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PREFACE. 


fjp  H E wifhes  of  friends, — the  political  circumftances  of  the 
moment, — and,  as  I have  been  made  to  believe,  the  public 
expe&ation,  have  induced  me  to  add  the  following  Voyages  to 
thofe  which  have  already  been  publifhed,  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation and  extend  the  commerce  of  the  Britifh  Empire. — I do  not 
pretend  to  be  the  rival, — but  rather  confider  myfelf  an  humble  fol- 
lower of  thofe  eminent  navigators  whofe  reputation  is  become  a 
part  of  the  national  fame ; and  though  I may  be  permitted,  as  it 
were,  to  envy  their  fuperior  talents  and  advantages,  I moft  lin- 
cerely  add  my  feeble  teftimony  to  that  merit,  which  has  ranked 
them  among  the  illuftrious  names  of  my  country. 

Indeed  I feel  it  a duty  I owe  myfelf,  as  well  as  to  moderate  the 
fanguine  expeftation  which  may  have  arifen  refpeaing  the  hiftory 
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of  thofe  Voyages  in  which  I have  been  engaged,  and  may  be  faid 
to  have  conducted,  to  obferve,  that  they  were  Voyages  of  Com- 
merce, and  not  of  Discovery  ; and  that  whatever  novelty  they 
may  pofiefs,  or  original  information  they  may  bellow,  arofe  out  of, 
and  form,  as  it  were,  an  incidental  part  of  a commercial  under- 

The  veffels  committed  to  my  command,  were  fitted  out  in  the 
ports  of  the  Ealt,  by  the  commercial  zeal  of  Britilh  fubje£ts  in  that 
part  of  the  globe. — It  was  my  office,  under  their  fpirited  and  confi- 
dential encouragement,  to  explore  new  regions  of  Trade; — the  interelf 
therefore  of  thofe  patriotic  merchants  and  gentlemen,  who  had  en- 
trulled  a very  conliderable  property  to  my  care  and  controul,  and 
the  honour  of  gaining  a fmall  portion  of  that  reputation  which 
is  due  to  thofe  who  promote  the  extenfion  of  the  Britilh  commerce, 
were  the  foie  incentives  to  my  zeal,  and  alone  fupported  me  under 
the  difficulties,  and  amidft  the  dangers  I encountered  in  difcharging 
my  duty.  When  I was  llruggling  with  the  Iforms  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean, — when  I was  locked  up  in  ice,  and  fuffering  the  accumulated 
wretchednefs  of  that  fituation  on  the  Ihores  of  America, — or  when  I 

was  engaged  in  advancing  the  principal  objedt  of  the  Voyage, 

and  availing  myfelf  of  any  accidental  opportunity  which  occurred,  of 
exploring  thofe  dubious  coalls,  I little  thought  it  would  be  my  future 
lot  to  give  the  hilfory  of  this  part  of  my  maritime  life  to  the 
world. — If  I had  looked  forward  to  the  pofiibility  of  fuch  an  event, 

I fhould 
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I fhould  have  enlarged  my  obfervations,  and  been  more  minutely 
attentive  to  a variety  of  obje&s  which  were  but  curforily  remarked ; 
and  qualified  myfelf,  during  every  part  of  my  Voyages,  to  have 
given  them  all  the  interefl  they  were  capable  of  receiving,  and 
all  the  information  they  were  capable  of  producing.  But  without 
endeavouring  to  deprecate  criticifm  by  an  affe£led  humility,  or 
defying  it  by  an  unbecoming  confidence,  I frail  venture  to  exprefs 
my  hopes, — that  this  Volume  will  be  found  to  contain  information 
ufeful  to  commerce,  and  inftru&ions  which  future  navigators  may 
not  difdain  to  confider  ; that  the  following  pages  will  afford  fome 
entertainment  to  men  who  are  curious  in  examining  the  various 
modes  of  human  life  ; and  that  there  are  many  palfages  in  them 
which  will  heighten  the  feelings  of  thofe  who  “ fit  and  think  on 
what  a failor  buffers.” 

The  Memoir  on  the  China  Trade,  &c.  mull  fpeak  for  itfelf : — 
The  Obfervations  I have  ventured  to  make  on  the  poilibility  of  a 
North  Well  Paffage,  mull  alfo  be  fubmitted  to  the  candid  confidera- 
tion  of  inveftigating  minds. — It  is,  however,  proper  to  add,  that  in 
fupporting  my  opinion  on  that  fubjeft,  I have  had  occafi onal  recourfe 
to  the  corroborating  arguments  of  Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  his  admirable 
pamphlet  on  the  Fur  Trade,  &c. 

That  every  poffible  attention  has  been  employed  to  render  this 
Work,  in  fome  degree,  worthy  of  the  public  favour,  will,  I truft,  appear 
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to  every  candid  reader  of  it. — For  its  inaccuracies,  though,  I truft, 
they  will  not  be  found  to  be  very  numerous,  I mull;  reft  for  excufe  on 
the  very  great  hafte  in  which  it  was  neceftarily  prepared  to  meet 
the  public  impatience  ; — and  I am  difpofed  to  flatter  myfelf  that  the 
indulgence  I alk  will  not  be  denied  me. 


JOHN  MEARES. 

"November  i6,  1790. 
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INTRODUCTORY  VOYAGE 


OF  THE 

NO  OTKA—  C APT.  ME  ARES, 


FROM 

CALCUTTA,  TO  THE  NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA, 

In  the  Years  1786,  and  1787. 


IT  might,  perhaps,  prove  uninterefting  to  the  reader  were  I to  enter  upon  the 
hiflory  of  this  commercial  expedition, — or  to  dwell  on  the  patriotic  fpirit  of 
many  diftinguiffied  perfons  at  Bengal  which  fupported  it,  as  well  as  thofe  honour- 
able marks  of  zealous  friendffiip  and  liberal  confidence,  which  accompanied  its 
confignment  to  my  care. — It  might  alfo  be  equally  unimportant  to  others  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  oppofition  it  received, — the  arts  employed  to  fruftrate  it, — and  the 
various,  as  well  as  painful  difficulties  I had  to  furmount  in  the  arrangement 
of  it  : — I ffiall,  therefore,  proceed  at  once  to  relate  the  principal  occurrences 
of  the  voyage  which  it  occafioned. 

On  the  20th  of  January  1786,  two  veffels  were  purchafed  for  the  purpofe 
of  this  expedition,  which  were  named  the  Nootka,  of  200  tons,  and  the 
Sea  Otter,  of  100  tons.  The  former  was  commanded  by  myfelf,  the  latter 
by  William  Tipping,  a lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

A 


By 


11 


INTRODUCTORY  VOYAGE. 


By  the  20th  of  February,  they  were  ready  for  fea,  when  two  offers  were 
made  to  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to  arrange  the  neceffary  preparations 
for  the  voyage,  on  the  part  of  the  general  body  of  proprietors  : the  one  was  to. 
freight  the  Sea  Otter  to  Malacca  with  opium,  which  would  be  a gain  of  about 
three  thoufand  rupees  ; — ' The  committee,  therefore,  did  not  hefitate  an  inftant 
in  accepting  it ; and  the  Sea  Otter  was  immediately  difpatched  on  her  voyage  : — 
From  Malacca  Captain  Tipping  was  to  proceed  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of 
America,  and  the  neceffary  arrangements  were  made  for  our  meeting  there. 

The  other  offer  was  to  convey  Mr.  Burke,  Pay-mafter  General  of  the  King’s 
Forces  in  India,  with  his  fuite,  to  Madras,  for  which  he  propofed  to  pay  the 
fum  of  three  thoufand  rupees. — This  advantage  was  not  to  be  refufed,  and 
accordingly  I had  the  honour  of  conveying  him  thither. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  we  got  under  fail  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  governor’s- 
garden,  where  in  the  evening  we  received,  Mr.  Burke  and  his  fuite  on 
board. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March  we  loft  fight  of  land,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage 
to  Madras,  where  we  arrived  on  the  27th,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
occurrence  worthy  of  relation. — Our  paflage  was  efteemed  extremely  quick  at 
that  particular  feafon  of  the  year. — After  landing  our  paffemjers  and  procuring 
additional  fupplies  of  ftorcs  and  provifions,  by  the  kind  afliftance  of  Jof 
Dupree  Porcher,  Efq.  we  prepared  to.  put  to  fea,  which  we  accordingly  did  on 
the  7th  of  April,  the  very  day  that  his  Excellency  Sir  Archibald  Campbell 
arrived  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  Madras.  At  this  place  we  received 
every  mark  of  kindnefs,  attention  and  encouragement.  Nor  among  the  many 
to  whom  we  are  ftill  grateful  for  favour  and  for  friendfiiip,  can  we  hefitate  to 
mention  the  names  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Porcher,  and  Mr.  Boyd,  as  well  as  to 
acknowledge  the  peculiar  obligations  we  received  from  his  Excellency  Go- 
vernor Davidfon. 
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It  may- not  be  improper  to  mention  that,  at  the  time  of  our  leaving  Bengal, 
■all  kinds  of  (lores  were  fo  extremely  fcarce,  that  the  (hip  was  but  barely- 
equipped  for  one  year;  and  as  for  provifions,  we  had  not  on  board  fufficient  for 
twelve  months,  and  nothing  was  more  apparent  than  the  impoflibility  of 
completing  a voyage  of  this  nature  in  Inch  a hate.  We  had,  indeed,  looked 
to  Madras  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  affi-ftance  we  received,  which  was  to 
compleat  our eqwipment  for  eighteen  months.  With  refpefo  to  the  number  of 
our  crew  we  were  for o ugly  manned,  but  they  were  chiefly  of  a defcription  that 
neceftity  rendered  acceptable.  The  whole  amounted  to  forty  Europeans,  including 
the  purfer,  furgeon,  five  officers,  and  boatfwain,  and  ten  lafcars  whom  we  took 
in  at  Madras.  But  all  our  exertions  were  fruitlefs  in  obtaining  a carpenter,  and 
the  want  of  fuch  an  artizan  was  mold  feverely  felt  in  every  part  of  the  voyage. 

It  was  the  23d  of  May  before  we  arrived  at  Malacca  : — our  paffage  was  un- 
ufually  tedious,  and  afforded  time  for  the  fcurvy  to  make  its  appearance.  In  this 
early  part  of  our  voyage  we  loft  the  boatfwain,  who  was  one  of  the  beft 
men  in  the  fh ip,  and,  in  our  fituation  and  circumftances,  proved  an  irreparable 
misfortune.  On  our  arrival  at  Malacca  we  were  informed  that  Captain  Tipping 
had  failed  for  America,  having  compleated  his  bulinefs  there.  Here  we  wooded, 
watered  and  took  in  the  neceffary  refreffiments,  not  only  to  fupply  the  provi- 
fions already  exhaufted,  but  to  enable  us  to  give  every  poffible  affiftance  to 
Captain  Tipping,  when  we  fhould  meet  him  on  the  Coaft  of  America.  On  the 
29th  we  put  to  fea,  after  faluting  the  Dutch  Fort  with  nine  guns,  which  com- 
pliment was  returned  with  an  equal  mark  of  refpedh 

In  a very  few  days  we  effected  our  entrance  into  the  China  Seas,  andpurfued 
our  courfe  with  a ftrong  South  Weft  Monfoon,  till  the.  23d  of  June,  when 
the  Bafhee  Iflands  were  feen  bearing  Eaft  South  Eaft  half  Eaft,  diftant  nine 
leagues.  But  it  was  the  26th  before  we  could  come  to  an  anchor,  at  Grafton 
Ifle,  which  we  then  did,  in  a fmall  and  pleafant  bay,  in  fix  fathoms  of  water, 
and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  fhore. 

A 2 


This 


IV 


INTRODUCTORY  VOYAGR. 


This  bay  is  furrounded  by  high  land,  which  is  cultivated  to  the  fum- 
mits,  and  the  plantations,  & c.  being  divided  into  inclofures  neatly  fenced  in, 
afford  a very  pleafing  view.  A large  village  was  fituated  on  a gentle  eminence 
near  th6  water  ; fine  groves  of  trees  were  fancifully  difperfed  on  the  fides  of 
the  mountains,  while  a rapid  rivulet  glided  through  the  valley  ; the  whole 
forming  a fcene  of  uncommon  beauty.  About  four  years  before,  the  Spaniards 
had  taken  poffeflion  of  thefe  Ifles,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  the  bowels  of 
them  enriched  with  the  precious  metals.  The  governor  and  his  garrifon,  &c. 
treated  us  with  great  civility,  nor  did  they,  in  the  leaf!:,  interfere  with 
our  little  trading  communications  with  the  natives, — who  appear  to  be  a moil: 
inoffenfive  race  of  people.  We  remained  here  four  days,  during  which  time 
we  obtained  great  plenty  of  hogs,  goats,  ducks,  fowls,  yams,  and  fweet 
potatoes,  in  return  for  unwrought  iron. 

On  the  i ft  of  July  we  took  our  leave  of  the  Bafhee  Tflands,  and  fleered  to 
the  North  Eafl,  a courfe  along  the  Japan  Ifles,  but  without  feeing  any  land. 
The  charts  lay  down  ifles  which  we  muff  have  gone  over,  according  to  the 
fituation  in  which  they  are  placed.  After  palling  the  latitude  of  250  North,  we  had 
one  continual  fog,  which  was  oftentimes  fo  thick,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fee 
the  length  of  the  veffel.  On  the  iff  of  Auguft,  having  laid  to  the  preceding 
night,  we  judged  that  we  were  near  land,  and  in  the  morning,  at  day-light,  we 
got  fight  of  it,  through  the  Fog  Banks,  when  we  found  it  to  confift  of  the 
Ifles  of  Amluc  and  Atcha.  We  flood  in  for  the  former,  and  anchored  there  for 
two  days,  during  which  time  we  were  vifited  both  by  the  Ruffians  and  the 
natives.  In  ourpaffage  to  Ounalafchka  we  were  driven  among  five  iflands  where 
dangers  furrounded  us  on  all  fides,  and  without  being  able  to  fee  our  way,  but  we 
providentially  efcaped  them.  It  had,  indeed,  been  one  continued  fog  ever  fince 
we  croffed  the  latitude  of  350,  and  from  that  time  we  had  not  been  able  to 
make  more  than  two  obfervations.  We  very  fortunately  had  a time  piece 
on  board,  which  proved  of  the  greateff  utility. 
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The  five  ifles  among  which  we  had  been  fo  much  embarraffed,  are  defcribed 
in  Coxe’s  Ruffian  Difcoveries  bj  the  names  of  Pat  Sopka  : — that  writer  alfo 
mentions  the  deftru&ion  which  many  of  the  Ruffian  Navigators  have  found 
between  thefe  ifles  and  Kamfchatka.  They  are  uninhabited,  and  feem  to  be 
nothing  more  than  huge  maffes  of  entire  rock.  Two  of  them  bear  a ftrong 
refemblance  to  each  other,  and  poffefs  rather  a correft  form  of  a fugar  loaf. 

On  the  5th  of  Auguft  in  the  afternoon  we  found  our felves  furrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  canoes,  which,  from  the  drefs  and  manners  of  the  people  in 
them,  we  were  certain  muff  belong  to  fome  of  the  ifles,  though  we  imagined 
ourfelves  to  be  too  far  to  the  Southward  for  them  to  come  off.  This  little 
fleet  was  engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  whale  fifhing,  and  after  flopping  a fhort 
time  to  examine  the  veffel,  which  they  did  with  every  appearance  of  extreme 
admiration,  they  left  us  and  paddled  off  to  the  Northward.  We  now  fleered 
a little  more  to  the  Southward,  as  we  fuppofed  that  the  current  had  fet  us  to 
the  Northward  of  our  reckoning.  The  fog  continued  to  be  fo  very  thick,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  fee  any  objedl  at  twenty  yards  diftance  from  the  fliip  ; — 
but  from  the  number  of  canoes  we  had  paffed,  there  was  every  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  we  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  land,  which  muft,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  theiflandof  Amouchta. 

The  following  night  we  were  alarmed  by  hearing  the  furge  of  the  fe a upon 
the  fhore  ; — we  inftantly  tacked,  and  when  we  had  flood  on  about  two  hours, 
we  were  re-alarmed  with  the  fame  noife.  We  tacked  again  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  day-light,  we  caught  a glimpfe  of  the  land,  over  the  maft-head, 
which  appeared  to  be  covered  with  fnow.  But  the  fog  again  became  impervious 
to  our  light,  as  it  were,  to  encreafe  the  horrid  fufpenfe  of  our  lituation. — 
During  four  days  of  gloom  in  our  minds,  as  well  as  in  the  air,  we  were  con- 
tinually endeavouring,  but  in  vain,  to  obtain  a paffage,  but  every  way  appeared 
to  be  blocked  up  againft  us.  The  hoarfe  dalhing  of  the  furge  drove  us  from 
one  fide,  in  order  to  be  re-impelled  by  the  fame  alarming  warnings  on  the 
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other.  We  had,  indeed,  every  reafon  to  believe  that  we  had  pafied  by  Tome  narrow 
inlet  into  a gulph  fur-rounded  with  fatal  fhores,  and  from  which  there  was  no 
return  but  by  the  channel  through  which  we  entered.  Though  we  were  frequently 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the  rocks,  foundings  were  impracticable,  and  the 
fteepnels  of  the  fhore  rendered  our  anchors  of  no  ufe. 

On  the  5th  in  the  morning,  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  gave  us  a moft  awful 
profpedt  of  dangers  which  our  happy  experience  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  convince 
us  that  it  was  poffible  to  have  cfcaped.  We  now  faw  ourfelves  furrounded 
with  land  of  a tremendous  height,  which  was  covered  two-thirds  down  its 
fides  with  fnow  ; while  the  coaft  was  inacceffible  from  the  lofty,  perpendicular 
rocks  which  formed  a regular  wall,  except  where  the  violent  heating  of  the 
fea  had  made  thofe  excavations  which,  with  the  rife  and  fall  of  a prodigious 
fwell,  occafioned  the  warning  noife  that  proved  our  prefervation.  We  now 
faw  two  open  channels,  one  to  the  Southward,  through  which  we  had  been 
driven,  and  another  to  the  North  Weft,  Indeed  if  we  fteered  at  all  to  that 
point  we  fliould  at  once  have  got  clear  of  our  alarming  fttuation  : but  we 
had  been  all  along  apprehenftve  of  getting  to  the  Northward  of  thefe  ifles, 
being  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  again  to  the  Southward,  the  currents 
being  well  known  to  take  a Northerly  direction  in  the  fummer  ; and  then  we 
might  have  been  detained  an  uncertain  length  of  time,  till  a ftrong  Northerly 
wind  arofe  to  drive  us  back — the  South  Wefterly  winds  being  the  molt  gene- 
rally prevalent  in  thefe  feas  at  this  period  of  the  year.  Finding  it,  however, 
impoffible  to  go  to  the  Southward,  by  the  channel  through  which  we  came, 
on  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  current,  we  bore  up  and  went  to  the  North- 
ward, and  having  got  as  far  to  the  Eaftward  as  Ounalafhka,  we  were  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  meet  with  a ftrong  North  wind,  which  enabled  us  to  get  through 
between  Unamah  and  Onalafhka.  I11  thefe  ftraits  the  current  could  not  run 

lefs  than  feven  knots  an  hour,  which  caufed  a moft:  tremendous  lea. 
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When  we  got  round  to  the  South  fide  of  the  iiland,  a Ruffian  came  off 
to  us  and  piloted  our  Ship  into  an  harbour  adjacent  to  that  in  which  Captain 
Cook  refitted. 

The  Ruffians  on  thefe  ifles,  came  from  Ochotfk  and  Kamfchatka  in  galleots  of 
about  50  tons  burthen,  having  from  fixty  to  eighty  men  each.  They  heave 
their  veffels  up  in  fome  convenient  place,  during  their  ftation  here,  which  is  for 
eight  years ; at  the  end  of  which  time  they  are  relieved  by  another  party.— 
They  hunt  the  fea-otters  and  other  animals  whom  nature  has  cloathed  in  furs. 
The  natives  of  the  different  diflricts  are  alfo  employed  in  the  fame  occupations, 
and  are  obliged  to  give  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  as  a tribute  to  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  to  whom  this  trade  exclusively  belongs. — In  return,  they  receive  fmall 
quantities  of  fnuff,  of  which  they  are  immoderately  fond;  and,  obtaining  that 
favourite  article,  they  are  content  with  their  wretched  condition,  from  whence, 
as  far  as  refpeCts  any  exertion  of  their  own,  they  will  never  emerge.  As  to 
iron,  or  any  other  European  commodity,  it  is  as  fcarce  with  them,  as  with  their 
continental  neighbours . 

i he  houfes  of  the  Ruffians  are  conftruCted  upon  the  fame  principles  as  thole 
of  the  natives,  but  on  a plan  of  larger  extent.  They  confifl  of  cavities  dug  in 
the  earth,,  and  a Stranger  might  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  them,  without 
having  the  leafl  fufpicion  that  he  was  within  the  verge  of  any  habitation  ; as  the 
only  entrance  into  thefe  Subterraneous  places  of  refidence,  is  through  a round 
hole  at  the  top  of  them,  and  by  a poll  with  heps  cut  in  it,  as  the  means  of  defeent. 
Indeed,  fuch  an  accident  happened,  on  the  firft  evening  of  our  landing,  to  the 
firfi:  officer  and  furgeon  of  the  Nootka. — On  their  return  from  a Ruffian  village, 
they  fuddenly  difappeared  through  one  of  thefe  holes,  and  intruded  themfelves, 
m a very  unexpected  manner,  to  an  houfehold  of  the  natives.  The  fright  on 
the  occafion  was  mutual;— the  one  hurrying  out  of  the  place  as  fail  as  their 
fears  could  carry  them,  leaving  the  fallen  gentlemen,  in  expectation  that  the 
invaded  people,  with  whole  mild  and  amiable  manners  they  were  not  then  ac- 
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quainted,  would  inftantly  give  the  alarm,  and  call  their  friends  to  revenge  the 
innocent  invafion  by  murder  and  maffacre. — They  found,  however,  on  their 
return  above  ground,  that  the  natives  had  fled  in  extreme  confufion  and  affright 
to  the  Ruffian  village.  The  next  morning,  the  accident  was  explained  ; and  a 
fmall  prefent  of  tobacco  made  the  poor  people  ample  recompence  for  the  alarm 
of  the  preceding  evening. 

The  fides  of  thefe  dwellings  are  divided  into  copartments'  for  the  purpofe  of 
fleeping, — the  fkins  of  animals  ferving  them  for  their  beds  ; and  in  the  center 
is  the  place  for  dreffing  and  eating  their  vi&uals.  In  the  very  cold  weather,  they 
ufe  lamps  iufleadof  wood  : — as  there  are  no  trees  on  the  iflands,  wood  muff  be 
a very  fcarce  article,  having  no  other  fupply,  but  the  accidental  drifts  of  it  from 
the  continent.  Their  diet  confifls  entirely  of  fifh  with  the  oil  of  the  fame  for 
fauce.  This  manner  of  living  is  common  both  to  the  Ruffians  and  the 
natives,  except  that  the  former  boil  their  food,  and  the  latter  eat  it  in  a raw 
Rate.  We  have  frequently  feen  them  eat,  or  rather  devour,  the  head  of  a cod 
or  a halibut,  immediately  after  it  was  caught,  with  all  the  figns  of  voracious 
fatisfaflion.  The  only  vegetable  thefe  iflands  produce  is  wild  cellery,  which  the 
natives  eat  as  it  is  pulled  out  of  the  ground. 

Though  the  Ruffians  have  been  fo  long  fettled  on  thefe  iflands,  they  have 
produced  no  kind  of  cultivation  whatever.  They  have  not  any  of  the  domeflic 
fowls  or  animals,  except  dogs  ; — nor  had  we  an  opportunity  to  examine  whether 
this  want  of  comforts  and  conveniencies,  which  are  of  fuch  eafy  attainment, 
arofe  from  local  barrennefs,  or  their  own  indolence.  Their  foie  dependance  for 
food,  is  on  the  produce  of  the  fea  and  the  rivers,  which,  however,  afford  them 
great  abundance  of  excellent  fifli ; and,  if  a proper  judgment  may  be  formed 
from  the  flrong  and  healthy  appearance  of  the  natives,  or  the  colonifts,  they 
do  not  want  a more  wholefome  or  ftrengthening  fuftenance. 
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The  natives  of  thefe  ifles,  which  are  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Fox 
Iflands,  are  a fhort  and  flout  race  of  people,  with  full  round  countenances,  that 
bear  no  traces  of  a favage  difpofition. — They  do  not  cut,  fcarrify,  or  in  any 
manner  disfigure  their  faces,  like  the  natives  of  the  continent ; and  are,  to  all 
appearance,  of  an  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive  charailer.  Jealoufy,  at  leaf!,  is  not 
among  their  ordinary  paffions,  as  they  difcover  no  fymptoms  of  difpleafure  at 
any  attentions  which  flrangers  may  be  difpofed  to  pay  to  the  female  part  of 
their  community. 

The  only  animals  on  thefe  iflands  are  foxes,  fome  of  which  are  black,  and  whofc 
fkins  are  very  valuable.  While  we  lay  here,  we  endeavoured  to  engage  the 
Ruffians  to  trade  with  us ; but  they  fet  too  high  a value  on  their  furs  to  difpofe 
of  them  to  us,  at  leaf!  for  any  thing  we  had  to  give  in  return;  more  particularly 
as  they  expefted  to  be  relieved  the  following  year.  The  harbour  we  entered  is 
fituated  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  that  where  Captain  Cook  refitted,  and 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  540  2'  North  ; longitude,  I930  25'  Eafl  of  Greenwich. 

On  the  20th  day  of  Augufl,  we  failed  from  Ounalafhka,  in  order  to  run  down  the 
continent,  till  we  fhould  pafs  the  Shumagin  Iflands,  as  Captain  Cook  defcribes 
Kodiak  one  of  the  Southern.  Indeed,  we  wifhed  to  be  clear  of  the  Ruffian 
fettlements,  as  we  knew  nothing  was  to  be  got  in  the  vicinity  of  them,  before 
we  went  on  the  coafl. 

On  the  27th  of  Augufi,  we  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Schumagins  ; and  at  about 
four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  a great  number  of  canoes  came  off  to  us,  which  we 
obferved  to  be  of  the  fame  conflrudlion  as  thofe  of  the  Fox  Ifles;  and  that  the 
drefs  and  manners  of  the  people  in  them  were  the  fame  as  the  natives  of  thofe 
iflands. 

It  appears  that  the  Ruffians,  wherever  they  are  fettled,  from  fome  political 
reafon,  as  we  fuppofe,  prohibit  the  natives  from  keeping  canoes  of  a fize  to  carry 
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more  than  one  perfon.  Thefe  canoes  are  generally  about  twelve  feet  in  length,, 
fharp  at  each  end,  and  about  twenty  inches  broad,  tapering  to  a point : their 
depth  in  the  center,  where  the  man  fits,  is  about  twenty  inches.  The  canoes  of 
this  make  extend  from  thettraits  of  the  two  continents  along  the  coatt  as  far  as 
Cape  Edgecumbe.  Some  of  them  are  made  to  carry  three  perfons  ; but, 
in  general,  not  more  than  one  or  two.  The  frame  is  compofed  of  very  thin  ttrips 
of  the  pine  wood,  fattened  together  with  whale  finews,  and  is  then  covered  with 
the  fkin  of  the  feal  or  fea-cow,  which  is  previoufly  robbed  of  its  hair.  The  bot- 
tom of  the  fkin-frock,.  which  the  natives  wear,  ties  over  the  hole  of  the  canoe, 
where  the  man  fits,  and  prevents  the  fmalleft  drop  of  water  from  getting  in- 
Thefe  veflels  are  paddled  at  a prodigious  rate,  and  go  out  in.  any  weather. 

It  was  now  the  28th  of  Augutt,  and  no  advantage  had  yet  arifen  from  the 
voyage  ; but  as  we  fuppofed  ourfelves  to  be  at  the  termination  of  the  Ruffian  fet- 
tlements,  and  had  a large  track  of  coatt  to  run  down,  we  expected  to  have  made 
an  advantageous  trade  before  the  winter  fet  in,  which  was  now  hattiiy  approach- 
ing. With  this  defign,  we  purpofed  to  make  one  port  to  the  Weftward  of  Cook’s 
River, — and,  in  coatting  along,  we  law  a large  opening,  which  appeared  to  be 
formed  by  an  ifland  : we  accordingly  fleered  in  for  it, — and,  when  we  were  in 
with  it,  it  appeared  of  very  great  extent,  taking  a North  Eatterly  courfe.  As 
we  now  thought  ourfelves  clear  of  the  Ruffians,  we  were  in  continual  expecta- 
tion of  being  vifited  by  the  natives,  and  commencing  the  advantageous  part  of 
our  voyage;  though  we  are  at  a lofs  how  to  reconcile  it,  that  fo  large  a ttrait 
fhould  not  have  been  obferved  by  Captain  Cook.  Having  continued  our  courfe 
up  it,  about  twenty  leagues,  a canoe  came  off  to  us  from  the  inland  fide,  with 
three  people  in  it,  one  of  whom  came  on  board,  who  proved  to  be  a Ruffian 
feaman. — -He  was  a very  intelligent  man,  and  informed  us  that  this  was  the  ifland 
of  Kodiak,  that  the  crews  of  three  galliots  were  on  duty  there,  and  that  there  was 
another  ifland  of  the  fame  name  along  the  coatt. 
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This  intelligence  was  by  no  means  pleafing,  as  it  dallied  at  once  all  our  hopes 
of  obtaining  any  trade,  at  any  intermediate  place,  between  Cook’s  River  and 
the  Schumagin  Ifles.  We  therefore  continued  our  pafl'age  through  the  ftraits, 
which  were  named  Petrie’s  Strait,  in  honour  of  Wm.  Petrie,  Efq.  and  found  it 
brought  us  out  near  that  point  forming  Cook’s  River,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Cape  Douglas  on  Captain  Cook’s  chart.  Thefe  ftraits  are  upwards  of  ten  leagues 
in  length  and  about  fifteen  in  breadth,  and  cut  off  a very  large  trad  of  continent 
from  the  former  charts.  We  anchored  under  Cape  Douglas,  and  foon  after  feveral 
canoes  came  off  to  us  of  the  River  Indians.  They  fold  us  two  or  three  otter  fkins, 
for  which  they  received  fom-e  pieces  of  unwrought  iron,  about  a pound,  perhaps, 
for  each  fkin.  They  appeared  to  be  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  us,  and  offered  us 
every  thing  they  had  in  their  boats  as  prefents.  Thefe  people  by^  refufing 
tobacco  plainly  proved  that  they  had  no  eonnedion  with  the  Ruffians,  and  by 
frequently  pronouncing  the  word  Englifh,  Englifli,  it  appeared  alfo  that  the 
Nootka  was  not  the  firft  veffel  of  our  country  which  had  been  feen  by  them. 
Indeed  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  from 
London  had  been  there  before  us.  The  canoes  very  fhortly  left  us  to  go  up 
the  river  in  fearch  of  more  lkins,  and  the  following  day  we  faw  two  large 
boats  coming  down  the  river,  with  about  eighteen  men  in  each.  They  proved 
to  be  Ruffians  who  had  been  up  Cook’s  River  on  a trading  voyage  ; and  each  boat 
had  a brafs  field-piece  with  fmall  arms  for  each  man.  They  had  left  their 
fummer  refidence  which  is  the  lower  ifland  in  Cook’s  River,  and  were  pro- 
ceeding to  their  winter  quarters  on  the  ifland  of  Kodiak. 

It  was  now  the  20th  of  September,  and  the  weather  extremely  boifterous, 
fo  that  we  determined  to  quit  the  river,  where  we  had  been  detained  by 
feveral  heavy  gales  of  wind,  and  proceed  to  Prince  William’s  Sound,  and,  if 
prafticable,  to  winter  there.  On  our  arrival  at  Snug  Corner  Cove,  in  Prince  Wil- 
liam’s Sound,  as  named  by  Captain  Cook,  the  weather  was  very  violent,  and  during 
the  three  days  we  lay  there  not  a native  appeared  ; which  circumftance  led  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  natives  had  retired  from  the  coaft,  or  were  gone  to  the  South- 
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ward  for  the  winter.  In  our  excurfions  on  fhore,  we  faw  fome  wood  which  had 
been  frefh  cut,  and  by  an  edge  tool;  we  alfo  found  a piece  of  bamboo,  which  fully 
fatisfied  us  that  fome  veffel  mud  have  very  lately  preceded  us ; and  as  our  appointed 
rendezvous,  with  our  confort  the  Sea  Otter,  was  at  this  place,  we  very  naturally 
concluded  that  fhe  had  been  here,  and  was  failed  for  China. 

This  was  a fituation  pregnant  with  difficulties  : — the  coah  was  to  all  ap- 
pearance without  inhabitants,  fo  that  if  we  remained  here  during  the  winter, 
there  was  no  profpedl  of  our  being  able  to  procure  trade  or  refreffiments.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  bad  weather  had  fetin,with  continual  gales  of  wind,  accompanied 
with  fleet  and  fnow ; and  if  we  quitted  our  prefent  fituation,  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  we  fhould  be  able  to  make  another,  and  therefore  be  obliged 
to  run  for  the  Sandwich  Ifles,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  have  put  an  end 
to  the  voyage,  as  our  feamen  were  becoming  extremely  diflatisfied.  In  this 
fituation  it  was  determined  to  prefer  an  inhofpitable  winter  in  Prince  William’s 
Sound,  to  all  the  comforts  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  from  whence,  it  was  with 
. good  reafon  imagined,  that  it  would  have  been  a matter  of  great  difficulty,  if 
not  wholly  impracticable,  to  perfuade  the  feamen  to  return  to  the  Coah  of 
America.  Under  thefe  difficulties  we  laboured  ; but  as  the  objedb  of  the  voyage 
and  the  intereh  of  the  proprietors  were  deeply  concerned  in  fupporting  the 
hardflfips  which  threatened  us,  and  the  mortifications  we  fhould  experience, 
we  refolved  to  bear  the  one  and  to  fubmit  to  the  other.  A very  little  reflection 
on  the  limited  power  of  a mercantile  officer,  and  the  want  of  a due  fubordination 
in  a mercantile  fhip,  will  enable  any  one  to  believe  that  in  remaining  here, 
we  were  not  at  leah  deficient  in  zeal  for  the  interefls  of  thofe  who  promoted 
and  fupportecT  this  commercial  expedition.' 

On  the  4th  day,  fcveral  canoes,  came  off  to  us,  and  the  natives  be- 
haved in  a very  friendly]  and  affable  manner.  They  mentioned  feveral 
Englilh  names,  which  appeared  to  be  thofe  of  the  crew  of  the  Sea  Otter.— 
They  alfo  made  us  underhand  that  a veflel,  with  two  mahs,  had  failed  from 
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thence  but  a few  days  before,  and  that  they  had  plenty  of  {kins,  which  they 
explained  to  us,  by  pointing  to  the  number  of  the  hairs  of  their  heads.  They 
alfo  informed  us,  after  their  manner,  that  if  we  would  ftay,  they  would  kill 
plenty  of  otters  for  us  during  the  winter. 

Being  now  fatisfied  that  the  Sound  was  inhabited,  nothing  but  a good  har- 
bour was  wanting  to  determine  us  to  ftay  here  during  the  fevere  feafon  ; and 
the  next  day  the  boats  found  a very  commodious  one,  about  fifteen  miles 
Eaft  North  Eaft,  from  where  we  lay.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  October,  the 
veftel  was  removed  to  the  place  appointed  ; fhe  was  then  unrigged,  and  the 
people  began  to  work  on  fhore  to  ered  a log-houfe  for  the  armourers  to  work 
in  ; which,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  veftel,  might  alio  be  ufeful  in  con- 
taining lumber. 

The  natives  now  favoured  us  with  their  daily  vifits,  and  never  failed  to 
exert  their  very  extraordinary  talents  in  the  art  of  thievery.  They  would  em- 
ploy fuch  a flight  of  hand  in  getting  iron  materials  of  any  kind,  as  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived.  It  has  often  been  obferved  when  tire  head  of  a nail 
either  in  the  fhip  or  boats  ftood  a little  without  the  wood,  that  they  would 
apply  their  teeth  in  order  to  pull  it  out.  Indeed,  if  the  different  Ioffes  we  fuf- 
tained,  and  the  manner  of  them  were  to  be  related,  many  a reader  would  have 
reafon  to  fufped  that  this  page  exalted  the  purloining  talents  of  thefe  people, 
at  the  expence  of  truth. 

\ 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  October  and  we  had  colleded  a few  (kins.  The 
natives  alfo  affembled  in  greater  numbers,  and  became  fo  very  troublefome  as 
to  perplex  us  very  much,  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  we  fhould  conduct  our- 
felves  towards  them.  Policy  and  humanity  both  inftruded  us  to  avoid,  if 
poffible,  any  violent  corredives,  but  it  very  often  happened,  that  our  people 
who  were  employed  on  fhore  in  wooding  and  ereding  the  houfe,  were  obliged 
to  come  off  to  the  fhip,  as  the  natives  would  come  down  from  the  woods  be- 
hind 
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hind  them,  and  endeavour  to  take  away  whatever  tools  they  had  in  ufe.— -As 
the  veffel  lay  fo  near  the  place  where  the  people  were  at  work,  that  we  could 
talk  to  them,  we  did  not  allow  them  fire-arms,  unlefs  they  were  accompanied 
■with  a careful  officer,  left  an  improper  ufe  fhould  be  made  of  them ; and  we 
had  hitherto  found  that  the  firing  a mufquet  from  the  ffiip  would  at  all 
times  drive  the  natives  away. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  a large  party  of  Indians  were  perceived  coming  into 
the  creek,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a greater  number  than  we  had  feen  affem- 
bled  before,  we  called  to  our  people  to  come  on  board,  and  they  not  coming  imme- 
diately, the  Indians  got  up  a-breaft  of  the  veffel,  and  immediately  landed  where 
they  were  at  work  : — at  the  fame  moment  another  party  joined  them  from 
the  woods. — As  the  natives  in  the  canoes  went  011  fhore  in  fpite  of  all  our 
fignals  to  prohibit  them,  two  of  our  guns  wrere  ordered  to  be  pointed  at  them, 
which  had  the  defired  effed  ; as  they  were  at  this  time  endeavouring  to  take 
away  the  axes  from  our  people  on  ffiore.  But  on  perceiving  the  preparations 
we  were  making,  they  cried  out  in  their  ufual  manner,  laule-laule , or  friend, 
friend,  and  extended  wide  their  arms  as  a token  of  amity. 

Having  got  all  our  people  on  board,  it  was  thought  to  be  a proper  opportu- 
nity to  difperfe  the  natives,  who  were  now  aflembled  in  fuch  confiderable 
numbers,  by  Brewing  them  the  power  of  our  cannon,  and  accordingly  a 
twelve  pound  cannonade  was  fired  with  grape  fhot,  which  difplayed  its  effeds 
upon  the  water  to  their  extreme  aftonifhment,  and  indeed  threw  them  into 
fuch  a panic,  that  one  half  of  them  overfet  their  canoes  from  fright. — 
A three  pound  field  piece  was  then  difcharged  from  the  fhore,  with  a 
round  fhot,  which  grazing  along  the  furface  of  the  water  to  a confiderable 
diflance,  convinced  them  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  throw  the  fhot 
to  whatever  point,  and  in  whatever  diredion  we  thought  proper.  While  they 
were  deliberating,  as  it  were,  in  a date  of  no  common  apprehenfion,  we  made 
them  underftand  that  it  was  not  our  intention  to  do  them  any  injury  while 
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they  condu&ed  themfelves  to  us  in  an  honeft  and  friendly  manner,,  and  that  it 
was  our  wifh  to  engage  in  trade  with  them,  by  purchafing  their  fkins  with 
fuch  articles  as  we  had  got  for  that  propofe.  Thefe  articles  were  then  offered 
to  their  attention,  when,  after  repeated  fhouts  of  joy,  fuch  as  were  dreffed  in 
furs,  inftantly  flripped  themfelves,  and  in  return  for  a moderate  quantity  of 
large  fpike  nails,  we  received  fixty  fine  fea-otter  fkins.  To  conciliate  their 
friendfhip,  the  principal  men  among  them  were  prefented  with  beads  of  various 
colours,  and  they  promifed  to  bring  us  fkins  as  faff  as  they  could  procure  them. 

This  attempt  was  certainly  pre-meditated,  as  thefe  people  never  make  war 
upon  each  other  in  thofe  large  boats,  which  they  employ  folely  to  carry  away 
their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy  ; and  they 
are  called  by  them  the  womens’  boats.  They  now  made  ufe  of  them  for  the 
purpofe  of  landing  a great  number  at  once,  that  they  might  be  certain  of 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  our  workmen.  But  though  this  fcheme  proved 
abortive,  we  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  would,  or  perhaps  could  refill 
an  opportunity  of  Healing  any  article,  of  which  iron  compofed  a part,  fo 
powerful  was  the  temptation  that  affumed-,  the  form  of  that  favourite  metal. 

Such,  however,  was  the  prefent  appearance  of  our  affairs,  that  we  defifled 
from  carrying  on  our  operations  on  fhore.  We  therefore  began  to  cover  the 
veffel  with  fpars,  and.  clofe  it  in  all  round  the  fides,  which  we  got  done 
above  one  half  from  aft,  forward  *,  but  the  falls  of  fnow  became  fo  frequent, 
and  deep  on  the  fhore,  that  we  were  prevented  from  compleating  it,  which, 
was  a very  great  inconvenience  ; as  the  part  that  was  covered  always  afforded 
a place  to  walk  in,  as  well  as  prevented  a great  deal  of  cold  from  flriking 
through  the  deck.  It  alfo  formed  a very  fufficient  fortification  had  that  been  ne- 
c.effary  ; — as  we  were  boarded  and  netted  all  round,  ten  feet  above  the  gunwhale  ; 
fo  that  we  fhould  have  been  able  to  have  defended  ourfelves  againft  any  attack 
that  could  have  been  made  upon  us;  though  the  ice,  which  was  forming  all 
round  us,  gave  the  natives  no  inconfiderable  advantage  ; but,  whatever  might  be 
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the  inclinations  of  our  favage  neighbours,  the  operations  of  our  great  guns  had 
frightened  them  into  the  mod;  amicable  demeanour  towards  us. 

On  the  3 ift  day  of  Oftober  the  thermometer  fell  to  32,  and  the  mornings 
and  evenings  were  very  fharp.  Till  this  period,  we  had  caught  a great  plenty 
of  falmon,  but  we  now  found  they  were  leaving  the  fmall  rivers.  At  two 
hauls  of  the  feine  in  a pond,  between  the  neighbouring  hills,  we  caught  as 
many  as  we  could  fait  for  the  winter  ufe  ; and,  for  our  daily  confumption,  two 
men  were  difpatched  every  morning,  and  in  two  hours  they  would  bring  down, 
as  many  as  they  could  carry.  The  method  of  taking  them  may  appear  rather 
ridiculous,  but  it  is  managed  by  following  the  drain  of  water  from  the  pond,  to 
where  it  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  and  knocking  the  fifh  on  the  head  with 
clubs,  as  they  were  going  up  or  coming  down  ; and  as  the  channel  was  not  above 
a foot  in  depth,  this  bufinefs  proved  good  fport  to  the  failors,  as  well  as  a fource  of 
luxurious  provifion  for  the  table.  The  days  of  plenty  were  however  drawing  nigh  to 
a conclufion.  The  ducks  and  geefe  which  had  alfo afforded  us  a conftant  fupply, 
were  now  forming  into  flocks  and  palling  away  to  the  Southward. — The  natives 
had  alfo  brought  us  occafionally  fome  of  the  mountain  fheep  which  were  the 
only  land  animals  we  faw  amongft  them,  and  we  had  depended  for  fome  affift- 
ance  at  leaft  from  them  on  the  article  of  provifion  during  the  winter  ; — inftead  of 
which,  by  the  5th  of  November,  not  one  of  the  feathered  tribe  was  to  be  feen, 
nor  was  it  poffible  to  go  into  the  woods,  the  ground  being,  at  this  time,  covered 
with  at  leaft  five  feet  of  loofe  dryfnow. — The  fifh  had  alfo  left  the  creeks  and 
coves,  and  ice  began  to  form  everywhere  around  us. — The  ftupendous  moun- 
tains which  met  our  eye  on  every  fide,  were  now  white  with  fnow  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  water,  while  the  natives  had  no  other  means  of  fupport  but  the 
whale  fifh  and  blubber  which  they  had  prepared  for  their  winter  provifions. — But 
fince  the  2d  of  November,  the  ice,  from  the  veffel  to  the  fhore,  had  been  capable 
of  bearing,  and  our  people  had  commenced  the  amufement  of  fkaiting  and  other 
diverfions  on  it,  which  not  only  afforded  them  confiderable  recreation,  but 
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Contributed  greatly  to  the  prefervation  of  their  health,  till  the  fnow  became 
as  deep  on  the  ice  as  it  was  on  the  fhore. 

During  the  months  of  November  and  December  we  all  enjoyed  an  excellent 
Hate  of  health. — The  natives  alfo  continued  their  friendly  behaviour  to  us,” 
except  in  their  incorrigible  difpofition  to  Healing,  which  they  never  failed  to 
indulge  when  any  opportunity  offered,  and  which  the  mofl  attentive  vigilance 
on  our  part  could  not  always  prevent.  The.  thermometer,  during  the  month 
of  November,  was  from  26°  to  28°,  and  in  December  it  fell  to  20°,  where  it 
continued  the  greatefl  part  of  the  month. 

We  had  now  at  noon  but  a very  faint  and  glimmering  light,  the  meri- 
dian fun  not  being  higher  than  6°,  and  that  obfcured  from  us  by  hills  22® 
high  to  the  Southward  of  us.  While  wc  were  thus  locked  in,  as  it  were, 
from  the  chearful  light  of  day,  and  the  vivifying  warmth  of  folar  rays, — no 
other  comforts  prefented  themfelves  to  compenfate,  in  any  degree,  for  the 
feene  of  defolation  which  encircled  us.  — While  tremendous  mountains 
forbade  almofl  a fight  of  the  fky,  and  call  their  nocturnal  fhadows  over 
us  in  the  midft  of  day,  the  land  was  impenetrable  from  the  depth  of  fnow, 
fo  that  we  were  excluded  from  all  hopes  of  any  recreation,  fupport,  or  comfort, 
during  the  winter,  but  what  could  be  found  in  the  fhip  and  in  ourfelves. — This, 
however,  was  only  the  beginning  of  our  troubles. 

The  new  year  fet  in  with  added  cold,  and  was  fucceeded  by  fome  very 
heavy  falls  of  fnow,  which  lafled  till  the  middle  of  the  month.  Our  decks 
were  now  incapable  of  refining  theintenfe  freezing  of  the  night,  and  the  lower 
parts  of  them  were  covered  an  inch  thick  with  an  hoary  froH,  that  had  all  the 
appearance  of  fnow,  notwithftanaing  three  fires  were  kept  conHantly  burning 
twenty  hours  out  of  the  twenty- four  ; fo  that  when  they  were  firH  lighted  the 
decks  were  all  afloat.  For  fome  time  we  kept  in  the  fires  night  and  day, 
but  the  fmoke  which  proceeded  from  a temporary  Hove,  made  out  of  one  of  the 
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forges,  was  fo  very  troublefome,  that  the  people,  who  were  now  falling  ill, 
were  fully  convinced  that  this  continual  fmoke  was  the  caufe  of  their 
ficknefs.  After  the  heavy  fall  of  fnow  we  had  twelve  down  with  the  fcurvy, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  four  died,  and  the  number  encreafed  to 
twenty -three  who  were  confined  to  their  beds,  amongfl  whom  was  the  furgeon, 
who  was  extremely  ill.  The  fir  ft  officer  on  finding  himfeif  (lightly  afFedted  in 
the  bread,  a fymptom  which  generally  foreboded  a fatal  determination  in  a 
very  few  days,  got  rid  of  it  by  continually  chewing  the  young  pine  branches, 
and  fwallowing  the  juice  ; but,  from  the  unpleafant  tafte  of  this  medicine, 
few  of  the  fick  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  perfifl  in  taking  it. 

At  the  latter  end  of  February  the  diforder  had  encreafed,  and  no  lefs  than 
thirty  of  our  people  were  fo  ill  that  none  of  them  had  fufficient  ftrength  to 
get  out  of  their  hammocks  four  of  them  died  in  the  courfe  of  the  month.— 
Indeed,  at  this  time,  our  necefifaries  were  fo  far  exhaufted,  that  if  the  more 
violent  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  had  abated,  there  was  a want  of  proper  food 
&c.  to  complete  the  cure..  Thefe  melancholy  circumflances  were  rendered 
more  afflicting  by  the  hopelefs  minds  of  the  crew  ; for  fuch  was  the  general 
difcouragement  amongft  them,  that  they  confidered  the  {lighted:  fymptom  of  the 
diforder  to  be  a certain  prelude  to  death. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February  the  thermometer  continued 
for  the  greater  part  at  1 50,  though  it  fometimes  fell  to  140.  Notwithfhand- 
ing  this  extreme  cold,  we  were  vifited  as  ufual  by  the  natives  who  had  no 
other  cloathing  but  their  frocks,  made  of  the  (kins  of  fea-otters  and  feals, 
though  chiefly  of  the  latter,  with  the  fur  on  the  outfide. — But  whatever  pro* 
tedlion  thefe  drefies  gave  to  their  bodies,  their  legs  remained  uncovered,  and 
without  any  apparent  inconvenience. — They  appeared  to  be  as  much  diftrefled 
for  proviiions  as  ourfelves,  and  as  we  had  feveral  cafks  of  the  whale  blubber 
which  had  been  collefled  for  oil,  they  ufed,  whenever  they  came  on  board, 
under  a pretence  that  the  weather  was  too  boiflerous  for  them  to  engage  in 
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whale  hunting,  to  entreat  a regale  of  this  luxurious  article  ; which  was  al- 
ways granted  to  their  great  comfort  and  fatisfaftion. — In  their  opinion  it 
was  owing  to  our  not  taking  the  fame  delicious  and  wholefome  nourifhment, 
that  fuch  a terrible  and  alarming  ficknefs  prevailed  amongft  us. 

We  were  at  f rft  very  much  furprifed  at  their  being  informed  of  the  death 
of  our  people,  and  the  places  where  we  had  buried  them. — They  particularly 
pointed  to  the  edge  of  the  fhore  between  the  cracks  of  the  ice,  wherewith 
confderable  labour  we  had  contrived  to  dig  a fhallow  grave  for  our  boatfwain, 
who  from  his  piping  had  attracted  their  particular  notice  and  refpeft. — We 
indeed,  at  firft  imagined  that  they  contrived  to  watch  thefe  melancholy  cere- 
monies in  order  to  dig  up  the  bodies  for  a banquet,  as  we  had  no  doubt  but 
that  they  were  a canibal  tribe.  We  however  foon  after  difcovered  that  they 
obtained  their  intelligence  from  the  conftant  watch  they  kept,  to  prevent  any 
other  bands  of  natives  from  coming  to  trade  with  us,  without  giving  them  a 
fliare  of  their  profits,  whatever  they  might  be. 

As  they  paid  us  daily  vifits,  we  at  firfi:  imagined  that  their  place  of  habitation 
was  at  no  very  great  diffance,  though  we  had  never  been  able  to  difcover  it ; but 
we  now  learnt  that  they  were  a vagrant  people,  without  any  fixed  place  of  abode, 
fleeping  where  they  could,  and  when  they  had  the  inclination;  and  that  they 
made  no  di  find  ion  between  the  night  and  the  day,  wandering  about  as  much 
during  the  one  as  the  other. — They  never  made  any  fires  in  the  night  for  fear  of 
being  furprifed  by  thofe  tribes  with  whom  they  feemed  to  be  in  a continual 
fate  of  hoflility,  and  who  mufl  have  come  acrofs  the  ice  to  attack  them  ; for 
as  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  ufe  of  fnow  fhoes,  the  woods  were  wholly 
impafifable. 

The  month  of  March  brought  no  alleviation  of  our  diftrefifes  : — It  was  as 
cold  as  the  months  which  preceded  it.  In  the  early  part  of  it  there  fell  a great 
deal  of  fnow,  which  encreafed  the  number  of  the  fick,  and  the  violence  of  the 
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diforder  in  thofe  who  were  already  afflicted  by  it. — In  the  courfe  of  this  month 
we  had  the  melancholy  office  of  performing  the  laft  imperfect  obfequies  to  the 

I 

remains  of  the  furgeon  and  the  pilot.  Thefe  were  heavy  misfortunes,  and 
the  lofs  of  the  former,  at  a moment  when  medical  knowledge  was  fo  neceflary, 
muft  be  confidered  by  all  who  read  this  page,  as  a confummate  affliction. 

The  firft  officer  finding  a return  of  his  complaint,  applied  to  the  fame  means 
of  relief  which  had  before  been  fo  fuccefsful, — exercife  and  the  juice  of  the 
pine  tree — He  made  a decoCtion  of  the  latter  which  was  extremely  naufeous, 
and  very  difficult,  though  very  much  diluted,  to  keep  on  the  ftomach  : — it 
operated  repeatedly  as  an  emetic,  before  it  became  a progreffive  remedy  : — 
and  perhaps  this  very  effeCt,  by  cleanfing  the  ftomach,  aided  the  future  falutary 
operations  of  this  anti-fcorbutic  medicine.  The  fecond  officer  and  one  or  two 
of  the  feamen  perfifting  in  the  fame  regimen,  found  fimilar  benefit,  and  were 
recovered  from  a very  reduced  ftate  ; but  it  is  one  of  the  unfortunate  fymptoms 
of  this  melancholy  diforder,  to  be  averfe  to  motion,  and  to  find  pain  bordering 
on  anguifh,  in  attempting  to  ufe  that  exercife  which  is  the  predominant  remedy. 

Having  loft  our  furgeon,  we  were  now  deprived  of  all  medical  aid. — Every 
advantage  the  fick  could  receive  from  the  moft  tender  and  vigilant  attention, 
they  received  from  myfelf,  the  firft  officer  and  a feaman,  who  were  yet  in  a 
ftate  to  do  them  that  fervice.  But  ftill  we  continued  to  fee  and  lament  a gra- 
dual diminution  of  our  crew  from  this  terrible  diforder.  Too  often  did  I find 
myfelf  called  to  afilft  in  performing  the  dreadful  office,  of  dragging  the 
dead  bodies  acrofs  the  ice,  to  a (hallow  fepulchre  which  our  own  hands  had 
hewn  out  for  them  on  the  fhore.  The  fledge  on  which  we  fetched  the  wood 
was  their  hearfe,  and  the  chafms  in  the  ice  their  grave  But  thefe  im- 
perfect rites  were  attended  with  that  fincerity  of  grief  which  does  not  always 
follow  the  gorgeous  array  of  funeral  pride  to  fepulchral  doflies.  Indeed,  the  only 
happinefs ; or,  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  more  accuracy,  the  only  alleviation  of 
our  wretchednefs  was  when  we  could  abfent  ourfclves  from  the  veflel,  and  get 
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away  from  hearing  the  groans  of  our  afflicted  people,  in  order  to  find  relief 
in  a folitary  review  of  our  forlorn  lituation.  All  our  cordial  provifions  had 
long  been  exhaufted  ; — we  had  nothing  to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  the  lick  but 
bifcuit,  rice,  and  a fmall  quantity  of  flour,  but  no  kind  of  fugar  or  wine  to 
give  with  them.  Of  fait  beef  and  pork  there  was  no  deficiency  ; but,  even  if 
it  had  been  a proper  food,  the  averfion  of  the  people  to  the  very  fight  of  it, 
would  have  prevented  its  falutary  effects.  Fifh  or  fowl  was  not  an  offer- 
ing of  the  winter  here.  A crow  or  a fea-gull  were  rare  delicacies,  and  ail 
eagle,  one  or  two  of  which  we  killed,  when  they  feemed  to  be  hovering  about, 
as  if  they  would  feed  upon  us,  inftead  of  furnifhing  us  with  food,  was  a feaft 
indeed. — Our  two  goats,  a male  and  female  of  the  fame  age,  and  who  had 
been  our  companions  throughout  the  voyage,  were  at  length  reluctantly  killed, 
and  ferved  the  fick,  with  broth,  & c.  made  of  their  flefh,  for  fourteen  days. 

Though  we  were  at  the  latter  end  of  March,  there  was,  as  yet,  no  change 
in  the  weather  ; — the  cold  ftill  continued  its  inhofpitable  feverity  : — we  now, 
however,  began  to  derive  fome  hopes  from  feeing  the  fun,  which  had  been  fo 
long  obfcured  from  us,  juft  peep  at  noon  over  the  fummits  of  the  moun- 
tains. The  thermometer  had,  during  this  month,  been  for  the  moft  part  at  15® 
and  1 6°,  though  it  had  fometimes  rifen  to  iy°. 

The  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  was  very  frofty,  with  violent  winds. 
Towards  the  middle  of  it,  we  had  fome  very  heavy  Southerly  gales,  which 
produce  the  fummer  in  thefe  high  latitudes,  as  the  Northerly  ones  prevail 
throughout  the  winter.  The  change  of  wind  produced,  as  may  be.fuppofed,  a 
fenfible  alteration  in  the  air  ; but  it  brought  heavy  ftiowers  of  fnow,  and  did  not 
become  ftationary  ; fo  that  with  the  return  of  the  North  wind,  it  became  as  cold 
as  ever.  In  fhort,  during  the  latter  part  of  this  month  there  was  a continual 
combat  of  thefe  oppofing  winds,  which  were  the  more  difagreeable,  as  it  oc- 
cafioned  thick  and  hazy  weather.  While  the  South  wind  prevailed,  the  fick 
people  grew  worfe,  and  in  the  courfe  of  this  month,  four  Europeans  and  three 

Ea  fears 
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Lafcars  died.  The  fecond  officer  and  the  feaman  who  entered  upon  the  pine 
juice  regimen,  were  now  fo  far  recovered  as  to  get  upon  deck  to  receive  the 
fhort  but  welcome  vifit  of  the  fun.  This  circumftance  induced  many  of  the 
lick  men  to  apply  to  the  decode  ion,  .and  dome  of  them  were  perfuaded  to  con- 
tinue it;  but,  in  general,  it  was  negledled,  with  a determination  to  die  at  their 
eafe,  (according  to  their  manner  of  expreffion)  rather  than  be  tormented  by  fuch 
a naufeous  and  torturing  remedy. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month,  in  the  mid-day  fun,  the  thermometer  raifed 
to  320,  but  at  night  it  fell  below  the  freezing  point  to  27°.  During  the  laft 
three  days  in  this  month,  the  natives  brought  us  fome  herring  and  fea-fowl. 
The  fifh,  I myfelf  diftributed  to  the  lick,  and  no  words  can  exprefs  the  eager 
joy  which  animated  their  haggard  countenances  on  receiving  fuch  a comforta- 
ble and  refrefhing  meal:— -and  every  encouragement  was,  of  courfe,  given  to  the 
natives  to  procure  a con  ft  ant  fupply  of  this  ftrengthening  food. 

Thefe  people  now  began  to  confole  us  with  an  affurance  that  the  cold 
would  foon  be  gone.  They  had,  indeed,  always  made  us  underftand,  that 
the  fummer  would  commence  about  the  middle  of  May,  by  counting  the 
number  of  moons.  The  fun  now  began  to  make  a large  circle  over  the  hills, 
and  at  mid-day  it  was  exceedingly  reviving.  The  lupplies  of  fifh  were  alfo 
frequent,  and  we  began  to  feel  hopes,  that  the  remaining  part  of  us  would 
get  out  of  this  defolate  abode,  and  return  again  to  our  country.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  gave  fuch  a turn  to  the  fpirits  o-f  the  people,  that  many  of  them 
con  fen  ted  to  be  brought  upon  deck  to  feel  the  rays  of  the  fun,  who  fainted 
when  they  approached  the  air.  It  is  very  fingular  that  many  of  them  who 
preferved  aftoni filing  fpirits,  and  would  fay  or  do  any  thing,  who  appeared 
in  fhort,  as  if  they  were  free  from  all  diforder,  while  they  were  in  bed,  would 
from  the  mod  trifling  motion,  or  only  touching  the  fide  of  their  hammocks,  be 
thrown  into  fuch  agonizing  pains,  and  fucceffive  faintings,  that  every  moment 
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might  be  fuppofed  to  be  their  laft.  In  this  (late  they  would  remain  for  near 
half  an.  hour,  before  they  recovered. 

By  the  6th  of  May,  there  was  an  aftonifhing  change  in  every  thing  around 
us  ; the  feamen  who  had  not  been  very  much  reduced,  recovered  miraculoufly, 
from  drinking  the  deco&ion.  We  had  now  as  much  fifh  as  we  could  eat, 
with  a great  variety  of  fea-fowl,  with  which  the  natives  daily  provided  us. — 
We  had  alfo  feen  feveral  flights  of  geefe  and  ducks  pafs  over  us,  but  none 
had  as  yet  come  within  our  reach. 

On  the  17th,  a company  of  the  natives,  with  the  King  of  the  Sound, 
named  Shenoway,  came  on  board  with  great  form,  to  congratulate  us  on  the 
return  of  fummer. — They  alfo  informed  us  that  they  had  feen  two  veflels 
at  fea,  an  article  of  intelligence  which  we  fcarce  knew  how  to  believe,  though 
it  was  confirmed  by  the  fimilar  and  fubfequent  information  of  others  of  the 
natives  ; but,  on  the  19th,  this  doubtful  account  was  verified  by  the  arrival  of 
two  canoes  conducing  a boat,  in  which  was  Captain  Dixon  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte  from  London,  which,  with  her  confort  the  King  George,  Captain 
Portlock,  he  had  left  at  Montagu  Ifle,  to  come  in  quefi:  of  us,  on  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Indians. 

If  all  the  circumftances  are  confidered, — this  muff  be  mentioned  as  a molt  ex- 
traordinary meeting;  and  when  the  horrid  fituation  of  the  Nootka  and  her  crew 
is  called  into  refledtion,  their  ficktiefs  and  their  forrow, — their  defolate  fituation 
fo  long  continued, — and  the  chilling  apprehenfions  that,  from  the  ftate  of  the 
crew  and  the  Hate  of  the  fhip,  even  when  the  weather  relaxed,  and  the  feafon 

became  favourable,  they  might  not  poflefs  the  means  of  quitting  it ; when 

all  thefe  items  of  misfortune  are  brought  to  one  aggregate  of  evil,  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  furprife  that  Captain  Dixon  fhould  be  welcomed  as  a guardian  angel 
with  tears  of  joy.  Nor  lhall  I deny  that  we  received  confiderable  affiftance 
and  fervice  from  Captain  Portlock,  whofe  embaflador  he  was.— And  here  I 

fhould 
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(hould  have  concluded  this  part  of  my  fubjeft  ; but  as  the  latter  gentleman 
in  the  account  of  his  voyage,  has  thought  proper  to  reprefent  himfelf  as  pof- 
feffing  the  virtues  of  a Samaritan,  and  that  he  exercifed  them  all  upon  me, 
I have  thought  proper  to  flate  the  hiftory  of  his  condudt  with  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  vouchers,  that  the  public  may  be  in  poffeffion  of  the  truth,  and  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  trhe  extent  of  the  obligations  I owe  to  the  juftice,  the  libe- 
rality, and  the  humanity  of  Captain  Portlock*. 

By  the  1 2th  of  May,  the  meridian  fun  became  very  powerful,  and  the 
Southerly  winds  being  fet  in,  the  air  was  foft  and  pleafant.  The  thermo- 
meter during  the  day  and  in  the  fhade  flood  at  40°,  though  at  night  it  fell  to 

the 


'*  In  May,  1787,  Captain  A.  Portlock  arrived  in  the  King  George  in  an  harbour  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  as  did 
the  Ctueen  Charlotte, Captain  Dixon,  who  was  difpatched  with  the  boats  on  a trading  trip,  and  arrived  in  Snug  Corner 
Cove,  with  the  long-boat  of  the  King  George  and  two  whale  boats.  They  were  informed  by  the  natives,  that  a veflel 
was  at  anchor  near  them,  which  they  underdood  to  be  the  Nootka,  Captain  Meares.  On  this  intelligence,  Captain 
Dixon  was  conducted  by  the  natives,  and  arrived  on  board  the  Nootka  late  in  the  evening. 

When  our  mutual  furprife  was  in  fome  meafure  abated,  Captain  Dixon  was  informed  by  me  of  my  condition,  and  the 
misfortunes  which  we  had  encountered.  To  which  he  replied,  that  it  only  lay  in  Captain  Portlock’s  power  to  lend 
us  the  a (li fiance  he  faw  we  fo  much  wanted,  and  that  he  propofed  to  depart  very  early  in  the  morning  to  the  diips, 
which  were  diflant  near  20  leagues  : he  alfo  added  he  was  certain  that  Captain  Portlock  would  put  to  fea  immediately  on 
his  hearing  this  intelligence  of  us. 

I made  Captain  Dixon  fenfible  of  our  fituation,  and  that  I had  no  boat  capable  of  proceeding  down  to  the  fliips  ; I 
therefore  requefied  to  know  if  he  would  give  me  a padage,  in  order  that  I might  lay  before  Captain  Portlock  the  hifiory  of 
our  diflrcffes ; but  Captain  Dixon  very  honefily  informed  me,  that  though  he  would  mod  affuredly  accommodate  me  with 
a palTage,  yet  he  did  not  think  that  Captain  Portlock  would  fend  up  a boat  in  return.  I then  conddered,  that,  if  I went 
down,  and  the  fliips  diould  neverthelefs  fail,  leaving  me  to  get  back  as  I could,  I diould  be  in  a date  of  the  mod  accu- 
mulated misfortune ; — and,  though  my  going  down  would  have  been  fome  tie  on  Captain  Portlock  to  fend  me  back  to 
my  diip  in  one  of  his  boats,  yet  the  didance  between  us  being  fo  great,  it  would  take  up  fome  days  of  his  time,  which 
might  be  to  the  detriment  of  his  voyage  : I therefore,  on  this  confidcration,  waved  going,  and  indantly  wrote  to  Captain 
Portlock  by  Captain  Dixon.  (No  1.) 

A few  hours  after  the  departure  of  Captain  Dixon,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  if  we  could  podlbly  launch  the  long-boat, 
and  proceed  to  the  (hip,  it  might  be  the  means  of  lean  ing  fome  abidance  previous  to  their  departure. 

The  hull  of  the  boat,  indeed,  was  deplorable, — for  when  we  launched  her  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we  could  keep 
her  afloat;  neverthelefs,  1 embarked  in  her  (accompanied  by  the  fir  ft  odicer  and  five  men)  the  fame  evening.  I took 
with  me  two  calks  of  rum,  and  feveral  bags  of  rice,  to  exchange  for  fome  gin,  and  a little  fugar  and  cheefe  ; all  w hich, 
Captain  Dixon  informed  me,  they  had  in  abundance. 

Fortunately  we  had  fine,  weather ; and  arrived  at  the  fhip  about  three  o’clock  the  following  evening,  jud  before 
the  commencement  of  a gale  of  wind.  When  we  got  along-fide  the  King  George,  the  boat  was  half  full  of  water; 
and  the  carpenter  could  not  avoid  exprefling  his  aftonilhment,  that  we  had  ventured  fitch  a didance  in  her. 

Captain 


INTRODUCTORY  VOYAGE. 


XXV 


the  freezing  point,  and  fpread  a thin  ice  over  had  thawed  in  the  day. 

The  main  body  of  ice,  however,  by  which  we  were  furrounded,  began  to 
loofen  from  the  fhore,  where  it  was  broken  by  the  tide,  which  riles  and 
falls  eighteen  feet,  while  the  drain  of  the  thaw  in  the  country  drove  the 
pieces  of  ice  out  to  fea.  The  veffel  now  fwung  to  her  anchors,  the  ice  having 
thawed  from  around  her: — Our  lick  were  recovering  very  fad:,  though  two 
of  them  baffled  the  return  of  the  fun,  and,  in  fpite  of  our  utmoft  attentions, 
added  to  the  number  of  thofe  whom  fate  had  ordained  to  take  their  lad: 
lleep  on  this  horrid  fhore. — The  face  of  the  country,  however,  was  dill 
covered  with  fnow,  and  no  vegetable  produdtion  was  yet  attainable  but  the 
pine  tops;  that  the  fternefs  of  winter  had  deigned  to  fpare  us,  and  which 
proved  an  efficacious  remedy  to  thofe  who  perlided  in  the  ufe  of  them. 

D On 

Captain  Portlock  received  us  with  great  rolitencfs  ; and  we  found  that  Captain  Dixon  had  arrived  but  a few  hours 
before  us.  As  foon  as  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves,  I explained  to  Captain  Portlock  the  nature  of  ray  errand, — -which  he 
heard,  and  faid  he  would  confult  Captain  Dixon  on  the  fubjeft.  I then  proceeded,  to  give  him,  without  referve,  fuch 
information  relative  to  the  various  expeditions  on  the  coaft,  their  views,  the  probable  time  of  their  arrivals,  ©V.  &c. 
w hich  muft  have  been  invaluable  to  him,  from  his  utter  ignorance  of  any  other  fhips.  T gave  him  this  information  from 
pure  commitfe  ration  for  the  hitherto  unfortunate  events  of  his  voyage,  and  to  guide  him  in  his  future  proceedings: — In 
fliort,  I communicated  every  thing  in  my  power. 

In  a little  time  Captain  Portlock,  in  the  prefence  of  Captain  Dixon,  informed  me,  that  it  was  entirely  out  of  his  power 
to  afiift  me  with  men  : — this  they  did,  I fancy,  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  favour  ; for  on  my  prelling  that  part  of  my  re- 
qued  with  great  earneftnefs,  and  urging  that  common  humanity  obliged  them,  and  what  they  would  expect  were  they 
in  my  fituation  ; they  confented  to  give  me  two  men,  one  from  each  vefi'el;  but  required  a frefli  reprefentation  by  letter, 
which  I wrote  them,  (No.  II.)  Two  feamcn  were  then  called  in,  and,  I fuppofe  out  of  delicacy,  the  Captains  left  the' 
cabin.  Thefe  men  informed  me,  that  they  would  go  with  me  on  the  terms  of  Four  Pounds  per  month,  .and  one  Otter- 
fkin  each.  It  appeared  to  be  needlefs  to  argue  with  them, — I was  at  their  mercy, — and  therefore  clofed  the  agreement, 
except  the  demand  of  the  otter-Ikin,  without  much. heft tatron,  though  they  had  but  Thirty  Shillings  per  month  on  board 
the  European  (hips.  I indeed  thought,  that  Captain  Portlock  might  have  interfered,  in  fome  degree,  to  regulate  this 
matter  more  to  my  advantage.  Tire  agreement  was  immediately  made  in  writing,  duly  figned  and  fettled,'  between 
lnyfelf  and  thefe  feamen ; and  Captain  Portlock  'was  a fubfer thing  Witnrfs. 

In  return  for  the  two  cades  of  rum,  of  50  gallons  each,  and  1 2 bags  of  rice  of  about  joolb.  I received  6 gallons  of 
brandy,  1 1 of  gin,  two  calks  of  flour,  of  20  gallons  each,  10  gallons  of  melafles,  and  fix  loaves  of  Englilh  fugar. 

The  fame  evening,  at  my  requeft.  Captain  Portlock  ordered  his  carpenter  to  caulk  my  long-boat’s  bottom,  fo  that 
die  was  rendered  fit  for  my  return. 

During  thofe  aits  of  mutual  civility,  I really  thought  inyfelf  much  indebted  to  Captain  Portlock;  and  in  return 
offered  him  fuch  articles  as  I could  fpare;  fuch  as  rum,  rice,  and  a new'  cable  of  13  inches  (Europe;)  but  he  declined 
receiving  any  of  thefe,  not  being  in  want  of  them.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  I bid  him  adieu  ; and  arrived  fafe  on 
board  the  Nootka  with  the  two  feamen. 
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On  the  17th  of  May,  a general  diffolution  took  place  throughout  the  Cove, 
and  when  we  once  again  found  ourfelves  in  clear  water,  the  hopes  of  leaving 
this  fcene  of  fo  much  diftrefs  and  horror,  cheered  our  languid  minds  with 
inexpreffible  comfort. 

The  number  of  natives  which  we  faw,  did  not  exceed  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred.— They  are  a ftrong,  raw-boned  race  of  people,  and  in  fize  rather  ex- 
ceeding the  common  ffcature  of  Europeans.  They  have  no  town,  village,  or 
fixed  place  of  abode,  but  are  continually  wandering  up  and  down  the  Sound,  as 
fancy  leads  or  neceffity  impels  them,  confidering  the  whole  of  that  territory  as 
fubjeT  to  them,  and  fuffering  no  other  tribe  to  enter  whom  they  have  ftrength 
fufficient  to  keep  out,  without  paying  them  a tribute  for  that  privilege.  When, 

however. 


A few  days  afterwards,  I was  furprifedto  fee  Captain  Portlock’s  two  boats  enter  the  Cove  : they  brought  me  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  that  gentleman. 


DEAR  SIR, 


Cape  Hichineroke,  on  board  the  King  George, 
May  19  th,  1787. 


I HOPE  by  tire  time  you  receive  this  you  will  be  clear  of  the  ice,  the  remains  of  your  crew 
on  the  recovering  hand,  and  your  veil'd  in  a Hate  of  quitting  the  Sound,  which  I think  cannot  be  done  too  foon,  as  on 
quitting  the  coail,  by  a iliort  run  you  may  be  amongft  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  where  every  refrefhment  may  be  had  for 
putting  your  Chip’s  company  in  a proper  date  for  proceeding  towards  China;  where,  at  a proper  feafon,  hope  to  fee  you 
in  good  health. 

1 think  it  was  on  thefecond  day  after  you  left  ustliatwe  failed  from  Port  Rofe,  Montague  Iiland;  and,  after  round- 
ing the  Eaft  end  of  the  faid  iiland,  it  retched  over  for  this  place,  where  I lay  much  expofcd ; but,  at  all  events,  mean 
to  remain  until  the  return  of  my  long-boat  from  Cook’s  River,  and  the  Coail  tending  that  way ; to  which  place  I dif- 
patched  her  the  day  after  you  left  us,  and  expedt  her  in  about  one  month. 

Captain  Dixon  took  his  leave  of  me  off  the  Cape,  bound  to  the  Southward  towards  King  George’s  Sound,  with  direc- 
tions to  touch  at  every  port  lie  could  make  along  the  coaft,  and  try  what  may  be  done  on  his  way  there : and  as  the  wea- 
ther iince  his  departure  hath  been  favourable,  I hope  he  will  make  a good  hand  of  it. 

I remember  before  you  left  us  to  have  heard  you  fay,  that  you  had  an  abundance  of  trade  of  every  kind  remaining  : 
and  now,  my  good  friend,  I think,  in  your  prefent  fituation,  that  trade  cannot,  at  lead  that  it  ought  not,  to  be  your 
object.  I mud  beg  that  you  would  fpare  me  a part  of  it.  The  articles  I wiih  you  to  (pare  arc  beads  of  different  kinds, 
particularly  the  fmall  green  and  yellow  fort,  and  of  them  as  much  as  podible  ; iron  unwrought,  and  your  fpare  an- 
vil, you  may  remember  that  1 mentioned  my  want  of  pepper  and  a compafs. 

1 hope  to  fee  you  as  you  pafs  through  the  Sound  : and  remain,  with  edecin, 

Your’s  fincerely, 


N AT  H L’  PORTLOCK. 


Cart.  John  Meares,  Snmu  Nootka, 
Sutherland  Cow,  Prince  William’s  Sound. 


1 wrote 
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however,  they  are  intruded  upon  by  a more  powerful  nation,  which  fometimes 
happens,  they  retreat  to  certain  rocks  which  are  inacceffible  but  by  a ladder 
that  is  drawn  up  after  them,  and  even  their  canoes,  which  are  of  a very  light 
conflrudlion,  are  hauled  up  with  them. 

They  have  a King  whofe  name  was  Sheenoway  ; he  was  a very  old  man 
and  almoft  blind.- — When  he  firft  vilited  us  in  the  preceding  autumn,  he 
brought  with  him  three  women,  whom  he  called  his  wives,  and  were  accord- 
ingly treated  with  a fuitable  attention,  being  prefented  with  fuch  articles  as 
appeared  to  be  mold  agreeable  to  them ; but  they  would  not  fuffer  the  mod:  diftant 
familiarity  from  any  ofus.  Thefe  and  three  or  four  others  were  the  only  women 
we  faw  amongffc  them. — We  wilhed  very  much  to  get  one  of  their  boys  to  live 

D 2 with 

I wrote  him  by  return  of  the  boats,  (No.  III.)  I hefitated  not  a moment  in  complying  with  the  purport  of  his  letter  ; 
and  as  I could  not  get  at  the  articles  of  trade,  they  being  flowed  in  the  hold,  I fent  what  I had  at  hand,  viz.  the  com- 
pafs,  forne  pepper,  a few  bags  of  rice,  400  or  5001b.  each,  and  feveral  other  articles  which  I thought  he  wanted,  though 
he  did  not  pay  by  any  means  an  adequate  attention  to  my  wants  by  his  boats. 

The  Nootka  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  was  ready  for  fea  : we  therefore  failed  out  of  the  Cove,  where  we  had  been  fo 
long  imprifoned,  and  anchored  the  next  evening  in  Port  Etches,  where  the  King  George  was  alfo  at  anchor.  I again 
met  Captain  Portlock  with  every  civility. 

A few  days  after  my  arrival,  as  we  were  converfing  in  a friendly  manner  on  board  his  own  fhip,  I was  much  furprifed 
at  his  putting  into  my  hand  the  following  letter. 

King  George,  Port  Etches, 

June  ytb,  1 ;S 7. 

CAPTAIN  MEARES, 

AT  the  time  I fpared  you  Thomas  Dixon  and  George  Willis,  to  aflifl  in  navigating 
the  Nootka  to  China,  I had  thoughts  of  quitting  this  Sound,  and  proceeding  to  other  parts  of  the  coafts  ; therefore  your 
flay  in  the  Sound,  and  carrying  on  a trade  with  the  natives,  could  not,  in  any  material  degree,  affedt  me.  I therefore 
propofed  to  you  no  conditions  refpefting  trade,  in  confideration  of  that  afiiflance,  which,  if  I had  done,  I am  pretty  cer- 
tain you  would  very  readily  have  complied  with.  Since  that  period  I have  had  good  reafon  for  adopting  another  plan,  a 
part  of  which  is  to  remain  in  the  Sound,  and  purchafe  every  fkin,  of  every  kind,  that  came  in  my  way;  and  as  your 
remaining  in  the  Sound  and  trading  mu  ft,  of  courfe,  flop  a confiderable  part  of  the  trade  that  I might  get,  I find  myfelf 
in  duty  bound,  on  account  of  my  employers  interefls,  to  propofe  the  following  conditions, — which,  if  you  would  wifi  to 
keep  the  ajftfiancc  1 have  already  lent , you  will  find  it  neceffary  to  comply  with.  The  Conditions  are  thefe, — That  you  bind 
yourfelfin  a Bond  of  five  hundred  pounds,  “ that  no  trade  be  carried  on  for  (kins  of  any  kind  by  yourfelf,  or  any  of  your 
crew,  during  your  flay  in  the  Sound  this  feafon,  and  that  you  let  me  have  twenty  bars  of  iron,  and  fome  beads.” 
Cn  thefe,  and  only  thefe  Conditions,  you  keep  vohat  affiance  I have  already  lent,  and  receive  what  other  ajjifiance  I have 
pi  my  power  to  afford  you  : at  the  fame  time  I muft  allure  you,  that  was  I in  your  fituation  I fnould  not  hefitatc  a moment 
tin  complying  with  the  terms  propofed.  You  have  made  a good  purchafe, — I have  mine  to  make.  You  have  more  trade 
ban  you  can  pofiibly  difpofe  of, — I have  mine  to  make. 
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with  us,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  knowledge  of  their  language  and  manners ; this 
proportion,  however,  they  conftantly  refufed  ; but  on  condition  that  we  fliould 
leave  one  of  our  people  with  them.  Indeed  the  King  himfelf  always  hefitated  to 
come  on  board,  unlefs  one  of  our  feamen  remained  in  the  canoe  during  his  vifit. 

Some  time  in  October,  1786,  his  Majefty  brought  us  a young  woman  and 
offered  her  for  fale  ; and  fhe  was  accordingly  bought  for  an  axe  and  a fmall 
quantity  of  glafs  beads.  We  at  firlt  thought  that  fhe  was  one  of  his  own 
women,  but  fhe  foon  made  us  underftand  that  fire  was  a captive,  and  had  been 
taken  with  a party  of  her  tribe,  who  had  been  killed  and  eaten,  which 
was  the  general  lot  of  all  prifoners  taken  in  war.  She  alone  had  been  preferved 
to  wait  upon  the  Royal  ladies,  who  were  now  tired,  or  perhaps  jealous  of  her 

fervices. 


A requifition  fo  illiberal  called  forth  all  my  afionifliment ; and  it  was  with  difficulty  I could  fupprefs  the  indignation 
1 naturally  felt,  at  the  fliameful  advantage  he  propofed  to  take  of  my  helplefs  fituation.  However,  for  what  could  I do  ? 
Impelled  by  cruel  neceffity,  I agreed  to  thcfe  hard  conditions,  with  a provifo,  that  he  gave  me  his  honour  to  let 
me  have  another  man  from  him,  and  the  probability  of  a boy  ; and  as  he  informed  me  that  he  had  a quantity  of  porter 
on  board  for  the  Japan  market,  and  other  articles,  fitch  as  fugar,  chocolate,  See.  that  he  would  let  me  have  as  much  of 
thofe  articles  as  I wanted-,  at  the  Canton  price,  as  he  did  not  mean  to  go  to  Japan  : — all  this  he  allured  me  that  he  would 
comply  with  : — in  return,  I pledged  my  honour  not  to  trade,  or  permit  my  people  ; — the  beads  and  iron  were  accordingly 
fent  him.  Before  I finifhed  my  vifit,  he  fixed  the  next  day  to  fend  the  man,  perhaps  the  boy,  and  certainly  the  porter, 
which  to  us  would  have  been  an  invaluable  acquifition,  on  account  of  our  fcorbutic  habits  of  body,  and  having  nothing 
but  falted  beef  to  exifi  on  down  to  the  ifiands,  the  very  idea  of  which  we  naufeated. 

The  next  day  his  carpenter  came  on  board,  who  began  to  caulk  the  deck,  and  examine  the  pumps.  Captain  Portlock 
employed  alfo  fome  of  his  people  to  brew  beer  and  cut  wood  for  us. 

Captain  Portlock  bad  done  all  this  with  fo  many  profefiions,  that  it  was  all  for  the  good  of  his  owners,  and  appeared 
fo  friendly  to  me,  that  I really  was  deceived  by  him. 

His  carpenter  when  caulking  part  of  our  deck  had  ufed  about  fifty  pounds  of  oakum  of  his  own,  we  having  none  of 
that  article,  or  men  to  pick  it ; — to  replace  this,  1 fent  on  board  feveral  lengths  of  an  old  cable,  about  1 1 fathoms,  when 
one  of  Captain  Portlock’s  people  came  on  board  with  a meflage  that  he  wanted  20  fathoms  of  cable  more,  to  replace  the 
oakum  : furprifed  at  this  declaration,  I fent  my  firlt  officer  on  board,  to  explain  to  Captain  Portlock  that  I really  had  no 
more  junk  or  old  cable  in  the  fliip,  and  that  if  lie  perlifted  in  his  demand,  I mult  ruin  a cable  to  comply  with  it,  and  that 
I thought  w hat  lie  had  already  received  was  a full  equivalent.  Soon  after  I received  from  Captain  Portlock  the  following 
letter. 


DEAR  SIR, 

I SHOULD  be  glad  if  you  would  fend  me  the  other  eight  tars  of  fquare  iron  to 
make  up  the  number  wc  had  agreed  on  ; if  you  have  not  fquare  iron  at  hand  1 mud  make  flat  iron  do;  but  I believe 
you  have  fufficient  of  either  fort,  cafily  to  be  got  at.  One  ot  the  twelve  bars  that  1 have  received,  my  armourer  lias 
ufed  in  lengthening  your  pump-fpears,  and  fitting  the  boxes,  therefore  I may  fay  the  number  received,  inflead  of 
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fervices.  She  remained  with  us  near  four  months,  and  appeared  to  be  very 
contented  with  her  condition.  She  had  informed  us  that  die  belonged  to  a tribe 
who  lived  to  the  Southward,  and  it  was  our  intention  to  have  coafted  it  along 
the  enfuing  fummer,  in  quell  of  furs,  and  redored  her  to  her  own  people,  had 
not  the  diftreffes  which  have  been  already  related  prevented  us  from  purfuing 
any  defign  of  that  nature.  With  what  truth  we  know  not,  but  fhe  always 
reprefented  the  natives  of  the  Sound,  as  tire  mod  favage  of  any  inhabitants  of 
the  Coad,  and  continually  repeated,  that  it  was  the  fear  of  our  great  guns  alone, 
which  prevented  them  from  killing  and  devouring  us. 

During  the  intenfe  frod  in  January  and  February,  we  were  vifited  by  fome 
intermediate  tribes,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  her  people,  by  whom 

fire 


twenty,  is  only  eleven.  In  confequence  of  what  patted  yefterday  between  us,  refpcdling  the  junk,  I Tent  my  boatfwain 
on  board,  and  expected  he  would  have  received  about  fifteen  fathoms;  he  was  offered  five  or  fix,  which  quantity  he  did 
not  bring  on  board,  as  I had  told  him  what  I thought  lie  would  receive.  You  mull  confider  the  wafle  there  is  in  picking 
oakum  ; befides  the  employment  of  my  people,  whofe  labour  fliould,  had  it  not  been  on  your  account,  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  my  own  fitip,  in  a grading  expedition  up  the  Sound  ; but,  as  it  is,  all  hands  muff  turn  too  for  fome  days, 
and  pick  oakum,  ready  for  my  carpenter  to  begin  caulking  the  (hip  immediately  on  finifiting  with  you  ; therefore  the  lofs 
of  time  I have  fuftained  is  of  more  confequence  to  my  owners  than  I fliould  fuppofe  even  fifty  fathoms  of  junk  would  be 

to  your’s. Difpatch  this  boat  as  quick  as  you  can,  and  the  third  man  is  getting  himfelf  ready  for  you. 1 hope  you 

are  well  this  morning,  &e. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your’s  fincerely, 

N.  P O R T L O C K, 

I then  fent  the  cable,  which  contained  twenty  times  the  quantity  I had  received  from  him. 

Captain  Portlock  alfo  defired  me  to  lend  him  fix  flands  of  arms,  fome  brafs  mufketoans,  and  the  anvil,  until  we  met 
in  China,  which  I immediately  fent  on  board. 

However,  day  after  day  he  deferred  fending  the  man,  boy,  or  porter,  or,  indeed,  fulfilling  the  remainder  of  his 
agreement ; — and  thus  matters  relied  till  we  were  ready  for  fea  : — l then  requeued  Mr.  Rollings  to  go  on  board,  and  en- 
deavour to  make  Captain  Portlock  comply  with  his  agreement,  and  fave  his  honour;  when,  to  my  utter  aftonifhment, 
Mr.  Hollings  returned  with  the  following  anfwer  : — “ that  he  would  fpare  me  20  dozen  of  porter,  and  10  gallons  of 
“ gin,  for  a new  European  13  inch  cable;  (which  coft  in  Bengal  near  200/.)  that  lie  couid  not  fpare  the  man,  but 
“ would  give  mean  old  9 inch  hawfer,  of  So  fathoms.”  I naturally  rejedted  thistoffer  with  indignation,  the  articles 
being  by  no  means  of  equal  value,  and  as  lie  refufed  to  fulfil  his  part  of  the  agreement  between  us.  I told  him,  however, 
in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Hollings,  that  if  he  was  in  diftrefsfora  cable,  I would  fpare  him  one,  at  the  rate  that  the  owners 
bought  it,  but  on  no  other  terms,  as  I had  no  orders  to  eat  or  drink  away  the  property  of  the  fhip. 


I then. 
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file  fent  invitations  to  them  to  come  to  us  ; to  which  we  added  prefents  of  beads 
as  an  encouragement  to  receive  a vifit  from  them  ; and  within  a few  da}'s  of  the 
time,  when  fhe  mentioned  her  expectation  of  their  arrival,  fome  of  them  came 
in  three  fingle  canoes,  and  brought  a fmall  quantity  of  fkins.  She  earneftly 
requefled  permifiion  to  depart  with  them,  but  as  we  expedited  to  derive  fome 
advantage  from  her  information  in  the  fummer,  her  defire  was  not  granted. 
While,  however,  our  people  were  gone  down  to  breakfaft,  fhe  contrived  to 
get  to  the  canoes,  and  we  faw  her  no  more.  At  the  time  the  girl  left  us,  the 
fcurvy  was  not  arrived  to  the  cruel  height  which  it  afterwards  attained. — • 
Never thelefs  Hie  made  us  fenfible  that  the  fame  diforder  prevailed  in  her  nation, 
and  that  whenever  the  fymptoms  appeared,  they  removed  to  the  South- 
ward where  the  climate  was  more  genial,  and  where  plenty  of  fifli  was  to 
be  obtained*  which  never  failed  to  prove  the  means  of  their  recovery. 

The 


I then  obferved  to  him,  that  if  he  had  no  regard  to  his  honour,  yet  it  would  appear  but  common  humanity  to  fpare 
ks  fuch  articles  as  would  tend  to  keep  this  dedruftive  diforder  under,  until  we  fliould  arrive  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 
I reprefented,  that  it  was  againft  his  own  and  owners  intered  to  keep  an  article  of  this  kind  for  the  China  market,  when 
he  had  had  an  offer  of  the  highed  price  ever  given  at  Canton  for  articles  of  the  like  natuse. 

On  no  other  terms  could  I procure  the  porter,  and  other  little  articles,  but,  as  I have  mentioned  before,  for  the  new 
cable,  which  I rejected  ; and  in  confequence  of  my  refufal  to  comply  with  his  exorbitant  and  difhonourable  demands, 
Captain  Portlock  refufed  the  two  men  and  the  boy,  withdrew  his  carpenter,  and  in  other  private  points  was  guilty  of 
the  mod:  improper  conduct.  When  he  recalled  his  carpenter,  this  fellow  declared  to  Captain  Portlock,  that 

our  filip  was  not  in  a date  of  fafety;  her  feams  being  open  every  where,  and  the  pumps  not  finiflied.  For  what 
lie  had  done,  (viz.J  caulking  two  feams  fore  and  aft,  Captain  Portlock  permitted  him  to  charge  fixty  dollars,  which  I 
refufed,  and  agreed  with  him  for  forty  dollars,  or  ten  pounds,  which  was  paid  him  by  Mr.  Cox  at  Canton.  Captain 
Portlock  received  the  money. 

On  the  1 8 th  of  June,  I received  another  letter  as  follows. 

Kinc  Georce,  Port  Etches,  near  Cape  Hinchinbroke, 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  June  18,  17S7. 

CAPTAIN  M E A r e s, 

I HAVE  had  very  recent,  good  reafon  to  think  that,  after  you  have  quitted  this 
Sound,  you  mean  to  put  into  fome  ports  on  the  coad  of  America,  to  carry  on  a trading  fcheme;  now,  Sir,  you  will 
recolleft,  that,  in  your  reprefentation  to  me  of  your  didrefled  lituation,  the  navigating  your  veffel  from  this  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  and  from  thence  to  China,  in  fafety,  was  what  you  gave  me  to  underdand  as  your  only  wifli. 

If  this  is  really  your  intention,  as  a man  of  honour  you  cannot  refnfe  giving  111c  a fecurity  that  you  will  leave  the  coad 
immediately  on  your  quitting  this  Sound,  and  purfuing  that  route. — In  confequence  of  your  letter  I have  granted  you 
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The  natives  of  the  Sound,  of  either  fex,  keep  their  hair  rather  Ihort ; — but 
of  the  fame  length  before  as  behind : indeed  their  faces  are  generally  fo 
covered  with  it,  that  they  are  obliged  to  be  continually  feparating  it,  in  order 
to  fee  before  them. — The  men  have  universally  a (lit  in  their  under  lip,  be- 
tween the  projecting  part  of  the  lip  and  the  chin,  which  is  cut  parallel  with 
their  mouths,  and  has  the  appearance  of  another  mouth.  The  boys  have  two, 
three,  or  four  holes,  where  the  flit  is  in  the  men,  which  is  perhaps  the  distinc- 
tive mark  of  manhood.  The  women  have  the  fame  apertures  as  the  boys,  with 
pieces  of  Shell  fixed  in  them  refembling  teeth. 

Both  Sexes  have  the  Septum  of  the  nofe  perforated,  in  which  they  generally 
wear  a large  quill  or  a piece  of  the  bark  of  a tree.  Their  beards  which, 
however,  are  common  but  in  perfons  advanced  in  years,  are  on  the  upper  lip, 

and 

two  of  the  bed  rnen  from  the  King  George,  but  you  may  be  well  allured  it  was  not  to  enable  you  to  trade  along  the 
coaft. 

Mr.  Crelfelman  has  the  paper  with  him,  which  you  cannot  refufe  to  fign,  provided  you  mean  to  proceed  as  you  declared 
you  intended  to  do. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

NATH1-  PORTLOCK. 

You  will  pleafe  to  be  fpeedy  in  your  determination,  that  I may,  in  cafe  you  do  not  chufe  to  comply,  in  giving  me  the 
fecurity  I have  alked,  return  you  the  articles  I have  received,  and  take  my  people  on  board  again. 

I need  not  comment  on  this  tranfaftion.  I was  obliged  to  fubmit ; and  1 accordingly  tigned  the  Bond,  of  which 
I here  give  an  exact  copy  : — 

COPT  OF  THE  BOND. 

Ship  King  George,  Port  Etches, 

June  j&tb,  1787. 

Be  it  known  unto  all  Men,  That  the  under-written  mutual  Agreement  and  Obligation  was  this  day 
entered  into  and  agreed  upon  between  A.  Portlock,  commander  of  the  King  George,  from  England,  on  the 
one  part,  and  John  Meares,  commander  of  the  fnow  Nootka,  from  Bengal,  on  the  other  part,  under  the 
pains  and  forfeitures  as  under-mentioned  : — 

Whereas  the  above-mentioned  John  Meares,  in  wintering  on  the  New  Coaft  of  America,  unfortunately  loft  the 
greateft  part  of  his  (hip’s  company,  and  was  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs,  not  being  able  to  navigate  his 
velfel  to  China,  In  confequence  of  the  diflrelled  fituation,  as  reprefented  by  the  faid  John  Meares  to  the  faid 

A.  Portlock. 
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and  about  the  extremity  of  the  chin,  which  in  the  winter  is  generally  frofted 
with  icicles. — The  younger  part  of  them,  as  we  imagine,  pull  it  out  as  it 
appears. — They  have  high  cheek  bones,  and  round  flat  faces,  with  fmall  black 
eyes  and  jetty  hair. — Their  afpedt  is  wild  and  favage,  and  their  ears  are  full 
of  holes,  from  which  ^ang  pendants  of  bone  or  fhell.  They  ufe  a red  kind 
of  paint,  with  which  they  befmear  their  necks  and  faces ; but  after  the  death 
of  friends  or  relations,  it  is  changed  into  black.  Their  hair  is  aim  oft  covered 
with  the  down  of  birds.  Their  cloathing  confifls  of  a fingle  frock,  made  of 
the  fea-otter  fkin,  which  hangs  down  to  their  knees  and  leaves  their  legs  bare. 
The  drefs  they  ufe  in  their  canoes,  is  made  of  the  guts  of  the  whale,  which 
covers  their  heads,  and  the  lower  part  being  tied  round  the  hole  in  which 
thev  fit,  prevents  the  water  from  getting  into  the  canoe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
keeps  them  warm  and  dry.  This  indeed  may  be  confidered  as  their  principal 
drefs,  as  they  pafs  the  far  greater  part  of  their  time  in  the  canoes. 

There 


A.  Portlock,  commanding  the  King  George,  the  laid  A.  Portlock  promifed  and  agreed  to  affift  the  faid  John 
Meares,  by  lending  him  two  able  feamen  to  enable  him  to  profecute  his  voyage  to  China,  on  Condition 
That  the  faid  John  Meares  fit  all,  on  his  leaving  Prince  William’s  Sound,  where  he  now  is,  immediately 
proceed  to  Canton,  and  not  on  any  account  whatfoever  (except  drove  by  necellity  or  accident)  meet  with,  or 
continue  to  trade  or  barter  with  the  natives  of  any  part  of  the  faid  coaft,  &c.  for  otter-lkins,  or  any  other  furs, 
the  produce  of  the  faid  coafts,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  film  of  1000 /.  of  good  and  lawful  money  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  the  faid  A.  Portlock,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  atligns,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  faid  fliip 
King  George. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fubferibed  our  hands  the  day  and  t ear  above-mentioned. 

As  1 had  good  reafon  to  apprehend  further  demands  from  the  illiberal  and  fordid  fpirit  of  Captain  Portlock,  I prepared 
immediately  to  put  to  fea;  but,  before  I could  eftedt  my  pu.rpofe,  the  fame  officer  who  had  brought  me  the  bond  came 
on  board  once  more,  with  a peremptory  demand  that  the  two  men,  whom  I had  received  on  my  firft  interview  with 
Captain  Portlock,  ffiould  be  returned  to  the  King  George.  On  being  informed  that  Captain  Portlock  determined  to  keep 
the  bond,  as  well  as  the  articles  with  which  I may  be  faid  to  have  very  dearly  purchafed  tlxtfe  men,  I refufed  to  let  them 
go; — when  1 was  informed,  that  force  would  be  employed  to  compel  my  fubmiflion  to  the  demand  he  brought.  My 
anfwer  to  this  menace  was,  That  as  I had  fulfilled  every  engagement  on  my  part,  I fiiould  infill  on  my  right  to  the  men  ; 
and  that  if  Captain  Portlock,  whom  I deferibed  in  the  moll  decided  and  unequivocal  terms,  fiiould  make  any  attempt  cn 
the  (hip,  1 was  determined  to  repel  force  by  force. — On  this  the  officer  departed  ; and  in  about  half  an  hour  returned,  with 
a mefiage  from  his  Captain  that  I might  keep  the  men  ; but  without  accompanying  it  w ith  any  apology  for  his  conduft. 

When  the  veflel  was  under  fail,  Captain  Portlock  thought  proper  to  fend  me  a Sandwich  llkmd  cap  and  cloak  as  a pre- 
fent ; which  1 returned. 


Such 
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There  are  to  be  found  here  all  the  different  kinds  of  firs  which  grow  on 
the  other  fide  of  America. — There  is  alfo  fnake  root  and  ginfeng,  fome  of 
which  the  natives  have  always  with  them  as  a medicine,  though  we  never 
could  procure  any  quantity  of  it. 

The  woods  are  thick  and  fpread  over  about  two-thirds  of  the  afcent  of 
the  mountains,  which  terminate  in  huge  maffes  of  naked  rock.  The  black 
pine,  which  grows  in  great  plenty,  is  capable  of  making  excellent  fpars. 
We  faw  alfo  a few  black  currant  bufhes  when  we  entered  the  Sound  in  Sep- 
tember, but  no  other  kind  of  fruit  or  any  fpecies  of  vegetable.  At  that  time, 
indeed,  the  high  grounds  were  covered  with  fnow,  and  the  lowlands  were 
an  entire  fwamp  from  the  ftreams  of  melted  fnow  which  flowed  from  above. 

E The 

- I 

Such  was  the  conduit  of  Captain  Portlock. To  obferve  upon  it  would  unneceffarily  lengthen  an  article,  already 

too  long.  Every  one  is  capable  of  determining  upon  the  tendernefs  or  the  cruelty  of  this  man’s  demeanour  to  me. 

Whether  it  demands  deteftation  or  praife,  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  read  the  pages  which  contain  this  faithful 
and  unexaggerated  account  of  it. 

The  Letters  of  Captain  Portlock  to  me  are  copied  from  the  originals  in  my  pojfejjion ; and,  having  infertcd  them , it  may  be 
expcBcd  that  I Jbould  publijb  thofe  which  / wrote  to  him  ; — they  are  therefore  added. 

( No.  I. ) 

To  Capt.  N.  Portlock, 


Commanding  the  King  George. 


8 I R, 


I MAKE  no  doubt,  but  that  you  will  be  furprifed  on  the  perufal  of  a letter  from  a bro- 
ther officer  in  this  diflant  part  of  the  globe  ; and  as  Captain  Dixon  has  been  fo  good  as  to  offer  a conveyance  of  this  to 
you,  I could  not  omit  the  favourable  moment  that  providentially  offers  itfelf. 

Some  few  days  ago,  the  natives  informed  me  of  the  arrival  of  two  ffiips  in  this  Sound,  which,  this  evening,  we  found  to 
be  fa<ff,  by  the  arrival  of  Captain  Dixon  on  board  the  Nootka. 

I had  wrote  a note  a few  days  ago,  which  I intruded  to  one  of  the  natives,  to  deliver  on  board  one  of  the  fliips,  which 
he  promifed  to  do  for  a certain  reward. 

Before  I proceed  further,  Sir,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  you  fome  account  of  ourfelves : Captain  Dixon  will  give  you 
a proper  account  of  the  fize  of  the  fliip,  and  fo  forth. 

I failed  from  Bengal,  in  company  with  the  Sea  Otter,  of  150  tons,  my  confort,  commanded  alfo  by  a lieutenant  of 
the  navy,  whole  name  is  Tipping,  in  the  month  of  March  17865  the  Government  of  Bengal  being  chiefly  concerned  in 

the 
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The  only  animals  we  faw  were  bears,  foxes,  martins,  mountain-fheep, 
and  the  ermine. — Of  the  latter  we  only  killed  two  pair,  which  were  of  a 
different  fpecies. 

Of  geefe  there  were  a great  quantity  in  the  feafon,  with  various  other 
fowls  of  the  aquatic  fpecies  ; but  except  the  crow  and  the  eagle  we  faw  no- 
birds  that  were  the  natives  of  the  woods. 

The  article  which  the  natives  efteem  mofl  is  iron,  and  they  would  prefer 
fuch  pieces,  as  approached,  in  any  degree,  to  the  form  of  a fpear. — Green 
glafs  beads  are  alfo  much  fought  after,  and  at  times  thofe  which  were  red  and 
blue. — They  were  very  fond  of  our  woollen  jackets,  or  any  of  the  old  cloaths 
belonging  to  the  feamen. 

They 

the  expedition.  The  Sea  Otter  returned  to  China  in  September,  with  the  cargo  of  furs  procured  on  the  coaft  : I deter- 
mined to  winter;  and  accordingly  chofe  the  harbour  where  Captain  Dixon  found  us. 

My  complement  of  men  and  officers  were,  four  mates,  gunner,  purfer,  furgeon,  boatfwain,  carpenter,  forty  men  and 
boys,  with  a crew  ftrong,  able,  and  healthy.  I thought  myfelf  fafe  and  fecure  ; but  the  calamities  which  we  have  dif- 
fered during  a long,  fevere  winter,  deftitute  of  all  freffi  provifions,  will,  I am  fure,  fill  you  with  tender  concern.  To 
fuch  a height  did  it  arrive,  that  it  was  often  the  cafe,  that  myfelf  and  officers  had  alone  to  bury  the  dead,  which  we 
effected  with  infinite  difficulty,  from  the  rigid  and  impenetrable  frofls. 

We  arrived  here  the  25th  of  September,  and  were  completely  froze  in  by  the  ill  of  November.  About  Chriftmas 
the  feurvy  made  its  appearance  amongtl  us,  and  raged  with  fuch  fury,  that  it  fwept  off  the  third  and  4th  officers,  fur- 
geon, boatfwain,  carpenter,  cooper,  and  the  greatefi  part  of  the  crew.  In  fliort,  no  one  on  board  was  exempt  from  it, 
either  more  or  lefs ; and  it  is  but  three  weeks  ago,  that  what  few  were  left  have  been  able  to  creep  about.  Such  has 
been  our  diltreffed  fituation  at  prefent  we  have,  independant  of  the  officers,  but  five  men  before  the  mart  capable  of 
doing  duty,  and  fourfick,  which  compofethe  whole  of  our  remaining  numbers. 

I have  given  you,  Sir,  but  a fliort  recital  of  our  misfortunes;  and  fltall  hope,  if  it  is  in  your  power,  that  you  will 
afford  us  fome  relief. 

I fliould  myfelf  have  accompanied  Captain  Dixon,  had  l a boat  afloat  that  could  fwim ; the  only  one  I have  is  along, 
boat,  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  repair,  and  flie  is  on  fliore. 

As  I have  particularly  mentioned  to  Captain  Dixon  wherein  you  may  be  able  to  affifl:  me  ; in  addition  I can  only  fay, 
that  any  favour  will  indeed  be  gratefully  received. 

1 (hall  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  could  you  poffibly  fpare  the  men,  I fliould  agree  to  any  terms  in  their  favour,  and 
faithfully  return  them  on  the  fliip's  arrival  at  Canton. 

I beg  your  acceptance  of  a few  bags  of  rice,  being  indeed  the  only  thing  I have  to  prefent  you  with. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  Servant,. 

J.  M E A R E S. 

No, 
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They  live  entirely  upon  fifh,  but  of  all  others,  they  prefer  the  whale;  and 
as  the  oil  is  with  them  the  moft  delicate  part  of  the  fifh,  they  naturally  efteem. 
thofe  mod:  which  poflefs  an  oily  'quality. — They  feldom  drefs  their  fifh,  but 
when  they  do,  the  fire  is  kindled  by  fri&ion  with  fome  of  the  driefl  pine 
wood,  and  they  have  a kind  of  baskets  made  of  a fubflance  which  holds 
water,  into  which  a quantity  of  heated  flones  is  put  to  make  it  boil ; but 
it  is  not  often  that  their  food  undergoes  this  unneceffary  and  troublefome  ope- 
ration. In  the  coldeft  period  of  the  winter  we  never  faw  them  employ  their 
kitchen,  which  might,  perhaps,  arife  from  local  circumftances,  that  encreafed 
the  difficulty  attending  their  culinary  exertions. 

They  are  certainly  a very  favage  race  of  people,  and  poflefs  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  infenfibility  to  corporal  pain. — Of  this  we  had  a very  Angular 
proof  on  the  following  occafion': — In  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  among  other 
rubbifh,  feveral  broken  glafs  bottles  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  fhip,  and  one  of 

£2  the 

( N°*  II.  ) 

On  board  the  King  George,  Port  Etches, 

Prince  William’s  Sound,  May  i6tht  1787. 

To  Captain  Portlock  and  Dixon. 

Gentlemen, 

I N my  letter  of  the  nth  of  this  month,  I reprefented  to  you  the  veryTdidrefled  and 
deplorable  (late  of  my  fhip,  which  you  are  perfectly  fenfible  is  really  the  cafe,  and  have  molt  kindly  offered  me  fuck 
adiftance  as  is  in  your  power,  refpedting  men  to  aflid  me  in  navigating  the  (hip  to  China. 

I mud  again  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  fuch  is  my  fituation,  that,  without  the  aflidance  of  men  it  will  be 
nearly  an  impoffible  thing  for  me  even  to  quit  this  Sound,  much  lefs  to  navigate  the  (hip  to  China;  fuch  is  the  debility 
of  my  crew. 

If  therefore,  Gentlemen,  you  will  take  this  into  confideration,  and  permit  me  to  have  a feamen  or  two  from  each  of 
your  (hips,  it  may  be  the  means  of  faving  the  lives  of  the  wretched  remains  of  my  crew,  by  enabling  me  to  conduct,  with 
fuch  a (Ti fiance,  the  Nootka  to  Canton,  where  on  your  arrival,  (liould  Providence  fo  order  it  as  to  fend  us  there  alfo,  I 
will  faithfully  deliver  them  back  to  their  refpedtive  (hips  ; and  do  engage,  on  the  part  of  the  Proprietors,  to  (land  to  any 
damage  that  may  enfue  to  you  for  giving  us  fuch  timely  and  neceffary  aflidance. 

I do  alfo  engage,  (hould  not  your  (hips  arrive  at  Canton,  to  fend  thofe  men  to  England,  (liould  they  defire  to  go. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient, 

J.  M E A R E S, 
Commander  of  the  Snow  Nootka. 

T# 


xxxvi 


INTRODUCTORY  VOYAGE. 


the  natives  who  was  fearching  among  them  to  fee  what  he  could  find,  cut  his  foot 
in  a very  fevere  manner  : on  feeing  it  bleed,  we  pointed  out  what  had  caufed 
the  wound,  and  applied  a dreffing  to  it,  which  we  made  him  underftand  was 
the  remedy  we  ourfelves  employed  on  fimilar  occafions : but  he  and  his  com- 
panions inftantly  turned  the  whole  into  ridicule  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  taking 
fome  of  the  glafs,  they  fcarified  their  legs  and  arms  in  a moft  extraordinary 
manner,  informing  us  that  nothing  of  that  kind  could  ever  hurt  them. 


Such  is  the  chara&er  and  manners  of  the  people  in  whofe  territory  we  palled 
fuch  a deplorable  feafon  ; it  was  therefore  with  infinite  joy  we  took  our  leave  of 
the  Cove  on  the  21ft  of  June,  and  the  following  evening  we  got  out  to  fea.  Our 
crew  now  confifted  only  of  twenty- four  people,  including  myfelf  and  officers,  with 
the  two  failors  we  got  from  the  King  George,  having,  alas  ! buried  twenty-three 
men  in  this  inhofpitable  Sound.  Thofe  which  remained,  however,  were  all  in 

great 


( N°.  III.  ) 

To  Capt.  Portlock, 

Commanding  the  King  George,  Port  Etches. 

dear  sir, 

I WAS  this  morning  favoured,  and  agreeably furprized  by  the  arrival  of  your  boats,  and 
the  receipt  of  your  friendly  letter. 

The  ice  is  completely  diffolved,  and  the  weather  has  been  extremely  fine,  which  has  enabled  us  to  put  forward  our 
preparations  for  fea ; to  bring  which  to  a final  conclufion  you  may  juflly  fuppofe  our  utmoft  efforts  have  been  piade. 

I arrived  fafe  at  my  fhip  the  morning  after  I lelt  you;  and,  as  I had  brought  the  flrength  of  my  crew  with  me,  fo  in 
my  abfence  nothing  could  be  done  to  put  her  in  forvvardnefs. 

Our  chief  employment  fince  has  been  to  entirely  clear  our  main  and  after  holds,  and  completely  flow  them  for  fea, 
with  the  view  of  leaving  the  coaft ; and  in  confequence  of  which  all  the  beads  and  unwrought  iron  have  been  flowed  in 
the  ground  tier. 

But,  my  dear  Sir,  fo  far  are  we  from  being  ready,  that  our  utmoft  efforts  have  been  able  only  to  accomplifli  this  ; and 
I do  fuppofe  it  will  be  ten  days  at  lead  before  we  fhall  be  ready  to  put  to  fea  ; for  we  have  now  the  fore-hold  to  clear  of 
many  calks,  more  ballad  to  take  in,  and  we  have  already  received  between  twenty  and  thirty  tons  ; our  calks  are  to 
repair  without  having  a cooper,  and  we  have  to  complete  our  water,  cut  a large  quantity  of  wood,  and  repair  the  fails, 
which  are  much  eaten  by  rats ; and  finally  to  complete  the  rigging  for  fea  ; to  perform  this,  we  have,  I think,  your  two 
men,  and  eight  capable  of  doing  duty;  nor  am  I myfelf,  or  any  of  my  officers  idle,  being  employed  in  endeavouring  to 
repair  a miferable  (hattered  cutter,  and  in  performing  various  other  neceffary  avocations. — This  being  a true  date  of  our 
fituation,  you  will  from  thence  judge  whether  it  will  not  require  even  a little  exertion  to  be  ready  in  ten  days. 

We  have  a little  patch  of  ground  which  is  clear  of  fnow  ; to  this  fpot  we  fend  our  invalids,  who  arc  employed  in  boiling 
deco&ion  and  oil,  for  prefent  ufe  and  fca-ftore,  they  recover  but  flowly,  though  1 perceive  that  the  returning  fpringhath 
been  the  thief  indrument. 


1 obferve 
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great  fpirits,  though  fome  of  them  had  not  yet  fufficiently  recovered  to  go  aloft. 
As  foon  as  we  got  clear  of  the  land,  the  wind  hung  much  to  the  Southward,  and 
brought  a thick  fog  along  with  it.  As  this  weather  was  very  unfavourable  to 
people  in  our  {late,  it  was  thought  advifable  to  keep  near  the  coafl. 

«* 

We  had  now  been  at  fea  ten  days,  and  had  got  no  further  to  the  Southward 
than  <J7°.  Our  people  alfo  from  being  wet  on  deck,  began  to  complain  of  pains 
in  their  legs  which  fwelled  fo  much,  that  feveral  of  them  were  obliged  to  keep 
their  beds. — It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  {land  in  for  land  which  was  not 
above  forty  leagues  diftant.  We  accordingly  made  a very  high  peak  of  a 
fingular  form,  as  the  inhabitants  in  its  neighbourhood  were  of  lingular  manners 
and  appearance. 

i 

When  v/e  got  pretty  well  in  with  the  fhore,  a confiderable  number  of  canoes  . 
came  off  to  us,  which  were  of  a very  different  conftruflion  from  thofe  in  the 

Sound. 

I obferve  what  you  fay  relative  to  the  arrangements  which  you  have  made  for  the  purpofe  of  trade  ; in  it  I with  you 
every  fuccefs,  and  1 beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  hopes  that  I fhull  meet  you  at  the  clofe  of  the  feafon  at  Canton. 

You  may  be  affured  that  it  gave  me  lingular  pleafure  when  I perufed  that  part  of  your  letter  wherein  you  requell  that 
I will  fupply  you  with  the  articles  of  trade  you  mention,  which  I will  molt  alfuredly  comply  with  the  moment  I join  you, 
which  I mean  purpofely  to  do,  to  fupply  every  want  you  may  have,  and  that  is  in  my  power  to  grant. 

The  beads  and  iron,  as  I have  mentioned,  being  flowed  in  the  ground  tier,  cannot  be  got  at  until  I arrive  with  you, 
when  you  will  lend  me  the  neceflary  affiftance  to  come  at  them  ; I have  fcarcely  fufflcient  at  hand  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
keeping  the  fliip  fupplied  with  the  neceflary  refrelhments  which  the  natives  bring  at  times  to  us. 

The  other  articles  I have  put  in  the  boats,  they  being  at  hand. 

As  I hope  Ihortly  to  fee  you,  I will  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I am,  with  elteem, 

Your’s,  very  fmcerely, 

Nootka,  Sutherland-Corve , Prince  IViiliam’s  Sound, 

May  22,  1787.  J.  M E A R E S. 

( N°.  IV.  ) 

CAPTAIN  PORTLOCK, 

I II AV  E juft  received  your  letter,  with  .thebond  or  paper,  from  your  ma'e. 

I return  you  the  paper,  which  is  figned,  but  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  I think  you  have  tiled  me  extremely  ill 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  bulinefs,  in  retracing  from  your  word,  relative  to  the  three  men  which  I was  to  have  had  , 
one  of  my  beft  men  is  unable  to  do  his  duty;  nor  do  I fuppofe  he  will  be  able  during  the  voyage:  this,  you  mult  be 
fenfible,  render, s it  more  neceflary  for  you  to  aft  with  that  humanity  becoming  a Britilh  fubject. 

I am,  Sir, 

June  iS,  1787.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

j.  M E A R E S. 


To 
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Sound.  They  were  made  from  a folid  tree,  and  many  of  them  appeared  to  be  from 
fifty  to  feventy  feet  in  length,  but  very  narrow,  being  no  broader  than  the  tree 
itfelf. — But  of  all  the  beings  we  ever  faw  inhuman  fhape,  the  women  were  the 
mofc  flrange  and  hideous. — They  have  all  a cut  in  their  under-lip,  fimilar  to  the 
men  of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  but  much  larger,  it  being  a full  inch  further 
in  the  cheek  on  either  fide. — In  this  aperture  they  have  a pieceofwood  of  at  leaft 
feven  inches  in  circumference,  of  an  oval  fhape,  of  about  half  an  inch  thick, 
which  has  a groove  round  the  edges,  that  keeps  it  heady  in  the  orifice.  This 
unaccountable  contrivance  diftends  the  lips  from  the  teeth,  and  gives  the  coun- 
tenance the  moft  difgufting  appearance  which  we  believe  the  human  face  to 
be  capable  of  receiving. — Thefe  people  appeared  not  unacquainted  with  the 
natives  of  the  Sound,  when  we  defcribed  them  as  having  double  mouths  : in- 
deed their  languages  feemed  to  have  affinity  to  each  other,  but  thefe  people 
appeared  to  form  a much  more  numerous  tribe. — They  had  never  been  before 
feen  by  any  -navigator,  and  had  not  a favourable  wind  fprung  up  in  the  night, 
we  intended  to  have  paffed  a few  days  among  them. — The  latitude  of  this  part 
of  the  coaft  is  in  56°  38'  North,  and  the  longitude  223  o'  25"  Eaflof  Greenwich. 

A North- 

76  Henry  Cox,  Efq.  Canton, 

5 1 R, 

AT  fight,  pleafe  to  pay  Mr.  Robert  Horne,  carpenter  of  the  King  George , the  fum  of  forty 
dollars,  for  work  done  on  board  the  Nootka-,  which  place  to  the  account  of,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient,  humble  Servant 

Snow  Nootka,  Port  Etches,  Prince  William’ s Sound,  J.  MEARES; 

June  1 8 th,  1787. 

( N°.  V.  ) 

S I R, 

Mr.  Criftleman  has  delivered  to  me  fome  articles  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  as  a prefent 
from  you:  As  I am  going  there  in  pcrfon  I trull  to  be  able  to  procure  fuch  matters  as  I may  want  of  that  nature; 
neverthelcfs  1 am  much  obliged  to  you,  but  beg  leave  to  decline  accepting  any  mark  of  your  attention. 

June  18,  1787.  Iam,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

To  Captain  Portlock*  J.  MEARES. 

Before  I conclude  this  note  I Ihall  remark  on  the  declaration  of  Captain  Dixon,  in  the  account  of  his  voyage,  “ that  the 
diforder  which  fo  feverely  afflifled  mycrew,  arofe  from  their  uncontrolled  application  to  fpirituous  liquors,  ' In  fir  nr  ft 
yilace,  the  aflertion  is  not  founded  in  fact ; and,  fecondly,  Captain  Dixon’s  crew  and  lijnfelf  being  .vifited  by*  liniUar 
afjlielion,  I have  an  equal  right  to  retaliate  the  fame  accufatio  upon  hits* 
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A Northerly  wind  now  fprung  up,  and  brought  clear  weather  along  with  it* 
which  continued  till  we  made  the  ifland  of  Owhyhee.  Our  paflage  from  the 
continent  was  fortunately  very  fhort,  but  if  we  had  not  been  blefTed  with  a con- 
tinuance of  fine  and  favourable  weather,  the  fiate  of  the  fhip  was  fuch  as  to 
make  it  a matter  of  doubt  whether  we  fliould  have  reached  the  Sandwich 
Iflands.  Still,  however,  the  horrid  diforder  beneath  which  the  crew  had  fo 
long  laboured,  continued  to  accompany  us,  and  one  man  died  before  we  gained 
the  falubrious  clime,  whofe  zephyrs  may  be  faid  to  have  borne  health  on  their 
wings  ; for  in  ten  days  after  we  arrived  at  the  iflands,  every  complaint  had 
difappeared  from  among  us* 

We  remained  here  a month,  during  which  time  the  iflanders  appeared  to 
have  no  other  pleafure  but  what  arofe  from  fhewing  kindnefs  and  exercifing 
hofpitality  to  us. — They  received  us  with  joy — and  they  faw  us  depart  with 
tears.  Among  the  numbers  who  prefled  forward,  with  inexpreflible  eagernefs, 
to  accompany  us  to  Brltannee , — Tianna,  a chief  of  Atooi,  and  the  brother  of 
the  fovereign  of  that  ifland  was  alone  received  to  embark  with  us,  amid  the 
envy  of  all  his  countrymen.  Of  this  amiable  man,  I fh all  add  nothing  in  this 
place,  as  he  will  be  rather  a confpicuous,  and  I am  difpofed  to  believe,  an  in- 
terefting  character  in  the  fucceeding  pages  of  this  volume. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  we  left  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  leaving  behind  us,  a3 
we  have  every  reafon  to  believe,  the  moft  favourable  impreffions  of  our  conduct 
and  charader  with  the  inhabitants  of  them,— and  grateful,  on  our  part,  for  the 

generous  friendlhip  and  anxious  fervices  we  received  from  them.— After  a 

very  favourable  voyage,  carrying  the  trade  winds  through  the  whole  of  it,  we 
arrived  in  the  Typa,  an  harbour  near  Macao,  on  the  20th  of  Odober  178.7. 

We  had,  however,  fcarcely  come  to  an  anchor  when  the  weather  began  to 
wear  the  appearance  of  an  approaching  ftorm,  which  our  fhattered  veflel  was, 
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by  no  means,  in  a Rate  to  encounter.  We  were  alfo  very  much  alarmed  on 
feeing  two  French  frigates,  as  they  appeared,  riding  at  anchor,  about  a mile 
from  us.  The  minds  of  people  fo  long  harrafied  with  hardffiips,  and  fecluded 
from  all  political  intelligence,  were  not  in  a hate  to  form  favourable  conjec- 
tures, particularly  as  it  was  fuch  an  uncommon  circumftance  to  fee  French 
ffiips  of  war  in  thefe  feas.  When,  therefore,  we  faw  feveral  boats  filled  with 
troops  putting  off  from  them,  we  concluded  the  worffi — Having  no  confidence 
in  the  protection  of  a neutral  port,  we  began  to  look  towards  a ftate  of  captivity 
as  the  concluding  fcene  of  our  misfortunes.  Thefe  boats,  however,  paffed 
by  us,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  to  board  a Spaniffi  merchantman  in  fearch  of 
runaway  failors.  The  French  (hips  proved  to  be  the  Calypfo  frigate  of  36  guns, 
and  a ftore  ffiip,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Kergarieu. — But,  as  if  we  were 
deftined  to  be  perfecuted  by  di  falters  to  the  laft,  we  had  no  focner  loft  our 
apprehenfion  of  human  enemies,  than  we  were  aflailed  by  elementary  foes  ; for 
fuch  was  the  violent  gale  which  now  came  on,  that  the  Calypfo  frigate  could 
with  difficulty  preferve  her  ftation  with  five  anchors.  The  fituation  of  the 
Nootka,  therefore,  who  had  only  one  ldft,  may  be  better  conceived  than  de- 
fcribed.  After  adding  a few  more  hair-breadth  efcapes  to  thofe  from  which  ffie 
had  already  been  providentially  delivered,,  we  were  obliged  to  run  her  affiore, 
as  the  only  means  of  prefervation.  This  was,  however,  happily  effected  by 
the  aftive  affiftance  of  the  Count  de  Kergarieu,  his  officers  and  feamen,  of 
whofe  generous,  and,  I may  add,  indefatigable  fervices,  I am  happy  to  make 
this  page  a grateful,  though  imperfect  record. 

It  is  with  the  moft  painful  fenfations,  that  while  I exprefs  the  mofl  grateful 
aftonifhment  at  the  prefervation  of  myfelf,  and  the  remainder  of  my  crew  from 
the  imminent  dangers  and  difafters  which  we  encountered,  I am  to  lament 
the  fate  of  our  confort  the  Otter  Sloop,  Captain  Tipping. — No  tidings  have 
been  received  of  her  after  ffie  left  Prince  William’s  Sound. — We  muft  conclude 
therefore  that  flic  and  her  people  haveperiffied  beneath  the  waves. 
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TH  E attention  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  other  commercial  countries 
of  Europe,  has  long  been  directed  to  the  Coaft  of  America,  with  the  hope 
of  difcovering  a pafl'age  between  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Oceans.— 
From  the  beginning  of  this  century  to  the  laft  voyage  of  Captain  Cook,  a 
general  belief  prevailed  in  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a pafl'age,  and  various  expe- 
ditions have  been  equipped  and  fent  forth,  to  realize  opinions  founded  on  it,  or 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  determining,  if  poflible,  that  it  was  erroneous  and  with- 
out foundation. 

It  is  unneceflary,  as  it  would  be  impertinent  in  me  to  enter  at  large  into  the 
well-known  hiftory  of  the  original  idea  of  a North  Well:  pafl'age,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  attempts  to  difcover  it,  with  the  various  difputes  it  occafioned. — I fhall 
only  obferve  that  Mr.  Dobbs,  by  whofe  influence  and  from  whofe  fuggeftions 
the  parliamentary  reward  was  granted  to  the  difcoverers  of  this  important  ob- 
ject, clofed  his  life,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  an  indefatigable  attention  to  it, 
in  a firm  belief  of  its  exiftence,  and  that  the  prefent  century  would  not  be 
compleated  before  the  difcovery  of  this  pafl'age  would  give  new  advantages  to 
the  commerce  of  his  country. 
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Indeed  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Britifh  nation  was,  by  any  means,  fatisfied 
or  convinced  that  the  voyages  which  had  been  performed  for  the  difcovery  of 
a North  Weft  pafiage  had  been  decifive. — Though  the  Eaftern  fide  of  America 
had  been  explored  at  large,  yet  the  numerous  Sounds,  Bays,  and  Inlets  remaining 
to  be  examined,  were  fufficient  to  juftify  a continuance  of  conjedure,  and  to 
re-excite  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  fubfequent  adventurers. 

The  beneficial  confequences  that  would  arife  from  the  difcovery  of  a North  Weft 
pafiage  are  felf  evident ; for  although  India  is,  in  a manner,  brought  fo  much 
nearer  to  Europe  by  the  modern  improvements  in  fhipping  and  navigation,  yet 
to  fhorten  the  prefent  circuitous  courfe,  is  an  objed  of  the  firft  commercial  im- 
portance.— It  was  indeed  for  this  purpofe  that  the  voyage  of  Captain  Cook 
was  undertaken  by  the  command  of  his  Majefty,  to  difcover,  ifpofiible,  a pafiage 
between  the  two  oceans  ; and  to  begin  his  refearch  on  the  Coaft  of  New  Albion. 

The  voyages  which  had  been  made  in  preceding  periods  to  Hudfon’s  and 
Baffin’s  Bays,  with  the  fame  view,  though  unfuccelsful,  as  to  the  main  objed, 
ferved  rather  to  confirm  the  exiftence  of  it ; and  Mr.  Dobbs,  who  had  made  it  a 
principal  objed  of  his  ambition  and  his  life,  was  continually  making  converts  to 
his  favourite  fyftem.  It  was  in  confequence  of  his  lolicitations  that  Middleton 
was  fent  out ; yet  the  queftion  did  not  feem  to  have  received  any  elucidation 
from  his  voyage. — His  proceedings  were  faid  to  be  kept  fecret,  or  his  account 
garbled;  and  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  company  incurred  a confiderable  degree  of  odium, 
which  encreafed  in  proportion  as  the  exiftence  of  a North  Weft  pafiage  continued 
to  grow  on  the  popular  belief  and  expedation. 

Subfequent  voyages  were  made  without  producing  any  certainty  as  to  the  great 
objed  of  them ; and  the  opinions  of  the  public  were  either  in  a ftate  of  hefita- 
tion  or  divifion  concerning  it,  when  the  naval  minifter  of  the  period  difpatched 
Young  and  Pickersgill  fucceffively  to  Baffin’s  Bay,  and  Cook  to  the  Weftern 
fide  of  America,  to  determine  the  queftion,  if  poflible,  for  ever. — How  far  this 
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important  matter  is  determined  by  Captain  Cook’s  voyage,  the  account  of  it, 
univerfally  read  and  known,  will  difcover.— Thofe  of  Young  and  Pickersgill 
have  never  been  publifhed ; but  we  are  informed,  on  the  refpeflable  authority  of 
the  Preface  to  the  Voyages  of  Captain  Cook,  that  they  failed  entirely  of  the  end 
propofed. — Baffin’s  Bay,  therefore,  which  is  yet  unexplored,  may  be  thought  to 
afford  fome  hopes  of  this  moft  defirable  communication. 

In  the  voyage  of  Captain  Cook  it  is  feen,  that  after  performing  the  lefler 
objects  of  it,  he  arrives  on  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  and  inftead  of  beginning 
his  refearches  in  the  latitude  of  65°  North,  according  to  the  language  of  his 
inftrudtions,  he  commences  his  furvey  in  a much  lower  latitude,  until  he  ar- 
rives in  King  George’s  Sound,  fucceffively  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  and  the 
■river  which  is  fince  honoured  with  his  name.  He  then  fails  to  the  latitude 
pointed  out  by  his  orders ; and,  in  the  end,  finds  an  infurmountable  obftruc- 
tion  in  a barrier  of  ice  which  is  fuppofed  to  reach  to  the  North  Pole  ; from 
which  circumftance  alone  the  conclufion  is  drawn,  that  there  is  no  paffage 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans. 

It  cannot,  indeed,  be  too  much  regretted,  that  the  particular  portion  of  the 
Coaft  of  America  between  the  latitude  of  56°  and  50°  North,  and  470  and  48° 
North,  did  not  admit  of  more  attention  than  appears  to  have  been  bellowed  011 
them.  The  weather  in  this  important  part  of  the  voyage  was  fo  unfavourable, 
that  the  ffiips  were  prevented  from  approaching  the  coaft  ; for  though  the  Fe- 
lice and  Iphigenia  did  explore  thefe  latitudes,  yet  there  is  every  reafon  to 
lament  that  Captain  Cook  was  himfelf  prevented  from  fuch  an  examination  as 
would  have  proceeded  from  him. 

When  the  great  Navigator  was  engaged  in  exploring  thefe  low  latitudes,  he 
was,  at  that  moment,  in  pofleffion  of  Mr.  Hearne’s  track  acrofs  the  continent 
of  America  to  the  North  of  70°,  which  appears  to  annihilate  all  hopes  of  a paf- 
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fage  between  Fort  Churchill  and  Copper-mine  River.  Yet  Captain  Cook,  even 
contrary  to  his  inftruCHons,  thought  it  expedient  to  explore  thofe  very  parts  on 
the  Welder  n fide;  a circumftance  which  may  certainly  juftify  us  in  fuppofing, 
that  he  did  not  think  the  route  of  Mr.  Hearne  fo  very  conclufive  as  ip  has 
fince  been  imagined. 

A general  conclufion  has  been  alfo  drawn,  that  a paffage  to  the  Northward 
of  ~o°  would  be  of  no  general  utility  ; and  the  probability,  nay  even  the  exig- 
ence of  a pafifage  South  of  70°  is  decided.  Neverthelefs,  the  naval  minifter,  in 
full  poffeffion  of  the  Hudfon  Bay  Company’s  difcoveries,  thought  it  right  to 
fend  both  Young  and  Pickersgill  fuccefiively  into  Baffin’s  Bay,  to  explore  a paf- 
fage  that  way  ; from  which  arrangement  it  may  be  concluded  that  government, 
at  leaft,  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  a North  Weft  paflage  did  exift  ; and  I 
am  by  no  means  convinced  by  any  fubfequent  voyages  or  reafonings  upon  them, 
that  the  grounds  of  former  opinions  on  this  fubjeCt  are  materially  changed. — 
On  the  contrary,  the  practicability,  as  well  as  poffibility  of  a North  Weft  Paffage 
flill  remains,  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  in  all  its  former  ftate  of  expectation  ; 
but  whether  to  the  North  or  South  of  Mr.  Hearne’s  track  and  fea,  will  be  here- 
after confidered. 

It  is  well-known,  that  in  the  difputes  which  this  fubjeCt  occafioned,  at  a for- 
mer period,  much  acrimony  mingled  in  the  difcuffion  ; and  the  Hudfon’s  Bay 
Company  were  accufed  of  difcouraging  the  purfuit,  and  keeping  thofe  difcove- 
ries which  had  been  made,  and  might  have  aided  the  future  adventurer,  in  myfte- 
rious  darknefs;  or,  which  is  much  worfe,  of  altering  and  falfifying  Inch  accounts 
of  their  people  as  they  were  obliged  to  unfold,  relative  to  the  enquiries  after  a 
North  Weft  palfage.— Thefe  prejudices  are  found  ftill  to  prevail,  but,  as  we  be- 
lieve, without  any  reafon.  We,  at  leaft,  are  amongft  thofe  who  have  an  entire 
reliance  on  the  communications  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  ; and  if  we 
fhould  be  found'to  differ  from  Mr.  Hearne,  we  truft  it  will  appear  that  in  the 
arguments  which  will  be  brought  forward,  we  are  fupported  by  fuch  faCts  as  will 
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juftify  our  offering  them  to  the  public,  in  behalf  of  an  opinion,  which,  from  the 
authority  of  able  men,  and  great  names,  has  of  late  been  confidered  not  only  as  a- 
fanciful  theory,  but  become  an  unpopular  dodtrine. 

For  this  purpofe  we  beg  leave  to  produce  the  voyage  of  the  Iphigenia,  as  re- 
lated in  the  body  of  this  work ; and  it  will  there  be  feeti  that  fhe  explored  the 
very  tracks  of  the  Coaft:  of  America  which  were  not  vifited  by  Captain  Cook, 
or  other  navigators  ; in  which  fpace  is  found  the  antient  Northern  Archipelago, 
agreeing  in  pofition  and  defcription  with  the  accounts  of  the  older  voyagers. 

This  (hip  enters  fo  far  to  the  Eaft:,  that  fhe  pafles,  by  three  degrees,  the 
Weftern  boundary  of  Mr.  Hearne’s  fea  in  720,  (but  placed  by  Mr.  Arrowfmith, 
in  his  chart  lately  publifhed  from  Mr.  Turner’s  charts  and  journals,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  68°  15'  North,  and  longitude  of  228°  Eaft:  of  Greenwich)  when  a clear 
and  extenfive  paflage  is  feen  without  impediments.  This  Archipelago  is  found 
to  occupy  a fpace  from  the  latitude  of  5L0  North,  and  longitude  of  2310  45' 
Eaft,  to  the  latitude  of  540  30'  North,  and  longitude  of  2270  Eaft,  the  whole 
of  which  extenfive  fpace  was  not  explored  by  Captain  Cook.  But  though  it  may 
be  faid  that  fome  part  of  it  was  examined  by  the  great  Navigator,  when  nothing 
of  this  nature  was  difcovered,  it  muft  be  confidered  that  iflands  of  great  extent 
are  fituated  to  the  Weftwardof  this  Archipelago,  and  divided  from  it  in  fome 
places  by  a fea  as  wide  as  .the  channel  of  England,  as  has  been  proved  by  the 
track  of  the  Iphigenia,  and  that  it  was  the  coaft  of  thefe  great  Iflands  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  the  continent  of  America,  which  we  are  rather  difpofed  to 
think  he  never  law;  but,  under  that  idea,  continued  to  explore  a latitudinal 
chain  of  iflands,  ftretching  from  450  to  65°  North  ; nay,  perhaps,  much  further 
North  and  South,  forming  a Weftern  barrier  to  the  real  continent  of  America  : 
For  there  is  a ground  for  more  than  common  conjedlure,  that  King  George’s 
Sound,  Cook’s  River,  and  the  whole  coaft;  hitherto  feen,  are  part  of  a lengthened 
chain  of  detached  iflands. 
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The  channels  of  this  Archipelago  were  found  to  be  wide  and  capacious,  with 
near  two  hundred  fathoms  depth  of  water,  huge  promontories  firetching  out 
into  the  fea,  where  whales  and  fea-otters  are  feen  in  an  incredible  abundance. — 
In  fome  of  thefe  channels  there  are  iflands  of  ice,  which  we  may  venture  to  fay 
could  never  have  been  formed  on  the  Weflern  fide  of  America,  which  is  a mild 
and  moderate  climate  ; fo  that  their  exigence  cannot  be  reconciled  to  any  other 
idea,  than  that  they  received  their  formation  in  the  Eaflern  Seas,  and  have  been 
drifted  by  tides  or  currents  through  the  paflage  for  whofe  exigence  we  are 
contending. 

We  know  not  how  to  account  for  thefe  large  floating  mafles  of  ice  in  any 
other  manner. — The  Northern  Pacific  Ocean  is  never  encumbered  with  interrup- 
tions of  this  nature,  and  is  navigable  in  every  feafon  of  the  year ; for,  though 
the  Nootka  was  frozen  up  fo  many  months  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  it  was 
in  a partial  manner,  and  in  an  harbour  whofe  water,  to  a certain  depth,  was 
frefhened  by  the  rivulets  and  ponds  that  were  emptied  into  it.  Here  were  evi- 
dent reafons  therefore  why  the  froff  fhould  operate  with  more  power  there  ; — 
but,  after  all,  the  ice  was  not  of  an  extraordinary  thicknefs  ; and  during  the 
whole  of  the  winter,  the  great  Sound  was  without  ice,  and  even  the  mouth  of 
the  river  remained  unfrozen.  Indeed,  had  not  the  crew  been  wholly  debilitated 
by  their  difaflrous  fufferings,  the  fhip  would  have  been  cut  out  of  the  ice,  and 
put  to  fea. 

In  navigating  the  coafl  of  this  part  of  America  from  45  to  63°  North,  nothing 
like  a congregated  body  of  ice  had  been  feen  ; and,  inftead  of  fuppofing  them- 
felves  to  be  navigating  the  Northern  regions,  the  navigators  might  fuppofe  them- 
felves  to  be  ranging  beneath  a tropical  climate. — It  would,  however,  be  a fatif- 
fattory  circumflance,  if  it  were  poffible  to  know  whether  that  barrier  of  ice,  feen 
by  Captain  Cook  in  Behring’s  Strait,  continues  immovably  fixed  ; for  it  might 
be  fuppofed  that  the  Northerly  winds,  which  are  there  fo  very  prevalent,  might, 
perchance  float  the  feparated  ice,  as  in  other  feas ; and  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
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reasonable  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch  cafe,  the  icy  fragments  might  fometimes  float 
towards  Cook’s  River  or  Prince  William’s  Sound  ; but  no  fuch  thing  as  a par- 
ticle of  ice  has  ever  been  feen  from  the  month  of  March  to  October,  the  times 
and  feafons  when  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  has  been  navigated. 

A writer  of  confiderable  authority  in  whatever  relates  to  geography  and  navi- 
gation*, has  declared  that  he  has  long  fufpedted  theNorth  Weft  part  of  Hudfon’s 
Bay  to  coufift  of  broken  iflands,  and  his  fufpicions  on  this  matter  appear  to 
arife  from  an  examination  of  various  maps  both  printed  an,d  manufcript,  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  company,  of  the  Weft  fide  of  Hudfon’s  Bay. — He 
reprefents  them,  however,  to  be  difcordant  and  indiftindt,  and  treats  with  me- 
rited contempt  the  folly  of  pretending  in  fo  fhort  a time  as  has  generally  been 
employed  to  determine  with  precifion  on  the  bays  and  inlets  in  fuch  extenfive 
founds  as  thofe  of  Wager  andChefterfield. — He  is  of  opinion  that  Hearne’s  tradt 
is  decifive,  as  far  as  it  goes,  in  cafe  the  lakes  and  rivers  he  paffed  were  frefo  water , 
which,  however,  is  not  abfolutely  afcertained.  But  he  is  ftill  indecifive  as  to  a 
general  queftion  of  a North  Weft  Paffage  ; and,  with  all  his  knowledge  of  the 
fubjedt,  and  ingenuity  of  inveftigation,  he  chufes  to  leave  the  matter  open  for 
future  difcuflion  and  enquiry. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Chefterfield  inlet,  of  which  he  faw  four  different  charts  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Hudfon  Bay  Company,  all  of  which  differed  from  each 
other,  he  obferves,  that  it  was  navigable  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  geographic 
miles  for  veffels  of  the  largeft  burthen  ; and,  he  adds,  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pedted  that  many  commercial  advantages  would  have  enfued  from  fuch  a dif- 
covery  : but,  continues  he,  I am  given  to  underftand  that  the  Company’s  fervants 
are  extremely  averfe  to  any  Northern  expeditions  ; and  every  man  converfant  in 
public  bufinefs  muft  know  the  difficulty,  almoft  amounting  to  an  impoftibility 
of  conftraining  men  at  a diftance  to  execute  any  thing  contrary  to  their  inclina- 
tions. 


* Mr.  Dalrymple, 
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It  appears,  as  has  been  juft  hinted,  to  be  the  opinion  of  this  gentleman,  that, 
according  to  Mr.  Hearne’s  information,  there  can  be  no  fea  communication  from 
Hudfon’s  Bay  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  under  7 2°  of  North  latitude,  which  is  that  of 
the  fea  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne,  the  exa<ft  latitude  of  which,  however,  is  not  deter- 
mined, though  Mr.  Hearne  thinks  he  cannot  have  erred  above  20'.  On  the 
contrary,  the  map  of  the  Canadian  traders  makes  this  identical  polar  fea  to  be 
in  the  latitude  of  68°  15'  North  ; which  is  lefs  than  Mr.  Hearne’s  obfervation  at 
Conge- ca-tha-wha-chaga,  viz.  68°  46 ' North,  if  that  is  an  obfervation  of  re- 
liance. 


If  the  communications  which  have  been  made  from  the  refpe&able  authority 
of  the  Canadian  Merchants,  fome  of  whom  were  fully  adequate  to  this  bufinefs, 
are  thought  deferving  of  credit,  there  muft  either  be  two  fituations  where  the 
Polar  fea  has  been  feen,  in  the  varying  latitudes  of  68°  15'  North,  and  720  North, 
or  the  matter  muft  reft  in  doubt  between  Mr.  Hearne’s  obfervations  and  thofe  of 
the  Canadian  merchants:  we  will,  however,  fuppofe,  for  a moment,  that  the  lati- 
tude ofthePolar  fea,  as  marked  by  the  latter,  is  corre<ft,it  then  becomes  by  no  means 
improbable  that  Cook’s  River  may  have  fome  communication  with  this  fea,  in 
68°  15',  as  thediftance  from  the  higheft  latitude  at  which  navigators  have  arrived  in 
that  river  is6i°  30',  and  longitude  2 io°,  and  thelatitude  and  longitude  of  thefea  feen 
by  the  Canadians,  68°  1 5'  North,  and  228°  Eaft  ; the  diftance  being  no  more  than 
620  geographic  miles.  If,  therefore,  we  credit  the  Canadian  accounts,  which  bear 
the  character  of  accuracy,  and  thereby  fix  the  fea  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne  in  the  la- 
titude of  68°i5',  and  longitude  228°  Eaft,  it  would  at  once  fuggeft  a more  than 
poffible  communication  between  Cook’s  River  and  the  Southernmoft  part  of 
Baffin’s  Bay,  or  the  Northernmoft  part  ofHudfon’s  Bay  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
For  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  in  the  higheft  known  latitude  of  Cook’s  River, 
no  impediment  was  obferved  to  the  further  progrefs  of  ftiips,  either  from  rocks, 
Ihoals,  or  a want  of  a due  depth  of  water  ; the  channel,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
pearing capacious  and  extenfive,  and  abounding  with  whales. 


There 
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There  are,  according  to  the  moll  correct  information,  feveral  curious  charts 
or  maps  in  the  pofiefiionof  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  drawn  by  different  per- 
fons,  and  fome  even  fketched  by  Indians,  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
towards  the  North  Weft,  and  the  lands  that  bind  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean.— 
On  the  face  of  thefe  charts,  particularly  on  one  defcribed  by  two  Indians,  ap- 
pear feveral  rivers  and  inlets,  unknown  to  Europeans,  which  communicate  with 
the  Arathapefcow  lake,  and  from  this  lake  the  river  Kifcachewan  runs  North 
Weft  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  communicating,  perhaps,  with  Cook’s  River,  the 
Northern  Archipelago,  or  what  we  (hall  call  the  Straits  of  John  de  Fuca.— ■ 
Thefe  charts  bear  a great  refemblance  to  thofe  made  by  the  Canadian  traders, 
which  renders  them  extremely  interefting. 

The  Indian  maps  imply  that  Hudfon’s  Bay  communicates  with  the  Polar  Sea, 
which  countenances  the  opinion  of  a paflage  by  Repulfe  Bay,  which  itfelf  has 
not  been  perfeftly  examined  ; and  this  feems,  as  it  is  obferved  by  the  fame  au- 
thority, to  be  confirmed  by  an  anonymous  manufcript  belonging  to  the  Com- 
pany ; but  it  expreffes  the  water  to  be  fhallow  where  Captain  Middleton  went. 
The  failure  of  this  voyage,  however,  is  well  known  to  have  excited  great  cla- 
mours and  difcontents,  which,  in  many  inftances,  ftruck  at  the  fidelity  of  the 
relation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  juftice  of  former  complaints  concerning  the 
myfterious  concealments  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  no  charge  of  this  nature 
can  be  imputed  to  the  gentlemen  who  now  compofe  that  refpe&able  corporation. 
Among  other  proofs  of  their  liberal  conduct  and  difpofition,  their  prefent  plan  of 
making  furveys,  and  profecuting  difcoveries  in  Hudfon’s  Bay,  &c.  defervesto  be 
diftinguifhed. 

Mr.  Duncan,  a mafter  in  the  Royal  Navy,  failed  in  the  laft  Hudfon’s  Bay 
fhip  to  their  fettlement,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  exploring  and  furveying  not 

G only 


1 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PROBABLE  EXISTENCE  OF 


only  Hudfon’s  Bay,  but  Baffin’s  Bay;  he  will  therefore  be  employed  this  year, 
on  his  arrival  at  the  Company’s  factories,  to  perform  in  fmall  veffels  this  ufeful 
and  neceflary  fervice.— We  understand  that  the  Company  have  engaged  him, 
upon  the  moft  liberal  terms,  for  two  years  ; and  it  is  therefore  to  be  expected 
that,  during  the  fummer  of  this  year,  he  will  have  made  a very  confiderable 
progrefs. — Mr.  Duncan,  as  the  reader  will  recolledt,  has  already  been  mentioned 
with  due  praife,  for  his  adtive  and  perfevering  Spirit  during  the  time  he  com- 
manded the  fmall  veSTel  called  the  Princefs  Royal  ; and  we  Should  feel  an  added 
fatisfadtion  on  this  fubjedt,  if  it  were  to  be  his  peculiar  good  fortune  to  fucceed 
where  a Middleton  and  fo  many  others  have  failed,  and  to  make  a difcovery  of 
fo  much  importance  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 

The  obfervation  naturally  occurs,  that  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  in  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Duncan  in  this  track  of  difcovery,  appear  to  be,  by  no 
means,  without  their  expedtation  of  Succeeding  at  la  ft  in  difcovering  a com- 
munication between  Hudfon’s  or  Baffin’s  Bay,  and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean. 

The  voyage  of  the  Felice  is  only  an  additional  fupport. — She  enters  the  Straits 
of  John  de  Fuca  between  the  latitudes  of  48°  30'  North,  and  the  longitude  of 
2350  Eaft  ; and  latitude  470  30/  and  longitude  235°5o'  Eaft;  and  finds  them 
fifteen  leagues  in  breadth  ; very  capacious,  with  a depth  of  150  fathoms  water, 
where  whales  and  fea-otters  were  feen  in  great  abundance. — If  the  ancient  ac- 
counts of  thefe  places  are  referred  to,  there  is  found  to  be  fuch  an  agreement 
between  them  and  our  own  as  to  border  on  convidtion. — When  this  fea  or  Slrait 
is  entered,  a clear,  uninterrupted  horizon  to  the  Eafl,  prefents  itfelf  to  view  in  the 
longitude  of  236°  30'  Eaft  from  Greenwich,  which  is  no  more  than  460  leagues 
from  Hudfon  Bay,  and  occupies  a fituation  to  the  Eaftward  of  Mr.  Hearnc’s  fea, 
agreeable  to  the  obfervations  before  mentioned.  If  it  ffiould  be  afked  why  thefe 
ftraits  were  not  penetrated,  or  at  leaft  fome  attempt  made  to  penetrate  them, 
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the  anfwer  is  at  hand,— the  definition  of  our  commercial  enterprize  by  the  (hips 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

The  feveral  voyages  which  have  been  made  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, previous  to  thofe  of  the  Felice  and  Ipbigenia,  have  each  thrown  new  lights, 
and  made  additional  difcoveries  in  that  part  of  the  globe. 

No  fooner  was  the  valuable  commerce  that  was  to  be  procured  in  King  George’s 
Sound  made  known  to  the  world,  than  the  adlive  fpirit  of  adventure  arofe  ; and, 
ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  four  different  expeditions  ftarted  in  the  year  1786, 
from  different  parts  of  the  globe,  to  engage  in  this  commerce,  without  any 
knowledge  of  each  other’s  defigns,  or  of  courfe  fufpe&ing  any  kind  of  compe- 
tition, until  they  arrived  on  the  Coaft  of  America,  when,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
any  difcouraging  circumftance  would  come  too  late  to  make  the  adventurers 
fhrink  from  the  enterprize. 

Previous,  however,  to  every  other  expedition,  a veffel  was  equipped  in  China 
in  the  year  1785,  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  mercantile  abilities  and  reputation* 
the  command  of  her  was  entrufted  to  Captain  James  Hanna,  who  fet  fail  in  her 
to  feek  the  diftant  continent  of  America,  to  explore  its  coafts,  and  to  open  fuch 
an  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  as  might  tend  to  a future  commercial 
eftablifhment  with  them.  The  fize  of  the  veffel,  which  was  under  70  tons, 
her  equipment,  which  fcarcely  amounted  to  thirty  perfons,  and  every  circum- 
ftance belonging  to  her,  ferved  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  all  concerned  in  the 
bufinefs  with  an  high  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  the  man  who  had  undertaken  to  con- 
duit his  little  band  of  Argonauts  in  an  almoft  untried  courfe,  and  where  dangers 
were  not  to  be  avoided,  or  prepared  for  by  the  communicated  experience  of  pre- 
ceding adventurers. 

Captain  Hanna,  on  leaving  China,  purfued  his  courfe  in  the  vicinity  of  Japan, 
pafling  through  theLaqueo  Iflands,  and  encountering  fogs,  vapours,  and  ftorms, 
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till  he  arrived  in  King  George’s  Sound, — the  fecond  European  after  Captain 
Cook  had  left  it.  The  natives,  prefuming  upon  the  inferior  lize  of  the  vefl'el, 
and  the  confined  number  of  the  crew,  made  a defperate  attack  upon  her,  which 
was  repulfed  by  the  fuperior  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  their  new  vifitors. 

Thefe  hoftililies,  however,  foon  ended  in  commercial  friendship  ; and  a quan- 
tity of  fea-otter  Skins  was  obtained  from  them.  Captain  Hanna  departed  from 
thefe  people  on  the  mofl  friendly  terms,  and  proceeded  to  the  Northward, 
wThere  he  difcovered  feveral  founds,  illands,  and  harbours,  which  he  named 
Fitzhugh’s  Sound,  Lance’s  Illands,  and  fome  particular  parts  which  he  named 
after  Henry  Lane,  Efq  ; but  particularly  an  harbour  which  he  called  Sea  Otter’a 
Harbour. 

The  journal  of  Captain  Hanna  was,  as  might  be  expedted,  very  curious.  He 
was  fo  kind  as  to  fubmit  the  examination  of  them  to  us  ; and  they  appeared,  in 
our  judgment,  to  confirm  the  difcoveries  faid  to  be  made  by  De  Fonte,  and 
which  may  now  be  faid  to  be  actually  realifed  by  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the 
Great  Northern  Archipelago.  Captain  Hanna,  we  find,  enters  this  Sound,  as 
he  efteemed  it ; whereas  it  is  now  known  to  be  a part  of  the  Northern  Archipe- 
lago ; but  bad  weather  and  an  heavy  fea  obliged  him  to  ufe  his  utmoft  expedi- 
tion in  getting  out  of  it. 

In  this  voyage  we  fee  the  extent  of  his  difcoveries ; for  his  fecond  voyage  to 
the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  in  1786,  did  not  lead  to  any  thing  further 
than  what  related  to  mere  commercial  adventure  ; and,  before  he  could  eimaee 
in  a third,  this  a&ive  and  able  feaman  was  called  to  take  that  voyage  from 
whence  there  is  no  return. 

It  was  in  1786,  that  different  bands  of  trading  adventurers  ftarted  up,  as  it 
were,  both  in  India  and  England,  to  profecute  this  commerce. — From  India, 
the  equipments  took  place  at  Bengal  and  Bombay,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  rcfpedtive  governments  of  thofe  places.  From  the  former  failed  the 
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Nootka  and  the  Sea  Otter, — from  the  latter,  the  Captain  Cook  and  the  Ex« 
periment.  At  the  fame  period,  another  equipment  took  place,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  in  China  ; and  the  Sea  Otter  failed  from  thence,  and  was  joined  by  the 
Lark,  which  was  fitted  out  with  that  intention  for  the  coaft  of  America. 

About  the  fame  time  certain  merchants  in  England,  and,  in  particular,  the 
Meffrs.  Etches  of  London,  engaged  in  a fimilar  adventure.  Having  obtained  a 
licenfe  from  the  South  Sea  Company  to  carry  on  this  trade  exclufively,  with 
regard  to  England,  for  the  term  of  five  years  ; and  having  been  favoured  with 
a permiflion  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  lade  teas  home  from  China,  thefe 
gentlemen  equipped  the  ffiips  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  in  a very  fupe- 
rior  manner,  and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  Lieutenant  Portlock  of  the  royal 
navy,  and  who  had  already  been  frequently  employed  by  them  as  matter  of  a 
trading  veflel  in  their  fervice.  Thefe  ffiips  left  England  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1785,  near  feven  months  before  any  of  the  equipments  fet  fail  from 
the  different  parts  of  India. 

The  Captain  Cook  and  the  Experiment,  commanded  by  the  Captains  Lowrie 
and  Guife,  and  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Mr.  Strange,  one  of  the  Company’s 
fervants,  failed  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1785,  or  early  in  the  year  1786  : they 
were  equipped  in  the  beft  poffible  manner  by  the  public  fpirit  of  David  Scott, 
Efquire,  of  Bombay,  who  was  the  principal  owner  of  them.  Their  comman- 
ders were  men  of  abilities,  and  the  inferior  officers  in  every  point  of  fuitable 
character : fo  that  confiderable  expectations  were  formed  from  fuch  an  equip- 
ment. 

After  remaining  fome  time  at  Nootka  Sound,  they  explored  other  parts  of  the 
coaft,  and  arrived  in  Snug-corner  Cove,  in  Prince  William’s  Sound.  In  this 
progrefs  they  indifputably  difcovered  that  land  to  which  Mr.  Dixon  gave  the 
name  of  Charlotte  s Ifles,  which  he  did  merely  from  conjectural  opinion,  as 
they  were  never  proved  to  be  fuch  till  Captain  Douglas,  in  the  Iphigenia,  failed 
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through  the  channel  which  feparates  them  from  what  was  then  fuppofed  to  be 
the  American  Continent.  Mr.  Strange  alfo  firfl:  found  the  bay  called  Friendly 
Cove,  which  received  its  prefent  name  from  that  gentleman. 

The  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte, — though  they  pofleffed  the  advantage 
of  being  fitted  out  at  the  port  of  London,  were  appointed  with  numerous  crews 
and  officers  of  every  denomination,  as  well  as  with  an  arrangement  of  {lores, 
&c.  fufficient  to  command  every  advantage  of  trade,  and  alfo  to  make  fettle- 
ments,  form  factories,  which  they  were  authorized  to  do,  and  build  veffels, — their 
voyage  was  tedious  and  dilatory  ; and  their  fuccefs,  both  with  refpedl  to  com- 
merce or  difcovery,  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  fuperior  equipment. 

After  thefe  fhips  had  feparated,  the  Queen  Charlotte  proceeded  to  the  South- 
ward of  Prince  William’s  Sound  ; and  continuing  her  courfe  to  that  part  of  the 
coafl:,  named  by  Captain  Cook  Behring’s  Bay,  ffie  entered  a port  which  then 
received  the  name  of  Port  Mulgrave.  Captain  Dixon  then  proceeds  to  the  Cape 
Edgecumbe  of  Cook,  and  from  thence  traces  the  coaft  till  he  arrived  in  a port 
which  was  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  Port  Banks  ; and  finally  difcovered 
the  Northern  part  of  thofe  iflands  whofe  Southern  extremity  was  firfl  difco- 
vered, as  has  been  already  mentioned,  by  the  Captains  Lowrie  and  Guife.  The 
ffiip  then  takes  her  courfe  down  the  Weftern  fide  of  thefe  iflands ; and,  rounding 
the  Southern  extremity  of  them,  proceeds  partly  between  them,  and  what  was, 
at  that  time,  fuppofed  to  be  the  continent  of  America;  but  apprehenfive  of 
being  entangled  among  thefe  iflands,  {he  quitted  them  at  once,  and  proceeded  on 
her  voyage  to  China. 

The  King  George  remained  a confiderable  time  in  Prince  William’s  Sound  ; 
from  whence  fhe  difpatched  her  long-boat,  at  two  different  times,  to  Cook’s 
River,  which  made  a furvey  of  dome  part  of  the  coafl:  between  Prince  William’s 
Sound,  that  bore  a confiderable  fhare  in  the  general  outline.  She  then  left 
that  Sound  ; and,  after  cafually  exploring  the  coafl:,  and  difcovering  an  harbour 
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or  two,  one  of  which  was  named  Portlock  Harbour,  (he  took  her  courfe  alfo  to 
China  ; and  both  fhips  returned  to  Europe, 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  Captain  Barclay,  we  believe,  failed  from  Europe  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1787  ; and  not  only  arrived  atNootka  Sound  in  Auguftr, 
but  explored  that  part  of  the  coaft  from  Nootka  to  Wicananifti,  and  fo  on  to  a 
Sound  to  which  he  gave  his  own  name.  The  boat’s  crew,  however,  was 
difpatched,  and  difcovered  the  extraordinary  ftraits  of  John  de  Fuca,  and  alfo 
the  coaft  as  far  as  Queenhythe ; — when,  after  the  fatal  cataftrophe  which 
happened  to  fome  of  them,  this  fhip  quitted  the  coaft,  and  proceeded  to 
China;  having  performed  the  whole  of  the  voyage  in  twelvemonths,  which 
employed  the  King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte  upwards  of  two  years.  The 
Nootka  made  no  other  difcovery  but  that  of  diftrefs  and  misfortune. 

The  year  1788  was  productive  of  connecting,  in  fome  meafure,  the  detached 
and  feparate  difcoveries  of  the  ftiips  already  mentioned.  There  were  then  on  the 
coaft  the  fhips  Prince  of  Wales  and  Princefs  Royal,  the  Felice,  the  lphigenia, 
Columbia,  and  Wafhington ; who  each  contributed  her  Ihare  towards  compleating 
the  charts  of  the  North  Weftern  part  of  the  world  which  are  attached  to  this 
volume. 

The  Princefs  Royal,  Captain  Duncan,  in  particular,  enters  the  channel  that 
feparates  the  Charlotte  Ifles  from  the  fuppofed  continent,  and  proceeds  exploring 
both  fides;  difcovering  numerous  harbours,  founds,  and  inlets,  which  complete- 
ly afcertains  the  Northern  Archipelago.  He  occupies  almoft  a whole  fummer 
in  this  Ration;  and  yet,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  quits  the  coaft  of  America 

without  knowing  that  Captain  Douglas  had  already  taken  the  fame  courfe  : 

yet  has  Captain  Duncan,  as  might  be  expected  from  him,  added  many  valuable 
remarks  to  the  geography  of  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  has  added  alfo  confiderably  to  the  geographical  defcrip* 
tion  of  America.  We  have  only  to  lament  the  lofs  of  her  commander  to  the 
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country, — as  he  is  now  a prifoner  with  the  Spaniards,  and  ftill  fuppofed  to  be  in 
that  hate  of  deranged  intellects  which  immediately  fucceeded  the  treatment  he 
received  from  the  commander  of  the  Spanifli  fhips.  The  part  thelphigenia  and 
Felice  bore  in  connecting  thefe  detached  furveys,  are  recited  at  large  in  the 
pages  of  this  volume. 

The  Walhington  entered  the  Straits  of  John  de  Fuca,  the  knowledge  of 
which  (lie  had  received  from  us;  and,  penetrating  up  them,  entered  into  an 
extenfive  fea,  where  flhe  fleered  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward,  and  had  com- 
munication with  the  various  tribes  who  inhabit  the  fhores  of  the  numerous 
iflands  that  are  fituated  at  the  back  of  Nootka  Sound,  and  fpeak,  with  fome  little 
variation,  the  language  of  the  Nootkan  people.  The  track  of  this  veflel  is 
marked  on  the  map,  and  is  of  great  moment,  as  it  now  completely  afcertains 
that  Nootka  Sound,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  iflands,  and  comprehended 
within  the  Great  Northern  Archipelago.  The  fea  alfo,  which  is  feen  to  the 
Eaft,  is  of  great  extent;  and  it  is  from  this  ftationary  point,  and  the  moft 
Wefterly  parts  of  Hudfon’s  Bay,  that  we  form  an  eftimate  of  the  diftance  be- 
tween them. 

The  moft  Eafterly  dire&ion  of  the  Waflftngton’s  courfe  is  to  the  longitude  of 
237°  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  mafterof  that  veflel 
did  not  make  any  aftronomical  obfervations  to  give  a juft  data  of  that  ftation  ; 
but  as  we  have  thofe  made  by  Captain  Cook  at  Nootka  Sound,  we  may  be  able 
to  form  a conjecture  fomewhat  approaching  the  truth,  concerning  the  diftance 
between  Nootka  and  theEafternmoft  ftation  of  the  Wafhington  in  the  Northern 
Archipelago;  and,  confequently,  this  ftation  may  be  prefumed  to  be  in 
the  longitude,  or  thereabouts,  of  2370  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  The  afcer- 
tained  longitude  of  Fort  Churchill  is  940  12'  30",  Weft  of  Greenwich; 
and,  of  courfe,  the  diftance  betWen  the  Wafhington’s  moft  Eafterly  ftation  is 
1020  geographic  miles  ; and,  by  the  fame  calculation,  from  Hudfon’s  Houfe 
660  geographic  miles  ; and  in  the  direction  of  Eaft  by  North  : but  whether 
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the  intermediate  part  between  thefe  fixed  points  be  fea,  river,  or  land,  is  a 
queftion  that  muft  be  left  to  the  refult  of  future  difcovery. 

Thus  h as  been  unveiled  the  whole  of  the  American  coaft,  particularly 
thofe  parts  between  the  latitudes  of  50°  and  55°  North,  and  47°  and  48® 
North;  and  furely  this  furvey  gives  room  for  fomething  more  than  conjec- 
ture on  the  fubjedl.  It  will  teach  us  alfo  to  pay  fome  attention  to  the  account  of 
former  navigators  ; fmce  thofe  relations  of  fome  of  them  which  have  not 
only  been  fufpedted,  but  abfolutely  determined  to  be  errors  or  fidtions,  now  turn 
out  to  be  real  difcoveries. 

Thefe  particulars  are  faithfully  extradled  from  nautical  journals,  and  may  be 
confidered  as  inteiefting  alfo,  as  they  relate  to  the  American  commerce.  It  will, 
indeed,  be  for  the  honour  of  this  country  to  bring  thefe  refearches  to  a conclu- 
fion  ; for  though  it  has  been  a received  opinion  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  a 
paffage  in  Hudfon’s  Bay  to  the  Southward  of  67°  latitude  ; and  when  we  find  held 
out  to  our  view  how  much  more  Northerly  fhips  muft  hold  their  courfe,  at  leaft  fome 
part  of  their  voyage,  before  they  can  pafs  from  one  fide  of  America  to  the  other, 
yet  may  not  the  fea  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne  be  that  very  higheft  point  ? — May  not 
the  Northern  Archipelago,  the  Straits  of  John  de  Fuca,  and  Cook’s  River,  all 
ftretching  to  the  North  Eaft — fome  of  them  being  more Eaft ward  than  this  fea — 
may  not  thefe  be  the  very  paffages  ? — Is  it  not  poflible  that  this  very  fea,  feen  by 
Mr.  Hearne  to  pufh  boldly  into  Hudfon’s  Bay,  or  the  Southernmoft  part  of  Baf- 
fin’s Bay,  be  fome  inlet  or  paffage  to  the  Northward  of  67°  ? 

If  the  corroborating  proofs  of  former  writers  are  brought  forward, — if  the 
having  a knowledge  that  from  the  Copper-Mine  River  the  Indians  of  Prince 
William’s  Sound  and  the  Northern  Archipelago  procure  their  copper; — if  from 
the  Indians  themfelves  we  are  informed  that  great  waters,  free  from  ice,  ftretch 
themfelves  to  the  Northward  ; — —if  thefe  particulars  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 
weight,  how  much  will  it  be  encreafed  when  it  is  known  that  fhips  have  reached 
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between  61  and  62  degrees  of  latitude  in  Cook’s  River,  where  a navigable  ftrait, 
of  confiderable  extent,  appeared  to  their  view,  free  from  ice  or  impediments  of 
any  kind  ; and  where  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  fo  great,  that  there  muft  be 
other  extenfive  channels  for  the  reception  of  the  waters,  which  can  only  be  to  the 
Eaft. 

In  no  part  of  the  year  is  ice  found  in  Cook’s  River  ; — Mr.  Hearne  faw  none  in 
his  fea,  except  on  the  margin  of  the  ffiores,  which  may  have  accumulated  there 
from  the  influx  of  freffi  fprings,  &c. — The  Weftern  fea  of  America  is  alfo  at  all 
times  navigable  and  free  from  ice,  as  far  as  we  can  afcertain,  to  the  latitude  of 
64°  North. 

There  is  but  one  circumftance  more  before  we  clofe  what  we  have  to  offer  in 
favour  of  a North  Weft  paflage,  open  to  the  purpofe  of  navigation. — If,  there- 
fore, we  caft  our  eyes  oil  the  general  map  of  the  world,  particularly  on  the 
Northern  portion  of  it  to  the  Eafi , we  find  laid  dowm  on  the  chart  that  great  extent 
of  land  bounded  by  Baffin’s  Bay,  yet  unexplored. — In  the  Weft  we  perceive 
that  portion  of  terra  firma,  within  the  ardtic  circle,  bounded  by  ice,  which 
feparates  Afia  from  America,  and  which  flopped  the  progrefs  of  Captain  dook  ; — 
let  us  then  caft  our  eyes  on  that  part  of  the  fea  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne,  and  recon- 
cile, if  we  can,  the  poffibility  of  its  being  any  part  of  the  Frozen  Ocean  which 
we  imagine  to  flow  round  thofe  lands  that  are  thought  to  reach  to  the  Pole. — 
If  it  is  the  Frozen  Ocean,  to  what  height  of  latitude  mufl  the  land  of  Baffin’s 
Bay  flretch  ? — In  what  latitude  the  Weftern  portion  fo  bounded  by  fea  r — We 
mufl  either  prefume  that  thefe  lands  do  not  reach  to  the  Pole,  if  this  is  the 
Frozen  Sea ; or  if  we  conclude  that  they  do,  then  the  fea  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne 
can  be  no  other  than  the  ftrait,  or  identical  paflage  between  the  two  oceans. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  Efquimaux  round  with  their  canoes  either 
Baffin’s  land  or  the  Weftern  portion  to  arrive  at  this  fea.  Should  it  not  rather 
be  believed  that  thofe  people  come  from  the  Weftern  fide  for  the  copper  and 
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the  whale ; and  that  this  creature  himfelf  had  made  his  paffage  through  thofe 
very  channels  which  had  conveyed  the  roving  tribe  here  from  Cook’s  River, 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  or  the  Northern  Archipelago.  And  if  this  idea  is 
rejedted,  let  it  be  afked  finally,  by  what  fea  and  by  which  navigation  did  the 
whale  come  into  Mr.  Hearne’s  fea  ; whether  did  he  take  his  courfe  round  Baf- 
fin’s land,  or  boldly  pufh  through  the  barrier  of  ice  feen  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  which  is  fuppofed  to  extend  to  the  Northern  pole  of  the  world.  Here  he 
is  oppofed  and  repulfed,  nor  do  we  believe  that  he  ever  got  round  the  land  of 
Baffin.  We  are  bold  enough,  however,  to  hazard  an  opinion,  that  this  fea 
feen  in  7 2°,  or  placed  by  others  in  68°  30' ; or,  according  to  Peter  Pond,  in  65°, 
is  no  other  than  that  part  of  the  communication  between  theNorthern  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  Oceans  which  empties  itfelf  either  in  Baffin’s,  or  Hudfon’s  Bay  ; and 
that  through  thefe  channels,  which  are  fufficiently  deep  and  capacious  for 
navigation,  the  whale  and  other  huge  marine  animals  find  a fafe  and  eafy 
paffage. 

The  Indians  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne,  and  wlio  were  deftroyed  by  the  party 
that  conducted  him  through  his  dreary  route,  were,  in  all  probability,  a part  of 
a tribe  of  the  Weftern  fide,  on  an  expedition  to  the  mines  to  procure  copper. — 
Perhaps  they  were  inhabitants  of  Cook's  River. — Copper  abounds  amongfl:  thefe 
numerous  tribes ; — it  is  the  medium  of  barter  with  their  more  Southern  neigh- 
bours. We  have  feen  in  their  poffeffion  maffes  of  confiderable  weight  from  the 
mines,  and  of  extreme  finenefs.  They  told  us  that  they  went  far  Northward 
for  it,  and  found  the  ore  in  the  earth,  fcattered  about,  and,  as  we  underflood 
them,  thrown  up  by  a volcano  from  the  fea. — The  Indians  feen  by  Mr.  Hearne 
were  Efquimaux,  agreeing  in  manners  and  cuftoms,  and  inheriting  all  that 
mifery  of  this  extenfive  tribe,  which  is  perceived  on  the  Weftern  Coafl  of 
America,  as  far  South  as  to  the  latitude  of  50°  North. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  Spanifh  navigator,  Don  Francifco  Antonio  Maurelle, 
in  1775,  vifited  that  part  of  the  continent  of  America  not  feen  by  Cap- 
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tain  Cook  in  his  progrefs  to  the  Northward  ; and  that  this  voyage,  therefore, 
is  peculiarly  interefting  to  navigation,  as  he  pronounces  that  no  fuch  ftraits  are 
to  be  found  as  thofe  of  De  Fuca,  or  fuch  an  Archipelago  as  that  of  Admiral 
De  Fonte. 

The  particulars  of  this  voyage,  kept  fo  fecret  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  has  been 
communicated  to  the  world  by  that  truly  refpedtable,  philofophic  and  learned 
gentleman,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Daines  Barrington.  Its  fuppofed  merits  for 
fome  time  flood  the  teft  of  criticifm. — It  received  an  additional  authority  after 
the  return  of  our  laft  circumnavigators,  as  it  favoured  their  opinions  that  no 
credit  was  to  be  given  to  the  fuppofed  difcoveries  of  De  Fonte  or  De  Fuca, 
which  were  now  determined  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  romance  of  a for- 
mer century,  or  the  fidlion  of  an  enthufiaftic  mind. 

In  our  turn,  we  do  not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  no  attention  whatever  is 
to  be  paid  to  the  charts  of  Mr.  Maurelle,  as  totally  contrary  to  truth  and  facft. 
They  give  no  idea  of  the  real  pofition  of  the  Coaft  of  America  ; and,  of  courfe, 
involve  the  journals  of  the  lame  navigator,  from  whence  they  have  been  drawn, 
in  their  own  mifreprefentations.  There  is  no  method  more  ready  or  more  deci- 
five,  than  to  compare  the  chart  of  Maurelle’s  voyage,  with  the  chart  of  Captain 
Cook,  or  that  which  has  been  prepared  from  the  voyage  of  the  Felice  and  the 
Iphigenia,  and  which  comprehend  all  the  difcoveries  made  by  other  Britifh 
navigators  who  have  villted  the  American  Coaft.  Mr.  Maurelle’s  chart  will 
then  have  abided  a fair  trial,  and  of  courfe  receive  the  judgment  it  deferves. 

We  have  now  ftated  fully,  explicitly,  and,  we  hope,  without  prefumption, 
the  different  points  which  have  given  rife  to  our  belief  in  the  exiltence  of  a 
North  Weft  paffage. 

An  argument  on  which  fo  much  depends,  requires  every  aid  to  fupport  it 
that  can  be  derived  from  any  corroborating  teftimony  ; yet  we  fhall  not  attempt 

to 


A NORTH  WEST  PASSAGE,  «*. 


Ixi 


to  mention  fuch  as  may  be  doubtful,  however  favourable  they  may  be  to  our 
general  purpofe,  without  exprefiing  our  hefitation  as  to  their  authenticity. 

Thus,  if  Mr.  Peter  Pond’s  difcoveries  were  fatisfa&orily  authenticated,  they  would 
operate  powerfully  in  our  favour,  as  they  would  materially  correct  the  route  of 
Mr.  Hearne,  by  altering  the  fea  feen  by  that  gentleman  in  7 2°  to  65°,  and 
confequently  leave  a ready  and  open  communication  between  Cook’s  River  and 
that  fea ; and,  perhaps  the  fame  in  Baffin’s  or  Hudfon’s  Bay ; but  we  are 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  we  are  not  without  our  doubts  refpe&ing  Mr.  Pond; 
as  his  account,  however,  is  in  every  body’s  hands,  we  fhall  leave  its  claim  to 
credibility  exaftly  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  we  found  it. 

But  there  is  an  author  of  great  refpe£lability,  whofe  obfervations  we  have 
already  quoted,  to  whom  we  fhall  be  indebted  for  further  affiftance  ; and 
as  he  ftates  clearly  the  ancient  accounts  of  the  exigence  of  the  Archipelago  of 
Saint  Lazarus,  and  the  Straits  of  John  de  Fuca,  we  rely  with  certainty  on  them, 
and  are  thus  enabled,  by  his  previous  labours,  to  leffen  our  own.  We  fhall  only, 
therefore,  with  his  afTiftance,  ftate  a few  leading  points,  to  fhew  the  grounds  on 
which  we  reft  our  belief  of  the  exiftence  of  thefe  places,  which  have  been  attri- 
buted by  very  learned  men  to  the  impofition  of  fome,  and  the  ignorance  of 
others. 

This  author  obferves,  that  recent  navigators  have  found  an  archipelago  of 
iflands,  and  the  ftrongeft  indications  of  a large  river,  where  fuch  are  defcribed 
by  Admiral  de  Fonte  : and  this,  he  adds,  gives  countenance  to  that  too  haftily 
exploded  narration. — We  have,  it  is  true,  old  traditions  or  narratives  of  the 
Archipelago  of  De  Fonte,  and  the  Straits  of  De  Fuca,  in  Hacluit,  Purchas  and 
Harris,  but  on  what  grounds,  or  from  what  difcoveries,  is  at  prefent  wrapped 

in  obfcurity. But  Mr.  Dalrymple  comes  armed  with  better  authority, — - 

and  informs,  us  that  the  Burgomafter  Witfon,  in  his  fecond  edition  of  the  Nord 
and  Ort  Tartarye,  in  1705,  fays  he  had  in  his  pofleffion  the  original  manufcript 
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of  the  account  of  the  celebrated  navigator  De  Fonta,  and  not  De  Fonte,  having 
furveyed  Terra  del  Fuego  in  1649. — This  circumftance  goes  very  far  to  prove 
that  fuch  a perfon  did  exift ; and  we  may  confequently  form  an  opinion,  that 
if  he  performed  one  voyage  in  1649,  that  he  might  have  accomplifhed  the  other 
as  recited  by  Purchas,  &c.  in  1640  ; and  the  recent  difcoveries  of  this  very 
Archipelago  ferves  to  countenance  this  opinion.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  and 
whatever  authority  may  be  due  to  Burgomafter  Witfon,  we  are  ready  to  vouch 
for  the  Northern  Archipelago  being  in  the  fame  fpot  as  that  of  De  Fonta. 

The  account  of  the  Straits  of  De  Fuca  is  no  lefs  extraordinary. — A very 
curious  piece  of  intelligence  is  communicated  by  him,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Mr.  Greville,  who  received  it  from  Sir  John  Macpherfon,  to 
whom  it  was  related  by  fome  Spaniards  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  who  in- 
formed Sir  John  that,  very  lately,  an  entrance  in  the  latitude  of  470  45'  North 
was  found,  which  conveyed  them  in  twenty- feven  days  into  the  vicinity  of 
Hudfon’s  Bay; — what  can  be  faid  to  fuch  extraordinary  intelligence  ? 

John  de  Fuca,  according  to  Mr.  Hacluit,  was  a Greek  pilot,  who  in  1592, 
failed  into  an  inlet  of  great  breadth,  between  the  latitudes  of  470  and  4S0, 
which  led  him  into  a far  broader  fea,  wherein  he  failed  twenty  days,  and 
arrived  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. — He  defcribes  a great  head-land  or  ifland,  with 
an  exceedingly  high  pinnacle  rock  placed  near  it,  which  is,  in  all  probability, 
the  very  ifland  or  headland  whereon  our  friend  Tatootche  has  his  town  and 
fortrefs;  and  as  to  the  pinnacle  rock,  we  have  had  ocular  demon  ft  ration  of  its 
being  placed  in  the  entrance  of  this  fea,  as  well  as  the  great  ifland  or  headland 
which  we  have  particularized  in  the  voyage  of  the  Felice  in  that  latitude. 

De  Fuca,  it  feems,  communicated  this  information  to  Mr.  Lock,  when 
that  gentleman  was  at  Venice,  and  offered  to  perform  the  voyage,  on  condition 
of  receiving  60,000  ducats. — The  venerable  and  parfimonious  minifters  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  amongft  whom  was  Cecil,  refufed : Mr.  Lock  being  unable, 
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out  of  his  own  private  fortune,  to  reward  the  pilot,  the  matter  dropped, 
though  he  continued  to  keep  up  a conftant  correfpondence  with  him. — Affairs 
taking  another  turn,  it  was  determined  to  employ  the  pilot,  and  Lock  went  to 
Italy  in  order  to  bring  him  to  England  ; when,  on  his  arrival,  he  found  that 
the  pilot  had  died  a fhort  time  before.  Such  is  the  account  given  by  Hacluit, 
Purchas,  &c.  and  adopted  by  all  nautical  hiftorians  fince  their  time. 

It  is  no  lefs  curious  that  another  man  who  was  at  Portugal  about  the  fame 
time,  fhould  have  publifhed  a book,  treating  of  a North  Weft  paffage,  and 
ftating  that  he  had  palled  through  it.  This  book  was  fuppreffed  by  the  Court 
of  Lifbon. — But  to  corroborate  and  ftrengthen  my  own  affertions,  I bring  the 
authority  of  Captain  Barclay’s  officers,  &c.  who  faw  every  particular  which  I 
declare  to  have  feen, — having  furveyed  thefe  parts  in  a boat, — though  he  him- 
felf  did  not  go  within  fome  leagues  of  the  ftrait: — It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  Princefs  Royal,  Captain  Duncan,  faw  them  alfo;  and  finally,  we  offer  the 
proofs  brought  by  the  Waffiington,  which  failed  through  a fea  that  extends 
upwards  of  8 degrees  of  latitude. 

In  reading  the  accounts  o£  the  ancient  voyagers,  we  were  forcibly  ftruck  with 
the  refemblance  between  the  inhabitants  as  defcribed  by  John  de  Fuca,  and 
thofe  with  which  we  had  a communication. — Amongft  many  particulars  we 
will  feleft  one,  which  is  diredlly  in  point  ; independent  of  their  being  cloathed 
in  furs  and  bears  fkins,  as  he  mentions  them,  he  goes  on  to  tell  us,  that  they 
bind  their  childrens’  heads  between  two  boards  when  very  young,  which  prac- 
tice gives  the  head  the  form  of  a fugar-loaf ; and  in  our  account  of  the  people 
of  Nootka,  this  cuftom  has  been  particularly  remarked,  and  we  reckon  Tatootche 
among  the  number  of  Nootkan  Princes. — The  latitude  in  which  we  found  this 
ftrait  placed,  certainly  differs  from  that  in  which  the  old  authors  have  laid  it 
down  ; but  that  may  be  eafily  accounted  for,  from  the  great  difference  between 
the  crofs-ftaff,  which  was  the  aftronomical  inftrument  of  Columbus,  and  our 
quadrant ; — and  we  believe,  even  a few  years  back,  our  navigators  did  not  at- 
tend 
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tend  fufficiently  to  even  the  corrections  neceffary  for  the  fun’s  declination, 
which  will  alfo  produce  a great  difference  of  calculation. 

Another  account  of  a former  date,  relative  to  this  paffage,  muft  not  be 
omitted,  which  is  the  voyage  of  Thomas  Peche,  as  given  by  Mr.  Dalrymple. — 
He  relates  that  he  failed  up  the  Strait  of  Anian,  120  leagues,  in  1676,  intend- 
ing to  return  to  England  that  way  ; but  the  month  of  October  being  well  ad- 
vanced, and  the  winds  Northerly, — which,  by  the  bye,  we  obferved  to  be  always 
the  cafe, — he  returned  back,  and  coafting  California,  New  Spain  and  Peru, 
came  into  the  North  fea  by  the  ff raits  of  Magellan,  1677. — He  found  from  Cape 
Mendocino  on  California,  the  current  fet  to  the  North  Eaft  for  more  than  20 
leagues  within  the  channel : — But  where  thefe  flraits  are  fituated,  it  is  difficult 
to  judge  from  the  fhort  account  given  of  this  man’s  voyage. 

It  would  only  encreafe  uncertainty,  and  involve  enquiry  in  greater  per- 
plexity, if  we  were  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  interior  geography  of 
this  part  of  America.  There  are,  it  is  true,  charts  formed  of  it,  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  we  can  refign  our  judgment  to  them  ; — it  is  fo  eafy  to  fill  up  fpaces 
with  imaginary  lakes  and  rivers,  that  only  tend  to  miflead  us  ; and  though 
the  Arathapefcow  Lake  bears  all  the  marks  of  authenticity,  yet  we  know  not, 
from  any  refpeCtable  authority,  that  its  fituation  is  aftronomically  fixed. 

We  muff  beg  leave  to  add  one  more  conjecture,  which  is  that  of  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple, and  in  which  I perfectly  coincide,  that  the  Lake  de  Fonte  may  be  the 
identical  Lake  Arathapefcow  ; which,  if  that  fhould  be  the  cafe,  communicates 
with  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean  : and  the  Arathapefcow  Lake,  according  to  two 
Indian  manufcript  charts  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  company,  pofleffies  a commu- 
nication with  Hudfon’s  Bay  ; — a circumftance  which  induces  Mr.  Dalrymple 
to  remark,  with  his  ufual  fagacity,  that  it  would  be  highly  expedient  to 
examine  what  obftruCtions  there  are  to  navigate  thither ; for  this  lake  is 
reported  by  Mr.  Hearne, — from  the  information  of  the  Indians, — to  be 
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about  400  miles  in  length,*— He  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  moft  effectual  me- 
thod of  making  this  examination,  would  be  from  the  Arathapefcow  Lake,  which 
by  the  obfervation  of  the  longitude  ofHudfon’s  houfe,  appears  to  be  much 
nearer  Hudfon’s  houfe  than  Mr.  Hearne’s  map  reprefents  it. — Indeed,  though 
that  gentleman  has  much  merit  for  his  enterprifing  fpirit  and  painful  refearches, 
he  has  left  much  yet  to  be  done  ; for  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Hearne 
could  poffibly  be  qualified  to  form  a chart  of  fuch  extenfive  regions  which 
fhould  be  definitive. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved  that  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  have  an  houfe 
in  c; 3°  o'  32"  North,  and  longitude  1060  27'  20"  Weft,  which  is  above  530 
geographic  miles  from  their  neareft  Settlement  in  the  Bay ; the  diftance> 
therefore,  to  compleat  the  communication  between  that  place  and  Nootka, 
is  above  700  geographic  miles.  On  the  authority  of  Mr.  Turner  the  Hud- 
fon  Bay  Company’s  Surveyor,  the  Indians  report  that  the  river,  continues 
to  be  navigable  as  far  above  Hudfon’s  houfe  as  below  it,  and  that  it  is  as  eafy 
a navigation  as  that  of  the  Thames,  there  not  being  one  fall  or  rapid,  after 
pafting  that  near  Winipig  Lake,  in  a courfe  of  more  than  200  miles  ; but  it  is 
probable  that  the  communication  between  Hudfon’s  Bay  and  the  Weft  Coaft  of 
America  would,  with  more  facility,  be  made  in  an  higher  latitude,  by  means 
of  the  Chefterfield  inlet,  or  fome  of  the  inlets  and  rivers  from  Hudfon’s  Bay, 
conne&ing  with  the  Arathapefcow,  Dobaunt  and  other  lakes. 

Of  the  navigation  of  the  Weftern  fide  of  America  we  are  clear  and  decided, 
as  well  as  of  thofe  inlets,  great  founds,  and  openings  of  the  fea  at  the  back  of 
Nootka. — And  as  to  the  Eaftern  fide  of  the  continent, — though,  as  yet,  we  have 
nothing  but  conje£lure  in  favour  of  the  belief  that  either  through  Hudfon’s  Bay, 
or  the  Southern  parts  of  Baffin’s  Bay,  navigable  inlets  may  be  found  to 
communicate  with  the  Eaftern  Pacific  Ocean, — one  circumftance  is  clear 
in  our  favour,  which  is,  that  we  have  the  moft  inconteftable  proof  that 
the  geography  of  Hudfon’s  Bay  is  but  yet  imperfectly  known,  and  that  with 
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Baffin’s  Bay  we  are  wholly  unacquainted  ; fo  that  the  idea  of  the  difcovery  of  a 
North  Weft  Paffage  ftill  continues  to  have  a reafonable  foundation. — And  we 
truft  that  the  fervants  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  will  conquer  every 
averfion,  we  are  informed  they  have  hitherto  poffefled,  to  thofe  Northern 
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expeditions  ; which  may,  at  length,  end  in  the  difcovery  of  a North  Weft 
Paffage. 
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NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA,  AND  CHINA,  &c.  &c. 


JT  muft  afford  a very  animating  fatisfaftion  to  every  patriot  mind,  that 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country  are  gradually  extending  themfelves 
over  every  part  of  the  globe  ; and  that  from  the  encouragement  given  by  wife 
miniflers,  and  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  opulent  merchants,  every  corner  of  the 
earth  where  the  winds  blow  and  the  fea  rolls  its  waves,  will,  fooner  or  later,  be 
explored,  to  encreafe  the  wealth,  the  power,  and  the  profperity  of  the  Britifh 
Empire. 

To  Captain  Cook,  among  other  great  and  public  benefits,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  commerce  of  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  and  its  profitable 
application  to  the  China  market ; a commerce,  which  when  more  known,  and 
of  courfe  more  cultivated,  will,  we  doubt  not,  prove  of  the  firft  advantage  to 
this  country. 
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The  riches  which  the  immenfe  Southern  Pacific  Ocean  offers  to  the  adven- 
turous fpirit  of  trade,  is  far  beyond  the  prefent  conceptions  of  it ; and  the 
empires  of  China  and  Japan  may  not  only  become  new  fources  of  commer- 
cial advantage  to  this  kingdom,  in  the  exports  of  her  manufactures,  but  prove 
the  means  of  encreafing  her  maritime  ftrength  ; and  thereby  aggrandizing, 
in  the  moft  ample  manner,  the  power  of  the  Britifh  Empire. 

In  the  preceding  pages,  which  contain  our  obfervations  on  the  probable  exift- 
ence  of  a North  Weft  Paffage,  fome  account  is  given  of  the  feveral  adventurers 
to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  fince  the  difcovery  of  its  valuable  com- 
merce by  Captain  Cook.  The  fate  of  them,  as  it  generally  happens  in  all  new 
fchemes  of  adventure,  has  been  varioufly  unfuccefsful. — Two  of  the  fmall 
number  of  fhips  which  have  failed  thither,  have  been  wrecked,  and  others 
have  proved  unfortunate  either  from  the  bad  management  or  ignorance  of 
their  conductors  ; from  whence  a very  falfe  idea  has  arifen,  that  the  trade  of 
the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  is  an  unproductive  bufinefs. 

Other  opinions  have  been  propagated  which  are  extremely  unfavourable  to 
the  adventurers  who  have  engaged  in  this  commerce.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
boldly  afferted,  and  by  many  as  confidently  believed,  that-  they  have  been 
engaged  in  a contraband  trade  on  the  American  Coaft. — It  muft,  indeed,  be 
extremely  mortifying  to  thofe  gentlemen  whofe  patriotic  and  commercial 
fpirit  has  led  them  into  fuch  adventurous  undertakings,  to  find,  that  in  addition 
to  the  great  Ioffes  they  have  fuftained,  their  characters,  as  fair  and  honeft 
merchants,  are  attacked  and  calumniated  : but  the  accufation,  which  fprings 
either  from  envy  or  ignorance,  is  founded  in  falfhood, — and  will,  we  truft, 
find  a refutation  in  the  commercial  arrangements  of  thofe  voyages  which  occupy 
the  preceding  pages  of  this  volume. 

The  moft  immediate  articles  hitherto  imported  from  America,  have  been  the 
fea-otter  fkin,  and  furs  of  an  inferior  value,  of  which  we  have  every  reafon  to 
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fuppofe  there  will  prove  a very  great  abundance,  whenever  the  induftry  of  the 
natives  (hall  be  duly  excited  to  extend  their  collection  of  them. — Belides  itftiould 
be  obferved,  that  this  trade  is  in  an  infant  Hate,  and  has  been  hitherto  carried  on 
only,  as  it  were,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  American  fhores  ; — as  thofe  parts  which 
have  been  already  vifited,  are  not,  as  has  been  imagined,  the  coafts  of  the  conti- 
nent, but  an  archipelago  of  iflands,  forming  a kind  of  barrier  to  it.  When,  there- 
fore, a commercial  communication  is  opened  with  the  continent  itfelf,  which  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  is  numeroufly  inhabited,  a great  and  very  valuable 
fource  of  commerce  will  be  unfolded  to  our  country  -;  forming  a chain  of  trade 
between  Hudfon’s  Bay,  Canada,  and  the  North  Well  Coaft  of  America. 

The  articles  hitherto  employed  in  the  purchafe  of  American  furs,  &c.  are 
in  themfelves  but  of  fmall  value,  when  compared  with  the  prices  which  thefe 
furs  obtain  at  China  and  other  markets  ; but  when  the- expence  of  conveying 
them  to  their  deftination  is  taken  into  the  account,  their  acquired  value  is  cf 
no  trifling  confideration. 

The  fi.rft  adventurers  employed  iron,  beads,  glafs  and  Indian  gewgaws  a3 
the  medium  of  barter  ; but  they  who  fucceeded  them  added  Britifih  Woollen-s 
to  the  trade,  and  whole  villages  of  American  natives  were  feen  clad  in  blankets, 
and  decorated  with  every  article  of  Englilh  drefs.  Indeed,  after  fome  time, 
the  Indians  became  fo  fond  of  woollen  articles,  that  no  commercial  engagement 
could  be  formed  with  thefe  people  in  which  they  did  not  form  the  command- 
ing inducement.  The  fea-otter  lkin  may  be  a more  beautiful  and  warmer 
garment,  but  it  is  infinitely  more  cumberfome  than  the  blanket;  which,  when 
once  adopted,  was  preferred  in  the  mcft  decided  manner,  from  a fenfe  of 
fuperior  convenience;  and  refpeCting  the  articles  of  European  drefs  for  which 
their  Ample  fancy  or  a love  of  novelty  might  be  luppofed  to  impel  their  choice, 
they  might  be  fo  varied  as  to  keep  awake  thofe  prepofl'eftions  till  they  become 
habits,  whofe  calls  mu  ft  be  fupplied  by  Britifh  manufactures. 
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The  number  of  people  to  the  Southward  of  Nootka  Sound,  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  450  or  46°,  amounts  at  leaf!:  to  near  fixty  thoufand.  The  calcula- 
tion is  made  from  the  number  of  villages,  each  of  which  contains  from 
fix  to  nine  hundred  inhabitants.  To  the  Northward  of  Nootka,  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  6i°,  they  are  much  more  numerous;  it  may  therefore  be  reafonably 
concluded,  that  the  line  of  fea  coafl:  on  the  Weftern  fide  of  this  Archipe- 
lago, without  adverting  to  the  Eaftern  fide,  poffeffes  upwards  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  people  ; which,  after  all,  forms  no  very  great  degree  of  population 
for  fuch  an  extenfive  length  of  country. 

Something  like  a correCl  eftimate  may,  therefore,  be  made  of  the  advantages 
that  would  arife  from  fupplying  fuch  a number  of  people  with  Brithh  ma- 
nufactures, by  calculating  the  probable  exports,  which,  in  this  early  flage  of 
the  North  Weft  American  commerce,  might  be  made  from  this  country  of 
coarfe  woollens,  iron,  cutlery,  manufactured  copper  and  tin  ; which,  in  par- 
ticular, when  worked  up  into  the  various  articles  in  which  it  is  commonly  em- 
ployed, would  form  an  immediate,  as  well  as  a very  confiderable  export,  as  on 
feveral  parts  of  the  coafl:  it  w?as  found  to  be  the  favourite  objeCt  of  the  Indian 
market.  It  is,'  by  no  means,  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  in  proportion  as  the 
manners  of  thefe  people  improved,  and  their  civilziation  advanced,  all  thefe 
commercial  articles  would  find  an  encreafing  demand. 

The  exports  of  America  will  confift  of  furs  of  the  following  fpecies  * — 
The  fea-otter,  the  different  kinds  and  qualities  of  which  have  been  particularly 
defcribed  in  the  voyage  of  the  Felice; — the  beaver,  marten,  fable,  river-otter, 
—called  by  the  natives  capuca, — the  ermine,  foxes  of  different  kinds,  and  par- 
ticularly that  wrhofe  Ikin  is  of  a jetty  black ; — grey,  white  and  red 
wolves,  wolvereens,  marmots,  racoons,  bears,  mountain-fiieep,  whofe  fleece  is 
of  extreme  length  and  finenefs,  with  the  common  and  the  moofe-deer  or  elk. 
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The  fea-otter,  though  an  amphibious  animal,  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
more  corredtly  clafted  among  the  fea-furs  ; for  it  is  the  peculiar  happinefs 
of  this  country,  that  the  fea  which  wafhes  its  coafts,  fhares  with  the  land 
the  plenty  of  commercial  produce.  The  furred  feal,  fea-cow,  fea-lion,  the 
fpeckled  feal  and  common  feal  abound  there. 

Ginfeng  might  alfo  become  a very  valuable  article  of  American  export  ; for 
although  it  has  not  hitherto  been  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  vicinities 
of  Nootka,  the  Northern  parts,  more  particularly  the  fhores  of  Cook’s  River, 
produce  it  in  inexhauftible  plenty.  The  ginfeng  of  this  part  of  America  is  far 
preferable  to  that  of  the  Eaftern  fide,  and  approaches  nearer  to  that  of  China, 
which  is  univerfally  confidered  of  a very  fuperior  quality  to  the  belt  ginfeng 
of  European  exportation. 

But  the  moft  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  which  is  offered  fpontaneoufly 
by  the  North  Weft  American  Coafts,  is  the  Whale  Fifhery,  which  may  be 
carried  on  to  any  extent.  As  thofe  fifh,  both  of  the  black  and  fpermaceti 
kind,  are  univerfally  abundant  in  thofe  feas,  with  other  marine  animals, 
which  yield  an  oil  of  a very  fuperior  quality.  And  here  I fhall  beg  leave  to 
offer  fome  obfervations  on  the  probable  advantages  which  may  be  derived  to 
Great  Britain  from  this  fifhery,  not  only  in  the  Northern  but  the  Southern 
Oceans  ; the  former  abounding  with  the  black  whale,  and  the  latter  with  the 
fpermaceti  fpecies. 

Thefe  Fifheries  are  of  fuch  extent,  reaching  from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Line,, 
as,  with  that  of  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  to  be  capable  of  employ- 
ing feveral  thoufand  tons  of  fhipping.  Even  in  its  infant  ftate,  one  hundred 
fail  at  leaft,  each  veffel  having  thirty  men  on  board,  might  be  employed  in 
this  valuable  branch  of  commerce.  Of  a fhip’s  company,  according  to  this 
regulation,  I fhould  fuppofe  that  twenty  would  be  feamen,  or  people  acquainted 
with  the  bufmefs  of  the  fifhery,  and  that  the  remainder  would  be  boys  appren- 
ticed. 
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ticed,  or  landmen,  who  are  frequently  received  on  board,  and  employed  in  thefe 
voyages : The  number  of  feamen  amounting  in  the  whole  to  three  thoufand. 
Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  this  commerce,  conducted  under  the  influence  of 
Britifh  liberty  and  the  fpirit  of  Britifli  merchants,  would  not  encreafe-  Indeed, 
the  acquifitions  of  it  are  fo  favourable  to  our  own  manufactures,  and  in  fuch 
continual  demand  from  foreign  countries,  that  to  fupply  the  home  and  foreign 
confumption  of  its  feveral  articles,  would  prove  a moft  advantageous  extenfion 
of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain.  But  another  important  benefit 
will  refult  alfo  from  thefe  fifheries ; they  will  very  greatly  enlarge  that  nurfery 
of  feamen  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  mine  of  Britifli  ftrength  and  glory. — 
Nor  do  I hefitate  to  foretell,  that  if  this  branch  of  commerce  is  left  free,  and  is 
not  fuffered  to  be  fhackled  by  chartered  privileges  and  legal  monopolies,  that  it 
will,  in  a very  fliort  time,  make  fuch  returns,  as  to  difcharge  Government 
from  the  expenfive  encouragements  of  drawbacks  and  bounties. 

It  would  be  prefumption  in  me  to  recommend  any  fyftem  of  regulations  for 
the  due  conduCt,  controul  and  encouragement  of  thefe  fifheries,  when  fuch 
abilities  and  commercial  knowledge  as  is  pofiTefled  by  Lord  Hawkefbury,  en- 
lightens the  proceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  adminiftration  which  appropriates 
its  labour  and  attention  to  the  trade  of  our  country  ; but  I fhall,  neverrhelefs, 
take  the  liberty  to  fuggeft,  that  each  fliip  employed  in  this  commercial  fervice, 
fhould  be  obliged  to  have  on  board  fix  or  eight  apprentices,  who  fhould  be 
limited  with  refpedl  to  age.  If  eight  in  number,  four  of  them  fhould  not  be 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  ; — two  others  fhould  not  exceed  fourteen 
years,  and  the  remainder  might  be  confined  within  the  age  of  fixteen.  The 
term  of  their  apprenticefhip  fhould  not  be  extended  beyond  five  years. — It  would 
be  needlefs  to  explain  the  utility  and  advantage  of  fuch  an  arrangement. 

The  navigation  of  thefe  feas  is  moll  admirably  adapted  to  form  a fchool  of 
maritime  experience,  while  its  peculiar  fafety  is  equally  calculated  to  encourage 
mercantile  fpeculation. — Nor  fhould  it  be  pafled  by  without  obfervation,  that 
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ftiips  employed  in  the  fifhery  or  fur  trade,  may  always  depend  upon  fuch 
abundant  fupplies  of  almoft  every  kind,  as  not  only  to  furnilh  a plenteous  va- 
riety of  that  wholefome  food,  but  alfo  to  become  an  objedt  of  commercial  con- 
federation, while  the  Sandwich  Iflands  offer  a ftation  for  intermediate  repofe, 
where  health  animates  the  gales,  and  every  fpecies  of  refrefhment  is  to  be  found 
on  the  fliores. 

The  various  articles  of  trade,  both  of  an  import  and  export  nature,  in  this 
new  region  of  commerce,  which  might  be  confidered  as  attending  upon  our 
entrance  into  it,  have  already  been  mentioned;  at  the  fame  time  we  ought  to 
keep  in  view,  as  an  objedt  of  a great  future  advantage,  thofe  mines  which  are 
known  to  lie  between  the  latitudes  of  40°  and  6o°  North,  and  which  may  here- 
after prove  a raoft  valuable  fource  of  commerce  between  America  and  China. — 
But  to  give  them  effedt,  as  well  as  to  forward  other  beneficial  purpofes, 
eftablifhments  muft  be  formed,  for  which  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America 
offers  a mild  climate  and  a fruitful  foil,  where  grain  of  every  fpecies  may  be 
cultivated  with  a fmall  portion  of  induftrious  exertion,  particularly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nootka,  and  in  the  country  of  New  Albion. 

Such  is  the  general  account  we  have  i't  in  our  power  to  communicate  of  the 
commerce  of  that  part  of  America  which  has  fo  lately  been  unfolded  to  us. 
We  fhall  now  proceed  to  difcover  the  connedtion  it  has  hitherto  formed  with 
China,  together  with  the  profpedt  of  opening  a trading  intercourfe  with 
Japan  ; which,  if  revived,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an 
event,  might,  in  due  time,  become  an  objedt  of  the  firft  importance  to  the  mer- 
cantile intereft  of  this  country. 

The  furs  obtained  by  the  feveral  adventurers  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of 
America,  have  been  carried  to  the  Canton  market,  where  they  were  fold  at 
very  high  prices. — The  circumftance  of  fupplying  this  market  with  American 
furs,  has  proved  the  means  of  opening  a channel  of  trade  between  England 
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and  China,  for  the  Canadian  and  Hudfon  Bay  furs,  which  had  not  hitherto 
been  attempted. — Thefe  furs  alfo  fold  extremely  well. 

The  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Empire  of  China,  is  altoge- 
ther of  fuch  importance,  that  an  inveftigation  of  thofe  caufes  which  ope- 
rate to  continue  the  balance  of  trade  againft  us,  and  which  may  lead 
to  a difcovery  of  the  means  not  only  to  diminifh  that  balance,  but  to 
turn  it  in  our  favour,  will,  I truft,  be  favourably  received  by  the  public  ; 
and,  in  a particular  manner,  by  that  great  commercial  body-,  the  Honourable 
Eaft  India  Company. — It  is,  indeed,  but  juft  ice  to  declare,  that  much  has 
already  been  done  by  them;  at  the  fame  time  truth  compels  me  to  obferve, 
that  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  not  only  in  giving  every  poflible  aug- 
mentation to  the  exports  of  this  country,  but  in  opening  new  channels  of 
commerce,  whenever  and  wherever  opportunity  offers  to  accomplifh  fuch  a 
defirable  objedt. 

In  purfuing  the  general  outline  of  this  fubjedt,  and  we  do  not  profefs  to 
be  fo  minutely  informed  as  to  engage  in  a minute  difcuffi on  of  it,  we  (hall 
clafs  the  commerce  of  China  under  the  following  heads:. — 

Firft.  The  trade  between  China  and  Ruflia,  by  land  ; in  which  may  be 
included  the  North  Weftern  commerce  by  fea,  as  the  principal  flaple  com- 
modities are  chiefly  furs,  in  which  England  participates,  from  the  large-  quan- 
tity of  the  Canadian  and  Hudfon’ s Bay  furs  lent  from  this  country  to  Rufiia, 
and  from  thence,  by  the  Ruffian  merchants,  by  a long  and  circuitous  land 
carriage  to  Pekin. 

Secondly.  The  commercial  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  China! 

Thirdly.  The  commerce  between  foreign  nations  jvith  the  country  powers 
in.  India  and  China. 
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ft  is  not  neceflary  for  me,  were  it  in  my  power,  to  defcribe  the  vaft  extent  of 
the  Chinefe  Empire,  and  the  Rate  of  its  prodigious  population.  It  is  fufficient 
to  obferve  that  fuch  a country,  and  fuch  a people,  would  form  a commercial 
alliance  of  the  firft  magnitude  with  Great  Britain.  The  Englilh  certainly  enjoy 
the  far  greater  -part  of  the  import  trade  at  Canton  ; but  the  whole  European 
commerce,  which,  of  courfe,  involves  our  own,  labours  beneath  very  oppreffive 
and  encreafing  difad  vantages.  Nor  can  I underftand  upon  what  principle  of 
found  policy  we  continue  to  fubmit  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Chinefe  go- 
vernment, in  our  commercial  concerns  with  it. 

If  we  were  to  form  our  opinions  of  the  general  character  of  the  inhabitants 
of  China  from  thole  who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Canton  River,  it  would  be 
doing  them  a great  injuftice.  A trading  fea-port,  which  offers  little  or  no  other 
communication  than  with  Cuftom-houfe  officers,  brokers,  and  the  inferior  rank 
of  tradesmen,  does  not  qualify  the  voyager  to  judge  of  the  nation  to  which  it 
belongs  ; but,  forming  our  opinion  from  thofe  who  have  had  opportunities  of 
vifiting  the  interior  parts  of  China,  we  are  difpoled  to  believe  that  the  Chi- 
nefe are  a liberal,  enlightened  and  polilhed  people,  and  that  they  profefs  them- 
felves  of  fuch  a character.  It  cannot  therefore  be  fuppofed*  if  an  Ambaffa- 
dor  was  fent  to  China  from  this  country,  with  all  the  appropriate  accompany- 
ments  of  fuch  a character,  that  he  would  not  be  received  with  fuitable  refpedt 
and  dignity. 

Various  are  the  oppreffions  which  afflidt  our  commerce  with  this  part  of  the 
Eaft,  and  it  would  require,  perhaps,  confummate  ikill  in  the  arts  of  negociation, 
as  well  as  a complete  knowledge  of  the  commercial  hiftory  of  China,  and  of 
the  temper  of  the  people,  to  bring  any  liberal  arrangement  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  to  a conclusion.  The  Chinefe  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  they  regard  it  with  very  confiderable 
apprehenfion.  I relate  it  as  an  incontrovertible  fadt,  that  the  Hoppo  or  Vice- 
Roy  of  Canton,  in  the  year  1789,  in  his  \ifual  information  to  the  Court  at 
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Pekin,  tranfmitted  a falfe  account  of  the  European  (hipping  at  his  port.  The 
encreafing  number  of  them,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Englilh  nation,  was 
rather  an  alarming  circumdance  to  the  miniderial  officers  at  Canton  ; and  had 
the  Emperor  been  informed  of  it,  they  would  have  been  fubjed  to  his  dif- 
pleafure,  from  the  fuppofed  danger  of  differing  fuch  an  aflemblage  of  foreign 
veflels.  But  they  hulhed  their  own  fears,  and  fatisfied  their  patriotic  fcru- 
ples,  by  remitting  the  ufual  revenues  arifing  from  foreign  trade  to  the  Royal 
treafury,  and  configning  the  encreafed  colledion  of  duties  to  their  own 
coffers. 

At  this  port,  as  if  it  were  contrived  to  fhackle  and  opprefs  the  European 
commerce,  every  tranfadion,  of  a commercial  nature,  comes  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  a body  of  merchants,  confiding  of  eleven  perfons,  or  more,  who  are 
named  the  Hung,  or  the  Houang. 

On  the  arrival  of  a (hip  at  Canton,  one  of  thefe  merchants  is  appointed  to 
condud  all  her  commercial  concerns.  He  is  then  termed  the  fecurity  mer- 
chant, and  every  trading  tranfadion,  relative  to  the  veffel  over  which  he  is 
placed,  entirely  depends  upon  his  controuling  pleafure. — With  this  extraor- 
dinary authority,  he  pofleffes  the  power  of  arranging  the  trade  of  the  cargo 
which  he  fuperintends,  in  any  (hape  that  may  bell:  anfwer  his  private  ad- 
vantage. If,  therefore,  it  (hould  appear  to  be  his  intered  to  prevxnt  the  im- 
ported articles  from  coming  to  an  equitable  market,  he  will,  by  no  means,  con- 
(ider  the  importer,  but  himfelf.  For  the  native  who  wants  to  buy,  and  the 
dranger  who  wants  to  fell,  can  have  no  communication  with  each  other. — It  is 
this  drange  oppreflive,  intermediate  official  merchant,  who  ads  for  both,  and  to 
whofe  arbitrary  didates  both  mud  fubmit,  without  any  means  of  revifion  or 
of  appeal.  While  this  fet  of  men  remain  in  their  prefent  date  of  power, 
the  imports  can  never  come  to  a fair  market,  or  the  exports  be  reduced  by 
competition  to  an  equal  dandard. 
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The  greater  as  well  as  inferior  Mandarins  or  Cuftom-houfe  officers,  fubje£t 
the  Houang  merchants,  in  their  turns,  to  heavy  impofitions,  for  which  the  latter 
reimburfe  themfelves,  by  levying  contributions  on  the  European  commerce. 

All  goods  entered  at  Canton  pay  a very  exorbitant  duty  in  the  firfl  inftance  • 
and  if  their  owner  fhould  exercife  the  power  which  he  has  of  objecting  to  the 
Houang  merchant’s  price,  he  neverthelefs  cannot  re-embark  a fingle  article  of 
them  : as  merchandize  once  landed  at  the  port  of  Canton,  can  never  be  re- 
moved from  thence,  but  by  the  native  trader  who  may  purchafe  it,  A greater 
check  on  the  fpirit  of  commerce  cannot  be  well  conceived  than  fuch  a ty- 
rannical regulation. 

The  duties,  at  this  port,  have  long  been  in  a ftate  of  progreffive  encreafe, 
and  have,  within  thefe  few  years,  advanced  to  50  per  cent.— The  adtual 
amount  of  them  being  no  longer  paid  into  the  Royal  treafury,  for  the  rea- 
fons  already  mentioned,  the.  Mandarins  are  become  more  and  more’  avaricious, 
in  proportion  as  the  revenue  from  the  duties  encreafea;  and,  as  they  are 
impofed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Hoppo  or  Vice-Roy,  he  contrives  to  accumulate 
an  immenfe  fortune  during  his  adminiftration  ; which,  however,  he  is  ob- 
liged to  fiiare,  in  fome  degree,  with  the  minifters  at  Pekin,  in  order  to  prevent 
a difcovery  of  his-  extortions  on  the  Europeans  at  Canton.. 

All  fhips  on  their  fir  ft  arrival,  pay  a certain  meafurement,  which  is  calcu- 
lated by  their  tonnage,  amounting  to  an  heavy  fum,  and,  within  a few  years, 
has  been  greatly  augmented.  A ftiip  belonging  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  pays, 
I believe,  from  .£.800  to  jT.  1 aco.  All  goods  muft  be  conveyed  on  fhore  by  the 
boats  of  the  country,  fo  that  continual  robberies  are  committed  on  the 
cargoes  fent  for  the  (hip  to  Canton,  which  is  diftant  about  fourteen  miles.; 
and  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  no  remedy  is  to  be  found,  or  punifhment  inflifted 
upon  fuch  open  injuftice.  The  Houang  man  is  the  only  perfon  to  whom  an 
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European  has  accefs ; fo  that  the  Foreign  merchant  is  left  entirely  to  the  mercy 
of  an  agent  whofe  interefl  it  is  to  opprefs  him  the  mcft. 

All  Europeans  are  prohibited  from  entering  the  city  of  Canton  ; and  if  any 
-fiiould  perfifh  in  paying  it  a clandefline  vifit,  as  feme  have  done,  they  arc 
feverely  bambooed  and  turned  back  again.  The  Chinefe  call  an  European  a 
Fanqui. 

It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  the  idea  of  the  Houang  merchants  being 
fecurity  for  each  other,  is  entirely  fallacious ; — for  thefe  commercial  guardians 
are  fometimes  known  to  become  bankrupts,  and  many  Europeans  have  luifered 
feverely  by  the  failure  of  them.  I have  fome  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  debts 
due  to  Britifh  merchants,  and  on  which  account  Captain  Panton  in  the  Race- 
horfe,  was  fent  to  Canton,  are  not  yet  liquidated;  and  which,  being  incurred 
by  the  failure  of  a very  confiderable  Houang  merchant,  evidently  proves  that 
this  body  of  men  are  not  fecurity  for  each  other.  This  debt  amounted  to 
fome  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  part  of  which  has  been  paid  by  inflallments, 
which  have  been  in  a courfe  of  payment  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  without 
interefl:. — This  money  has,  however,  in  fa£t  been  paid  by  the  Europeans  them- 
felves ; as,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  debt,  an  additional  duty  has  been  laid  on 
all  European  articles,  which  ftill  continues  : and  as  Great  Britain  poffeffes  by 
far  the  greatefl  fhare  of  the  China  trade,  fhe  fuffers  proportionably  in  thefe 
heavy  and  accumulating  impofitions. 

This  embaffy  did  not  greatly  enhance  the  confequence  of  the  Englifh  nation 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chinefe. — Lord  Anfon  and  Captain  Panton  Rood  in  a 
very  different  view  of  refpedt  and  importance, — not  that  I mean  to  be  under- 
flood  as  if  the  latter  gentleman  was  deficient  in  any  of  thofe  requifites  which 
could  give  confequence  or  effedl  to  his  commiflion  ; on  the  contrary,  he  pof- 
fefled  them  all, — but  he  was  not,  by  any  means,  properly  fupported,  or  cloathed 
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with  that  official  confequence,  neceffary  to  imprefs  the  China  people  \yith  a 
due  refped  for,  and  awe  of  the  country  from  which  he  came. 

It  is  indeed  a very  evident,  as  well  as  mortifying  proof,  that  the  Englilh 
name  does  not  poffefs  that  confequence  with  the  Chinefe,  which  it  merits  in 
every  country  and  corner  of  the  globe,  from  their  conduct  towards  the  Eaft 
India  Company’s  fervants*  who  conftantly  remove  to  the  Portuguefe  city  of 
Macao  for  feveral  months  of  the  year. 

In  the  feafon  of  1789,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Company’s  ihip  in  China,  it 
became  neceffary  for  the  fupercargoes  to  remove,  as  ufual,  to  Canton  ; on  which 
the  accu Homed  application  was  made  to  the  Chinefe  for  the  common  formality  of 
permiffion. — This  was,  however,  peremptorily  refufed,  on  the  pretence  that  this 
application  fhould  be  made  through  the  Portuguefe,  who  refufed  to  exert  them- 
felves;  and  thereby  the  Portuguefe  governor  of  Macao  had  the  power  of  throwing 
veryconfiderable  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  Britiffi  commerce.  This  dis- 
agreeable bufinefs  was,  however,  at  length  fettled,  but  not  without  confiderable 
delay,  and,  in  all  probability,  fome  extortion. — But  during  this  oppreffive  interval, 
the  valuable  fhips  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  lay  at  anchor  in  theBocca  Tigris, 
or  at  Wampoa,  as  they  arrived,  and  without  being  able  to  procure  the  ufual  re- 
frelhments.  Indeed  the  enormous  fums  conftantly  paid  for  the  removal 
of  the  Company’s  fervants  to  and  from  Canton,  from  whence  they  are  forced 
by  the  Chinefe,  is  not  only  a great  commercial  enormity,  but  a degrading 
compliance  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Portuguefe  alfo,  in  this  diftant  fettlement,  affume  a language  and  con- 
dud  to  Britifh  fubjeds,  which  cannot  be  at  all  reconciled  with  the  comparative 
ftate  of  the  ftrength,  power  and  importance  of  their  refpedive  nations. — It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  at  Macao,  for  the  Company’s  fervants  to  be  imprisoned 
and  otherwife  ill-treated  on  the  {lighted  pretences,  and  obliged  to  pradife  fub- 
miffions  which  the  fervile  avarice  of  commerce  can  alone  induce  them  to  fuffers 
while  it  filences  the  refentment  of  thole  who  employ  them. 
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From  all  thefe  circumftances  the  conclufion  is  at  once  forcible  and  evident, — 
that  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  China  fhould  be  arranged  on  an  equal 
and  refpeCtable  eftablifhment. — Nor,  if  the  proper  means  were  employed,  would 
fuch  a defirable  objeCl  be  fo  difficult  to  accompliffi  as  is  generally  imagined. 

It  is  not  to 'be  fuppofed  that  the  infant  trade  of  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of 
America  to  China  efcaped  thofe  depreffing  arrangements  which  narrow  the 
advantages  and  difgrace  the  fpirit  of  the  long  eftabliffied  and  fuperior  channels 
of  commerce  with  this  part  of  the  Eaftern  world. — We  felt  and  execrated  the 
inconveniences  of  them  ; but  ftill  a profpeCfc  of  confiderable  advantage  unfolds 
itfelf  to  the  views  of  a liberated  commerce,  which  would  juftify  any  encourage- 
ment from  this  country. 

No  communication  had  as  yet  taken  place  between  the  Ruffian  Kamfchadale 
and  Siberian  Provinces  with  China,  but  by  land  ; and  that  intercourfe  having 
been  interrupted  for  many  years,  in  confequence  of  difputes  which  arofe,  and 
have  never  been  fettled  between  the  courts  ofPeterfburg  and  Pekin, — it  became 
a matter  of  contemplation  to  have  connected,  in  a great  degree,  the  commerce 
of  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  and  thefe  provinces  with  that  of  China 
and  Japan. — If  fuch  a project  had  been  carried  into  effieCt,  it  would  have  pro- 
duced very  beneficial  confequences  to  this  country  ; as  her  manufactures,  inftead 
of  being  fent  through  the  empire  of  Ruflia,  by  way  of  Peterlburg,  and  from 
thence  into  Siberia  and  Kiafcha,  would  have  been  imported  immediately 
by  fea,  and  the  furs  of  thofe  countries  received  in  barter;  which,  with  the 
Noith  Weft  American  furs,  would  have  been  fold  at  Canton,  and  the  proceeds, 
from  the  natural  channels  of  commerce,  paid  without  compunftion  into  the 
Englifh  treafury  there,  which  would  tend  to  leflen  the  exports  of  bullion  from 
-this  country. 

By  this  trade,  Great  Britain  might  have  encreafed  her  exports  of  broad 
cloth,  coarfe  woollens,  cottons,  linens,  hardware,  and  her  tin  and  copper  in 
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all  the  variety  of  articles  into  which  thofe  metals  are  manufactured  ; for  which 
would  be  received,  as  before  obferved,  furs  of  all  the  various  and  valuable 
kinds  with  which  that  part  of  the  world  abounds.  The  quantity  of  exports 
mult  have  been  very  considerable  to  fupply  the  Ruffian  provinces;  and  fupply- 
ing  them  by  this  mode  would  prove  the  means  of  beating  out  of  the  market 
thofe  French  woollens  and  ironmongery  with  which  it  is  now  fupplied  ; — as  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  inhabitants  would  not  prefer  the  folid  and  tailing 
manufactures  of  England  to  the  flight  cloths  and  brittle  hardwares  of  France. 

The  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  Northern  commerce  naturally  forces 
upon  our  attention  the  neceffity  of  opening  the  Northern  provinces  of  China, 
as  well  as  the  kingdom  of  Japan,  in  order  to  extend  this  chain  of  commercial 
intercourfe.  Such  an  arrangement  would  open  an  inftant  and  extenfive  chan- 
nel for  Britifh  manufactures,  particularly  thofe  of  tin  and  copper,  more 
efpecially  the  former;  the  exports  of  which  being  of  the  firft  importance  to 
this  country,  we  confider  as  a fubjeCt  that  demands  a diftinCt  difcuffion,  which 
it  will  receive  in  the  Succeeding  part  of  thefe  observations. 

The  prefent  exclufion  of  the  European  nations  from  all  the  ports  of  the 
Chinefe  empire,  except  Canton,  is  a Serious  disadvantage  to  Great  Britain.— 
While  from  the  arbitrary  regulations  of  the  Chinefe  government  refpe&ing  Eu- 
ropean commerce,  our  exports,  befides  the  heavy  duties  to  which  they  are 
fubjeCt,  are  taken  by  the  purchafers  at  a price  fixed  by  themfelves.  The  fame 
tyrannical  and  difhonefl:  principle  operates  to  enhance  the  price  of  every  article 
we  receive  in  return,  and  is  the  caufe  that  So  much  bad  tea  is  imported  into 
this  country. 

It  would  be  equally  idle  and  impertinent  to  obferve  on  the  prevailing  habits 
of  all  ranks  of  Britifh  fubjeCts  for  the  beverage  produced  by  this  oriental 
plant.  It  has  long  ceafed  to  be  a luxury  among  the  great;  and  ic  become  a 
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kind  ofneceffary  of  life  even  among  the  poor. — Though  produced  in  the  moft 
diftant  quarter  of  the  globe,  its  ufe  is  fo  naturalized  to  this  country,  as  to  be 
an  article  of  general  confumption,  and  productive  of  a very  confiderable  pub- 
lic revenue*. 

If,  therefore,  it  is  a national  object  to  procure  the  teas  and  manufactures 
of  China  of  better  qualities  and  at  a cheaper  rate, — feme  method  fhould  be 
devifed  by  the  Britifh  government  to  procure  the  Northern  ports  of  that  coun- 
try to  be  opened  to  us,  as  well  as  to  emancipate  our  trade  from  the  vexatious 
bondage  beneath  which  it  groans  in  the  only  Chinefe  port  which  our  fhips 
are  allowed  to  enter.  To  effect  this,— and  I have  not  the  leaf!  doubt  but  it 
might  be  effected, — it  is  humbly  fubmitted,  whether  it  might  not  be  proper  to 
fend  an  embaffy  direCt ly  to  Pekin,  with  fuch  a degree  of  confequence  and  fplen- 
dour  attached  to  it,  as  becomes  the  reprefentative  of  a Britifh  monarch  bearing 
his  credentials  to  the  fplendid  court  of  a great  Oriental  fovereign. 


The  opening  the  door  of  thefe  ports,  by  encreafmg  and  improving  the  means 
of  communication  between  the  two  countries,  would  produce  the  greateft  ad- 
vantages to  each ; and,  without  enumerating  the  particular  benefits  which 
would  be  derived  to  our  own,  I fhall  juft  obferve,  that  by  the  exports  of  our 
tin  alone,  commerce  would  add  an  artificial  mine  of  national  wealth  to  thofe 
which  nature  has  already  beftowed  on  Great  Britain.  In  confequence  of  fuch 
an  arrangement,  the  hitherto  little  .known,  butpolifhed  and  wealthy  kingdom  of 

Corea, 

* This  herb,  which  is  fuppofed  to  pofiefs  qualities  of  a pernicious  tendency  bv  many  medical 
writers,  is,  on  the  contrary,  confidered  in  China  as  replete  with  medicinal  virtues.  Itsufeinthe 
country  where  it  grows  is  univerfal  and  continual;  and  a doubt  of  its  falutarv  nature,  would  be 
treated  there,  as  arifing  from  the  moft  inveterate  folly,  or  the  groffeft  ignorance. — An  inhabitant  of 
China  will  tell  you,  that  it  braces  the  nerves, — invigorates  their  tone, — ftrengthens  the  ftomacb, 
and  relieves  depreftion. — It  fhould,  however,  be  obl'erved,  that  the  black  teas  only  are  in  general 
ufe  among  the  Chinefe  ; and  that  the  green  and  bloom  teas  are  in  a great  degree,  if  not  altogether, 
aaanufaflured  for  foreign  markets. 
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Corea,  would  be  open  to  the  Britilh  adventurer  : and,  independent  of  the  empire 
of  Japan,  we  know  not  how  to  exprefs  our  idea  of  the  vaft  and  inexhauftible 
fources  of  commercial  advantage  that  would  be  gained  by  purfuing  the  lyftem 
which  is  the  objedl  of  this  memoir  tofuggeft  and  to  recommend. 

The  fined:  teas  are  produced  by  the  Northern  provinces — we  Ihould 
therefore  receive  them  from  thence  free  from  that  adulteration  which  the 

avarice  of  the  Houang  merchant  not  only  allows  but  encourages. The  raw 

filk  of  thofe  countries  would  alfo  come  to  our  market  of  the  fined:  quality. 

The  kingdom  of  Corea  would  receive,  and  eagerly  receive,  the  fame  manu- 
factures as  China,  with  this  important  addition, — that  in  fo  cold  a climate,  they 
would  have  our  woollens  directly  from  ourfelves,  inftead  of  the  light  French 
cloths  which  make  their  way  to  them  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Pekin  from 
Ruffia,  or  more  immediately  from  Canton.  But  on  account  of  the  very  high 
price  of  woollen  goods,  occafioned  by  the  expenfive  mode  of  importing  them, 
thefe  people  have  recourfe  to  thick  printed  cottons,  which,  after  all,  are  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  feverity  of  their  winters.  This  coun- 
try produces  the  fined:  tea,  but  no  filk.  The  Coreans  receive  it  however  from 
China,  and  return  it  thither  to  great  advantage,  worked  up  into  filks  and  da- 
malks,  of  a very  fine  and  rich  fabric.  It  is  here  alfo  that  the  curious  failing 
waggon  is  to  be  feen,  which  is  a very  ferviceable  machine  in  the  low  and 
marfhy  grounds  towards  the  Corean  fea. 

The  empire  of  japan  may  be  confidered  as  a fource  of  commerce  diftindt  from 
that  of  China  ; but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  open  to  the  fame  fpirit  of  commercial 
adventure, — contains  fimilar  refources,  and  promifes  to  be  a mod:  profitable  mart 
for  Britifii  manufactures.  The  communication  which  one  of  the  fhips  captured 
by  the  Spaniards  at  Nootka  Sound,  had  with  this  country,  in  her  voyage  to 
the  North  Wed:  Coalt  of  America,  proves,  in  the  fulled:  manner,  that  the.  in- 
habitants would  gladly  enter  into  a trading  intercourfe  with  us.  It  was,  indeed, 
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intended  to  have  Tent  a fhip  from  Canton  in  the  prefent  year  1790,  had  not 
the  North  Weftern  commerce  been  interrupted,  and  for  a time,  at  leaf!,  deftroyed 
by  the  fhips  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  From  very  refpe&able  authority  we  are 
affured,  that  furs  fell  there  at  an  iAnmenfe  price,  while  the  country,  climate,  and 
inhabitants  will  warrant  a more  than  probable  conje&ure,  that  fuch  a commer- 
cial intercourfe  would  prove  highly  advantageous  to  this  kingdom. 

China  exports  thither  a few  broad  cloths,  filks,  cottons,  fugar,  hardware, 
furs,  and  tin  in  blocks,  which  fetches  there  almoft  the  price  of  filver„ 
as  they  ufe  it  not  only  for  all  culinary  purpofes,  but  to  form  thofe  veffels 
and  ornaments  which  they  employ  in  their  religious  ceremonies. — In  return  for 
thefe  articles,  the  Chinefe  receive  gold,  fine  teas,  and  pure  copper.  But,  upon 
the  whole,  the  trade  is  not  very  confiderable  between  thefe  countries. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  only  European  nation  which  enjoys  a commercial 
conne&ion  with  the  Japanefe,  are  the  Dutch.  Four  Dutch  fhips  are  annually 
difpatched  thither  from  Batavia,  and  each  of  them  pays  an  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  for  the  privilege  of  this  profitable  traffic  ; of  which  a very  adequate 
idea  may  be  formed,  when  it  will  bear  the  previous  import  of  fuch  an  enormous 
fum. — The  Dutch  are  too  fenfible  of  the  advantages  of  this  monopoly,  not  to 
clothe  the  whole  in  all  poffible  fecrecy,  or  to  colour  it  with  every  kind  of  falla- 
cious defeription.  But  however  ignorant  we  maybe  of  their  particular  im- 
ports, exports,  and  mode  of  trade,  we  cannot  but  know  that  it  is  extremely 
advantageous  to  them,  and  would,  confequently,  prove  of  equal,  if  not  fuperior. 

benefit  to  us. It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  there  is  every  reafon 

to  fuppofe  the  navigation  to  and  from  Japan  to  be  a very  fafe  one,  when  un- 
dertaken at  particular  feafons. 

The  Chinefe  alfo  engage  in  a traffic  between  tire  Philippines  and  Japan  in  the 
South.  They  import  from  the  former  wrought  filks,  gold,  copper,  and  iron  ; 

and 
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and  carry  to  the  latter,  fpices,  pepper,  filver,  and  fugar. — This  trade  is  very 
profitable  to  themfelves,  and  extremely  detrimental  to  the  fubje&s  of  Spain. 

If  a Britifh  fettlement  could  be  eltablifhed  on»one  of  the  Southern  moll  of  the 
Corean  ifles,  it  would  facilitate  the  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe 
parts  of  the  globe. — Nor  would  the  difficulty  of  compleating  fuch  a plan  oc- 
cafion  any  uncommon  rifk*  or  demand  more  than  common  exertions  i as  we 
are  given  to  underhand  that  the  natives  are  a mild,  humane,  and  polifhed  race 
of  people,,  who  would  not  hefitate  to  give  the  Britifh  voyager  a moft  welcome 
reception.  The  practicability  of  fuch  a colony,  need  not  require  any  other 
argument,  when  it  is  known  that  on  the  Northernmofl  of  thefe  iflands  the 
Ruffians  have  formed  a fettlement.. 

Befides  the  general  Britifh  exports, — to  which  advantageous  circumffance  we 
are  fo  continually  obliged  to  recur, — the  opening  thefe  channels  would  give 
new  liability  to  the  fur-trade,  and  enable  us  to  annihilate,  in  a great  meafure, 
this  profitable  branch  of  the  Ruffian  commerce.  The  Ruffian  fettlements  on 
Cook’s  River,  down  the  Coal!  of  America  to  the  Southward,  and  on  that  chain 
of  iflands  called  the  Fox  Illands,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  collecting  furs,  toge- 
ther with,  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Emprefs  Catherine  to  all  adventu- 
rers in,  as  well  as  the  protection  ffie  holds  forth  to  merchants  who  regularly 
profecute  the  trade  between  China  and  her  dominions,  by  way  of  Kiafcba,  as 
fet  forth  with  equal  accuracy  and  ability  by  Mr.  Cox,  in  his  account  of  the 
Ruffian  difcoveries,  are  circunjftances  which  difcover,  in  the  fulleft  manner, 

the  opinion  which  the  court  of  Petersburg  entertains  of  this  commerce. One 

branch  of  this  trade,— the  fupplying  China  with  the  Canadian  or  Hudfon’s 
Bay  furs, — we  hope  is  already  removed  to  this  country,  and  that  they  will  no 
longer  find  their  way  thither  by  the  intermediate  aid  of  the  Ruffian  mer- 
chants. 


It 
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It  may  be  faid,  without  any  fear  of  con  tradition,  that  this  advantage  has 
been  obtained  by  the  importation  of  the  North  Weft  American  furs  into 
Canton  : and  there  can  be  as  little  doubt  that  the  continuance  of  fuch  imports 
will  ferve  to  augment  it. — The  reputation  of  the  fea-otter  skins  brought  no 
inconfiderable  body  of  the  Northern  Chinefe  and  Pekin  merchants  to  Canton, 
a port  which  they  had  never  before  vifited,  and  at  the  diftance  of  near  one 
thoufand  miles  from  the  places  of  their  refdence. — Yet  notwithstanding  the 
length  of  this  commercial  journey,  they  found  it  anfwer  to  their  entire  fatis- 
faftion,  from  being  able  to  obtain  the  fame  fpecies  of  furs  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed  to  purchafe  at  Kiafcha,  at  a price  lo  much  below  the  ufual 
rate  of  that  market.  They  arrived  at  Canton  laden  with  teas,  filk  and  ivory; 
and  took  back  in  return,  furs  and  broad-cloths. — The  cloths  imported  by  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  particular  preference  and  ad- 
miration ; nor  did  they  hefitate  to  acknowledge  their  great  fuperiority  over  any 
woollens  they  had  ever  received  by  the  way  of  Kiafcha. 

Furs  form  the  principal  and  favourite  drefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North- 
ern provinces  of  China  ; and  thofe  of  the  rareft  kind  and  the  higheft  prices 
are  eagerly  purchafed  by  them. — From  five  hundred  to  a thoufand  dollars,  and 
even  a larger  fum,  are  frequently  given  for  a fingle  fuit  of  this  precious 
cloathing. 

The  skin  of  the  fea-otter,  from  the  thicknels  of  its  pile  and  the  length  of  its 
fur,  forms  too  cumberfome  an  habiliment  for  the  people  of  the  Southern  pro- 
vinces ; they  prefer,  in  general,  the  Canadian  andHudfon’s  Bay  furs  ; but  ftill, 
fuch  as  can  afford  it,  feldom  fail  of  having  a cape  of  the  fea-otter’s  skin  to 
their  coats,  though  perhaps  at  the  extravagant  price  of  fix  dollars.— On  con- 
fidering,  therefore,  the  prodigious  population  of  China,  and  fuppofing  the  fur 
trade  to  be  carried  on  under  proper  regulations,  the  inaccuracy  of  an  opinion, 
which  has  been  advanced  with  fome  degree  of  plaufibility,  that  the  Chinefe 
market  may  be  overftocked  both  with  Canadian,  Hudfon’s  Bay,  and  the  Nortli 

i Weft 
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Weft  American  furs,  muft  appear  evident  to  the  moft  tranfient  refle&ion.' — 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  decided  opinion,  that  the  fea-otter  skins  which  have 
been  imported  to  China,  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  North  Weft  Ameri- 
can trade,  have  not  proved  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  fingle 
province  of  Canton. — Even  there,  the  cold  will  often  render  a fur  drefs 
neceflary  ; more  particularly  as  the  Chinefe  are  minutely  attentive  in  propor- 
tioning their  cloathing  to  the  temperature  of  the  moment,  whatever  it  may  be  ; 
and  frequently,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day,  add  to  or  diminifti  the  number 
or  warmth  of  their  garments,  as  from  the  varying  circumftances  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  &c.  the  air  may  demand  a cooler  or  a warmer  covering. 

Having  thus  ftated  fuch  information  concerning  the  commerce  of  the  North 
Weft  Coaft  of  America  and  the  Northern  parts  of  China,  as  well  as  the  rela- 
tive trade  of  Ruftia,  as  has  been  obtained  by  our  experience  and  enquiries,  we 
fball  proceed  to  ftate  a feiv  particular  circumftances  relative  to  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Canton  and  the  country  trade. 


The  following  is  a Lift  of  the  fhips  of  different  nations  in  the  River  of  Canton, 
in  the  year  i 789  ; which  will  give  a very  precife  idea  of  the  prefent  fuperiority 
of  the  Britifli  trade  over  that  of  all  other  European  nations- 


List  of  Ships  belonging  to  the  Englif)  Eaji  India  Company,  at  Whampoa, 


SHIPS  NAMES. 
Ganges  — — 

Middlefex  — 

Earl  Mansfield  — 

King  George  — 

Lafcelles  — 

Valentine  — - 

Nottingham  — - 

Lord  Macartney  — 

Sulivan  — 

Rockingham  «— 

Earl  Wycombe  « 


COMMANDERS. 


SHIPS  NAMES. 


Jofeph  Garnault 

John  Rogers 

Brodie  Hepworth 

John  Sherwood 

Richard  Atherton  Farrington 

John  Lewis 

Archibald  Anderfon 

James  Hay 

Robert  Pouncy 

John  Atkmfon  Blanchard 

John  William  Wood 


Walpole  — 

Europa  — 

Thetis  — 

Ocean  — 

General  Elliot 
W arley  — 

Fort  William 
Duke  of  Buccleugh 
Britannia  — 

Pitt  — 


COMMANDERS. 

Henry  Churchill 
Augn  ftus  Jofeph  Applegarth 
Juftinian  Nutt 
James  Todd 
Robert  Drummond 
Henry  Wilfon 
George  Simpfon 
Thomas  Wall 
Edward  Cumming 
Edward  Manning 
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Lift  of  Englijh  Country  Ships  trading  to  China , 1789. 


Prom  Bombay  to  China  and  Bombay. 

SHIPS  NAMES.  COMMANDERS. 


Soliman  Shaw 

— 

Jofeph  M‘  Intofh 

Gangavar  - 

William  Robinfon, 

New  Triumph 

— 

George  Smith 

Milford  — 

William  Kenderfon 

Shaw  Ardefeer 

— 

Richard  Ramfay 

Vifloria  Snow 

— 

David  Jordan 

Boddam  — 

John  Anfon  Smith 

Royal  Charlotte 

— 

William  Watfon 

Sullimaney  Grab 

— 

William  Stuart 

Cartier  — 

James  Nafh 

Ganfava  - 

James  Jamifon 

General  Meadows 

— 

Robert  Billamore 

Hornby 

Charles  Chrift.  M4  Intofh 

"Carnatic 

Francis  Simpfon 

Shaw  Biram 

— 

Thomas  Meek 

Darius  — 

William  Maughan 

Suri-it  Caftle 

— 

Henry  Lowrie 

ThamtumTaz  But 

— 

William  Roy 

Enterprize 

Paul  Shercraft 

Nancy  — 

Charles  Edward  Macklow 

Clive  — 

John  Robertfon 

Bombay 

James  Wilfon 

Prince  of  Wales 

— 

James  Wilcot 

Hindoftan 

— 

Francis  Edwards 

From  Bombay  to  Surat. 

Sultan  — 

James  Callender 

Fier  Refoal  Mucky 

— 

George  Milford  Nelfon 

Fiez  Ailum 

— 

John  Swaine 

From  Bengal  and  the  Malay  Coajl  to  Bengal. 

SHIPS  NAMES.  COMMANDERS. 

Cornwallis  — David  Cumming 

Nonfucti  — John  Canning 

Surprize  . — John  Phillips 

From  Bengal  and  the  Malay  Coajl  to  Bombay. 
Cheerful  — John  Elmore 

From  Bombay  to  Madras  and  Bombay. 
Yarmouth  — Thomas  Bruce 

From  Bombay  to  Bengal  and  Bombay. 
Britannia  Snow  — Thomas  Hardy 

From  Madras  to  Bombay. 

Henry  — George  Galloway 

From  Bombay  to  Bengal. 

Refolution  — James  Watfon 

From  Bengal  and  Batavia  to  Bengal. 
Warren  Haftings  Nicholas  Cheminant 

From  Bombay  to  Pegu  and  Bengal. 
Hibernia  — William  ToLly 

From  Bombay  and  Madras  to  Bombay. 
Indus  — William  Dixon 

From  China  to  the  N.  W.  Coajl  of  America. 
Argonaut  — James  Colnett 

Princefs  Royal  — Thomas  Hudfon 


A Lift  of  Foreign  Ships  trading  to  China  in  1789: 


Dutch. 

SHIPS  NAMES.  COMMANDERS. 


American  continued. 


Meeryk  — 

Muller 

Delft  — 

Swetman 

Chrifteffel  Columbus 

Pieterfeen 

Schagen  — 

Stokbroo 

Maria  Cornelia  — 

Modderman 

French. 

Dauphin  — 

Duval  Favereub 

Danijh. 

King  of  Denmark  - 

~ Torflow 

American. 

Antony  Brig  — 

Richard  Proler 

Sampfon  — 

Samuel  Howell 

MafTachufletti  — 

Benjamin  Carpenter 

Aftrca  — 

James  Magee 

Union  — 

John  Afhmcad 

COMMANDERS. 

Benjamin  Hodges 
Benjamin  Weft 
Richard  Dale 
Henry  Elkins 
Jacob  Nicols 
Jacob  Sarley 
Thomas  Randall 
Mark  Hafkett 

Oriolle 

Robert  Gray 

Portugucfe. 

Bom  Jefus  Alem  — Jofo  Dias  de  Souza 

Marquis  de  Anjuga  — Coftodio  de  Arevcdo 
Campcles  — Antonio  de  Arayo 


SHIPS  NAMES. 

William  And  Henry  Brig 
Three  Sifters  ditto  — 
Federalift  — 

Atlantic 

Light  Horfe  — 

America  — 

Tay  — — 

Wafhington  — 

Morfe  — 

Columbia  — 


BETWEEN  N.  W.  AMERICA  AND  CHINA. 


Ixxxix 


The  advantages  which  muft  refult  to  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  encreafe  of  the  China  trade,  is  one  of  thofe  truths  whofe  evidence 
wants  no  fupport.  Its  tendency  to  encreafe  the  nurfery  of  our  marine  ftrength, 
muft  be  acknowledged  with  equal  juftice.  The  Engliffi  flapping  at  Canton  gave 
employment,  on  an  average,  in  the  year  1789,  to  near  two  thoufand  officers 
and  feamen. 

It  has  indeed  been  objeCte-d,  that  the  very  great  export  of  bullion  from  this 
country,  abfolutely  neceffary  to  purchafe  the  homeward  bound  inveftments, 
is,  in  fad,  a national  difadvantage,  which  the  accompanying  exports  of  our 
manufactures  by  no  means  indemnify.  This  unfavourable  reprefentation  of  the 
China  commerce,  has,  I muft  own,  too  much  foundation.  But  it  is  well  known 
to  have  undergone  a very  confiderable  change  in  the  very  point  on  which  thofe 
who  are  difpofed  to  condemn  it,  reft  their  objections.  The  exports  of  bullion 
have  been  for  fome  years,  and  are  now  in  a gradual  ftate  of  decreafe, 
while  the  exports  of  Britifh  manufactures  are  in  a proportionable  ftate  of  aug- 
mentation : and  if  we  add,  which  furely  may  be  done  upon  the  moft  fatisfaCtory 
grounds,  the  new  arrangements  in  trade  of  the  Canadian  and  Hudfon’s  Bay  furs, 
and  the  added  commerce  of  thofe  of  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  we 
are  juftified  in  expecting,  from  the  wife  adminiftration  of  the  prefent  Eaft  India 
Company,  that  the  period  is  at  no  great  diftance  wdien  the  balance  of  trade 
between  Great  Britain  and  China  may  be  turned  in  favour  of  our  own  country. 

Of  our  exports  to  that  part  of  the  Eaft,  broad  cloths  have  encreafed  in  a 
very  extraordinary  proportion,  and  the  Company  now  fend  thither  a very  large 
fum  in  that  ftaple  article.  In  1789,  feveral  thoufand  bales  were  exported 
by  them.  The  fur  merchants  who  come  down  from  the  Northern  pro- 
vinces of  China,  take  off  great  quantities  of  this  cloth,  and  it  is  in  an  encreafing 
demand  in  every  part  of  that  vaft  empire.  Camlets,  ffialloons,  long  ells, 
&c.  with  the  coarfer  woollens,  have  alfo  very  confiderably  encreafed  as  ar- 
ticles of  China  trade.  Copper  may  be  alfo  added  to  the  augmenting  exports 
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from  this  country  to  the  fame  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  manner  in  which  the 
Company  have  it  manufactured,  in  fmall  bars,  gives  it  an  advantageous  re- 
femblance  to  the  Japan  copper. 

Of  this  very  valuable  metal  Cornwall  produces  the  fined;  in  Europe;  and 
as  the  Dutch  have  not  lately  imported  any  from  Japan,  on  account  of  its 
advanced  price,  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  the  fame  profpeCl  of  encreafing 
gain  from  copper  as  from  tin,  as  they  are  able  to  underfell  the  Japanefe  in 
their  own  market. 

But  a new  and  very  fafhionable  article  of  the  China  market  is  tin,  which 
will  be  found  to  be  annually  adding  a very  important  proportion  to  the  exports 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  The  country  at  large,  and  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall in  particular,  are  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  George  Unwin  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  for  the  difcovery  and  introduction  of  this  valuable  branch  of  the  prefent 
China  trade,  when  he  was  employed  in  the  Company’s  fervice,  and  which  may 
now  be  confidered  as  a ftaple  article,  from  whence  the  Britifh  commerce  will 
derive  a very  folid,  and,  as  I truft,  a lading  advantage.  To  that  gentleman  I 
am  particularly  indebted  for  much  valuable  information  on  this  fubjeCt ; and 
whatever  individual  or  general  advantage  proceeds  from  what  I may  call  this 
new  current  of  trade,  it  is  to  the  indefatigable  and  commercial  zeal  of  Mr.  Unwin 
that  Great  Britain  owes  her  acknowledgements.  It  was,  indeed,  at  a critical 
moment  for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  when  this  unexpected  channel  was  opened 
for  the  confumption  of  tin. — The  trade  for  this  article  was,  at  this  time,  on  a 
very  rapid  decline  ; the  mining  parifhes  began  to  experience  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs,  and  the  demand  for  it  in  the  European  markets  was  greatly  decreafed,  on 
account  of  the  late  war,  and  the  riling  troubles  of  Europe  ; fo  that  in  the  Ihort 
fpace  of  nine  months,  tin  became  reduced  one-fifth  in  value,  which  was  a clear 
lofs,  befides  the  attendant  inconvenience  and  diftrefs,  of  £.40,000  per  annum  to 
the  county  of  Cornwall : nor  did  the  future  profpeCt  offer  any  thing  like  en- 
couragement or  confolation  to  that  refpedable  body  of  men  who  compofe  the 
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propriety  of  the  mining  edates  in  that  valuable  province.  But  the  China  com- 
merce has  revived  their  hopes,  and  I trull  will  not  only  re-edablilh  the  original 
confequence  of  this  part  of  Great  Britain,  but  give  it  new  vigour  and  encrealing 
opulence. 

We  feel,  indeed,  the  greated  fatisfa&ion,  in  dating  our  expectations  on  this 
fubjed,  that  we  do  not  proceed  merely  upon  conjedures,  however  probable, 
but  on  fads,  as  we  trud,  decifive  of  the  returning  and  encreafing  profperity  of 
this  ancient  fource  of  Britilh  wealth.  During  the  long  period  the  Ead  India  Com- 
pany have  traded  to  China,  the  whole  of  their  exports,  including  every  commercial 
article , have  not  amounted  to  more  than  £.  100,000,  ’till  within  the  lad  five 
years  ; and  in  that  time,  the  average  exports  in  their  Ihips,  in  thirteen  months , 
or  two  feafons,  from  Cornwall  alone,  have  amounted  to  2000  tons  of  tin, 
value  jT,  130,000,  befides  .her  lhare  of  copper. 

The  accounts  received  from  China  this  feafon,  are  alfo  of  the  mod  ..favourable 
nature,  and  encourage  the  India  Company  to  look  to  very  condderable  advantages 
from  this  branch  of  their  exportation.  The  annual  confumption  of  tin,  at  this 
time,  in  the  China  market,  is  from  three  to  four  thoufand  tons,  dipplied  by  the 
Dutch,  in  the  country  trading  veflels  and  China  junks  from  the  Malay  Idands.— « 
But  we  trud  fuch  meafures  may  be  purfued  by  the  proprietors  of  the  till 
mines,  united,  as  it  were,  by  a commercial  union  with  the  Ead  India  Company, 
that  they  may  in  time,  and  we  hope  at  no  very  didant  period,  poflefs  thern- 
felves  of  the  China  market  for  the  exclufive  fale  of  that  valuable  metal,  which 
has  for  fo  many  ages  formed  the  principal  wealth  of  their  country. 

The  ufes  to  which  tin  is  applied  in  China,  are  of  great  variety  ; — among 
others,  it  is  become  an  article  of  fuperdition  and  religious  ceremony,  a cir- 
cumdance  which  cannot  fail  to  create  a very  confiderable  confumption.— -The 
merchant  who  buys  this  metal,  re-fells  it  to  the  gold-beaters,  who  manufacture 
it  into  leaf,  which  they  difpofe  of  to  the  prieds,  who,  after  the  ceremonies  of 
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confecration,  pafte  it  in  pieces  on  a kind  of  cartoon  paper,  near  the  fize  of  z 
card,  and  confign  them  to  fhops,  where  they  are  to  be  bought  in  every  part  of 
the  empire. — At  the  riling  of  the  fun,  certain  periods  of  the  day,  and  the  clofe 
of  the  evening,  the  Chinefe  are  feen  making  what  they  call  chin , chin , to  their 
Gods  or  JoiTes,  by  burning  thefe  papers,  and  making  obeifance  to  the  Well; 
as  the  devotees  are  more  or  lefs  ardent,  they  burn  a fmaller  or  greater  quantity 
of  thefe  papers. — The  confumption  of  tin,  therefore,  in  this  article  alone,  mufc 
be  very  great. 

The  river  of  Canton  is  fuppofed  to  be  inhabited,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf, 
by  between  lixty  and  feventy  thoufand  people,  who  live  on  the  water,  all  of 
whom  expend  their  daily  quota  of  thefe  paper  offerings.  The  population  of 
China  is  not  within  our  knowledge,  but  if  we  may  judge  from  the  calculation 
juft  related,  and  which  we  believe  is  pretty  accurate,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  empire  at  large  is  fo  great,  that  there  can  be  but  little  doubt, 
if  we  could  get  an  entire  pofleflion  of  the  China  market,  that  there  would  be  a 
ready  fale  for  all  the  tin  which  Cornwall  could  furnilh  for  exportation. 

The  Chinefe  alfo  poffefs  the  art  of  extracting  filver  from  that  metal ; and  not 
only  employ  it  in  the  compofition  of  which  they  make  their  utenfils  for  culinary 
and  other  domeftic,  as  well  as  manufacturing  purpofes,  but  alfo  in  making 
very  large  quantities  of  a white  metal  called  Tutenage,  which  they  export  in  the 
country  trading  veflels  to  all  parts  of  India. — It  cannot,  therefore,  be  fuppofed,. 
that  the  Eaft  India  Company  will  not  give  a fpirited  encouragement  to  the 
exports  of  a commodity,  which  by  promoting  the  interefts  of  the  countv  of 
Cornwall,  and  encreafing  their  own  commercial  revenues,  will  add  to  the  gene- 
ral opulence  of  the  nation. 

It  is  not,  however,  in  China  alone  that  tin,  under  proper  regulations,  will 
find  an  advantageous  market. — Bengal  will,  in  future,  be  able  to  take  off  a 
very  confiderable  portion,  at  a very  good  price  j the  demand  of  that  place  being 
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at  this  time,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  annual  produce  of  Cornwall,  which 
will  be  difperfed  through  the  interior  parts  of  India  ; and  if  the  Ottoman, 
commerce  fhould  be  thrown  open  to  us,  an  added  and  very  confiderable  con- 
fumption  of  this  metal  will  be  the  certain  confequence. — Even  from  Bengal 
and  Bombay,  tin  has  found  its  way  into  the  Weflern  parts  of  Perfia  ; and 
the  exportation  of  it  might  be  hill  further  promoted,  from  the  communication 
we  have  with  that  country  by  way  of  Surat. — And  within  thefe  three  years, 
Corni'h  tin,  which  had  been  carried  from  England  to  Turkey,  not withftanding 
the  heavy  duties  with  which  it  was  charged  in  paffing  through  the  Grand 
Seignior’s  dominions,  was  feen  felling  as  a favourite  article  of  fale  at  an  audtion  of 
the  public  caravans. — Indeed  it  is  well  known  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Afiatic 
nations  are  as  well  acquainted  with  the  value  of  this  precious  commodity  of 
our  country  as  the  natives  of  China, 

The  Chinefe  have  ufually  received  their  tin  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  coun- 
try fhips,  and  fome  fmall  quantities  by  their  own  junks  ; and  though  the 
opium  of  Bengal  leffened  the  quantity  of  bullion  which  mud:  otherwife  have 
been  exported  from  thence  to  the  Malayan  nation,  for  the  purchafe  of  this 
effential  commodity  ; yet  hill  there  remained  a confiderable  balance  ao-ainfl 
the  European  fettlements  in  this  branch  of  their  commerce. — It  fhould  alfo  be 
obferved  that  the  Malayans  do  not  work  their  mines,  but  leave  that  important 
bufmefs,  as  well  as  the  refining  of  the  ore,  to  Chinefe  fettlers  among  them. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  contrive,  with  the  mercantile  fagacity  of 
their  nation,  to  derive  a very  confiderable  revenue  from  this  article.  The 
fultan  of  Bailee,  who  refides  at  Balam-bangan,  on  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  and 
is  within  fight  of  the  former  place,  is  obliged  to  furnifh  them  with  fo  many 
hundred  tons  of  tin,  at  a low  rate,  which  is  freighted  to  Batavia  in  fmall  vef- 
fels,  and  from  thence  transported-  to  China  in  their  fhips,  where  it  meets  with 
a profitable  fale,  and  faves  the  lofing  export  of  bullion, 
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Many  objections  have  been  raifed  to  the  exportation  of  tin  to  China  from 
certain  prejudices  fuppofed  to  be  entertained  by  the  Chinefe  againd  the  Cornilh 
tin,  on  account  of  its  not  being  found  fo  malleable  as  that  obtained  from  the 
Malayans. — Actuated  by  a mod:  laudable  zeal  for  the  particular  intereds  of 
the  county  of  Cornwall,  as  well  as  for  the  general  extenfton  of  the  Britilh 
commerce,  Mr.  Unwin  undertook  to  examine  into  the  foundation  of  thefe  ob- 
jections, and  accordingly  made  repeated  experiments  on  the  comparative  excel- 
lence of  the  Britilh  and  Malayan  tin  ; when  it  appears  by  the  certificates  of 
the  workmen  employed,  as  well  as  the  tin  leaf  in  that  gentleman’s  poflefllon, 
that  the  produce  of  Cornwall  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  every  refpeCt,  to  that 
of  the  Malayans.  — Of  this  he  gave  a convincing  proof,  by  having  beaten  a 
pound  of  the  former  to  a quantity  of  leaf  fufficient  to  cover  thirty-five  fquare 
yards.  In  confequence  of  his  experiments,  the  Ead  India  Company  not  only 
lent  out  the  lad  feafon,  fevernl  books  of  the  Britifh  tin-leaf,  as  fpecimens,  to 
China  and  their  fettlements  in  India,  but  a proper  quantity  of  the  metal  itfelf, 
in  order  to  give  the  utmod  encouragement  in  their  power  to  the  exportation 
of  tin  from  this  country. 

The  export  of  bullion  has  been  a mod  grievous  burthen  on  our  Oriental 
commerce,  and  it  is  the  fird  duty  of  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  admini- 
dration  of  it,  to  diminifh,  and  if  podible,  to  annihilate  fuch  an  anti-commercial 
opprefiion. — The  former  might  be  accomplifhed,  indeed,  by  narrowing  the  pre- 
fent  extent  of  the  China  commerce ; — but  here  the  remedy  would  be  vvorfe 
than  the  difeafe  ; as  by  leffeuing  the  importation  of  tea,  now  become  almod  a 
necefiary  of  life  among  all  clades  of  people  in  this  country,  it  would  rc-open 
the  door  fo  wifely  (hut  again d the  fmuggling  of  that  article,  and  introduce, 
indead  of  the  wholefome  produce  of  China,  thofe  adulterated  teas  which  are 
equally  injurious  to  the  revenues  of  the  country,  as  they  are  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  its  inhabitants.  The  latter  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  thofe  meafures 
which  will  force  our  manufactures  and  produce  into  China  and  other  parts  of 
the  Ead  ; nor  have  we  the  lead  doubt,  but  that  if  they  were  once  received, 
ft  the 
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the  export  of  bullion  thither, — that  mifchief  of  our  Oriental  trade,— would,* 
in  a fliort  time,  be  greatly  counteracted,  and  perhaps  entirely  (upprefiLd. 

Thefe  are  objects  which  it  will  not  furely  be  confidered  as  prefumption  itt> 
ns  to  recommend  to  the  ferious  confideration.  of  the  legiflature,  and  as  we 
fhould  hope,  to  be  followed  up  by  the  aftive  exertions  of  the  grand  commer- 
cial fpirit  of  this  country.  They  would  heighten  the  flourilhing  ft  ate  of  our 
manufactures,— give  added  ftretigth  to  our  maritime  power, — and  which  is 
no  trifling  concern,  though  it  may  not  be  a fubjeCt  of  general  confideration, 
reftore  profperity  to  the  county  of  Cornwall,  which  it  is  not  only  the  intereft, 
but  eflential  to  the  honour  of  England  to  maintain,  as  that  corner  of  her 
territory  was,  as  it  were,  the  cradle  of  her  infant  commerce ; and  from 
whence  fhe  firft  derived,  at  the  diftance  of  many  ages,  a commercial  character 
among  the  nations  of  the  world.* 


I fhall  only  add,  as  it  feems  to  be  a link  in  that  chain  of  commerce  which 
it  is  the  office  of  thefe  pages,  however  imperfeCtly,  to  enforce, — that  Provi- 
dence, by  permitting  Great  Britain  to  make  a difcovery  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles, 
feems  to  have  intended  that  they  Ihouid  become  a part  of  herfelf. — The  fitu- 
ation,  climate,  and  produce  of  thefe  iflands,  may  be  made  to  anfwer  very 
important  commercial  purpofes  ; befides,  the  inhabitants  are  a brave  and  gene- 
rous race  of  people,  fufceptible  of  the  higheft  mental  cultivation,  and  worthy 
of  (haring,  as  they  are  already  ambitious  to  (hare,  the  fate  enjoyed  by  Bri,tifh 
fubjeCts. — The  well  directed  induftry,  and  affured  fidelity  of  half  a million  of 
people,  would  furely  add  to  the  grandeur  and  profperity  of  the  Britiffi 
Empire. 

* I fhall  not  enlarge  further  on  the  fubje£l  of  tin  at  this  time  ; but  I flatter  myfelf,  with  the  a fli fi- 
ance of  Mr.  Donnilhorne,  the  public  agent  for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  whofe  zeal  and  abilities  in 
the  fervice  of  it  are  fo  juftly  acknowledged,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Unwin,  to  whofe  commercial  infor- 
mation, and  indefatigable  attention,  that  county  is  under  fuch  very  peculiar  obligations,  I fhall 
fnortly  be  enabled  to  make  fome  propofals  to  the  gentlemen  of  Cornwall  refpe&ing  this  valuable; 
branch  of  commerce,  which  may  not  be  deemed  altogether  unworthy  their  attention. 
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In  the  Introductory  Voyage,  page  27,  line  3 of  the  note,  fin ■ Joolbs.  read  8olb?. 

Page  164,  line  13,  for  us  difcover,  read  for  us  to  difcover. 

172,  line  24,  for  be  read  by. 

173,  line  16,  for  30th  July,  read  13th  July. 

187,  line  7,  for  reafon  fuppore,  read  reafon  to  fuppofe. 

201,  line  12,  for  as  far  our  power,  read  as  far  as  our  power. 

303,  line  21,  June  8,  for  latitude  $6®  20',  read  56°  26'. 

304,  line  8,  for  June  10th  read  9th. 

- line  17,  for  205°  36'Eaft  longitude  on  the  nth,  read  205"  i'36"on  the  10th. 

line  22,  for  the  12th  read  the  1 itfr;  and  for  latitude  56°  48'on  the  12th,  read  on  the  1 ith. 

305,  line  18,  firthz  13th,  read  the  12th. 

306,  line  2,  for  14th,  read  13th. 

, line  22,  for  1 6th ,read  i$tb. 

307,  line  2,  for  17th,  read  1 6th. 

322,  line  2,  the  4th  of  Auguft  omitted,  and  that  miftake  continued  to  the  13th. 

line  9,  for  Tianna’s  Bay,  read  Tianna’s  Roads. 

325,  line  21,  for  59°  19'  N.  read  56°  19'  N. 

355,  line  13,  for  190  4' N.  read  19®  41' N. 

356,  line  12,  for  30°  21',  read  20°  21'. 


The  Ships  latitudes  and  longitudes  read  as  they  were  kept  ly  the  Reckoning  : but  in  the 
CHARTS  as  they  were  inferred  by  correct  Observations  and  the  lunar  method  cf 
finding  the  longitude  at  fea ♦ 
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TO  THE 


NORTH  WEST  CONST  OF  AMERICA , 
In  the  Years  1788  and  1789,  & c. 


C H A P.  I. 

Preparations  for  the  Voyage.— Tianna,  a Prince  of  the  If  and  Atooi, 
and  other  Natives  of  the  Sandwich  Isles  embark.  — Character  of 
Tianna. — Complement  of  the  Crew  of  both  Ships. — Quantity  of  Cattle,  &c. 
embarked  for  the  Sandwich  Isles. — Departure  of  the  Felice  and 
Iphigeni  a from  China. 

T N the  month  of  January  1788',  in  conjunction  with  feveral  Britifli 
merchants  refident  in  India,  I purchafed  and  fitted  out  two  veffels, 
named  the  Felice  and  the  Iphigenia  : the  former  was  of  230  tons  burthen, 
and  the  latter  of  200.  They  were  calculated,  in  every  refpedt,  for  their 
deftined  voyage,  being  good  failors,  copper-bottomed,  and  built  with 
fufficient  ftrength  to  refill  the  tempeftuous  weather  fo  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  during  the  winter  feafon. 

^ It 
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• It  was  originally  intended  that  they  ffiould  have  failed  from  China  the 
beginning  of  the  feafon,  but  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a fufficient  quan- 
tity of  ftores  neceffary  for  the  voyage,  delayed  the  ffiips  till  the  20th  of 
this  month,  when  they  were  completely  equipped  and  ready  for  fea. 

One  of  the  {hips  was  deftined  to  remain  out  a much  longer  time  than 
the  other.  It  was  intended,  that  at  the  clofe  of  the  autumn  of  this  year, 
{he  ffiould  quit  the  coaft  of  America,  and  {leer  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 
for  the  purpofe  of  wintering  there  ; fhe  was  then  to  return  to  America, 
in  order  to  meet  her  confort  from  China,  with  a fupply  of  neceffary 
{lores  and  refreffiments,  fufficient  for  the  eftabliffiing  factories,  and  ex- 
tending the  plan  of  commerce  in  which  we  had  engaged. 

The  crews  of  thefe  {hips  confiffed  of  Europeans  and  China-men,  with, 
a larger  proportion  of  the  former.  The  Chinefe  were,  on  this  occafion,. 
{hipped  as  an  experiment : — they  have  been  generally  efteemed  an  hardy,, 
and  induftrious,  as  well  as  ingenious  race  of  people  ; they  live  on  fiffi  and 
rice,  and,  requiring  but  low  wages,  it  was  a matter  alfo  of  oeconomical 
confideration  to  employ  them  ; and  during  the  whole  of  the  voyage  there 
was  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  fervices.  — If  hereafter  trading- 
polls  ffiould  be  ellabliffied  on  the  American  coaft,  a colony  of  thefe  men. 
would  be  a very  important  acquifitiom 

The  command  of  the  Iphigenia  was  given  to  Mr.  Douglas,  aiv 
officer  of  confiderable  merit,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft 
of  America,  and,  on  that  account,  was  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  be 
entrufted  with  the  charge  of  conducting  this  commercial  expedition. 
The  crew  contained  artificers  of  various  denominations,  among  whom 
were  Chinefe  fmiths  and  carpenters,  as  well  as  European  artizans ; 
forming,  in  the  whole,  a complement  of  forty  men. 
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t The  crew  of  the  Felice  was  compofed  of  the  fame  ufefui  and  neceffary 
clafles  of  people,  and  amounted  to  fifty  men  : — -this  fhip  was  commanded 
by  myfelf. 

A much  greater  number  of  Chinefe  folicited  to  enter  into  this  fervice 
than  could  be  received  ; and  fo  far  did  the  fpirit  of  enterprize  influence 
them,  that  thofe  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  refufmg,  gave  the  mo  ft 
unequivocal  marks  of  mortification  and  difappointment.- — -From  the 
many  who  offered  themfelves,  fifty  were  feledted,  as  fully  fufficient  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  voyage : they  were,  as  has  been  already  obferved, 
chiefly  handicraft-men,  of  various  kinds,  with  a fmall  proportion  of 
failors  who  had  been  ufed  to  the  junks  which  navigate  every  part  of 
the  Chinefe  feas. 

In  a voyage  of  folong  continuance,  andfuch  various  climates,  very  feri- 
ous  and  natural  apprehenfions  were  entertained  of  the  inconveniencies  and 
dangers  arifing  from  the  fcurvy,  that  cruel  fcourge  of  maritime  life. 
Every  precaution  therefore  that  humanity  or  experience  could  fuggefl:, 
was  taken  to  prevent  its  approach,  to  lefl'en  its  violence,  and  effedt  its 
cure  : large  quantities  of  molafles,  with  fufficient  proportions  of  tea, 
fugar,  and  every  other  article  that  might  contribute  to  thefe  falutary 
ends,  were  carefully  provided.  Each  veffel  carried  near  five  months 
water,  allowing  one  gallon  per  day  for  each  perfon  on  board,  a 
plentiful  fupply  of  which  being  one  of  the  molt  effectual  preventives 
of  this  diforder.  Warm  cloathing  of  every  kind  was  provided  for  the 
crews,  as  well  Chinefe  as  Europeans  : In  fhort,  every  thing  was  pro- 
cured that  China  produced,  to  render  both  veffels  as  complete  as  poffible, 
and  to  enfure,  as  far  as  human  means  could  be  exerted,  fuccefs  to  the 
voyage,  and  comfort  to  every  denomination  of  people  who  were  employed 
in  it. 
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Among  other  objects  of  this  voyage  there  was  one,  at  leaft,  of  the 
moft  difinterefted  nature,  and  the  pureft  fatisfa&ion  ; and  that  was  to 
take  back,  to  their  refpe&ive  homes,  thofe  people  who  had  been  brought 
from  America  and  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  A certain  number  of  cattle 
and  other  ufeful  animals  were  purchafed  and  taken  on  board,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  put  on  fliore  at  thofe  places  where  they  might  add  to 
the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  or  promife  to  fupply  the  future  naviga- 
tor, of  our  own,  or  any  other  country,  with  the  neceflary  refrelh- 
ments. 

In  fulfilling  this  pleafing  duty  to  thefe  children  of  nature,  whom  a 
curious  fpirit  and  an  unfufpeCting  character  had  led  to  fuch  a diftance 
from  their  native  country,  a very  marked  attention  was  paid  to  Tianna, 
a prince  of  the  ifland  of  Atooi,  a chief  of  illuftrious  birth  and  high 
rank,  who,  in  the  year  1787,  was  carried  by  me  to  China,  and  who 
now  afforded  us  the  pleafure  of  reftoring  him  to  his  country  and  his 
kindred,  with  a mind  enlarged  by  the  new  fcenes  and  pictures  of  life 
which  he  had  beheld,  and  in  the  poffeffion  of  various  articles  of  ufeful 
application,  or  comparative  magnificence,  which  would  render  him  the 
richeft  inhabitant  of  his  native  iflands. 

Mr.  Cox,  a commercial  gentleman  refident  in  China,  was  among  thofe 
whom  Tianna  regarded  with  that  warm  efteem  which  repeated  kindnefs 
never  fails  to  excite  in  a grateful  mind  : and  it  would  not  be  doing  juflice 
to  this  amiable  Indian,  if  he  were  not  reprefented  as  pofleffing  many  of 
thofe  fentiments  which  do  honour  to  the  moft  cultivated  underftandinp\ 

O 

Mr.Cox  not  only  manifefted  a general  intereft  in  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  Tianna’s  future  life,  by  the  generous  confignment  of  a conliderable 
quantity  of  live  cattle  and  other  animals  to  the  ifland  of  Atooi,  but,  with 
the  moft  attentive  humanity,  defired  even  to  indulge  his  unreflecting 
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fancy,  by  appropriating  a fum  of  money,  to  be  expended  as  his  own 
untutored  choice  or  wayward  preference  fhould  direCt.  This  kind  ar- 
rangement was,  however,  neceffarily  fet  afide ; and  the  imperfedt  judg- 
ment of  the  chief  fupplied  by  the  better  fugged: ions  of  his  European 
friends ; who  directed  the  expenditure  of  the  allotted  fum,  to  procure  him 
thofe  comforts  and  advantages  which  might  lad  during  his  life,  and  tend 
to  the  improvement  of  his  nation,  indead  of  gratifying  the  momentary 
whim  for  thofe  objeCts,  wThich  he  himfelf  might,  at  a future  period, 
perhaps,  learn  to  defpife. 

The  time  that  could  be  fpared  from  the  equipment  of  the  drips,  was, 
in  a great  meafure,  dedicated  to  this  amiable  chief,  who  was  with  diffi- 
culty made  to  conceive  the  information  that  he  was  fo  foon  to  embark  for 
his  own  idands  ; from  whence,  all  the  wonders  of  the  new  world  to 
which  he  had  been  introduced,  were  not  fufficient  to  feparate  his  affec- 
tions. The  love  of  his  country,  a principle  which  feems  to  be  inherent 
in  the  human  mind,  in  every  date,  and  under  every  clime,  operated 
forcibly  upon  him. — Thofe  domedic  affeCtions  which  are  the  fupport  of 
all  fociety,  as  well  as  the  univerfal  fource  of  happinefs  ; and  that  pa- 
rental fendbility  which,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  influences  all  ani- 
mated nature,  from  the  higher  order  of  man  to  the  inferior  clafles  of 
the  animal  world,  did  not  lofe  their  energies  in  the  bread  of  Tianna. 
His  reflection  had  often  fickened  at  the  thought  of  his  family  and  his 
country  ; and  the  gaze  of  his  adonilhment  frequently  yielded  to  the  in- 
trufive  gloom  of  painful  thought  ; — while  the  dune  hour  has  often  feen 
him  fmile  with  delight  at  the  novelties  which  he  beheld  around  him, 
and  weep,  with  bitter  lamentations,  the  far  dearer  objeCts  he  had  left  be- 
hind, when  he  reflected  that  he  might  behold  them  no  more. 

When,  therefore,  he  was  affured  of  his  approaching  return  to  Atooi,— 
the  idea  that  he  fhould  again  embrace  the  wife  whom  he  loved,  and  the 
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1788.  child  on  whom  he  doted,  with  all  the  added  confequence  which  would 
January  accompany  him,  from  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired,  the  wealth  he  pof- 
SefSed,and  the  benefits  he  fhould  communicate  to  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
produced  thole  transports  which  Senfible  minds  may  conceive,  but  which 
language  is  unable  to  defcribe. 

To  give  a minute  defcription  of  his  conduit,  behaviour,  and  Senti- 
ments, on  his  arrival  at  Canton,  might  be  cotifidered  as  an  unavailing 
digreffion,  unworthy  of  that  curiofity  which  it  is  the  office  of  this  vo- 
lume to  gratify. — It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  he 
difcovered  a mind  poflefled  of  thofe  capacities  which  education  might 
have  nurtured  into  intellectual  fuperiority,  and  endued  with  thofe  fenfi- 
bili ties  which  forbid  enlightened  reafon  from  applying  the  name  of 
favage  to  any  human  being,  of  any  colour  or  country,  who  pofTefles 
diem. 

When  he  firft  beheld  the  fhips  at  Wampoa,  his  affonifhment  poffefSed 
an  activity  which  baffles  defcription,  and  he  emphatically  called  them 
the  iflands  of  Britannee  ; but  when  he  had  Surveyed  their  internal  arrange- 
ment, with  all  the  various  apparatus  they  contained,  the  immediate 
impreflions  they  occafioned  on  his  mind  were  thoSe  of  dejecftion  ; he 
hung  his  head  in  filence,  and  fhed  an  involuntary  tear,  as  it  appeared, 
over  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  own  inferior  nature. — But  the  fame 
Spirit  which  urged  him  to  quit  his  native  country,  in  order  to  return 
with  knowledge  that  might  inftrudt,  and  arts  that  might  improve  it, 
Soon  aroufed  him  into  an  adtive  and  rational  curiofity. — Indeed  he  very 
{hortly  manifefted  no  common  degree  of  intellectual  exertion,  by  discri- 
minating, as  occafion  offered,  between  the  people  of  the  Several  Euro- 
pean nations,  whom  he  daily  faw,  and  thofe  of  England,  whom  he 
always  called  the  men  of  Britannee. — The  natives  of  China  he  confidered 
with  a degree  of  difguft  which  bordered  on  extreme  averfion  ; — their 
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bald  heads,  didended  nodrils,  and  unmeaning  features,  had  raifed  in  his 
mind  the  dronged  fenfations  of  contempt : — Indeed  it  might  be  owing  to 
the  addition  which  the  natural  dignity  of  his  perfon  may  be  fuppofed  to 
receive  from  fuch  a prevailing  fentiment,  whenever  he  found  himfelf 
amongd  them,  that  the  Chinefe  appeared  to  regard  him  with  awe,  and 
that,  wherever  he  turned,  the  timid  crowd  never  failed  to  open  to 
him  a ready  paffage. 

Tianna  was  about  thirty-  two  years  of  age  ; he  was  near  fix  feet  five 
inches  in  dature,  and  the  mufcular  form  of  his  limbs  was  of  an  Herculean 
appearance.  His  carriage  was  replete  with  dignity,  and  having  lived  in 
the  habits  of  receiving  the  refped  due  to  fuperior  rank  in  his  own  coun- 
try, he  poffeffed  an  air  of  didin&ion,  which  we  will  not  fuppofe  could 
fuffer  any  diminution  from  his  obfervation  of  European  manners.  He 
wore  the  drefs  of  Europe  with  the  habitual  eafe  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
had  not  only  learned  the  ufe  and  arrangement  of  its  various  articles, 
but  applied  his  knowledge  to  the  uniform  and  moft  minute  pradice  of 
perfon al  cleanlinefs  and  decorum.  The  natural  habits  of  his  mind, 
however,  occafionally  recurred,  and  the  childilh  fancy  of  his  native 
date  would  fometimes  intrude  upon  and  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  his 
improvement.  He  could  not  be  taught  to  underdand  the  value  of  our 
current  com,  and  when  he  wanted  any  thing  that  was  to  be  purchafed 
by  it,  he  would  innocently  afk  for  iron  ; which  being  the  mod  valuable 
metal  in  his  eyes,  was  natural ly  confidered  by  him  as  the  medium  of 
barter  among  other  nations,. 

To  return  Tianna  to  his  native  Ifland,  operated  very  powerfully  in 
forming  the  arrangements  of  the  voyage  before  us  : - his  original  defign 
and  inclination  was  to  proceed  to  England  ; and  Captain  Churchill,  of  the 
Walpole  Ead  Indiaman,  offered,  in  the  kinded  manner,  to  take  him 
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under  his  protection,  nor  could  he  have  found  a better  proteCtor ; but 
to  confign  him  to  another’s  care,  and  to  fend  him  to  a country  from 
whence  there  might  be  no  future  opportunity  of  returning  to  his  own, 
was  a bufinefs  that  his  friends  could  not  reconcile  to  their  feelings. 
The  permitting  him  to  leave  Atooi,  was  confidered  as  an  unreflecting 
a£t;  and  it  was  now  determined  that  Tianna  fhould  return  thither,  if 
not,  in  reality,  happier  than  before,  at  leaf!  poflefled  of  treafures  beyond 
any  poflible  expectation  of  his  unexperienced  mind.  But  of  all  the 
various  articles  which  formed  his  prefent  wealth,  his  fancy  was  the 
moll  delighted  with  a portrait  of  himfelf,  painted  by  Spoilum,  the  cele- 
brated artift  of  China,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  in  his  line,  throughout 
that  ex .enfive  empire.  The  painter  had,  indeed,  mod  faithfully  repre- 
fented  the  lineaments  of  his  countenance,  but  found  the  graceful  figure 
of  the  chief  beyond  the  powers  of  his  genius.  The  furprife  that 
Tianna  exprefifed,  as  the  work  proceeded,  was  various  and  extreme,  and 
feemed  to  follow  with  continual  change  every  added  droke  of  the 
pencil.  When  this  painting  was  prefented  to  him,  he  received  it  with  a 
degree  of  folemnity  that  druck  all  who  beheld  it  ; and  then,  in  a date 
of  agitation  in  which  he  had  never  been  feen  by  us,  he  mentioned  the 
catadrophe  which  deprived  the  world  of  Captain  Cook.  He  now,  for 
the  fird  time,  informed  us  that  a fierce  war  had  been  waged  through- 
out the  Iflands,  on  account  of  a painting,  which  he  called  a portrait  of 
that  great  man,  and  which  had  been  left  with  one  of  their  mod  potent 
chiefs.  This  picture,  he  added,  was  held  facred  amongd  them,  and 
the  refpeCt  they  paid  to  it  was  confidered  by  them  as  the  only  retribu- 
tion they  could  make  for  their  unfortunate  dedruCtion  of  its  original. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  improper,  if  a fhort  digreflion  is 
made  in  this  place,  in  order  to  date,  that  during  our  former  day* 

* Some  account  of  this  voyage  is  given  in  the  Introduftion. 
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among  thefe  iflanders  we  had  every  opportunity  of  eftimating  their 
feelings  with  refped  to  the  lamented  fate  of  Captain  Cook,  and  we  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  thefe  diflant  inhabitants  of  the  watery 
wafte,  accompanied  with  fin  cere  for  row,  the  regret  of  Europe.  The 
numbers  of  them  which  furrounded  the  fhip,  with  a view  to  obtain  per- 
miffion  to  go  to  Britannee , to  the  friends  of  their  beloved  Cook,  are 
incredible.  They  wept  and  folicited  with  an  ardour  that  conquered 
every  previous  averfion.  P refen ts  were  poured  in  upon  us  from  the 
chiefs,  who  were  prevented  by  the  multitude  from  approaching  the 
veffel,  and  the  clamorous  cry  of  Britannee , Britannee , was  for  a long 
time  vociferated  from  every  part,  and  without  ceafing : nor  can  their 
filent  grief  be  deferibed,  when  it  was  made  known  among  them,  that 
Tianna,  a prince  of  Atooi,  was  the  only  one  feleded  to  the  envied 
honour  of  failing  with  us. 

Previous  to  our  departure,  Taheo,  the  king  of  that  ill  and,  paid  us  a 
’vilit,  accompanied  by  all  his  chiefs.  As  they  believed  that  the  com- 
manders of  every  European  flip,  who  had  touched  at  their  iflands,  fince 
the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  were  the  fons  of  that  illuftrious  navigator, 
they,  in  the  molt  affeding  manner,  deplored  that  event ; and  while 
each  of  them  was  folicitous  to  affert  his  own  innocence,  they  united 
in  reprefenting  the  paffions  that  had  urged  them  to  commit  the  fatal 
deed — which  would  be  a fubjedof  their  eternal  contrition — as  a punifh- 
ment  inflided  on  them  by  their  gods.  After  thefe,  and  many  fimilar 
declarations,  they  renewed  their  offers  of  friendfhip  to  Britannee , and 
departed  ; nor  have  we  the  lead  doubt  but  that  future  navigators,  who 
may  chance  to  flop  at  thefe  iflands,  will  find  there  a fecure  and  wel- 
come afylum. 

The  other  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  and  America,  who  were  re- 
ceived on  board,  had  been  brought  to  China,  by  different  fhips,  rather 
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as  objedls  of  curiofity,  than  from  the  better  motive  of  indru&ion  to 
them,  or  advantage  to  commerce  : — they  confided  of  a woman  of  the 
idand  of  Owyhee,  named  Winee,  who  was  in  a bad  and  declining  date 
of  health  ; a dout  man  and  boy  from  the  idand  of  Mowee,  and  a native 
of  King  George’s  Sound  ; the  barbarous  nature  of  whofe  inhabitants 
rendered  it  an  ufelefs  experiment  to  accompany  him  with  any  of  thofe 
advantages  provided  for  the  others. 

On  board  of  each  diip  were  embarked  dx  cows  and  three  bulls,  four 
bull  and  cow  calves,  a number  of  goats,  turkies,  and  rabbits,  with  fe- 
veral  pair  of  pigeons,  and  other  dock  in  great  abundance.  Unfortu- 
nately it  was  not  in  our  power,  at  this  time,  to  procure  fheep  ; but  fe- 
veral  lime  and  orange-trees  were  purchafed  and  dedined  for  Atooi,  as 
Taheo,  the  fovereign  of  that  idand,  poffeflbd  all  the  power  neceflary  to 
protect  fuch  valuable  property,  Had  we  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have 
landed  all  the  cargo  prepared  for  the  Sandwich  Idands,  they  would  have 
become  the  mod  eligible  places  for  refrediment  in  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean.  If,  however,  the  American  commerce 
lhould  be  purfued,  very  confiderable  advantages  will  be  found  to  refult 
even  from  that  part  of  our  defign  which  was  compleated. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  of  January,  both  fhips  weighed  from 
the  Typa  to  proceed  to  fea  ; but  it  falling  calm  fhortly  after,  and  the 
tide  of  fiood  fetting  againd  us,  the  lignal  was  made  for  anchoring, 
which  was  accordingly  performed  in  the  roads,  in  fix  fathoms,  over  a 
muddy  bottom.  The  Iphigenia  being  in  a dronger  part  of  the  tide,  was 
driven  farther  up  the  roads,  and  anchored  about  two  miles  adern  of 
us.  We  here  found  riding,  the  Argylefhire,  a large  country  fhip,  of 
between  fix  and  feven  hundred  tons,  bound  to  Bengal: — fhe  was  after- 
wards unfortunately  lod  in  her  pad'age  from  Bengal  to  China,  and  every 
foul  on  board  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed. 
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The  Iphigenia  fprings  her  Foremaf. — Pafage  to  the  Philippines.-— Sail  along 
the  Coajl  of  Luconia. — Pafs  Goat  'If and,  the  Ifes  of  Pub  an.  If  and  of 
Mindoro  and  the  Calamines. — Scurvy  breaks  out  on  Board  the  Iphigenia.— 

Pafs  the  If  and  of  P anay  .—-Mutinous  Conduct  of  the  Crew  on  board  the 
Felice,  &c. 

BOUT  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  an  air  of  wind  fp rung  up  Sunday 22. 


from  the  South  Eaft,  which,  though  diredlly  againft  us,  deter- 
mined us  to  put  to  fea ; and  the  fignal  was  made  to  the  Iphigenia  to 
weigh. — By  ten  o’clock  both  flips  were  under  fail,  the  wind  light  and 


drone  until  midnight,  when  it  became  extremely  foggy,  which  occa- 


The  foundings  were  regular,  from  four  to  fix  fathoms,  over  a muddy 
bottom. — We  now  loft  fight  of  the  Argylefhire,  who  alfo,  weighed  and 
proceeded  to  the  South  Weft. 

The  morning  of  the  23d  was  extremely  foggy  ; and  in  the  night  we  had  Monday  i3. 
loft  fight  of  the  Iphigenia. — The  wind  now  veered  to  the  Eaft  North 
Eaft,  and  began  to  frelhen  up  ; on  which  a fignal  was  made  with  two 
guns  to  the  Iphigenia,  to  get  the  larboard  tacks  on  board,  and  ftand  to 
the  South  Eaft. — At  noon  the  fog  cleared  away,  when  the  Iphigenia  v/as 
perceived  about  a league  to  leeward  of  us. — During  the  night  we  kept 


variable  from  the  fouthward. — We  continued  ftanding  to  the  Grand  La- 


fioned  us  to  fihorten  fail  for  the  Iphigenia,  which  was  confiderably  aftern. 
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firing  guns,  and  beating  the  gongs'- in  order  that  fhe  might  judge  of 
our  fituation.  By  obfervation,  our  latitude  was  20°  54/  North,  and 
longitude  1 140  24'  Eaft ; the  South  Weftern  part  of  the  Prata  fhoal  bore 
in  the  direction  of  South,  730  Eaft,  diftant  40  leagues  ; Cape  Bolinou, 
South,  jo°  Eaft,  diftant  419  miles. 

As  it  was  our  intention  to  make  the  coaft  of  Luconia  well  to  wind- 
ward, we  refolved  to  keep  as  much  as  poftible  to  the  Eaftward,  being 
apprehenfive  of  experiencing  foutherly  currents  at  this  feafbn  of  the 
year. — We  preferred  making  the  coaft  of  Luconia  to  that  of  Mindoro,  or 
the  Calamines,  the  coaft  of  the  latter  being  furrounded  with  numerous 
fhoals,  rocks,  and  fragments  of  iflets,  which  render  the  navigation  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  and  require  the  greateft  precaution  in  failing  through 
fuch  an  extenfive  Archipelago. — The  charts  of  thefe  feas,  by  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple,  moft  certainly  poflefs  a great  degree  of  accuracy,  but  are,  as  we 
fuppofe,  neceftarily  formed  on  fuch  a confined  fcale,  and  marked  with  fuch 
extreme  delicacy,  as  to  leffen  their  intended  utility  for  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  navigation. — By  adhering  to  this  track  we  hoped  to  experience  lefs 
boifterous  weather,  from  being  fheltered,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  coaft 
of  Luconia,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fteer  clear  of  many  dangerous 
fhoals,  which  lie  at  fome  diftance  from  its  coaft,  and  are,  indeed,  fcattered 
throughout  thefe  feas. 

The  courfe  was  continued  to  the  South  Eaft,  till  the  25th ; the 
weather  gloomy  and  unpleafant;  the  wind  blowing  fteadily  from  the 
Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  with  a very  heavy  fea.  The 
latitude,  at  noon,  was  180  North;  the  longitude  1170  f Eaft.  The 

South 

* A China  gong  refembles,  in  fome  degree,  the  form  of  a fieve;  and  is  made  of  a mixture 
of  metals.  The  China  junks  ufe  them  as  bells ; and,  when  they  are  ftruck.  with  a wooden 
mallet,  produce  a deep,  fonorous  noife. 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


*3 


South  Maroona  flioal  bearing  North  6i°  Eaft,  diftance  49  leagues  ; Cape 
Bolinou  62°  Eaft,  diftant  67  leagues. 

The  Iphigenia  proved  but  an  heavy  failer,  when  compared  with  the 
Felice,  fo  that  we  were  continually  obliged  to  fhorten  fail  on  her  ac- 
count; an  inconvenience  which  we  determined  to  get  rid  of,  by  feparating 
company  from  her,  and  making  the  beft  of  our  way,  as  foon  as  we  had 
got  clear  of  the  Sooloo  Sea. 

In  the  evening  we  fpoke  with  the  Iphigenia,  when  Captain  Douglas 
informed  us  that  the  (hip  had  fprung  a leak  in  the  late  bad  weather, 
above  the  copper,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  one  pump  going,  but  that 
he  hoped  to  flop  it  the  firft  favourable  moment. — This  accident  occafioned 
no  inconflderable  degree  of  uneafinefs. — Circumftances  of  this  kind  have 
a very  unpleafant  tendency  to  difhearten  feamen,  who,  with  all  their 
hardy  courage,  are  very  fubjedt  to  be  influenced  by  fuperftitious  omens 
of  the  moft  trifling  and  ridiculous  nature  ; and  which,  if  they  fhould 
happen  in  the  beginning  of  a voyage,  will  frequently  operate  upon  their 
minds  and  conduct  through  the  moft  lengthened  courfe  of  it. 

Our  China  crew  were  all  extremely  affe&ed  by  fea-ficknefs,  which  was 
a very  difcouraging  circumftance  ; and  the  exceflive  rolling  and  tumbling 
of  the  fhip,  caufed  the  cattle  to  droop  ; indeed,  from  the  apparent 
impoftibility  of  preferving  them  all, during  fuch  a long  voyage, — from  the 
want  of  proper  food,  and  as  there  were  a greater  quantity  on  board  than 
were  neceflary  to  flock  the  iflands  to  which  they  were  deftined, — it  was 
thought  proper  to  kill  them  all  but  two  cows  and  a bull,  and  one  bull 
and  one  cow  calf,  who  might,  we  hoped,  become  enured  to  the  voyage, 
and  be  preferved  to  their  deflination.  Accordingly  two  of  them  were 
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killed,  and  frefh  meat  ferved  to  the  crew,  with  barley,  which  made  them 

comfortable  meffes. 

During  the  evening  it  blew  very  ftrong  indeed,  with  an  heavy  fea. — 
W e continued  Handing  to  the  South  Eaft,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
weather  the  North  Maroona  fhoal ; the  pofition  of  which,  according  to 
Mr.  Dalrymple,  is  extremely  doubtful ; — we  therefore  kept  the  bell;  look- 
out in  our  power. 

At  five  o’clock  we  were  alarmed,  by  perceiving  that  the  Iphigenia 
fpread  abroad  the  fignal  of  diflrefs,  which  denoted,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  flae  was  not  in  want  of  immediate  aftiftance:  we  however  inftantly 
bore  up  and  fpoke  to  her;  when  Captain  Douglas  informed  us  that  his 
fore-mall:  was  fo  dangeroufly  fprung,  that  fome  method  muft  be  immedi- 
ately taken  to  fecure  it ; but  the  lea  ran  fo  high,  and  it  blew  at  the 
fame  time  fo  ftrong,  that  we  were  prevented  from  affording  any  aftiftance 
whatever;  we  fhortened  fail,  however,  immediately;  and  before  night 
the  Iphigenia  had  her  fore-top-maft  and  top-gallant-maft  on  deck,  and 
her  foremaft  entirely  dripped. 

It  was  now  abfolutely  neceflary  for  us  to  keep  under  what  poffible  fail 
we  could  ; and  as  the  Iphigenia  was  able  to  keep  abroad  her  main-topfail, 
main-fail,  and  mizen,  to  give  thefe  fails  their  proper  effecft  during  the 
night,  we  kept  two  points  from  the  wind,  under  an  eafy  fail,  giving  up 
all  hopes  of  weathering  the  North  Maroona,  and  being  doubtful  even 
of  keeping  our  wind  lufficient  to  weather  the  South  Maroona,  which  is 
defcribed  as  extremely  dangerous,  and  whofe  fituation  is  as  uncertain  as 
that  of  the  Northern  fhoal  of  the  fame  name.  — It  blew  very  hard  during 
the  night,  with  a heavy  fea  ; the  Iphigenia  appearing  to  labour  ex- 
ceedingly. 


This 
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This  was,  indeed,  a very  unfortunate  event  ; the  weather  we  had  to 
encounter  was  very  much  to  be  dreaded,  and  the  crippled  hate  of  the 
Iphigenia’s  mah  greatly  increafed  our  apprehenfions ; as,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
meet  with  any  further  injury,  there  was  no  friendly  port  nearer  to  us 
than  Batavia,  where  we  fhould  be  able  to  replace  it.  Our  fituation, 
driven  as  we  were  about  thofe  feas,  and  furrounded  by  dangerous  hioals, 
was  truly  dihreffing  and  alarming. — It  was  impofffble  for  us  to  make 
the  land,  as  we  might  be  thrown  into  a fituation  which  would  encreafe 
the  danger  of  the  Iphigenia  ; and  as  to  leaving  her  in  fo  dihrehed  a con- 
dition, fuch  a defign  did  not  occur  to  us  for  a moment;  befides,  we 
were  not  without  apprehenfions  of  being  driven  too  far  to  the  Southward, 
which  would  render  it  impoffible  for  us  to  get  hold  of  the  coah  of  Luco- 
nia,  Mindoro  or  the  Calamines,  and  under  fuch  circu enhances,  inhead 
of  making  the  pahage  of  the  Sooloo  Sea,  we  fhould  have  been  obliged  to 
take  our  courfe  through  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  and  reach  the  Northern 
Pacific  Ocean  by  the  Straits  of  Macaber,  of  which,  after  all,  we  were 
rather  doubtful ; or,  by  doubling  the  South  Eahern  extremity  of  New 
Holland,  if  we  fhould  give  up  the  pahage  of  the  Endeavour’s  Straits — It 
is  very  eafy  to  conceive  the.  uneafinefs  we  fuffered  from  the  bare  profpeSt 
of  fuch  a circuitous  navigation. 

The  weather  did  not  moderate  until  the  twenty-fixth  at  noon:  the 
latitude  was  then  iy°  5'  North,  and  the  longitude  1 1 8°  Eaft.  The 
South  Weftern  end  of  the  North  Maroona  bore  in  the  direction  of  South 
Eaft,  diftant  thirty  leagues.  We  kept  handing  towards  it  during  the 
night  under  fuch  fail  as  the  Iphigenia  could  fpread,  and  we  very  much 
wifhed  to  have  fent  a boat  on  board  her  : but,  on  a hidden,  the  weather 
became  as  tempehuous  as  ever,  fo  that  we  could  neither  fend  carpenters 
or  plank  to  her  ahihance. — A hage  had  been  eredted  round  her  mah  head, 
but  a great  hollow  fea  increafed  our  alarms  for  her  fituation. 
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This  day,  another  of  the  cattle  was  killed  for  the  crew  ; indeed,  the 
exceffive  tumbling  and  rolling  of  the  fhips  made  us  defpair  of  faving  any 
of  them  ; two  of  the  fined:  goats  having  already  been  crufhed  by  a fudden 
roll  of  the  fhip. — During  the  night  it  blew  extremely  hard,  with  a great 
hollow  lea. — We  kept  fleering  to  the  South  Eaft,  frequently  bringing 
too  for  the  Iphigenia,  fhe  being  under  fuch  fmall  fail. 

This  unfavourable  weather  continued  till  the  27th,  at  noon.  The 
latitude  was  1 6°  20' North,  and  longitude  1190  12'  Eaft.  The  obfer- 
vation,  however,  was  but  of  little  dependence,  from  the  variety  of  cur- 
rents which  we  experienced.  The  wind  had  veered  to  the  Northward  ; 
and  we  hauled  up  Eaft  South  Eaft,  proportioning  our  fail  to  that  of  the 
Iphigenia.  It  was,  indeed,  apprehended,  that  an  Eafterly  current  had 
fetus  to  the  Weftward,  as  our  latitude  was  i6°2o'  North,  without 
feeing  any  thing  of  the  fhoal.  As  we  could  not  fuppofe  it  poffible  that 
we  fhould  be  to  the  Eaft  ward  of  the  Maroona,  we  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  hauling  to  the  Eaft,  as  much  as  the  running  of  a very  high  fea 
would  permit. 

In  the  evening  we  fpoke  with  Captain  Douglas,  who  informed  us  that 
the  head  of  his  foremaft  was  entirely  rotten,  and  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  the  carpenters  could  proceed  in  their  attempts  to  fecure  it  from 
thehicrh,  rolling  fea — Before  night,  however,  we  had  the  fatisfaflion  of 
feeing  the  Iphigenia  s fore-top  over  head,  and  her  lower  rigging  fet  up; 
fo  that  our  fears  of  being  driven  to  the  fouthward  of  Mindoro,  in  fome 
meafure,  fubfided. 

It  was,  however,  determined,  that,  from  the  great  extent  of  feas  we 
had  to  crofs,  the  rifk  would  be  too  great  for  the  Iphigenia,  in  her  prefent 
ftate,  to  attempt  fuch  a paffage  without  having  her  maft  well  fecured;  or, 


View  of  Goat  Island,  o/f  the  C 'oast  of  Lueotua,  nea/'  Hanida,  distance  o/f  Shore  3 Leagues  . 


View  of  the  (hast  of  Luconia  between  the  Latitudes  of  iSt  40  North  and  14  .,5o  IfortA,  distanee  o/f  Share  Five  Leagues  . 
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if  condemned,  to  be  replaced  by  another. — It  was  therefore  refolved  to 
call  a furvey  of  the  carpenters  on  it,  the  firft  favourable  moment ; and  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fix  immediately  on  home  place  where  the 
repairs  that  Ihould  be  found  requifite  could  be  accomplifhed.  The  Spanifh 
fettlement  of  Samboingan,  on  the  Southern  extremity  of  Magindanao  was 
confidered  as  the  beft  place  for  our  purpofe ; and  though  we  had  fcarcely 
ever  heard  of  it,  and  the  hofpitality  of  the  Spaniards  was  always  to  be 
doubted,  our  neceffity  obliged  us  to  fuch  a- determination,  rather  than 
proceed  to  Batavia,  or  encounter  the  coaft  of  New  Holland. 

This  evening,  we  paflfed  great  quantities  of  rock-weed  and  drift-wood, 
which  made  us  apprehenfive  of  falling  in  with  the  Ihoals. 

In  the  morning,  the  ifland  of  Luconia  was  difcerned  from  the  maft- 
head,  bearing  from  Eaft  North  Eaft,  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  diftant  12  or 
14  leagues,  and  bore  an  high  and  mountainous  appearance.  As  we  clofed 
in  with  the  land,  the  weather  became  moderate  and  fine,  and  the  fea 
entirely  fubfided.  The  Iphigenia  had  got  up  her  fore  top-malt.  At 
noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  160  16' North;  fo  that,  during  the  laft 
twenty-four  hours,  we  had  experienced  a ftrong  Northerly  current. 

Nothing  can  more  ftrongly  prove  the  danger  of  navigating  the  China 
feas,  than  the  variety  of  contrary  currents  which  we  experienced  in  fo 
fhort  a time  ; — During  the  greater  part  of  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon,  it 
has  been  generally  obferved,  that  a Northerly  current  fets  along  the 
coaft  of  Luconia,  as  far  as  Cape  Bolinou  : there  the  great  body  of  water 
milling  through  the  ftraits  which  form  the  paftage  between  Formofa, 
this  Iftand,  and  the  Babuyanes,  checks  this  current,  and  turns  it  into  the 
China  Sea,  where  it  receives  a Southerly  direction,  at  the  diftance  of  15 
or  20  leagues  from  the  coaft  of  Luconia. 
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The  currents,  at  all  periods  of  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon,  run  ftrongly 
to  the  Southward  in  thofe  feas,  excepting  near  Luconia  ; but  the  ftreams 
of  them  acquire  greater  force  at  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  leagues  from 
the  fhores  of  this  ifland,  than  they  do  off  the  coaft  of  China  : this  circum- 
ftance  may  be  occafioned  by  the  jundlion  of  the  waters  pafting  through 
the  ftraits  of  Luconia,  and  thofe  between  China  and  Formofa.  Ships 
bound  for  China,  which  are  late  in  the  feafon,  might  avail  themfelves 
ofthefe  currents  to  reach  Cape  Bolinou,  when  an  eafy  and  pretty  fecure 
paflage  is  open  to  Canton.  Indeed,  bordering  on  the  coaft  of  Luconia  may 
be  attended  with  great  advantages  ; for,  independent  of  this  Northerly 
current,  fine  weather  is  generally  experienced.  At  times,  variable  winds  ; 
— in  the  very  height  of  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon,  it  has  fometimes  been 
known  to  blow  a fmart  gale  from  the  South  Weft. 

As  our  apprehenfions  had  continued  to  increafe  of  being  drifted  to 
the  fouthward,  the  fatisfadlion  we  felt  at  thus  getting  in  with  the  land 

may  be  eafily  conceived. Towards  the  evening  of  this  day  it  fell 

calm;  but,  about  nine  o’clock,  a frefh  breeze  fprungup  from  the  South 
Weft,  which  made  us  ftand  on  our  tacks,  for  the  night,  on  and  off 
fhore  ; where  we  faw  feveral  fires,  which  remained  burning  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  night.  Our  diftance  was  between  fix  and  feven 
leagues. 

29.  In  the  morning,  the  land  bore  from  North  North  Eaft,  to  South 
South  Eaft,  our  diftance  being  about  fix  leagues: — it . appeared  very 
mountainous,  and  was  covered  with  wood,  except  in  fome  detached 
places,  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountains.  Vaft  columns  of  fmoke 
afeended  from  the  interior  heights,  which  denoted  population.  The 
latitude  at  noon  was  150  52'  North.  During  the  evening  and  the  night, 

we 
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we  continued  (landing  to  the  la  id,  but  could  find  no  foundings  with  an 
hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  of  line. 

The  land  extended  from  North  by  Eafl,  to  North  Eafl  by  Eafl,  diflant 
about  fix  leagues ; at  which  diflance  we  kept  fleering  along  the  fhore  to 
the  Southward  and  Eaflward  ; the  latitude  was  150  19'  North,  by  ob- 
fervation.  The  weather  was  extremely  moderate,  and  pleafant  under 
the  land,  the  fea  remarkably  fmooth,  and  a continuation  of  high,  moun- 
tainous country,  covered  with  wood,  prefented  itfelf  to  our  view. 

At  night,  it  blew  a frefh  breeze  from  the  Weflward  ; and  we  flood  to 
the  South  by  Eaft,  to  make  Goat  Ifland,  keeping  a good  look  out  for 
fome  fhoals  that  are  faid  to  lie  to  the  Northward  of  the  ifland. 

In  the  morning,  about  eight  o’clock,  Goat  Ifland  was  feen,  bearing 
North  Eafl  by  North,  about  the  diflance  of  fix  leagues ; the  coafl  of 
Luconia  bearing,  at  this  time,  from  North  by  Well  to  South  Eafl,  at  the 
diflance  of  14  leagues.  From  an  obfervation  made  at  noon,  the  latitude 
was  1 30  45'  North. 

Goat  Ifland  appeared  of  a moderate  height,  and  to  be  well  wooded?<( 
but  without  any  fign  of  inhabitants.  The  Luban  Iflatids  were  perfedl 
mountains  covered  with  woods  : — The  Spanifh  charts,  indeed,  reprefent 
the  Lubans  as  conne£led  by  fhoals  with  Goat  Ifland  ; but  we  could  not 
perceive  any  broken  water,  or  procure  foundings  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  fathoms  of  line. 

We  took  the  opportunity  of  the  favourable  weather  we  now  enjoyed 
to  put  the  fhips  in  a flate  of  defence.  The  guns  were  accordingly 
mounted,  a fufficient  quantity  of  powder  and  ammunition  was  filled, 
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and  every  other  necefiary  preparation  made,  as  thofe  feas  are  infeBed 
with  numerous  bands  of  pirates.  Two  very  fine  fhips  had  lately  been 
taken  by  them.  One  of  them  was  the  May,  of  300  tons,  and  mounting 
twenty  guns,  and  had  been  on  a trading  voyage  from  Bengal  to  the  coaB 
of  Borneo.  General  intelligence  was  received  from  the  Malays  of  her 
being  deftroyed,  but  not  a fingle  perfon  efcaped  to  relate  the  particulars. 
Several  other  fhips  have  very  narrowly  efcaped  deBrudlion  : indeed, 
fcarce  a year  pafTes  away,  but  fome  cataBrophe  of  this  kind  happens. 
The  proas  from  Magindanao  and  Sooloo  iffue  forth  in  fuch  fwarms,  that 
it  becomes  dangerous  for  a weak  fhip  to  fail  thofe  feas.  Thefe  proas  are 
manned  with  an  hundred,  and  fometimes  an  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
well  armed,  and  generally  mounting  pieces  of  cannon  of  fix  or  twelve 
pounders.  As  foon  as  a fhip  is  captured  by  them,  a carnage  enfues, — 
and  the  unhappy  few  who  furvive  it  are  carried  into  irredeemable  flavery. 
Thefe  people  cruife  in  fleets  of  thirty  or  forty  of  thefe  proas  ; nay,  fome- 
times an  hundred  of  them  have  been  perceived  in  company  ; and  though 
we  did  not  very  much  apprehend  that  they  would  venture  to  attack  two 
fhips,  it  would  have  been  an  unpardonable  negligence  if  we  had  not  pre- 
pared ourfelves  for  whatever  might  happen.  We  availed  ourfelves  alfo 
of  the  prefent  favourable  opportunity  to  furvey  the  mails  of  the  Iphi- 
genia,  and  deliver  her  fuch  Bores  and  other  articles  as  we  knew  that  fhe 
wanted,  to  put  her  in  a refpeflable  Bate  of  defence.  We  therefore  fent 
on  board  her  two  additional  pieces  of  cannon  with  a requifite  proportion 
of  powder,  ball,  and  other  ammunition  ; and  in  return  received  a quan- 
tity of  coals  for  the  forges,  and  feveral  other  neceflary  articles. 

Additional  reafons  continually  arofe  why  the  fhips  fhould  feparate  on 
the  firB  opportunity  after  we  had  cleared  thefe  dangerous  feas.  But,  if 
even  there  had  been  no  other,  the  Felice,  by  keeping  company  with  the 
Iphigenia,  who  was  at  bcB  inferior  in  point  of  failing,  would  have  been 
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very  much  impeded  in  her  voyage  ; and  it  was  become  neceffary  to  make  1788. 
every  poffible  exertion  to  fave  our  feafon  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

In  the  evening  the  carpenters  returned  from  the  Iphigenia,  and  reported 
the  mart  to  be,  in  every  refpedt,  unequal  to  the  voyage  ; they  even 
doubted  whether  it  would  carry  her  to  Samboingan.  The  head  was 
quite  rotten  and  fupported  by  the  cheeks  : good  fifties,  however,  were 

put  on  and  fecurely  woolded. 


At  funfet  the  id  and  of  Mindoro  was  feen  bearing  South  Eaft  by  Eaft, 
diftant  10  leagues.  The  wind  blew  very  ftrong  from  the  Eafl,  and  it 
came  down  in  violent  puffs  from  the  high  mountains  of  Luban  : during 
the  night  a prefs  of  fail  was  carried  to  reach  under  the  fihore  of  Mindoro. 
The  wind  blew  invariably  from  the  Eaft,  fo  that  we  became  apprehen- 
five  of  being  entangled  with  the  iflands  called  the  Calamines,  which  are 
not  only  in  great  number,  but  extremely  dangerous.  The  top  fails  were 
reefed,  and  as  much  fail  as  we  could  well  keep  abroad  was  carried,  which 
brought  us  happily  under  Mindoro  about  midnight.  It  foon  after  became 
fqually,  and  as  it  would  have  been  very  hazardous  in  a dark  night,  and 
on  an  unknown  coaft,  to  run,  the  fignal  was  made  to  the  Iphigenia  to 
heave  to  with  her  head  off  fhore  ; we  immediately  did  the  fame  ; but  fie 
had  ftretched  a-head  out  of  fight,  though  fh  anfwered  our  fignal. — * 
During  the  night  it  blew  very  hard,  and  we  were  continually  founding, 
but  could  find  no  ground  with  an  hundred  fathoms  of  line.  The  inha- 
bitants not  only  kept  numerous  and  conftant  fires  along  the  fiores,  but, 
had  even  lighted  them  on  the  very  fummits  of  the  mountains. 


At  day  break  we  occupied  much  the  fame  fituation  as  when  we  hove  February- 

. , Wednefday  i 

to  in  the  night.  The  Iphigenia  was  near  four  leagues  a-head,  but  we 
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made  fail  and  joined  her  by  noon.  Our  latitude  was  120  59'  North : 
The  ifland  of  Mindoro  bore  South  Eaft  by  Eaft, — diftant  fix  leagues. 

The  illand  of  Mindoro  at  funfet,  bore  from  North  by  Eaft  half  Eaft, 
to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft  ; our  diftance  from  the  (hore  about  fix 
leagues.  In  the  night  it  was,  as  ufual,  very  tempeftuous,  and  we  ex- 
perienced a very  ftrong  current  againft  us,  which  cauled  fuch  a confufed 
fea,  that  we  were  apprehenfive  for  our  mafts  and  yards.  Early  in  the 
evening  we  had  fhortened  fail,  and  kept  a good  look  out  for  the  ftioals 
that  lie  between  Mindoro  and  the  Calamines.  I11  order  co  clear  them, 
we  hauled  clofe  under  the  fliore  of  the  former  ifland  ; the  channel  be- 
tween Mindoro  and  thofe  fhoals  being  reprefented  as  three  leagues  wide. 
The  fires  appeared  to  be  more  numerous  on  the  declivity  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  were  kept  burning  all  night. 

At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  perceived  the  Calamine  Iflands, 
bearing  South  Weft  to  South  Eaft,  diftant  fixteen  or  feventeen  leagues. 
The  weather  had  alfo  taken  a favourable  turn  ; it  was  become  moderate 
and  pleafimt,  and  we  congratulated  ourfelves  very  much  on  entering  this 
channel  ; as  the  ftrong  Eafterly  winds  might  have  blown  us  to  the 
Southward  andWeftward  of  the  Calamines,  which  would  have  obliged 
us  to  have  bore  up  along  the  coaft  of  Palawan,  and  made  our  entrance 
again  into  the  Sooloo  Sea  very  precarious  at  this  feafon  of  the  year.  We 
now  found  the  advantage  of  keeping  the  fhores  of  the  Philippines  on 
board,  whenever  the  winds  permitted  us  ; but  in  accomplifhing  this  we 
expei ienced  fome  difficulty  from  the  conftant  North  Eaft  and  Eaft 
winds,  which  obliged  us  to  carry  a conftant  prefs  of  fail. 

Captain  Douglas  embraced  this  opportunity  to  inform  us  that  the 
feurvy  had  made  its  appearance  011  board  his  fhip.  The  carpenter. 
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two  of  the  quarter-mafters,  and  fome  of  the  feamen  were  already  ill, — 
others  difcovered  fymptoms  which  were  truly  alarming, — their  legs 
fwelling,  and  their  gums  becoming  putrid.  They  were,  therefore,  im- 
mediately put  on  a diet, — fpruce  beer  was  ordered  to  be  conftantly 
brewed,  and  ferved  in  the  room  of  fpirits, — feveral  balkets  of  oranges 
were  fent  on  board,  whofe  efficacious  qualities  in  this  diftemper  are  well 
known,  and  every  other  antifcorbutic  was  immediately  brought  into 
application,  in  order  to  check  this  early  appearance  of  a diforder,  whofe 
continuance  would  be  attended  with  fuch  fatal  confequences. 

We  very  fenfibly  perceived  the  encrealing  heat  of  the  weather.  On 
leaving  China,  we  had  it  piercing  cold;  and  now,  on  a fudden,  we  felt 
the  oppofite  extreme.  Such  a change,  with  the  heavy  dews  which  fell 
morning  and  evening,  was  a very  unhealthy  circumftance  ; neverthelefs 
we  were  rather  aftonifhed,  that  men  who  had  fo  lately  quitted  the  fhore, 
where  they  had  a plentiful  allowance  of  frefh  provifions  and  vegetables, 
and  who  had  not  tailed  fait  meat  for  many  months,  Ihould  be  attacked 
with  fuch  violent  fcorbutic  fymptoms,  and  at  fuch  an  early  period  of 
our  voyage.  Befides,  we  were  extremely  careful  in  the  diftribution  of 
their  food;  the  fait  provifions  were  always  well  Beeped  ; rice  and  peas 
were  boiled  alternately  every  day  ; tea  and  fugar  were  given  the 
crews  for  breakfaft  ; they  had  a plentiful  allowance  of  water,  and  every 
poflible  attention  was  paid  to  preferve  cleanlinefs  among  them  : they 
were  never  permitted  to  Beep  on  deck,  left  they  Ihould  be  affefted  by 
the  unwholfome  dews  ; and  no  fpirits  were  buffered  to  be  iffued  in  their 
raw  Bate, — a circumftance  of  the  laft  importance  to  all  feamen.  Indeed 
thefe  precautions  Ihould  be  redoubled  with  refpeft:  to  men  who  have 
made  frequent  voyages  to  India,  as  their  blood  becomes,  on  that  ac- 
count, more  liable  to  the  attacks  of  this  moft  formidable  dilorder. 
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We  kept  fleering,  during  the  night,  under  the  fhores  of  Mindoro; 
the  topfails  were  clofe  reefed,  and,  the  weather  being  very  Equally,  we 
frequently  founded,  but  could  find  no  bottom  with  an  hundred  fathoms 
of  line,  though  within  four  leagues  of  the  land. 

This  morning  we  loft  fight  of  Mindoro,  and  at  noon  the  Ifland  of 
Patiay  was  feen  bearing  from  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  South  Eaft,  dif- 
tant  nine  leagues;  the  weather  moderated  with  the  wind  from  the 
North  Eaft.  The  latitude  at  noon  was  i 2°  53'  North. 

The  Ifland  of  Mindoro  is  of  confiderable  extent  ; in  fome  parts  it  ap- 
peared to  be  only  of  a moderate  height,  in  others  very  mountainous,  and 
almoft  everywhere  covered  with  wood.  From  the  numerous  columns  of 
fmoke  which  we  obferved  afcending  both  from  the  vallies  and  the  moun- 
tains, during  the  day,  and  the  fires  that  continued  to  illuminate  the  night, 
there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it  pofleffes  a confiderable  de- 
gree of  population.  Some  parts  which  we  were  able  to  obferve  diftincl- 
ly,  appeared  to  be  truly  delightful  ; they  confifted  of  extenfive  lawns, 
clothed  in  the  fineft  verdure,  watered  with  filver  rivulets,  and  adorned  with 
groves  of  trees,  fo  difpofed,  either  by  art  or  nature,  as  to  form  fcenes 
of  rural  beauty  which  would  adorn  the  moft  refined  ftate  of  European 
cultivation. 

On  the  following  day  we  ranged  up  with  the  Ifland  of  Panay  : the 
latitude  at  noon  was  io°  36'  North;  our  diftance  from  the  land  four 
miles;  and,  which  is  very  extraordinary,  without  being  able  to  find 
foundings  with  eighty  fathoms  of  line.  Numerous  villages  appeared  on 
the  declivity  of  the  hills,  and  the  whole  country  formed  a moft  luxuri- 
ant profpedl.  The  habitations  feemcd  to  be  extremely  well  built,  and 
arranged  with  great  regularity.  The  hills  were  verdant,  and  their  gentle 
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Hopes  were  varied  with  ftreams  of  water  running  down  to  the  plains, 
where  they  flowed  round,  or  meandered  through  well  cultivated  plan- 
tations : — the  whole  forming  pi&ures  of  nature  equal  to  thole  which  we 
had  feen  on  the  preceding  day  ; and  received  every  advantage  from  the 
very  fine  weather  we  now  enjoyed. 

Our  eyes  wandered  over  the  pifturefque  and  fruitful  fcene  now  before 

us,  with  the  mold  fenfible  pleafure.  We  were,  at  times,  within  three 

\ 

miles  of  the  fhore,  which,  near  the  water- fide,  formed  a fine  Tandy  beach 
lined  with  cocoa-nut  trees,  beneath  whole  lhade  we  beheld  the  natives, 
in  great  numbers,  enjoying  a cool  retreat  from  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
fun,  and  bulled  in  the  various  occupations  of  the  day.  We  very  much 
regretted  that  we  had  not  time  to  call:  anchor  here,  in  order  to  have  en- 
joyed fome  communication  with  them.  It  may  not  be  alfo  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  we  did  not  difeover  a fingle  canoe  or  filhing-boat  on  that 
part  of  the  coafi:  along  which  we  palled. 

At  this  time  a mutiny  was  difeovered  on  board  the  Felice  ; which, 
however,  was  fortunately  quelled  by  gentle  means,  even  before  it  had 
communicated  ltfelf  to  the  whole  crew.  But,  in  order  to  ftamp  fome 
degree  of  difgrace  upon  the  bufinefs,  all  the  circumftances  of  it  were 
inferted  in  the  log-book  of  the  Ihip. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  offer  an  opinion,  that,  if  in  long 
voyages,  all  the  particulars  of  the  good  and  bad  behaviour  of  the  crew 
were  defenbed  in  the  log-book  as  they  arofe,  fuch  a regulation  would 
be  attended  with  the  happieft  confequences.  Shame  will  always  be  found 
to  operate,  more  or  lefs,  on  every  man,  whatever  his  rank  or  employ- 
ment of  life  may  be,  who  is  not  abfolutely  abandoned  ; and  to  fuch,  the 
ieveiefi:  punifhment  will  have  no  effedl  beyond  the  fmarting  of  the  mo- 
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meat.  Indeed  I am  firmly  of  opinion,  that  many  a failor,  with  all  the 
hardy  training  of  a fea  life,  and  all  the  infenfibility  attributed  to  a Tea- 
man’s charailer,  would  be  deterred  from  an  improper  conduit,  by  the 
apprehenfion  of  having  it  regiftered  in  the  records  of  the  fhip,  when  the 
temporary  pain  of  corporal  punifhment  would  be  confidered  with  con- 
tempt. 

Indeed  I cannot  but  lament  the  inefficacy  of  the  marine  laws  to  reftrain 
the  unlawful  behaviour  of  failors  on  board  merchant  fhips.  It  is  a real 
difgrace  to  the  firft  maritime  and  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  to 
have  been  fo  long  without  an  eftabliffied  fyftem  of  regulations  to  pre- 
ferve  the  obedience  of  Teamen  in  the  trade  Tervice,  as  well  as  that  in  the- 
navy.  How  many  fhips  have  been  loft,  from  the  licentious,  ungovern- 
able conduit  of  their  crews  ! and  how  many  voyages  rendered  unpro- 
fitable from  the  Tame  caufe.  Neverthelefs,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
efforts  have  been  made  to  prevent  fuch  a manifefl  inconvenience  to  the 
commerce  of  our  country.  Other  nations  have  included  merchant  fhips 
in  the  general  laws  enaited  for  maritime  fubordination  ; and  it  is  of  real 
confequence  to  this  country  to  follow  fuch  a falutary  example,  and  to 
form  a code  of  regulations  that  may  operate  to  keep  in  a due  date  of 
dilcipline  a clafs  of  men  who  are  fo  neceffary  to  the  commerce,  the 
ftrength,  and  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
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CHAR  III. 

Sicknefs  of  the  Sandwich  IJlanders. — Death  of  JVinee  ; her  Character,  &c. — 
Defrudtlon  of  Cattle. — Jjlands  of  Baflan  and  Maglndanao . —'The  Ships  anchor 
off  the  latter. — fhc  Carpenters  and  Party  fent  on  Shore  to  cut  a Mafl , &c. 
— Lofs  of  a China  Man . — Spaniards  fent  on  board  to  compliment  the  Ships . 
— Both  Ships  moor  off  Fort  Caldera, — Behaviour  of  the  Spa  niff  Gover- 
nor.,  &c. 

/\UR  friends  of  Owyhee  had  fuffered  extremely  during  the  paffage 
acrofs  the  China  feas.  Tianna,  in  hisconftant  attendance  upon  Wi- 
nee,  had  caught  a fever,  which,  with  the  humane  anxiety  he  felt  on  her 
account,  confined  him  for  fome  time  to  his  bed.  The  man  from  Nootka- 
Sound,  however,  poffeffing  a very  robuft  conftitution,  bore  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  the  voyage  with  little  complaint ; but  the  poor,  unfortunate 
woman  juftified  our  fears  concerning  her,  that  Ihe  would  never  again  fee 
her  friends  or  native  land.  She  every  day  declined  in  ftrength,  and 
nothing  remained  for  us,  but  to  eafe  the  pains  of  her  approaching  dif- 
folution,  which  no  human  power  could  prevent.  Nor  did  we  fail,  I be- 
lieve, in  any  attention  that  humanity  could  fuggeft,  or  that  it  was  in  our 
power  to  bellow.  She  had  been  for  fome  time  a living  fpedtre,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  February  Ihe  expired.  At  noon  her  body  was 
committed  to  the  deep  ; nor  was  it  thought  an  unbecoming  aft  to  grace 
her  remains  with  the  formalities  of  that  religion  which  opens  wide  its 
arms  to  the  whole  human  race,  of  every  colour,  and  under  every  clime, 
to  the  favage  as  well  as  to  the  faint  and  the  fage.  Tianna  was  fo  much  af- 
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fected  by  the  circumftance  of  her  death,  that  we  were  for  fome  time 
under  very  painful  apprehenlions  left  his  health  might  fuffer  from  the 
feelings  of  his  humanity  on  this  occafion ; as  he  poflefted,  in  a very 
great  degree,  that  delicacy  of  constitution  which  difcriminates  the 
chiefs  from  the  vulgar  people,  and  is  peculiar  to  the  great  men  of  his 
country. 

Thus  died  Winee,  a native  of  Owyhee,  one  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 
who  poflefted  virtues  that  are  feldom  to  be  found  in  the  clafs  of  her  coun- 
trywomen to  which  fhe  belonged  ; and  a portion  of  understanding  that 
was  not  to  be  expedted  in  a rude  and  uncultivated  mind.  It  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  uninterefting  to  mention  the  caufe  of  this  poor  girl’s  de- 
parture from  her  friends  and  country,  which  it  was  her  fate  never  to 
behold  again. 

Captain  Barclay,  who  commanded  the  Imperial  Eagle,  was  one  of 
thofe  adventurers  to  the  coaft  of  America,  who  made  a very  fuc- 
cefsful  voyage.  Mrs.  Barclay  accompanied  her  huSband,  and  Shared  with 
him  in  the  toils,  the  hardships,  and  viciSlitudes  incident  to  fuch  long,  as 
well  as  perilous  voyages  ; but  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  frame,  the 
temper,  or  the  education  of  the  fofter  fex.  This  lady  was  fo  pleafed 
with  the  amiable  manners  of  poor  Winee,  that  She  felt  a defire  to  take 
her  to  Europe  ; and  for  that  purpofe  took  her,  with  the  confent  of  her 
friends,  under  her  own  particular  care  and  grotedlion.  O11  Mrs.  Bar- 
clay’s departure  from  China  for  Europe,  Winee  was  left,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  in  a deep  decline,  to  embark  for  her  country,  with 
the  reft  of  the  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

On  the  morning  of  her  death,  She  prefented  Tianna,  as  a token  of 
her  gratitude  for  bis  kind  attentions  to  her,  with  a plate  looking-glafs, 

and 
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and  a bafon  and  bottle  of  the  fined:  China:  to  thefe  gifts  fhe  alfo  added 
a gown,  an  hoop,  a petticoat,  and  a cap  for  his  wife;  the  reft  of  her 
property,  confifting  of  a great  variety  of  articles,  fhe  bequeathed  to  her 
family ; and  they  were  depofited  with  Tianna,  to  be  delivered  to  her 
father  and  mother. 

Nor  let  faftidious  pride  call  a fmile  of  contempt  on  the  trifles  that  com- 
pofed  her  little  treafure.  They  were  wealth  to  her,  and  would  have 
given  her  a very  flattering  importance,  had  fhe  lived  to  have  taken  them 
to  her  native  ifland.  But  when  we  confider  the  bufferings  of  her  mind, 
on  the  reflection  that  fhe  fhould  never  behold  her  country  again  ; — - 
when  we  fee,  as  it  were,  the  difappointment  of  an  inofFenfive  pride 
preying  on  her  fpirits  ; — when  to  thefe  caufes  of  dejeCtion  are  added  the 
pains  of  incurable  difeafe,  increafed  by  the  tolling  of  the  billows,  and 
the  violence  of  tempeftuous  feas, — humanity  mult  feel  for  thofe  mife- 
ries  which  haunt  every  corner  of  the  earth, — and  yield  a compaflionate 
tear  to  the  unfortunate  Winee  ! 

The  bad  weather  had,  at  this  time,  greatly  reduced  our  flock  of  cattle, 
—there  now  remained  of  our  original  number,  but  one  bull,  one  cow, 
and  one  cow-calf; — all  the  goats,  except  two,  had  perifhed. 

At  funfet,  on  the  fifth,  we  had  almofl  loll  fight  of  Panay  ; Point  de 
NafTo,  the  fouthern  extremity,  then  bore  Eaft  North  Eafl,  diflant  feven 
leagues.  The  weather  was  extremely  hazy,  with  the  wind  from  the 
North  Eafl;  and  we  kept  fleering  during  the  night  to  the  fouthward 
and  eaflward,  under  an  eafy  fail,  for  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the 
ifland  of  Magindanao,  which  we  defcried  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of 
February,  at  day-break,  bearing  Eafl,  feven  or  eight  leagues  diflant  : 
it  appeared  high,  and  very  mountainous.  At  noon,  the  latitude 
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was  70  22'  North,  and  our  diftance  from  the  land  three  leagues.  The 
mountains  jutted  abruptly  into  the  fea  ; and  from  their  fummits  to  the 
water’s  edge,  were  covered  with  wood.  We  were  continually  founding, 
hut  could  find  no  bottom  with  an  hundred  fathoms  of  line. 

It  now  became  a matter  for  our  choice,  either  to  fleer  diredtly  to 
Sooloo,  or  to  the  Spanifh  fettlement  of  Samboingan  ; the  latter,  however, 
was  preferred,  it  being  thought  by  no  means  prudent  to  run  fo  far  to 
leeward  as  the  former.  Befides,  as  it  was,  the  continual  North  Eafl 
winds  made  us  apprehenfive,  that  we  fliould  find  it  rather  a difficult 
matter  to  weather  Jelolo,  or  even  New  Guinea  ; it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  keep  the  fhore  ofMagindanao  clofe  on  board,  and  trufl  to  chance 
to  fupply  our  wants  : we  continued  running  down  the  illand  till  fun- 
fet,  the  fhores  being  bold,  and  no  danger  to  be  apprehended,  as  we 
could  procure  no  ground.  The  Weflern  extremity  bore  South  South 
Eafl  five  leagues  ; and  as  we  thought  it  rather  hazardous  to  run  during 
the  night,  the  fignal  was  therefore  made  to  heave  too  till  morning ; 
when  we  refumed  our  courfe,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a mile  from  the 
fhore.  I11  the  night  we  had  experienced  a Northerly  current. 

At  noon,  the  ifiand  of  Bafilan  was  feen,  bearing  South  South  Weft 
nine  leagues.  Our  latitude  was  70  8'  North.  It  had  a very  fingular  ap- 
pearance, from  a great  number  of  hills  of  a conical  form  ; one  of  which 
terminated  its  Eaftern  extremity,  and  refembled,  in  fhape,  the  cap  of  a 
Chinefe  Mandarin.  It  was  a very  confpicuous  objedl,  being  the  higheft 
of  this  curious  groupe  of  hills.  This  ifiand  lies  near  Eaft  and  Weft  ; and 
feveral  other  iflands,  but  of  much  lefs  extent,  appear  off  its  Weftern 
point. 


About 
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About  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  opened  the  channel  that  feparates 
Bafilan  from  Magindanao.  At  half  pad;  three,  the  Southern  extremity  of 
Magindanao  was  doubled;  and  we  entered  this  channel,  which  appeared 
to  be  of  confiderable  breadth,  with  feveral  fmall  iflands  in  the  rnidd  of 
it.  Our  foundings  were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  fathoms,  over  a 
rocky  bottom.  The  South  end  of  Magindanao  we  edimate  to  lie  in  the 
latitude  of  6°  56'  North  ; the  fhore  was  every  where  covered  with, 
wood,  down  to  the  fea. 

At  half  pad;  four  we  were  mod;  agreeably  furprifed  at  feeing  a fmall 
done  fort  feated  on  the  Magindanao  fhore,  contiguous  to  a dream  of  run- 
ning water,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  South  point.  At  the  fame 
time  a large  village  was  feen  more  to  the  Eadward.  The  enfign  was 
immediately  hoided,  which  very  foon  occafioned  the  Spanifh  colours  to 
be  difplayed  from  the  Fort,  and  we  were  now  no  longer  in  doubt  that 
the  place  was  Samboingan.  It  was  a fquare  building,  with  centry  boxes 
at  each  angle,  covered  with  thatch,  and  the  ramparts  deemed  to  be 
crouded  with  Malayans ; but  on  the  whole  it  had  the  appearance  but  of 
a very  indifferent  fortification. 

The  tide  of  ebb  now  came  drongly  againd  us,  and. the  fignal  was 
made  for  anchoring,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  eleven  fathoms, 
over  a muddy  bottom,  at  the  didance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  fort, 
and  within  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the.  fhore,  which  appeared  to  be 
covered  with  an  impenetrable  wood. 

The  boats  were  immediately  hoided  out,  and  the  carpenters  fent  to 
examine  the  nature  of  the  woods.  We  now  obferved  with  our  glades 
the  Spanifh  colours  flying  on  another  fortification  adjoining  to  the  village, 
and  before  which  two  gallies  were  riding  at  anchor.  About  five  o’clock, 
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a fmall  boat  came  along-fide  us,  with  a white  flag  flying  in  her  bow  ; — 
fhe  was  rowed  by  four  Malayans,  and  had  on  board  three  Spanifh  Padres 
or  Priefts.  At  fir  ft  they  appeared  to  be  extremely  apprehenfive  that  our 
arrival  foreboded  feme  kind  of  hoftility  ; but  being  allured  that  our 
intentions  were  peaceable  and  friendly,  they  accepted  our  invitation  to 
come  on  board,  and  having  taken  fome  refrefhment,  they  returned  to  the. 
village  ; after  having  cautioned  us  not  to  permit  any  of  our  people  to 
ftraggle  into  the  woods,  which  were  infefted  with  Malayans,  who  would 
be  upon  the  watch  to  make  every  kind  of  depredation  upon  us.  In 
confequence  of  this  very  kind  and  important  information,  orders  were 
immediately  difpatched  to  the  Iphigenia,  who  had  anchored  about  a 
mile  from  us,  to  withdraw  her  people  from  the  fhore. 

The  carpenter  returned  about  fix  o’clock,  and  made  a report  that  every 
kind  of  timber  we  wanted,  might  be  procured. 

In  the  morning  an  officer,  with  a ftrong  party,  was  difpatched  with 
the  carpenters  to  cut  down  fome  fpars  for  top-fail  yards,  and  fleering 
fail-booms  for  the  Felice  ; and  orders  were  ifiued  to  the  Iphigenia  to 
fend  a fimilar  party  to  cut  a fore-maft  ; in  the  mean  time,  the  pinnace 
was  employed  in  founding  and  iurveying  the  channel,  which  was  found 
to  contain  great  over-falls,  from  five  to  ten,  and  thirty  fathoms,  at  a 
caft,  with  a very  rocky  ground. 

About  noon  the  carpenters  returned  on  board,  having  procured  a top- 
fail  yard  and  the  booms.  They  had  alfo  felled  a fore-maft  for  the 
Iphigenia.  The  officer  informed  us  of  the  lofs  of  a China-man,  who 
was  fuppofed  to  have  ftrayed  into  the  woods,  and  to  have  been  feized 
by  the  Malayans.  A numerous  band  of  thefe  favages,  well  armed 
after  their  fafliion,  hovered  about  the  place  where  the  carpenters 
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were  at  work,  and  as  we  could  not  procure  any  intelligence  of  this  poor 
unfortunate  man,  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  that  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

At  one  o’clock  a large  boat  arrived  from  the  governor,  who  ref  ded 
at  the  village,  to  compliment  us  on  our  arrival,  and  to  invite  us  to 
an  entertainment  which  his  hofpitality  had  prepared.  The  officer 
who  was  employed  to  bring  this  polite  invitation,  confirmed  the  ac- 
count of  the  priefis  refpe&ing  the  perfidious  charader  of  the  natives  of 
the  ifland  ; and  recommended,  in  the  dronged  terms,  that  we  (hould 
ufe  every  poffible  precaution  when  we  fent  any  parties  on  ffiore.  He 
alfo  informed  us  that  we  might  procure  any  necefiary  timber  with  more 
eafe  and  fafety  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  village,  which  poflefled 
another  advantage  that  might  be  of  great  ufe  to  us, — the  being  walhed 
by  a rivulet  of  very  fine  water.  He  alfo  added,  on  the  part  of  the 
governor,  that  he  (hould  be  happy  to  give  us  every  abidance  in  his 
power. 

It  was,  therefore,  immediately  refolved  that  the  (hips  (hould  moor 
nearer  to  the  village  ; accordingly  at  two  o’clock  the  tide  making  in  our 
favour,  both  (hips  weighed  and  anchored  abread  of  a large  done  fort, 
called  Fort  Caldera,  whofe  b a (lions  were  within  an  hundred  yards  of 
the  fea. 

The  fort  was  faluted  with  nine  guns,  which  compliment  was  imme- 
diately returned.  The  body  of  the  village  bore  North  by  Ead  half  Ead, 
didant  about  a quarter  of  a mile ; the  extremities  of  Magindanao  from 
Ead  North  Ead,  to  North  North  Wed ; and  the  Idand  of  Bafilan 

fiom  South  Ead  by  Ead,  to  South  Wed  by  Wed,  didant  about  twelve 
leagues. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Our  Reception  at  Samboingan. — Friendly  Behaviour  of  the  Governor , tic— 
The  Spanijh  Gallies  cover  our  Parties  while  cutting  a Mafi. — Sicknefs  of 
Tianna. — Goes  on  Board  the  Iphigeni  a. — Cattle , &c.  received  on  Board. — 
The  Governor  vifts  the  Ships,  &c. — The  Felice  prepares  to  put  to  Sea. — 
Lofes  an  Anchor  and  departs  for  America. — Some  Account  of  Magindanao , 
its  Trade , Religion,  Inhabitants , and  Productions. — Agronomical  Obferva- 
tions.  Anchorage , tic. — The  Village  of  Samboingan. — Spanijh  Force  and 
Power. — Riches  obtained  by  the  Governor  of  Samboingan. — Defcription  of  a 
Ball  given  by  him , and  the  Manners  of  the  People. — Nautical  Obfervaiions 
on  the  Paffage  between  the  China  Seas  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean. — 
Danger  of  navigating  the  China  Seas. — Account  of  the  fever al  Paffages  be- 
tween the  two  Oceans,  with  Directions , &c. — Paffage  between  Formofa 
and  the  Philippines . — Bafee  Ifies : — Defcription  of  them. 

THE  Governor  of  Samboingan,  who  was  a captain  in  a regiment  of 
infantry  at  Manilla,  received  us  with  the  greatefl  politenefs,  af- 
fured  us  of  every  affiftance  in  his  power,  and  fupplied  us,  without  hefi- 
tation,  with  whatever  refrelhments  the  ifland  afforded. — He  was  attended 
by  three  priefts,  two  of  whom  were  young  men,  but  the  third  was  rather 
of  an  advanced  age,  and  had  refided  on  that  ifland  during  an  uninterrupted 
courfe  of  thirty  years. 

We  were  conducted  into  the  fort,  which  appeared  to  be  in  a very 
ruinous  ftate,  and  were  regaled,  after  the  Spanifh  fafhion,  with  fweetmeats 

and 
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and  cordials : — a very  handfome  repaft  then  fucceeded,  to  which  the 
major  of  the  country  militia,  and  other  officers  were  invited.  Some  of 
thefe  gentlemen  were  natives  of  Manilla,  and  others  of  Magindanao,  whofe 
complexions  were  fo  dark  as  to  approach  very  nearly  to  the  blacknefs  of 
the  African.  The  priefts  enjoyed,  as  well  as  enlivened,  the  hofpitalities 
of  the  day,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  of  opinion  that  they  were  thrown 
into  that  corner  of  the  globe  to  pafs  their  time  in  penitence  and 
prayer. 

The  rivulet  that  flowed  through  the  village,  after  wafhing  the  walls 
of  the  fort,  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  at  no  great  diftance  from  our 
mooring,  which  afforded  us  a very  convenient  opportunity  of  watering: 
we  accordingly  embraced  the  occafion  to  replace  what  we  had  expended 
of  fuch  an  important  article. 

On  the  ioth,  the  governor  was  fo  very  obliging  as  to  permit  the  two 
gallies,  completely  armed,  to  accompany  the  boats  of  both  the  ffiips,  that 
were  employed  to  convoy  the  carpenters  on  fhore,  to  cut  another  fore-maft 
for  the  Iphigenia  in  the  woods,  the  fir  ft  having  been  found  defeftive,  about 
a league  fiom  the  fort.  About  noon  they  got  under  fail,  and  proceeded 
with  the  boats,  which  were  alfo  well  manned  and  armed.  We  had  been 
allured  that  large  parties  of  Malays  were  always  on  the  watch,  either  to 
commit  depredations  on  the  people,  or  to  carry  off  any  unguarded  ftraggler 
into  flavery,  from  whence  they  feldom  or  ever  efcaped.  We  were  there- 
fore determined  to  be  in  fuch  a ftate  of  preparation  as  to  fee  u re  the  obj’edt 
of  our  little  expedition  from  being  materially^  interrupted  by  them.  About 
nine  the  parties  returned  with  a very  fine  ftick,  without  having  fee n the 
face  of  an  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  the  other  operations  were  proceed- 
ing, and  every  preparation  making  for  the  continuance  of  our  voyage, 
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At  this  place,  however,  it  was  refolved  that  we  fhould  feparate. 
The  Iphigenia  could  not  have  been  ready  for  fea  at  leaft  for  forne  days ; 
and  even  that  period  had  become  an  objeft  of  fome  importance,  from  the 
prefent  advanced  ftate  of  the  year.  The  Felice  was  provided  with  every 
thing  fhe  could  want,  and  we  therefore  prepared  to  leave  Samboingan 
without  any  farther  delay.  > 

Tianna  and  Comekala,  the  man  from  King  George’s  Sound,  were, 
Alice  the  death  of  Winee,  the  only  perfons  of  their  refpeftive  countries 
on  board  the  Felice  ; the  reft  of  them  were  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  to 
which  we  now  configned  the  amiable  chief  of  Atooi,  as  her  courfe  com- 
prehended his  native  iflands. — Comekala  remained  with  us,  as  the  defti- 
nation  of  our  voyage  was  to  his  own  country. 

Tianna  had  been  fo  fenfibly  affefted  by  the  death  of  Winee,  as  to  pro- 
duce a confiderable  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  his  health  : — his  fever  con- 
tinued, and  baffled  all  our  attentions  to  relieve  him.  The  fame  fate  that 
had  feparated  for  ever  his  unfortunate  countrywoman  from  her  friends 
and  native  land,  prefled  home  upon  his  refle&ion. — He  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  felt,  and  fometimes,  perhaps,  expe<fted  that  he  might  hear  no 
more  the  tender  names  of  father  or  of  hufband  ; — that  he  might  fhare 
with  Winee  a premature  grave  in  the  bofom  of  the  ocean. — He  was 
therefore  configned  to  the  care  of  Captain  Douglas,  with  the  hopes  that 
the  remaining  on  fhore  till  his  departure,  with  the  novelty  of  the  fcenes 
around  him,  might  abate  his  diforder,  and  recruit  his  fpirits  with  a fuf- 
ficient  degree  of  ftrength  to  bear  out  the  remainder  of  the  voyage. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  we  received  on  board  four  fine  buffaloes, 
with  grafs  and  plantain  trees  for  them  and  our  other  cattle  : — to  thefe 
were  alfo  added  a quantity  of  lice,  vegetables,  and  fruit,  with  feveral 
* very 
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very  fine  hogs  ; and  it  was  our  defign  to  put  to  fea  without  delay  : but 
the  wind  fp ringing  up  from  the  South  Eaft,  and  the  weather  appearing 
very  gloomy  and  unfettled,  our  departure  was  deferred  to  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

As  we  had  now  an  opportunity  to  make  the  governor  fome  acknow- 
ledgment for  his  very  friendly  attentions,  an  officer  was  difpatched  with 
a mefifage  of  thanks  for  his  kindnefs  to  us,  accompanied  with  an  invita- 
tion to  partake  of  a repaid  the  next  day  on  board  the  fhips,  which  he  very 
readily  accepted.  In  return  for  which  compliment,  he  requeued  our 
prefence  at  a ball  that  evening  ; fome  account  of  which  will  be  given 
when  I come  to  mention  the  Hate,  &c.  of  the  ifland,  and  its  inhabitants. 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  governor  made  us  the  promifed  vifit,  at- 
tended by  the  three  padres,  and  the  major  of  militia  ; and  we  exerted 
ourfelves  to  theutmoll  in  our  entertainment,  to  manifeft  a proper  fenfibi- 
lity  to  the  friendlhip  he  had  fhewn  us.  The  prields  enjoyed  themfelveson 
board  the  Ihip  as  they  had  done  on  Ihore  ; and  joined  in  one  common 
fentiment,  that  nothing  tends  fo  much  as  wine  and  good  cheer  to  anni- 
hilate the  force  of  religious  diftinfitions. — The  governor  and  his  fuite  left 
us  with  the  moll  cordial  expreffions  of  fatisfaflion  at  our  reception 
of  them. 

At  four  o’clock,  the  tide  making  in  our  favour,  with  a frelh  breeze 
from  the  northward,  we  hove  fhort  ; but  had  the  misfortune  to  find 
that  our  anchor  had  hooked  a rock  ; nor  could  our  utmoll  endeavours 
difentangle  it  from  its  hold,  and  heaving  rather  a llrain,  the  cable  gave 
way,  and  we  irreparably  loll  it.  The  flip  was  immediately  got  under 
fail,  and  palling  clofe  to  the  Iphigenia,  Ihe  gave  us  three  cheers,  which  we 
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immediately  returned.  She  had  her  old  fore- maft  out,  and  her  carpen- 
ters were  bufily  employed  in  preparing  the  new  one  on  fliore. 

The  very  fhort  time  we  remained  at  Samboingan  did  not  give  us  a 
fufficient  opportunity  to  acquire  any  other  knowledge  of  this  fettlement 
than  fuch  as  we  received  from  the.general  information  of  others.  But  as 
this  place  is  fo  much  out  of  the  way  of  fhipping  and  commerce,  I {hall 
not  hefitate  to  repeat  the  account  I received  from  the  communications 
of  the  old  padre,  whofe  authority  may,  after  all,  be  confidered  as  of  fome 
reliance,  from  his  very  long  and  continual  refidence  on  this  ifland. 

Magindanao  is  an  ifland  of  confiderable  extent,  being  about  120  miles  in 
breadth,  and  160  in  length,  and  is  blefled  with  a fertile,  luxuriant  foil. — 
The  interior  parts  contain  feveral  chains  of  lofty  mountains,  between 
which  are  extenfive  plains,  where  vaft  herds  of  cattle  roam  at  large  in 
the  moft  delicious  paftures.  Several  deep  vallies  alfo  interfecft,  as  it  were, 
certain  parts  of  the  country,  through  which,  during  the  rainy  feafons, 
vaft  torrents  pour  from  the  mountains,  and  force  their  impetuous  way  to 
the  fea.  The  rains  and  vapours  which  lodge  in  the  plains  diffufe  them- 
selves into  meandering  rivulets,  and  collefting  a variety  of  fmall  ft  reams 
in  their  courfe,  approach  the  fta  in  the  form  of  confiderable  rivers. 

About  the  middle  of  the  ifland  there  are  feveral  lakes  of  no  fmall 
extent,  of  which,  however,  wTe  received  no  other  particulars  than  that 
their  borders  are  inhabited  by  tribes  of  favage  natives,  who  live  in  a 
great  meafure  by  plundering  thofe  who  dwell  nearer  to  the  fea.  Thefe  ’ 
people  confider  themfelves  as  free  and  independent  of  the  fovereign  of 
Magindanao,  are  ol  a fierce,  implacable  nature,  and  wage  continual  war 
with  the  Mahometans,  who  compose  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
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The  fovereign  of  Magindanao  is  a powerful  prince,  and  has  feveral  in- 
ferior chiefs  who  acknowledge  him  as  their  head.  Neverthelefs  there 
are  others  of  them  who  refufe  fubmiffion  to  him,  and  are  confequently 
in  a continual  ftate  of  war;  fo  that  peace,  atleaft,  does  not  appear  to  be 
one  of  the  bleftings  of  this  ifland.  The  Spaniards,  indeed,  afiert  their 
right  to  tire  entire  dominion  of  Magindanao,  but  it  is  mere  after tion  ; for 
though  they  have  thefe  forts,  &C.  on  the  ifland,  it  is  by  no  means  in  a 
ftate  of  fubjedtion  to  their  nation. 

The  city  of  Magindanao  is  fituated  on  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
has  a river  capable  of  admitting  fma.ll  veflels,  and  carries  on  a confiderable 
trade  with  Manilla,  Sooloo,  Borneo,  and  the  Moluccas.  Their  exports 
are  rice,  tobacco,  bees-wax  and  fpices  ; in  return  for  which  they  receive 
coarfe  cloths  of  Coromandel,  China-ware  and  opium. 

This  city  ufed  formerly  to  be  vifited  by  European  veflels  of  fmall 
burthen  ; but  it  was  a confiderable  time  fince  any  of  them  had  been  there. 
The  governor  informed  us,  that  the  Iphigenia  and  the  Felice  were 
the  only  European  fhips  that  had  been  feen  in  thefe  feas  during  a 
courfe  of  feveral  years. 


The  Mahometan  religion  is  profefled  throughout  the  ifland,  except 
by  the  Hilloonas,  who,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  are  governed  by  no 
religious  principles, — pradlife  no  form  of  worfhip, — and  live  in  a ftate  of 
favage  freedom. 
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Thefe  people  are  called  by  the  Spaniards,  Negrcs  del  Monte , or  Negroes 
of  the  Mountain,  on  account  of  their  refemblance  to  the  race  of  Africa, 
both  in  their  perfons  and  manners.  They  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  original 
lords  of  Magindanao,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  Philippines  ; the  Iflade  Ne- 
gros, or  Hie  of  Negroes,  is,  in  particular,  entirely  peopled  by  them,  where 
they  are  at  conftant  enmity  with  the  Spaniards.  The  Mahometan  na- 
tives of  the  ifland  are  a robuft  people,  of  a deep  copper  colour,  and  are 
efteeme’d  intelligent  merchants. 

If  the  Hilloonas  are  believed  to  have  been  the  original  inhabitants  of 
Magindanao,  it  is  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  they  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains to  preferve  their  liberty,  when  they  were  invaded  by  the  Maho- 
metan holds,  which  fpread  like  locufls,  during  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth centuries,  over  the  eaflern  archipelago.  Their  favage  ignorance 
and  barbarous  difpofitions  feem  to  have  become  fo  habitual,  as  to  leave 
them  without  the  leal!  defire,  or,  perhaps,  without  even  the  leafl:  idea  of 
any  fuperior  degree  of  intellectual  nature.  The  miflionaries  whom 
the  zeal  for  infidel  converfion,  fo  well  known-  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  employed  to  preach  Chriftianity  to  thefe  inhuman  people,  were 
inftantly  feized  and  murdered  by  them. 

The  ifland  is  well  wooded  ; many  parts  of  it  towards  the  fea-coaft, 
are  covered  with  impenetrable  forefls  : in  others,  the  woods  are  fcattered 
with  a pleading  irregularity,  contributing  not  only  to  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  but  to  its  comfort  and  convenience,  by  lhading  the  hills  and 
vallies  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.  The  fpecies  of  trees  that  are 
moft  abundant,  are  the  teake,  the  poone,  and  the  larch  ; but  its  molt 
valuable  and  precious  growth,  is  the  cinnamon  tree,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  every  part  of  the  ifland,  and  is  of  a quality  by  no  means  inferior  to 
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that  of  Ceylon.  We  received  famples  frefh  from  the  tree,  that  poffeffed 
a delicacy  of  tafte  and  fragrance  equal  to  any  that  is  brought  from 
thence.  Our  good  friend  the  padre  was  fo  kind  as  to  procure  us  forty 
young  plants  of  the  true  cinnamon  tree,  which  were  intended  for  the 
Sandwich  Iflands. 

The  air  of  Magindanao  is  efteemed  falubrious,  particularly  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  fea.  The  heat  there  is  not,  in  any  degree,  fo  intenfe  as  might 
be  expected,  in  a country  which  is  fituated  on  the  very  verge  of  the  tor- 
rid zone.  I do  not  recoiled!  to  have  feen  the  thermometer  at  more  than 
eighty-eight  degrees,  and  it  was  very  often  fo  low  as  feventy-two.  The 
prevalence  of  the  Easterly  winds  on  that  part  of  the  coafl  which  is 
wafhed  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  renders  the  air  cool  and  pleafant,  the 
trade-wind  blowing  inceffantly  on  its  fhores  . It  adts,  indeed,  with  fo  much 
power  as  to  fweep  the  whole  breadth  of  the  illand  ; and  though  in  its 
palfage  it  lofes  much  of  its  ftrength,  it  retains  a fufficient  degree  of 
force  to  afford  refrefhing  breezes  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weftern 
fhore.  The  interior  parts  are  much  colder,  from  a very  cloudy  at- 
mofphere,  which  frequently  hangs  over  the  fummits  of  the  mountains  ill 
thick  and  humid  vapours. 

The  foil,  which  is  very  exuberant,  is  fuited  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
whole  vegetable  tribes.  Rice  is  produced  in  the  greatefl  abundance  ; a 
pecul,  or  1331b.  may  be  purchafed  for  a Spanifh  dollar. 

The  yam  and  fweet  potatoe  are  cultivated  in  the  higheft  perfection. 
Here  are  alfo  to  be  found  the  cocoa  nut,  pumble-nofe,  mangoes,  the  jack, 
the  plantain,  oranges,  limes,  and,  in  fhort,  every  fruit  that  is  produced 
in  climates  of  the  fame  parallel. — Indeed  nature  has  been  extremely 
bountiful  to  the  inhabitants,  in  producing  for  them  the  great  variety  of 
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tropical  productions,  without  any  demand  upon  their  toil  and  la- 
bour. 

Here  are  alfo  gold  mines,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  confiderable 
value  ; — and  it  may  be  naturally  imagined  that  a knowledge  or  fufpi- 
cion  of  this  circumftance  fir  ft  induced  the  Spaniards  to  fettle  on  this 
ifland  n— -but  as  the  natives  are  ignorant  of  the  art  of  forming  mines, 
they  remain  unexplored  by  them  ; and,  as  we  were  informed,  little,  if 
any  gold  has  been  obtained,  but  what  has  been  wafhed  down  by  the 
autumnal  torrents  from  the  mountains  which  the  Hilloonas  inhabit, 
and  who  are  in  pofleftion  of  thofe  parts  which  are  believed  to  contain  the 
precious  ore, — But  thefe  mountaineers  are  too  numerous  and  refolute  to 
refign  a fituation  they  have  maintained  fo  long,  without  a fevere  and 
bloody  ftruggle,  and  the  Spanifh  power  is,  at  prefent,  far  too  feeble  to 
make  any  attempt  to  diflodge  them. 

Every  part  of  the  ifland  abounds  with  buffaloes,  cows,  hogs,  goats,  See «, 
—It  affords  alfo  great  variety  of  fowls,  and  a fpecies  of  duck,  whofe 
head  is  of  a fine  fcarlet  colour.  Here  are  alfo  a fmall  breed  of  horfes, 
remarkable  for  their  fpirit.  The  natives,  however,  principally  employ 
buffaloes  in  the  various  branches  of  hufbandry  and  agriculture. 

The  people  of  Magindatiao  univerfally  chew  the  betel  and  areka,  but. 
make  a more  moderate  ufe  of  opium  than  any  other  inhabitants  of  the 
Eaftern  feas. 

The  proas  of  the  Malayans  are  numerous  and  powerful ; they  carry 
from  fifty  to  two  hundred  men  ; and  the  confequence  of  their  defultory 
expeditions  is  bloodfhed,  carnage,  and  captivity  to  the  people  of  the 
defencelefs  towns  and  villages  whom  they  furprize,  or  the  unfortunate 
crews  of  veffels  which  they  may  chance  to  capture. 
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The  village  or  town  of  Samboingan  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  a fmall 
rivulet,  which  empties  itfelf  immediately  into  the  fea  ; and  is  agreeably 
fhaded  by  groves  of  cocoa-trees.  The  number  of  its  inhabitants  are 
about  one  thoufand,  among  which  are  included  the  officers,  foldiers,  and 
their  refpeftive  families.  In  its  environs  there  are  feveral  fmali  look- 
out houfes,  erefted  on  pods  of  twelve  feet  high,  in  all  of  which  a con- 
ftant  guard  is  kept ; fo  that  it  appears  as  if  the  Spaniards  were  in  a con- 
tinual ftate  of  enmity  with  the  natives. 

% 

The  houfes  are  built  of  thofe  fimple  materials  which  are  of  very  ge- 
neral ufe  in  the  Eaftern  feas.  They  are  erefted  on  polls,  and  built  of 
bamboo,  covered  with  mats : — the  lower  apartments  ferve  for  their  hogs, 
cattle  and  poultry,  and  the  upper  ones  are  occupied  by  the  family.  Nor 
did  it  a little  excite  our  aftoniffiment,  that  the  Spaniards,  inftead  of 
creating  an  emulation  and  improvement  among  the  natives,  from  their 
own  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  conveniencies  of  life,  ffiould 
infenfibly  fink  into  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  very  people  whofe 
ignorance  they  affefl  to  defpife.  But,  though  their  houfes  have  but 
little  to  boaft,  their  piety  has  produced  a decent  church,  which  is  built 
of  Hone.  The  fort  is  a very  poor  place  of  defence  ; and  is,  as  far  as 
we  could  judge,  in  an  abfolute  flate  of  decay ; for  the  governor’s 
cautious  fpirit  took  care  to  keep  us  from  any  particular  examination  of 
it.  — Towards  the  land,  its  whole  defence  con  filled  of  a fimple 
barrier,  with  two  or  three  pieces  of  cannon.— -To  a very  moderate 
force  indeed,  this  place  would  become  an  eafy  capture.  Indeed,  the 
Felice  and  Jphigenia  might,  without  any  affiftance,  have  rendered 
the  Spanifh  power  very  precarious  in  this  fettlement.  - — The  mili- 
tary force  confifted  of  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
foldiers,  natives  of  Manilla,  in  which  place  alfo,  the  governor  himfelf 
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was  born.  They  appeared  to  be  in  a itate  of  difcipline  by  no  means 
unworthy  of  the  fortrefs  which  they  garrifoned. 

Samboingan  is  the  Botany  Bay  of  the  Philippines,  and  crimes  of  a cer- 
tain nature  are  punifhed  there  by  banifhment  to  this  place. — We  did  not 
fee  any  of  the  delinquents,  but  we  had  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  there  were 
feveral  in  fame  kind  of  clofe  confinement. 

Inconfiderable,  however,  as  this  fettlement  may  appear,  the  governor 
is  fuppofed  to  clear  thirty  thoufand  dollars  in  the  three  years  of  his 
refidence  there.  This  advantage  he  derives  from  furnifhing  the  foldiers 
with  cloathing  and  provifion, — from  gold-duft,  cinnamon,  fpices,  and 
other  contraband  goods. 

The  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  was  governed  by  the  mod:  pleafing  de- 
corum, for  which  they  are  folely  indebted  to  the  civilizing  fpirit  of  the 
old  padre  ; as  his  two  fellow-labourers  in  the  fpiritual  vineyard,  were 
rather  calculated  to  deprave,  than  improve  the  poor  people  committed  to 
their  charge. — Indeed  the  former  was  of  that  amiable,  conciliating  difpo- 
fition,  which  is  fo  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  favage  manners. — 
We  were  equally  furprized  at  hearing  a very  tolerable  band  of  mufic, 
which  was  compofed  of  natives  of  the  country. — It  confifled  of  four  vio- 
lins, two  baffoons,  with  feveral  flutes  and  mandolins.  This  unexpected 
orcheftra  were  acquainted  with  feme  of  the  feleCt  pieces  of  Handel;  they 
knew  many  of  our  Englifh  country  dances,  and  feveral  of  our  popular 
and  favourite  tunes;  but  in  performing  the  Fandango,  they  had  at- 
tained a degree  of  excellence  that  the  mceft  ears- of  Spain  would  have 
heard  with  pleafure.  The  Malayans  poflefs,  in  common  with  other 
favage  nations,  a fenfibility  to  the  charms  of  mufic,  and  are  even 
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The  good  old  pried;  had  alfo  taught  the  greater  part  of  the  town  to 
dance  ; fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  didant  and  unfrequented  fpot,  pof- 
feffed  two  amufements  which  are  the  bed  calculated  to  enliven  the  dull, 
or  footh  the  melancholy  hours  of  life*  On  the  evening  previous  to  our 
departure,  the  governor,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  gave  us  another 
proof  of  his  polite  and  hofpitable  difpofition,  by  preparing  a ball  ex- 
prefsly  for  our  amufement. 

About  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  company  met  at  the  gover- 
nor’s houfe.  The  ladies,  who  were  efcorted  by  a number  of  young  men 
of  Samboingan,  were  drefTed  after  the  manner  of  the  ifland,  which  borders 
on,  as  we  may  fuppofe  it  to  be  borrowed,  from  the  fafhions  of  Manilla. 
It  confided  of  a veil  which  fell  gracefully  to  the  ancles,  and  was  fo  ar- 
ranged as  to  heighten  real  charms,  and  to  make  one  fancy  beauty  even 
where  nature  had  denied  it.  The  arms  alone  were  bare;  but  the  folds 
were  fo  contrived  as  half  to  difcover  the  bofom,  while  the  entire  figure, 
in  all  the  fimplicity  of  nature,  could  not  be  defcribed  as  being  concealed 
from  the  exploring  eye. — Their  ancles  and  wrids  were  adorned  with  brace- 
lets of  gold,  which  gave,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  fomewhat  of  arichnefs  to 
an  appearance  that  was  already  elegant.  Many  of  them  were  extremely 
handfome  ; nor  did  certain  arch  looks,  which  appeared  to  be  habitual, 
though  they  were  heightened  by  the  dance,  render  them  lefs  agreeable. 
The  Fandango  was  performed  in  its  utmod  perfection  ; — the  minuet  was 
not  difgraced  by  their  motions, — -and  Englilh  country  dances,  feveral 
of  which  were  performed  in  compliment  to  us,  have  been  often  exhibited 
with  far  lefs  grace  and  agility  in  many  of  our  bed  ademblies,  than  in 
this  didant  and  remote  corner  of  the  Philippine  Iflands.— -This  amufe- 
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ment  lafted  till  twelve  o’  clock,  when  all  the  company  retired,  with 
every  appearance  of  the  moft  perfect  fatisfadlion. 

For  fuch  means  of  innocent  amufement,  the  people  are  indebted  to 
the  venerable  padre,  who  himfelf  joined  in  the  dance.  Indeed  it  would 
have  been  not  only  to  the  honour  of  Spain,  but  of  the  religion  it  profefles, 
if  fuch  men  had  been  employed,  who,  like  this  amiable  prieft,  could 
make  their  millions  a fource  of  comfort  and  happinefs,  inftead  of  accom- 
panying them  with  that  feverity  of  difcipline,  and  cruelty  of  compullion, 
which  renders  converfion  inlincere  or  mifunderftood,  and  is  in  fuch 
direft  oppolition  to  the  mild  and  benevolent  fpirit  of  Chriftianity. 

The  governor,  however,  with  all  his  civility,  would  not  permit  us 
to  land  any  inftruments,  in  order  to  make  aftronomical  obfervations  ; 
we  were  therefore  obliged,  under  conliderable  difadvantages,  to  take 
them  on  board  the  Ihips. 

The  latitude  of  the  anchoring  ground  was,  by  the  medium  of  feveral 
good  meridian  obfervations,  6°  58'  North,  and  the  longitude,  bytuenty 
obferved  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  taken  by  good  fextants,  1 2,2°, 
28'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  At  this  time  the  flag-half  on  the  fort  bore 
North  half  Eaft,  diftant  half  a mile. 

The  anchorage  before  the  fort  is  foul  and  rocky  : a-breaft  of  the  town 
it  is  much  better ; a fandy  bottom  and  well  flickered,  except  from  the 
South  Weft  quarter,  and  even  then  the  wind  has  not  fufficient  range  to 
produce  a fea,  or  to  be  attended  with  any  circumftance  of  danger. 

It  will  not,  I truft,  be  confidered  as  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this  work, 
if  I interrupt  the  progrefs  of  my  voyage,  for  a few  pages,  to  offer  luch 
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obfervations  and  notices  as  I had  occafion  to  make  on  the  pafl'age  between 
the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean  and  the  China  Teas  ; fome  knowledge  of 
which  courfe,  whether  it  be  purfued  to  the  Northward  or  Southward 
of  the  Philippines,  muft  be  of  confiderable  ufe  to  Oriental  commerce, 
and  be  particularly  effential  to  fhips  that  take  the  Eaftern  paffage  to 
China,  which  is  occafionally  preferred,  particularly  during  a war,  by 
thofe  who  are  bound  to  the  port  of  Canton,  in  the  North  Eaft 
Monfoon. 

Nautical  obfervations  are,  at  all  times,  of  the  greateft  Importance, 
and  we  offer  fuch  as  we  have  made,  to  the  judicious  reflection  of  thofe 
who  may  be  particularly  interefted  in  them.  It  muft,  indeed,  be  con- 
fidered,  that  although  in  the  track  of  the  Felice  and  the  Iphigenia  acrofs- 
the  China  feas,  along  the  Philippines  into  the  Pacific,  no  dangers  were 
vifibletous;  yet  others,  purfuing  this  route,  may  be  lefs  fortunate,  as 
this  very  track  is  generally  defcribed  as  abounding  with  many.  We 
indeed  found  a clear  navigation,  nor  have  we  any  reafon  to  doubt,  but 
that,  with  a proper  degree  of  precaution,  fhips  might  find  a fafe  and 
eafy  entrance  into  the  China  feas  by  Magindanao  and  the  channel  of 
Bafilan- 

The  Eaftern  feas  are  certainly  fet  thick  with  perils,  which,  of  courfe, 
render  their  navigation  exceedingly  precarious  ; nor  are  the  difficulties 
of  it  leffened  by  the  circumftance  that,  thofe  perils  are,  in  a great  degree, 
unknown.  Ships,  indeed,  which  purfue  the  common  track  acrofs  the 
China  feas,  with  the  South  Weft  Monfoon,  have  not  much  to  fear,  if 
they  do  but  make  the  different  iflands  to  procure  frefh  departures. — 
Lunar  obfervations  cannot  at  all  times  be  taken,  a circumftance  which 
fhould  animate  vigilance  and  quicken  precaution  j of  which,  too  much 
cannot  be  exercifed  in  this  arduous  navigation. 
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8.  It  would,  by  no  means,  be  prudent  for  fhips  to  work  up  the  China 
February.  feas  agaliifh  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon  ; and  it  would,  of  courfe,  be  equally 
hazardous  to  work  down  them  during  the  blowing  of  the  SouthWeft.  The 
currents  are  in  fuch  number,  and  withal  fo  various,  that  a fbip  is  im- 
perceptibly hurried  into  the  midft  of  danger,  in  which  the  utmoft 
{kill  and  activity  will  be  feldom  able,  even  in  copper-bottomed  veflels, 
to  efcape  deftruftion. 

It  is  true,  that  there  have  been  examples  of  fhips  who  have  accom- 
plifhed  their  voyage  again  ft  the  reigning  winds  ; but  they  fhould  rather 
be  reprefented  as  extraordinary  inftances  of  good  fortune,  from  having 
efcaped  a variety  of  dangers,  any  one  of  which  might  have  proved  fatal, 
than  be  cited  to  encourage  others  to  purfue  a fimilar  navigation  : for 

befides  the  rifks  of  a voyage,  even  if  it  fhould  be  performed  under  thefe 
circumftances,  the  chances  are  very  much  againft  the  poffibility  of 
doing  it,  when  the  monfoon s blow  ftrong  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

As  fhips,  even  in  the  periodical  winds,  are  expofed  to  dangers,  it  is 
effentially  neceffary  that  they  fhould,  at  all  times,  be  provided  with  a 
couple  of  chronometers  ; by  the  aid  of  which  inftruments  the  pofitions 
of  fhips  may  be  afcertained  ; for  as  they  are  liable  to  flop,  fhould  fuch 
an  accident  happen  to  one  of  them,  the  portion  of  time  elapfed,  may  be 
determined  by  the  other,  particularly  if  they  are  obferved  every  four 
hours,  a circumftance  which  fhould  be  an  objeft  of  the  moft  careful  at- 
tention. Their  regularity  alfo  fhould  be  examined  and  proved  at  every 
place  where  the  fliip  flops  a fufficient  time  to  make  the  neceffary  trial- 

There  are  many  recent  inftances  of  very  fatal  accidents  which  have 
happened  to  veffels,  during  the  regular  monfoons,  from  the  want  of 
thefe  very  ufeful  inftruments. 
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The  flip  Hornby,  bound  from  Canton  to  Bombay,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1788,  in  a gale  of  wind,  fell  in  with  the  ifland  Pula 
Sapata,  in  the  China  Teas,  and  was  within  a moment  of  being  dafhed  to 
pieces.  She  was  fo  clofe  to  the  land,  that  nothing  could  have  faved  her 
but  the  violent  rebound  of  the  furge  from  the  fide  of  a rock  ; when,  by 
being  extremely  alert  in  fetting  fail,  fhe  moft  fortunately  got  round  it. 

A Dutch  flip  in  the  fame  year,  was  loll  on  the  Prata  fiioal  ; her 
crew  was  faved  in  the  long-boat,  and  got  fife  to  Canton. 

In  the  year  1789,  and  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June,  the  (hip 
- Lizard,  bound  from  Bombay  to  Canton,  was  wrecked  on  the  Lincoln 
lhoal.  The  captain  and  feven  men  were  all  which  were  faved  of  her 
crew.  After  undergoing  the  greateft  hardlhips  and  diftrefs  in  a fmall 
boat,  they  arrived  at  Canton. 

The  Argylelhire,  a large  country  flip,  bound  from  Bengal  to  China, 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  fomewhere  in  the  China  feas. 

The  number  of  Spanilh  and  Portuguefe  (hips  which  have  been  loft  in 
thefe  feas  alfo  are  by  no  means  inconfiderable ; fo  that  too  much  vigilance 
and  precaution  cannot  be  employed  in  fuch  an  hazardous  navigation. 

The  (hip  Cornwallis,  of  eight  hundred  tons  burthen,  commanded  by 
Captain  William  Counfill,  failed  down  the  China  feas  on  her  voyage  to 
Bengal,  in  the  month  of  May  1789,  when  it  was  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  South  Weft  Monfoon  was  fet  in,  and  encountered  fuch  a variety  of 
fhoals,  rocks  and  iflands,  that  her  efcape  was  confidered  as  miraculous. 
And  had  fie  not  been  uncommonly  well  appointed,  and  navigated  with 
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fnperior  (kill  and  ability,  in  all  probability  flie  would  never  have  reached 
Bengal. 

As  the  following  Extract  of  a Letter  from  on  board  this  fhip  may 
be  of  confiderable  ufe  to  future  navigators  of  thefe  parts,  no  apology 
can  be  confidered  as  neceflary  for  the  infertion  of  it : 


“ Malacca,  'July  4,  1789. 

“ WE  arrived  here  on  the  27th  of  June,  after  a paflage  of 
<c  forty-five  days,  from  China,  which  we  confider  as  extremely  tedious 
“ for  fo  prime  a failer  as  the  Cornwallis.  In  our  paflage  down  we 
“ had  an  aftoni  filing  fet  to  the  Eaftward : we  could  not  make  either 
“ the  Macclesfield  or  Pula  Sapata.  The  firft  land  that  appeared  to 
“ view  was  on  the  28th  of  May,  bearing  South  Weft  half  South,  diftant 
“ four  leagues,  with  a reef  of  dangerous  rocks  and  breakers,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  the  Andrades,  being  nearly  in  the  latitude  of  them. — 
“ At  half  paft  two,  P.  M.  a flioal  was  fee  11  from  the  deck,  bearing 
“ South  Weft  half  Weft,  diftant  two  miles ; and  at  four,  {landing  to 
“ the  South  Eaft,  we  were  obliged  to  tack  for  another  ftioal,  bearing 
“ South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  diftant  two  miles.  On  the  South  Eaft  end  of 
“ this  flioal,  is  a low  fandy  ifland,  on  which  we  faw  the  appearance  of 
**  a wreck:  the  weather  was  very  fqually  ; during  the  night  we  deemed 
<c  it  prudent  to  ftand  under  an  eafy  fail  to  the  Northward,  fearing  this 
•*  chain  of  flioals  might  extend  more  to  the  South  : the  next  morning 
“ at  day- break,  we  wore  and  flood  to  the  flioals,  and  at  ten,  A.  M. 
“ made  them.  We  were  then  obliged  to  haul  to  the  Eaftward  and 
Eaft  North  Eaft,  till  three  P.  M.  and  thus,  by  degrees,  to  clear 
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“ the  different  fhoals  which  prefented  themfelves  to  our  view;  eleven 
“ of  them  forming  a deep  circle  or  curve,  and  are  backed  to  the  Weft- 
“ ward  by  very  extenfive  branches.  They  appear  to  extend  from  each 
44  extreme,  Eaft  North  Eaft,  to  Weft  South  Weft,  and  about  twenty- 
44  five  miles  in  extent  : and  what  adds  to  the  danger  in  making  them  is, 
44  that  they  are  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water,  which  if  fmooth  and 
44  unruffled,  they  cannot  befeen,  there  not  being  a rock  about  them  but 
44  the  firft.  ' 

44  After  clearing  this  reef,  we  fteered  to  the  Southward  ; and  the  next 
4C  day  found  ourfelves  in  a clear  fea. 

44  On  the  30th  at  noon,  breakers  were  feen  bearing  North  Weft 
44  bv  North,  diftant  eight  or  nine  miles.  This  reef  appeared  to  trend 
44  the  fame  as  the  laft,  and  has  dangerous  rocks  along  the  edge : its 
44  extent  is  about  three  leagues  : when  the  reef  was  feen,  we  were  in 
44  the  latitude  of  8°  47'  North,  by  a good  obfervation  ; and  by  feveral 
44  fights  of  the  fun  and  moon,  the  longitude  was  1140  14',  43"  Eaft, 
44  which  made  us  feventy-two  miles  to  the  Eaft  of  our  accounts.  After 
44  clearing  thefe  fhoals,  we  flood  to  the  South  Weft;  when,  on  the 
44  morning  of  the  4th  of  June,  at  five  A.  M.  a low  fandy  ifland  was 
44  difcovered  with  a rock  on  it:  this  we  faw  very  plain  from  thequar- 
44  ter-deck  ; and  before  we  could  alter  the  fhip’s  courfe,  we  were  within 
44  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  a moft  dangerous  reef  of  rocks,  which 
44  juft  prefented  themfelves  above  the  water.  We  had  a fine  breeze 
44  during  the  night,  and  were  going  five  or  fix  knots  an  hour,  but 
44  fortunately  it  died  away  about  four  in  the  morning  ; fo  that  half  an 
44  hour  more  of  dark,  or  the  continuance  of  this  breeze,  would  have 
44  been  our  inevitable  deftrudlion.  This  reef  trends  North  North  Weft, 
“ and  South  South  Eaft,  and  is  five  miles  long.  Its  latitude  is  70  52' 
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{i  North,  andits  longitude  nearly  1120  32'Eaft.  From  our  providential 
“ efcape,  we  called  the  ifland  Providence  Ifland,  and  the  reef,  Sebaftian’s 
“ Reef. 

“ The  many  dangers  we  have  been  expofed  to,  has  made  it  exceed^- 
“ ingly  fatiguing  : — At  laid  we  made  the  Natumas  and  Anambas,  which 
S(  are  both  egregioufly  miftaken,  both  in  latitude  and  longitude.” 

It  appears  therefore  to  be  advifable  for  {hips  bound  to  China  from 
Europe,  if  they  do  not  reach  the  Straits  of  Sunda  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, to  determine  on  the  Eaftern  paffage,  in  order  to  avoid  the  diffi- 
culties we  have  juft  defcribed  ; for,  though  the  Eaft-India  fhips  Wal- 
pole, Belvedere  and  Walfingham,  arrived  in  China  in  the  month  of 
November,  178 7,  it  is  a rifk  that  can  never  be  juftified  but  by  the  mofe 
urgent  neceffity. 

I 

The  Walfingham  came  up  along  the  coaft  of  Borneo,  and  was  even  fa- 
voured with  a gale  of  wind  at  South  Weft,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Philip- 
pines, but  neverthelefs  efcaped  fuch  dangers  as  no  prudent  man  would' 
wifh  to  re-encounter. — The  Walpole  reached  the  coaft  of  Luconia,  and 
made  a good  paffage,  though  Captain  Churchill  found  it  equally  danger- 
ous ; while  the  Belvedere,  Captain  Greer,,  pufhed  at  once  through  the 
China  feas,  though  the  monfoon  was  fuppofed  to  have  fet  ftrongly  in. 

Thefe  are  inftances  of  good  fortune,  which  are  rather  to  be  confidered 
as  happy  efcapes  from  danger,  than  examples  to  imitate  : — for  it  would 
furely  be  much  more  prudent  to  determine  on  an  Eaftern  paffage,  parti- 
cularly if  Java-head  is  not  reached  by  the  tenth  of  October. 
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Tlie  flraits  of  Balli  or  Allas  may,  in  this  cafe,  be  fafely  palled,  as  Mr. 
Dalrymple’s  charts  are  very  accurate ; from  thence  the  courfe  is  conti- 
nued to  the  Macafifar  Straits,  employing  every  necehary  precaution  on 
account  of  the  iflands  and  fhoals  that  lie  between  thofe  flraits. 

The  flraits  of  Macaffar  are  not  without  dangers,  though  they  are  but 
but  few,  and  well  afcertained ; the  Experiment  and  Captain  Cook 
palled  through  them,  and  made  very  good  obfervations  on  their  palFage** 
The  Experiment,  indeed,  got  on  Ih ore,  and  received  fome  little  damage. 
In  the  North.  Well  Monfoon  there  is  generally  a current  fetting  through 
to  the  Southward;  the  waters  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  Sooloo  Archi- 
pelagobeing confined  here,  form,  in  general,  this  Southerly  drift.  In  the 
palfage  of  the  ftraits  the  winds  are  variable;  but  when  it  is- cleared,  they 
will  be  found  to  the  Ealf  and  Eaft  South  Eafl ; and  there  is  then  little 
or  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  being  able  to  reach  up  under  the  fhore  of  Ma? 
gindanao,  which  is  preferable  to  the  illand  of  Sooloo  : here,  at  times,-, 
the  winds  are  Wefterly,  particularly  in  November  and  December  ; the 
making  Sooloo,  therefore,  would  be  attended  with  difadvantages,  as  the 
currents  and  winds  might  render  it  difficult  to  get  up  to  Magindanao,  in- 
dependent of  a number  of  dangerous  llroals  and  coral  reefs,  that  are 
fcattered  between  Sooloo  and  Bafilan  : whereas,  between  the  head  of  the 
Macallar  Straits  and  the.  South  Eaftern  extremity  of  Magindanao,  there 
is  no  very  imminent  danger. — We  failed  through  this  channel,  between 
Jelolo  and  the  ifland  of  Morotay,  and  re-entered  the  Pacific  ocean  to 
the  Southward  of  this  ifland, 

* Thefe  fhips  were  bound  on  a trading  voyage,  from  Bombay  to  the  North  Weft  coaft: 
of  America,  in  1786. 
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The  currents  here  fet  South  Weft,  and  with  the  wind  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  ; it  is  never.thelefs  very  practicable  to  reach  the  ifland  of  Bafilan, 
and,  of  courfe,  Samboingan,  where  every  neceflary  refrefhment  is  to  be 
procured.  We  then  fleered  our  courfe  to  Sanguir,  and  thofe  fmall 
ifland s which  lie  between  it  and  the  Southern  extremity  of  Magindanao. 
Thefe  iflands  are  tolerably  high,  and  well  wooded,  and  furrounded  with 
no  danger  but  what  is  apparent,  and  therefore  may  be  avoided.  San- 
guir is  well  inhabited,  and  affords  refrefhments  of  various  kinds.  It  is 
alfo  faid  to  abound  in  fpices,  with  which  it  carries  on  a trade  with  Ma- 
gindanao. We  found  Eaflerly  winds  to  prevail  here  with  very  little 
deviation. 

Between  the  iflands  of  Bafilan  and  Sanguir,  there  are  feveral  fmall 
iflets,  which  are  not  laid  down  in  the  charts ; but  we  did  not  perceive 
any  circumflance  of  danger  about  them. 

The  paffage  by  Samboingan  is  certainly  much  more  eligible  than  that 
to  the  Eaftward  of  Magindanao.  Indeed  to  get  to  the  Eaftward  is  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty. — It  coft  us  a great  deal  of  time,  trouble  and 
vexation,  to  reach  only  the  147th  degree  of  longitude  : befides  the  track 
is  flrewed,  as  it  were,  with  perils ; fmall,  low  fandy  iflands,  and  numbers 
of  reefs  of  coral  rocks  are  every  where  vifible,  which,  during  a dark 
night,  would  prove  almoft  a certain  deftrudtion  ; and,  to  encreafe  the 
hazard,  no  foundings  are  to  be  procured,  to  give  any  warning  of  the 
approaching  danger.  But,  even  if  wefuppofe  thefe  rocks  and  flioals  to 
be  cleared,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  tack  before  New  Guinea  is  weather- 
ed ; and,  laftly,  the  courfe  to  the  Northward  is  to  be  confidered  as  lying 
through  thofe  dangerous  iflands,  the  Carolines,  whofe  pofition  has  been 
confidered  as  very  uncertain,  till  it  was  afcertained  by  the  Iphigenia,  as 
well  as  the  contiguous  ffioals ; and,  in  particular,  the  Shoal  Abregoes, 

* whofe 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


55 


whofe  exiflence  was  univerfally  doubted,  but  is  now  found  to  be  placed 
in  the  track  of  fhips  entering  the  China  feas  from  the  Pacific  ocean, 
between  Formofa  and  Luconia. 

If  the  paffage  to  the  Weftward  of  Magindanao  be  preferred,  there  is 
no  danger  to  be  apprehended,  at  lead:,  that  we  faw,  from  entering  the 
channel  of  Bafilan  : in  the  latter,  confiderable  overfalls  will  be  found, 
but  nothing  elfe,  up  to  the  place  of  anchorage  off  Fort  Caldera.  This 
paffage  is  alfo  by  much  the  fhorteft  ; and,  in  our  opinion,  to  be, 
in  every  refpeCt,  equal  to  that  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  exclufive  of  the  very 
important  confideration  of  refrelhing  the  crews  of  fhips. 

On  leaving  Samboingan,  the  navigator  fhould  hug  the  fhore  of  Magin- 
danao clofe  on  board,  as  much  as  poffible,  as  the  wind  will  be  generally 
found  to  blow  off  the  fhore,  which  is  fteep  clofe  to,  and  no  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  it.  The  directions  of  anchorage  are  already  ex- 
preffed  in  the  account  which  has  been  given  of  the  fettlement  of 
Samboingan. 

From  Magindanao,  it  will  be  proper  to  freer  a direCt  courfe  for  the 
South  part  of  the  Ifland  of  Panay  ; — if  the  wind  is  not  very  favourable, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  border  the  coaft  of  the  Ifland  del  Negros  ; nor  is 
there  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  fleering  clofe  to  Panay,  as  it 
has  a very  bold  coaft,  till  the  Weft  point  of  the  Ifland  of  Mindoro  is 
reached  : from  thence  the  courfe  lies  to  the  coaft  of  Luconia,  where 
confiderable  advantage  will  be  received  from  the  currents  which  run  to 
the  Northward,  during  the  period  of  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon,  off  Cape 
Bolinou,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
oftentimes  as  high  as  Cape  Buxadore. 
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The  greateft  precaution  fhould  be  obferved  about  the  period  when  the 
monfoons  change., — a time  to  be  dreaded  above  all  others  in  the  China 
feas  ; — if,  therefore,  (hips  fhould  have  reached  Samboingan  any  time  in 
the  month  of  Cflober,  it'  would  be  extremely  proper  for  them  to  remain 
there  till  the  North  Eaft  Monfoon  is  fet  ftrongly  in.  After  October, 
the  paffage  to  and  from  Manilla  to  China  is  always  certain.  Even  the 
world  of  the  Spanifh  Ihips,  and  they  are  the  moll  miferably  equipped  of 
any  veffels  in  the  world,  work  up  the  coaft  of  Luconia  to  the  height  of 
the  ifland,  alluded  by  the  Northerly  current ; they  then  ftretch  over  to 
the  coaft  of  China,  and  are  certain  of  effecting  their  paffage. 

On  the  whole  it  is  evident,  that  this  route  is  the  fafeft,  as  well  as  the 
moft  expeditious;  and,  at  all  events,  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Weft  coaft 
of  Borneo. 

If  the  Pacific  Ocean  fhould  be  preferred  to  effedt  the  palfage  by 
ftretching  to  the  Eaftward,  and  then  tacking  to  weather  Luconia,  it 
would  be  right  to  ftand  to  the  Eaft  till  the  coaft  of  New  Guinea  is 
weathered,  and  the  150th  degree  of  longitude  is  reached  ; when  it  is 
probable,  that  the  dangerous  groupe  of  iflands,  called  the  Carolines,  will 
be  weathered;  amongft  which  are  included  the  Pelew,  and  other  low 
iflands,  which  are  furrounded  by  reefs  of  rocks  to  a great  diftance,  and  are 
without  any  foundings  to  give  notice  of  danger  in  dark  and  ftormy  nights* 

Between  Magindanao  and  New  Guinea,  there  are  fo  many  clufters  of 
thefe  low  iflands,  as  to  require,  and  almoft  to  baffle  the  utmoft  vigilance 
and  precaution. 


When  to  the  Northward  of  thefe  dangers,  the  Balhee  Iflands  may  be 
made,  feen  by  Dampier,  or  the  Ifland  of  Botol  Tobago  Xima,  feen  by 
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Lord  Anfon  ; but  it  would  be  tbe  beft  way  to  make  the  latter,  exefcifing 
every  poffible  degree  of  attention  to  avoid  the  Abregoes  fhoal,  which  is 
extremely  dangerous.  When  Botol  Tobago  Xima  is  vifible,  one  may 
fleer  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  even  in  the  darkefl  night,  South 
Weft  14  leagues,  when  the  rocks  of  Ville  Rete  will  be  rounded  at  a 
moderate  diftance,  and  the  China  feas  may  be  entered  by  hauling  up  to 
the  Northward  and  Weft  ward.  There  is  a fmall  rocky  iflet,  bearing 
nearly  Eaft  of  Botol  Tobago  Xima,  fome  miles  diftant ; — and  great  atten- 
tion fhould  be  paid  that  the  former  may  not  be  miftaken  for  tfre  latter. 

The  rocks  of  Ville  Rete  are  extremely  dangerous  ; they  form  in  a clufter, 
and  are  furrounded  by  breakers;  the  largeft  of  them  is  about  the  height 
of  a fmall  (hip’s  hull  out  of  the  water  : they  bear  off  the  South  end  of  For- 
mofa.  South  Wefterly,  five  leagues.  We  thought  that,  from  the  mad- 
head,  we  could  diftinguifh  a channel  between  them  and  Formofa. 

The  laft  time  we  made  Botol  Tobago  Xima  it  was  almoft  dark, — the 
weather  ftormy  and  hazy  ; and,  very  fhortly  after,  it  blew  a tremendous 
gale  of  wind  at  Eaft.  We  fleered  South  Weft  15  leagues,  and  hauled 
up  Weft  and  Weft  North  Weft,  and  entered  the  China  feas  at  midnight, 
without  feeing  any  thing  of  Formofa.  The  longitude  of  tliefe  places  is 
laid  down  by  us  from  good  obfervations  of  the  fun  and  moon.  In  this  run, 
the  general  account  muft  be  laid  in  having  a ftrong  current  fetting  to  the 
Weftward,  from  the  moment  a (hip  puts  her  head  to  the  Northward. 

The  land  generally  made  on  the  coaft  of  China  is  about  tbe  Pedro 
Blanco,  or  White  Rock:  from  thence,  within  the  Lema  Iflands,  is  a 
fife  paffage  to  Canton,  and  no  danger  of  any  kind  to  be  apprehended. 
By  this  courfe  the  Prata  fhoal,  whofe  dangers  are  fo  well  known,  is 
avoided. 
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If  a fliip  enters  the  China  feas  by  making  the  Bafhee  Iflands,  her 
paffage  to  Canton  may  be  endangered,  from  the  ftrong  Southerly  cur- 
rents at  that  feafon.  This  paffage,  therefore,  is  not  fo  fecure  as  the 
former,  particularly  as  the  Spaniards  have  feized  thefe  iflands,  and 
eflablifhed  a force  on  them,  though  at  prefent  of  no  great  ftrength  or 
power. 

The  Bafliee  Iflands,  however,  are  bold  and  fafe; — we  were  here  in 
1 786,  and  procured  refrefliments.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the 
Spaniards  have  taken  pofleffion  of  them.  But  fo  it  is  ; and  a governor  re- 
fides  on  Grafton  Ifle,  with  about  an  hundred  foldiers,  feveral  officers,  a 
few  priefts,  and  five  or  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  which  are  mounted  before  his 
houfe  ; but  without  fortification  or  defences  of  any  kind. 

Our  flay  at  thefe  iflands  was  fo  fhort,  as  not  to  afford  us  an  opportu- 
nity of  attaining  any  thing  but  a very  general  information  concerning 
them  ; but,  as  very  few  fhips  have  ever  been  known  to  vifit  the  Bafliee 
iflands,  it  may  not  only  fatisfy  curiofity,  but  be  of  ufe  to  the  Oriental 
navigation,  to  offer  fuch  intelligence  as  we  poffefs  from  our  own  obfer- 
vation,  or  the  information  of  others. 

Thefe  iflands,  which  are  fituated  between  Formofa  and  Luconia,  are 
five  in  number, — befides  four  fmall  rocky  iflets,  which,  however,  are 
covered  with  verdure.  Dampier  gave  the  following  names  to  the  five 
larger  of  them  : Grafton  Ifland,  which  is  the  moft  confiderable, — Mon- 
mouth Ifland,  which  is  the  next  in  fize, — Goat  Ifland,  Orange  Ifland, 
and  Bafliee  Ifland,  which  are  much  fmaller  than  the  two  former.  They 
are  inhabited  by  a race  of  flrong,  athletic  men,  who  have  been  hitherto 
happy  in  a foil  that  produced  every  thing  neceffary  for  their  fupport  and 
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comfort : — But  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  happinefs  thefe  people  pof- 
feffed  will  find  any  addition  from  the  yoke  of  Spain, 

Orange  Ifland  lies  North  and  South,  and  is  almofl  inacceffible  on 
every  fide  : it  is  entirely  flat  at  the  top  : at  the  diflance  of  four  leagues, 
on  approaching  it  from  the  China  feas,  the  peak  on  Grafton  Ifle  is  very 
difcernable  over  this  high  flat.  We  fhould  fuppofe,  that  the  ifland  is 
fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

On  the  North  of  this  ifland,  are  four  rocky  ifles,  called  An  foil’s  Rocks  ; 
two  of  them  are  within  three  miles  of  the  North  end  of  the  ifland. — We 
entered  this  paffage  and  dilcovered  no  danger  : a large  fhip  might  even 
brufli  her  fides  againft  Orange  Ifland.  The  other  two  fland  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  former,  and  from  that  paffage  which  Lord  Anfon  made 
in  the  Centurion. 

Grafton  Ifland  is  fituated  to  the  Eafi:  of  Orange  Ifland  ; Hands  nearly 
North  and  South,  is  of  confiderable  extent,  being  about  thirteen  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  has  a good  anchorage  on  the  Weftern  fide.  About 
two  miles  to  the  Southward  of  the  town  where  the  governor  refides,  is  a 
fmall  fandy  bay,  where  we  anchored  in  nine  fathoms,  about  half  a mile 
from  the  fhore  ; the  foundings  gradually  decreafing  from  forty  fathoms 
to  nine  fathoms  ; but  the  bank  does  not  run  off  more  than  two  miles. 
The  latitude  of  the  fhips  pofition  was  2o°  36'  North,  and  longitude,  by 
obfervation  of  fun  and  moon,  1220  Eafl:  of  Greenwich. 

The  appearance  of  this  ifland  is  extremely  beautiful  and  luxuriant  ; 
and  the  fupplies  we  received  very  well  anfwered  to  the  charming  fcene 
of  their  production.  The  natives  brought  us  abundance  of  the  finefl: 
yams  in  the  world,  with  fugar  cane,  taro  root,  plantain  and  other  vege- 
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tables  r we  alfo  received  hogs  and  goats  in  great  plenty,  but  very  little 
poultry.  Iron  was  the  favourite  commodity  of  thefe  people,  though 
beads,  at  times,  feemed  to  pofifefs  an  equal,  if  not  fuperior  value. — 
Indeed,  face  the  Spaniards  have  polfeffied  themfelves  of  thefe  iflands, 
money  as  well  as  iron  are  in  ufe  among  them-  In  the  time  of  Dampier, 
beads  were  the  only  medium  of  their  commerce.  We  left  the  governor 
a breed  of  Bengal  ffieep,  which,  when  put  on  fhore,  roamed  in  a clover 
pafture,  and  on  a foil  of  exuberant  fertility.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  thofe  animals  will  thrive  in  their  new  abode,  and  that  future 
navigators  flopping  at  thefe  iflands,  will  meet  with  a plentiful  fupply. 

The  water  on  the  ifland  is  very  fine,  in  great  abundance,  and  clofe  to 
the  beach;  a fmall  refervoir  being  formed  there,  which  is  fupplied  by 
a rivulet  that  flows  from  the  mountains. 

A Spanifh  force  arrived  at  thefe  iflands  fome  time  in  the  year  1783, 
to  take  poffeffion  of  them  ; with  what  view  it  is,  by  no  means,  difficult 
to  conjecture,  when  it  is  known  that  they  were  fuppofed  to  contain 
mines  of  gold.  We  certainly  faw  a confiderable  quantity  of  gold  dull 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  natives,  and  feveral  fmall  pieces  which,  in  all 
probability,  had  been  waffied  down  by  the  torrents  from  the  mountains, 
and  found  in  the  beds  of  the  rivulets  with  which  thefe  iflands  abound. — 
Thefe,  fome  of  which  wepurchafed,  were  manufactured  into  thick  wire, 
and  worn  as  ornaments  in  their  ears,  or  about  the  necks  of  the  children. 

They  are  well  inhabited  by  a race  of  inoffenfive  people,  whofe  chief 
delight  confifts  in  drinking  a liquor  called  baffiee,  which  is  diftilled 
from  rice  and  the  fugar  cane.  In  the  evening,  men,  women  and  children 
meet  in  crowds  on  the  ffiores,  with  torches  in  their  hands,  and  drink 
baffiee  till  they  are  intoxicated,  when  they  engage  in  dancing,  and  difplay 
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every  mark  of  fatisfa&ion  and  contentment.  It  is,  however,  very  much 
to  be  feared  that  thefe  iflanders  muft  have  already  found  a mortifying 
interruption  to  their  feftive  pleafures,  from  the  tyranny  and  bigotry 
of  Spanifh  dominion. 

The  weather  in  the  South  Weil;  Monfoon  is  extremely  tempeduous  ; 
and  when  gales  of  wind  blow  here,  they  are  of  the  mod  dormy  and 
violent  nature. 

The  currents  and  tides  run  rapid  and  drong,  particularly  along  the 
Southernmod  of  thefe  iflands,  all  of  which  are  low  ; it  is  neceflary, 
therefore,  that  fhips  fhould  give  them  a good  birth  in  their  paflage 
between  thefe  iflands  and  Formofa. 
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Departure  of  the  Felice  from  Satnboingan . — Pafs  the  Felice' s files. — 
Mention  of  the  Orders  and  Inf  ructions  given  by  the  Merchants  Proprietors 
for  performing  the  Voyage. — Extraordinary  Change  in  the  Temper  of  the 
Buffaloes  received  on  board. — Pafs  the  Ifand  of  Magindanao. — Rapidity 
cf  the  Currents. — Ffcape  the  Ifand  of  Providence. — Pafs  the  T a lour 
Iflands.  — Ifand  of  Sanguir.  — See  the  North  Cape.  — lmpoffibility  of 
Weathering  it. — Invariablenefs  of  the  Trade  Winds  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. — 
Bear  up  to  Leeward  of  the  North  Cape. — Pafs  the  Ifand  Riou. — 
The  Channel  between  Morintay  and  the  Ifand  of  fielolo . — Fragrance  of 
the  Air. — Pafs  the  Southern  Extremity  of  Morintay. — Reach  the  Sea. — 
The  Latitude  of  Morintay  afcertained. 

ON  the  1 2th  of  February,  at  day  break,  we  had  loft  fight  of 
Samboingan,  and  purfued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft  of  Magindanao  : 
the  latitude  at  noon  was  6°  34'  North,  and  the  extreme  part  of  the 
ifland  in  fight,  bore  Weft  North  Weft,  diftant  twelve  leagues.  The 
ifland  of  Bafilan  bore  from  South  Weft  by  South,  to  Weft  North  Weft 
four  leagues : in  this  pofition  the  hill  we  have  already  mentioned, 
as  refembling  a Mandarin’s  cap,  was  very  confpicuous. 

We  obferved  two  fmall  iflands  fituated  between  Magindanao  and 
Bafilan,  bearing  North  by  Eaft,  diftant  four  miles  : they  were  not  of 
any  great  extent,  but  entirely  covered  with  wood.  As  they  bore  no 
place  on  the  charts,  they  were  named  Felice’s  Ifles. 
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A confiderable  current  had  fet  us  during  the  night  to  the  North  1788. 
Eaft;  the  wind  blew  frelh  from  the  Northward  and  Southward,  and  FEBK-UAin' 
at  funfet  we  could  but  juft  difcern  the  ifland  of  Magindanao. 

Previous  to  our  departure  from  Samboingan  and  feparation  from  the 
Iphigenia,  the  orders  and  inftru&ions  marked  Number  II.  in  the 
Appendix,  were  delivered  to  Captain  Douglas,  for  the  guidance  of  his 
future  conduct.  Thofe  marked  Number  I.  were  delivered  by  the 
merchants  proprietors  before  our  departure  from  China.  Thefe  in- 
ftruCtions  contain  at  large  the  motives  to,  and  real  objects  of,  the 
voyage ; and  it  will  not  furely  be  erring  from  the  truth,  if  it  is  aflerted, 
that  they  do  not  contain  a {ingle  expreffion  inconfiftent  with  that  huma- 
nity, or  derogatory  of  thofe  principles  which  it  is  the  honour  of  Britifh 
merchants  to  adopt,  in  conducing  their  commerce  in  the  different  quar- 
ters of  the  globe.  Thefe  orders  and  inftru&ions  may  be  faid,  without 
any  fear  of  contradiction,  to  breathe,  in  every  part  of  them,  that  fpirit 
of  benevolence  and  juft  ice,  and  to  contain  thofe  honed;  incitements  to  in- 
duftry,  which,  in  whatever  part  of  the  habitable  earth  they  are  exerted  or 
employed,  mult  ultimately  tend  to  the  honour  of  humanity,  and  the 
advantage  of  our  country. 

On  the  13th,  we  continued  our  courfe,  with  light  and  variable  winds  ; Wedncfdayij 
the  weather  fultry  and  cloudy.  By  fix  in  the  evening,  we  had  loll  fight 
of  the  South  Weftern  extremity  of  Magindanao  ; off  which  we  had  per- 
ceived an  ifland  of  a remarkable  appearance,  that  wore  the  form  of  a 
mountain,  whofe  fides  {helved  almoft  perpendicularly  to  the  fea. 

During  the  night  we  had  heavy  rain ; — our  courfe  was  to  the  Southward 
and  Eaftward  ; toclofe  in  with  the  South  Eaft  end  of  Magindanao,  which, 
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on  the  following  morning,  we  had  considerably  neared ; when  we  found  it 
to  be  high  and  mountainous,  and  entirely  covered  with  wood  from  the 
fea  to  its  fummit.  We  frequently  founded,  but  procured  no  ground 
with  one  hundred  fathoms  of  line.  The  latitude  at  noon  was  6°  2'  North, 
at  four  P.  M.  the  extreme  point  of  Magindanao  in  view,  bearing  Eaft 
half  North,  diftant  eight  leagues ; we  hauled  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft  to 
double  the  Southern  extremity. 

• • 

An  extraordinary  change  now  took  place  in  the  fpirit  and  temper  of 
the  buffaloes  which  we  had  received  on  board  at  Samboingan.  They  were 
fo  extremely  wild  and  fierce,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  and  fome 
danger  we  were  able  to  embark  them  ; and  fo  dexterous  are  they  in  the 
management  of  their  horns,  that  even  the  natives  did  not  venture  to 
approach  them  in  their  new  fituation.  But  the  natural  ferocity  of  their 
nature  feemed  at  once  to  abandon  them,  and  they  were  already  become 
fo  tame  as  to  eat  out  of  the  hand,  and  were  adtually  much  lefts  vicious 
than  our  other  cattle. 

On  this  morning,  we  found  that  a confiderable  current  had  fet  us  to 
the  Southward  of  Magindanao.  It  bore  from  us  North,  diftant  about 
1 1 leagues  : the  Southern  extremity  formed  an  high  promontory,  which 
wore  the  appearance  of  an  ifland. 

We  now  congratulated  ourfelves  on  entering  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean  with  fo  little  trouble  ; but  this  fatisfaflion  was  very  much  di- 
minished from  the  unfavourable  ftate  of  the  wind,  which  we  found  to 
blow  from  Eaft  North  Eaft.  The  latitude  at  noon  was  40  58'  North, 
and  the  longitude  126°  36'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  At  this  time  we  per- 
ceived two  Small  iftands,  bearing  South  South  Eaft,  diftant  five  leagues; 
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and  the  promontory  of  Magindanao  was  yet  in  fight,  bearing  North,  1788. 

vr,  , February. 

diftant  13  leagues. 

The  current  now  fet  us  fo  ftrongly  to  the  Southward,  that  we  could 
not  weather  the  two  little  ifles  feen  in  the  South  South  Eaft ; and  per- 
ceiving a clear  channel  between  them  of  a mile  and  an  half,  we  deter- 
mined to  pufh  through  it.  Thefe  iflands  are  lofty,  and  covered  with 
wood.  From  the  North  and  South  points  of  the  Northernmoft  ifland, 
there  runs  a fpit  of  land  for  half  a mile  ; and  fome  detached  rocks  from 
the  Northernmoft  point,  at  about  a mile  diftance  : on  thefe  rocks  we 
obferved  a few  fcattered  trees,  which  render  them  very  remarkable. 

When  in  mid-channel  between  the  iflands,  we  founded,  and  had  fixty 
fathoms,  with  white  and  red  ‘(hells.  We  had  fcarce  paffed  through, 
when  the  Southernmoft  ifland  opened  into  two  diftindt  ones,  with  the 
appearance  of  a channel  between  them.  At  the  fame  time,  we  faw  another 
ifland,  bearing  Eaft  South  Eaft,  diftant  four  leagues,  which  was  alfo 
covered  with  wood  ; and  from  the  maft-head  we  difcerned  a dangerous 
fhoal  and  reef  of  rocks,  which  extend  near  three  miles  from  its  South 
End,  and  are  very  remarkable  from  their  whitenefs.  Another  ifland 
appeared  on  the  lee-beam  bearing  South  South  Eaft,  diftant  eight 
leagues;  and,  in  this  pofition,  the  promontory  of  Magindanao  bore  Eaft 
North  Eaft,  diftant  18  or  20  leagues. 

Our  fituation  differed,  at  this  time,  from  every  chart  in  our  poffef- 
fon  ; it  became  neceffary,  therefore,  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  pre- 
caution through  this  archipelago.  The  North  Cape  on  the  Ifland  of 
Morintay,  by  our  account,  bore  Eaft  North  Eaft  134  miles;  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Northern  extremity  of  New  Guinea,  South  Eaft, 

470  miles.  The  wind  kept  fteadily  to  the  Eaft  North  Eaft  ; and  as  we 
palled  thofe  iflands,  we  found  ourfelves  drifted  alrnoft  bodily  to  leeward 
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1788.  by  a rapid  Southerly  current.  Such  a continuation  of  unfavourable  cir- 
Fkbkuahv.  cumftances  left  us  no  very  flattering  profpedt  of  being  able  to  weather  the 
North  Cape  ; befldes,  we  were  not  without  apprehenfions  that  we  fhould 
be  obliged  to  bear  away,  and  run  through  fuch  a dangerous  clufter  of 
iflands  as  the  Moluccas ; a navigation  which  is  confldered  as  the  moft 
dangerous  in  the  Indian  feas.  We  were  not,  however,  without  lome 
expectations,  that  the  near  vicinity  of  the  Sun  to  the  I/me  would  produce 
fome  abatement  of  the  influence  of  the  North  Eaft:  Monfoon.  But,  after 
all,  taking  both  the  favourable  and  unfavourable  circumftances  in  a 
proper  point  of  view,  with  the  dark  and  tedious  nights,  the  courfe  before 
us  could  not  be  confldered  but  as  replete  with  difficulties  and  perils, 
both  of  which  mud  be  greatly  augmented,  if  tempeftuous  weather 
fliould  unfortunately  overtake  ns. 

The  current,  like  a vaft,  but  fteady,  rapid  ftream,  fwept  us  bodily  to 
leeward  : — it  ran,  at  leaft,  three  miles  an  hour  ; and  we  had  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  ran  much  ftronger  as  it  approached  the  Straits 
of  Macaflar.  Indeed,  it  fwept  us  away  fo  much,  that  we  were  not  able 
to  reach  the  ifland  feen  in  the  South  Eaft  by  Eaft  quarter,  by  five  leagues. 

During  the  night  of  the  15th,  we  had  a great  deal  of  wind,-  but  the 
fea  was  uncommonly  fmooth  ; a certain  fign  that  we  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  fome  great  body  of  land-.  We  kept  fleering  to  the  South  Eaft  by 
Eaft,  w’ith  a fteady  gale  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward.  The  courfes 
were  hauled  up  in  the  brails,  in  order  to  fee  more  diftin&Iy,  and  to 
be  in  a ftate  of  preparation  to  haul  upon  either  tack,  to  avoid  any 
immediate  or  prefling  danger.  Thefe  precautions  proved  to  be  extremely 
neceflary  ; for  about  midnight  we  di (covered,  by  the  light  of  the  moon, 
that  we  were  clofe  to  an  ifland,  covered  with  a white  find,  and  almoft 
on  a level  with  the  water.  We  very  fortunately  perceived  this  dangerous 
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object,  near  half  a mile  from  us  ; and  had  fuffifient  time  to  put  the  helm 
a weather,  and  bear  up  to  leeward.  We  then  founded,  but  found  no 
ground  with  an  hundred  fathoms  of  line.  We  continued,  however,  to 
give  it  a good  birth  until  two  in  the  morning,  when  we  loft  fight  of  it, 
and  then  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft,  with  a frefh  gale 
from  the  North  Eaft. 

Thefe  low,  fandy  ifiands,  which  are  fcattered  every  where  near  the  Line, 
render  the  navigation  of  thofe  parts  of  a very  perilous  nature.  No 
foundings  can  be  obtained  to  warn  the  navigator  of  the  approaching 
danger  : lo  that  in  a dark  night  no  vigilance  or  precaution  is  fufficient  to 
fecure  him  from  the  imminent  hazard  of  deftruction. 

At  fun-rife,  land  appeared,  extending  from  North  Weft  to  Weft,  at 
the  diftanceof  16  leagues.  The  fmall,  low,  fandy  iflet  feen  in  the  night, 
we  judge  to  lie  in  the  latitude  of  40  1'  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
1270  1 o'  Eaft,  to  which  we  gave  the  name  of  Providence  Iflaud.  At 
noon,  the  latitude  was  30  32'  North.  During  the  laft  twenty-four 
hours,  we  experienced  a current  that  fet  the  flip  thirty-three  miles  to 
the  Southward.  The  longitude  was  1270  58'  Eaft.  Land  was  now  feen 
in  almoft  every  diredtion,  extending  from  Eaft  North  Eaft  to  Weft  North 
Weft  ; and,  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward,  appeared  broken  and  de- 
tached, as  if  compofed  of  a groupe  of  ifiands.  The  Weftward  land 
was  diftant  from  us  about  15  leagues. 

At  fun-fet,  the  body  of  the  windward  ifles  bore  North  North  Eaft,  at 
the  diftance  of  14  leagues.  Our  ppfition  was  now  extremely  doubtful; 
nor  could  we  reconcile  it  to  any  of  the  charts  on  board.  We  were, 
indeed,  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  the  land  to  the  North  North  Eaft  con- 
fined of  thofe  ifiands  named  the  1 Talour , and  the  land  to  the  Weftward 
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the  Ifland  of  Sanguir.  I£  our  conjefrurts  were  right,  the  currents  muft 
have  acled  on  us  with  great  force  in  fetting  us  to  the  Southward  ; and 
it  now  became  a matter  of  painful  uncertainty  if  we  fhould  be  able  to 
weather  the  North  Cape ; which  was  an  objeft  of  the  utmoft  importance. 

We  had,  indeed,  flattered  ourfelves,  that,  on  our  approach  to  the  Line, 
we  fhould  have  experienced  variable  winds  ; "but  hitherto  the  wind  hood, 
as  it  were,  immovably  to  the  Eaft;  nor  did  it  feem  inclined  to  give  us 
a point  of  advantage.  Our  prefent  fituation,  therefore,  as  well  as  our 
future  profpedl,  was  clouded  with  uncertainty;  and  the  chance  was  but 
too  probable  that  we  fhould  be  driven  to  leeward  of  Jelolo,  and  confe- 
quently  be  forced  to  encounter  a navigation  of  the  mofl  difficult  nature. 

We  were  fully  convinced,  that,  if  the  North  Cape  could  not  be 
weathered,  a paft'age  muft  be  attempted  through  the  Moluccas,  to  the 
Southward  of  Jelolo,  where  there  was  good  reafon  to  expedt  that  we 
fhould  meet,  if  not  the  North  Weft  Monfoon,  at  leaft  with  luch  variable 
winds  as  would  allow  us  to  re-enter  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean  by  Pitt’s 
Straits  ; but  even  then,  it  was  by  no  means  certain,  whether  we  fhould 
be  able  to  weather  the  coaft  of  New  Guinea;  nor  could  we  refledt, 
without  extreme  mortification,  on  being  obliged  to  run  down  its  Weftern 
coaft,  and,  by  Endeavour’s  Straits,  to  reach  the  Southern  Ocean  ; as 
fuch  a courfe,  during  which  the  long  and  dark  nights  would  continually 
obftrudt  and  delay  our  progrefs,  muft,  in  the  end,  totally  defeat  the 
purpofe  of  our  voyage. — On  the  other  hand,  if  we  flood  to  the  North, 
in  order  to  beat  round  New  Guinea,  againft  a ftrong  monfoon,  there 
was  every  reafon  to  believe  that  we  fhould  fail  in  our  purpofe  : in- 
deed, we  found  it  neceftary  to  give  it  up,  from  the  evident  impofiibility 
of  eftedling  it,  without  a great  wafte  of  that  time  of  which  we  had  fo 
little  to  fpare.  Thefe  difficulties  were  of  a nature  not  eafily  to  be  over- 
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come;  and  the  event  proves  how  narrowly  we  efcaped  from  encountering 
the  very  obftacles  which  our  apprehenlions  had  placed  before  us. 

During  the  night  of  the  16th,  we  continued  fleering  to  the  Eaft 
South  Eaft  under  a prefs  of  fail.  The  moon  fhone  clear  and  bright, 
fo  that  any  danger  round  the  horizon  would  have  been  readily  dif- 
cerned. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  land  was  feen  a-head,  bearing  in  the 
direction  of  Eaft,  at  the  didance  of  12  leagues;  and  to  leeward,  land  was 
alfo  feen  bearing  South  South  Weft.  The  latitude  at  noon  was  20  4.0' 
North.  The  North  Cape  now  bore  from  us  Eaft,  Northerly,  at  the 
diftance  of  14  leagues.  The  wind  blew  fteadily  from  the  North  Eaft 
and  Eaft  North  Eaft,  with  a ftrong  Southerly  current. 

We  continued  doling  in  with  the  North  Cape,  in  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving the  advantage  of  a land  wind  ; when,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  being 
within  two  miles  of  the  illand  of  Morintay,  we  were  obliged  to  tack 
and  ftand  to  fea  for  the  firft  time. — We  could  not  find  any  foundings 
with  an  hundred  fathoms  of  line. — But  although  we  were  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  fall  to  leeward  of  the  North  Cape,  we  were  determined 
not  to  relax  in  our  endeavours,  till  we  were  convinced  of  the  impractica- 
bility of  weathering  it;  and  it  was  with  this  view  we  tacked  and 
flood  to  fea. 

By  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  again  clofe  in  with  the 
illand  of  Morintay,  having  tacked  at  midnight  for  the  Ihore  ; but 
neither  at  fea,  or  dole  in  with  the  land,  were  we  fo  fortunate  as  to 
experience  any  alteration  of  the  wind  in  our  favour.  We  had  alfo  the 
moi tification  to  obferve,  that  the  Southerly  currents  had  fet  us  during 
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the  night,  bodily  to  leeward  of  the  pofition  we  had  occupied  on  the 
preceding  evening.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  20  35'  North,  and  we 
had  entirely  loft  light  of  the  North  Cape,  which  now  bore  Eaft  by  North, 
diflant  17  leagues,  immediately  in  the  wind’s  eye. 

The  impracticability  of  effecting  our  objeCt  was  now  become  fo  ap- 
parent, as  to  embarrafs  our  fituation  with  a choice  of  difficulties.  We 
difcovered,  however,  a narrow  channel  between  a fmall  ifland,  bearing 
South  South  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues,  and  the  ifland  of 
Morintay.  Jelolo  was  alfo  very  difcernible  ; the  Northernmoft  point  of 
which  bore  South  Weft,  diltant  only  13  leagues.  Between  this  point 
and  the  ifland  we  have  juft  mentioned,  there  appeared  an  extenlive 
channel;  we  had,  therefore,  no  other  alternative,  but  to  make  our  paffage 
through  it,  and  round  the  Southern  extremity  of  Morintay,  without 
rifking  any  more  of  our  time,  which  was  now  fo  precious,  in  fruitlefs 
endeavours  to  weather  the  North  Cape  againft  winds,  currents,  and  lea. 

We  were  perfectly  aware,  that,  having  once  entered  upon  this  courfe, 
there  would  be  no  poffibility  of  returning;  as  well  as  that  it  might  en- 
tangle us  in  the  fhoals  of  Jelolo  and  the  deep  gulph  of  Chiauw,  which 
is  alfo  filled  with  fhoals  and  fhallows,  and  into  which  the  monfoon  per- 
petually blows,  backed  by  conftant  currents.  Such  a combination  of 
circumftances  were  more  than  fufficient  to  convince  us,  that  in  profe- 
cuting  our  prefent  defign  we  muft  be  governed  by  an  unremitting  perle- 
verance.  Accordingly,  at  noon,  we  bore  up  for  the  channel  between 
theiflands  Riou  and  Jelolo  ; and  by  four  P.  M.  it  was  open,  and  appeared 
of  fufficient  breadth  to  navigate  ; but  in  the  middle  feveral  fmall,  low, 
and  fandy  iflands  were  fituated,  which  might,  in  fome  meafure,  inter- 
rupt, if  not  endanger  the  navigation  of  the  channel ; we,  therefore, 
purfued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft  of  Riou,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  : 
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—the  land  was  every  where  covered  with  wood  to  the  water’s  edge;  but,  1788. 
as  far  as  we  could  difcover,  without  the  veflige  of  an  habitation.  We 
could  not  obtain  foundings  with  forty  fathoms  of  line. 

At  half  paft  four,  the  high  mountains  of  Jeloio  appeared  to  rear  their 
fummits  above  the  horizon,  which  immediately  fettled  the  critical  nature 
of  our  fituation.  We  had  now  advanced  fo  far,  that  any  attempt  to 
return  would  have  been  the  extreme  of  folly  ; — the  channel  was 
already  palled,  but  the  Illand  of  Morintay  extended  a great  deal  farther 
to  the  Southward  than  any  of  the  charts  had  laid  it  down  :---Riou 
was  alfo  paffed ; and  now  a deep,  capacious  channel  was  formed  by 
Jeloio  and  Morintay,  of  near  12  or  13  leagues  in  extent.  The  great 
gulph  of  Chiauw  was  now  under  our  lee; — a range  of  low,  fandy 
illands,  conne&ed  with  fhoals,  were  fituated  about  live  leagues  off 
Morintay,  in  the  channel  along  which  we  fleered.  The  moon  (hone 
very  bright,  or  we  fhould  not  have  ventured  to  proceed  during  the 
night.  The  wind  blew  llrong  from  the  North  Ball;  and  men  were 
conftantly  kept  in  both  chains,  to  attend  to  the  foundings,  as  well  as 
on  the  yards,  to  look  out  for  broken  water,  or  any  other  circum- 
ftance  of  danger.  As  we  paffed  thofe  illands,  the  fhoals  appeared  very 
plain,  at  the  diftance  of  about  four  miles,  and  we  could  fee  a dreadful 
furf  rolling  over  them.  Our  foundings  were  now  from  fix,  feven,  to 
eight  fathoms,  very  regular,  and  over  an  hard,  fandy  bottom.  On 
getting  more  out  into  the  channel,  we  had  fourteen,  twenty,  and  fome- 
times  even  thirty  fathoms,  with  the  fame  kind  of  ground.  Thefe  illands 
extend  near  five  leagues.  North  and  South, — are  about  five  leagues  from 
Morintay,  and  eight  from  Jeloio.  We  think  it  would  be  increaling 
the  incidental  hazards  of  this  channel  to  pafs  between  the  illands  and 

Mo'intay,  as  we  found  a ftrong  and  rapid  current  fetting  us  almoft 
due  South.  e 
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It  was  greatly  to  our  mortification  that  we  palled  this  channel  during 
the  night,  as  we  were  thereby  prevented  from  fending  boats  on  fhore  to 
examine  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  to  look  for  turtle,  as  low,  fandy 
iflands  are  places  where  they  are  generally  found.  In  our  paffage  we 
perceived  the  air  to  be  ftrongly  perfumed  with  fpicy  odours  ; fome  of 
us  even  imagined  they  could  diftinguifh  the  peculiar  fragrance  of  the 
nutmeg  plant. 

As  we  cleared  this  chain  of  iflands  and  fhoals,  we  kept  as  clofe  to  the 
wind  as  poffible,  to  near,  once  more,  the  South  end  of  Morintay,  which 
we  happily  effected  by  break  of  day  on  the  19th,  being  only  three  leagues 
from  it.  We  kept  fleering  thus  till  noon,  when  the  latitude  was  i°  47', 
the  extremes  of  the  ifland  of  Riou  bearing  from  South  Weft  by  Weft,  to 
South  Weft,  one  half  South,  diftant  nine  leagues;  and  the  extremes  of 
Jelolo  bearing  from  South  South  Weft,  to  South  Eaft,  diftant  eleven 
leagues  : in  this  pofltion  the  channel  we  had  failed  through  was  entirely 
clofed. 

Our  courfe  was  continued  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft,  with  the  wind  from 
the  North  Eaft,  but  light,  till  the  20th  ; when  at  noon,  we  had,  to  our 
great  joy,  a confiderable  offing  towards  the  fea;  the  latitude  was  i°  56' 
North,  the  ifland  of  Morintay  bearing  from  South  by  Weft,  half  Weft, 
to  Weft  by  North,  half  North,  diftant  fixteen  leagues;  and  the  ifland  of 
Jelolo  bearing  from  South  by  Weft  to  South  Weft,  diftant  fourteen 
leagues.  Thus  we  moft  happily  reached  the  lea,  without  any  material 
lofs  of  time,  and  through  a channel  which,  in  any  other  fituation,  we 
fhould  not  have  ventured  to  pafs  ; though  we  faw  nothing  to  prevent  a 
fh ip  palling  it  with  eafe  and  fafety,  by  following  the  example  of  our  pre- 
caution, and  attending  to  the  particular  circumftances  which  have  been 
juft  related  ;— The  bearings  are  marked  with  all  poffible  care  and  fidelity, 

for 
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for  the  benefit  of  any  navigator,  who,  from  preference  or  neceflity,  may 
think  proper  to  follow  our  courfe. 

t 

From  Magindanao  we  had  hitherto  experienced  a continuance  of  ftrong 
currents,  fetting  to  the  South  and  South  Weft ; the  wind  invariably  at 
North  Eaft ; and,  in  the  whole  track,  from  that  ifland  to  Morintay# 
we  have  noticed  moft  of  the  dangers  which  lie  between  them. 

We  confider  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  ifland  of  Morintay  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  i°  40'  North,  and  the  longitude  128°  Eaft  of  Greenwich  : — ■ 
The  land  which  was  feen  on  the  16th,  muft  have  been,  as  we  then  con- 
jectured, the  Talour  Ifles,  and  the  Ifland  of  Sanguir. 
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Ship's  Courfe  purfued  to  the  Lafward. — Currents  fet  her  to  the  IJlahd  of 
Wagiew. — Symptoms  of  the  Scurvy  among  the  Crew. — Wind  veers , for  the 
frji  Time , to  the  North  Wcf  .~—P afs  Wagiew  and  the  dangerous  Tatee 
Ifles. — Freewill  Ifles  feen. — Natives  come  on  Board. — Their  Joy  at  feeing 
Iron. — Some  Account  of  thofe  Ifes. — Their  Latitude  and  Longitude , &c. — 
The Jlrong  Currents  in  their  Vicinity . 


Friday  22 


N O material  occurrence  happened  till  the  22d  ; the  courfe  was  kept 
to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft ; the  wind  blew  fteadily  from  the  North 
Eaft,  and  we  daily  experienced  a Southerly  current.  At  this  time  the 
Northern  extremity  of  New  Guinea  bore  from  us  in  the  direction  of 
Eaft  South  Eaft,  diftant  120  leagues,  when  we  faw  land,  bearing  Eaft 
South  Eaft,  to  Weft  by  North,  at  the  diftance  of  about  nine  leagues 
from  the  body  of  it.  The  land  to  the  Weftward  we  concluded  to  be 
the  Kland  of  Wagiew,  which  forms  the  Northernmoft  part  of  Pitt’s 
Straits ; but  of  the  land  to  the  Eaft  we  could  form  no  conjecture,  as 
none  appeared  to  be  marked  on  the  charts  in  that  direction.  The  lati- 
tude at  noon  was  only  22'  North  of  the  Line,  and  the  longitude  was 
131°  1 o'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  At  this  time  the  Ifland  of  Wagiew  extended 
from  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  Weft,  and  our  diftance  from  the  body  of  it 
might  be  about  fix  leagues. 


I11  this  fituation  we  were  drifting  bodily  to  leeward  on  Wagiew,  and 
found  it  to  be  almoft  impoftible  to  double  the  extremity  of  this  ifland, 

much 
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much  lefs  New  Guinea,  without  fome  favourable  alteration  of  the  1788. 

winds,  which  had  hitherto  never  varied  from  the  North  Eaft ; befides,  the  F£ERUARl 

ftrong  Southerly  currents  had  now  fet  the  fhip  thus  far,  fo  that  we  were 
altogether  in  a fituation  furrounded  with  circumftances  of  uncertainty 
and  embarraftment.  We  fcarce  knew  how  to  expeCfc  a change  that 
would  be  propitious  ; and,  neverthelefs,  a patient  expectation  of  it 
feemed  to  be  almoft  the  only  refource,  fuch  as  it  was,  that  remained  to 
us.  The  weather  was  extremely  fultry,  but  the  winds  were  light, 
which  was  the  only  favourable  circumftance  of  which  we  could  boaft. 

A perfevering  fpjrit,  however,  fometimes  furmounts  dangers  that  ap- 
pear to  be  infurmountable,  and  we  determined  to  continue  the  exertion 
of  it. 

This  day,  at  noon,  we  had  made  no  progrefs  whatever.  The  latitude  Saturday 
was  o°  20'  North  of  the  Line;  and  the  longitude  was  1 3 1 0 30'  Eaft.  We 
were  now  diftant  only  five  leagues  from  Wagiew,  which  extended  from 
Eaft  South  Eaft,  to  Weft  South  Weft.  The  land  bore  a very  different 
appearance  from  that  which  we  had  hitherto  feen  : — it  was  extremely 
high,  compofed  of  broken  and  detached  hills,  and  prefented,  as  far  as  we 
could  difcover,  a very  barren  afpeCL— It  ran  due  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  all 
the  hills  fhelved  abruptly  into  the  fea.  We  could  procure  no  foundings 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  of  line.  A fmall  ifland  was  alfo  per- 
ceived in  the  North  Eaft  quarter. 

Thus  were  we  approaching  every  moment  nearer  to  the  land,  with- 
out any  profpeCt  of  fuch  a change  as  would  reward  our  perfeverance. — 

We  had  now  been  purfuing,  for  a long  month,  an  intricate  and  fatiguing 
navigation,  without  having  made  any  confiderable  progrefs.  The  fultry 
heats  alfo  began  to  affeCt  feveral  of  our  people  ; and  the  expectation  of  the 
tedious  paffage  to  America,  with  which  we  were  threatened,  rendered 
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the  crew  not  only  diffatisfied,  but  defpondent.  Symptoms  of  the  fcurvy 
had  begun  to  appear,  in  fpite  of  our  ftrift  adherence  to  thole  admirable 
rules  of  regimen  fo  happily  conceived,  and  fuccefsfully  praCtifed  by  Cap- 
tain Cook.  We  had  now  redoubled  our  attentions  to  keep  off  the  in- 
ternal enemy  that  threatened  us,  with  an  anxious  expectation  of  fuccefs, 
but  we  know  not  how  far  that  would  have  been  gratified,  if  an  alteration 
had  not  taken  place  with  us,  which  enlivened  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the 
crew,  and  animated  them  to  new  endeavours.  At  four  in  the  evening 
of  this  day,  when  we  were  within  three  leagues  of  the  ifland,  the  wind 
fprung  up  on  a fudden  from  the  North  Weft,  which  was  the  firft  favour- 
able change  we  had  experienced  fince  our  departure  from  Samboingan. 

We  took  an  immediate  advantage  of  this  fortunate  circumftancc  in  our 
favour;  the  couife  was  altered  to  the  North  Eaft,  and  all  fail  fet ; fo 
that,  at  fun-fet,  we  had  got  a conliderable  diflance  from  Wagiew. 

More  land  was  now  feen  a-head,  which  was  very  low,  and,  from  its 
detached,  broken  appearance,  we  judged  to  be  a groupe  of  iflands. 
During  the  night  we  kept  Handing  to  the  North  Eaft,  immediately 
for  the  land,  and  the  wind  continued  to  the  Weft  North  Weft,  which 
enabled  us  to  keep  our  courfe  till  day-break  on  the  twenty- fourth,  when 
we  found  ourfelves  within  three  leagues  of  the  land  feen  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening  It  confifted  of  l'everal  iflands,  as  we  had  conjeCtured, 
which  were  very  low  , entirely  covered  with  wood,  and  furrounded  by 
fhoals  and  reefs  of  rocks,  and  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  extent. 
They  bore  from  North  Weft,  to  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  and  were  diftant 
from  each  other  about  five  miles- 


As  no  fuch  iflands  were  placed  011  the  charts,  we  thought  proper  to 
name  them  the  'Tatee  Illes,  from  the  word,  which  was  continually  vo- 
ciferated 
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ciferated  by  the  few  natives  who  came  within  hearing  of  the  (hip. 
They  are  fituated  in  o°  20'  of  North  latitude,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
1320  2'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  They  are  very  dangerous  to  approach,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  night,  and  the  fhip  that  fhould  be  tempted  to  pafs  through 
them,  would  inevitably  be  loft. 

We  faw  feveral  canoes  paddling  between  the  reefs  ; and  two  of  them, 
containing  each  five  of  the  natives,  approached  very  near  to  the  fhip, 
vociferating  the  word  Tatee,  ‘Tatee,  with  great  violence  ; but  no  tempta- 
tion on  our  part  could  prevail  on  them  to  come  along- fide,  though  we 
held  up  many  of  thofe  articles  which  we  thought  the  moft  likely  to 
entice  them  to  a nearer  communication  with  us.— They  regarded  the  fhip 
with  much  apparent  wonder  ; and,  from  their  various  antic  geftures, 
we  h:.d  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  had  never  before  feen  fuch  an 
objeCt.  They  appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  race  as  the  Papua  people, 
woolly-headed,  perfectly  black,  and  with  the  features  of  the  African 
negroes ; but  in  their  forms  ftout  and  athletic.  They  held  long  fpears 
in  their  hands,  pointed  with  bone,  which  they,  from  time  to  time, 
brandifhed  at  us. 

Their  canoes  were  of  a peculiar,  and  veiy  curious  conftrudtion » 
they  were  very  narrow  and  long,  and,  to  keep  them  on  a balance,  a 
large  out-rigger  run  out  on  one  fide,  with  net-work  between,  made  with 
ftrong  cord,  manufactured  from  the  rind  of  the  cocoa-nut.  On  this, 
which  formed  a kind  of  a ftage,  were  placed  their  arms,  implements  for 
fifhing,  &c.  We  wifhed  very  much  to  fend  boats  on  fliore,  but  as  the 
fhip  could  not  approach  near  enough  to  the  land  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
tecting them,  on  account  of  the  fhoals,  we  thought  it  highly  imprudent 
to  expofe  our  men  to  any  hazard. 
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Towards  noon,  to  our  great  joy,  the  wind  frelhened  up  from  the  North 
Weft,  when  we  bid  adieu  to  the  Tatee  Ifles,  and  purfued  our  courfe  to 
the  Northward  and  the  Eaftward,  every  league  of  which  was  become 
of  the  utmoft  conlequence.  At  funfet,  the  extremes  of  the  Tatee  Ifles 
bore  from  us  Eaft  by  South,  to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  diftant  five  leagues  ; 
the  tops  of  the  trees  juft  appearing  above  the  water.  At  this  time  the 
extremities  of  Wagiew  bore  from  South  Weft  by  South,  to  South  Weft 
by  Weft,  diftant  10  leagues. 

We  now  purfued  our  courfe  till  the  27th,  with  a favourable,  but,  in 
general,  alight  wind.  It  thundered  and  lightened  with  great  violence, 
and  the  weather  was  extremely  dole  and  fultry.  The  thermometer  was, 
at  this  time,  at  88°,  and  very  often  at  9 20.  At  noon  the  latitude  was 
56  minutes  North,  and  the  longitude  136°  35'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. — 
Land,  or  rather  trees,  were  defcried  from  the  maft-head,  bearing  from 
Eaft  bv  South,  to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft  : when  we  were  tolerably  near 
them,  the  currents  ran  very  ftrong  to  the  South  South  Weft  : as  we 
were  not  able  to  weather  the  Northernmoft,  we  bore  up  to  the  leeward  of 
it,  and  there  now  appeared  to  be  four  fmall  ifles,  the  largeft  of  which 
was  not  more  than  five  leagues  in  circumference.  We  ranged  within 
three  miles  of  the  fhore,  when  we  obferved  a large  village  lituated  on 
the  Ihore  of  the  ifland,  in  the  midft  of  a grove  of  cocoa-nut  trees  ; every 
other  part  appeared  to  be  an  entire  foreft,  without  one  interval  of 
cultivation. 

We  were  very  foon  vifited  by  a great  number  of  canoes,  containing, 
altogether,  at  leaf:  five  hundred  natives,  all  men.  Each  of  thefe  cauoes 
held  fix  or  feven  people,  and  were  of  the  fame  conftriuftion  as  thole  of 
the  Sandwich  Iflands.  The  natives  alfo  bore  the  appearance,  and  to  our 
great  aftonilhment,  fpoke  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  ifles  ; 
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and  therefult  of  our  obfervation  is  a conjeflure,  amounting  almoll  to  a 
firm  belief,  that  they  are  of  the  fame  race.  They  came  along-fide  the  fhip 
without  ceremony  and  without  arms,  and  fupplied  us  with  a confiderable 
quantity  of  frelh  gathered  cocoa-nuts  and  coir  line,  which  was  repaid 
by  bits  of  iron  hoop,  of  about  an  inch  in  length. 

When  the  piece  of  iron  was  held  up  to  their  attention,  they  were  all 
feized  with  a kind  of  filent,  but  exprelfive  joy,  that  cannot  be  deferibed  : 
but  the  man  who  procured  it,  immediately  began  to  caper  and  dance 
round  the  deck,  and  laying  down  on  his  back,  tumbled  and  rolled  about 
in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  that  we  really  imagined  he  was  fud- 
denly  affedled  by  fome  very  lingular  diforder,  till  he  rofe  up  and  killed 
the  bit  of  iron  with  thofe  emo  ions  of  extravagant  joy,  which  manifefled 
the  extreme  delight  he  felt  at  being  in  the  poffeliion  of  what  he  efteemed 
fo  great  a treafure.  His  comrades,  from  an  anxious  curiolity  to  fee  it, 
crowded  round  him  ; but  in  a moment  he  had  plunged  himfelf  into  the 
fea,  and  then  turning  his  head  towards  us,  and  again  killing  the  bit  of 
iron,  he  fwam  haflily  to  the  Ihore.  Several  iron  hoops  were  now  or- 
dered to  be  cut  up,  and  each  of  our  vifitors  was  gratified  with  a bit  of 
the  precious  metal,  who  all  left  us  with  reiterated  expreffions  of  the  mold 
grateful  acknowledgement. 

Thefe  iflanders  are  of  a frank,  amiable  and  confidential  difpofition  ; 
and  they  found  in  return,  that  kind  of  reception  from  us,  which  they 
will  not  quickly  forget.  We  obferved,  however,  in  their  canoes  large 
mats,  which,  on  enquiry,  they  informed  us  were  ufed  by  them  as  coats 
of  mail,  and  were  capable  of  refilling'  the  attack  of  a fpear  ; indeed,  fo 
clofe  and  flrong  is  their  texture,  that  at  a very  fmall  dillance,  they  could 
fcaicely  be  penetrated  by  a ball  from  a pifrol.  It  appeared,  therefore, 
and  the  refle&ion  is  not  of  a pleafing  nature,  that  thefe  amiaole  people 
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knew  the  arts,  and,  of  courfe,  rauft  frequently  feel  the  horrors  of  war  ; 
and  that  the  god  of  battle  beholds  his  vidlims  in  the  remoted  corners 
of  the  globe. 

This  groupe  of  iflands  was  originally  difcovered  by  Captain  Carteret, 
in  his  voyage  round  the  world.  He  was  pleafed  to  give  them  the  name  of 
the  Freewill  Ifles,  from  the  frank  and  unreferved  condudt  of  the  inha- 
bitants. It  may  not.  perhaps,  be  generally  remembered,  that  one  of  them 
accompanied  him  in  the  Swallow: — He  was  called  Tom  Freewill,  and 
died  in  his  p adage  to  the  Celebes. 

The  interval  that  had  elapfed,  from  the  period  of  Captain  Carteret’s 
vilit  to  thefe  iflands,  to  the  time  of  our  appearance  before  them,  occu- 
pied fo  confiderable  a fpace,  that  this  young  man’s  departure  with 
him,  might  very  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  forgotten  by  his 
countrymen.  But,  on  the  contrary,  feveral  of  the  natives  pointed  to  the 
fhip,  and  then  to  fea,  and  by  other  fignificant  gedures  gave  us  tounder- 
fland,  that  one  of  them  had  been  carried  away.  As  we  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumdance  from  Captain  Carteret’s  journal,  we,  in 
return,  informed  them  that  their  fugitive  countryman  was  no  more: 
when  they  all  entered  into  an  immediate  conference,  and  then  renewed 
their  communications,  with  an  air  of  perfect  indifference.  At  lead: 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  one  among  them  who,  as  a friend  or 
relation,  exprefled  the  lead:  concern  for  poor  Tom  Freewill’s  fate  ! 

We  now  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  North  Ead,  with  a gentle  gale 
from  the  Wed  North  Wed.  On  pafling  to  the  Northward  of  the 
idands,  we  obferved  that  they  were  connected  by  very  dangerous  reefs  of 
rocks,  which  extended  three  or  four  miles  in  every  direction.  At  funfet, 
I the 
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the  body  of  the  iflands  bore  North  North  Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
leagues. 

The  weather  on  the  28th  became  fqu ally  ; the  wind  veering  conti- 
nually from  North  to  North  Eaft,  fo  that  we  feldom  made  good  our 
courfe  better  than  Eaft,  or  Eaft  by  South.  At  noon  the  latitude  was 
o°  55',  the  winds  light,  with  heavy  fqualls  of  rain,  and  much  thunder 
and  lightning. 

On  the  29th  in  the  morning,  as  we  were  (landing  to  the  North,  with 
a light  air  from  the  South  Eaft,  land  was  difcovered  from  the  maft-head; 
as  we  ranged  up  with  it,  we  found  it  to  be  the  Freewill  Iftes.  This  was 
a circumftance  which  we  could  noteafily  reconcile  ; and  as  the  iflands  in 
this  ocean  bear  a ftrong  refemblance  to  each  other,  we,  at  firft,  thought 
that  we  muft  be  miftaken  ; but  the  point  was  foon  fettled  by  the  arrival 
of  many  of  our  late  friends,  who  came  paddling  through  the  reefs  to 
bring  us  a prefent  of  cocoa-nuts,  for  which,  they  were  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty perfuaded  to  take  any  thing  in  return.  One  man,  in  particular, 
held  up  a bit  of  iron  which  he  had  received  from  us  but  two  days  be- 
fore, as  a token  that  he  remembered  his  benefactors. 

At  noon  the  latitude  was  i°  7'  North  ; and,  by  a medium  of  the  fe- 
veral  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  the  longitude  was  1370  io;  Eaft. 
The  body  of  Freewill  Iftes  now  bore  South  Eaft  half  Eaft,  at  the  dif- 
tance of  four  leagues ; which  leaves  them  in  the  latitude  of  o°  56'  North 
of  the  Line,  and  in  the  longitude  of  137°  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 

The  currents  muft  on  the  28th  have  fwept  us  bodily  to  leeward  ; but, 
as  we  imagined,  not  with  fo  much  force  as  to  occafion  our  falling 
in  again  with  thefe  iflands; — on  the  contrary,  we  found  that,  on 
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{landing  to  the  North,  for  the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  though  we  were 
fteeiing  Eaft,  our  courfe  was  not  much  better  than  South,  a little 
Eafterly. 

We  did  not  lofe  fight  of  thefe  iflands-  till  the  firft  of  March  ; when,  at 
noon,  our  latitude  was  i°  40'  North  ; the  wind,  as  ufual,  veering  from 
North  Eaft,  to  Eaft  North  Eaft.  The  weather  was  gloomy,  unfettled, 
and  very  fultry.  At  times,  we  had.  heavy  fquails  of  rain,  which 
proved  very  unwholefome.  for  the  crew,  from  conftant  damps,  a clofe 
atmofphere,  and  wet  cloaths.  To  thefe  unpleafant  circumftances  may 
be  added,  our  flow  progrefs  to  the  North,  which  fo  affedted  their  fpirits, 
and  of  courfe  relaxed  their  adtivity,  that  all  the  attention  and  care  of  the 
officers  were  requifite,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  fuch  an  alarming  evil. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Extreme  Heat  of  the  Weather. — Very  tempejlaous.— Spring  the  Foremajt. — » 
Lcfs  of  fotne  of  the  Cattle . — Lfe  all  the  Goats.  — Defrutlion  of  many  of  the 
Plants  intended  for  the  Sandwich  Ifles. — Reafons  for  pointing  the  Ship's  Courfe 
to  the  North  Wef , 13  c.— Mode  of  victualling  the  Crew.  Occupations  on 
Board. — Intention  of  Building  a Vejfel  of  ffy  Pons  in  King  George's  Sound. 
— Carpenters  complete  her  Moulds  and  Model. — Chinefe  Carpenters  ignorant 
of  Ship-building. — Great  Burthen  of  the  Chinefe  Junks. — Party  felected  to 
remain  in  King  George's  Sound. — Experience  the  Pail  of  a Pffoon.— Change 
of  the  Monfoons. — Perrible  Effects  of  Piffoons , in  the  Chinefe  Seas  and 
Northern  Pacific  Ocean . 

the  2d  of  March,  the  longitude  of  the  fhip,  by  a medium  of 
feveral  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  was  136°  37'  Eafl  of  Green- 
wich, and  the  latitude  z°  52'  North.  At  this  time,  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  was  20  30'  Eaft,  and  the  quickflver  in  the  thermometer  was 
at  86,  and  often  at  90,  fo  that  we  fuffered  very  much  from  the  extremity 
of  the  heat. 

The  currents  very  feldom  allowed  us  to  make  our  courfe  better  than 
by  South  Eaft  ; and  hitherto  there  appeared  no  probability  of  being  able 
to  weather  New  Guinea.  We  had,  indeed,  conquered  the  North  Cape  ; 
but  there  remained  New  Ireland,  New  Hanover,  and  many  different 
groupes  and  clufters  of  iflands,  to  the  Northward  of  the  Line,  and  many  de- 
grees to  the  Eaftward  of  our  fituation.  If  we  had  purfued  our  courfe,  we 
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muft  have  determined  either  to  proceed  through  Dampier’s  Straits,  or 
thofe  difcovered  by  Captain  Carteret,  which  divide  New  Britain  from 
New  Hanover ; but  if  both  thefe  paflages  were  rejected,  there  was  no 
alternative  left  but  to  hand  to  the  Northward  and  Weft  ward  ; and  to  en- 
deavour to  obtain  as  much  of  the  former  as  would  permit  us  to  tack  and 
weather  all.  On  a due  confideration  of  our  circumftances  and  fituation, 
the  laft  was  preferred ; the  £hip  therefore  was  tacked,  and  flood  to  the 
North  Weft,  with  the  wind  at  North  Eaft, — a point  the  moft  diftrefting 
to  us  of  the  whole  compafs. 

The  flock  of  frefh  provifions  we  received  at  Samboingan  was  fufficient 
to  laft  us  till  this  time  ; a circumftance  which  wras  attended  with  the  two- 
fold advantage  of  faving  the  fait  provifions,  and  conducing  to  the  health  of 
the  crew.  A plentiful  allowance  of  water  was  continued,  as  the  beft 
prefervative  againfl:  the  fcurvy ; and,  if  a diminution  of  this  article 
ftiould  be  requifite  in  any  part  of  the  paflage,  we  naturally  determined 
it  fhould  take  place  in  the  colder  latitudes,  as,  at  prefent,  an  extreme  and 
clofe  heat  required  every  liquid  aid  to  preferve  health,  by  fuftaining  per- 
fpiration. 

On  the  3d,  the  weather  became  extremely  tempeftuous..  We  had  con- 
tinual fqualls  from  the  North  Eaft,  accompanied  by  deluges  of  rain, 
which  very  frequently  obliged  us  to  ftiorten  fail.  Our  courfe  was  feldom 
better  than  North  Weft,  though  we  fometimes  were  enabled  to  make  a 
tack  or  two  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft  and  Eaft,  when  the  fquall  was  favour- 
able. In  this  fituation,  at  noon,  we  found  the  foremaft  dangeroufly 
fprung  below  the  hounds  ; every  exertion  therefore  was  required  to  fecure 
it,  as  a very  heavy  fea  occafioned  the  fhip  to  pitch  exceedingly.  The 
top-maft  and  top-gallant-maft  were  accordingly  got  down  on  deck,  and 

the 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

the  fails  unbent ; ftages  were  alfo  prepared  round  the  head  of  the  maft, 

and  the  carpenters  were  immediately  employed  in  preparing  fifties. 

* 1 

This  misfortune  was  accompanied  with  feveral  others  of  a very  morti- 
fy ing  nature.  The  late  bad  weather  and  rolling  of  the  fhip,  had  deftroyed 
fome  of  the  cattle  and  many  of  the  plants,  in  particular  a fine  orange- 
tree,  in  full  bloom  ; and  half  of  the  cinnamon-trees  which  we  had  re- 
ceived at  Samboingan.  There,  however,  yet  remained  alive  one  bull 
and  a cow,  and  one  cow  calf ; but  the  goats  were  all  killed  in  one  day 
by  a fudden  roll  of  the  fhip.  Of  the  plants  we  ftill  pofteffed  a lime  and 
an  orange-tree,  in  full  vigour,  with  fix  cinnamon,  and  feveral  fmaller 
plants  of  various  kinds. 

On  the  4th,  at  noon,  the  latitude,  by  double  altitudes,  was  30  o'  North  ; 
and  the  longitude,  deduced  from  the  lafl  obfervation  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  1 370  59'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  The  wind  blew  from  the  North 
Eaft,  and  we  purfued  our  courfe  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft.  The  weather 
was  dark  and  tempeftuous,  with  heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  which 
raifed  a confufed  fea. 

It  was  not  till  the  5th,  that  the  maft  was  lecured,  the  fifhing  of  which 
was  a bufinefs  of  no  common  difficulty  ; and,  after  all,  we  were  not 
without  the  moft  anxious  apprehenfions  that  it  would  not  ftand  againft 
the  blowing  and  ftormy  weather  we  expedled  to  meet  to  the  Northward 
©f  the  tropical  latitudes. 

Till  the  1 2th  we  continued  to  embrace  any  favourable  moments  of  the 
wind.  Whenever  it  veered  to  the  Eaft  North  Eaft,  we  tacked  and  flood 
to  the  Northward  and  Weftward ; and,  if  it  veered  to  the  North,  our 
courfe  was  bent  to  the  Eaftward.  It  feldom,  however,  permitted  our 
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{landing  long  on  either  tack ; for  it  generally  blew  veiy  ftrong,  with 
heavy  fqualls  of  rain.  Our  latitude,  at  noon,  was  therefore  but  f 15' 
North,  and  the  longitude  1440  25'  Eafl ; and  on  the  17th,  we  had  ad- 
vanced no  further  than  30  25'  North,  and  146°  30'  Eafl.  Such  was  our 
tedious  progrefs,  which,  together  with  a continuance  of  the  mofl  un- 
pleafant  and  unwholefome  weather,  tended,  more  or  lefs,  to  difpirit 
every  one  on  board.  But  this  was  not  all  ; the  continual  damps,  proceed- 
ing from  the  frequent  rains,  and  the  people  being,  from  the  fame  cir- 
cumftance,  fo  often,  as  well  as  fo  long  in  wet  cloathing,  together  with 
moift  decks,  awakened  our  apprehenfions  to  encreafing  fymptoms  of  the 
fcurvy.  In  this  fituation,  we  doubted  very  much  whether  we  fhould  be 
able  to  weather  the  illands  of  New  Ireland  or  New  Hanover,  which 
bore  off  us  not  only  Eafl  South  Eafl,  but  many  degrees  to  the  Eafl- 
ward.  We  had  worked  into  our  prefent  pofition  immediately  in  the 
wind’s  eye. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  which  would  probably  attend  the  purfuing  of 
our  firfl  track,  have  already  been  mentioned ; nor  were  we  to  hope  for 
a change  from  the  fun’s  near  approach  to  the  equinoctial.  Tedious 
calms,  attended  with  heavy  rains,  were  naturally  to  be  expeCted  with  a 
vertical  fun.  A fmall  portion  of  our  voyage  was  yet  performed,  and  an 
immenfe  track  yet  lay  before  us,  to  reach  to  the  160th  degree  of  longi- 
tude, when  we  mufl  neceffarily  crofs  the  Line. 

According  to  the  manner  in  which  we  had  proceeded,  we  fhould  not,  in 
all  probability,  gain  that  objeCt  before  the  10th  of  April;  — on  the  other 
hand,  if  we  fleered  to  the  North  Weft,  we  had  grounds  for  expeCting  a 
change  of  wind  in  our  favour,  if  not  the  monfoon,  by  the  ifl  of  April : — 
it  was,  therefore,  again  refolved  to  weather  the  Philippines,  and  point 
our  courfe  fleadily  to  the  North  Well. 


With 
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With  plenty  of  water,  each  man  was  allowed  half  a pint  of  fpirits  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  two-thirds  of  which  were  mixed  with  water,  and  the  re- 
mainder, at  this  time,  ferved  in  its  raw  {late,  which  often  proved  a falutary 
and  cheering  cordial  in  the  rainy  weather.  The  provifions  were  ordered  in 
the  bell  manner  we  could  conceive  to  preferve  health,  or,  at  leail,  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  difeafe. — In  the  morning  and  evening  tea  and  fugar 
were  ferved  out  to  the  crew  ; — they  had  abundance  of  rice,  peas,  and 
bat]  y,  which,  with  dour  and  fruit,  were  ferved  with  every  poffible  va- 
riety they  would  admit.  The  pork  and  beef  were  always  well  fleeped, 
and  the  conflant  ufe  of  vinegar  was  called  in  aid  to  contribute  its  fhare 
towards  correcting  the  bad  effects  of  falted  provifions. 

We  kept  {landing  on  to  the  North  Well,  and  nothing  material  hap-  Sunday  30. 
pened,  between  the  lafl  and  the  prefent  date.  The  weather  was  now,  in- 
deed become  extremely  pleafant,  and  the  heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain 
which  had  fo  continually  diflreffed  us,  were,  for  the  prefent,  entirely 
diffipated.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  2 1°  2' North,  and  the  longitude 
139°  48'  Eafl ; the  variation  of  the  compafs  40  24'  Eaft.  During  this  run 
we  every  day  favv  large  flocks  of  birds,  fome  of  which  we  perceived  to 
be  of  that  fpecies  which  never  fly  far  from  land. 

l$h  Hfl; , I B|  .,0, 

We  embraced  the  opportunity  which  was  afforded  us  by  the  prefent 
favourable  weather,  to  overhaul  our  fails,  and  prepare  for  the  tempeflu- 
ous  weather  we  had  every  reafon  to  expedl  in  our  progrefs  to  the  North, 
efpecially  near  Japan.  Two  compleat  new  fuits  of  fails  were  prepared, 
new  roped,  lined  and  middle  Hitched  ; all  the  old  fails  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  put  in  a tolerable  Hate. 

The  coopers,  armourers,  and  other  artifans  were  always  properly  em« 
ployed,  either  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  fhip,  or  according  to 
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their  fkill,  in  preparing  articles  of  trade  for  the  American  market. — 
The  Chinefe  armourers  were  very  ingenious,  and  worked  with  fuch  a 
degree  of  facility  that  we  preferred  them  to  thofe  of  Europe.  The  in- 
ilruments  they  employ  in  their  work  are  extremely  Ample,  and  they  very 
fhortly  accomplifh  any  defign  that  is  placed  before  them. 

The  carpenters  were  alfo  at  work  in  preparing  the  moulds  and  model 
for  a {loop  of  fifty  tons  that  was  defigned  to  be  built  immediately  on 
our  arrival  in  King  George’s  Sound,  as  fuch  a veffel  would  be  of  the 
utmoft  utility,  not  only  in  collecting  furs,  but  in  exploring  the  coaft. 

Our  head  carpenter  was  a young  mail  of  much  ingenuity  and  pro- 
feffional  fkill,  who  had  ferved  his  time  in  London  ; but  the  Chinefe  artifi- 
cers in  this  branch  had  not  the  leaf!  idea  of  our  mode  of  naval  architect 
ture.  The  veffels  of  their  nation  which  navigate  the  China  and  adjacent 
feas,  are  of  a conftruCtion  peculiar  to  them.  In  veffels  of  a thoufand 
tons  burthen  not  a particle  of  iron  is  ufed  ; their  very  anchors  are 
formed  of  wood,  and  their  enormous  fails  made  of  matting.  Yet  thefe 
floating  bodies  of  timber  are  able  to  encounter  any  tempeftuous  weather, 
hold  a remarkable  good  wind,  fail  well,  and  are  worked  with  fuch  faci- 
lity and  care  as  to  call  forth  the  aftonifhment  of  European  failors.  It 
was,  therefore,  a matter  of  fome  difficulty  to  turn  the  profeflional  fkill 
of  our  Chinefe  carpenters  to  a mode  of  application  fo  entirely  different 
from  their  own  habitual  experience  and  practice. 

A party  was  feleCled  from  the  crew  who  were  to  be  left  on  fhore  with 
the  artificers,  to  be  employed  in  building  the  veffel.  This  arrangement 
was  made  at  fuch  an  early  period,  in  order  that  the  people  might  be  fully 
prepared,  immediately  on  our  arrival  in  the  Sound,  to  begin  their  intended 
operations.  It  is  true  that  we  had  no  one  article  in  readinefs  for  the 
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purpofc  ; our  timber  was  ftanding  in  the  forefts  of  America,  the  iron  1788. 

work  was,  as  yet,  in  rough  bars  on  board,  and  the  cordage  which  was  Al>RIL' 

to  be  formed  into  ropes,  was  yet  a cable.  Neverthelefs,  encouraged  by 
that  fpirit  of  ardent  hope  which  animates  man  to  oppofe  the  difficulties 
of  life,  and  invigorates  life  itfelf,  we  looked  forward  with  a kind  of  cer- 
tain expectation  that  our  purpofe  would  be  effected,  and  that  the  veflel 
in  contemplation  would  be  actually  launched  fome  time  in  the  month 
of  October. 

On  the  1 ft  of  April  at  noon,  the  latitude  was  220  26' North,  and  the  Tuefday  1 
longitude  1390  38'  Eaft.  The  weather  feemed  to  have  acquired  a fettled 
gloom,  the  clouds  were  uncommonly  black  and  heavy,  and,  throughout 
the  day,  there  was  much  thunder,  and  lightning.  Numerous  flocks  of 
birds  palled  us  from  the  windward,  making  loud  noifes  in  their  paffage, 
as  if  apprehenfive  of  bad  weather.  We  alfo  pafled  fome  rock-weed, 
which  was  a fign  of  being  at  no  very  great  diftance  from  land. 

On  the  2d,  the  thunder  and  lightning  encreafed,  without  being  ac-  Wednefday 
companied  with  any  confiderable  degree  of  wind.  The  fea,  neverthe- 
lefs, was  in  an  unufual  commotion,  and  the  fh ip  pitched  fo  heavy,  that 
the  head-rails  were  carried  away,  and  fome  other  injuries  fuftained. — 

Towards  noon  it  became  fqually,  and  we  experienced  feveral  puffs  of 
wind  from  every  point  of  the  compafs,  which,  with  the  encreafing 
darknefs,  left  us  no  doubt  of  the  approach  of  a very  violent  form. — 

The  top-gallant  yards  and  mails  were  got  down  on  deck,— the 
main-fail  furled,— the  top-fails  clofe  reefed,  and  the  mizen  balanced. 

All  the  fails  were  handed,  except  the  main  top-fail,  which  it  was  judged 
prudent  to  keep  abroad  : in  this  fituation  we  waited  the  coming  of  the 
temped  ; nor  did  it  difappoint  our  expectations.  At  two  P.  M.  the  wind 
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fhifted  to  the  South,  and  began  to  blow  ftrong  in  fqualls:  the  (hip’s 
head  was  kept  to  the  North  Eaft ; it  thundered  and  lightened  with  great 
violence,  and  at  half  pad:  three  an  heavy  fquall  came  from  the  South 
Eaft,  inftantly  followed  by  another  from  the  Sou1-!!  Weft,  both  of 
which  blew,  for  a (hort  time,  with  alternate  and  incredible  furv;  the 
latter,  however,  prevailed,  and  continued  blowing  from  the  South  Weft  for 
near  an  hour.  Indeed,  the  meeting  of  theie  two  fqualls  to  leeward  of  us, 
was  tremendous,  and  the  fea  was  carried  to  iuch  an  'reighr  as  to  keep  the 
horizon  in  a continual  foam.  Happily  for  us,  we  experienced  only  the 
tail  of  this  tuffoon  or  whirlwind  ; but,  as  it  was.  we  expeft  d every  mo- 
ment to  have  the  mafts  fh  ittered  to  pieces  ; the  m<mi  top-  fail  having  been 
fwept  away,  and  frittered  to  threads. 

The  fea  foon  rofe  to  fuch  an  alarming  height,  that  it  became  neceffary 
to  fet  the  fore-fail  and  feud  before  the  ftorm,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
Ha  ip,  which  plowed  her  way  with  furprifing  fwiftnefs.  It  now  blew 
from  the  South  Eaft  with  a prodigious  fea,  before  which  we  kept  fleer- 
ing. Thus  we  were  feudding  along,  when,  to  the  leeward  of  us, 
we  perceived  the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  in  circles,  which  formed  a beautiful  but  awful  fight;  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  perform  the  very  unpleafant,  and,  indeed,  rather 
dangerous  operation,  of  heaving  to  in  fuch  a high  fea,  to  avoid  running 
into  the  dreadful  vortex  before  us,  which  continued,  as  it  were,  to  fweep 
the  horizon  till  five  o’clock  ; when  this  alarming  whirlwind  fubfided, 
and  fettled  in  an  heavy  gale  from  the  South  Weft,  before  which  we 
feudded  to  the  North  Eaft. 


To  thofe  who  have  read  Kempfcr’s  Hiftory  of  Japan,  the  violence  of 
this  tuffoon  will  not  be  conlidered  as  a circumftance  that  borders  on 
5 phteno- 
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phenomenon, — fuch  horrid  gulls  of  wind  being  at  certain  periods,  accord- 
ing to  that  writer,  the  common  dillurbers  of  thofe  Teas:  though  we  had 
feveral  old  and  experienced  Teamen  in  the  (hip,  who  had  never  before  feen 
any  thing  of  this  terrible  nature.  We,  however,  confoled  ourfelves  with 
the  belief  that  it  was  the  critical  moment  when  the  Monfoons  changed  ; 
more  particularly  as  the  florm  from  the  South  Well  blew  in  fuch  a 
Heady  current. 

Had  this  florm  happened  when  it  was  dark,  it  might  have  proved  fatal ; 
as  it  was,  we  were  not  a little  furprifed  that  fome  of  the  malls  or  yards 
were  not  carried  away  : however,  we  were  not  fufficiently  recovered  from 
our  alarms,  to  venture  upon  fetting  much  fail  during  the  fucceeding 
night. 

The  period  when  the  Monfoons  change  in  the  China  feas,  and  the 
Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  is  a time  that  Ihould  be  dreaded  by  every  fhip 
that  navigates  them.  Thefe  changes  are  generally  in  the  months  of 
April  and  Odober,  though  they  fometimes  happen  not  only  much 
earlier,  but  alfo  much  later  in  the  feafon.  That  which  is  confidered  as 
moll  dangerous,  is  the  variation  from  the  North  Eall  to  the  South  Well, 
when  Horms  very  generally  trouble  thofe  feas.  They  are  remarkably 
violent  on  the  coall  of  Japan  ; but  when  they  arife  into  a tuffbon,  no 
power  or  llrength  can  withftand  them.  The  ruin  they  fometimes  occa- 
fion  is  almoll  incredible; — -nor  is  it  lefs  difficult  to  conceive  with 
what  fury  they  blow  from  every  point  of  the  compafs. 

The  Chinefe,  dread  beyond  all  meafure,  thefe  violent  hurricanes,  which 
fometimes  fweep  large  villages  and  their  inhabitants  to  deflrudion  ; at 
other  times  whole  harvells  are  diffipated  by  their  deflrudive  breath,  and 
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famine  follows.~From  a fimilar  caufe,  in  the  year  1787,  accompanied 
with  exceffive  drought,  a moll  dreadful  dearth  prevailed  throughout  the 
Southern  provinces  of  China,  by  which  an  incredible  number  of  people 
perifhed.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  at  Canton  to  fee  the  famifhed 
wretch  breathing  his  lafl ; while  mothers  thought  it  a duty  to  deflroy 
their  infant  children,  and  the  young  to  give  the  llroke  of  fate  to  the 
aged,  to  fave  them  from  the  agonies  of  fuch  a dilatory  death. 


CHAP. 
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Land feen , but  prevented  from  approaching  it.—Difcovery  of  Iflands , which  we 
named  Grampus  Ifles. — Feel  the  Weather  extremely  cold , with  the  probable 
Leaf  on  of  it. — Number  of  Birds  feen. — Pafs  by  great  Quantities  of  Rock- 
weed. — Difcover  a fupendous  Rock, which  we  named  LofsWife. — The  Raf  ter 
ofanHoufe,  and  a Piece  of  Canoe  feen  floating  on  the  Water. —Tempefluous 

Weather. A Turtle  feen  flee  ping  on  the  Sea , &c.-- — Weather  becomes  for  my  as 

the  American  Coafl  is  approached. — Crofs  the  Tracks  of  the  Reflation  and 
Difcovery. — Error  of  the  Ship' s Reckoning  &c. — A Sea  Parrot  feen  for 
the  firfl  Time. — Extraordinary  Brightnefs  in  the  Atmofphere , and  to  what 
Caufe  attributed. — The  Coafl  of  America  feen. — Princefs  Royal  fails  out  of 
King  George' s Sound. — Dflrefs  of  the  Felice,  £&:. — Anchor  in  Friendly 
Cove , in  King  George's  Sound. 

/^\N  the  3d  of  April,  the  weather  became  moderate,  and  the  ftorm 
fubfided  ; but  about  noon,  the  wind  fhifted  to  North  Weft,  and 
blew  with  extreme  violence,  accompanied  by  a ftrong  and  mountainous 
fea.  Our  courfe  was  to  the  Eaft  by  North,  under  ciofe  reefed  top-fails 
and  fore-fail.  The  latitude  was  240  56'  North,  and  the  longitude. 
14. 30  39'  Eaft  of  Greenwich, 

Towards  night  it  again  moderated,  when  we  made  fail ; — the  wind 
now  Ihifted  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  we  flood  to  the  North  Eaft 
till  the  4th  ; when  the  wind  fixed  itfelf  in  the  North  Eaft  quarter,  and 
we  accordingly  flood  to  the  North  Weft,  with  fine  and  moderate 
weather. 
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In  this  fituatlon,  land  was  feen  bearing  Eaft  North  Eaft,  diftant  eight 
leagues,  immediately  in  the  wind’s  eye,  which  prevented  us  from 
approaching  it.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  240  44/  North,  and  longitude, 
deduced  from  our  lafc  lunar  obfervations,  1450  41'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 
We  regretted  very  much  that  we  were  not  able  to  approach  this  land,  as 
we  knew  of  none  in  this  part  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean.  As  we  were 
fleering  to  the  North  Weft,  we  foon  entirely  loft  fight  of  it. 

On  the  5th,  the  wind  drifted  to  the  South  Eaft,  which  enabled  us 
to  fleer  to  the  North  Eaft,  when  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
thought  land  was  vifible  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft  ; but  the  weather  was 
fo  extremely  hazy,  that  it  could  not  be  afcertained  whether  it  was  land 
or  a fog-bank.  At  three,  however,  land  was  feen  in  the  North  Eaft 
right  a- head,  but  the  weather  continued  to  be  fo  thick  and  foggy,  that  the 
direction  in  which  it  extended  could  not  be  difcerned.  At  half  paft  four, 
we  were  abreaft  of  it,  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  miles,  when  it  ap- 
peared to  be  an  ifiand,  but  of  no  great  extent.  It  now  rained  very 
hard,  and  the  atmofphere  remained  fo  hazy,  that  our  obfervations  of  the 
land  were  rather  imperfedf.  It  however  appeared  to  be  one  of  thofe 
barren  ides  fo  frequently  found  in  thefe  feas. — Its  length  might  be  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  miles  from  North  to  South  ; the  fhore  feemed  to  be 
inacceffible  to  boats,  from  a great  furf  beating  againft  the  rocks,  which 
terminated  abruptly  in  the  fea.  The  interior  parts  of  the  country  ap- 
peared to  be  high,  and  a few  foiitary  trees  were  very  fparingly  fcattered 
on  their  declivities.  We  failed  along  the  fhores  of  this  ifiand  till  fix 
o’clock,  when  another  ifiand  opened  to  our  view,  which  was  feparated 
from  the  former  by  a channel  of  three  or  four  leagues.  It  now  blew 
very  ftrong,  with  rain,  and  fo  thick  a fog,  that  we  could  fee  no  diftance 
a-head. 


Though 
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Though  the  gale  was  favourable),  yet,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
weather,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  fhorten  tail,  and  remain  under  fuch 
as  would  enable  us  to  haul  to  the  wind  on  either  tack.  The  utmoft 
vigilance  and  attention  was  employed  to  guard  as  much  as  poflible  againft 
any  danger,  and  we  failed,  as  ufual,  all  night  with  the  courfes  hauled  up 
in  the  brails.  Thefe  ifles,  of  which  we  could  not  difcern  the  number, 
were  named  Grampus  Ifles,  from  feeing  a large  grampus  fpouting  up 
water  clofe  to  the  fhore,  which  is  a very  uncommon  fight  in  thofe  feas. 

The  night  of  the  5th,  was  very  tempefluous,  with  conflant  rain  ; but 
to  con  foie  us  for  thefe  inconveniences,  we  had  a fair  gale,  with  which 
we  made  great  way  to  the  North  Eaft. 

On  the  6th,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  North  Weft,  which  brought  us 
clear  weather,  and  blew  a fteady  gale.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  270  30' 
North,  and  the  longitude  148°  37'  Eaft.  At  this  time  the  variation  of 
the  compafs  was  30  20'  Eaft. 

Our  progrefs  to  the  North  now  became  very  rapid,  and  we  experienced 
a very  fudden  tranfition  from  heat  to  coid.  Having  juft  left  a climate 
where  the  heats  had  been  intenfe  and  oppreftive,  it  was  very  natural  the 
aftive  operations  of  cold  fhould  be  very  fenfibly  felt  by  the  whole  crew. 
This  circumftance  however,  enabled  us  to  reduce  the  allowance  of  water 
from  a gallon  to  five  pints  per  man,  without  any  inconvenience  what* 
ever  arifing  from  fuch  an  alteration*. 

The  favourable  gale  at  North  Weft  continued  till  the  eighth  at  noon. 
The  latitude  then  was  28°  58'  North,  and  the  longitude  1 *54°  iq'  Eaft. — 
Our  principal  objeft  was  to  get  to  the  North  as  faft  as  pofiibH,  in  order 
to  benefit  by  the  ftrong  Wefterly  winds,  as  well  as  to  run  down  our 
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the  (harp  piercing  cold  which  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Wednefday  9 The  next  day  we  pafled  by  a confiderable  quantity  of  rock-weed, 
which  we  imagined  to  be  but  lately  broken  off,  and  for  feveral  days  we 
had  feen  great  numbers  of  birds.  We  were  now  confiderably  to  the 
Northward  of  the  feveral  fmall  iflands  fcattered  either  within  or  about 
the  tropic,  in  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean.  We  could  not,  therefore,  form 
any  probable  conjecture  from  whence  this  weed  came,  and  whither  the 
birds  retired  at  night,  as  they  regularly  left  us  about  funfet,  and  took 
their  flight  to  the  Eaft. 

About  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a fail  was  defcried  from  the  maft- 
head,  and,  in  about  half  an  hour  a large  (hip  was  feen  from  the  deck.  She 
appeared  to  be  under  an  extraordinary  croud  of  fail,  and  exhibited  a very 
Angular  figure,  for  not  one  of  us,  even  with  the  affiftance  of  glafles,  could 
make  out  which  way  Ihe  was  ftanding.  The  fight  of  a fhip  in  thofe  feas 
was  fuch  an  unufual  circumftance,  that  for  fome  time  conjefture  was  at  a 
lofs  concerning  it.  At  length,  however,  it  was  determined  to  be  a galleon, 
bound  to  China  from  New  Spain,  and  by  fome  cafualty  driven  thus  far 
to  the  Northward  ; though  the  track  of  thofe  fhips  to  Manilla,  is  gene- 
rally between  the  parallels  of  1 30  and  140  North  latitude.  In  confequence 
of  this  opinion,  feveral  letters  were  written  to  inform  our  friends  in  China 
of  ourfafety,  and  the  progrefs  we  had  made  in  the  voyage.  This  extra-  ■ 
ordinary  delufion,  for  it  was  no  more,  continued  till  we  were  within  two 
leagues  of  the  objedl ; when,  on  viewing  it  with  aglafs,  it  was  difcovered 
to  be  an  huge  rock  ftanding  alone  amid  the  waters. — The  firft  among 
us  who  became  fenfible  of  the  deception  remained  filent,  and  diverted 
themfelves  with  the  ftrange  conjeftures  and  humorous  oblervations  of 
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the  Tailors,  one  of  whom  was  fo  certain  of  its  being  a fhip,  that  he  was 
convinced  he  faw  her  colours.  Its  appearance  did,  indeed,  very  ftrongly 
refemble  a firft  rate  man  of  war,  under  a croud  of  fail ; and  fuch  was 
its  fhape,  that,  at  a certain  diftance,  it  held  forth  to  the  eye  the  form  of 
every  particular  fail  belonging  to  a drip.  As  we  ranged  up  with  this 
rock,  our  furprife  was  proportionably  augmented,  and  the  Tailors  were 
more  than  difpofed  to  believe  that  Tome  fupernatural  power  had  fuddenly 
transformed  it  into  its  prefent  fhape.  It  obtained  the  name  of  Lot's 
Wife , and  is  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  objedts,  taken  in  all  its  circum- 
fiances,  which  I ever  beheld. 

By  noon  we  were  abreaft  of  it ; when  it  bore  Eafl  North  Eaft  four 
miles.  The  latitude  was  290  50'  North,  and  the  longitude  1420  23.' 
Eaft  of  Greenwich.  The  waves  broke  againft  its  rugged  front  with  a 
fury  proportioned  to  the  immenfe  diftance  they  had  to  roll  before  they 
were  interrupted  by  it.  It  rofe  almoft  perpendicular  to  the  height, 
according  to  the  tables,  of  near  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  A fmall 
black  rock  appeared  juft  above  the  water,  at  about  forty  or  fifty  yards 
from  its  Weftern  edge.  There  was  a cavern  on  its  South  Eaft- 
ern  fide,  into  which  the  waters  rolled  with  an  awful  and  tremen- 
dous noife.  In  regarding  this  ftupendous  rock,  which  flood  alone  in  an 
immenfe  ocean,  we  could  not  but  confider  it  as  an  objedt  which  had 
been  able  to  refill  one  of  thofe  great  convulfions  of  nature  that  change 
the  very  form  of  thofe  parts  of  the  globe  which  they  are  permitted  to 
defolate. 

This  day,  at  noon,  our  latitude  was  330 .18'  North,  and  the  longitude 
1610  Eaft,  with  a fteady  gale  from  the  Southward,  We  pafted  by  a 
great  quantity  of  rock -weed,  and  faw  feveral  large  flocks  of  birds.  In 
the  evening  a piece  of  timber,  which  appeared  to  be  the  rafter  of  an  houfe, 
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and  apiece  of  a canoe,  were  feen  floating  upon  the  water,  and  foon  after 
a fpar,  that  appeared  to  have  been  newly  cut.  Thefe  were  certain 
indications  of  land,  and  occafioned,  if  poffible,  an  added  exertion  of 
vigilance,  as  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  entirely  unknown. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day  the  weather  became  gloomy  and  overcaft, 
with  every  ufual  appearance  of  an  approaching  ftorm.  It  blew  ftrong 
throughout  the  night,  and  on  the  following  day,  at  noon,  the  gale  was 
confiderably  encreafed.  The  topgallant  yards  and  marts  were  accordingly 
got  down  on  deck,  and  every  other  precaution  taken  to  provide  againft 
the  bad  weather  that  threatened  us.  Our  apprehenfions  were  fhortly  re- 
alized; for  about  four  o’clock,  it  blew  with  fuch  violence  from  the 
South,  that  we  were  obliged  to  clofe  reef  the  topfails,  and  hand  the 
mainfail.  The  wind  was  accompanied  with  fmall  rain  and  thick  wea- 
ther. We  parted  by  large  quantities  of  weed;  and  the  furface  of  the  fea 
was  covered  with  a reddifh  fpawn,  that  extended  feveral  miles.  It  foon 
after  blew  a perfect  ftorm ; the  topfails  were  therefore  immediately 
handed,  and  we  fcudded  before  it  under  a forefail,  followed  by  a very 
heavy  fea. — In  this  fituation,  we  were  overtaken  by  a moft  violent  guft 
of  wind,  which  made  us  apprehenfive  of  fome  material  damage. — But 
very  fortunately  the  topfails  had  been  handed  in  time,  and,  the  forefail 
being  now  reefed,  we  continued  to  purfue  our  courfe.  In  this  heavy 
guft  the  wind  drifted  to  the  Weft,  and  raifed  a very  confufed  fea,  which 
broke  on  our  decks,  and  endangered  the  boats ; but,  in  fluffing  its  point, 
the  wind  did  not  abate  its  violence,  nor  did  at  all  fubfide  till  the  14th, 
when  the  latitude  was  36°  20'  North,  and  the  longitude  167°  Eaft. 

It  was  determined  to  run  down  our  longitude,  as  much  as  poftible,  in 
the  parallel  of  40°  North  ; and,  as  it  was  an  unknown  track,  we  were  not 
without  the  hope  of  meeting  with  land,  previous  to  our  gaining  fight  of 
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the  Continent  of  America,  evident  figns  of  which  had  been  obferved  by 
Captain  Cook,  as  well  as  by  us,  in  this  latitude. — Indeed,  from  the  va- 
rious circumftances  which  have  already  been  related,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  there  is  land  in  this  part  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  tempeftuous  weather  continued  till  the  17th,  when  the  wind 
veered  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  blew  with  augmented  violence.  It  mode- 
rated, however,  at  noon,  when  the  latitude  was  38°  51'  North,  and  the 
longitude  1750  io'  Eaft. — Though  advanced  fo  far  North,  we  this  day 
pafled  a large  turtle  fleeping  on  the  water,  which  being  awakened 
by  the  noife  of  the  fhip,  immediately  funk.  Large  flocks  of  birds  ftill 
continued  to  frequent  us,  and  the  rock-weed  became  a common  objedf. — - 
We  now  experienced  a great  degree  of  cold,  and  the  morning  and  even- 
ing air,  in  particular,  was  uncommonly  flaarp.  The  variation  of  the 
compafs  was  90  20'  Eaft. 

Storm  fucceeded  ftorm  till  the  23d,  when  the  weather  broke,  and 
the  wind  moderated.  Thefe  violent  gales  from  the  Northward  and 
Weftward,  not  only  brought  with  them  a biting  cold,  but  alfo  fleet  and 
fnow,  which  made  confiderable  depredations  on  our  flock. — We  felt 
however,  the  fatisfadlion  of  having  fair  winds,  principally  from  the  South 
Weft,  from  which  quarter  it  blew  very  hard ; but  when  it  fhifted  to  the 
North  Weft,  it  encreafed  beyond  the  powrer  of  defcription,  with  a great 
and  mountainous  fea.  We  had  fortunately  embraced  a favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  bending  a new  fuit  of  fails,  as  the  old  ones  muft  have  been 
fhattered  to  pieces  by  the  violence  of  thefe  ftorms.  The  air  was  fharp, 
like  that  of  bleak  froft  in  England,  which  more  fenfibly  affedled  us, 
from  our  long  continuance  in  tropical  climates.  Indeed  we  were  not 
without  occaftonal  fhowers  of  fnow  and  hail.  Flocks  of  birds,  and  large 
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quantities  of  rock-weed,  continued  to  encourage  an  anxious  expectation 
of  feeing  land. 

On  the  23d,  at  noon,  we  palled  the  trunk  of  a large  tree.  Our  lati- 
tude was  410  35'  North,  and  the  longitude  was  189°  23'  Eaft  of  Green- 
wich. We  now  began  to  draw  nigh  to  the  American  fhore,  which  was 
a very  defirable  circumftance,  as,  among  other  preffing  reafons,  the  fhip 
was  become  extremely  light,  from  the  great  expenditure  of  provifions  and 
water.  We  had,  indeed,  been  of  late  extremely  fortunate  in  our  winds, 
but  much  more  fo  in  the  health  of  the  crew,  who  felt  no  other  incon- 
venience but  what  arofe  from  fo  quick  a tranfition  from  heat  to  cold. 

During  the  night  it  blew  ftrong  from  the  Well  North  Weft,  with 
cold  rain.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  wind  backed  round  to  the 
Southward  and  Eaftward,  a certain  prelude  of  blowing  weather ; and  at 
noon  it  blew  fo  hard  as  to  oblige  us  to  hand  every  fail ; and,  till  three  in 
the  afternoon,  we  buffered  as  fierce  a ftorm  as  we  ever  remembered  to 
have  feen,  with  a greater  fea  than  we  had  hitherto  experienced.  There 
was  alfo  continual  rain,  and  the  cold  did  not  abate  its  feverity.  The 
rigging  fuffered  confiderably,  and  the  fhip  ftrained  very  much  in  her  roll- 
ing ; nor  were  we  without  our  apprehenfions  for  the  crippled  foremaft. 
But,  amid  this  fevere  and  tempeftuous  weather,  we  enjoyed  the  confo- 
latory  refleflion  that  we  were  every  moment  approaching  nearer  to  the 
deftined  port. 

On  the  25th  the  weather  moderated,  and  the  wind  veered  to  the  Weft 
North  Weft.  'T  he  latitude,  at  noon,  was  430  North,  and  the  longitude 
by  account,  196°  28'  Eaft.  It  blew  a ftrong  gale  from  the  Weft  South 
Weft,  with  clear  weather ; and  we  made  good  our  courfe  to  the  Eaft 
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Nortli  Eaft,  running  feldom  lefs  than  fifty  leagues  a day.  From  the 
23d  we  had  experienced  a continual  fucceffion  of  gales.  We  v/ere  occa- 
fionally  favoured  with  an  hour  or  two  of  clear  weather,  which  was  always 
fucceeded  by  a return  of  Form  ; fo  that  we  were  never  able  to  fet  more 
than  a clofe  reefed  topfail. — Our  run  was  no  lefs  than  230  leagues  in  this 
fhort  period.  Indeed  the  weather  not  only  continued  to  be  cold  andcom- 
fortlefs,  but  was,  at  times,  fo  very  cloudy,  that  we  found  no  opportu* 
nity  of  taking  any  lunar  obfervations,  in  order  to  afcertain,  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy,  the  run  of  the  (hip. 

The  fame  weather  continued,  and  we  purfued  our  courfe  without  any 
novelty  of  fituation  or  circumftance,  till  the  30th,  when  a fecond  fpar 
palled  by,  which  from  its  appearance,  and  a notch  that  had  been  re- 
cently cut  in  one  end  of  it,  could  not  have  been  long  in  the  water. — The 
birds  had  forfaken  us  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  tempefluous  weather,, 
and  we  no  longer  faw  the  floating  rock- weed,  which  had,  for  fome  time 
paid,  been  a daily  objedt. 

We  had  now  twice  croffid  the  tracks  of  the  Refolution  and  the  Dif- 
covery  in  thefe  feas  : that  on  their  return  from  the  Coafi:  of  Japan  to 
China,  and  their  later  track  from  Oonalafhka  to  the  Sandwich  Hlands. 
Captain  Cook  had  formed  fome  flight  conjedture  of  there  being  land 
between  thefe  tracks  and  the  coaft  of  America,  and  our  prefent  courfe 
running  diredtly  through  that  part  of  the  fea,  it  is  muff  probable  that  we 
fhould  have  difcovered  it,  if  there  had  been  any  io  contiguous  to  the 
American  fhore. 

On  our  entrance  into  the  month  of  .May,  the  weather  became  not  only 
moderate  but  pleafant : — the  wind  blew  from  the  South,  and  we  purfued 
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our  courfe  to  the  Eaftward.  The  latitude,  at  noon,  was  46°  5'  North, 
and  the  longitude,  by  a medium  of  feveral  diftances  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  only  2 1 20  5'  End  of  Greenwich  ; whereas,  by  account,  we  were 
in  2210  41'  Eafc — This  material  difference  muft  have  arifen  from  the 
variety  of  contrary  currents  we  experienced  in  the  low  latitudes,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  fet  us  to  the  Weftward,  on  our 
tacking  to  the  North.  We  had  every  reafon,  therefore,  to  conjecture  that 
we  mult  have  approached  the  vicinity  of  Japan  ; and  that  we  accom- 
plifhed  our  paflage  to  the  North  between  the  iflands  ofLadrone  and  the 
New  Carolines.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  we  now  found  to  be 
2i°  18'  Eaft. 

The  wind  continued  to  be  favourable,  though  it  occafionally  blew  in 
ftrong  lqualls.  The  latitude,  at  noon,  was  48°  10 ' North;  and  the  longi- 
tude, deduced  from  the  laft  obfervations,  2230  22'  Eaft.  In  the  begin- 
ning it  became  foggy,  and  blew  from  the  South  South  Weft  in  heavy 
fqualls,  which  obliged  us  to  heave  to,  for  the  firft  time,  under  the  reefed 
forefail.  However,  as  it  moderated  in  the  morning,  we  bore  up,  and  pur- 
fued  our  courfe  to  the  Eaftward. 

We  experienced  a ftrong  gale  till  the  yth,  when,  at  noon,  the  latitude 
was  490  28'  North,  and  the  longitude,  by  a medium  of  feveral  diftances 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  22S0  26'  Eaft. 

On  this  day,  at  noon,  the  latitude  was  490  28'  North.  In  the  evening 
we  faw  a fea-parrot,  and  paffed  a piece  of  drift-wood.  We  had  frequent 
fqualls  of  hail  and  fnow,  but  the  weather  was  more  moderate  than  we 
had  known  it  for  fome  time. 
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On  the  10th,  the  latitude  was  49°  32';  and  the  longitude,  by  the  me- 
dium of  federal  fights,  230°  52'  Eaft,  and  only  30  from  King  George’s 
Sound.  We  kept  running,  during  the  night,  under  a prefs  of  fail,  di- 
reCtly  in  for  the  American  coaft.  The  whole  atmofphere  was  in  a ftate 
of  illumination,  which  we  attributed  to  the  reflection  of  vaft  mountains 
of  fnow  on  the  continent:  nor  were  we  miftaken  ; for,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 ith  of  May,  the  long-wilhed  for  land  of  America  appeared,  bear- 
ing Eaft  by  South,  at  the  diftance  of  13  leagues.  It  confifted  of  a ridge 
of  mountains,  whofe  fummits  were  hid  in  the  clouds.  This  land  might 
be  feen  thirty  leagues  in  clear  weather.  As  we  clofed  in  with  it  in 
the  evening,  the  vapours  cleared  away  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 
At  noon  the  latitude  was,  by  double  altitudes,  490  35'  North,  and  King 
George’s  Sound  bore  nearly  Eaft  of  us.  We  kept  ftanding  in  for  the 
land,  and  when  within  four  leagues  of  it,  the  wind  veered  to  the 
South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  and  ft  and  to  fea,  the  wind 
blowing  almoft  immediately  out  of  the  Sound,  which  we  now  plainly 
difcerned. 

A veflel  was  now  feen  under  the  weather  land  of  the  Sound,  bear- 
ing down  to  us;  but  as  we  \Vere  under  a prefs  of  fail,  and  night  coming 
on,  we  could  not  fpeak  to  her,  without  much  inconvenience  ; but  we 
neverthelefs  knew  her  to  be  the  Princefs  Royal,  of  London,  on  a trading 
voyage  for  the  furs  of  America. 

The  night  of  the  1 ith  was  a dreadful  one  ; fuch  heavy  gufts  and  fqualls 
of  wind  iucceeded  each  other,  that  we  were  prevented  from  carrying  any 
fail.  Thefe  fqualls  brought  hail  and  fnow  along  with  them;  and,  to- 
wards midnight,  it  blew  a perfect  ftorm.  When  the  morning  broke,  we 
had  loft  fight  of  land,  and  the  (hip  had  (trained  fo  much,  that  we  had  fix 
feet  water  in  the  hold,  with  two  pumps  difabled ; nor  did  this  gale  mo-- 
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derate  till  the  12th  at  noon,  when  the  fhip  was  wore,  and  we  flood  in  for 
the  land,  bailing  the  water  from  the  bold,  which  was  rather  encreafing 
on  us.  The  latitude  was  490  26'  North.  We  therefore  kept  {landing  in 
for  the  land  till  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  that  comfortable  ob- 
je£l  was  again  very  clearly  difcerned  : but  we  had  another  mortification  to 
fuffer,  for  we  found  that  the  late  florm  had  blown  us  to  leeward  of  the 
Sound.  We  were  therefore  under  the  provoking  neceffity  of  tacking  once 
more,  and  {landing  out  to  fea,  with  the  wind  at  North  North  Weft ; the 
Sound  bearing  North  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  leagues. 

The  night  of  the  12th  was  fo  tempeftuoup,  that  we  were  obliged  to  lay 
to  under  the  reefed  forefail,  all  the  crew  being  employed  in  bailing  the 
water  out  of  the  hold;  as  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  refit  the  pumps  for 
immediate  fervice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  wind  veered  to  the  South  by  Eaft, 
blowing  as  hard  as  ever,  with  heavy  rain,  when  the  fhip  was  wore,  and 
her  head  pointed  in  for  the  land.  About  eight  it  moderated,  when  fail 
was  immediately  made,  and,  by  ten  o’clock,  we  happily  anchored  in 
Friendly  Cove,  in  King  George’s  Sound, abreaft  of  the  village  of  Nootka, 
in  four  fathoms  water,  and  within  an  hundred  yards  of  the  fhore,  after  a 

paflage  of  three  months  and  twenty-three  days  from  China. The 

reader  who  has  accompanied  us  through  our  long.,  difficult,  and  harafled 
voyage,  will  eafily  conceive  the  grateful  joy  we  experienced  on  our  arrival 
in  fafety  at  the  harbour  which  we  had  fought  with  fuch  continued  toil, 
and  through  fuch  various  dangers. 

It  cannot  be  thought  improper,  as  I truft  it  will  not  prove  altogether 
ufelefs,  to  offer  fuch  obfervations  as  occurred  to  me  on  the  paflage  from 
China  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America. 


It 


/ 


J' 


o 


! 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


io  5 


It  would  not  be  prudent  for  fhips  bound  to  America,  to  purfue  our 
route,  if  they  are  not  ready  for  fea  by  the  middle  of  November,  or 
the  ioth  of  December  at  fartheft.  The  long  and  heavy  delay  we  met 
with,  after  leaving  Samboingan,  is  the  heft  proof  of  the  difficulties 
we  found  in  getting  to  the  Eaftward  at  this  period  of  our  voyage  ; 
when  the  currents  alfo  run  more  rapid,  and  the  feafon  is  more  tem- 
pefluous,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  than  in  the  months  of  No- 
vember and  December. 

It  had  been  our  intention,  at  one  time,  to  perform  this  voyage  by 
failing  round  New  Holland,  and  firetching  fufficiently  to  the  Eafl,  to 
fetch  the  Sandwich  Iflands  previous  to  our  making  the  coafl  of  America; 
or  we  had  the  choice  of  pufhing  through  Endeavour  Straits,  and  perform- 
ing the  fame  point  ; but  this  latter  courfe  was  rejected  on  account  of  the 
dangerous  archipelago  of  iflands  fcattered  to  the  Eaftward  of  thole 
ffraits;  and  the  former  was  abandoned  from  the  circuity  of  its  navigation, 
which  would  demand  a much  longer  time  than  we  could  fpare  : it  was 
accordingly  conjeflured,  that  if  a paflage  was  attempted  through  the 
Sooloo  Archipelago,  then  firetching  to  the  Eaflward,  to  weather  New 
Guinea,  New  Ireland,  and  New  Hanover, — and  again  tacking  to  the 
Northward,  to  obtain  the  Weflerly  winds,  that  we  fhould  have  a quick 
and  eafy  paflage  opened  to  America. 

The  event  proved  that  we  had  judged  rightly  in  adopting  the  lafl  - 
but,  in  my  opinion,  a ftill  eafier  and  much  better  paflage  is  now  opened 
to  America ; and  it  is  fubmitted  whether,  in  future,  it  would  not  be 
preferable  for  fhips  bound  there,  to  effedb  their  way  by  the  paflage  be- 
tween Luconia  and  Formofa.  This  opinion  is  not  the  fanciful  refult 
o vague  conjeflure,  but  has,  as  I conceive,  fomewhat  of  an  expeiimen- 
tal  foundation  on  the  following  circumftances ; — 
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On  our  arrival  with  the  Felice  in  China,  in  the  autumn  of  1788,  the 
agent  of  the  merchants  in  England,  and  the  agent  of  the  merchants  in 
India,  formed  an  union  of  interefts,  and  aflociated  themfelves  under  a 
joint  flock,  to  carry  on  the  fur  trade  of  America.  They  accordingly 
equipped  a fhip  called  the  Argonaut,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Colnet, 
a lieutenant  in  his  Majefty’s  navy,  and  who  had  commanded  in  the 
years  1787  and  1788,  the  fhip  Prince  of  Wales  of  London,  belonging 
to  the  merchants  trading  to  America.  This  fhip  had  performed  her 
voyage  to  the  coafl,  and  returned  to  China  with  a valuable  cargo  of 
furs  in  17S8,  and  from  thence  to  England,  laden  with  teas  on  account  of 
the  Eafl  India  Company.  Mr.  Colnet  quitted  the  Prince  of  Wales  in 
China,  to  command  the  Argonaut,  and  take  charge  of  the  aflociated 
merchants  property  on  the  coaffc  of  America.  Ot  his  nautical  abilities  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  they  are  fuch  as  to  receive  no  addition  to  their 
reputation  from  any  teflimony  of  mine  : he  accordingly  prepared  the 
Argonaut  for  fea,  and  the  Princefs  Royal  of  London,  a veflfel  belonging 
to  the  fame  commercial  focietv. 

J 

Thefe  fhips  were  not  ready  for  fea  till  the  17th  of  April,  1789; 
when,  on  comparing  the  tracks  of  the  Felice  and  the  Iphigenia,  and  the 
time  they  met  the  Monfoon  or  Wefterly  winds  in  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean,  it  was  thought  that  the  paflage  to  America  might  be  effeifted 
between  Luconia  and  Formofa,  with  greater  eafe  and  expedition  than 
by  purfuing  the  track  by  Magindanao. 

The  Princefs  Royal  therefore  failed  in  February,  and  did  not  reach 
the  coaft  of  America  in  lefs  than  fixteen  weeks  : but  the  tardinefs  of 
her  voyage  arofe  from  her  being  a very  heavy  failer,  and  not  copper- 
bottomed. — Whereas  the  Argonaut,  who  was  both  fheathed  with  copper 
and  a prime  failer,  left  China  the  26th  of  April,  1 789,  and  arrived  in 
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King  George’s  Sound  the  3d  of  July  following  ; which  was  a paffage 
that  exceeded  our  moft  fanguine  expectations. 
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The  future  navigator  from  China  to  America,  is  here  prefented  with 
four  different  tracks  of  that  voyage.  But  if  it  fhould  be  my  lot  to  be 
again  engaged  in  it,  I fhould  leave  China  early  in  the  month  of  March, 
and  endeavour  to  make  a paffage  between  Luconia  and  Formofa,  in 
order  to  gain  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where,  at  that  feafon,  variable  winds 
might  be  expeCted  to  the  Northward  of  20°  ; and  when  the  violence  of 
the  North  Eaft  Monfoon  would  alfo  be  much  abated  in  the  China  Teas. 
Indeed  in  the  month  of  April,  there  would  be  almoft  a certainty  of 
meeting  the  South  Weft  Monfoon  or  Wefterly  winds  in  the  latitude  of 
2 50  or  30°  North,  which  prevail  there,  and  blew  us  home  to  the 
American  fhore. 


On  leaving  Canton,  great  care  fhould  be  taken  to  work  fpme  diftance 
up  the  coaft  of  China,  between  the  Lema  Ifles,  and  as  high  as  Pedro 
Blanco,  or  the  White  Rock,  before  the  China  fea  is  croffed  for  Formofa  : 
but  no  paffage,  I think,  fhould  be  attempted  between  the  rocks  of 
Ville  Rete  and  the  South-end  of  Formofa,  except  during  the  day,  in 
clear  weather,  and  with  the  appearance  of  a free  channel. 
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The  commodious  Situation  of  Friendly  Cove,  in  King  George' s Sound. — Great 
Numbers  of  the  Natives  ajfemble  to  view  the  Ship —The  Joy  of  Comekela 
on  his  Arrival , &c. — Hannapa , a Chief  comes  on  board , with  fome  Cir- 
cumfances  of  his  Vift. — The  Natives  bring  Supplies  of  Fifh. — Comekela 
prepares  to  go  on  Shore. — His  Drefs , &c.  and  the  Manner  in  which  he  is 
received  by  his  Countrymen. — Employments  of  the  Crew. — The  Arrival  of 
Maquilla,  Chief  of  King  George's  Sound,  with  Callicum , a Perfon  the  next 
in  Rank  to  him. — A Defcription  of  their  Drejfes,  and  the  Ceremonies  they 
pr  a ft  fed  on  feeing  the  Ship.— They  come  on  Board. — Prefentmade  them.— 
The  Perfons  of  thefe  Chiefs  defcribed. — Leave  obtained  to  build  an  Houfe 
and  FeJJel,  and  Ground  granted  for  that  Purpofe. — Prefents  made  on  the 
Occafon. — Callicum  attaches  himfelf  to  the  Ship , and  is  appointed  P rot  eft  or 
of  the  Party  on  Shore , by  Maquilla. — An  Houfe  built  in  Friendly  Cove. — 
Defcription  of  it. — Keel  of  a Vejfel  laid. — Some  Account  of  the  Murder  of 
Callicum  by  the  Spaniards,  in  the  following  Tear. 

TH  E fhip  had  been  moored  but  a very  fhort  time,  when  it  began 
to  blow  a tempeftuous  gale  of  wind,  with  very  heavy  rain  ; the 
commodious  fituation.,  therefore,  of  Friendly  Cove,  made  us  truly  fenfible 
of  our  good  fortune,  in  being  thus  fecurely  placed  in  a protecting  haven, 
where  neither  ftorm  or  tempeft  could  alarm  our  fears  or  trouble  our 
repofe. 

O ur  earlieft  attention  was  invited  to  a multitude  of  the  natives,  affem- 
bled  on  the  banks  in  front  of  the  village,  in  order  to  take  a view  of  the 
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(hip.  Comekela,  who  for  feveral  days  had  been  in  a {late  of  the  mofl 
anxious  impatience,  now  enjoyed  the  inexpreffible  delight  of  once  more 
beholding  his  native  land,  to  which  he  returned  with  theconfcious  pride 
of  knowledge  acquired  by  his  voyage,  and  in  the  polfeflion  of  thofe  arti- 
cles of  utility  or  decoration,  which  would  create  the  wonder,  and  en- 
creafe  the  refpeft  of  his  nation.  His  joy,  however,  received  no  incon- 
fiderable  interruption  from  the  abfence  of  his  brother  Maquilla,  the 
chief  of  King  George’s  Sound,  and  his  relation  Callicum,  who  flood  next 
in  rank  to  the  fovereign.  Thefe  chiefs  were,  at  this  time,  on  a vifit  of 
ceremony  to  Wicananifh,  a powerful  prince  of  a tribe  to  the  Southward. 
Of  this  circumftance  we  were  informed  by  Hannapa,  who  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  two  fuperior  chiefs  was  left  in  power  at  Nootka,  and  who 
was  come  on  board  to  pay  us  a vifit. 

At  this  time  Comekela  was  dreffed  in  a fcarlet  regimental  coat,  deco- 
rated with  brafs  buttons,-— a military  hat  fet  off  with  a flaunting  cockade, 
decent  linens,  and  other  appendages  of  European  drefs,  which  was  far 
more  than  fufxicient  to  excite  the  extreme  admiration  of  his  country- 
men. Nor  was  Hannapa  infenfible  to  the  appearance  of  Comekela;  for 
he  regarded  him  not  only  with  the  mofl  prying  attention,  but  alfo  with 
fluking  expreffions  or  tnat  envy  which  is  a very  prevalent  paflion 
among  the  natives  of  this  part  of  America. 

In  a flioit  time  the  drip  was  lurrounded  with  a great  number  of 
canoes,  which  were  filled  with  men,  women  and  children  ; they  brought 
alfo  confideiable  fupplies  of  fifh,  and  we  did  not  hefitate  a moment  to 
purchafe  an  article  lb  very  acceptable  to  people  jufl  arrived  from  a long, 
and  toilfome  voyage. 

In 
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In  the  evening  the  weather  cleared  up,  and  Comekela  prepared  to  go 
011  fhore.  The  news  of  his  intention  was  foon  communicated  to  the  vil- 
lage, which  immediately  poured  forth  all  its  inhabitants  to  welcome 
him  to  his  native  home. 

Comekela  had  now  arrayed  himfelf  in  all  his  glory.  His  fcarlet 
coat  was  decorated  with  fuch  quantities  of  brafs  buttons  and  copper  ad- 
ditions of  one  kind  or  other,  as  could  not  fail  of  procuring  him  the 
mod:  profound  refpedl  from  his  countrymen,  and  render  him  an  objedt 
of  the  fird  defire  among  the  Nootka  damfels.  At  lead  half  a fheet  of 
copper  formed  his  bread-plate ; from  his  ears  copper  ornaments  were 
fufpended,  and  he  contrived  to  hang  from  his  hair,  which  was  dreded 
en  queue , fo  many  handles  of  copper  faucepans,  that  his  head  was 
kept  back  by  the  weight  of  them,  in  fuch  a diff  and  upright  pofition, 
as  very  much  to  heighten  the  dngularity  of  his  appearance.  For  various 
articles  of  his  prefent  pride  Comekela  had  been  in  a date  of  continual 
hodility  with  the  cook,  from  whom  he  had  contrived  to  purloin  them  ; 
but  their  lad  and  principal  druggie  was  for  an  enormous  fpit,  which  the 
American  had  feized  as  a fpear,  to  fwell  the  circumdance  of  that  magni- 
ficence with  which  he  was  on  the  moment  of  dazzling  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen  ; — And  fituated  as  we  were,  this  important  article  of  culinary 
fervice  could  not  be  denied  him.  In  fuch  a date  of  accoutrement,  and 
feeling  as  much  delight  as  ever  fed  the  pride  of  the  mod  fplendid  thrones 
of  Europe  or  the  Ead,  we  fet  out  with  him  for  the  diore,  when  a 
general  fhout  and  cry  from  the  village  allured  him  of  the  univerfal  joy 
which  was  felt  on  his  return. 

The  whole  body  of  inhabitants  moved  towards  the  beach,  and  with  a 
mod  unpleafant  howl,  welcomed  him  on  fhore.  At  the  head  of  them 
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appeared  his  aunt,  an  old  woman  of  about  eighty  years  of  age,  and,  from 
her  appearance,  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  lived  in  a continual 
date  of  filth  and  dirtinefs  from  her  birth  to  the  moment  in  which  we 
beheld  fuch  a difguding  objed.  She  embraced  her  nephew  with  great 
afFedion,  and  died  the  fcalding  rheum  of  her  eyes  on  the  cheek  of 
Comekela. 

After  the  fird  ceremonies  of  welcome  were  over,  and  the  fird  gaze  of 
admiration  fatisfied,  the  whole  company  proceeded  to  the  king’s  houfe, 
into  which  perfons  of  rank  were  alone  permitted  to  enter,  and  where  a 
magnificent  fead  of  whale  blubber  and  oil  was  prepared  : the  whole  com- 
pany fat  down  with  an  appetite  well  fuited  to  the  luxuries  of  the  banquet: 
even  the  little  children  drank  the  oil  with  all  the  appearance  of  extreme 
gratification  ; but  Comekela’s  fade  feemed  to  have  been  in  fome  degree 
vitiated  by  the  Indian  and  European  cookery,  and  he  did  not  enjoy 
his  native  delicacies  with  the  fame  voracious  gluttony  as  if  his  do- 
mach  had  never  known  the  variety  of  other  food  than  that  of  Nootka. 
The  evening  was  paded  in  great ‘rejoicing  ; their  fongs  and  dancing  con- 
tinued during  the  greated  part  of  the  night.  We  returned  on  board 
early  in  the  evening  ; but  we  heard  for  a long  time  after  the  found  of 
their  fedivity. 

Nootka  is  fituated  on  a rifing  bank,  which  fronts  the  fea,  and  is 
backed  and  fkirted  with  woods*.  In  Friendly  Cove  the  houfes  are 
large,  and  in  the  common  fafhion  of  the  country.  Each  of  thefe  man- 
lions  accommodates  feveral  families,  and  is  divided  into  partitions,  in  the 

* A particular  account  of  the  village  or  town  of  Nootka,  is  referved  for  that  part  of 
this  volume  which  will  treat  at  large  of  the  commerce,  geography,  See.  of  the  North  Weft 
Coaft  of  America, 
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manner  of  an  Englifh  ftable,  in  which  all  kinds  of  dirt,  mixed  with 
blubber,  oil  and  fifh,  are  difcovered  by  more  fenfes  than  one,  to  form 
a mafs  of  undefirable  filthinefs. 

On  the  14th,  the  weather  was  fufficiently  fair  to  admit  of  our  dif- 
patching  a party  on  ftiore  to  ereCt  a tent  for  the  wooders  and  waterers, 
as  well  as  one  for  the  fail-makers.  For  this  purpofe  a fpot  was  chofen 
at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  village,  and  contiguous  to  a rivulet.  The 
reft  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  unreefing  the  running  rigging,  un- 
bending the  fails,  and  the  other  neceflary  duties  of  the  flip. 

On  the  16th,  a number  of  war  canoes  entered  the  cove,  with  Maquilla 
and  Callicum  ; they  moved  with  great  parade  round  the  fin  ip,  finging  at 
the  fame  time  a fong  of  a pleafing  though  fonorous  melody  : — there  were 
twelve  of  thefe  canoes,  each  of  which  contained  about  eighteen  men, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  were  cloathed  in  drefles  of  the  moft  beautiful 
{kins  of  the  fea  otter,  which  covered  them  from  their  necks  to  their 
ancles.  Their  hair  was  powdered  with  the  white  down  of  birds,  and 
their  faces  bedaubed  with  red  and  black  ochre,  in  the  form  of  a fhark’s 
jaw,  and  a kind  of  fpiral  line,  which  rendered  their  appearance  extremely 
favage.  In  moft  of  thefe  boats  there  were  eight  rowers  on  a fide,  and  a 
{ingle  man  fat  in  the  bow.  The  chief  occupied  a place  in  the  middle, 
and  was  alfo  diftinguifhed  by  an  high  cap,  pointed  at  the  crown, 
and  ornamented  at  top  with  a fmall  tuft  of  feathers. 

We  liftened  to  their  fong  with  unequal  degree  of  furprife  and  pleafure. 
It  was,  indeed,  impollible  for  any  ear  lufceptible  of  delight  from  mufical 
founds,  or  any  mind  that  was  not  infenfible  to  the  power  of  melody, 
to  remain  unmoved  by  this  folemn,  unexpected  concert.  The  chorus  was 
in  unifon,  and  ftriCtly  correCl  as  to  time  and  tone;  nor  did  a dilfonant 
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note  efcape  them.  Sometimes  they  would  make  a fudden  tranfition  from 
the  high  to  the  low  tones,  with  fuch  melancholy  turns  in  their  varia- 
tions, that  we  could  not  reconcile  to  ourfelvesthe  manner  in  which  they 
acquired  or  contrived  this  more  than  untaught  melody  of  nature.— 
There  was  alfo  fomething  for  the  eye  as  well  as  the  ear;  and  the  adlion 
which  accompanied  their  voices,  added  very  much  to  the  imprefiion  which 
the  chaunting  made  upon  us  all.  Every  one  beat  time  with  undeviating 
regularity,  againft  the  gunwale  of  the  boat,  with  their  paddles  ; and  at 
the  end  of  every  verfe  or  ftanza,  they  pointed  with  extended  arms  to 
the  North  and  the  South,  gradually  finking  their  voices  in  fuch  a 
folemn  manner,  as  to  produce  an  effect  not  often  attained  by  the  or- 
cheftras  in  our  quarter  of  the  globe. 

They  paddled  round  our  (hip  twice  in  this  manner,  uniformly  rifing 
up  when  they  came  to  the  ftern,  and  calling  out  the  word  wacujh , 
wacujh , or  friends.  They  then  brought  their  canoes  along-fide,  when 
Maquilla  and  Callicum  came  on  board.  The  former  appeared  to  be  about 
thirty  years  , of  a middle  fize,  but  extremely  well  made,  and  poffeffing  a 
countenance  that  was  formed  to  interefl  all  who  faw  him.  The  latter  feem- 
ed  to  be  ten  years  older,  of  an  athletic  make,  and  a fine  open  arrangement 
of  features,  that  united  regard  and  confidence.  The  inferior  people  were 
proper  and  very  perfonable  men.  A feal-lkin  filled  with  oil  was  imme- 
diately handed  on  board,  of  which  the  chiefs  took  a fmall  quantity,  and 
then  ordered  it  to  be  returned  to  the  people  in  the  canoes,  who  foon 
emptied  the  veffel  of  this  luxurious  liquor. 

A prefent,  confifting  of  copper,  iron,  and  other  gratifying  articles, 
was  made  to  Maquilla  and  Callicum,  who,  on  receiving  it,  took  off  their 
fea-otter  garments,  threw  them,  in  the  moft  graceful  manner,  at 
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our  feet,  and  remained  in  the  unattired  garb  of  nature  on  the  deck. — 
They  were  each  of  them  in  return  prefented  with  a blanket, — when  with 
every  mark  of  the  highed  fatisfaClion,  they  defcended  into  their  canoes, 
which  were  paddled  hadily  to  the  fhore. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  people  give  and  receive  prefents  is,  we 
believe,  peculiar  to  themfelves.  However  codly  the  gift  may  be  in  their 
own  eyes,  they  with  to  take  away  all  idea  of  conferring  any  obligation 
on  the  receiver  of  it.  We  have  feen  two  chiefs  meet  on  a vifit  of  cere- 
mony provided  with  prefents  of  the  richeftfurs,  which  they  flung  before 
each  other  with  an  air  that  marked  the  moil  generous  friendfhip,  and 
rivalled  that  amiable  interchange  of  kindnefs  which  didinguifhes  the 
more  polifhed  nations  of  the  world. 

From  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Nootka  to  the  25th,  we  had  much  bad' 
weather  ; but  that  circumflrance,  however  unpleafant,  did  not  prevent  us 
from  engaging  in  the  different  operations  we  had  in  view.  Maquilla  had 
not  only  mod  readily  confented  to  grant  us  a fpot  of  ground  in  his  terri- 
tory, whereon  an  houfe  might  be  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
people  we  intended  to  leave  there,  but  had  promifed  us  alfo  his  abidance  in 
forwarding  our  works,  and  his  protection  of  the  party  who  were  dedined 
to  remain  at  Nootka  during  our  abfence.  In  return  for  this  kindnefs, 
and  to  enfure  a continuance  of  it,  the  chief  was  prefented  with  a pair  of 
pidols,  which  he  had  regarded  with  an  eye  of  felicitation  ever  flnee  our 
arrival.  Callicum,  who  feemed  to  have  formed  a mod  afle&ionate  at- 
tachment to  us,  wras  alfo  gratified,  as  well  as  the  ladies  of  his  family, 
with  fuitable  prefents  : it  indeed  became  our  more  immediate  attention 
to  confirm  his  regard,  as  he  had  been  appointed  by  Maquilla  to  be  our 
particular  guardian  and  proteCtor,  and  had  the  mod  peremptory  injunc- 
tions to  prevent  the  natives  from  making  any  depredations  on  us. 

I But 
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But  however  difpofed  we  might  be  to  rely  on  the  friendfhip  of  thefe 
chiefs,  we  thought  it  prudent,  during  the  negotiation  between  us, 
to  inform  them  of  our  power,  by  explaining  the  force  we  poffefled, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  it,  in  cafe  they  fhould  at  any  time  change  their 
prefent  dil'pofitions  towards  us.  We  wifhed  to  operate  on  their  fears  as 
well  as  their  gratitude,  in  order  to  fecure,  with  greater  certainty,  the 
objeCt  of  our  voyage. 

Great  advances  were  made  in  building  the  houfe,  which  on  the  28th 
was  completely  finifhed.  In  the  very  expeditious  accomplifhment  of  this 
important  work,  the  natives  afforded  11s  all  the  affiftance  in  their  power, 
not  only  by  bringing  the  timber  from  the  woods,  but  by  readily  engaging 
in  any  and  every  fervice  that  was  required  of  them.  When  the  bell 
rung  for  our  people  to  leave  off  work  in  the  evening,  the  native  labour- 
ers were  always  affembled  to  receive  their  daily  pay,  which  was  diflri- 
buted  in  certain  proportions  of  beads  or  iron.  Such  a proceeding  on 
our  part,  won  fo  much  upon  their  regard  and  confidence,  that  we  could 
not  find  employment  for  the  numbers  that  continually  folicited  to  en- 
gage in  our  fervice. 

The  houfe  was  fufficiently  fpacious  to  contain  all  the  party  intended 
to  be  left  in  the  Sound. — On  the  ground-floor  there  wTas  ample  room 
for  the  coopers,  fail  makers  and  other  artizans  to  work  in  bad  weather  : 
a large  room  was  alfo  fet  apart  for  the  (lores  and  provifions,  and  the  ar- 
mourer’s fhop  was  attached  to  one  end  of  the  building  and  communicated 
with  it.  The  upper  (lory  was  divided  into  an  eating  room  and  cham- 
bers for  the  party.  On  the  whole,  our  houfe,  though  it  was  not  built 
to  fatisfy  a lover  of  architectural  beauty,  was  admirably  well  calculated 
for  the  purpofe  to  which  it  was  deftined,  and  appeared  to  be  a flruClure 
of  uncommon  magnificence  to  the  natives  of  King  George’s  Sound. 

P 2 A flrong 
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A flrong  breaff-work  was  thrown  up  round  the  houfe,  enclofinga  con- 
fiderable  area  of  ground,  which,  W'ith  one  piece  of  cannon,  placed  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  command  the  cove  and  village  of  Nootka,  formed  a forti- 
fication fufficient  to  fecure  the  party  from  any  intrufion.  Without  this 
breaft-work,  wras  laid  the  keel  of  a veffel  of  40  or  50  tons,  which  was 
now  to  be  built  agreeable  to  our  former  determinations. 

By  the  5th  of  June,  our  operations  were  confiderably  advanced  ; the 
fhips  had  been  caulked,  the  rigging  repaired,  and  the  fails  were  over- 
hauled ; — ftone  hallaft  had  been  received  on  board,  as  we  found  the  danger 
of  fand  hallaft,  on  account  of  its  choaking  the  pumps,  and  the  fhip  was 
wooded,  watered,  and  got  ready  for  fea.  All  this  various  and  neceffary 
bufinefs  was  done,  though  the  weather  had  been  very  indifferent 
from  the  time  of  our  arrival,  having  had  almoft  continual  heavy  rains, 
with  foutherly  winds.  Thefe  rains  had  entirely  wafhed  the  flow  from 
off  the  ground,  and  except  on  the  fummits  of  the  mountains  and  the 
higher  hills,  fmall  patches  of  it  only  were  now  to  be  feen  ; but  vegeta- 
tion was  fill  very  backward,  and  changed  but  by  a very  gentle  grada- 
tion the  dreary  appearance  of  the  country  on  our  arrival. 

The  party  defined  to  remain  on  fhore  were  bufily  employed  in  their 
various  occupations  : fome  were  engaged  in  bringing  the  timber  from 
the  woods  at  a great  diftance,  and  through  a thick  foref  of  very  diffi- 
cult paffage  ; others  in  fawing  and  fhaping  it  for  the  feveral  purpofes 
to  which  it  was  to  be  applied,  while  the  armourers  were  bufy  in  making 
bolts,  nails,  &c.  ready  for  ufe,  or  forging  iron  into  the  neceffary  articles 
of  trade;  fo  that,  by  proceeding  on  a fyfem  of  order  and  regularity,  we 
had,  in  a very  little  time,  formed  our  new  Jock-yard,  in  which  the 
carpenters  had  already  laid  the  keel,  and  raifed,  bolted  and  fixed  the 
fern  and  f ern-pof  ; fo  that  expe&ation  had  but  a little  while  to  look 
5 forward, 
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forward,  till  it  would  be  gratified  in  feeing  this  veffel  fit  for  the  fervice 
to  which  it  was  dedined. 

If  hidories  of  navigation  were  written  merely  to  amufe  the  leifure 
hours  of  the  rich,  or  to  fatisfy  the  eager  enquiries  of  the  philofopher, 
much  of  the  minute  parts  of  fuch  a work  as  this  would  be  necedarily 
omitted,  as  unentertaining  to  the  one,  or  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
other;  but  narratives  of  voyages  are  applicable  to  other  purpofes  ; and, 
if  they  fhould  not  prove  indrudive  to  future  navigators — if  they  fhould 
not  tend  to  aid  and  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  commercial  enterprize,  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  fuch  voyages  mud  have  been  encountered  in 
vain,  and  the  time  employed  in  writing  an  account  of  them  be  added  to. 
the  wade  of  life. 

The  good  harmony  and  friendly  intetcourfe  which  fubfifted  between 
us  and  the  natives,  will,  we  trud,  be  confidered  as  a proof  that  our  con- 
dud  was  regulated  by  the  principles  of  humane  policy ; while  the 
generous  and  hofpitable  demeanour  of  our  faithful  allies  will  convey  a fa- 
vourable idea  of  their  charader,  when  treated  with  that  kindnefs  which 
unenlightened  nature  demands,  and  is  the  true  objed  of  commercial 
policy  to  employ. 

The  various  offices  of  perfonal  attachment  which  we  received  from 
many  individuals  of  thefe  people,  were  fufficient  to  convince  us  that 
gratitude  is  a virtue  well  known  on  this  didant  ffiore,— and  that  a noble 
fenfibihty  to  offices  of  kindnefs  was  to  be  found  among  the  woods  of 

Nootka. Callicum  poffeffed  a delicacy  of  mind  and  condud  which 

would  have  done  honour  to  the  mod  improved  date  of  our  civilization  ; 
a thoufand  indances  of  regard  and  affedion  towards  us  might  be  related 
of  this  amiable  man,  who  is  now  no  more;  and  the  only  return  that  we 
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can  make  for  his  friendfhip  is  to  record  it,  with  every  exprefiion  of 
horror  and  deteftation  of  that  inhuman  and  wanton  fpirit  of  murder, 
■which  deprived  his  country  of  its  brighteft  ornament,  the  future  naviga- 
tor of  a protecting  friend, — and  drove  an  unoffending  and  ufeful  people 
from  their  native  home,  to  find  a new  habitation  in  the  diftant  de- 
fart*. 

* This  amiable  chief  was  ffiot  through  the  body  in  the  month  of  June,  1789,  by  an 
officer  on  board  one  of  the  ffiips  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez.  The  following  par- 
ticulars we  received  from  the  matter  of  the  North  Weft  America,  a young  gentleman  of  the 
moft  correft  veracity,  who  was  himfelf  a mournful  witnefs  of  the  inhuman  aft  : — 

Callicum,  his  wife  and  child,  came  in  a fmall  canoe,  with  a prefent  of  fiffi,  along-fide  the 
Princefla,  the  commodore’s  ffiip  ; and,  the  fifh  being  taken  from  him  in  a rough  and  un- 
welcome manner,  before  he  could  prefent  it  to  the  commander, — the  chief  was  fo  incenfed 
at  this  behaviour,  that  he  immediately  left  the  ffiip,  exclaiming  as  he  departed,  pejhae,  pejhae  / 
the  meaning  of  which  is,  bad,  bad  1 — This  conduft  was  conlidered  as  fo  offenfive,  that  he 
was  immediately  ffiot  from  the  quarter-deck,  by  a ball,  through  the  heart.  The  body  on 
receiving  the  ball,  fprung  over  the  fide  of  the  canoe  and  immediately  funk.  The  wife  was 
taken  with  her  child,  in  a ftate  of  ftupefaftion  to  the  ffiore  by  fome  of  her  friends,  who  were 
witnefies  of  this  inhuman  cataftrophe.  Shortly  after,  however,  the  father  of  Callicum 
ventured  on  board  the  Spaniffi  ffiip,  to  beg  permiffion  to  creep  for  the  body  beneath  the 
water,  when  this  fad  requeft  of  parental  forrow  was  refufed,  till  the  poor  afflifted  favage 
had  collefted  a fufficient  number  of  fkins  among  his  neighbours  to  purchafe,  of  chriftians, 
the  privilege  of  giving  fepulture  to  a fon  whom  they  had  murdered.  The  body  was  foon 
found,  and  followed  to  its  place  of  interment  by  the  lamenting  widow,  attended  by  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Sound,  who  exprefled  the  keenefliforrows  for  a chief  whom  they  loved, 
and  to  whofe  virtues  it  becomes  our  duty  to  give  the  grateful  teftimony  of  merited  affeftion. 
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Methods  employed  by  the  Natives  to  advance  the  Price  of  Sea  Otters  Skins 
Iheir  Superiority  in  arranging  their  Bargains  between  us. — Conduct  of 
Com  eke  la, — Made  a Chief  through  our  Influence  .—His  Marriage. — fhe 
Magnificence  of  the  'Entertainment  on  the  Qccafion, — Maquilla  and  his  Chiefs 
ajfedl  our  Drefs  and  Manners. — Valuable  Prefent  of  Maquilla. — A Grindflone 
flolen. — An  human  Hand  offered  for  Sale. — Narrow  Efcape  of  the  Natives 
on  the  Occafion. — Melancholy  Lofs  of  Part  of  the  Crew  of  the  Imperial  Eagle , 
in  t 787. — Sufpicion  that  Maquilla  is  a Cannibal. — Extraordinary  Pillow  of 
Callicum. — flhe  Inhabitants  of  Friendly  Cove  remove  to  a fmall  Hiflancc. 
— flhe  Reafons  and  Facility  of  their  Removal. — A young  Otter  brought 
for  Sale. 

IN  the  interval  between  our  arrival  and  the  fifth  of  June,  a very  brifk 
trade  had  been  carried  on  for  furs,  and  we  had  procured  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  fea  otter  fkins.  On  our  firfl  arrival  we  had  flipu- 
lated  a certain  price  for  every  different  kind  of  fur,  according  to  its 
value;  but  in  the  whole  bufinefs  of  this  traffic  they  availed  themfelves  of 
every  advantage  ; and  it  was  our  intereft,  from  the  views  of  future 
benefit,  to  fubmit  to  any  deviation  they  attempted  to  make  from  their 
original  agreement. 

After  fome  little  time  they  changed  the  whole  order  of  their  traffic 
with  us  ; and  inftead  of  common  barter,  according  to  the  diftindt  value 
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of  the  articles  exchanged,  the  whole  of  our  mercantile  dealings  was  car- 
ried on  by  making  reciprocal  prefents  ; the  ceremony  of  which  was  ac- 
companied with  the  utmofl  difplay  of  their  pride  and  hofpitality The 

particulars  of  thefe  cuftotns  are  related  at  large  in  that  part  of  the  work 
which  is  more  particularly  affigned  to  commercial  information. 

Whenever  Maquilla  or  Callicum  thought  proper  to  make  us  a prefent, 
one  of  their  perfonal  attendants  was  fent  to  requefl  the  company  of  the 
I’ighee , or  Captain,  on  fhore,  who  always  accepted  the  invitation, 
charged  with  fuch  articles  as  were  intended  to  be  prefented  in  return. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  habitation  of  the  chiefs,  where  a great  number  of 
fne&ators  attended  to  fee  the  ceremony,  the  fea  otter  Heins  were  pro- 
duced with  great  fhou  tings  and  geftures  of  exultation,  and  then  laid  at 
our  feet.  The  filence  of  expectation  then  fucceeded  among  them,  and 
their  moft  eager  attention  was  employed  on  the  returns  we  fhould  make; 
nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that,  confidering  our  credit  as  Britifh  merchants, 
we  were  deficient  in  affording  the  expeCled  fatis  faction: — befides,  it  had 
been  artfully  enough  hinted  by  our  Nootka  friends,  that  as  foon  as  their 
prefent  flock  of  fkins  was  exhaufted,  they  fhould  go  upon  an  expedition 
to  procure  more;  and  this  was  one  circumstance,  among  others,  which 
naturally  tended  to  quicken  the  fpirit  of  commerce  between  us. 

Since  the  fir  ft  difcovery  of  this  Sound  by  Captain  Cook,  feveral  fhips 
had  arrived  there  for  the  purpofe  of  trading  with  the  natives,  who  had 
acquired  a greater  degree  of  civilization  from  fuch  a communication  than 
we  expeCled  to  have  found  amongfl  them; — but  it  was  a matter  of  fome 
furprize  to  us,  that  they  appeared,  at  leafl  to  our  obfervation,  totally 
dcflitute  of  European  articles  : for,  of  all  the  iron,  copper,  beads,  &c. 
which  they  muff  have  received  in  return  for  their  furs,  not  a particle  of 

them 
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them  was  now  to  be  feen  ; — nor  is  it  eafy  to  conjecture  in  what  manner 
they  had  contrived,  in  fo  ffiort  a time,  to  diffipate  their  treafures. 

The  ficklenefs  that  they  at  times  difcovered  in  their  traffic,  was  occa- 
lionally  very  trouble lome.  At  onetime  copper  was  their  favourite  ob- 
ject ; at  another,  iron  was  the  only  commodity  in  eflimation  among 
them  ; beads  would  alfo  have  their  turn  of  preference.  But  this  hefita- 
tion  in  their  choice  was  generally  determined  by  a medley  of  them  all. 

Comekela  was,  at  frit,  very  aCtive  in  forwarding  our  commercial 
arrangement  ; but  he  had  become  very  deficient  in  his  native  tongue,  and 
he  now  fpoke  fuch  a jargon  of  the  Chintfe,  Engliffi,  and  Nootkan  lan- 
guages, as  to  be  by  no  means  a ready  interpreter  between  us  land  the 
natives  ; — befides,  in  returning  to  the  manners  of  his  country,  he  began 
to  prefer  the  interefts  of  his  countrymen,  and,  amidft  the  renewed  luxuries 
of  whale  fleffi,  blubber  and  oil,  to  forget  the  very  great  kindnefles  we 
had  bellowed  upon  him. — But  as  he  had,  through  our  influence,  been 
raifed  into  a fituation  of  trufl:  and  honour,  it  was  notour  intereft  to  un- 
fold our  fufpicions  of  his  duplicity  and  ingratitude  towards  us.  Maquilla 
had  committed  to  him  the  care  of  his  mofl  valuable  treafures,  among 
which  was  a brafs  mortar,  left  by  Captain  Cook,  which  was  held  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  eftimation  by  the  Nootka  Chief.  This  piece  of 
culinary  furniture  was  elevated  from  a flate  of  fervile  ufe,  to  become  a 
fymbol  of  royal  magnificence.  It  was  kept  extremely  bright,  and,  in 
vifits,  or  meetings  of  ceremony,  it  was  borne  before  Maquilla,  to  aid  the 
fplendor  of  the  regal  charaCler. — It  was  therefore  an  objcCt  rather  to 
recall  his  former  difpofitions  towards  us,  by  the  continuance  of  our 
friendlhip,  than  to  jufffy  his  deviation  from  that  regard  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  manifi jft  in  our  favour.  We  therefore  exerted  our  influence  with 
his  brother  Maquilla,  to  elevate  him  at  once  to  the  character  of  chief, 
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by  marrying  him  to  a woman  of  rank  in  his  own  diftrift.  This  favour 
was  immediately  granted  to  our  folicitation,  and  we  were  invited  to  the 
nuptials,  which  were  folemnized  with  all  poffible  magnificence. — Half 
a whale,  a large  quantity  of  other  fiffl,  with  an  adequate  proportion  of 
oil,  formed  the  fumptuous  part  of  this  entertainment,  which  was  ferved 
with  a furprizing  degree  of  regularity  to  near  three  hundred  people,  who 
conduced  themfelves  with  great  order,  and  expreffed  extreme  fatisfaflion 
at  the  fplendor  and  hofpitality  of  their  chief. 

On  the  6th,  a meffenger  came  on  board  from  Maquilla,  with  the  informa- 
tion that  be  was  preparing  to  make  us  a very  fuperb  prefent,  and  to  defire 
our  attendance  on  fflore,  in  order  to  receive  it. — We  immediately  waited 
on  the  chief,  and  found  him  dreffed  in  an  European  fuit  ofcloaths,  with 
a ruffled  fihirt,  and  his  hair  queued  and  powdered  : — thefe  decorations  of 
his  perfon  were  part  of  thofe  prefents  which  Comekela  had  received 
from  us,  and  were,  with  all  their  weight  of  copper  ornaments,  confidered 
as  a proud  diftinction  of  Nootka  royalty.  The  king  was  furrounded 
with  feveral  chiefs,  who  were  all  adorned  with  fome  particular  article  of 
Engliffl  drefs,  which  appeared  to  afford  an  uncommon  gratification  to 
their  vanity;  and,  on  this  occafion,  they  had  cleanfed  their  faces  from 
all  the  oil  and  ochre  with  which  they  were  u fually  bedaubed. — In- 
deed, the  metamorphofis  was  of  fuch  a nature,  as,  on  our  firft  entering 
the  houfe,  to  puzzle  us  a little  in  the  recognition  of  our  friends. 
This  circumftance  afforded  them  confiderable  entertainment,  which  was 
followed  by  their  rifing  up  and  imitating  our  mode  of  falutation.  The 
manner  of  taking  off  their  hats,  the  curious  geffures  they  fell  into,  in 
fc raping  and  bowing  to  each  other,  with  a few  Engliffl  words  which 
they  had  acquired,  and  now  repeated  aloud,  without  connexion  or 
undemanding,  compofed  a fcene  with  which  they  were  delighted,  and 
we  could  not  be  difpleafcd.  When  thefe  good-humoured  ceremonies  were 

over. 
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over,  the  chief  ordered  feveral  very  fine  fea  otter  fkins  to  be  produced 
before  us,  and  afterwards  fent  on  board  the  fhip  ; to  which  he  added  a 
very  fine  deer,  that  had  been  juft  killed  in  the  woods  by  one  of 
his  people.  We  were  not  backward  in  making  a fuitable  prefent  to  Ma- 
quilla ; and,  on  our  return  to  the  fhip,  we  found  that  the  otter-fkins  had 
preceded  us. 

The  arrival  of  Comekela  had  infpired  thefe  people  with  a decided 
preference  for  the  articles  of  European  drefs  ; — an  hat,  a fhoe,  or  a 
flocking,  would  generally  turn  the  balance  of  commercial  negotiation 
in  our  favour : — nor  did  we  negleft  any  motives  in  our  power  to 
encourage  a fancy  which  might  promote  the  ufe  of  woollens  amongft 
them. 

On  the  7th,  a complaint  was  made  by  the  cooper  that  his  grindftone 
had  been  ftolen  by  the  natives. — This  was  the  firft  aft  of  depredation 
that  we  had  fuffered  ; — indeed  the  different  fhips  that  had  vifited  the 
Sound  before  us  are  faid  to  have  endured  a fimilar  lofs.  We  had  obferved 
that  the  attention  of  the  people  had  been  principally  direfted  to  this 
ftone,  being  convinced  that  it  contained  fome  peculiar  charm,  by  which 
it  communicated,  with  fuch  little  trouble,  fo  fharp  an  edge  to  our  iron  ; 
an  operation  which  they  found  a matter  of  no  common  difficulty. 

The  lofs  of  this  article  was  of  fome  importance  ; and  every  means  was 
exerted  to  recover  it,  but  in  vain  ; — even  our  application  to  Maquilla 
was  not  attended  with  the  ufual  fuccefs. — It  was,  however,  thought  more 
prudent  to  connive  at  the  theft,  than  engage  in  a difpute  with  the 
people; — we  therefore  contented  ourfelves  with  iftuing  ftrift  orders  that 
none  of  the  natives,  except  the  chiefs,  fhould,  in  future,  be  admitted 
within  the  breaft-work  that  furrounded  the  houfe. 
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On  the  8th,  a ftrSnge  canoe  with  feveral  people  in  it  entered  the  cove,  and, 
coming  alongfide  the  (hip,  fold  us  a fmall  number  of  fea  otter  Ikins  : — they 
alfo  offered  for  fale  an  human  hand,  dried  and  fhrivelled  up  ; the  fingers  of 
which  were  compleat,  and  the  nails  long;  but  our  horror  may  be  better 
conceived  than  expreffed,  when  we  faw  a feal  hanging  from  the  ear  of 
one  of  the  men  in  the  canoe,  which  was  known  to  have  belonged  to  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Millar,  of  the  Imperial  Eagle,  whofe  melancholy  hiflory 
was  perfedlly  well  known  to  every  one  on  board*.  The  failors  fcarcely 
hefitated  a moment  in  expreffing  their  opinion  that  it  mufl  have  been  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Millar,  and  that  the  people  before  them  were  the  murderers  of 
that  officer.  This  fufpicion  would  have  caufed  the  certain  death  of  our 
vifitors,  if  it  had  not  been  fuggefled  that  the  feal  in  queftion  might  have 
been  transferred,  by  a fucceffion  of  barters,  to  the  prefent  poffeffor. — 
The  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  hand  was,  however,  confidered  as  fo  pre- 
ponderating a circumftance,  that  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  keep  the 
failors  in  due  bounds;  and  who,  after  all,  could  not  be  retrained  from 
driving  thefe  people  away  from  the  fhip,  with  every  mark  of  infult  and 
deteflation.  They  proved,  however,  to  be  innocent  of  the  crime  of  which 
they  had  been  lufpe&ed ; as  we  were  allured,  the  next  day,  by  Ma- 
quilla  himfelf,  on  his  own  knowledge,  that  they  had  received  the  articles 
which  had  occafioned  fo  much  difgufl:  to  us,  in  the  way  of  trade,  from 
the  natives  of  Queenhythe,  which  was  the  very  place  where  Mr.  Millar 
and  his  affociates  had  been  murdered. — But  the  chief  did  not  attempt  to 

* The  Imperial  Eagle  was  a fhip  employed  to  collect  furs  on  the  Coaft  of  America,  in 
the  year  1 787.  In  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  the  Captain  difpatched  his  long-boat  from 
King  George’s  Sound,  on  a trading  expedition  as  far  as  47°  North;  fhe  then  anchored 
a-breaft  of  a river,  the  fhallows  at  whofe  entrance  prevented  the  long-boat  from  getting 
into  it.  A fmall  boat,  however,  which  was  attached  to  the  other,  was  fent  up  the  1 iver  with 
Mr.  Millar,  an  officer  of  the  Imperial  Eagle,  another  young  gentleman,  and  four  feamen.—- 
They  continued  rowing  till  they  came  to  a village,  where  they  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
feized  and  murdered  by  the  natives,  as  their  cloaths  were  afterwards  found  ftained  with  blood. 
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deny  that  the  hand  had  belonged  to  one  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  j 
and,  from  his  manifefl  confufion  in  converfing  on  this  fubjeft,  and  va- 
rious other  concurring  circumftances,  which  will  be  related  hereaf- 
ter, we  were  very  much  difpofed  to  believe  that  Maquilla  himfelf  was 
a cannibal.  There  is,  indeed,  too  much  • reafon  to  apprehend  that 
the  horrible  traffic  for  human  fleffi  extends,  more  or  lefs,  along  this 
part  of  the  continent  of  America.  Even  our  friend  Callicum  repo  fed  his 
head,  at  night,  upon  a large  bag,  filled  with  human  Ikulls,  which  he 
fhewed  as  the  trophies  of  his  fuperior  courage  ; and  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  the  bodies  of  the  vi&ims  to  which  they  belonged,  had 
furniffied  a banquet  of  victory  for  him,  and  the  warriors  that  ffiared  his 
fa v age  glory. 

On  the  fame  day  Wicananifh,  a powerful  chief  to  the  Southward,  at 
whole  court  Maquilla  was  vifiting  when  we  arrived  in  the  Sound,  came 
to  return  the  vifit,  with  two  war  canoes,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  nu- 
merous l'uite  fuperblv  dreffed  in  furs  of  the  higheft  eftimation.  Thele 
people  were  of  a more  thriving  appearance  than  our  friends  at  Nootka, 
which  arofe,  probably,  from  their  being  fituated  on  a part  of  the  coafl 
where  whales  were  in  greater  plenty; — for  this  article,  on  which 
much  of  the  fuflenance,  and  ail  their  luxury  depended,  was  beginning 
to  be  fcarce  in  Nootka  Sound.  Wicananifh  paid  us  a formal  vifit  on 
board  the  Felice,  and  invited  us  to  his  place  of  refidence,  with  a promife 
of  great  abundance  of  furs  ; — but  we  could  not,  at  prefent,  tempt  him, 
or  any  of  his  attendants,  by  any  articles  in  our  polTeffion,  to  part  with 
the  beautiful  drefles  which  they  wore. 

On  the  10th,  we  obferved  a general  commotion  throughout  the  il- 
lage,  and,  in  a Ihort  time,  as  if  by  enchantment,  the  greater  part  of  the 
houles  difappeared. — When  we  went  on  fhore,  Maquilla  informed  us  that 
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1 78 8.  his  people  were  preparing  to  remove  to  a bay  which  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  two  miles  from  the  Sound,  on  account  of  the  great  quantities  of 
fi(h  which  reforted  thither,  not  only  to  procure  a prefent  flock  of  whale 
and  other  fifh,  but  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  prepare  for  their 
winter’s  fubhflence. 

The  manner  in  which  the  houfes  of  Nootka  are  conftrudted,  renders 
the  embarkations  as  well  as  debarkations  a work  of  little  time  and  ready 
execution,  fo  that  a large  and  populous  village  is  entirely  removed  to  a 
different  flation  with  as  much  eafe  as  any  other  water  carriage.  But  a 
more  particular  account  of  tliefe  and  fimilar  circumftances  relating  to 
the  manners  and  cufloms  of  thefe  North  Weflern  Americans,  will,  as  we 
have  before  had  occafion  to  obferve,  be  given  in  another  part  of  this 
volume. 

Several  young  fea  otters  were  brought  on  board  for  fale,  which  found 
no  purchafers.  One  of  them  was  brought  alive  ; the  dams  and  all  their 
whelps  had  been  killed  by  Maquilla,  except  this,  which,  however,  had 
met  with  fome  very  rough  treatment,  as  one  of  its  eyes  had  been  evi- 
dently forced  out  of  its  focket.  It  was  very  fmall,  made  a noife  exactly 
like  a young  child,  and  was  the  mod:  animated  creature  we  had  ever  feen 
among  the  brute  race. — After  keeping  it  a day  or  two,  we  threw  it  into 
the  fea,  in  order  to  let  it  efcape  ; but,  to  our  great  furprize,  we  found 
that  it  could  neither  dive  or  fwim,  but  continued  flouncing  about  in  the 
water  till  we  retook  it  on  board,  when  it  foon  after  died  from  the  bruifes 
it  had  received. — This  circumftance  is,  however,  eafily  accounted  for, 
as  the  dam  of  the  fea  otter  is  well  known  to  carry  its  young  ones  on  its 
back  till  a certain  period,  when  they  have  acquired  both  flrength  and 
habit  to  take  care  of  themfelves. 
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CHAP.  XL 

Ship  prepares  to  put  to  Sea. — ’the  Pinnace  Jlolen  by  the  Natives . — Impojfibility 
of  recovering  her. — Some  uneafneffies  on  board  the  Ship. — Officers  and  Party 
intended  to  be  left  on  fore , landed. — Provifons  made  for  equipping  the  New 
Feffiel. — the  Safety  of  the  Party  confulted. — Progrefs  of  the  New  Feffiel. 
— Health  of  the  Crew. — Supplies  of  Fijh. — A formal  Fift  to  Maquilla , 
and  Renewal  of  the  treaty , &c. — He  is  made  acquainted  with  the  probable 

time  of  the  Iphigenia’s  Arrival Requcfls  a Letter  for  the  Captain. — ■ 

Our  Afonifjrnent  at  his  Knowledge , and  by  what  Means  it  was  obtained. — • 
Story  of  Mr.  Maccay. — Callicum  arrives  from  hunting  the  Sea  Otter. — 
Articles  which  had  belonged  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  in  his  Poffieffion. — the  Ship 
puts  to  Sea.— Plan  of  future  Proceedings , &c.  &c. 


ON  the  nth  of  June,  the  weather  being  fine  and  moderate,  the  fhip  Wednefdayn 
was  unmoored  and  towed  by  the  boats  out  of  Friendly  Cove, 
in  order  to  put  to  fea  : it  had  been  our  intention  to  have  departed 
on  the  9th,  but  we  buffered  an  accident  which  very  much  difi: refled 
us  : this  was  no  lefs  than  the  lofs  'of  the  Pinnace,  a very  large  fine 
boat,  and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  we  had.  We  were  difpofed  to  be- 
lieve at  firft,  that  fhe  broke  adrift  from  the  fhip  in  the  night,  in  a gufi:  of 
wind,  without  being  perceived  by  the  watch  ; — but  in  the  morning  fhe  was 
not  to  be  feen,  and  both  boats  and  canoes  were  difpatched  in  fearch  of 
her,  but  to  no  purpofe  of  fuccefs.  Large  rewards  were  then  offered  to 
the  natives  if  they  would  reftore  her,  as,  from  a variety  of  circumftances, 
we  had  no  doubt  but  that  fhe  was  in  their  poffeflion.  Maquilla  and  Cal- 
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This  theft  threatened,  at  flrfl:,  a rupture  between  us  and  the  chief ; 
and  while  there  were  any  hopes  of  producing  the  reftoration  of  the 
Pinnace,  we  alTumed  rather  an  appearance  of  refentment;  but  when 
we  were  convinced  that  the  recovery  of  the  boat  was  impracticable, 
we  let  the  matter  pafs  over  without  any  further  buftie  or  diflurbance. 
Plad  we,  indeed,  proceeded  to  take  any  fteps  towards  a retaliation,  it  would 
probably  have  occalioned  a breach  between  us  and  the  chief  of  Nootka, 
which  might  have  been  difid vantageous  to  our  commercial  objefts  in 
general,  and  been  attended  with  evident  danger  t:o  the  party  we  Ihould 
leave  behind  us.  We  therefore  contented  ourfelves  with  warning  Ma- 
quilla  againfl:  any  depredations  of  a fimilar  nature,  and  fufpending  the 
quarter-mafters  from  their  Nations,  as  it  was  from  their  negleCt  that 
this  very  diftreffing  inconvenience  proceeded. 

There  Hill  continued  to  lurk  amongfl:  the  crew  thofe  lymptoms  of 
mutiny  which  had,  at  times,  difcovered  itfelf  in  the  early  part  of  the 
vo  age;  though  we  had  flattered  ourfelves  that  it  was  entirely  eradicated 
previous  to  our  arrival  at  Samboingan.  The  boatfwain  had  lately  failed 
in  that  refpeCl  to  the  officers,  which  the  duties  of  his  ftation  indifpen- 
fably  obliged  him  to  obferve.  But  a proper  degree  of  fpirit  and  exertion 
checked  fuch  menacing  conduct,  and  he  was  degraded  from  his  fituation 
to  the  inferior  duty  before  the  mart.  Another  boatfwain  was  appointed 
in  his  ftead,  and  the  whole  of  this  proceeding  was  entered  in  the 
log-book. 
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licum  both  afferted  their  innocence  in  the  ffirongefl:  terms  ; but  it  after- 
wards appeared,  as  we  fufpe&ed,  that  the  boat  had  been  ftolen  and  bro- 
ken up  for  the  fake  of  the  iron  and  nails,  which  were  afterwards  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  Sound. 


On 
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On  the  day  previous  to  our  departure  we  landed  the  officers  and  party 
who  were  to  remain  on  fhore  with  the  carpenters,  in  order  to  compleat 
the  veffel.  Proper  inftrudions  were  left  with  the  commanding  officer, 
fhould  the  Felice  fail  in  her  propofed  return,  or  any  fatality  happen 
either  to  her  or  the  Iphigenia,  who  was  expected  in  the  Sound  by  the 
latter  end  of  the  autumn.  In  cafe  fuch  an  accumulated  misfortune 
ffiould  befal  the  expedition,  we  left  every  neceffary  ftore  to  equip  the 
new  veffel  for  fea,  with  fufficient  provifions  to  carry  her  to  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands,  where  (he  would  be  able  to  obtain  fufficient  refrefhment  to 
enable  her  to  proceed  to  China.  It  was  but  a neceffary  duty  to  guard, 
as  well  as  we  were  able,  againfl  every  pofiible  calamity  ; the  ffiip’s  com- 
pany did  not  appear  to  feel  any  impreffions  of  an  unfavourable  omen,  and 
we  left  our  friends' on  fhore  with  the  moft  chearing  hopes  of  finding  them 
at  our  return,  in  a fituation  of  great  advantage  and  comfort. 

But,  independent  of  the  veffel,  we  hoped  to  reap  very  confiderable  be- 
nefits from  the  party  on  fhore  ; at  leaf!  we  had  every  reafon  to  exped 
that  they  would  colled  all  the  furs  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  King 
George’s  Sound  during  the  fummer  months,  which  we  knew  muff  be 
confiderable.  We  were,  at  all  events,  very  certain  that  they  would  re- 
main free  from  diflurbance  and  moleftation  ; for  befides  a piece  of  cannon 
mounted  on  the  works,  the  little  fort  was  well  fupplied  with  arms  and 
ammunition;  and  the  garrifon,  including  the  artificers,  was  .fully  fuffi- 
cient to  defend  it  againfl;  any  power  that  could  be  brought  againfl  it. 

The  veffel  was  in  great  forwardnefs,  feveral  of  her  floor  timbers  were 
laid,  and  the  armourers  had  prepared  a large  quantity  of  nails  and  bolts. 
There  was  eflablifhed,  befides,  a very  convenient  rope-walk,  and  we  had 
already  begun  to  manufacture  that  effential  article.  So  that,  if  all  the 
circumftances  of  eroding  a comfortable  and  commodious  houfe,  ballaffing 
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and  equipping  the  Felice  for  fea,  and  the  laborious  bufinefs  of  procuring 
timber  and  preparing  materials  for  the  conflru&ion  of  the  new  veffels, 
with  fome  few  neceffary  attentions  to  our  commercial  arrangements,  be 
confidered,  the  accufation  of  idlenefs  or  negligence,  would  be  the  laft 
that  the  moft  unreflecting  injuftice  could  lay  to  our  charge. 

On  our  firft  arrival  in  the  Sound  the  country  appeared  moift,  dreary, 
and  uncomfortable  ; but  we  obferved  very  little  fnow  then  on  the  ground, 
and  that  little  was  quickly  walked  away  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fuc- 
ceeded  our  arrival: — we  found  the  air  remarkably  mild,  and  the  frefh 
greens  and  onions,  which  were  in  the  greateft  abundance,  foon  reftored 
the  invalids  we  had  011  board  to  a ftate  of  perfect  health. 

Our  fupplies  of  fifh  were  conflant  and  regular,  and  the  natives  never 
failed  to  bring  to  daily  fale  as  much  of  this  article  as  they  could  fpare 
from  the  demands  of  home  confumption. 

On  the  eve  of  our  departure,  a formal  vifit  was  paid  Maquilla,  in  order 
to  acquaint  him  that  on  the  next  day  we  propofed  to  leave  the  Sound. 
We  made  him  underhand  that  it  would  be  three  or  four  months  before 
our  fhip  would  return,  and  about  what  time  we  fuppofed  the  velfel  on  the 
hocks  would  be  launched.  They  called  the  latter  Mamatlee  or  flip,  and 
the  former  Tigbee  Mamatlce,  or  great  fhip. The  chief  was  alfo  re- 

queued to  fhew  every  mark  of  attention  and  friendihip  to  the  party  we 
fhould  leave  on  fhore  ; and  as  a bribe  to  fecure  his  attachment,  he  was 
promifed  that  when  we  finally  left  the  coaft,  he  fhould  enter  into  full 
pofleflion  of  the  houfe  and  all  the  goods  and  chattels  thereunto  belonging. 
As  a proof  of  our  immediate  regard,  he  was  prefented  with  a fuit  of 
cloaths  covered  with  metal  buttons,  in  his  eyes  of  extraordinary  eftima- 
tion ; feveral  prefents  were  made  to  the  ladies  of  his  family  ; and  as  we 
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were  taking  our  leave,  an  old  lady,  the  aunt  of  Comekela,  whom  we  have 
already  defcribed  as  a mafs  of  age  and  filthinefs,  requeued,  in  a very 
earned:  manner,  to  be  indulged  with  a pair  of  buckles,  which,  immediately 
on  her  receiving  them,  were  hung  in  her  ears  with  the  fame  pride  that 
European  beauty  feels  in  decorating  its  charms  with  the  gems  of  India. 

Maquilla,  who  was  glowing  with  delight  at  the  attentions  we  had 
paid  him,  readily  granted  every  requed  we  thought  proper  to  make,  and 
confirmed,  with  the  dronged  a flu  ranees  of  good  faith,  the  treaty  of 
frietidfhip  which  had  been  already  entered  into  between  us.  He  was 
now  alfo  informed  that  another  fhip  was  expedted  in  the  Sound,  which 
might  probably  arrive  in  our  abfence,  and  that  the  Captain  of  this  fhip 
was  our  particular  friend.  On  receiving  this  intelligence,  he  very  much 
aftonifhed  us  by  demanding,  without  the  lead  hefitation,  that  we  would 
leave  a letter  with  him  for  our  friend,  the  chief.  We  had  not  the  lead 
idea  that  thefe  people  had  the  modimperfedt  notion  of  our  poflefling  the 
faculty  of  communicating  our  thoughts  to  each  other  on  paper  ; and 
curiofity  was  indantly  awake  to  know  by  what  means  they  could  pof- 
flbly  have  acquired  fuch  an  article  of  information.  It  was,  however, 
foon  fuggeded  to  us,  that  thefe  people  obtained  their  knowledge  from  a 
Mr.  Maccay,  who  had  remained,  we  believe,  upwards  of  fourteen 
months  among  them,  duiing  which  time  he  had  kept  a journal,  which 
we  have  feen,  and  the  circumdance  of  which  cannot  be  pafled  over  with- 
out fome  account  of  the  bufinefs  which  occafioned  his  being  left  to 
nothing  better  than  favage  life. 

The  fhips  Captain  Cook  and  Experiment  had  been  equipped  under 
the  diredtion  of  Mr.  Scot,  — whofe  mercantile  experience  and  fpirit 
are  acknowledged  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  India,  — from  Bombay 
to  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  colledting  furs: — they  arrived  on  the 
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1788.  coad  in  the  year  1786,  and  left  Mr.  Maccay,  the  furgeon’s  mate  on 

June.  board  one  of  them,  with  his  own  entire  confent  and  approbation,  under 

the  protection  of  Maquilla.  Mr.  Strange,  who  had  the  fuperintendence 
of  thefe  fhips,  entertained  an  opinion  that  very  great  commercial  effeils 
might  proceed  from  leaving  Mr.  Maccay  with  the  natives  of  King 
George’s  Sound,  to  learn  their  language,  cuftoms  and  manners.  He 
was,  therefore,  accordingly  left  in  the  year  1786,  and  continued  with> 
them  till  1787,  when  he  embarked  for  China  on  board  the  Imperial, 
Eagle.. 

Though  this  gentleman  had  been  furnifihed  with  cloaths  and  provifions 
for  his  day  at  Nootka,  he  was  reduced  to  the  level  of  a favage,  and  we 
hardly  could  conceive  how  it  was  podible  for  an  European  conditution 
to  fupport  itfelf  with  food  averfe  to  its  habits  and  its  nature, — to  live  in 
every  fpecies  of  filth,  and  fatisfy  even  hunger  with  train  oil  and  blubber. 
But  this  was  not  all, — during  Mr.  Maccay’s  day,  from  the  length  and 
feverity  of  the  winter,  a famine  reigned  at  Nootka  Sound  : the  dock  of 
dried  filh  was  expended,  and  no  freflr  fupplies  of  any  kind  was  to  be 
caught  ; fo  that  the  natives  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a dated  allowance, 
and  the  chiefs  brought  every  day  to  our  countrymen,  the  dated  meal  of 
feven  dried  herrings  heads.  The  perulal  of  this  gentleman’s  journal 
would  fhock  any  mind  tiindured  with  humanity.  The  favages,  how- 
ever, gave  him  a wife,  and  once  or  twice  took  him  with  them  to 
feads  and  didant  parts;  and  we  can  vouch,  whatever  their  conduit  may 
have  been,  that  both  the  chiefs  at  Nootka  and  Wicananifh  enquired  com 
eerning  his  welfare  as  if  they  felt  the  adeition  for  him  which  they 
expre  fifed. 

Maquilla  was  therefore  indulged  with  a letter  agreeable  to  his  requed  ; 
and  we  were  not  long  in  making  the  difcovety,  that  a dread  of  the  Iphi- 
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genia’s  arrival  would  prove  a ftronger  protection  to  our  party,  than  all  1788. 
the  kind nefs  we  had  bellowed  on,  and  all  the  promif^s  which  we  had  ^u:sE’ 
received  from  him. 

Callicum,  who  had  been  gone  for  lome  time  to  hunt  otters,  was  now 
returned,  and  it  gave  us  no  little  fatisfadlion  that  the  chief  on  whom  we 
had  the  moll  reliance,  and  who  was  the  profeffed  protector  and  patron 
of  our  party,  was  come  back  to  Nootka,  previous  to  our  departure  from 
it.  The  ufual  tokens  of  friendlhip  pafled  between  us  ; but,  in  return 
for  the  prefent  we  now  made  him,  he  furprifed  us  with  three  pieces  of  a 
brafly  metal  formed  like  cricket  bats,  on  which  the  remains  of  the  name 
and  arms  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  and  the  date  of  the  year  1775,  were  very 
evident.  On  one  of  them  the  engraving  was  not  fo  much  injured  as  to 
prevent  the  whole  of  it  from  being  very  intelligible  ; on  the  others? 
part  of  thefe  diltindt  marks  was  worn  out.  But  thefe  tokens  of  regard 
were  returned  to  the  amiable  chief,  to  continue  the  remembrance  of  the 
original  donor  of  them,  to  whofe  enterprifing  and  philofophic  fpirit  we 
may  be  laid  to  be  in  a great  meafure  indebted  for  the  difcovery  of  a 
coall,  which,  in  fpite  of  every  impediment,  will,  1 trull,,  prove  a fource 
of  beneficial  commerce  to  our,  country,. 

On  putting  to  fea,-  it  was  determined  to  trace  the  Southern  part  of 
the  coall  from  King  George’s  Sound,  as  the  Iphigenia  was  to  trace  the 
Northern  part  of  it,  from  Cook’s  River  to  the  fame  place  ; by  which  ar- 
rangement the  whole  of  the  American  continent  from  6o°  to  450  North 
would  be  explored,  with  various  intermediate  places  which  were*  not 
examined  by  Captain  Cook..  We  accordingly  fet  fail,  after  having  given 
repeated  inftrudlions  to  the  party  we  left  behind,  to  hold  themfelves 
continually  on  their  guard  againlf  the  natives, — and  to  be  extremely 
attentive  to  preferve  the  moll  perfect  harmony  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Nootka  Sound. 
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The  chief sHanna  and  Detootche  vifit  the  Ship  on  her  Way  to  the  Rejidence  cf  Wi- 
cananijh,  &c. — JVicananiJJj  arrives  on  board , and  pilots  the  Ship  into  his  Road- 
Jled. — 'Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  come  off  to  the  Ship. — The  Face  of  the 
Country  and  the  Village  of  Wicananijh  dferibed. — Vift  paid  to  the  Chief  — 
Defcription  of  his  Houfc. — Their  Ingenuity  a Subject  of  Aflonijh  merit. — Im- 
menfe  Family  of  Wicananijh. — His  Opulence , Riches,  and  Mode  of  Feafing. — 
Prefents  made  to  Wicananijh.  — The  high  Value  fet  on  Tea-kettles. — The 
magnificent  Return  made  to  our  Prefents. — The  Wives  of  Wicananfij,  their 
Beauty,  with  the  Prefents  made  to  them. — Brijk  Trade  carried  on  with  the 
Natives. — Refrefhments  procured. — Trade  with  the  Chief. — Murder  of  a 
Stranger  by  the  People  of  the  Village. — The  Ship  obliged  by  bad  Weather  to 
enter  the  inner  Port , named  Port  Cox. 

the  1 1 th  of  June  in  the  evening,  we  were  purfuing  our  courfe 
to  the  South  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the  fhore, 
when.,  at  funfet,  Breaker’s  Point,  which  forms  the  Eaftern  fhore  of  the 
entrance  of  King  George’s  Sound,  bore  in  the  direction  of  North  Weft 
half  Weft,  and  a point  appeared  ftretching  to  the  Southward  of  Breaker’s 
Point,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Half-way  Point,  on  account  of  its 
being  about  midway  between  King  George’s  Sound  and  the  retidence  of 
Wicananifti.  This  point  bore  Eaft,  and  our  diftance  from  the  fhore 
might  be  about  three  leagues.  By  a medium  of  feveral  amplitudes  and 
azimuths,  the  variation  of  the  compafs  was  21°  J Eafterly. 
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We  continued  ourcourfe  till  eleven  o’clock,  with  the  long-boat  in  tow, 
when  it  was  thought  prudent  to  heave  to  for  the  night.  At  day-break 
on  the  1 2th,  we  made  fail,  with  the  wind  variable.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  was  490  22''  North,  though  we  yet  obferved  Breaker’s  Point  bearing 
North  Well  by  North  ; and  at  the  fame  time  faw  an  high  mountain 
over  the  entrance  of  Wicananifh,  bearing  Eaft  North  Eaft,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  feven  leagues. 

As  we  purfued  our  courfe,  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order  to  examine  the 
coad:  between  our  prefent  pofition  and  King  George’s  Sound,  the  wind 
veered  to  the  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  and  the  weather  became  overcaff  ; as 
this  wind  was  direftly  againft  us,  the  fhip  was  tacked,  and  we  flood  out 
to  fea,  being  apprehenhve  of  bad  weather,  which  we  generally  found  to 
attend  the  South  Eaft  winds.  Our  fears  were  foon  and  very  fully  con- 
firmed, for  the  weather  became  fqually  and  violent.  The  top-fails  were 
clofe  reefed  ; and  we  continued  Handing  to  fea  to  procure  an  offing,  the 
moft  important  objeft  of  attention  on  this  coaft.  In  the  night  it  blew 
very  hard  from  the  South  Eaft,  with  an  heavy  fea,  thick  weather,  and 
conftant  as  well  as  violent  rain.  At  midnight  the  fhip  was  wore,  and 
we  flood  in  for  the  land. 

At  day-break  on  the  13th,  the  weather,  though  it  cleared  away  at 
times,  had  a very  tempefluous  appearance  ; our  diftance  from  the  land 
might  be  iix  leagues,  and  the  remarkable  lull  above  Wicanamffi  appeared 
very  plain  in  the  form  of  a fugar  loaf : it  bore  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  feven 
leagues.  As  we  itood  111  ior  ihe  fhore,  feveral  canoes-  came  off  to  us  from 
a cluftei  of  1 (lands  nearly  abreaft  of  us,  in  moft  of  which  there  were  up- 
wards  of  twenty  men,  of  a pleafing  appearance  and  brawny  form,  chiefly 
^loathed  in  otter  (kins  of  great  beauty.  They  paddled  along  with  great 
velocity,  and  after  fome  time,  two  of  the  boats  came  along-lide,  and  the 
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people  in  them  did  not  hefitate  to  come  on  board.  Amongft  them  there 
were  two  chiefs,  named  Hanna  and  Detootche,  who  refided  at  a village 
abreaft  of  the  fhip.  They  were  the  liandfomeft  men  we  had  feen  : — Hanna 
was  about  forty,  and  carried  in  his  looks  all  the  exterior  marks  of  pleafantry 
and  good  humour;  Detootche  was  a young  man,  who  to  the  beauty 
of  form,  added  the  graces  of  manner  ; and,  as  far  as  our  penetration  could 
difcover,  the  better  qualities  of  the  mind.  They  appeared  to  be  perfectly 
at  eafe  in  our  fociety,  fhook  every  perfon  on  board  by  the  hand,  and 
gave  us  very  friendly  invitations  to  receive  the  hofpitality  of  their  terri- 
tory. They  were  extremely  preffing  that  the  flflp  fliould  go  in  among 
the  iflands. 

But  as  we  had  predetermined  to  feek  out  the  relidence  of  Wicananifli, 
which  we  were  inflrudted  was  not  far  from  King  George’s  Sound,  we 
kept  Handing  with  that  view  towards  the  iflands,  which,  as  we  ap- 
proached, appeared  to  be  low  and  woody,  but  we  could  perceive  no 
pra&icable  channel  between  them.  Hanna  and  Detootche,  to  whom  we 
had  made  fome  trifling  prefents,  now  took  their  leave  and  paddled  on 
(hore. 

About  noon  the  weather  broke  up,  and  the  wind  veered  to  the  North- 
ward of  Eafl,  with  which  we  flood  along  the  fliore  to  enter  between  this 
range  of  iflands  and  the  main  ; when  we  perceived  another  fmall  fleet  of 
canoes  approaching  us,  in  the  foremoft  of  which  we  faw  Wicananifli, 
who,  in  a fliort  time  came  on  board,  and  undertook  to  pilot  us  himfelt 
into  his  harbour,  the  entrance  of  which,  as  he  pointed  it  out  to  us,  was 
at  the  diflance  of  about  five  miles. 

Boats  were  now  fent  a-head  to  found,  and  we  followed,  under  an  eafy 
fail ; when,  after  rounding  the  extremity  of  the  Southernmoft  ifland, 
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we  entered  the  roadfled,  palling  between  feveral  reefs  of  rocks.  Our 
foundings  were  very  regular ; and,  about  one  o’clock,  we  anchored  be- 
tween the  main  and  the  iflands,  being  pretty  well  fheltered  from  the 
fea.  Wicananifh  proved  an  excellent  pilot,  and  was  not  only  indefati- 
gable in  his  own  exertions,  but  equally  attentive  to  the  coneuft  of  his 
canoes,  in  their  attendance  upon  us. 

This  roadfled  bore  the  wildefl  appearance  that  can  be  conceived, 
and  was  defended  from  the  fea  by  feveral  fmall  iflets  and  reefs,  which 
nearly  conne&ed  them.  The  port  we  obferved  was  fituated  about  two 
miles  from  the  anchoring  ground  we  occupied,  the  entrance  of  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  two  cables  length  in  breadth. 

Abreaft  of  the  fhip,  on  one  of  the  iflands,  we  perceived  a village  almoll: 
thrice  as  large  as  that  of  Nootka ; from  every  part  of  which  we  now 
faw  the  people  launching  their  canoes,  and  coming  off  in  fhoals  to  the 
{hip,  laden  with  fifh,  wild  onions,  and  berries,  which  they  difpofed  of 
to  the  failors  for  fmall  bits  of  iron,  and  other  articles  of  fimilar  attrac- 
tion.  Wicananifh  was  entertained  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day 

on  board,  with  feveral  of  his  friends,  and  at  night  returned  to  the  fhore, 
followed  by  a long  train  of  natives,  who  had  waited  to  attend  him. 

The  very  fine  weather  on  the  14th,  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  obferve 
the  face  of  the  country,  which  appeared  on  all  fides  to  be  an  impene- 
trable foreft,  without  any  intervals  of  a clear  country.  The  village  of 
Wicananifh  Hands  on  a riling  bank  near  the  fea,  and  is  backed  by  the 
woods.  In  confequence  of  a meffage  from  the  chief  to  invite  us  to  a feaft 
at  his  houfe,  we  landed  about  noon,  when  we  were  met  by  a large  crowd 
of  women  and  children,  and  conduced  by  the  brother  of  Wicananifh  to 
the  place  of  entertainment. 
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1788.  On  entering  the  houle,  we  were  abfolutely  adonilhed  at  the  vaft  ares 
it  enclofed.  It  contained  a large  fquare,  boarded  up  clofe  on  all  fides  to 
the  height  of  twenty  feet,  with  planks  of  an  uncommon  breadth  and 
length.  Three  enormous  trees,  rudely  carved  and  painted,  formed  the 
rafters,  which  were  fupported  at  the  ends  and  in  the  middle  by  gigantic 
images,  carved  out  of  huge  blocks  of  timber.  The  fame  kind  of  broad 
planks  covered  the  whole  to  keep  out  the  rain  ; but  they  were  fo  placed  as 
to  be  removed  at  pleafure,  either  to  receive  the  air  and  light,  or  let  out  the 
fmoke.  In  the  middle  of  this  fpacious  room  were  feveral  fires,  and  befide 
them  large  wooden  veflels  filled  with  filh  foup.  Large  dices  of  whale’s 
flelh  lay  in  a date  of  preparation  to  be  put  in  fimilar  machines  filled  with 
water,  into  which  the  women,  with  a kind  of  tongs,  conveyed  hot 
dones  from  very  fierce  fires,  in  order  to  make  it  boil : — heaps  of  filh 
were  drewed  about,  and  in  this  central  part  of  the  place,  which  might 
very  properly  be  called  the  kitchen,  dood  large  feal-lkins  filled  with  oil, 
from  whence  the  gueds  were  ferved  with  that  delicious  beverage. 

The  trees  that  fupported  the  roof  were  of  a fize  which  would  render 
the  mad  of  a fird-rate  man  of  war  diminutive,  on  a comparifon  with 
them  ; indeed  our  curiofitv  as  well  as  our  adonifhment  was  on  itsutmod 
dreteh,  when  we  confidered  the  drength  that  mud  be  necedary  to  raife 
thefe  enormous  beams  to  their  prefent  elevation  ; and  how  fuch  drength 
could  be  found  by  a people  wholly  unacquainted  with  mechanic  pow- 
ers. The  door  by  which  we  errtered  this  extraordinary  fabric,  was  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thefe  huge  images,  which,  large  as  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
was  not  difproportioned  to  the  other  features  of  this  mondrous  vifage. 
We  afcended  by  a few  deps  on  the  outfide,  and  after  palling  this  extra- 
ordinary kind  of  portal,  defcended  down  the  chin  into  the  houfe,  where 
we  found  new  matter  for  adonifhment  in  the  number  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  who  compofed  the  family  of  the  chief ; which  confided  of 
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at  lead  eight  hundred  perfons.  Thefe  were  divided  into  groupes,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpedlive  offices,  which  had  their  didindt  places  affigned 
them.  The  whole  of  the  building  was  furrounded  by  a bench,  about 
two  feet  from  the  ground,  on  which  the  various  inhabitants  fat,  eat  and 
flept.  The  chief  appeared  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  furrounded  by 
natives  of  rank,  on  a fmall  raifed  platform,  round  which  were  placed  fe- 
veral  large  cheds,  over  which  hung  bladders  of  oil,  large  dices  of 
whale’s  fleffi,  and  proportionable  gobbets  of  blubber.  Feftoons  of  hu- 
man fculls,  arranged  w-ith  feme  attention  to  uniformity,  were  difpofed 
in  almod  every  part  where  they  could  be  placed,  and  were  confidered 
as  a very  folendid  decoration  of  the  royal  apartment. 

When  we  appeared,  the  gueds  had  made  a considerable  advance 
in  their  banquet.  Before  each  perfon  was  placed  a large  dice  of 
boiled  whale,  which,  with  fmall  wooden  difhes,  filled  with  oil  and  fiffi 
foup,  and  a large  mufcle-diell,  by  way  offpoon,  compofed  the  economy 
of  the  table.  The  fervants  were  bufily  employed  in  preparing  to  re- 
plenidi  the  feveral  diffies  as  they  were  emptied,  and  the  women 
in  picking  and  opening  the  bark  of  a tree  which  ferved  the  purpofe 
of  towels.  If  the  luxury  of  this  entertainment  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  voracioufnefs  with  which  it  was  eaten,  and  the  quantity  that 
was  fwallowed,  we  mud:  confider  it  as  the  mod  luxurious  fead  we  had 
ever  beheld.  Even  the  children,  and  fome  of  them  were  not  more  than 
three  years  old,  podeded  the  fame  rapacious  appetite  for  oil  and  blubber 
as  their  fathers.  The  women,  however,  are  forbidden  from  eating  at 
thefe  ceremonials. 

Wicananiffi,  with  an  air  of  hofpitality  which  would  have  graced  a more 
cultivated  fociety,  met  us  half  way  from  the  entrance,  and  conducted  us 
to  a feat  near  his  own,  on  which  we  placed  ourfelves,  and  indulged  our 
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curiofity  during  the  remainder  of  the  banquet,  in  viewing  the  perfpe&ive 
of  this  fingular  habitation. 

The  fead  being  ended,  we  were  defired  to  {hew  the  prefents  which 
were  intended  for  the  chief : — a great  variety  of  articles,  brought  for  that 
purpofe,  were  accordingly  difplayed,  among  which  were  feveral  blankets 
and  two  copper  tea-kettles.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  affembly  were  rivetted 
on  thefe  unuiual  objects,  and  a guardian  was  immediately  afiigned  to  the 
two  tea-kettles,  who,  on  account  of  their  extraordinary  value  and  beauty, 
was  ordered  to  place  them  with  great  care  in  the  royal  coffers,  which 
confided  of  large  cheds  rudely  carved,  and  fancifully  adorned  with  human 
teeth. 

About  fifty  men  now  advanced  in  the  middle  of  the  area,  each  of  them 
holding  up  before  us  a fea  otter  (kin  of  near  fix  feet  in  length,  and  the 
mod:  jetty  blacknefs.  As  they  remained  in  this  podure,  the  chief  made 
a fpeech,  and  giving  his  hand  in  token  of  friendship,  informed  us  that 
thefe  (kins  were  the  return  he  propofed  to  make  for  our  prefent,  and  ac- 
cordingly ordered  them  to  oe  immediately  fent  to  the  {hip. 

Our  royal  hod  appeared  to  be  entirely  fatisfied  with  our  homage  ; and 
we,  who  were  equally  pleafed  with  his  magnificence,  were  about  to  take 
our  leave,  when  the  ladies  of  his  family  advanced  towards  us,  from  a 
didant  part  of  the  building,  whither  they  had  retired  during  the  enter- 
tainment. Two  of  them  had  pafl'ed  the  middle  age,  but  the  other  two 
were  young,  and  the  beauty  of  their  countenances  was  fo  powerful  as  to 
predominate  over  the  oil  and  red  ochre  which,  in  a great  meafure,  covered 
them.  One  of  the  latter,  in  particular,  difplayed  fo  fweet  an  air  of  diffi- 
dence and  modedy,  that  nodifgud  of  colour,  or  deformity  of  drefs,  could 
preclude  her  from  awakening  an  filtered  even  in  minds  cultured  to  refine- 
ment. 
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ment.  We  had  not,  very  fortunately,  difpofed  of  all  the  treafure  we  had 
brought  on  Ihore,  and  a few  beads  and  ear-rings  that  yet  remained,  ferved 
to  give  our  vilit  a concluding  grace,  by  prefenting  them  to  thefe  ladies 
of  the  court. 

We  continued  till  the  17th,  carrying  on  a very  brifk  trade  with  the 
natives.  The  chief  generally  paid  us  a vilit  every  day,  and  we  lived  on 
the  mod:  friendly  terms  with  him  and  the  whole  village.  The  natives 
brought  us  abundance  of  filh  of  various  kinds.  The  falmon  and  falmon- 
trout  was  of  the  beft  flavour,  and  we  generally  received  cod,  halibut, 
rock-filh,  and  herrings  frefli  from  the  fea ; while  the  women  and  chil- 
dren fold  us  cray-fifh,  berries,  wild  onions,  fallads,  and  other  efculent 
plants  an  occafional  piece  of  venifon  alfo  heightened  the  luxury  of  our 
table. 

On  the  17th,  Wicananilh  requeued  our  attendance  on  fhore  to  engage 
in  a barter  for  furs.  On  our  landing,  we  were  conducted,  as  before,  to 
his  houfe,  where  we  found  the  number  of  his  family  to  be  rather  en~ 
creafed  than  diminilhed.  No  form  or  ceremony,  however,  was  now- 
employed  ; the  whole  family  feemed  to  enjoy  a fociable  intercourfe 
with  each  other ; the  women  were  permitted  to  eat  with  the  men,  and 
greatly  to  our  fatisfadlion,  the  whole  company  appeared  with  the  famili- 
arity of  unbefmeared  faces,  fo  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  comelinefs  of  one  fex,  and  the  beauty  of  the  other.  This  circum- 
ftance  led  us  to  infer,  that  thefe  people  employ  paint  only  on  days  of 
feflivity  and  ceremony. 

The  fea  otter  Ikins  and  other  furs  were  now  produced  to  the  number 
of  thirty,  and  of  the  moll:  beautiful  kind ; which,  after  a confiderable 
deal  of  negotiation,  we  at  length  purchafed  ; for  we  found  to  our  coft, 
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thatthefe  people,  like  thofe  of  Nootka,  pofleffed  all  the  cunning  neceftary 
to  the  gains  of  mercantile  life.  The  fame  rage  for  prefents  prevailed 
here,  as  in  the  Sound  ; and  even  the  ladies  would  interfere  in  making  a 
bargain,  and  retard  the  conclufion  of  it,  till  they  had  been  gratified  with 
an  added  offering. 


Juft  as  we  were  going  to  embark,  there  was  a fudden  and  univerfal 
confufton  throughout  the  village  ; a confiderable  number  of  canoes  were 
Inftantly  filled  with  armed  men,  and  being  launched  in  a moment,  were 
paddled  to  the  fhip.  At  firft  we  were  apprehenfive  that  fome  broil  had 
taken  place  between  the  natives  and  the  crew  ; but  we  were  foon  fatisfied 
that  a matter  of  political  jealoufy,  refpefling  fome  of  their  neighbours, 
was  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  commotion.  Some  ftrangers  having  ven- 
tured to  vifit  the  fhip  without  the  knowledge  of  Wicananifh,  the  chief 
had  ordered  his  people  to  fall  upon  the  intruders,  one  of  whom  they  had 
now  feized  and  brought  on  fhore.  We  are  forry  to  add,  that  this 
unfortunate  man  was  immediately  hurried  into  the  woods,  where  we 
have  every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  was  quickly  murdered.  We  made 
the  moftearneft  interceffion  in  his  behalf,  and  even  proceeded  to  threats 
on  the  occafion  ; but  while  we  were  employed  in  the  office  of  mercy, 
they,  we  fear,  were  enjoying  the  barbarity  of  revenge.  This  event 
ftrengthened  our  opinion,  that  however  mild  and  friendly  the  behaviour 
of  thefe  people  might  be  to  us,  perhaps  under  the  influence  of  fear,  they 
were  fierce  and  cruel  to  each  other.  Indeed  it  had  been  very  generally 
obferved  by  us  all,  that  at  times,  their  countenances  told  a very  plain  tale 
of  a favage  mind. 

The  weather  was  very  bad  till  the  20th,  it  blowing  an  hard  gale  of 
wind  from  the  South  Eaft,  with  continual  rain.  At  times,  alfo,  an 
heavy  fwell  rolled  in  upon  us,  which  rendered  our  fituation  very  un- 
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pl’eafant.  It  was  therefore  determined  that  we  (hould  embrace  the  firfc 
favourable  moment  to  get  into  the  inner  port,  which  had  been  already 
furveved,  and  was  found  to  be  not  only  convenient,  but  entirely  de° 
fended  from  the  winds. 

In  the  evening  it  moderated,  when  the  fhip  was  got  under  fail,  which 
was  no  fooner  obferved  by  Wicananilh  than  he  came  on  board,  and  fafely 
piloted  us  into  the  harbour,  which  we  named  Port  Cox,  in  honour  of 
our  friend  John  Henry  Cox,  Efq. — -But  not  chufing  to  truft  entirely  to 
the  Ikill  of  the  chief  on  the  occalion,  the  boats  were  Pent  a-head  to  found, 
particularly  on  the  bar;  on  which  we  had  three  and  an  half  and  four 
fathoms,  and  foon  after  deepened  our  water  to  thirteen,  fourteen  and 
fifteen  fathoms.  It  then  decreafed  to  eight,  in  which  depth  we  dropped 
our  anchor  in  a fafe  and  fecure  harbour. 
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The  People  of  Wicananijh  lefs  civilized  than  thofe  at  Nootka. — Certain  neceffary 
Precautions  give  offence  to,  and  occafon  a Coolnefs  between  us  and  the  Chief. 
. — Good  Underfanding  refored,  and  the  Ireaty  of  Friendfip  renewed. — 
Reciprocal  Prefcnts  pafs  on  the  Occafon. — The  Ufe  of  Fire  arms  known  to 
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thefe  People. — The  Village  removes  to  a fnall  Diflance. — Treaty  between 
Wicananifh , Hanna  and  Detootche. — Prcfents  on  the  Occafon. — Good 


from  Wicananijh . — Prefent  arrives  from  King  George's  Sound,  &c. — Pre • 
pare  for  Sea. — The  Felice  proceeds  on  her  Voyage. — Defcription  of  Port 
Cox , &c.  &c. 


encreafed  our  precautions. — Their  numbers  were  very  considerable,  and 
the  boldnefs  they  difcovered  in  all  their  tranfudions  with  us,  gave  us 
reafon  to  believe,  that  any  relaxation  of  our  vigilance  might  tempt  them 
to  a conduct  which  would  produce  difagreeable  confequences  to  us  all. 
Befides,  both  in  fagacity,  as  well  as  adivity,  they  were  very  fuperior  to 
the  inhabitants  of  King  George’s  Sound. — Wicananifh,  himfelf,  though 
rather  inclined  to  be  corpulent,  was  athletic  and  adive ; — his  brothers, 
pofTeffed  the  fame  advantages;  and  all  the  young  men  were  robuft,  in  a 
continual  date  of  exercife,  and  enured  to  con  fan  t labour.  We  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  mod  tempeftuous  weather  never  prevented  them  from 
going  tofea,  to  Strike  the  whale  or  kill  the  otter: — fiShing  was  an  occu- 


Confequences  refulting  to  us  from  the  Treaty. — Prefents  made  to  and  received 
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pation  which  was  followed  only  by  the  inferior  dalles  of  the  people. — The 
dominions  of  this  chief  were  very  extenfive,  and  the  numerous  tribes  who 
acknowledged  his  dominion,  rendered  him  a very  powerful  fovereign. 
We,  therefore,  had  fufficient  reafon  to  remain  in  a flate  of  preparation 
againft  the  poffibility  of  that  mifchief  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  do 
us,  nnd  which  opportunity  might  tempt  him  to  employ. 

This  vigilance  on  our  part,  which  was  confidered  by  the  chief  as  dif- 
truft  in  his  friendfhip,  gave  him  great  offence,  and  occafioned  a Ihort 
coolnefs  between  us. — On  the  21  If,  Wicananifh  obferved  that  whenever 
he  paid  us  a vifit  the  great  cabin  was  decorated  with  arms,  and  that  fe- 
veral  blunderbuffes,  &c.  were  placed  on  the  deck  ; and  not  only  left 
the  fhip  in  great  anger,  but  refufed  to  trade  with  us  himfelf,  and  for- 
bade his  people  from  bringing  us  any  fupplies  of  fi fh  or  vegetables. — It 
was  not,  however,  by  any  means,  our  intereft  that  things  Ihould  remain  in 
this  unpleafant,  as  well  as  inconvenient  fituation  ; it  was  therefore  thought 
prudent  to  pay  him  a vifit  of  peace  on  the  following  day  ; when,  by  the 
conciliating  prefent  of  a fword,  with  a brafs  handle,  and  a large  copper 
difh,  the  treaty  of  friendfhip  was  renewed  ; and  this  refloration  of  good 
humour  was  confirmed  by  a prefent  of  five  beautiful  otter  fkins,  a fat 
doe,  and  a fupply  of  fifh  for  the  crew.  The  generolity,  as  well  as 
friendly  condudt  of  the  chief,  on  this  occafion,  feemed  to  demand  an 
extraordinary  exertion  of  acknowledgment  on  ours  ; and  we  made  him 
happy  beyond  expreffion,  by  adding  to  his  regalia  a piflol  and  two  charges 
of  powder ; a prefent  which  he  had  long  folicited.  Indeed  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms  was  known  to  this  tribe  previous  to  our  arrival  among  them. — 
When  the  Refolution  and  the  Difcovery  firft  entered  King  George’s 
Sound,  Wicananifh  happened  to  be  there,  on  a vifit  to  Maquilla,  and 
then  acquired  this  unfufpedled  branch  of  knowledge. 
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1788.  On  the  28th,  we  obferved  that  the  whole  village  removed  from  their 
clofe  vicinity  to  the  fea,  into  the  inner  port,  with  the  fame  eafy  transfer 
which  we  had  obferved  on  a fimilar  occafion,  at  Nootka,  and  took  up 
their  new  pofition  about  a mile  from  the  fhip,  on  a point  of  land,  juft 
within  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

We  were  now  formally  made  acquainted  by  Wicananifh,  that  a treaty 
. was  negotiating  between  the  chiefs  Hanna  and  Detootche  and  himfelf,  in 

which  we  were  to  be  included  ; the  fubftance  of  which  was, — that  all  the 
furs  then  in  their  poffeftion  fhould  be  fold  to  Wicananifh  ; — that  they 
fhould  live  in  peace  and  friendfhip  with  us  ; — that  all  the  otter  Ikins  pro- 
cured after  the  completion  of  the  treaty,  by  either  of  the  contracting 
chiefs,  or  their  people,  fhould  be  difpofed  of  by  themfelves,  and  that 
they  were  all  to  have  common  accefs  to  the  fhip,  where  a fair  and  equi- 
table market  was  to  be  opened  for  them  without  diftinCtion. 

From  the  jealoufy  which  we  already  knew  to  fubfift  between  thefe 
chiefs,  we  were  perfectly  fatisfied,  as  we  fince  had  convincing  proofs, 
that,  on  our  entering  the  territories  of  Wicananifh,  neither  Hanna  or 
Detootche  would  be  permitted  to  trade  with,  or  even  pay  us  a vifit  with- 
out having  obtained  a previous  permiffion  for  that  purpofe.  We  had 
not  therefore  urged  or  encouraged  an  intercourfe,  which,  though  it 
would  have  been  very  advantageous  to  us,  might,  and  moft  probably 
would  have  brought  on  a war  between  the  refpeCtive  fovereigns.  This 
treaty,  therefore,  gave  us  that  extenfion  of  commerce  which  we  fo  much 
wifhed,  in  the  regular  courfe  of  friendly  negotiation,  and  we  were  not 
backward  in  forwarding  the  completion  of  it. 

This  treaty,  which  was  managed  with  all  the  addrefs  of  refined  policy, 
could  not  be  arranged  according  to  the  propofed  conditions,  without  an  in- 

trufion 
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trufion  on  the  treafures  of  Wicananifh,  to  which  he  knew  not  how  to  fub- 
mit ; and  this  was  no  lefs  than  a demand  of  the  copper  tea-kettles  he  fo 
highly  valued  : but  as  the  ceffion  of  them  was  made  the  governing  article 
of  the  negotiation,  they  were  at  length,  though  reludantly,  conligned  to 
Hanna  and  Detootche,  who  immediately  gave  up  all  the  otter  Ik  ins  in  their 
polfeflion.  But  the  chief  did  not  long  remain  without  being  fully  fatisfied 
by  us  for  the  lofs  of  his  favourite  veflels,  by  our  prefenting  him  with  fuch 
articles  as  would  make  him  ample  reparation,  and  which  he,  probably, 
had  in  view  when  he  made  fuch  a facrifice.  We  therefore,  among  other 
things,  feleCted  fix  brafs  hiked  fwords,  a pair  of  piftols,  and  a mulket, 
with  feveral  charges  of  powder;  and  we  would  even  have  replaced  the 
treafures  with  which  his  coffers  had  been  fo  lately  enriched,  but  not  a 
a fingle  kettle  was  to  be  found  in  the  fhip.  This  prefent  was  fent  on 
fhore,  and,  including  the  returns  to  it,  we  had  now  procured  an  hundred 
and  fifty  fine  otter  Ikins. 

At  this  time  a canoe  very  unexpectedly  arrived  from  King  George’s 
Sound,  with  a prefent  of  filh  from  Maquilla,  who  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  motions,  from  the  time  we  left  his  territories. 
By  the  fame  opportunity  we  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  that  our  party 
were  well,  and  continued  to  make  fpeedy  advances  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  the  velfel : as  one  of  the  people,  who  was  rather  more  intelligent 
than  the  reft,  by  meafuring  a certain  number  of  fpans,  contrived  to  in- 
form us  of  the  a&ual  ftate  of  the  little  mamatlee , as  he  called  her  ; — by 
which  we  underftood  that  her  floor-timbers  were  laid. 

The  objeCt  of  our  touching  at  this  port  being  now  fulfilled,  by  having 
procured  all  the  furs  in  the  polfeflion  ofWicananifh,  with  fome  confiderable 
fupplies  of  the  fame  kind,  from  Hanna  and  Detootche,  we  now  prepared  to 
put  tofea,  to  explore  the  coafi:  to  the  Southward  of  this  port.  On  the  28th, 
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the  fhip  was  warped  out  of  the  inner  harbour  over  the  bar,  and,  in  the 
evening,  the  roadfted  was  cleared  ; when  we  purfued  our  courfe  along 
fhore,  with  a light  wefterly  breeze  and  fine  weather. 

The  harbour  of  Wicananifh  affords  very  fecure  fhelter,  with  good 
anchorage,  both  in  the  roads  and  the  inner  port.  An  archipelago  of 
iflands  feems  to  extend  from  King  George’s  Sound  to  this  place,  and  ftill 
further  to  the  Southward.  The  channels  between  thefe  iflands  are  in- 
numerable ; but  the  neceffary  occupations  of  the  fhip  would  not  allow  us 
time  to  fend  out  boats  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  them  : — as  far,  how- 
ever, as  our  obfervation  extended,  we  are  difpofed  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  channel  for  fhips  but  that  which  we  entered,  and  which  is  an  ex- 
ceeding good  one. 

Thefe  iflands  are  covered  thick  with  wood,  with  but  very  few  clear 
fpots,  at  leafl:  that  we  could  difeern.  The  foil  is  rich,  producing  wild 
berries,  and  other  fruit  in  great  abundance.  The  timber  is  of  uncommon 
flze,  as  well  as  beauty,  and  applicable  to  any  purpofe; — we  faw  fre- 
quent groves,  almofl:  every  tree  of  which  was  fit  for  marts  of  any  di- 
menfions.  Among  a great  variety  of  other  trees  we  obferved  the  red  oak, 
the  larch,  the  cedar,  and  black  and  white  fpru.ee  fir.. 

In  all  our  commercial  tranfadtions  with  thefe  people,  we  were,  more 
or  lefs,  the  dupes  of  their  cunning  : and  with  fuch  peculiar  artifice  did 
they  fometimes  condudt  themfelves,  that  all  the  precaution  we  could 
employ,  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  our  being  overreached  by  them. 
The  women,  in  particular,  would  play  us  a thoufand  tricks,  and  treat 
the  difeovery  of  their  finefle  with  an  arch  kind  of  pleafantry  that  baffled 
reproach. — They  were  very  fuperior  in  perfonal  charms  to  the  ladies  of 
Nootka,  and  poflefled  a degree  of  modefty  which  is  not  often  to  be 
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found  among  the  favage  nations. — No  entreaty  or  temptation  in  our 
power  could  prevail  on  them  to  venture  on  board  the  fhip.  But  their 
beauty  was  deftroyed  by  the  filthy  application  of  oil  and  ochre,  and 
a general  inattention  to  that  cleanlinefs  which  Europeans  confider  as 
effential  to  female  charms.  We  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  an  in- 
f-lance of  their  delicacy,  which,  from  its  Angularity,  may  not  be  thought 

unworthy  of  a relation. Among  other  vifitors  of  the  fhip,,  we  were 

one  day  very  much  furprifed  by  the  appearance  of  a canoe  paddled  along 
by  women,  and  containing  about  twenty  of  that  fex,  without  a fingle 
perfon  of  the  other.  As  we  had  never  feen  a canoe  fo  freighted  before, 
it  very  much  engaged  our  attention  ; and,  while  we  were  contemplating 
this  company  of  ladies,  a young  man  leaped  fuddenly  among  them  from 
another  canoe;  at  which  they  were  fo  alarmed,  that,  though  they  were 
clad  in  their  befi:  array,  they  all  threw  themfelves,  in  an  inftant,  into 
the  fea,  and  fwam  in  a body  to  the  fhore. 

The  people  of  Wicananifh  are  alfo  very  fuperior  in  point  of  induflry 
and  activity  to  thofe  of  King  George’s  Sound.  At  break  of  day,  without 
regard  to  the  weather,  the  village  was  always  empty;  the  men  were 
employed  in  killing  the  whale,  hunting  the  fea  otter,  or  catching  fifh, 
and  the  women  were  in  the  woods,  gathering  berries,  or  traverling  the 
lands  and  rocks  in  fearch  of  cray  and  fhell-fifh. 

During  our  flay  here,  many  Grangers  arrived  from  the  Southern  part 
of  the  coaft,  on  purpofe  to  vifit  us  v but  they  were  not  only  forbidden  to 
trade,  but  to  have  any  communication  with  us ; to  which  regulation  we 
thought  it  prudent  to  fubmit.  Thefe  vifits  were  very  beneficial  to  Wi- 
cananifh,  and  raifed  his  importance  with  us,  as  we  found  that  all  thefe 
people,  coming  from  various  and  diftant  diflri&s,  were  fubjeft  to  his 
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power.  Befides  the  two  villages  already  mentioned,  he  had  feveral  other 
places  of  refidence,  to  which  he  occafionally  reforted,  according  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  the  calls  of  neceffity,  or  the  invitations  of  pleafure. 
In  one  of  thefe  places  we  reckoned  twenty- fix  honfes,  each  of  which  were 
capable  of  containing  an  hundred  inhabitants.  In  fhort,  fuch  was  the 
power  and  extenfive  territory  of  Wicananifh,  that  it  was  very  much  our 
intereft  to  conciliate  his  regard  and  cultivate  his  friendfhip. 


CHAP. 
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Purfue  our  Courfe  to  the  Southward  along  the  Coajl. — Numerous  Villages 
feated  on  the  Shore.— -'The  Inhabitants  come  off  to  the  Ship , and  their  Difap- 
pointment  at  our  not  coming  to  an  Anchor. — Df cover  the  Straits  of  Juan  de 
Fuca. — Their  Extent  and  Situation-— The  Natives  come  of  to  the  Ship.— 
Tatootche  comes  on  hoard. — A Defcription  of  him. — Long-boat  difpatched  to 
find  an  Anchorage , and  its  Return. — Bad  Behaviour  of  the  Natives. — Pur- 
fue our  Courfe  along  the  Coajl. — Short  Account  of  the  Straits  of  Juan  de 
Fuca , — IJland  of  Tatootche  paffed. — Natives  come  off  to  the  Ship , &c. — • 
Pafs  numerous  Villages. — Dangerous  Coajl. — Violence  of  the  South  Eafi 
Storms. — Cape  Flattery. — Village  of  deficit.. — Ship  enters  the  Bay  of 
Ofiuecnhithe. — Savage  Appearance  of  the  Place. — See  the  Village  of  fiieeneutcll. 
— Defrudiion  Ifie. — -Danger  of  the  Ship , &c.  &c. 

T¥7E  now  left  Wicananifh,  and  during  the  night  of  the  28th  we 
* * fleered  Eafi  South  Eafi,  within  three  leagues  of  the  land  ; and 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  found  ourfelves  a-breafl  of  a large  Sound, 
from  whence  we  faw  a number  of  canoes  coming  out  to  meet  us. 

The  canoes  very  foon  paddled  up  to  us,  and  fome  of  the  people  came 
on  board.  They  informed  us  that  there  were  feveral  villages  in  the 
Sound,  but  all  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  Wicananifh. — As  we  had  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  chief  had  drawn  all  the  furs  from  this  place,  we  de- 
termined  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  prefent  favourable  feafon,  to  proceed 
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to  the  Southward,  and  to  call  at  this  place  on  our  return.  The  natives 
employed  their  utmoft  perfuafions  to  keep  us  fometime  on  their  coafl, 
but  on  obferving  that  the  fhip  was  fleering  its  courfe  beyond  their  vil- 
lages, they  took  their  leave  of  us  with  very  evident  marks  of  chagrin 
and  difappointment. 

We  purfued  the  courfe  to  Eaft  South  Eafl,  along  the  fhore,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  miles,  having  eroded  the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  which  we 
obferved  to  be  of  no  great  depth.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  48°  39' 
North,  at  which  time  we  had  a complete  view  of  an  inlet,  whofe  en- 
trance appeared  very  extenfive,  bearing  Eafl  South  Eaft,  diftant  about 
fix  leagues.  We  endeavoured  to  keep  in  with  the  fhore  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  in  order  to  have  a perfedt  view  of  the  land.  This  was  an  objedt 
of  particular  anxiety,  as  the  part  of  the  coafl  along  which  we  were  now 
failing,  had  not  been  feen  by  Captain  Cook  ; and  we  knew  of  no  other 
navigator  faid  to  have  been  this  way,  except  Maurelle ; and  his  chart, 
which  we  now  had  on  board,  convinced  us  that  he  had  either  never 
feen  this  part  of  the  coafl,  or  that  he  had  purpofely  mifreprefented  it. 

As  we  continued  our  courfe  along  the  land,  we  perceived  frequent  vil- 
lages on  the  fhore,  from  whence  we  were  vifited  by  canoes  filled  with 
people,  who  in  their  perfons  and  manners  very  much  refembled  thofe 
of  Port  Cox.  The  different  villages  were  individually  anxious  to  keep  the 
commerceof  the  fhip  to  themfelves,  and  that  we  fhould  come  to  an  anchor 
off  their  refpedtive  habitations;  but  as  the  entire  coafl  was  open  to  the 
fea,  even  if  we  had  been  inclined  to  indulge  their  requeft,  it  would  not 
have  been  in  our  power.  We,  however,  purchafed  feveral  fea  otter 
fkins  of  them,  and  proceeded  on  our  courfe. 
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By  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
great  inlet  already  mentioned,  which  appeared  to  be  twelve  or  fourteen 
leagues  broad.  From  the  mafl-head  it  was  obferved  to  flretch  to  the 
Eafl  by  North,  and  a clear  and  unbounded  horizon  was  feen  in  this  di- 
rection as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  We  frequently  founded,  but  could 
procure  no  ground  with  one  hundred  fathoms  of  line.  About  five  o’clock 
we  hove  to  off  a fmall  ifland,  fituated  about  two  miles  from  the  Southern 
land,  that. formed  the  entrance  of  this  ftrait,  near  which  we  faw  a 
very  remarkable  rock,  that  wore  the  form  of  an  obelifk,  and  flood  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  ifland. 

In  a very  fhort  time  we  were  furrounded  by  canoes  filled  with 
people  of  a much  more  favage  appearance  than  any  we  had  hitherto 
feen.  They  were  principally  cloathcd  in  fea  otter  fkins,  and  had  their 
faces  grimly  bedaubed  with  oil  and  black  and  red  ochre.  Their  canoes 
were  large,  and  held  from  twenty  to  thirty  men,  who  were  armed  with 
bows,  and  arrows  barbed  with  bone,  that  was  ragged  at  the  points,  and 
with  large  fpears  pointed  with  mufcle-fhell. 

We  now  made  fail  to  clofe  in  with  this  ifland,  when  we  again  hove 
to  about  two  miles  from  the  fhore.  The  ifland  itfelf  appeared  to  be  a 
barren  rock,  almofl  inacceffible,  and  of  no  great  extent  ; but  the  furface 
of  it,  as  far  as  we  could  fee,  was  covered  with  inhabitants,  who  were 
gazing  at  the  fhip.  We  could  by  no  means  reconcile  the  wild  and  un- 
cultivated appearance  of  the  place,  with  fuch  a flourifhing  flate  of 
population. 


The  chief  of  this  fpot,  whofe  name  is  Tatootche,  did  us  the  favour 
of  a vifit,  and  fo  furly  and  forbidding  a character  we  had  not  yet  feen. 
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His  face  had  no  variety  of  colour  on  it,  like  the  reft  of  the  people,  but 
was  entirely  black,  and  covered  with  a glittering  fand,  which  added  to 
the  favage  fiercenefs  of  his  appearance,  tie  informed  us  that  the  power 
of  Wicananifh  ended  here,  and  that  we  were  now  within  the  limits  of 
his  government,  which  extended  a confiderable  way  to  the  Southward. — 
O n receiving  this  information,  we  made  him  a fmall  prefent,  but  he  did 
not  make  us  the  leaft  return,  nor  could  he  be  perfuaded  to  let  his  peo- 
ple trade  with  us.  We  had,  indeed,  already  received  fome  account  of 
this  chief  from  Wicananifh,  who  advifed  us  to  be  on  our  guard  againft 
him  and  his  people,  as  a fubtle  and  barbarous  nation. 

It  was  our  defign,  if  poftible,  to  caft  anchor  here,  and,  with  this 
view,  the  long-boat  was  manned  and  armed,  and  fent  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a proper  officer,  to  found  between  the  ifland  and  the  main,  in 
order  to  find  an  anchoring- ground.  The  ftrongeft  injunctions  were  given 
to  avoid,  if  pofiible,  any  difpute  with  the  natives,  and  a fmall  portion 
of  trading  articles  was  put  in  the  boat,  in  cafe  the  natives  fliould  be 
inclined  to  barter. 

After  the  departure  of  the  long-boat  for  the  fhore,  which  was  followed 
by  all  the  canoes,  we  kept  tacking  occafionally  near  the  ifland,  which 
we  had  now  an  opportunity  of  examining  with  fome  degree  of  minute* 
nefs ; and,  in  whatever  direction  we  beheld  it,  it  appeared  to  be  a barren 
rock,  furrounded  with  reefs,  on  which  the  fea  broke  with  great  fury. 
We,  however,  had  fome  hope  that,  between  it  and  the  main,  a place  of 
fhelter  and  fecurity  might  be  found,  as  the  fituation  would  have  been 
very  convenient,  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  exploring  the  ftrait,  but 
alfo  for  the  extenfion  of  our  particular  commerce. 


About 
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About  feven  in  the  evening,  the  long-boat  returned  without  having 
found  any  place  fit  for  anchorage,  and  having  procured  but  very  few 
furs.  The  ifland,  as  the  officer  informed  us,  was  not  of  a deceitful  ap- 
pearance ; it  was  a folid  rock,  covered  with  a little  verdure,  and  furrounded 
by  breakers  in  every  direction.  A great  crowd  of  canoes  came  off  to  the 
boat,  filled  with  armed  people,  who  behaved  in  a very  diforderly  man- 
ner ; feveral  of  whom  jumped  into  the  boat,  and  took  fome  trifling  arti- 
cles away  by  force,  and  then  triumphed  in  their  theft.  Our  people 
were  highly  enraged  at  this  conduct,  and  fully  difpofed  to  retaliate;  — 
but  the  prudence  of  the  officer  kept  them  quiet,  who,  being  fearful  of 
fome  unpleafant  event,  had  no  fooner  made  the  neceffary  examination, 
than  he  returned  on  board. 

We  were  perfectly  convinced  that  Wicatianiffi  had  drawn  from  this 
chief  a confiderable  quantity  of  his  furs,  as  we  obferved  many  of  our 
articles  about  them,  which  they  could  not  have  obtained  but  from  Port 
Cox  or  King  George’s  Sound.  One  of  the  natives  in  particular  was  in 
poffeffion  of  a complete  fet  of  coat  buttons,  which  was  very  familiar  to 
the  memory  of  us  all. 

Being  thus  difappointed  in  obtaining  an  harbour  here,  we  continued 
our  courfe  to  the  Southward,  and  examined  the  coafl:  with  great  attention, 
in  expectation  of  finding  a place  of  fecurity,  from  whence  our  boats  would 
be  enabled  not  only  to  examine  this  ftrait,  but  other  confiderable  por^ 
tions  of  the  coafl:.  With  this  view  we  made  fail  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  and  food  along  the  Ihore,  with  pleafant  and  moderate  weather. 

The  ftrongefl:  curiofity  impelled  us  to  enter  this  ftrait,  which  we  fhall 
call  by  the  name  of  its  original  difeoverer,  John  De  Fuca. 
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Some  accounts  of  the  ftraits  of  John  deFuca  are  handed  down  to  us 
from  the  very  refpedtable  authority  of  Hakluyt  and  Purchas  : the  for- 
mer of  whom  records  the  opinion  which  the  minifters  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth entertained  of  its  importance.  We  had  now  ocular  demonftration 
of  its  exiftence;, — and  we  are  perfuaded,  that  if  Captain  Cook  had  feen 
this  ftrait,  he  would  have  thought  it  worthy  of  farther  examination.— 
The  circumftances  which  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  gratify  the  ardent 
delire  wepofl'efled  of  executing  fuch  a defign,  will  be  faithfully  related, 

as  we  purfue  the  narrative  of  the  voyage. A more  particular  detail  of 

this  remarkable  inlet  may  already  have  been  favoured  by  the  reader’s 
attention,  in  the  introductory  memoir  which  treats  of  the  yet  probable 
exiftence  of  a North  Weft  paffage. 

In  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  June,  we  had  made  no  great  progrefs 
from  the  land,  as  it  was  calm  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night. — 
The  ifland  of  Tatootche  bore  nearly  South  Eaft,  diftant  only  three 
leagues.  About  ten  o’clock  a great  number  of  canoes  came  from  the 
ifland,  in  which  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  four  hundred  men,  among 
whom  we  obferved  the  chief  himfelf.  They  amufed  themfelves  in  pad- 
dling round  the  fhip,  every  part  of  which,  but  particularly  the  head, 
they  feemed  to  behold  with  extreme  admiration  : indeed,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  had  never  feen  fuch  a veflel  be- 
fore. We  had  been  already  fo  much  difpleafed  by  the  conduCt  of  the 
chief,  that  we  did  not  think  proper  to  invite  him  on  board.  The  party, 
however,  gave  us  a fong,  which  did  not  differ  much  from  that  we  heard 
in  King  George’s  Sound.  But  offended  as  we  might  be  with  the  peo- 
ple, we  could  not  but  be  charmed  by  their  mufic..  Situated  as  we 
were,  on  a wild  and  unfrequented  coaft,  in  a diftant  corner  of  the  globe, 
far  removed  from  all  thofe  friends,  connections,  and  circumftances 
which  form  the  charm  and  comfort  of  life,  and  taking  our  courfe,  as  it 
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were,  through  a folitary  ocean ; in  fuch  a fituation  the  Ample  melody  of 
nature,  proceeding  in  perfect  unifon  and  exadl  meafure  from  four  hun- 
dred voices,  found  its  way  to  our  hearts,  and  at  the  fame  moment  awa- 
kened and  becalmed  the  painful  thought. 

About  noon,  a gentle  breeze  fprung  up,  when  we  continued  our 
courfe  to  the  Southward  along  the  fhore,  at  about  the  didance  of  three 
miles,  and  the  natives  of  Tatootche  returned  to  their  ifland.  As 
we  fleered  onwards,  canoes  continually  came  off  from  the  villages, 
which  we  obferved  from  time  to  time,  on  the  high  banks  clofe  to  the 
fea.  The  people  in  the  different  boats  invited  us  in  the  moft  earned  man- 
ner, to  fleer  in  for  their  refpedlive  villages  ; but  no  means  we  employed, 
and  we  took  fome  pains  to  effefl  it,  could  prevail  on  any  of  them  to. 
venture  on  board  the  fhip. 

The  appearance  of  the  land  was  wild  in  the  extreme, — immenfe  fo- 
refls  covered  the  whole  of  it  within  our  dght,  down  to  the  very  beach, 
which  was  lofty  and  cragged,  and  againd  which  the  fea  dafhed  with  fear- 
ful rage.  The  fhore  was  lined  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  nor  could  we 
perceive  any  bay  or  inlet  that  feemed  to  promife  the  lead  fecurity  to  the 
fmalled  veffel : and  unlefs  there  were  fome  narrow  coves,  which  were 
imperceptible  to  us,  we  knew  not  how  the  natives  could  find  a dielter, 
even  for  their  canoes ; yet  the  villages  we  favv  were  neither  incondderable 
in  extent  or  in  number.  As  we  deered  along,  the  force  of  Southerly 
dorms  was  evident  to  every  eye  ; large  and  extenfive  woods  being  laid 
flat  by  their  power,  the  branches  forming  one  long  line  to  the  North 
Wed,  intermingled  with  roots  of  innumerable  trees,  which  had  been 
torn  from  their  beds,  and  helped  to  mark  the  furious  courfe  of  thefe  tern- 
peds  ; whofe  violence  may  be  conceived,  when  we  refledl  on  the  great 
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extent  of  ocean  over  which  they  blow,  without  a {ingle  objedt  to  impede 
their  progrefs  or  break  their  violence. 

About  feven  in  the  evening,  Tve  had  a diftant  fight  of  Cape  Flattery,  fo 
named,  as  it  was  firft  feen,  by  Captain  Cook.  It  bore  South  Eaft  half 
Eaft,  at  the  diflance  of  fix  leagues.  This  head-land  is  laid  down  in  the 
latitude  of  48°  5'  North,  and  longitude  2350  3'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. — 
In  our  accounts  there  was  a very  little  difference,  but  we  are  mofl  wil- 
ling to  place  the  error  on  our  fide.  We  had  alfo  a near  view  of  the 
village  of  Claffet,  which  is  fituated  on  an  high  and  fteep  rock  clofe  to 
the  fea.  Though  this  place  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  extent,  one 
canoe  only  came  off  to  us,  containing  thirty  men  clad  in  (kins  of  th-c 
fea  otter. 

The  coafl  from  Cape  Flattery  feemed  now  to  trend  entirely  to  the 
Southward  ; nor  could  we  perceive  any  opening  or  inlet  whatever,  that 
promifed  to  afford  us  a place  of  fhelter.  As  it  was  our  defign  to  make 
a particular  examination  of  this  coafl,  the  {hip  was  hove  to  at  funfet, 
for  the  night.  This  part  of  the  coafl  was  lined  with  rocks,  and  feveral 
breakers  ran  off  Claffet,  at  about  the  diflance  of  half  a mile. 

At  day-break,  we  refumed  our  courfe,  Cape  Flattery  bearing  North 
North  Weft,  having  been  drifted  in  the  night  to  the  Southward.  The 
weather  bore  a very  unfettled  appearance,  and  it  blew  ftrong  from 
the  Weft  South  Weft,  which  was  nearly  on  the  fhore.  At  feven,  the 
bay  of  Queenhithe  opened  to  our  view,  which  we  entered  with  all  thole 
unpleafing  fenfations  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  reflection, 
that  we  were  approaching  the  place  where,  and  the  people  by  whom, 
the  crew  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  Imperial  EngLe  were  mafiacred. 


As 
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As  we  fleered  along  the  fliore,  we  obferved  the  fmall  river  andifland 
of  Queenhithe  ; but  it  became,  on  a fudden,  fo  thick  and  gloomy,  that 
the  land,  which  was  at  about  four  miles  diftance  from  us,  was  lcarcely 
difcernible.  Wefaw  neither  canoes  or  inhabitants,  and  an  awful  filence 
reigned  around  us.  But  though  the  village  of  Queenhithe  was  obfcured 
from  our  view,  we  could  very  plainly  difcern  the  town  of  Queenuitett, 
which  is  diflant  from  it  about  feven  or  eight  miles.  It  is  fituated 
on  an  high  perpendicular  rock,  and  is  joined  by  a narrow  and  im- 
pregnable caufeway,  twenty  feet  in  height,  to  the  main  land,  which 
is  an  entire  forefl.  With  our  glafles  we  obferved  a multitude  of 
houfes  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  rock.  As  we  advanced,  DeftruCtion 
Ifland  was  feen  at  the  diftance  of  about  a mile,  fituated  in  the  middle 
of  the  bay,  and  diflant  from  the  main  land  about  two  miles:  it  is  low 
and  flat,  and  without  a Angle  tree  ; it  however  prefented  us  the  rare  and 
pleafant  fight  of  a confiderable  fpace  covered  with  verdure  ; and  appeared 
to  be  furrounded  by  breakers,  on  which  an  heavy  fea  rolled,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  South  Weft  wind.  In  this  pofition  we  had  ten  fathoms 
over  a muddy  bottom. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the  wind  veered  to  the  South  Weft,  which 
brought  thick  weather  and  rain,  and  we  found  ourfelves  completely 
embayed,— a fituation  we  fhould  very  gladly  have  avoided.  An  heavy 
fwefl  already  rolled  into  the  bay,  which  promifed  to  prevent  us  very 
effectually  from  coming  to  anchor,  particularly  if  it  blew  from  the 
South  Weft  quarter,  being  direClly  on  the  land,  which  to  the  South- 
ward was  in  fuch  a diredion,  that  a South  Eaft  courfe  would  not 
weather  any  pait  of  it;  nor,  on  the  other  tack,  could  we  hope  to  wea- 
ther the  Wefterly  land,  on  account  of  the  great  Wefterly  fwelh 

In  this  fituation  we  flood,  as  the  better  tack,  to  the  South  South 
Eaft,  until  noon  ; when,  being  within  half  a mile  of  the  fhore,  we 
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were  obliged  to  tack,  and  (land  to  the  Weft  North  Weft  : our  foundings 
were  fifteen  and  eight  fathoms  clofe  to  the  land,  which  was  covered 
with  wood  to  the  water’s  edge.  We  remarked,  however,  that  the 
beach  was  not  very  fteep,  and  here  and  there  we  obferved  fome  bare 
and  fandy  patches. 

We  now  kept  under  a prefs  of  fail,  as  it  blew  very  ftrong ; nor 
dared  we  even  to  take  in  a reef  of  the  top-fail ; befides  the  weather  was  fo 
thick,  that  we  could  not  fee  a mile  a-head  of  the  fhip.  We,  how- 
ever, imagined  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  weather  DeftruCtion  Ifland, 
and  continued  under  this  croud  of  fail  to  avoid  the  danger  before 
us  ; when,  at  one  o’clock,  it  cleared  up  for  a moment,  and  we  flaw  the 
ifland  a point  under  our  lee-bow,  at  the  diftance  of  a mile  and  an  half, 
an  heavy  fea  drifting  us  faft  in  with  the  fhore. 

There  was  now  nothing  to  be  done,  but  to  caft  anchor,  which  we 
prepared  to  do  in  the  wildeft  place  vve  ever  beheld, — and  where  we 
were  morally  certain  our  anchors  could  not  hold,  though  the  bottom 
was  mud,  from  the  ftrong  tumbling  in  of  an  heavy  fea. 

In  this  fituation, — the  diftrefs  of  which  was  not  a little  enhanced  by 
the  reflection  that  we  were  on  a fhore  whofe  barbarity  our  countrymen 
had  already  experienced, — ten  minutes  muft  have  decided  our  fate  : 
when  providentially  the  wind,  on  a fudden,  veered  to  the  South  South 
Eaft,  which  enabled  us  to  tack  and  fteer  off  the  fhore  with  a flowing 
fheet,  and  happy  in  the  profpeCt  of  procuring  an  offing  before  night ; — for 
I believe  there  was  not  a perfon  on  board  the  fhip  who  had  not  re- 
flected on  the  melancholy  poffibility  of  his  becoming  a victim  to  the 
cannibals  of  Queenhithe. 
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Our  Progrefs  along  the  Coajl. — Difcover  Shoalwater  Bay , which  is  inacceffible 
to  the  Ships. — Natives  come  off.— -‘Their  honejl  Dealing.— -Some  Account  of 
them. — We  purfue  our  Courfe. — Deception  Bay. — Difference  between  the 
Spanifh  Charts  of  Maurelle  and  the  real  Situation  of  the  Coajl. — Beautiful 
Appearance  of  the  Country. — Pafs  fuickfand  Bay  and  Cape  Look-out. — 
See  three  remarkable  Rocks. — Clofe  our  Progrefs  to  the  Southward. — Future 
Plan  of  proceeding. — Knowledge  gained  of  the  Coaf. — Parts  left  unexplored 
by  Captain  Cook  now  vifted.—Reafons  for  returning  to  the  Northward. — ■ 
Purfue  our  Courfe  to  the  North. — Strait  of  John  de  Fucafeen  again. — An- 
chor in  Port  Fjfingham. — A Defcription  of  it , &c. — Marine  Animals  feen , &c. 

r | ^HE  wretched  fate  of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Eagle, 
evidently  predominated  in  the  minds  of  our  crew  ; and  being 
on  the  very  coaft  where  fuch  an  aft  of  barbarity  was  committed,  the  in- 
fectious apprehenfion  of  a fimilar  deftruftion  fpread  generally  amongft 
them.  It  was  the  common  fubjeft  of  their  difcourfe,  and  had  fuch  an 
influence  on  their  fpirits,  as  to'endanger  the  lofs  of  the  lhip,  in  a man- 
ner which  will  be  related  hereafter. 

We  continued  Handing  to  fea  all  the  evening  of  the  fir  ft  of  July, 
when,  at  midnight,  being  of  opinion  that  we  had  fufficient  offing,  we 
wore  and  ftood  in  again  for  the  land.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  wind  veered  to  the  Weft  South  Weft,  which  encouraged  us  to  hope 
for  a fufficient  degree  of  favourable  weather,  to  continue  our  examination 
of  the  coaft. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  at  feven  o’clock,  we  again  faw  the  land 
bearing  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  leagues,  which  we  judged  to  be 
a little  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward  of  Queenhithe.  This  land  was 
very  remarkable  from  its  having  the  appearance  of  a faddle,  and  that  part 
of  it  obtained  the  name  of  Saddle  Hill.  We  computed  it  to  be  in  the  la- 
titude of  46°  30'  North,  and  longitude  of  2350  20'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 
We  flood  to  clofe  in  with  it,  when  it  appeared  to  be  the  Southern moft  point 
we  had  feen  the  preceding  day,  from  Deftrudlion  Ifland.  The  wind  veered 
again  to  the  South  South  Eaft,  and  at  once  damped  our  hopes  of  fa- 
vourable weather.  Heavy  rain  with  a thick  fog  fucceeded,  which  obliged 
us  to  tack  and  ftand  again  to  fea. 

The  bad  weather  continued  all  this  day,  with  an  heavy  fea  from  the 
Weftward,  that  endangered  the  long-boat,  which  we  had  towed  aftern 
ever  fince  our  departure  from  King  George’s  Sound.  It  was,  therefore, 
impoflible  for  us  to  encounter  the  land  without  running  into  extreme 
danger.  Befides,  the  moon  was  now  near  its  change,  a period  which, 
according  to  our  obfervations,  never  failed  in  thefe  feas  to  bring  bad 
weather  along  with  it.  We  therefore  carried  a p refs  of  fail,  to  obtain  a 
good  diftance  from  the  land  ; which  was,  at  this  time,  an  objedl  of  no 
common  confequence. 

On  the  3d  at  noon,  we  had  a glimpfe  of  the  fun,  and  the  latitude  was 
470  46'  North.  The  wind  fhifted  to  the  South  Weft,  on  which  we 
tacked  and  flood  to  the  South  South  Eaft,  immediately  in  for  the  land. 
We  now  were  at  about  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues  from  Cape  Flattery. 

During  the  night  the  weather  was  moderate  and  clear,  and  on  the  4th 
the  wind  fhifted  to  the  South  Eaft  ; when  we  again  tacked  and  flood  to 
the  Eaft  North  Eaft,  in  order  to  near  the  land.  We  flood  thus  till 
fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  land  was  feen  bearing  from  North 
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to  North  Eaft.  In  the  Northern  quarter  it  was  of  a great  height,  and  1788. 
covered  with  fnow.  This  mountain,  from  its  very  confpicuous  fituation, 
and  immenfe  height,  obtained  the  name  of  Mount  Olympus.  We  com- 
puted it  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  47°  tc/  North,  and  longitude  235  Eaft 
of  Green wich . In  the  North  Eaft  it  ftrctched  itfelf  out  to  a point, 
which  we  judged  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  470  20'  North.  We  kept  Saturday* 
ftanding  in  for  the  land,  during  the  night,  with  a light  breeze  from  the 
South  Eaft  ; and  at  fun-rife  on  the  5th,  it  bore  from  North  by  Weft,  to 
Eaft  by  North,  our  diftance  off  fhore  being  12  leagues;  fo  that  in  the 
nio-ht  we  had  been  affe£ted  by  a confiderable  current,  which  had  fet  us 
from  the  land. 

At  noon  the  latitude  was  470  i'  North,  and  the  lofty  mountains  feen 
on  the  preceding  day,  bore  Eaft  North  Eaft,  diftant  feven  leagues.— 

Our  diftance  might  be  four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  which  appeared  to 
run  in  the  direction  of  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  Weft  North  Weft,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  a large  found  or  opening  in  this  diredlion. 

By  two  o’clock,  we  were  within  two  miles  of  the  fhore,  along  which 
we  failed,  which  appeared  to  be  a perfect  foreft,  without  the  veftige 
of  an  habitation.  The  land  was  low  and  flat,  and  our  foundings  were 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  fathoms  over  an  hard  fand.  As  we  were  fleering 
for  the  low  point  which  formed  one  part  of  the  entrance  into  the  bay 
or  found,  we  fhoaled  our  water  gradually  to  fix  fathoms,  when  breakers 
were  feen  to  extend  in  a diredlion  quite  acrofs  it,  fo  that  it  appeared  to 
be  inacceflible  to  fhips.  We  immediately  hauled  off  the  fhore  until 
we  deepened  our  water  to  fixteen  fathoms.  This  point  obtained  the  name 
of  Low  Point,  and  the  bay  that  of  Shoal-water  Bay  ; and  an  head-land 
that  was  high  and  bluff,  which  formed  the  other  entrance,  Was  alfo 
named  Cape  Shoal  water.  The  head-land  we  judged  to  be  in  the  lati- 
tude of  46°  47'  North,  and  the  longitude  235°  1 1'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 
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Tile  diftance  from  Low  Point  to  Cape  Shoal-water  was  too  great  to 
admit  of  an  obfervation  in  our  prefent  fituation.  The  fhoals  ftill  appeared 
to  run  from  fhore  to  fhore;  but  when  we, were  about  midway,  we  again 
bore  up  near  them,  in  order  to  difcover  if  there  might  not  be  a channel 
near  the  cape  : we  accordingly  fleered  in  for  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  when 
we  fhoaled  our  water  to  eight  fathoms.  At  this  time  the  breakers  were 
not  more  than  three  miles  from  us,  and  appeared  to  extend  to  Cape  Shoal- 
water,  when  it  was  thought  prudent  again  to  haul  off.  From  the  maft- 
head  it  was  obferved  that  this  bay  extended  a conflderable  way  inland, 
fpreading  into  feveral  arms  or  branches  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward. 
The  back  of  it  was  bounded  by  high  and  mountainous  land,  which  was 
at  a great  diftance  from  us.  A narrow  entrance  appeared  to  the  North 
Weft,  but  it  was  too  remote  for  us  difcover,  even  with  glaffes,  whether 
it  was  a river  or  low  land. 

We  had  concluded  that  this  wild  and  defolate  fhore  was  without  inha- 
bitants, but  this  opinion  proved  to  be  erroneous  ; for  a canoe  now  came 
off  to  us  from  the  point,  with  a man  and  boy.  On  their  approach  to  the 
fhip,  they  held  up  two  fea  otter  Heins ; we  therefore  hove  to,  when 
they  came  alongside  and  took  hold  of  a rope,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  come  on  board.  We  then  faftened  feveral  trifling  articles  to  a cord, 
and' threw  them  over  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  when  they  wrere  inftantly 
and  eagerly  feized  by  the  boy,  and  delivered  by  him  to  the  man  ; who 
did  not  hefitate  a moment  to  tie  the  two  otter  fkins  to  the  cord,  and 
waved  his  hand  as  a fign  for  us  to  take  them  on  board, — which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  an  additional  prefent  immediately  conveyed  to  him  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  former. 

Thefe  ftrangers  appeared  to  be  highly  delighted  with  their  unexpefted 
treafure,  and  feemed,  at  firft,  to  be  wholly  abforbed  in  their  attention  to 
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the  articles  which  compofed  it ; but  their  curiofity  was  in  a fhort  time 
entirely  transferred  to  the  Ihip,  and  their  eyes  ran  over  every  part  of 
it  with  a raoft  rapid  tranfition,  while  their  .actions  expreffed  fuch  extreme 
admiration  and  aftonilhment,  as  gave  us  every  reafon  to  conclude  that 
this  was  the  firft  time  they  had  ever  been  gratified  with  the  fight  of  fuch 
an  objeft. 

We  endeavoured  to  make  ourfelves  intelligible,  by  addreffing  them  in 
the  language  of  King  George’s  Sound,  which  we  had  found  to  prevail 
from  thence  to  the  diftridt  of  Tatootche  ; but  they  did  not  comprehend  a 
word  we  uttered,  and  replied  to  us  in  a language  which  bore  not  the 
leaf!  refemblance  or  affinity,  as  far  as  we  could  form  judgment,  to  any 
tongue  that  we  had  heard  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

On  a particular  infpedtion,  we  obferved  that  the  faffiion  of  their  canoes 
differed  from  thofe  of  their  more  Northern  neighbours.  In  their  perfons 
and  cloaths,  indeed,  they  refembled  the  people  of  Nootka  ; but  we  ob- 
ferved no  ornaments  about  them  which  could  lead  us  to  luppofe  that 
they  had  ever  before  communicated  with  Europeans.  Neverthdefs  their 
firft  holding  up  the  otter  Ikins,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  conduced 
themfelves  afterwards,  plainly  proves  that  they  had  an  idea  of  trade  : in- 
deed, it  is  more  than  probable  that  fome  of  the  natives  of  Tatootche’s 
diftrifl  may  have  occafionally  roamed  thus  far,  and  communicated  the 
intelligence  of  ftrangers  arriving  in  fhips  to  trade  for  furs.  But  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  thefe  people  are  of  a different  and  diftimft 
nation  from  thofe  of  King  George’s  Sound,  Port  Cox,  and  Tatootche  ; 
nor  is  it  improbable  but  that  this  very  fpot  might  be  the  extreme  boundary 
of  their  difttiff  on  the  North.  In  this  perluafion  we  became  doubly 
anxious  to  find  fome  place  of  ffieiter, — fome  harbour  or  port  where  the  (hip 
5 could 
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could  remain  in  fafety,  while  the  boats  might  be  employed  in  exploring 
this  part  of  the  coafl. 

During  the  time  we  had  been  lying  to  for  thefe  natives,  the  fhip  had 
drifted  bodily  down  to  the  fhoals,  which  obliged  us  to  make  fail, — when 
the  canoe  paddled  into  the  bay.  It  was  our  wifh  to  have  fent  the  long- 
boat to  found  near  the  fhoals,  in  order  to  difcover  if  there  was  any  chan- 
nel ; but  the  weather  was  fo  cloudy,  and,  altogether,  had  fo  unfettled  an 
appearance,  that  we  were  difcouraged  from  executing  fuch  a defign. — 
Nothing,  therefore,  was  left  for  us  but  to  coafl  it  along  the  fhore,  and 
endeavour  to  find  fome  place  where  the  fhip  might  be  brought  to  a fecure 
anchorage. 

We  therefore  continued  our  courfe ; and,  by  feven  o’clock,  we  were 
at  no  great  di fiance  from  Cape  Shoal-water,  when  we  again  had  a clear 
and  diflindt  view  of  the  bay  and  fhoals. — Our  depth  of  water  was  fixteen 
fathoms,  over  a fandy  bottom,  and  the  land  extended  to  the  Eafl  South 
Eafl,  from  the  Cape,  from  which  we  were  diflant  three  leagues.  The 
land  to  the  Southward  made  like  iflands,  but  that  circumflance  was  at- 
tributed to  the  fog,  which  now  came  thick  upon  us.  As  night  came  on 
the  fhip  was  hauled  off  fhore  and  hove  to,  to  await  the  return  of  day- 
light. 

The  morning  of  the  6th  viras  very  unfavourable  to  the  bufinefs  of 
making  difcoveries ; - the  wind  veered  to  the  North,  and  blew  very 
ftrong,  with  a great  fea  Cape  Shoal- water  bore  Eafl  by  North  fix 
leagues;  and  the  land  was  everywhere  covered  with  a thick  mill;  we 
therefore  did  not  bear  up  till  nine  o’clock,  when  the  mifl  cleared 
from  off  the  land.— As  we  approached  it  our  foundings  were  very  regu- 
lar, from  forty  to  fixteen  fathoms,  over  a fandy  bottom.— At  half  part 
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ten,  being  within  three  leagues  of  Cape  Shoal  water,  we  had  a perfed 
view  of  it ; and,  with  the  glaffes,  we  traced  the  line  of  coafl  to  the 
Southward,  which  prefented  no  opening  that  promifed  any  thing  like  an 
harbour.  An  high  bluff  promontory  bore  off  us  South  Eafl,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  only  four  leagues,  for  which  we  fleered  to  double,  with  the  hope 
that  between  it  and  Cape  Shoal-water,  we  fhould  find  fome  fort  of 
harbour.  We  now  difcovered  diflant  land  beyond  this  promontory,  and 
we  pleafed  ourfeives  with  the  expedation  of  its  being  Cape  Saint  Roc 
of  the  Spaniards,  near  which  they  are  faid  to  have  found  a good  port. 

By  half  pafl  eleven  we  doubled  this  cape,  at  the  diflance  of  three 
miles,  having  a clear  and  perfed  view  of  the  fhore  in  every  part,  on 
which  we  did  not  difcern  a living  creature,  or  the  leafl  trace  of  habitable 
life.  A prodigious  Eaflerly  fwell  rolled  on  the  fhore,  and  the  foundings 
gradually  decreafed  from  forty  to  fixteen  fathoms,  over  a hard,  fandy 
bottom.  After  we  had  rounded  the  promontory,  a large  bay,  as  we  had 
imagined,  opened  to  our  viewr  that  bore  a very  promifing  appearance, 
and  into  which  we  fleered  with  every  encouraging  expectation. 

The  high  land  that  formed  the  boundaries  of  the  bay,  was  at  a great 
diflance,  and  aflat  level  country  occupied  the  intervening  fpace  : the  bay 
itfelf  took  rather  a weflerly  di  red  ion.  As  we  fleered  in,  the  water  fhoaled 
to  nine,  eight,  and  feven  fathoms,  when  breakers  were  feen  from  the 
deck,  right  a-head  ; and,  from  the  mafl-head,  they  were  obferved  to 
extend  acrofs  the  bay.  We  therefore  hauled  out,  and  direded  our  courfe  to 
the  oppofite  fhore,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  channel,  or  if  we  could  difcover 
any  port. 
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The  name  of  Cape  Difappointment  was  given  to  the  promontory,  and 
the  bay  obtained  the  title  of  Deception  Bay,  By  an  indifferent  meridian 
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1788.  obfervation,  it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  46°  io'  North,  and  in  the  computed 
longitude  of  2350  34'  Ead.  We  can  now  with  fafety  affert,  that  there  is 
no  fuch  river  as  that  of  Saint  Roc  exids,  as  laid  down  in  the  Spanilh 
charts  : to  thofe  of  Maurelle  we  made  continual  reference,  but  without 
deriving  any  information  or  affiftance  from  them. 

We  now  reached  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  where  difappointment 
continued  to  accompany  us  ; and  being  aimod  certain  that  there  we  fhould 
obtain  no  place  of  fhelter  for  the  fillip,  we  bore  up  for  a difiant  head-land, 
keeping  our  courfe  within  two  miles  of  the  fhore. 

The  face  of  the  country,  however,  afifumed  a very  different  appearance 
from  that  of  the  Northern  coaft.  Many  beautiful  fpots,  covered  with 
fine  fined  verdure,  folicited  our  attention  ; and  the  land  rofe  in  a very 
gradual  afcent  to  the  didant  mountains,  Ikirted  by  a white  Tandy  beach 
down  to  the  fea.  As  we  failed  along,  fpacious  lawns  and  hanging- 
woods  everywhere  met  the  delighted  eye, — but  not  an  human  being 
appeared  to  inhabit  the  fertile  country  of  New  Albion. 

As  we  thus  purfued  our  courfe  along  the  Ihore,  obferving  every  part  of 
it  with  the  mod  minute  attention,  a large  opening  appeared  a-liead,  which 
once  more  animated  our  hopes,  and  formed  a new  fource  of  difappoint- 
ment. In  the  offing  it  blew  very  drong,  and  a great  wederly  fwell 
tumbled  in  on  the  land.  By  feven  o’clock  we  were  abread  of  this  open- 
ing, the  mouth  of  which,  to  our  great  mortification,  was  entirely 
cl o fed  by  a low  fandy  beach,  nearly  level  with  tire  lea,  which  appeared 
to  flow  over  it,  and  form  an  extenfive  back-water  beyond  it  an  open 
champaign  country  extended  to  a confiderable  didance,  where  it  was 
confined  by  a boundary  of  lofty  mountains. 


The 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

The  bay  was  named  by  us  Quickfand  Bay,  and  an  adjoining  head- 
land Cape  Grenville  ; — the  diftant  Southerly  head-land,  we  called 
Cape  Look-out.  This  cape  is  very  high  and  bluff,  and  terminates 
abruptly  in  the  fea.  At  about  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  it 
there  rofe  three  large  rocks,  which  were  very  remarkable,  from  the  great 
refemblance  they  bore  to  each  other. — The  middle  one  has  an  arch- 
way, perforated,  as  it  were,  in  its  centre,  through  which  we  very  plainly 
difcovered  the  diftant  fea. — They  more  particularly  attradled  our  notice, 
as  we  had  not  obferved  between  King  George’s  Sound  and  this  place,  any 
rocks  fo  confpicuoufly  fituated  from  the  land: — their  diftance  from  each 
other  might  be  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  we  gave  them  the  name  of 
the  Th  ree  Brothers. 

By  eight  in  the  evening  we  were  within  three  leagues  of  Cape  Look- 
out, which  we  judge  to  lie  in  the  latitude  of  450  30'  North,  and  in  the 
longitude  of  2350  50'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  We  were  now  convinced  that 
there  was  no  opening  between  the  Cape  and  Quickfand  Bay. 

As  we  had  met  with  nothing  but  difcouragement,  we  here  gave  up  all 
further  purfuit,  and  clofed  our  progrefs  to  the  Southward  : — we  therefore 
hauled  our  wind,  in  order  to  proceed  again  to  the  Northward. 

It  was  our  intention  to  take  our  courfe  to  the  great  bay  or  found  which 
we  had  paffed  the  day  after  our  departure  from  Port  Cox,  and  from 
whence  a large  company  of  the  natives  came  off  to  us.  This  bay  had,  in- 
deed, been  already  vifited  by  the  (hip  Imperial  Eagle,  where  we  had  found 
a Secure  anchorage  : from  thence  we  propofed  to  fend  the  long-  boat,  in 
order  to  explore  the  ftraits,  and  to  afcertain  whether  the  inhabitants  were 
a people  diftindl  from  thofe  of  Nootka  Sound. 
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We  had  now  obtained  no  inconfiderable  knowledge  of  the  Coafl:  of 
America,  from  King  George’s  Sound  to  Cape  Look-out : that  is,  from 
the  latitude  of  450  37'  North,  to  the  latitude  of  490  37'  North. — We  had 
not  only  traced  every  part  of  a coafl:  which  unfavourable  weather  had 
prevented  Captain  Cook  from  approaching,  but  had  alfo  afcertained  the 
real  exiftence  of  the  Strait  of  John  de  Fuca,  which  now  renewed 
its  claim  to  our  attention.  We  moft  anxioufly  wifhed  to  have  con- 
tinued our  inquifitive  courfe  to  the  Southward,  as  far,  at  leafl,  as  lati- 
tude 420,  where  it  is  faid  Captain  Caxon  found  a good  harbour;  but  the 
feafon  was  already  fo  much  advanced,  that  had  we  gone  fo  far  to  the 
Southward,  we  fhould  not  have  been  able  to  return  to  King  George’s 
Sound  before  the  equinoctial  gales  fet  in  ; — a feafon  to  be  dreaded  on  this 
coafl-,  more  efpecially  when  we  knew  of  no  harbour  where  we  could  take 
refuge  againfl  the  violence  of  it : — Befides,  we  were  influenced  by  a very 
natural  anxiety  concerning  the  party  we  had  left  at  Nootka  : — they  might 
have  been  in  want  of  our  a fli fiance,  and  various  circumftances  might 
have  arifen,  which  would  render  our  return  of  importance  to  them,  at 
leafl:  before  the  month  of  September  Befides,  if  we  had  purfued  our 
courfe  to  the  Southward,  we  fhould  have  been  altogether  prevented  from 
examining  the  flrait ; as  the  bad  weather  which  we  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  we  fhould  experience  on  oar  return,  might,  and  in  all  probability 
would,  prolong  the  courfe  of  it  to  the  middle  of  Augufl. — As  it  was,  we 
feldom  enjoyed  a fucceffion  of  three  days  without  either  fog  or  rain. 

The  equinoctial  gales  blow  with  great  fury  on  the  coafl  of  America,  and 
generally  fet  in  from  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  September,  We  were 
therefore  apprehenfive  that  they  might  drive  us  off  the  coafl,  and  force 
us,  perhaps,  to  fleer  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and,  of  courfe,  to  leave 
the  party  at  Nootka  in  a fituation  of  difficulty  and  danger. 
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Such  were  the  reafons  which  determined  us  to  return  to  the  North, 
and  to  keep  King  George’s  Sound  open,  at  all  events,  let  the  winds  or 
weather  be  what  they  might.  This  meafure  was  alfo  effer  ^ally  neceffary, 
as  it  was  already  agreed  that  on  the  20th  of  September  one  of  the  fhips 
fhould  leave  the  American  coaft  on  her  return  to  China  ; but  before  this 
part  of  our  expedition  could  be  put  in  execution,  the  new  veffel  was  to 
be  launched  and  equipped  for  fea,  and  near  three  thoufand  fathoms  of 
cordage  manufactured, — a bufinefs  which  would  employ  a more  nume- 
rous crew  than  our  fhip  contained. 

At  fun-rife  of  the  7th, Cape  Look-out  was  feen,  bearing  Eaft  by  South, 
at  the  diftance  of  twelve  leagues.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  450  12'  North, 
and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  only  160  io'  Eaft. 

It  was  the  10th  of  July  before  we  again  made  the  land,  when  at  noon 
we  difcerned  the  high  land  forming  the  Eaftern  ftiore  in  the  Straits  of 
de  Fuca  ; and,  at  fun-fet,  we  faw  the  Eafternmoft  head-land  of  the  large 
found  near  Port  Cox,  which  obtained  from  us  the  name  of  Cape  Beale  : 
this  head-land  bore  North  by  Eaft,  diftant  ten  leagues.  The  variation  of 
the  compafs  was  here  180  30'  Eaft. 

On  the  1 1 th , in  the  morning,  we  were  off  the  mouth  of  this  found, 
which  appeared  extenftve,  but  of  no  great  depth.  Several  iflands  were 
placed  nearly  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  were  rather  high,  and  well 
wooded.  The  long-boat  was  fent  to  find  the  anchoring-ground,  and, 
above  eleven  o’clock,  Ihe  returned  to  pilot  us  into  a fine  fpacious  port, 
formed  by  a number  of  iflands,  where  we  anchored  in  eight  fathoms 
water,  over  a muddy  bottom,  and  fecurely  fheltered  from  wind  and  fea. 
A large  number  of  natives  immediately  came  off  in  their  canoes,  and 
brought  abundance  of  filh  ; among  which  were  falmon,  trout,  cray,  and 
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other  Ihell-fifti,  with  plenty  of  wild  berries  and  onions.  Thefe  people 
belonged  to  a very  large  village,  fituated  on  the  fummit  of  a very  high 
hill. — This  pOio'  we  named  Port  Effingham,  in  honour  of  the  noble  Lord 
of  that  title. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  fails  and  running  rigging  were  unbent,  a party  of 
waterers  were  fent  on  ffiore,  and  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  employed 
about  the  neceflary  duty  of  the  fhip. 

This  found  had  been  vifited  by  Captain  Barclay,  of  the  Imperial  Eagle, 
in  the  year  1787,  who  named  it  Barclay  Sound.  The  found  itfelf  is 
very  extenfive,  and  contains  feveral  fcattered  iflands,  entirely  covered  with 
wood.  On  the  main  land  there  are  large  and  populous  villages,  well 
watered  by  rivulets,  where  great  numbers  of  falmon  are  taken,  which, 
when  properly  prepared,  conftitute  a principal  part  of  their  winter’s 
food. 

The  port  is  fufficiently  capacious  to  contain  an  hundred  fail  of  fliips,— 
and  fo  fortunately  ffieltered  as  to  fecure  them  from  any  ftorm.  — The 
anchorage  is  alfo  good,  being  a foft  mud,  and  the  watering  place  perfectly 
convenient. 

In  our  paffage  from  Cape  Look-out  to  Port  Effingham,  we  faw  num- 
bers of  fea  otters  playing  in  the  water  with  their  young  ones  ; but  at  the 
fhip’s  approach  they  quickly  difappeared.  Once  or  twice  we  paffed 
within  a few  yards  of  fome  of  them,  as  they  were  deeping  on  their 
backs  in  the  fea.  At  firft  we  took  them  for  pieces  of  drift-wood,  till, 
on  being  awakened  be  the  noife  of  the  fliip,  they  inftantly  dived  away. 
We  alfo  faw  many  whales  of  the  fpermaceti  kind,  and  feals  without 
number,  befides  other  huge  marine  animals. 
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Tale  poffeffon  of  the  Straits  of  de  Fuca  in  the  Name  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri - 
tain. — Vifted  by  the  Natives. — Pleafant  Situation  of  the  Ship. — Long-boat 
equipped  and fent  on  an  Expedition. — The  Object  of  it  .—Strangers  re  fort  to 
the  Ship. — Anxiety  on  Account  of  the  Long-boat , ’which  at  length  arrives. — 

Reafon  of  her  quick  Return. — Conflict  with  the  Natives  of  the  Straits  of  de 
Fuca , and  the  Confequences  of  it. — Valour  of  thofe  People. — The  dangerous 
Situation  of  the  Boat  and  Crew. — Bi/lance  advanced  up  the  Straits  of  de 
Fuca. — Poftion  of  them. — Human  Heads  offered  to  J'ale. — Damp  thrown 
on  the  Spirits  of  the  Crew. — Prepare  for  Sea. — Leave  Port  Effingham. — 

An  Account  of  the  Port  and  Sound. — Progrefs  of  the  new  Veffel,  &c. — 

Succefs  in  collecting  Furs. — Attention  of  Maquilla. 

IT  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that  we  took  pofleflion  of  the 
ftraits  of  John  de  Fuca,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Britain,  with 
the  forms  that  had  been  adopted  by  preceding  navigators  on  fimilar 
occafions. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  a confiderable  number  of  natives  vifited  the  Sunday  15 
fhip  in  this  ftation,  from  whom  we  purchafed  furs  of  various  kinds. — 

But  it  was  obferved  by  us,  that  they  were  not  accompanied  by  their 
chiefs,  or  indeed  any  perfon  of  authority  amongft  them.  They  alfo 
brought  us  great  plenty  of  falmon,  which,  in  delicacy  of  flavour,  far 
exceeded  that  of  Nootka  Sound,  with  large  quantities  of  fhell-fifh,  and 
the  refrefhing  as  well  as  falutary  provifion  of  wild  onions,  and  fruits  of 
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their  woods;  with  which  nature  had  kindly  furnifhed  every  part  of  the 
coaft  where  we  had  any  communication  with  the  natives  of  it. 

It  was  now  the  height  of  fummer,  the  weather  was  warm  and  plea- 
fant  ; and  we  very  fenflbly  enjoyed  the  benign  influence  of  the  delightful 
feafon.  Not  a Angle  patch  of  fnow  was  vifible  on  the  fummits  of  the 
lofty  mountains  which  furrounded  the  found.  We  could  not,  therefore, 
but  derive  a moft  refrefhing  fatisfailion  from  our  temporary  repofe  in 
this  calm  and  charming  fituation. 

We  embraced  the  prefent  favourable  opportunity  to  difpatch  the  long- 
boat, not  only  to  explore  the  ftraits  of  de  Fuca,  but  to  procure,  if  poflible, 
fome  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Shoal water-Bay.  She  was,  therefore, 
properly  equipped  for  the  occafion,  was  manned  with  thirteen  of  our 
people,  and  furnifhed  with  provifions  for  a month.  The  command  of 
her  was  given  to  Mr.  Robert  Duffin,  our  firft  officer,  to  whom  written 
inftrudlions  were  delivered,  by  which  he  was  to  govern  himfelf  in  the 
conduct  of  this  little  expedition. — On  the  13th,  the  boat  departed  on  its 
voyage  of  difcovery. 

The  crew  employed  on  this  pccaflon,  added  to  the  party  we  had  fpared 
for  the  fervice  of  King  George’s  Sound,  had  fo  diminifhed  our  fhip’s 
company,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  put  ourfelves  in 
the  befl:  poflible  hate  of  preparation,  in  cafe  our  prefent  neighbours,  who 
are  a numerous,  bold,  and  powerful  people,  flaould  be  tempted  by  a 
knowledge  of  our  weaknefs  to  make  an  attack.  All  the  guns  were 
therefore  mounted  ; the  arms  got  ready  for  fervice,  and  orders  iflfued 
that  none  of  the  natives  fhould,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  buffered 
to  come  on  board  the  fhip. 


Imme- 
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Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  long-boat,  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  canoes  from  the  Northward,  came  along-fide  us,  few,  if  any,  of 
which  contained  lefs  than  thirty  men,  and  many  of  them  more,  befides 
women  and  children.  Among  our  vifitors  we  recollected  the  faces  of 
feveral  whom  we  had  already  feeti  at  Port  Cox,  of  which  place  they 
were  inhabitants.  The  others  were  natives  of  the  Weftern  fhore  which 
ftretches  down  to  the  fhraits,  and  which  forms  a part  of  the  extenfive 
territories  of  Wicananifh.  That  prince,  it  feemed,  had  lately  given  a fple'n- 
did  feaft  to  a large  number  of  his  principal  fubjeCts  ; and  from  the  great 
quantity  of  thofe  articles  he  had  received  from  us,  which  we  now  perceiv- 
ed among  them,  there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  added  to  the 
fplendour  of  his  banquet,  by  dividing  his  treafures  among  thofe  who  had 
the  honour  of  being  invited  to  it. 

Nothing  material  occurred  till  the  20th  : the  weather  continued  to  be 
extremely  fine,  and  our  communication  with  the  natives  was  on  terms  of 
reciprocal  good  underftanding.  They  daily  reforted  to  us  with  furs,  fi(h 
and  vegetables,  and  fometimes  an  occafional  prefent  of  very  fine  venifon 
added  its  luxury  to  the  common  plenty  of  our  table.  But  in  our  prefent 
ftate  of  inactivity,  the  fituation  of  the  long-boat  was  continually  prefiing 
home  upon  our  minds  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  the  fears  of  calamity. 
The  favage  nature  of  the  people  who  inhabited  the  parts  which  our  friends 
were  gone  to  explore,  operated  to  alarm  the  one  ; at  the  fame  time  that  our 
confidence  in  their  fkill,  courage,  and  good  conduCt,  animated  the  other. — 
While,  however,  our  imaginations  were  following  them  in  their  voyage, 
with  the  moffc  affectionate  folicitude,  they  were  on  the  verge  of  deftruc- 
tion,  and  threatened  with  (haring  the  abhorrent  fate  of  their  countrymen 
who  were  devoured  by  the  cannibals  of  Queenhithe, 
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On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  we  faw  the  fails  of  the  long-boat  in  the 
offing;  but  the  fudden  impulfe  of  our  unrefledting  joy  on  the  occaiion, 
was  immediately  checked  by  the  apprehenfions  that  naturally  arofe  in 
our  minds  from  her  early  return.  The  interval  of  her  arrival  at  the 
fhip  was  a period  of  very  painful  fufpenfe  to  every  one  on  board  : at 
length,  to  our  inexpreffible  fatisfadtion,  we  obferved,  on  her  coming 
along-fide,  that  not  an  individual  was  miffing.  Our  immediate  attention, 
however,  was  called  to  the  affiftance  of  fome  wounded  men,  who  had 
fuffered  feverely  in  a very  violent  conflict  the  boat  had  fuftained 
with  the  natives  of  the  {traits,  and  which  was  the  caufe  of  her  fudden 
return. 

The  whole  attention  of  the  ffiip  was  now  transferred  to  our  wounded 
people  ; but  though  feveral  of  them  were  much  hurt,  we  were  confoled 
with  finding  that  no  mortal  injury  had  been  received  by  any.  The 
officer  was  wounded  by  a barbed  arrow  in  the  head,  which  would  have 
killed  him  on  the  fpot,  if  a thick  hat  had  not  deadened  the  force  of  the 
weapon.  One  of  the  feamen  was  pierced  in  the  bread:,  and  another  in 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  into  which  the  arrow  had  entered  fo  far  as  to  render 
a very  large  incifion  ablolutely  neceffiary,  in  order  to  difcharge  it.  A 
fourth  received  a wound  very  near  the  heart,  but  the  weapon  which  gave 
it,  very  fortunately  fell  ffiort  of  the  vital  parts.  The  reft  of  the  people 
were  bruifed  in  a terrible  manner  by  the  {tones  and  clubs  of  the  enemy  ; 
even  the  boat  itfelf  was  pierced  in  a thoufand  places  by  arrows,  many  of 
which  remained  in  the  awning  that  covered  the  back  part  of  it ; and  which, 
by  receiving  the  arrows,  and  breaking  the  fall  of  large  {tones  thrown 
from  flings,  in  a great  meafure  faved  our  party  from  inevitable  de- 
flrudtion. 
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In  this  engagement  the  natives  behaved  with  a fpirit  and  refolution 
that  refitted  the  ufual  terror  of  fire-arms  among  a favage  people  ; for  the 
conteft  was  clofe,  and  for  fome  time  our  men  fought  for  their  lives.— 
One  of  them  had  beenfingled  out  by  an  individual  favage  for  his  vidlim, 
and  a fierce  engagement  took  place  between  them.  The  native  was 
armed  with  a ftone  bludgeon,  and  the  failor  with  a cutlafs.  They  both 
manifefted,  for  fome  time,  equal  courage  and  dexterity  ; but  if  an  inter- 
vening oar  had  not  broke  a blow,  armed  with  all  the  force  of  his  enemy, 
our  brave  countryman  mutt  have  funk  beneath  it.  It  however  failed  of 
its  object,  and  gave  him.  an  opportunity,  by  a fevere  ftroke  of  the  cutlafs, 
to  deprive  the  native  of  an  arm,  who,  notwithttanding  fuch  a lofs,  and 
feveral  other  wounds,  contrived  to  fwim  from  the  boat,  indebted  for  his 
life  to  the  noble  mercy  of  his  conqueror,  who  difdained  to  kill  him  ill 
the  water. 

The  feaman  who  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  continued,  during  the  'adtion, 
with  the  arrow  in  his  flefh  ; and  without  attempting  to  rid  himfelf  of 
the  torturing  weapon,  became,  by  his  courageous  and  adlive  exertions,  a 
very  principal  inttrument  in  preferving  the  boat. 

Though  we  had  never  had  any  intercourfe  or  communication  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ttraits,  we  had  indulged  ourfelves  with  the  hope  that 
our  friendly  condudt  towards  their  neighbours,  might,  by  fome  means, 
have  reached  the  diftridt  of  their  habitation,  and  given  them  favourable 
imprefiions  of  us : but  their  condudt  marked  the  moft  favage  and  bloody 
hoftility  ; and  the  fury  of  their  onfet  compelled  a fimilar  fpirit  of  re- 
fiftance  : but  to  do  juttice  to  the  humanity  of  our  people, — notwithttand- 
ing the  adtual  fufferings  of  many  of  them,  and  the  cruel  fate  which  they 
well  knew  would  have  been  the  certain  allotment  of  them  all,  had 
they  loft  the  day,- — they  never  failed,  in  recounting  the  circumftances  of 
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of  if,  to  exprefs  an  unfeigned  concern  for  the  unhappy  people  who  had  fa 
rafhly  courted  their  own  dedruftion. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  the  favages, — who  boarded  the  boat,  with  the- 
defign  of  taking  her,  in  two  canoes,  containing  between  forty  and  fifty 
men,  who  were  mod  probably  fome  of  their  choiced  warriors.  Several 
other  canoes  alfo  remained  at  afmall  didance,  to  affid  in  the  attempt;  and 
the  (hore  was  every  where  lined  with  people,  who  difchargedat  ourveffel 
continual  fhowers  of  dones  and  arrows.  A chief  in  one  of  the  canoes,  who 
encouraged  the  advance  of  the  others,  was  mod  fortunately  fhot  in  the 
head  with  a fingle  ball,  while  in  the  very  aft  of  throwing  a fpear  of  a 
mod  enormous  length  at  the  cockfwain.  This  circumdance  caufed  the 
canoes  to  draw  back,  and  deprived  the  natives  who  were  already  engaged^ 

of  that  fupport  which  mud  have  enfured  them  the  victory. Indeed, 

as  it  was,  when  we  confider  that  the  boat’s  company  confided  only  of 
thirteen  men,  who  were  attacked  with  the  mod  courageous  fury  by  fu- 
perior  numbers,  and  galled  as  thefe  were,  at  the  fame  moment,  by  the 
numerous  weapons  coudantly  difcharged  from  the  fhore,  their  efcape  is 
to  be  numbered  among  thofe  favourable  events  of  life,  which  never  fail 
to  excite,  in  well  ordered  minds,  a mingled  fenfation  of  gratitude  and 
adonifhment. 

The  boat  had  advanced  a confiderable  way  up  the  Straits  of  de  Fuca, 
and  had  entered  a bay  or  harbour;  when,  as  our  people  were  pre- 
paring to  land  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  it,  they  were  attacked  by  the 
natives,  as  has  been  jud  related  ; and,  of  courfe,  effectually  obdru&ed  in 
the  purfuit  of  their  original  defign.  From  this  dation,  however,  they 
obferved,  that  the  draits  to  the  Ead  North  Ead  appeared  to  be  of  great 
extent,  and  to  encreafe  rather  than  diminifh. 
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As  they  returned  down  the  ftraits,  they  were  met  by  a fmall  canoe 
paddled  by  two  men,  who  were  the  fubjeCts  of  Wicananilh,  and  from 
whom  they  purchafed  fome  fifli.  But  words  cannot  exprefs  the  furprife 
and  abhorrence  of  our  people,  when  thefe  favages  held  up  two  human 
heads,  but  juft  cut  off,  and  ftill  ftreaming  with  blood,  by  way  of  offering 
them  to  fale.  They  held  thefe  deteftable  objeCts  by  the  hair  with 
an  air  of  triumph  and  exultation ; and,  when  the  crew  of  the  boat 
difcovered  figns  of  dilguft  and  deteftation  at  fuch  an  horrid  fpeCtacle,  the 
favages,  in  a tone,  and  with  looks  of  extreme  fatisfa&ion,  informed 
them,  that  they  were  the  heads  of  two  people  belonging  to  Tatootche, 
whom  they  had  murdered,  as  that  chief  had  lately  declared  war  againft 
Wicananifh.  This  circumftance  threw  a damp  upon  the  fpirits  of  the 
crew,  which  continued,  more  or  lefs,  through  the  whole  of  the  voyage. 

Though  the  boat  had  not  fucceeded  in  the  principal  objeCt  of  our 
expedition,  yet  it  did  not  return  without  being  able  to  communicate  fome 
knowledge  of  the  ftraits  of  de  Fuca.  She  had  failed  near  thirty  leagues 
up  the  flrait,  and  at  that  diflance  from  the  fea  it  was  about  fifteen  leagues 
broad,  with  a clear  horizon  ftretching  to  the  Eaft  for  15  leagues  more. — 
Such  an  extraordinary  circumftance  filled  us  with  ftrange  conjectures  as 
to  the  extremity  of  this  ftrait,  which  we  concluded,  at  all  events,  could 
not  be  at  any  great  diftance  from  Hudfon’s  Bay: — An  opinion  which  is 
confidered  at  large  in  the  Introduction  to  this  volume. 

We  were  now  obliged  to  give  up  all  hope  of  obtaining  any  further 
fatisfaCtion  concerning  the  extent  of  the  ftraits,  or  of  the  particulars  of 
Shoalwater  Bay,  at  leaft  for  this  feafon.  We  therefore  prepared  to  return 
with  all  poffible  expedition  to  join  our  party  in  King  George’s  Sound. 
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On  the  2 1 ft,  we  put  to  fea  with  the  tide  of  ebb,  and  by  noon  we 
were  entirely  clear  of  the  Sound.  Our  latitude  was  48°  41'  North,  and 
Port  Effingham  bore  North  Weft  by  North,  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles. 

During  our  ftay  in  this  port,  we  were  vifited  by  a great  variety  of 
people,  who  refided  at  different  places  between  Port  Cox  and  the  ifland 
ofTatootche.  But  none  of  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  up  the  ftrait 
ventured  to  approach  us:  perhaps  the  fear  ofTatootche,  whofe  ifland  is 
fituated  at  the  very  entrance,  and  is  faid  to  contain  near  five  thoufand 
people,  might  prevent  them  from  coming  to  the  fliip. 

In  this  ftation  we  procured  a confidcrable  quantity  of  very  fine  fea- 
otter  (kins,  with  abundance  of  fi(h,  eonfifting  of  falmon,  halibut,  her- 
rings, fardonies,  cod,  trout,  and  rock-fiffi.  We  were  alfo  furniflied  with 
a continual  fupply  of  vegetables  and  fruits  of  the  woods  ; particularly 
a kind  of  wild  currant,  which  grows  on  trees  of  a tolerable  fize. 

The  found  is,  by  no  means,  fo  extenfive  as  that  of  Nootka.  It  affords^ 
however,  feveral  places  of  flicker,  but  none  of  them  are  fo  commodious 
as  Port  Effingham,  which  is  entirely  fecure  from  all  winds.  The  coaft 
every  where  abounds  with  timber  for  fhip-building,  and  which  would 
form  the  fineft  mafts  and  fpars  in  the  world. 

During  the  whole  of  the  22d  the  wind  blew  from  the  Weft  North 
Weft,  with  which  we  flood  to  fea  to  the  South  Weft,  till  noon  of  the 

23d,  when  the  latitude  was  48°  36'  North. At  this  time  we  had 

made  fo  confiderable  an  offing  that  we  loft  fight  of  land  ; when,  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  veering  to  the  South  Weft,  we  tacked  and 
flood  to  the  Weft  North  Weft,  to  make  the  land. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  Southward,  which  1788. 
brought  thick,  hazy  weather,  and  of  courfe  prevented  us  from  clofing  Thurfday24 
with  the  Ihore.  Towards  noon,  however,  it  cleared  away,  and  the  lati- 
tude was  490  40'  North  : but  we  fcarcely  had  taken  the  meridian,  when 
the  fog  returned,  and  on  founding,  we  had  no  more  than  twenty  fathoms 
of  water ; on  which  we  tacked  immediately  and  flood  to  fea.  At  four 
o’clock  it  again  cleared  up,  when  Breaker’s  Point  was  feen  bearing 
Eaft  by  South,  dillant  four  leagues,  and  our  diftance  from  the  land  was 
only  three  leagues  ; fo  that  when  we  tacked,  we  mull  have  been  clofe 
on  board  it. 

The  thick,  mifty  weather  did  not  entirely  clear  away  till  the  morning  Friday  25 
of  the  25th,  when  the  entrance  of  King  George’s  Sound  was  feen  bearing 
Eall  North  Ea(t,  at  the  dillance  of  fix  leagues  ; but  it  again  came  on  fo 
very  foggy,  that  it  would  have  been  imprudence  in  the  extreme  to  have 
run  for  the  land. 

About  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  happily  anchored  Saturday  26 
fafe  in  Friendly  Cove;  when  we  enjoyed  the  very  great  fatisfa&ion  of 
finding  our  friends  in  perfect  health  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  the  vefifel 
in  a forward  ftate  of  advancement : fhe  was  completely  in  frame,  part  of 
her  fides  were  planked,  her  decks  laid,  and  moft  of  her  iron  work 
finilhed. 

During  our  abfence  a confiderable  quantity  of  furs  had  been  collefled, 
not  only  from  the  natives,  but  from  various  companies  of  ftrangers5 
whom  the  fame  of  the  veffel  had  induced  to  vifit  Nootka,  in  order  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  curiofity  with  the  fight  of  fuch  an  obje£t„ 
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Maquilla  had  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  every  part  of  his  engagement, 
and  the  faithful  Callicum  had  attended  to  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  our 
people,  with  the  vigilance  of  honour,  and  the  affedtion  of  friendship: 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  in  his  jurifdidtion,  not  only  brought 
daily  and  plentiful  fupplies  of  fi (h  and  other  provisions  to  the  houfe,  but 
gave  the  party  every  affiftance  in  their  power,  by  his  immediate  orders. 
Nor  is  it  poffible  for  us  to  relate  his  zealous  regard  and  unfhaken  attach- 
ment to  us,  without  lamenting  the  unmerited  fate  he  received,  from 
the  unfeeling  and  execrable  conduit  of  men  who  were  natives  of  the 
moft  enlightened  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  boaft  the  profeflion  of  a reli- 
gion of  peace  and  mercy. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Anxiety  of  the  Party  on  Shore  on  Account  of  the  Ship . — Reports  fpread  by  the 
Natives. — Knowledge  obtained  by  the  Party  of  our  Engagement  in  the  Straits 
of  Be  Fuca,  and  its  Confequence. — Improvement  made  in  the  Houfe , &c. 
during  the  Abfence  of  the  Felice. — The  AfonifJjment  of  the  Natives 
at  the  Building  of  the  Veffel,  with  their  peculiar  Attention  to  the  Employ- 
ment of  the  Smiths. — Our  Obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  an  ObjeSl  of 
particular  Curiofity  to  the  Natives. — Some  Knowledge  of  their  Religion  deri- 
ved from  thence. — Befgnof  proceeding  again  to  Port  Cox. — Reafons  ajfgned 
for  not  fopping  there  on  our  Return  from  Port  Effingham.  — Our  Intentions 
fruf  rated.-—  Mutiny  on  Board. — fhe  Perfons  concerned  in  it  turned  on 
Shore. — And  the  Reafons  for  fuch  a Me  afire,  isc» 


IF,  during  our  progrefs  to  the.  Southward,  we  felt  at  times  a very 
poignant  anxiety  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  thofe  whom  we  had 
left  on  fhore,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  for  a moment,  that  they  were  not 
aftedled  by  fimilar  fenfations  for  their  friends  on  board  the  Felice  t 
who  were  gone  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  thofe  feas  where  it  was 
doubted  that  ever  fhip  had  ploughed  the  water,  and  to  explore  thofe 
coafts  which  they  did  not  fuppofe  an  European  foot  had  ever  trod.— « 
Their  folicitude  was  equal  to  our  own  ; and  their  intervals  of  labour 
were  conflantly  employed  in  counting  the  hours  of  our  abfence, — offer*- 
ing  up  prayers  for  our  fafety, — and  joining  in  wifhes  for  our  return. 
But  this  was  not  all- — the  natural  concern  they  muft  feel  on  our  account, 
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was  heightened  into  the  moft  painful  alarm,  from  a report  brought  them 
by  fome  of  the  fubjeCts  of  Wicananifh,  which  contained  an  account  of 
our  having  been  attacked  by  the  people  of  Tatootche,  who  had  cut  to 
pieces  a part  of  the  crew  of  the  Felice  ; and  that  the  principal  officers 
were  among  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  contefh  — Such  a relation,  which 
could  not  be  fuppofed,  by  the  moft  incredulous  of  our  people,  to  be  a 
mere  invention,  threw  them  into  a ft  ate  of  confufion  that  checked 
the  growing  ardour  of  their  exertions,  and  caft  a gloom  over  them 
which  the  utmoft  efforts  of  their  refolution,  and  the  fpirit  neceffary  to 
encounter  a repeated  acceffion  of  difficulties,  was  not  able  entirely  to  dif- 
frpate. — This  report,  however,  proved  to  be  an  entire  fabrication  of  thofe 
who  brought  it,  as  it  was  previous  to  the  aCtion  of  our  long-boat  with 
the  natives  of  the  Straits,  which  might  have,  in  fome  degree,  juffified 
an  exaggerated  account  of  that  unfortunate  event. — From  what  motives 
this  falfhood  was  fabricated,  we  never  could  difcover,  or,  indeed,  form 
any  thing  like  a fatisfaCtory  conjecture.  A full  and  faithful  account, 
however,  of  our  proceedings  in  Port  Effingham,  and  a particular  de- 
fcription  of  our  wounded  feamen,  was  brought  to  Nootka  Sound,  by  a 
native  of  that  port,  who  had  arrived  to  difpofe  of  a cargo  of  furs  to 
Maquilla. 

Among  other  unpleafant  confequences  of  this  report,  it  put  an  end,  for 
fome  time,  to  all  communication  between  the  natives  of  King  George’s 
Sound  and  the  houfe  ; and  occafioned  our  people,  who  were  under  the 
afflicting  apprehenfions  that  they  ffiould  never  fee  us  more,  to  redouble 
their  precautions  till  the  arrival  of  the  Iphigenia. — Their  joy,  therefore, 
may  be  more  eafily  conceived  than  defcribed,  when  they  faw  the  Felice 
enter  the.  Sound,  and  beheld  every  perfon  on  board  in  health  and  fpirits, 
who  had  departed  with  her. 
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The  fituation  and  circum fiances  in  which  we  found  our  little  colony 
at  our  return,  very  evidently  proved  their  diligence,  as  well  as  attention 
to  the  orders  left  with  them  for  their  conduct  during  ourabfence.  The 
houfe  had  been  rendered  perfectly  fecure  from  any  attack  of  the  natives, 
though  they  fhould  have  employed  their  whole  force  again  ft  it.  A pali- 
fado  of  ftrong  ftakes,  with  a well -formed  fence  of  thick  bullies,  had  ren- 
dered our  ground,  in  a great  meafure,  impregnable.  Various  other  im- 
provements, of  lefs  confequence,  had  been  made,  as  new  ideas  of  conve- 
nience and  utility  fuggefted  themfelves,  which,  altogether,  gave  the  place 
an  appearance  of  a little  dock-yard,  and  not  only  engroffed  the  attention, 
but  excited  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Nootkan  people. 

Our  abfence  from  the  Sound  had  been  only  one  month  and  twenty-five 
days;  and  in  this  time,  as  we  have  already  particularized,  a very  expe- 
ditious advance  had  been  made  in  the  veflel. — She  was,  as  may  be 
very  naturally  fuppofed,  an  objedt  of  great  curiofity  among  the  natives, 
who  could  never  be  perfuaded  that  fuch  a body  of  timber  would  find  a 
power  equal  to  the  removal  of  it  from  the  flocks  on  which  it  was  build- 
ing.—But  their  moft  inquifitive  attention  employed  itfelf  on  the  w?ork- 
fliop  of  the  fmitbs,  and  the  operation  of  the  forges.  Their  fimple  minds, 
in  a ftate  fo  diftant  from  the  knowledge  of  enlightened  nature  and  the 
cultivated  world,  beheld,  with  all  the  extravagance  of  infantine  delight, 
the  mechanic  {kill  of  our  artificers. — Nor  was  their  intereft  lefs  engaged 
than  their  curiofity,  in  attending  to  thofe  powers  which  fabricated  the 
variety  of  articles  that  added  fo  much  to  the  pride,  the  pleafure,  and 
the  convenience  of  their  lives. — Indeed  they  were  continually  making 
application  to  have  iron  forged  into  forms  of  ufe  or  ornament ; and 
fo  very  fickle  were  they  in  the  objects  of  their  fancy,  that  it  became  a mat- 
ter of  confiderable  trouble  to  fatisfy  their  varying  inclinations. — It  was 
therefore  determined  to  turn  this  changeful  difpofition  to  our  own  ad- 
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vantage,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  indulging  it ; in  confequence  of 
which  regulation,  the  daily  fupply  of  provifions  was  confiderably  aug- 
mented, and  fifh  and  fruit  were  brought  in  encreafing  abundance. 

The  27th,  being  Sunday,  the  crew  had  leave  to  amufe  themfelves  with 
a ramble  on  fhore.  The  weather  was  extremely  pleafant,— the  air  was 
genial, — and  everyone  wore  in  his  looks  the  fatisfa&ion  he  felt,  on  en- 
joying a ceffation  from  labour,  and  the  indulgence  of  eafe  and  fecurity. — 
Indeed  it  was  our  conflant  cuftom  to  pay  all  poffible  refpedl  to  the  fab- 
bath,  and  to  fulfill  its  defign,  whenever  it  was  in  our  power,  by  making 
it  a day  of  reft. 

The  natives  could  not,  at  firfl,  comprehend  why  all  our  occupations 
flood  flill  on  this  day  : — but  the  different  cloathing  of  the  men,  and, 
particularly,  the  clean  faces  of  the  fmiths  and  armourers,  awakened  their 
curiofity  fo  far  as  to  produce  an  enquiry  of  us  concerning  this  incompre- 
henfible  regulation. — The  manner  of  their  receiving  our  explanation, 
gave  us  fome  infight  into  their  religion,  which  will  be  the  fubjeft  of 
a future  page. 

On  the  28th,  we  refumed  our  work,  and  a large  party  was  fent  into 
the  woods  to  fell  timber,  for  the  purpofe  of  planking  the  veflel,  which 
was  a very  laborious  bufinefs,  as  there  were  large  logs  to  be  conveyed 
upwards  of  a mile,  through  a thick  forefl,  to  our  little  dock-yard. — The 
remainder  of  the  crew  were  employed,  either  in  making  cordage,  aflifling 
the  carpenters,  or  preparing  the  (hip  for  fea. 

It  was  now  determined  to  put  our  defign  in  execution  of  proceeding 
in  a few  days  to  Port  Cox,  to  pay  another  commercial  vifit  to  Wicananifh. 
It  was,  indeed,  our  original  intention  to  have  taken  that  place  in  our 
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way  back  from  Port  Effingham  ; but  the  accident  of  the  long-boat,  in 
the  Straits  of  de  Fuca,  and  our  impatience  to  return  to  our  friends  in  the 
Sound,  predominated  over  every  other  confideration.  But  as  we  were 
now  perfectly  Satisfied  as  to  the  fituation  and  progrefs  of  the  party  at 
Nootka,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  again  to  fea,  as  we  expedled  to  reap 
very  confiderable  advantages  from  the  numerous  hunters  of  Wicananiffi, 
who,  we  had  every  reafon  fuppofe,  would,  by  this  time,  have  accumu- 
lated a very  large  quantity  of  furs.  Nor  did  we  hefitate  to  believe,  that 
our  reception  from  that  chief  would  be  more  gracious,  as  it  was  now  in 
our  power  to  repleniffi  his  coffers  with  fuch  an  ineftimable  article  as 
a copper  tea-kettle.  But  this  defign  was  unfortunately  fruftrated  by  a 
very  dangerous  mutiny  again  breaking  out,  which  was  pregnant  with 
confequences  of  the  moft  alarming  nature. 

This  mutiny  was  headed  by  the  difgraced  boatfwain,  and  the  bed:  men 
in  the  (hip. — They  made  a defperate  attempt  to  feize  the  arms  and  put 
the  firft  officer  to  death,  who  was  left  to  take  care  of  the  ffiip ; as  every 
other  perfon  in  command  was  on  ffiore,  in  the  engagement  of  his  duty, 
or  for  the  purpofe  of  recreation.  The  time  which  was  chofen  for  this 
enterprize  was  well  imagined,  as  it  was  in  the  evening,  on  their  return 
from  the  woods,  and  when,  as  we  firft  obferved,  there  was  but  one 
officer  on  board.  - ^ 

Ever  fince  the  firft  fymptoms  of  mutiny  appeared  off  the  Philippines, 
the  arms  had  been  removed  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the  cabin  ; and 
this  precaution  faved  the  fhip  : for  the  officer  having  fortunately 
gained  the  cabin  before  the  mutineers,  he  placed  himfelf  at  the  door 
with  a loaded  blunderbufs,  and  kept  them  from  advancing,  while  he 
called  aloud  for  affiftance.  It  was  a fortunate  circumftance  that  moft  of 
the  officers  were  fitting  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  new  veffel,  which  was 
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not  more  than  an  hundred  yards  from  the  fhip.  We  therefore  inftantly 
heard  the  alarm  through  the  cabin-window,  and  did  not  delay  an  inftant 
in  getting  on  board  the  fhip. 

The  firft  ftep  we  took  was  to  arm  ourfelves  : — when,  being  thus  pre- 
pared, we  turned  the  crew  on  deck,  as  we  were  determined  to  face  the  bu- 
finefs  on  the  inftant.  We  well  knew  that  there  were  many  good  men  in 
the  fhip  ; and  we  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  feparate  them  from  the  reft, 
before  they  were  prevailed  on,  by  any  means,  to  join  in  the  plot.  The 
crew  being  now  all  on  deck,  it  inftantly  appeared  who  were  the 
ringleaders  in  the  buftnefs,  though  we  had  fome  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
the  mutiny  was  a matter  of  general  agreement.  We  then  informed 
them  that  it  was  our  determination  to  proceed  to  extremities ; and 
warned  fuch  as  were  difpofed  to  be  obedient,  to  feparate  themfelves 
from  the  reft: — When,  on  preferring  our  arms,  moft  of  the  crew 
came  over  to  us,  leaving  eight  turbulent  fellows,  headed  by  the  dif- 
carded  boatfwain,  who  remained  deaf  to  all  our  perfuafions  to  return  to 
their  duty.  — As  we  were  now  very  fuperior  in  numbers,  we  hoped  to 
fettle  the  matter  without  fhedding  a drop  of  blood  on  the  occafion.  We 
therefore  left  them  the  alternative,  either  to  go  into  irons,  or  be  turned 
on  fhore  among  the  favages.  They  preferred  the  latter, — and  were  im- 
diately  landed,  with  everything  that  individually  belonged  to  them. 

They  were  nofoonergone  than  good  order  and  difeipline  were  reftored. 
Inftruftions,  however,  were  fent  to  the  party  on  fhore,  not  to  permit  the 
mutinous  people  to  find  a fhelter  at  the  houfe,  or  to  be  admitted  to  any 
communication  with  them.  A ft  rift  watch  was  alfo  kept  on  board,  as 
we  were  not,  by  any  means,  without  our  doubts  concerning  the  dil'pofi- 
tions  of  the  reft  of  the  crew. 
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We  were  not  informed  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  plot  till  the  follow- 
ing day,  when  one  of  the  failors  came  and  gave  a voluntary  account  of  it. 
Almofl  all  the  crew  had  figned  a paper,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves 
to  join  in  getting  pofTeffion  of  the  flip,  when  they  were  immediately  to 
quit  the  coaft  of  America,  and  fleer  their  courfe  to  the  Sandwich  Hands; 
from  whence  they  propofed  to  make  the  befl  of  their  way  to  fome  port 
where  they  might  difpofe  of  their  valuable  cargo. — As  they  had 
taken  care  to  deflroy  the  writing,  we  could  not  difcover  what  their  in- 
tentions were  with  refpeft  to  the  officers,  — but  the  befl  treatment 
they  could  have  expected,  would  have  been  to  be  left  at  Nootka.  Every 
individual  of  the  crew,  remaining  on  board,  was  eager  to  exculpate  him- 
felf ; and  they  all  joined  in  declaring,  that  the  menaces  of  the  ringleaders 
alone  wrung  from  them  a temporary  confent  to  join  in  the  mutiny; 
and  the  fear  of  being  inflantly  murdered,  was  the  only  caufe  of  preventing 
them  from  giving  notice  of  the  plot  to  the  officers  of  the  fhip. 

Had  we  been  acquainted  with  thefe  circumflances  on  the  preceding 
evening,  in  all  probability  it  would  not  have  paffed  without  bloodfhed  ; 
but  our  ignorance  of  them  fortunately  preferved  us  from  fuch  a cataflrophe. 
The  ringleaders  were  nowvatleafl,  removed  from  any  opportunity  of  doing 
mifehief,  by  being  clear  of  the  fhip  ; for,  befides  the  attention  they 
would  have  required,  had  they  been  kept  in  irons, — we  could  not,  even 
in  fuch  a fituation,  have  prevented  their  communication  with  the  other 
feamen  ; which  might  have  been  employed  in  creating  difeontents,  if  not 
in  endeavouring  to  form  new  plans  for  effedling  their  atrocious  purpofes. 
We  determined  therefore  that  they  fhould  remain  on  fhore,  at  leafl  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Iphigenia. 
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Conduit  oj  the  Party  on  Shore  refpe  Cling  the  Mutiny. — Promife  made  to  the  Crew 
to  go  to  the  Sandwich  IJlands. — Occupation  of  the  Ship's  Company. — ‘The 
Mutineers  go  to  live  with  Maquilla  and  Callicum.  — They  are  Jlripped  of  their 
Cloaths , and  made  to  work. — Princefs  Royal  fcen  in  the  Offing. — Prepare  for 
Sea. — fuit  King  George's  Sound  a fecond  Time. — Prefents  made  to  Maquilla 
and  Callicum. — Thofe  Chiefs  prepare  for  War.—Artns  lent  to  them. — Strength 
of  Maquilla' s Forces. — He  departs  on  his  Expedition  to  the  Northward. — 
Infractions  given  to  the  Party  on  Shore. 

THIS  difturbance  on  board  the  fhip  occafioned,  at  firft,  no  little  un- 
eafinefs  as  to  the  influence  it  might  have  on  the  remaining  part  of 
our  voyage;  but  we  were  not  only  confoled,  but  encouraged  in  favourable 
expectations,  by  the  conduCt  of  the  party  on  fliore,  who  not  only  declared 
their  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  the  mutinous  defigns,  in  the  moft 
forcible  terms,  but  took  every  method  which  their  underftandings  could 
fuggeft,  to  fatisfy  us  of  their  obedient  difpofition  and  fenfe  of  duty. — 
They  renewed  their  aflurances  of  fidelity  to  U3  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner, and  we  did  not  withhold  the  confidence  we  believed  them  to  deferve. 

Th  is  mutiny  furprifed  us  the  more,  as  no  relaxation  of  duty  had  taken 
place  fince  our  departure  from  China.  The  crew  had  been  kept  ftriCHy 
to  the  various  occupations  which  our  circumftances  required,  but  with- 
out that  rigour  which  begets  difcontent ; and  they  moft  certainly  did 
not  enjoy  the  leifure  which  idlenefs  fo  often  appropriates  to  mifchief.  As 
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to  the  folly  of  their  defign,  that  is  not  a matter  which  will  juftify  a mo- 
ment’s wonder.  It  is  very  fortunate  for  mankind  that  wickednefs  fo 
often  wants  judgment : in  this  cafe,  the  defign  of  running  away  with 
the  fhip  arofe  from  little  more  than  the  impatience  of  their  paffions  to 
get  to  the  Sandwich  Ifiands,  which  we  had  declared  to  be  a part  of  our 
voyage,  and  where  they  longed  to  folace  themfelves  in  the  enjoyments  af- 
forded by  thofe  voluptuous  abodes. — As  to  any  fubfequent  arrangements, 
they  had  probably  left  them,  with  all  the  improvidence  of  a failor’s 
character,  to  the  chance  of  future  determination. 

Indeed, — nor  was  it  unnatural, — the  obedient  as  well  as  diforderly 
part  of  the  crew,  looked  with  fome  degree  of  impatience  to  a period 
when  they  (hould  change  the  defart  fhores  of  Nootka,  and  the  nau- 
feating  cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants,  for  the  genial  climate,  the  luxurious 
abundance,  and  the  gratifying^  pleafures  of  the  Sandwich  Ifiands.  Nor 
was  our  departure  from  St.  George’s  Sound  lefs  anxioufly  defired  by  many 
of  the  crew,  from  the  reflection  that  cannibals  inhabited  its  fhores, — and 
that  the  fate  which  had  befallen  their  countrymen  at  Queen  hit  her  might,, 
from  fome  untoward  caufe  or  other,  happen  to  them.  Indeed,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  the  idea  of  being  eaten  by  the  Americans  abfolutely 
haunted  the  imaginations  and  preyed  upon  the  fpirits  of  many  of  our 
people. — We  therefore  thought  proper  to  renew  our  promifes  of  going 
to  the  Sandwich  Ifiands,  and  the  eyes  of  every  one  fparkled  at  the 
thought. 

The  diminution  of  our  fhip’s  company,  from  the  prefs  of  employ- 
ment on  fhore,  and  feparation  of  the  mutinous  feamen,  prevented  us 
from  leaving  King  George’s  Sound,  to  make  another  voyage  to  Port 
Cox,  as  we  had  intended.  The  fails  were  therefore  unbent,  the  running- 
rigging  unreefed,  and  we  prepared  to  give  the  carpenters  every  affift- 
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1788.  ance  in  our  power  towards  finifhing  the  veflfel  on  the  flocks.  For  this 

ju ly,  purpofe,  additional  faw-pits  were  dug,  and  men  Tent  to  be  employed  in 

them  ; new  fupplies  of  timber  were  alfo  brought  from  the  woods,  and 
an  additional  party  was  fpared  from  the  fhip  to  affift  in  making  cordage, 
and  the  other  occupations  of  our  little  dock-yard.  At  the  lame  time, 
the  neceflary  ftores  were  landed  for  the  ufe  of  the  houfe  ; and  as  the 
fmiths  had  exhaufted  themfelves  of  iron,  their  workfhop  was  replenifhed 
with  a conliderable  quantity  of  that  eflential  article. 

Though  at  our  departure  from  China  we  pofTefled  plenty  of  flores 
of  every  kind,  their  confumption  had  been  fo  great  in  the  various 
fervices  which  demanded  them,  that  we  were,  at  length,  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  reforting  to  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  the  exertions  of 
our  own  ingenuity,  to  fupp'ly  their  decreafing  or  exhaufted  ftate.  AW  our 
fea-coal  being  expended,  we  made  charcoal  with  great  facility,  which 
the  fmiths  preferred  to  the  other.  The  turpentine,  wdiich  we  got  from 
trees  in  great  abundance,  was  found  to  be  of  great  fervice  in  paying  the 
planks,  to  keep  them  from  rending  ; and,  when  mixed  with  oil,  of  which 
we  could  procure  any  quantity,  it  proved  a veryufeful  fuccedaneum  for 
tar. — The  red  ochre  which  the  natives  employed  to  paint  their  faces,  we 
purchafed  from  them: — In  fhort,  there  were  very  few,  if  any  articles, 
to  be  procured  at  Nootka,  which  we  did  not  contrive  to  turn  to  very 
good  account,  and  which  we  purpofely  purchafed,  to  preferve  the  com- 
munication of  good  offices  between  us  and  the  people,  and  to  keep  alive 
their  activity  to  ferve  us. 

Neceffity,  that  mother  of  invention,  taught  11s,  in  this  remote  corner 
of  the  globe,  to  look  for  aid  to  thofe  fources  on  which  we  did  not 
deign  to  caft  an  eye,  while  we  pofTefled  a ftore  of  fuch  materials  as 
flow  from  the  fuperior  knowledge  of  cultivated  fociety  : while  perfe- 
verance,  that  all-fubduing  principle  of  human  adlion,  produced  for  us, 
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on  the  unfrequented  fhores  of  America,  fomewhat  of  the  conveniencies, 
and  a fuccefsful  imitation  of  thofe  arts  which  may  be  confidered  as  the 
natural  growth  of  Europe. 

The  mutinous  feamen  immediately  built  themfelves  a large  hut,  in 
which  they  refided,  beneath  whofe  leafy  roof  they  had  full  leifure  to  con- 
template on  their  paft  villainy  ; and,  as  their  different  characters  might 
operate,  to  curfe  the  ill-fortune  that  befel,  or  lament  the  wicked 
fpirit  that  milled  them.  They,  indeed,  fuffered  feverely  for  their  difo- 
bedient  conduct,  and  feemed  to  caft  a wifhful  eye  to  the  floating  habita- 
tion from  which  they  were  banifhed  ; for  all  communication  was  now 
{hut  up  between  them  and  the  houfe,  as  well  as  the  {hip  ; — but  we  well 
knew  that  a very  little  portion  of  induftry  would  be  fufficient  to  fupply 
them  with  fifh  ; and  to  enable  them  to  gain  a fupport  from  the  fea, 
we  purchafed  a canoe,  and  fent  it  to  them,  as  the  laft  favour  or  attention 
they  were  to  expeCt  from  us. 

On  the  day  after  the  mutiny  had  appeared,  Maquilla  and  Callicum 
came  on  board,  to  prove  their  friendffiip,  by  offering  fuch  fervices  as  the 
peculiar  exigency  of  our  fituation  might  require.  Till  this  circumffance 
led  us  to  explain  the  real  condition  of  our  feamen,  the  chiefs  had  confi- 
dered them  in  the  light  of  {laves  ; and  had  already  complimented  us, 
with  fome  mixture  of  furprife,  on  the  extraordinary  mildnefs  of  our 
conduCt  towards  the  crime  of  rebellion  in  a people  of  their  fuppofed  con- 
dition. Nay  Maquilla,  from  an  apparent  horror  of  the  offence,  and  a 
forward  zeal  for  our  fecurity,  had  taken  fome  of  the  officers  afide,  and 
ferioufly  asked  permiffion  to  colled  fome  of  his  people,  and  put  the 
mutineers  to  inftant  death.  The  re  quell,  as  may  be  fuppoled,  was  not 
only  refufed,  but  treated  with  the  flrongefl  marks  of  difpleafure;  and  fo 
well  difpofed  was  Maquilla  to  put  his  projeCt  in  execution,  that  we  were 
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obliged  to  accompany  our  refufal  with  repeated  figns  of  abhorrence,  in 
order  to  prevent  it.  Callicum,  however,  adted  in  the  bufinefs  with  more 
prudence  and  underftanding : — He  wifhed  to  affiff  in  punching  the  of- 
fenders by  a mode  that  he  knew  could  not  be  difagreeable,  and  would  be 
fufficiently  mortifying  to  them.  When,  therefore,  he  underftood  that 
thefe  unhappy  people  were  banifhed  from  the  fhip,  he  requefted  our  per- 
miffion  to  receive  them  into  his  houfe  ; and  as  we  were  well  affined 
that  the  beft  hofpitality  even  of  a Nootkan  chief,  would  be  a very  fevere 
punifhment  to  a Britifh  bailor, — we  readily  confented  to  bis  propofition, 
on  his  affuring  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  new  guefts  fhould  be 
fecure  from  any  perfonal  injury  whatever. 

This  bufinefs  being  arranged,  we  left  the  difcarded  people  to  their  new 
guardians,  and  turned  our  thoughts  to  matters  of  more  immediate  im- 
portance. On  the  following  day,  to  our  great  furprife,  and  as  we 
are  ready  to  acknowledge,  to  our  no  little  fatisfadlion,  we  faw  our  fturdy 
and  refolute  mutineers  employed  in  fetching  water,  and  other  menial 
fervices,  in  the  execution  of  which,  flaves  alone  are  employed  at  Nootka. 
Nor  were  they  buffered  to  quit  the  houfe  of  Callicum  on  any  occafion 
whatever,  without  being  attended  by  natives  of  the  lowefi:  condition,  to 
whofe  care  and  command  they  were  entrufted.  This  compulfory  la- 
bour muff  have  been  a very  mortifying  circumfhunce  to  them  ; as,  rather 
than  employ  the  canoe  we  had  given  them  to  get  fifh  for  themfelves, 
they  had  been  fo  lazy  as  to  part  with  fome  of  their  cloathing  to  pur- 
chafe  that  article  from  the  natives.  The  chiefs,  however,  boon  took 
care  to  fecure  their  cloaths  to  themfelves  ; and,  without  being  guilty  of 
injuftice  to  our  friends,  we  are  obliged  to  attribute  their  feveral  propofals 
concerning  the  offenders,  though  we  did  not  at  firft  fufpedt  their  motives, 
to  the  defire  of  getting  poffeflion  of  the  feveral  garments  that  covered 
them.  That  objedt  was  eafily  obtained  ; and  when  thefe  unhappy  men 
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had  given  up  their  all,  they  were  forced  to  go  to  fea,  to  affiH  in  pro- 
curing filh, — not  for  themfelves,  but  for  the  families  of  their  new 
mailers. 

W e continued  our  various  operations  with  the  moll  indefatigable  in- 
duftry  and  attention,  and  nothing  material  happened  till  the  6th  of 
-Auguft ; when,  about  noon,  a fail  was  feen  in  the  offing,  which  we  knew 
to  be  the  Princefs  Royal.  She  appeared,  at  firll,  as  if  Handing  in  for 
the  Sound,  but  the  weather  becoming  foon  after  thick  and  hazy,  we  loft 
fight  of  her  On  the  arrival  of  this  vtffel  on  the  coall,  we  determined 
immediately  to  prepare  for  fea,  as  the  prefence  of  this  Ihip  would  be  an 
additional  fecurity  to  our  party  ; and,  notwithflanding  the  diminifhed 
Hate  of  our  crew,  we  were  now  refolved  to  venture  to  Port  Cox,  topofiefs 
ourfelves  of  the  furs  which,  we  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  mufl 
have  been  collected  for  us  by  Wicananilh  : a plan  which  would  have  been 
already  executed,  if  we  had  not  been  impeded  by  the  mutinous  condudl 
of  our  crew. 

On  the  7th,  the  Princefs  Royal  again  appeared  in  the  offing,  and 
was  again  obfcured  from  our  view,  by  the  return  of  thick,  miHy 
weather. 

On  the  8th,  we  were  ready  for  fea, — and  as  we  faw  nothing  of  the 
Princefs  Royal,  we  became  very  apprehenlive  that  fhe  might  reach 
the  ffiores  of  Wicananilh  before  us,  and  be  able  to  tempt  that  chief, 
by  various  articles  of  novelty  on  board  her,  to  intrude  upon  the  treaty 
he  had  made  with  us.  We,  therefore,  did  not  delay  a moment  to 
fail  from  the  Sound,  with  a gentle  breeze  of  wind  from  the  Weft- 
ward,  and  proceeded  to  Port  Cox. 
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jygg.  Previous  to  our  departure,  we  confirmed  our  friendfhip  with  Ma- 
Aucust.  quilla  and  Callicum,  with  the  ufual  interchange  of  prefents.  Thefe 
chiefs  had  been  for  fome  time  preparing  for  an  hoftile  expedition 
againft  an  enemy  at  a confiderable  diftance  to  the  Northward,  and  were 
now  on  the  point  of  fetting  forward.  Some  of  the  nations  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Northern  Archipelago,  had,  it  feems,  invaded  a vil- 
lage about  twenty  leagues  to  the  Northward  of  King  George’s  Sound, 
under  the  jurifdiCtion,  and  which  had  been  left  to  the  particular  go- 
vernment of  his  grandmother. 

At  this  place  the  enemy  had  done  confiderable  mifchief, — murdering 
fome  of  the  people,  and  carrying  others  into  captivity.  On  the  arrival 
of  a meflenger  at  Nootka  with  the  news  of  thefe  hoftilities,  the  inha- 
bitants became  inftantly  inflamed  with  a moil  aCtive  impatience  for 
revenge  ; and  nothing  was  thought  of  amongfl  them,  but  the  means 
of  gratifying  it. 

We  embraced  this  opprotunity  of  binding  the  chiefs,  if  poflible, 
unalterably  to  us,  by  furnifhing  them  with  fome  fire-arms  and  am- 
munition, which  would  give  them  a very  decided  advantage  over 
their  enemies.  Indeed  we  felt  it  to  be  our  intereft  that  they  fliould 
not  be  diflurbed  and  interrupted  by  diflant  wars  ; and  that,  if  lie- 
cefiity  fliould  compel  them  to  battle,  that  they  fliould  return  vic- 
torious. This  unexpected  acquifition  of  force  animated  them  with 
new  vigour ; for  they  had  already  confefled  that  they  were  going 
to  attack  an  enemy  who  was  more  powerful,  numerous  and  favage  than 
themfelves. 

We  attempted  to  inftill  into  their  minds  the  humanity  of  war, — 
and  they  had  actually  promifed  to  punifh  the  enemies  they  fliould 

take 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA, 

take  in  battle  with  captivity,  and  not,  as  had  been  their  general  prac- 
tice, with  death.  But  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  doCtrines  of 
our  humane  policy  would  be  remembered  by  a favage  nation  burn- 
ing with  revenge,  in  the  moment  of  battle  ; and  we  are  forry  to  add, 
that  this  expedition  ended  in  a moft  fhocking  feene  of  blood  and 
maflfacre. 

The  power  that  Maquilla  carried  with  him  on  this  occafion,  was  op 
a formidable  nature.  His  war  canoes  contained  each  thirty  young, 
athletic  men,  and  there  were  twenty  of  thefe  veflels,  which  had  been 
drawn  from  the  different  villages  under  the  fubjeCtion  of  Maquilla. — 
Comekela  had  the  command  of  two  boats: — They  moved  off  from  the 
fhore  in  folemn  order,  finging  their  fong  of  war.  The  chiefs  were 
cloathed  in  fea-otter  Ikins ; and  the  whole  army  had  their  faces  and 
bodies  painted  with  red  ochre,  and  fprinkled  with  a fhining  land,  which, 
particularly  when  the  fun  fhone  on  them,  produced  a fierce  and  terrible 
appearance.  While  the  women  encouraged  the  warriors,  in  the  patriotic 
language  of  the  Spartan  dames, — to  return  victorious,  or  to  return  no 
more. 

The  battles,  or  rather  the  attacks  of  thefe  favage  tribes,  are  we  believe 
inconceivably  furious,  and  attended  with  the  moft  fhocking  actions  of 
barbarous  ferocity.  They  do  not  carry  on  hoftilities  by  regular  conflicts; 
but  their  revenge  is  gratified,  their  fanguinary  appetites  quenched,  or 
their  laurels  obtained  by  the  operations  of  fudden-  enterprize  and  aCtive 
Aratagem. 

The  inAruCtions  we  left  with  our  party  on  fliore  were  fuch  as  the 
circumAances  of  the  cafe  required.  They  were  requeAed  to  maintain, 
and  if  poflible  to  augment  their  former  vigilance  ; particularly  if  any 
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Grangers  fhould  arrive  in  the  Sound.  And  if  it  fhould  happen  that 
our  friends  were  vanquifhed,  and  purfued  to  Nootka,  that  they  fhould 
take  a decided  and  active  part  in  their  fupport.  They  were  alfo  de- 
fired  not  to  let  their  humanity  operate  to  the  renewal  of  any  com- 
munication with  the  banifhed  feamen, — but  to  leave  them  to  the 
lamented  hardfhips  of  their  condition,  and  the  painful  flruggles  of  their 
repentance. 
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Set  fail  for  Port  Cox. — Meet  the  Princefs  Royal. — Reciprocal  good  Offices.— 
Anchor  in  Port  Cox. — Princefs  Royal  anchors  in  Port  Hanna . — Wicananif) 
removed  to  Clioquatt.—  Pong-boat  fent  there  at  two  different  Times,  with 
Prcfents , &c. — Defcripiion  of  Clioquatt. — Occupations  of  the  Natives .— 
Brijk  Trade  with  them. — The  Pong-boat  fent  a third  Time  to  JVicananff , 
on  taking  leave. — Meffiage  from  that  Chief  who  afterwards  arrives  on 
hoard. — His  Son  propofes  to  embark  with  us , which  we  decline. — Put  to 
Sea , and  Anchor  again  in  King  George's  Sound.  — The  Arrival  of  the  Iphi- 
genia.— Tianna's  affectionate  Behaviour , &c. — Arrival  of  Maquilla  and 
Calli cum,  and  an  Account  of  their  Expedition. — Tianna's  Abhorrence  of 
American  Manners . — People  of  America , Cannibals . — The  Inhabitants  of 
the  Sandwich  lflands  ref  cued  from  that  Afperfon . 

'T~C7E  had  but  juft  cleared  the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  when  a thick  fog 
» ▼ arofe,  which  obliged  us  to  heave  to. — In  the  evening,  however, 
it  cleared  away,  when  we  faw  the  Princefs  Royal  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  us,  to  the  windward  ; and,  on  perceiving  us,  fhe  fired  a gun  to 
leeward  and  hoifted  her  enfign.  We  returned  the  fignal,  and  fhe  imme- 
diately bore  up  and  fpoke  to  us. 

I inftantly  ordered  out  the  boat,  and  went  on  board  the  Princefs 
Royal.  I had  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  Captain  Duncan,  who  com- 
manded 
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manded  her  ; — but  I had  received  full  information  in  China  of  the  ob- 
ject and  extent  of  her  voyage  ; and  I now  felt  the  moil  anxious  defire  to 
offer  any  fervice  to  him  and  his  little  crew  which  he  might  want,  or  it 
might  be  in  my  power  to  afford. — Far  from  feeling  the  molt  diftant  im- 
pulfe  of  any  miferable  confideration,  arifing  from  a competition  of  in- 
terefls,  I profefs  myfelf  to  have  been  animated  by  no  other  defires  but  thofe 
which  arofe  from  my  duty,  as  a man  and  an  Englifhman.  The  Princefs 
Royal  was  not  quite  fifty  tons  burthen,  and  manned  by  fifteen  men  ; and 
when  it  is  known  that  file  had  doubled  Cape  Horn,  and  navigated  the  great 
Northern  and  Southern  Pacific  Oceans,  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  dif- 
treffes  her  people  muft  have  buffered,  as  well  as  of  the  ability  and  inde- 
fatigable fpirit  of  the  commander.  Indeed  there  is  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  this  little  veffel  accomplifhed  more  for  the  benefit  of  her 
owners,  than  any  fhip  that  ever  failed  to  the  North  Weftern  Coafl:  of 
America, 

Captain  Duncan  received  me,  with  the  whole  of  his  crew,  upon 
deck, — whom  I could  not  but  regard,  as  he  conduced  me  to  his  cabin, 
with  an  eye  of  applaufive  aflonifhment.  The  firft  queff ion  which  Captain 
D uncan  afked  me  was,  concerning  the  fate  of  the  fhip  Nootka,  about 
which  he  ex  prefled  an  extreme  anxiety.  He  had  heard  of  the  various 
misfortunes  that  had  befell  her,  and  was  exprefling  his  doubts  as  to  the 
poflibility  of  her  reaching  China, — when  I at  once  calmed  his  friendly 
apprehenfions,  by  afluring  him  I myfelf  commanded  the  Nootka  in  that 
diftrefsful  voyage  which  had  excited  his  compaflion  ; and  that  he  beheld 
me  engaged,  at  this  moment,  in  an  amicable  conteft  with  him  for  the 
favours  of  fortune.  His  aflonifhment  almoft  fuperfeded  his  belief  on  the 
occafion  ; and,  knowing  what  I had  buffered  in  my  former  voyage,  he 
could  fcarce  conceive  it  to  be  within  the  reach  of  poflibility,  that  I fhould 
be  already  re-embarked  in  an  adventure  on  the  American  Coafl. 
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The  Princefs  Royal  had  been  out  near  twenty  months  from  England, 
and  was  in  want  of  many  articles,  without  which  it  is  aflonifhing  fhe 
could  have  continued  her  voyage. — Though  haraffed  with  fatiguing  duty, 
and  in  a climate  and  feafon  where  the  feverity  of  the  weather  required 
the  aid  of  invigorating  cordials,  their  flock  of  liquors  had  long  been  ex- 
haufled.  We  were  extremely  happy  in  being  able  to  fupply  them  with 
a fmall  quantity  : when  Captain  Duncan,  in  return,  made  us  an  unre- 
ferved  offer  of  any  thing  his  little  veffel  afforded 

Deflined  as  we  were  to  be  employed  on  a remote  and  unfrequented 
coafl,  and  liable  to  all  the  hardfhips  and  inclemencies  of  fuch  a fituation, 
we  felt  an  equal  fympathy  for  our  common  allotment,  and  a mutual  in- 
clination to  relieve,  as  far  our  power  extended,  the  mutual  inconve- 
niencies  of  it. 

We  now  feparated,  when  the  Princefs  Royal  purfued  her  courfe  to 
the  South  South  Eafl,  and  we  continued  along  fhore.— -She  had  nearly- 
brought  her  voyage  to  a conclufion,  and  was  proceeding  to  the  Sand- 
wich I {lands,  to  take  in  refrefhments,  in  order  to  return  to  China  with 
her  valuable  cargoe  of  furs. 

About  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  the  wind  veered  to  the  Eafl  by  South, 
which  was  immediately  againfl  us,  and  obliged  us  to  tack  and  frand  to 
fea. 

* On  enquiring  of  Captain  Duncan  concerning  his  diftreffed  condition,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  met  Captain  Dixon,  in  the  Queen  Charlotte  ; and  though  that  fhip  was  on  her  return 
to  China,  and  abundantly  flocked  with  every  thing  ; and  even  though  fine  belonged  to 
the  fame  owners  with  the  Princefs  Royal,  the  provident  commander  thought  it  much  better 
to  carry  all  his  {lores  back  to  China,  than  to  fpare  any  of  them  to  the  latter  veil'd,  though 
they  would  have  been  fo  great  an  alleviation  to  the  hardlhips  of  her  voyage. 
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It  was  the  morning  of  the  10th  before  we  got  down  a-breaft  of  Port 
Cox,  when  we  found  the  Princefs  Royal  had  a few  hours  before  arrived 
in  a fmall  bar  harbour,  where  our  friend  Hanna,  the  chief,  refided. — 
Captain  Duncan  fent  his  boat  off  to  us,  as  we  paflTed,  to  know  if  he 
fhould  pilot  us  into  the  harbour  ; but  as  our  intention  was  to  enter  Port 
Cox,  we  contented  ourfelves  with  thanking  him  for  his  kind  attentions. 
His  boat,  however,  accompanied  us  till  we  anchored  in  the  inner  port, 
about  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  fhe  quitted  us  to  return  to  her 
fhip  ; palling  through  the  channels  between  the  iflands  and  the  main, 
the  diftance  being  about  fifteen  miles. 

The  late  Eafterly  winds  had  obliged  the  Princefs  Royal  to  fhelter  her- 
felf  here,  as  well  as  to  procure  fome  wood  and  water,  previous  to  her 
quitting  the  American  coafl. 

On  our  arrival  in  Port  Cox,  we  found  that  Wicananifh  had  already  re- 
moved to  his  winter  quarters,  which  were  up  the  harbour,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance of  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  from  the  fhip. 

On  the  nth,  the  long-boat  was  difpatched  to  the  chief,  with  pre- 
fents ; and  in  the  evening  fhe  returned,  having  met  him  at  a fmall  fum- 
mer  village,  which  was  fitunted  about  twenty  miles  from  the  fhip.  He 
received  the  party  with  every  mark  of  the  moft  diftinguifhing  regard  ; and, 
in  return  for  our  prefent,  fent  on  board  forty  otter  fkins,  of  the  moft 
valuable  ipecies  ; and  was  pleafed  to  make  known  his  further  wifh,  that 
the  boat  might  be  hereafter  fent  to  his  winter’s  refidence,  whither  he  was 
then  going. 

On  the  1 2th,  though  the  weather  was  but  indifferent,  the  long-boat 
was  neverthelefs  difpatched  to  Wicananifh  with  a variety  of  articles  for 
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trade,  and  fome  flattering  prefents,  amongft  which  the  copper  tea-kettle 
which  had  already  been  mentioned  to  him,  was  not  forgotten,  and  whofe 
arrival  was  eagerly  expected  by  the  whole  family  of  the  chief. 

The  long-boat  did  not  return  till  the  14th,  when  the  officer  gave  us 
the  following  account  of  his  little  voyage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  he  arrived  at  Clioquatt,  the  winter  refi- 
deuce  of  Wicananilh,  which  confifted,  like  the  other  towns,  of  fuch  houfes 
as  we  have  already  defcribed,  but  more  commodioufly  conftrudted,  poflef- 
flng  a greater  fhare  of  their  rude  magnificence  than  any  which  we  had 
yet  feen. — It  was  very  large  and  populous  ; and  the  dwelling  of  the  chief 
much  more  capacious  than  that  which  he  occupied  in  the  village  near  the 
fea,  when  we  firft  vifited  his  territories.  The  inhabitants  were,  at  this 
time,  bufily  employed  in  packing  up  filh  in  mats, — fecuring  the  roes  of 
them  in  bladders,— cutting  whales  into  dices,  and  melting  down  blubber 
into  oil,  which  they  poured  into  feal-fkins. — All  this  mighty  preparation 
was  the  provident  fpirit  of  catering  for  the  winter: — and  tire  incredible 
quantities  of  thefe  various  provifions  which  our  people  faw  colledted,  pro- 
mifed,  at  lead:,  that  famine  would  not  be  an  evil  of  the  approaching  feafon. 

On  thefe  ffiores  the  winter  is  the  happy  portion  of  the  year  which  is  ap- 
propriated to  luxury  and  eafe  ; nor  are  they  then  ever  aroufed  into  adtion, 
but  to  take  fome  of  thofe  enormous  whales,  which,  at  that  feafon,  frequent 
their  Teas,  in  order  to  feafl:  any  of  the  neighbouring  chiefs  who  may  come 
to  vifit  them, 

Wicananilh  received  all  our  prefents  with  expreffions  of  extreme  fatis» 
faction  ; but  the  kettle  was  honoured  with  his  peculiar  attention,  and 
borne  away  by  him  with  an  air  of  triumph,  to  be  placed  among  his 
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treafures;  and  with  repeated  declarations,  that  no  confederation  whatever 
fhould  again  induce  him  to  yield  up  fuch  a valuable  depofit.  Twelve  brafs- 
hilted  fwords  compofed  a part  of  our  offering,  which  were  favoured  with 
the  mod  grateful  admiration  ; and  a great  variety  of  articles  had  been  pur- 
pofely  manufactured  to  fuit  the  fancy  of  the  women,  who  vied  with  each 
other  in  their  cordial  attentions  to  our  people.  A more  brifk  trade  was 
then  carried  on  with  the  inhabitants  than  we  had  hitherto  experienced  ; 
a confiderable  quantity  of  furs  were  obtained,  and  the  boat  returned  well 
freighted  with  the  produce  of  the  voyage,  and  her  people  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  their  reception  from  Wicananifh. 

Though  we  had  every  reafon  to  be  contented  with  our  commercial 
fuccefs,  we  determined  to  fend  another  embafly,  which,  if  it  did  not 
produce  any  immediate  advantage,  might  leave  thofe  impreffions  that 
would  edablifh  a rooted  in tered  in  our  favour  with  the  chief  and  hispeopleo 
The  long-boat  was  therefore,  on  the  1 8 th,  difpatched  to  the  town,  to 
take  our  farewell  meffage,  and,  which  was  of  more  confequence,  our  fare- 
wel  prefent  to  Wicananifh.  Indeed  we  propofed,  on  this  occafion,  to 
prove  the  difinteredednefs  of  our  friendfhip,  by  feleCting  fuch  a variety  of 
articles  as  would  fuit  even  the  mod:  varying  fancy  of  this  fickle  people. — 
To  thefe  were  alfo  added  feveral  coats,  profufely  trimmed  with  buttons, 
and  the  head  of  a large  copper  dill.  This  fumptuous  prefent  was  ordered 
to  be  made  on  our  part  with  a drift  prohibition  not  to  receive  any  thing 
in  return. 

The  boat  returned  on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  having  punctually 
executed  our  orders  ; and  having  brought  a meflage  from  the  chief,  that 
he  propofed  to  vifit  the  fhip  the  next  day  ; and  therefore  deli  red  us  to  de- 
fer our  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  him. 


On 
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Gn  the  20th,  we  were  accordingly  vifited  by  Wicananifh,  attended  by 
his  brother,  his  two  Tons,  three  of  his  wives,  and  a great  number  of 
people  from  the  town,  who  attended  their  chief,  in  order  to  gain 
another  opportunity  of  trading  with  us ; and  no  fmall  quantity  of  furs 
were,  at  this  time,  procured  from  them.  The  chief,  however,  prefented 
us  with  feveral  fea  otter  (kins  of  the  mold  valuable  kind  ; and,  though 
there  was  every  reafon  to  believe  that  he  intended  to  rival  us  in  generofity, 
by  refilling  to  receive  any  return,  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  fend  back  a 
couple  of  mulkets  and  a quantity  of  ammunition  ; which  were  too  tempt- 
ing to  be  redded  by  the  delicacy  of  his  fentiments,  and  might  prove  too 
ufeful  in  defending  himfelf  againd  his  powerful  neighbour,  Tatootche, 
not  to  be  received  with  the  mod  grateful  fatisfadtion.  He  enquired,  in 
the  mod  affectionate  manner,  how  many  moons  would  pafs  away  before 
our  return  ; and  folicited  us,  in  the  dronged  manner,  to  prefer  his  port 
and  harbour  to  every  other. 

One  of  his  fons,  a young  man  of  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  expref- 
fcd  a very  earned  defire  to  depart  with  us ; but  this  offer  we  thought  it 
prudent  to  decline,  from  a recollection  of  the  anxiety  we  had  differed  on  a 
former  occafion,  by  receiving  even  the  amiable  Tianna  to  our  care  and  pro* 
teCtion.  This  youth  was  the  mod  pleafing,  in  his  figure  and  appearance, 
of  any  perfon  we  had  feen  on  the  American  coad.  He  not  only  appeared 
to  be  very  quick  and  fagacious,  but  to  pofiefs  an  amiable  and  docile  dif- 
pofition  ; and  we  do  not  doubt,  had  he  vifited  China,  but  that  he  would 
have  returned  with  far  different  qualifications  than  Comekela,  to  improve 
and  adorn  his  country. 

Wicananifh  and  his  people  left  us  with  every  token  of  fincere  regret, 
and  repeated  entreaties  that  we  would  foon  return.  Having  bid  thefe 
generous  people  farewell,  we  put  to  fea  in  the  evening  of  the  20th  ; and, 
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1788.  without  any  material  occurrence,  anchored  fafe  on  the  24th,  in  our  old 
August,  ftuation  in  King  George’s  Sound.  Our  abfence  had  now  occupied  fo 
ftiort  a fpace  of  time,  that  we  felt  nothing  of  that  anxiety  for  our  party 
at  Nootka  which  we  had  experienced  on  our  former  feparation.  We 
found  them  all  well,  and  the  veffel  confiderably  advanced.  The  carpen- 
ters had  nearly  planked  her  up,  and  her  litaation  was  fuch,  that  we  pro- 
pofed  launching  her  on  the  20th  of  September. 

The  exiled  crew  remained  in  the  fame  unpleafant  f tuation  in  which 
we  had  left  them.  Grief,,  pain  and  remorfe  had,  we  believe,  been  their 
conflant  companions,  fince  they  were  banilhed  from  the  fhip  at  leaf: 
their  appearance  was  fuch  as  to  juftify  us  in  forming  fuch  an  opinion: 
and  when  the  Felice  entered  Friendly  Cove,  we  obferved,  as  they  viewed 
her  from  the  beach,  that  the  fight  of  her  feemed,  in  fome  degree,  to  en- 
liven their  dejedted  countenances. 

✓ - c 

The  time  now  approached  when  we  had  every  reafon  to  expedt  the 
Iphigenia,  according  to  the  inftrudtions  given  her  at  our  feparation. — 
We  began  to  feel  that  anxiety  for  her  fate,  which  we,  who  knew  the 
dangers  fhe  had  to  encounter,  muff  naturally  feel,  when  day  after  day 
paffed  on,  and  we  faw  no  appearance  of  her.  Our  anxious  eyes  were 
continually  wandering  over  the  fea  that  wafhed  the  American  Coaft,  in 
fearch  of  thofe  fails  which  might  mark  the  approach  of  our  friends  ; 
but  for  fome  time  nothing  was  feen  but  a vaft  expanfe  of  water,  unenli- 
vened by  any  objedt  but,  now  and  then,  the  folitary  canoe  of  a Nootka 
fifherman.  Thus  alternately  governed  by  hope  and  fear,  by  the  expec- 
tation of  foon  feeing  our  companions  again,  and  the  apprehenfions  of 
never  feeing  them  more,  we  paffed  the  bufy  part  of  our  time  ; and,  when 
our  occupations  were  over,  we  ufed,  in  the  evening,  to  walk  on  the  ffiore. 
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at  the  back  of  Friendly  Cove,  and  interchange  thofe  reflections  which 
had  occurred  in  filence,  during  the  labours  and  employment  of  the  day. 

In  our  evening  walk  on  the  26th,  while  we  were  communicating  our 
thoughts,  and  repeating  our  vaticinations  concerning  the  Iphigenia,  to 
our  infinite  joy  a fail  was  feen  in  the  offing,  which  we  were  willing  to 
conclude  could  be  no  other  than  that  which  we  expeCted  ; and,  indeed, 
fo  it  proved  ; for,  on  the  27th  in  the  morning,  fhe  anchored  in  Friendly 
Cove. 


Such  a meeting  as  this,  obtained,  as  it  deferved,  a general'celebration  ; and 
orders  were  accordingly  given  that  all  work  of  every  kind  fhould  be  fuf- 
pended  ; that  it  might  be  a day  of  reft  to  the  body,  as  well  as  of  joy  to  the 
mind. — In  fir  or  t our  little  jubilee,  on  a diftant  and  dreary  coaft,  was  paffed 
with  a degree  of  fatisfaClion  and  delight  which  the  fplendid  feftivities 
ofpolifhed  nations  have  not  always  known.  The  relation  of  dangers  that 
were  paft, — the  pleafing  renewals  of  private  friendftiip, — the  fuccefs  which 
had  attended  our  hazardous  expeditions,— and  the  fair  profpeCt  that  we 
fhould  return  home  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  them,  formed  the  fubjedls  of 
our  eager  difcourfe  ; while  the  happy  hours  were  enlivened  by  convivial 
mirth  and  fbcial  pleafure. 

It  was,  as  may  be  well  conceived,  a great  addition  to  our  happinefs,, 
that  the  crew  of  the  Iphigenia  were  entirely  recovered  from  the  difor- 
der  which  threatened  them,  at  the  time  of  our  feparation,  and  now 
joined  us  in  full  health  and  vigour.  The  joy  of  Tianna  at  the  fight  of 
thofe  friends  whom  he  had  left  with  fuch  poignant  marks  of  regret, 
was  of  a nature  to  delight  all  who  beheld  the  warm  effufions  of  his  grate- 
ful mind,  but  cannot  be  conveyed  to  thofe  who  did  not  behold  it  by  any 
language  of  mine.  Nor  were  we  infenfible  to  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him 
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reftored  to  us,  fo  entirely  recovered  from  a diforder  which  had  filled 
us  with  apprehenfion  that  we  fhould  never  fee  him  again.  Indeed,  from 
the  general  change  in  his  looks,  and  ftill  wearing  his  fur  cap  and 
other  warm  cloathing,  with  which  he  had  clad  himfelf,  during  the  cold 
feal'on,  while  the  Iphigenia  was  in  Prince  William’s  Sound  and  Cook’s 
River, — -we  did  not  immediately  recognize  the  chief ; but  the  violence  of 
his  joy  foon  difcovered  him  to  us  ; and  though  it  might  be  more  exoref- 
five,  it  was  not  more  fincere  than  our  own.  Indeed,  fuch  had  ever  been 
the  conciliating  power  of  his  manners,  that  there  was  not  a feaman  in 
either  fhip,  that  did  not  love  Tianna  as  himfelf. 

We  had  fuppofed  that  his  fatisfacuon  on  feeing  us  once  again,  was 
compleat ; but  we  found  it  flill  capable  of  increafe  ; — for  when  he  was 
informed  that  we  propofed,  in  a very  fhort  time,  to  proceed  to  the  Sand- 
wich {(lands, — his  expreflions  of  delight  knew  no  bounds; — they  were 
wild,  fantaftic  and  exceffive  ; and  it  was  fome  time  before  they  funk 
into  that  ffate  of  moderation  which  qualified  him  to  receive  any  frefh 
irnpreflions  of  pleafure.  The  new  vefiel  was  referved  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  when  it  was  pointed  out,  and  he  was  made  acquainted  with  its  ob- 
ject, he  regarded  it  with  fuch  a firm  and  fixed  attention,  as  if  his  eyes 
would  have  darted  from  their  fockets  to  the  vefiel  : and  till  fhe  was 
launched,  he  continued  the  conflant  companion  of  the  carpenters,  ex- 
amining their  operations  and  obferving  their  progrefs.  We  encouraged 
this  difpofition  ; and  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  credited  how  much  of  a carpen- 
ter’s profeffion  he  learned  during  the  fhort  time  we  remained  at  King 
George’s  Sound. 

On  the  27th,  while  we  were  vifiting  the  village,  Maquilla  and  Cal- 
licum  returned  from  their  war  expedition ; and,  on  entering  the  Sound,  the 
little  army  gave  the  fhout  of  vi&ory.  They  certainly  had  obtained  fome  ad- 
vantages, 


209 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

Vantages,  as  they  brought  home  in  their  canoes  feveral  bafkets,  which  1/38. 
they  would  not  open  in  our  prefence,  and  were  fufpefted  by  us,  as  it 
afterwards  proved,  by  the  confeffion  of  Callicum,  to  contain  the  heads 
of  enemies  whom  they  had  (lain  in  battle,  to  the  amount  of  thirty;  but 
this  victory  was  not  purchafed  without  fome  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the 
powers  of  Nootka. 

The  chiefs  now  returned  the  arms  they  had  received  from  us,  but 
the  ammunition  was  entirely  expended  : — we  perceived,  indeed,  that  the 
mulkets  had  been  fired  feveral  times  ; and  Callicum  affured  us  that  they 
had  taken  ample  vengeance  for  the  hoftilities  exercifed  againft  them  ; and 
had,  befides,  made  a great  booty  of  fea-otter  fkins,  in  which  they  were 
all  arrayed. 

The  Sandwich  Ifland  Chief  did  not,  as  we  firft  expected,  difeover  any  fur- 
prife  at  the  fight  of  Maquilla  and  his  army;  but  the  frequent  communica- 
tion of  the  Iphigenia  with  the  natives  along  the  coaft,  from  Cook’s  River 
to  King  George’s  Sound,  had  rendered  them  and  their  manners  no  longer 
an  objeft  of  novelty,  as  they  had  never  been  an  objeft  of  confideration  in 
the  eyes  ofTianna.  Indeed,  when  he,  with  his  fine  coloflal  figure, 
flood  by  Maquilla,  who  was  rather  of  a low  flature,  the  difference  was 
fuch,  as  not  only  to  flrike  every  beholder,  but  even  to  affeft  themfelves 
with  the  different  fenfations  of  an  exulting  or  a wounded  pride,  which 
would  prevent  any  very  cordial  affection  from  taking  place  between  them. 

Tianna  and  Comekela  were  old  acquaintance,  but  by  no  means  intimate 
friends,  as  the  former  held  the  latter  in  a very  low  degree  of  eftimation  ; 
and,  accordingly,  we  did  not  obferve  any  very  cordial  appearance  of  joy  at 
their  prefent  meeting.  As  Comekela  had  been  at  the  Sandwich  Illands, 
on  his  firft  leaving  America,  the  fhip  having  flopped  there  for  refrefh- 
snents,  he  was  qualified  to  give  Maquilla  an  account  not  only  of  Tianna, 
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but  the  country  from  whence  he  came,  and  he  did  it  probably  to  the 
difadvantage  of  both.  At  all  events,  Tianna  held  the  cuftoms  of 
Nootka  in  deteftation  ; and  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  their  cannibal 
appetites,  without  expreffing  the  moft  violent  fenfations  of  difguft  and 
abhorrence. 

Indeed,  there  was  no  comparifon  to  be  made  between  the  inhabitants 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands  and  thofe  among  whom  we  now 
reftded,  or  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  America. — The  former  are 
their  fuperiors  in  every  thing  that  regards  what  we  fhould  call  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  their  approach  to  civilization.  They  attend  to  a circum- 
ftance  which  particularly  diftinguifhes  polifhed  from  favage  life,  and 
that  is  cleanlinefs  : — they  are  not  only  clean  to  an  extreme  in  their 
food,  but  alfo  in  their  perfons  and  houfes  the  fame  happy  difpofition 
prevails  : — while  the  North  Weftern  Americans  are  nafty  to  a degree 
that  rivals  the  moft  filthy  brutes,  and,  ofcourfe,  prohibits  any  defcription 
from  us.  Indeed,  the  very  difgufting  nature  of  their  food  is  not  di- 
minifhed  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  eaten,  or  rather  devoured. — 
Befides,  their  being  cannibals,  if  no  other  circumftance  of  inferiority  could 
be  produced,  throws  them  to  a vaft  diftance  from  the  rank  which  is  held 
in  the  fcale  of  human  being  by  the  countrymen  of  Tianna  : nor  fhouhl 
we  pafs  over  in  this  place  the  frequent  and  folemn  declarations  of  this 
chief,  that  the  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands  poflefs  the  moft  abhorrent 
fentiments  of  cannibal  nature  ; and  though  they  may  immolate  human 
beings  cn  the  altars  of  their  deity,  they  have  not  the  leaft  idea  of 
making  fuch  a facrifice  to  their  own  appetites.  Indeed,  we  truft  it  will 
not  prove  a vain  hope,  that  thefe  amiable  people  may  foon  be  taught  to 
abandon  even  their  religious  inhumanity  ; and  that  near  half  a million  of 
human  beings,  inhabiting  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  may  one  day  be  ranked 
among  the  civilized  fubjedts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Dhe  Crew  of  the  Iphigenia  employed  on  the  new  Veffiel. — Arrangements  made 
relative  to  the  Ships.  — Inhabitants  prepare  to  retire  to  their  Winter  Quarters. 
— Difpofticns  relative  to  the  exiled  Part  of  the  Crew , who  are  again  received 
on  board , on  certain  Conditions. — Maquilla  and  Callicum  pay  us  a Vift  pre- 
vious to  their  Departure. — Prcfents  made  to  thefe  Chiefs. — The  Sagacity  of 
the  latter.  — Ungrateful  Behaviour  of  Comekcla. — A Sail feen  in  the  Offing. — • 
Boatfent  out  to  affiift  her. — Dhe  Wafhington  enters  the  Sound. — Some  Ac- 
count of  her  Voyage , &c. — Dhe  new  Veffiel  named  and  launched. — A Crew 
appointed  to  her. — Orders  delivered  to  the  Iphigenia. — Dianna  embarks  on 
board  her. — Efcape  of  the  degraded  Boatfwain  ; — Affifed  by  the  Maflcr  of 
the  Wafhington. — Tpuit  King  George's  Sound , and  proceed  to  the  Sandwich 
If  and s , 

arrival  of  the  Iphigenia  not  only  infufed  into  our  minds  new  life 
and  fpirits,  but  enabled  us  to  proceed  in  our  different  operations  with 
redoubled  vigour.  We  now  formed  a very  ftrong  party  ; and,  therefore, 
had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  launch  the  vefiel  by  the  time  we  pro- 
pofed. 

The  voyage  of  the  Iphigenia  had  alfo  afforded  us  additional  and  very 
promifing  expeditions  of  rendering  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America 
a very  important  commercial  ftation.  She  had  very  completely  coafted 
the  American  fhore,  from  Cook’s  River  to  King  George’s  Sound,  and 
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had  brought  us  the  moft  indubitable  proofs  of  the  exigence  of  the 
Great  Northern  Archipelago  : — But  this  new,  important,  and  very  in- 
terefiing  object  has  already,  we  truft,  fatisfied  the  attention  of  our 
readers,  in  one  of  the  introductory  Memoirs  prefixed  to  this  vo- 
lume. 

The  artificers  of  the  Tphigenia  were  immediately  employed  to  afdi ft 
thofe  of  the  Felice  in  forwarding  the  completion  of  the  veflel.  Indeed, 
they  rather  felt  a jealoufy  on  feeing  the  works  we  had  formed  ; which 
afted  as  a ftimulative  to  take  an  active  fhare  in  the  honour  of  them  : fo 
that  the  bufinefs  of  our  temporary  dock  piomifed  a very  fpeedy  comple- 
tion. Nor  were  the  feamen  idle  : fome  were  added  to  the  rope-makers, 
and  others  ftrengthened  the  party  appointed  to  cut  down  fpars  for  pre- 
fent  ufe  ; and,  in  particular,  to  procure  a new  fore-mafl:  for  the  Felice, 
who,  as  we  have  related,  had  fprung  her’s,  very  foon  after  our  departure 
from  Samboingan. 

The  feafon  for  retiring  from  the  American  coaft  was  now  approaching; 
and  we  had  fufficient  bufinefs  on  our  hands  to  fill  up  the  interval.  Not 
only  the  new  veflel  was  to  be  launched,  manned,  and  equipped  for  a 
voyage  of  near  fifteen  hundred  leagues,  but  the  two  fhips  w7ere  aho  to 
be  prepared  for  fea  ; and  when  our  fituation,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  our 
refources  are  confidered,  we  mufl  be  allowed  to  have  had  no  fmall  diffi- 
culties to  encounter ; and  that,  from  having  conquered  them,  we  have 
fome  claim,  at  leaf!,  to  the  praife  that  is  due  to  unremitting  induftry, 
and  refolute  perfeverance. 

A new  fuit  of  fails  was  foon  completed  for  the  veflel  on  the  flocks, 
which,  as  {he  was  to  be  rigged  as  a fchooner,  was  the  more  readily  ac- 
compli fhed  ; 
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eomplifhed  ; but,  independent  of  her  floral-fails,  this  was  all  we  could 
do  for  her  in  that  branch  of  rigging. 

Peing,  however,  thus  far,  and  thus  happily  advanced  in  our  feveral 
preparations  for  our  approaching  voyages,  it  became  a matter  of  imme- 
diate confderation  to  form  the  neceflary  arrangements  of  the  two.fhips, 
not  only  for  the  prefent  feafon,  but  alfo  for  the  enfuing  year.  A very 
valuable  cargo  of  furs  had  been  collefled,  which  it  was  our  interefi  to- 
tran.fport  to  market  with  all  poffible  difpatch  ; — it  was,  therefore,  de- 
termined that  the  P’elice,  as  foon  as  the  newveffel  was  launched,  Ihould 
diredlly  proceed  to  China  ; and  that  the  Iphigenia,  with  the  fchooner,, 
fhould  remain  to  profecute  the  general  objects  of  our  commerce. 

This  arrangement  being  fettled,  every  exertion  was  immediately  made 
to  prepare  the  Felice  for  fea.  For  this  purpofe  the  fail-makers  began 
upon  her  rigging, and  the  caulkers  applied  themfelves  to  her  upper-works, 
which,  as  well  as  her  bends,  were  very  leaky.  As  it  was  more  than 
probable  that  we  fhould  enter  the  China  feas  at  a very  tempefcuous  feafert 
of  the  year,  we  were  very  attentive  to  the  making  every  neceflary  pro- 
vifon  for  that,  as  we  did  for  every  other  pofiible  exigency  of  the  voyage. 
In  fhort,  we  followed  up  this  bufnefs  with  fuch  unremitting  and  ndlive 
induflry,  that  by  the  4th  of  September  the  f ip  was  ready  for  fea,  having 
got  her  head  fore-mafl  in,  and  being  completely  fluted  with  wood  and 
water. 

The  natives  now  began  to  make  preparations  for  retiring  from  their 
prefent  fituation  into  the  more  interior  part  of  the  Sound  ; and  we  daily 
faw  fome  of  their  embarkations,  which  we  have  deferi-btd  in  a former 
chapter.  On  the  7th,  Maquifa  and  Callicum  pail  11s  a vitit,  to  notify 
in  form,  that,  in  a few  days,  they,  with  ail  their  people,  fhould  remove 
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to  the  winter  refidence,  which  was  near  30  miles  from  the  fhip,  and  as 
many  from  the  fea. 

On  receiving  this  information,  we  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  form 
fome  difpofitions  concerning  the  exiled  crew.  Their  fufferings  applied 
themfelves  very  forcibly  to  our  pity  ; and  the  humility  of  their  folicita- 
tions,  with  their  imploring  promifes  of  future  fidelity  and  good  behavi- 
our, were  not  without  their  effedt.  But  it  required  all  the  refledtion  we 
could  beftow  on  the  fubjedt,  to  form  a right  judgment  how  to  adt  in  a 
crifis  where  individual  feeling,  and  profeflional  duty  had  much  to  fettle, 
before  a final  decifion  could  be  made.  The  leaving  thefe  unhappy  people 
behind,  might  have  been  confidered  as  cruelty  to  them;  and  the  receiving 
men  on  board,  the  return  of  whofe  daring  and  mutinous  fpirit  would, 
to  fay  no  worfe,  impede,  if  not  wholly  interrupt  the  voyage, — might  turn 
out  cruelty  to  ourfelves. 

They  had,  it  is  true,  fuffered  very  feverely  for  their  pad  mifeondudt; 
and  when  they  were  fummoned  to  hear  our  final  determination  concern- 
ing them,  their  pale  countenances  and  dejedted  looks,  accompanied 
by  the  mod  abjedt  declarations  of  repentance,  difarmed  us,  at  once, 
of  all  our  refentment ; and  they  were  received  into  the  fhip  on  con- 
fenting  to  forfeit  the  wages  already  due  to  them  for  nine  months  fer- 
vice,  and  that  their  future  pay  fhould  be  proportioned  to  their  future  good 
behaviour.  To  thefe  conditions  they  joy  fully  fubmitted,  and  once 
more  joined  their  comrades,  after  an  interval,  in  which  they  had  known 
nothing  but  mortification  and  didrefs.  The  power  which  was  exercifed 
in  depriving  thefe  men  of  the  wages  due  to  them  previous  to  their  vil- 
lainous attempt  to  feize  the  fhip,  was  founded  in  drift  judice  : for, 
without  confidering  the  wickednefs  of  their  defign,  and  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  which  would  have  attended  the  completion  of  it,  their  having 
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prevented  the  fhip  from  putting  to  fea,  for  the  benefit  of  their  employers, 
by  which  interruption  a confiderable  lofs  was  fultained,  was  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  an  a£l,  which  would  make  them  lharers  in  the  lofs  that 
they  had  occafioned. 

On  our  arrival  at  China,  however,  the  whole  of  the  wages  which 
they  had  forfeited,  was  bellowed  upon  them  by  the  commiferating  gene- 
rofity  of  the  owners. 

We  could  not,  after  all,  exercife  too  much  precaution  in  again  re- 
ceiving thefe  dangerous  people  amongfl  us.  We  indulged  our  difpofi- 
tions  to  lenity  with  an  apprehenfive  fatisfadlion  ; and,  in  order  to  leflen 
the  poffibility  of  mifchief,  we  dillributed  them  among  the  two  crews, 
which  leffened,  at  leall,  the  power  of  communication  with  each  other. 
The  boatfwain,  whofe  conduct  had  been  marked  with  previous  difobe- 
dience,  and  who  was  the  ringleader  of  the  mutiny,  was  excepted  from 
the  genera]  amnelly.  It  was  thought  to  be  neceffary,  at  all  events,  to 
make  him  an  example  ; more  particularly  as  we  now  difcovered  that  he 
had  added  theft  to  his  other  offences.  He  was  accordingly  put  under 
confinement  in  the  houfe  on  Ihore.. 

Thus  was  this  very  difagreeable  bufinefs  finally  fettled  : but  had  we 
been  lefs  fortunate  in  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  mutiny ; — in  Ihort,  had 
we  been  at  fuch  a diltance  from  the  fhip,  as  not  to  have  heard  the  firft 
alarm  on  the  occafion,  the  confequences  would  certainly  have  been  de- 
Itruftive  of  the  voyage,  and  might  have  proved  fatal  to  ourfelves. 

Maquilla  and  Callicum  now  came  to  take  their  farewell  of  us,  as  they 
were  going  to  depart  for  the  place  of  their  winter  refidence,  and  deli- 
vered themfelves  on  the  occafion  in.  the  warmell  language,  and  with  the 
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1788.  moft  expreffive  looks  of  friendfhip.  They  knew  that  we  were  fhortly 
wErr.MJER.  fo  qUjt  t]iejr  and  expreffea  very  affectionate  wifhes  for  our  return. 

Maquilla  entreated  us  again  and  again,  whenever  we  piopofed  to  get  the 
little  mamatlee  or  fhip  into  the  water,  to  fend  to  him,  and  he  would 
come  down  with  all  his  people  to  give  us  the  neceflary  afhftance.  They 
had,  indeed,  been  conftantly  anticipating  the  difficulty  that  would  attend 
us,  as  they  exprelfed  themfelves,  in  pufhing  the  veflel  into  the  water, 
whenever  fhe  fhould  be  compleated.  Thefe  chiefs  had  paid  a very  regular 
attention  to  the  progrefs  of  her  conft ruftion,  from  the  very  beginning,  to 
her  prefent  fate  of  approaching  completion  ; but  without  difcovering  any 
thing  like  the  intelligence  which  grew  up,  as  it  were,  and  daily  unfolded 
itfelf  in  the  mind  of  Tjanna. 

Whatever  opinion,  therefore,  we  had  formed  of  the  capacity  of  thefe 
chiefs  for  the  fentiments  of  friendfhip,  we  thought  it  prudent,  with  a 
view  to  our  future  interefts,  as  prefents  had  firfl  obtained  it,  to  fecurc 
the  continuance  of  it,  if  poffible,  by  the  fame  prevailing  influence. — 
We  accordingly  prefented  Maquilla,  with  a mufket,  a fmall  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  a few  blankets.  Nor  did  Callicum  leave  us  with- 
out receiving  equal  tokens  of  our  regard. 

We  made  thefe  chiefs  fenfible  in  how  many  moons  we  fhould  return  to 
them  ; and  that  we  fhould  then.be  accompanied  by  others  of  our  coun- 
trymen, and  build  more  houfes,  and  endeavour  to  introduce  our  man- 
ners and  mode  of  living  to  the  praftice  of  our  Nootka  friends. — This  in- 
formation fee med  to  delight  them  beyond  meafu re ; and  they  not  only 
promifed  us  great  plenty  of  furs  on  our  return,  but  Maquilla  thought 
proper,  on  the  inflant,  to  do  obedience  to  us  as  his  lords  and  fovereigns. 
He  took  off  his  tiara  of  feathers,  and  placed  it  on  my  head  ; he  then  dref- 
fed  me  in  his  robe  of  otter  fkins ; and,  thus  arrayed,  he  made  me  fit 
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down  on  one  of  his  chefts  filled  with  human  bones,  and  then  placed  him-  1/ 
felf  on  the  ground.  His  example  was  followed  by  all  the  natives  pre-  Se‘4' 
fent,  when  they  fung  one  of  thofe  plaintive  fongs,  which  we  have 
already  mentioned  as  producing  fuch  a folemn  and  pleafing  effedt  upon 
our  minds. — Such  were  the  forms  by  which  he  intended  to  acknow- 
ledge, in  the  prefence  of  his  people,  our  fuperiority  over  him. — We  now 
once  more  took  our  leave,  and  returned  on  board  the  fhip,  clad  in  regal 
attire,  and  pofiefTed  of  fovereign  power. — We  had,  however,  fcarcely 
left  the  chief,  when  Callicum  came  running  after  us  to  particularife  his 
commiffions,  and  repeat  his  adieu. — There  was  fomething  about  this  man 
fo  amiable  and  affectionate,  that  I wifhed  to  remain  with  him  to  the  laft ; 
and  I cannot  help  relating  every  trifling  circumftance  in  this  final  inter- 
view . — He  enumerated  a long  lift  of  articles,  that  he  defired  us  to 
bring  him  when  we  fhould  return  ; all  of  which  I took  down  in  writing, 
to  his  entire  fatisfadtion.  Shoes,  ftockings,  an  hat,  and  other  articles  of 
our  drefs,  were  moft  particularly  requefted  by  him  ; and,  when  I re- 
turned him  my  aflurance  that  his  wifhes  fhould  be  gratified  in  the  moft 
ample  manner,  he  immediately  departed,  after  having  taking  me  round 
the  neck,  and  given  me  a moft  affedtionate  embrace. — I felt  it  then,  when 
I hoped  to  fee  him  again; —and  I feel  it  now — when  I too  well  know  I 
fhall  fee  him  no  more. 

Poor  Callicum  had  now,  as  at  every  former  period,  made  known  his  wants 
in  a particular  manner  to  me  ; but  I afterwards  found  that  the  whole  village 
had,  more  or  lefs,  charged  the  memories  of  our  people,  as  well  officers 
as  feamen,  with  their  various  commiffions  : — nor  did  the  ladies  of  Nootka 
forget  to  make  their  claim  to  our  remembrance  of  them.  And  here  I 
cannot  but  mention,  with  fome  degree  of  pleafure,  though  mingled,  I 
muft  own,  with  a preponderating  fenfation  of  pain,  that,  on  our  part, 
all  their  feveral  commiffions  were  moft  minutely  executed.  The  Argo- 
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gonaut  contained  them  all ; as  alfo  the  feveral  prefents  to  Maquilla,  Cal- 
licum,  Wicananifh,  and  the  other  chiefs  to  the  Southward  of  King 
George’s  Sound,  known  by  us,  as  well  as  thofe  to  the  Northward  of  it, 
who  had  been  difcovered  by  the  Iphigenia.  The  whole  of  which  treafure 
had  been  feledted  and  adapted  with  great  care,  and  the  mold  anxious  at- 
tention to  their  fancies,  as  well  as  their  neceffities,  when  fhe  was  captured 
by  the  Spaniards. 

It  might  be  confidered,  perhaps,  as  tending  to  leffen  the  abhorrent  idea 
which  every  Engliffiman  fhould  feel,  and  of  which  I,  above  all  others* 
fhould  be  fenfible,  refpedting  the  audacious  and  cruel  conduft  of  the 
Spanifh  officer,  by  mentioning  the  fubordinate  difappointment  I felt, 
when  I reflected  that  Maquilla  and  Callicum  did  not  enjoy  their  harmlefs 
pride  in  thofe  dreffies  which  had  been  prepared  for  them;  and  that  the 
coffers  of  Wicananifh  were  not  filled  with  thofe  vefifels  which  had  been 
exprefsly,  and  at  no  little  trouble,  obtained  to  enrich  them.  I ffiall  there- 
fore pafs  over  the  curious  cargo  provided  for  our  Nootka  friends,  of  which 
we  and  they  were  robbed  by  the  Spanifh  commander  ; nor  defcribe  the 
quantity  of  caft-off  cloaths,  that  we  had  collected  at  China,  and  loaded 
with  buttons  to  fuit  their  fancy ; and  of  which  the  Spaniards  pofl'efled 
themfelves  with  fuch  an  avidity,  as  if  they  were  in  want  of  this  ward- 
robe, which  was  deflined  for  the  favages  of  Nootka,  to  cloath  far  greater 
barbarians. 

Comekela,  of  whom  we  never  entertained  a very  favourable  opinion, 
and  of  whofe  deceitful  conduct  we  had  ample  proof,  notwithftanding  our 
kindnefs  to  him,  while  he  was  at  China,  during  his  voyage  from  thence, 
and  after  his  return  to  Nootka,  confirmed  us  in  our  opinion  of  his  ingra- 
titude, by  leaving  the  Sound,  without  fhewing  us  the  leaf!  mark  of  at- 
tention or  refpeft : — He  therefore  loft,  as  he  deferved,  the  prefent  which 
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was  referved  for  him ; and  we  fuffered  him  to  depart  without  any  token 
of  remembrance  from  us. 

We  continued  our  operations,  without  the  intervention  of  any  particu- 
lar circumftance,  till  the  1 7th  of  September,  when  a fail  was  feen  in 
the  offing,  which  rather  furprized  us  ; and  we  were  not  without  our  ap- 
prehensions that  it  was  the  Princefs  Royal,  who  had  met  with  fome  ac- 
cident that  obliged  her  to  return.  The  long-boat  was  immediately  fent 
to  her  affiftance,  which,  inftead  of  the  Britiffi  veffel  we  expeiled,  con- 
veyed into  the  Sound  a {loop,  named  the  Washington,  from  Bofton  in 
New  England,  of  about  one  hundred  tons  burthen. 

Mr.  Grey,  the  matter,  informed  us,  that  he  had  failed  in  company 
with  his  confort,  the  Columbia,  a Ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  1787,  being  equipped,  under  the  patronage  of  Con- 
grefs,  to  examine  the  Coaft  of  America,  and  to  open  a fur- trade  between 
New  England  and  this  part  of  the  American  Continent,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  their  China  Ships,  to  enable  them  to  return  home  teas 
and  China  goods.  Thefe  veflels  were  feparated  in  an  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
in  the  latitude  of  590  South,  and  had  not  feen  each  other  fmce  the  period 
of  their  feparation  but  as  King  George’s  Sound  was  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous appointed  for  them,  the  Columbia,  if  She  was  fafe,  was  every 
day  expected  to  join  her  confort  at  Nootka. 

Mr.  Grey  informed  us  that  he  had  put  into  an  harbour  on  the  Coatt  of 
New  Albion,  where  he  got  on  Shore,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  loft  on 
the  bar  : he  was  alfo  attacked  by  the  natives,  had  one  man  killed  and  one 
of  his  officers  wounded,  and  thought  himfelf  fortunate  in  having  been  able 
to  make  his  efcape.  This  harbour  could  only  admit  veffels  of  a very  Small 
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fize,  and  mu  ft  lie  fomewhere  near  the  Cape,  to  which  we  had  given  the 
name  of  Cape  Look-out. 

The  matter  of  the  Wafhington  was  very  much  furprized  at  feeing  a 
veil'd  on  the  flocks,  as  well  as  on  finding  any  one  here  before  him;  for 
they  had  little  or  no  notion  of  any  commercial  expeditions  whatever 
to  this  part  of  America.  He  appeared,  however,  to  be  very  fanguine  in 
the  fuperior  advantages  which  his  countrymen  from  New  England  might 
reap  from  this  track  of  trade ; and  was  big  with  many  mighty  projects, 
in  which  we  underflood  he  was  protected  by  the  American  Congrefs. 
With  tliefe  circumftances,  however,  as  we  had  no  immediate  concern, 
we  did  not  even  intrude  an  opinion,  but  treated  Mr,  Grey  and  his  fhip’s 
company  with  politeneis  and  attention. 

On  the  20th,  at  noon,  an  event,  to  which  we  had  fo  long  looked  with 
anxious  expectation,  and  had  been  the  fruit  of  fo  much  care  and  la- 
bour, was  ripe  for  accomplifhment. — The  veflel  was  then  waiting  to 
quit  the  flocks  ; and  to  give  all  due  honour  to  fuch  an  important  fcene, 
we  adopted,  as  far  as  was  in  our  power,  the  ceremony  of  other  dock- 
yards.— As  foon  as  the  tide  was  at  its  proper  height,  the  Englifh  en- 
flgn  was  difplayed  on  fhore  at  the  houfe,  and  on  board  the  new  veflel, 
which,  at  the  proper  moment,  was  named  the  North  Weft  America,  as 
being  the  firft  bottom  ever  built  and  launched  in  this  part  of  the  globe. 

It  was  a moment  of  much  expectation. — The  circumftances  of  our 
fituation  made  us  look  to  it  with  more  than  common  hope. — Maquilla, 
Callicum,  and  a large  body  of  their  people,  who  had  received  infor- 
mation of  the  launch,  were  come  to  behold  it.  The  Chinefe  carpenters 
did  not  very  well  conceive  the  laft  operation  of  a bufinefs  in  which  they 
themfelves  had  been  fo  much  and  fo  materially  concerned.  Nor  ftrall  we 
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forget  to  mention  the  Chief  of  the  Sandwich  Tflands,  whofe  every  power 
was  abforbed  in  the  bufinefs  that  approached,  and  who  had  determined  15 
to  be  on  board  the  veffel  when  fhe  glided  into  the  water.  The  prefence 
of  the  Americans  ought  aifo  to  be  confidered,  when  we  are  defcribing  the 
attendant  ceremonies  of  this  important  crifis  ; which,  from  the  labour 
that  produced  it, — the  fcene  that  furrounded  it, — the  fpeclators  that  be- 
held it,  and  the  commercial  advantages,  as  well  as  civilizing  ideas,  con- 
nected with  it,  will  attach  fome  little  confequence  to  its  proceeding,  in 
the  mind  of  the  philofopher,  as  well  as  in  the  view  of  the  politician. 

But  our  fufpenfe  was  not  of  long  duration  ; — on  the  firing  of  a gun, 
the  veffel  ftarted  from  the  ways  like  a fhot. — Indeed  fhe  went  off  with  fo 
much  velocity,  that  fhe  had  nearly  made  her  way  out  of  the  harbour ; for 
the  fa  ft  w’as,  that  not  being  very  much  accuftomed  to  this  bufinefs,  we 
had  forgotten  to  place  an  anchor  and  cable  on  board,  to  bring  her  up, 
which  is  the  ufual  practice  on  thefe  occafions  : the  boats,  however,  foon 
towed  her  to  her  intended  ffation  ; and  in  a fhort  time  the  North  Weft 
America  was  anchored  clofe  to  the  Iphigenia  and  the  Felice. 

Tianna,  who  was  on  board  the  veffel  at  the  time  of  her  being  launched, 
not  only  faw,  but  may  be  faid  to  have  felt  the  operation,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  work  of  enchantment ; and  could  only  exprefs  bis  aftonifhment, 
by  capering  about,  clapping  his  hands,  and  exclaiming  Myty,  Myty  ; a 
word  the  moft  expreffive  in  the  language  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  to 
convey  wonder,  approbation,  and  delight.  The  Chinefe  carpenters 
were  alfo  in  an  almoft  equal  degree  of  aftonifhment,  as  they  had  never  be- 
fore been  witneffes  of  fuch  a fpeftacle.  Nor  were  the  natives  of  the 
Sound,  who  were  prefent  at  this  ceremony,  lefs  irnpreffed  by  a feries  of 
operations,  the  fimpleft  of  which  was  far  above  their  comprehenfions.  In 
fhort, — this  bufinefs  did  not  fail  to  raife  us  ftill  higher  in  their  good 
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opinion,  and  to  afford  them  better  and  more  correct  notions  than  they 
hitherto  poflefled,  of  the  fuperiority  of  civilized,  over  favage  life. 

A commander,  officers  and  crew,  were  immediately  feledted  from  the 
Felice  and  Iphigenia,  to  navigate  the  North  Weft  America  ; and  each 
of  the  fhips  fent  her  proportion  of  ftores  on  fhore,  to  equip  her  for  fea. 

And  here,  I truft,  it  will  not  be  confidered  as  an  impertinent  digreftion, 
if  I exprefs  my  gratitude  to  that  example  of  profeftional  rigor  and  perfe- 
verance,  which  in  my  early  years  were  fet  before  me,  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  this  continent,  where  ability  and  courage  alleviated,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  chagrin  of  unfuccefsful  war.  The  campaigns  in  Canada  owe  their 
only  honour  to  the  naval  warfare  on  the  lakes  of  that  country  ; and  it 
was  my  good  fortune,  when  a youth,  to  be  enured  in  fuch  a fchool,  to 
the  hardfhips  and  difficulties  of  naval  life,  and  to  learn  there,  that  temper 
and  perfeverance  muft  be  added  to  profeftional  knowledge,  in  order  to 
furmount  them. — I am  ready  to  acknowledge  that,  for  the  little  fkill  I 
may  poflefs,  as  a profeftional  man,  as  well  as  the  patience  I have  exercifed, 
and  the  perfeverance  which  I have  exerted,  in  this  or  any  other  voyage, 
I am  indebted  to  the  rigid  difciphne  which  neceflarily  arofe  from  the 
continual  adtion,  hazard  and  conflict  of  the  fervice  in  which  I was  firft 
engaged.— Some  little  experience  has  convinced  me  that  dangers  and  dif- 
ficulties form  the  beft  fchool  of  maritime  education  ; and  he  that  has 
been  fo  employed  as  to  have  feen  every  thing,  and  fo  circumftanced  as  to 
defpife  nothing,  cannot  fail  of  rendering  fervice  to  his  country. 

On  the  24  th,  the  Felice  being  ready  for  fea,  the  orders,  marked  N°.  V. 
in  the  Appendix,  were  given  to  Captain  Douglas,  to  diredt  his  future 
proceedings. — The  North  Weft  America  was  added  to  his  command,  and 
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Tianua  once  more  embarked  on  board  the  Ipbigenia,  as  Ihe  was  deftined 
to  carry  him  to  the  Sandwich  Hlands. 

This  arrangement  was  preferred  after  fome  deliberation ; for  I my- 
felf  felt  a ftrong  inclination  to  reftore  the  amiable  chief  to  his  country ; 
but  as  I could  not  remain  more  than  a few  days  at  the  Sandwich  Wands, 
and  as  the  Iphigenia  was  deftined  to  winter  there,  it  was  thought  a more 
expedient  meafure  to  fend  him  home  in  her  ; as  it  would,  in  a particular 
manner  attach  him  to  her  people,  and,  of  courfe,  promote  their  comfort 
and  fecurity  during  the  time,  which  would  probably  occupy  feveral 
months,  of  their  ftay  there.  Thefe  reafons  were  fufficient  for  us,  011  ac- 
count of  the  general  intereft  of  the  expedition,  to  return  Tianna  to  the 
Iphigenia  ; — but  there  were  alfo  other  reafons  for  purfuing  this  meafure, 
for  his  own  fake.  * 

We  had  been  informed  by  one  of  the  veffels  which  returned  to  China 
from  the  Sandwich  Iftands,  fubfequent  to  us,  that  Tianna’s  brother,, 
Taheo,  fove reign  of  Atooi,  was  become  fo  fearful  of  the  power  he 
might  acquire  from  us,  as  to  meditate  his  deft  ru  <9:  ion  ; and  that,  in 
all  probability,  fome  fecret  attempt  would  be  made  on  his  arrival  to  cut 
him  off.  It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  for  the  prefervation  of  Tianna,  that 
he  Ihould  be  taken  back  in  that  veffel,  which,  by  her  long  ftay  there, 
might  enfure  his  fafety,  till  the  jealous  fit  of  his  tyrant  brother  was 
palled  away,  and  a perfedl  reconciliation  had  taken  place  between 
them. 

We  now  fent  all  the  ftores  we  could  poflibly  fpare  on  board  the  Iphi- 
genia; and,  in  return,  received  her  cargo  of  furs.  We  alfo  took  on 
board  a confiderable  quantity  of  fine  fpars,  fit  for  top-mafts,  for  the 
Chinefe  market,  where  they  are  very  much  wanted,  and,  of  courfe, 
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1788.  proportion  ably  dear.  Indeed  the  woods  of  this  part  of  America  are  ca- 
S::ptember.  pakje  Qf  fupplymg,  with  thefe  valuable  materials,  all  the  navies  of 
Europe. 

Monday  24  ]n  the  evening  the  officers,  &c.  of  the  Iphigenia  and  the  North 
Weft  America  came  on  board  the  Felice  to  bid  us  farewell.  Tianna 
was  not  the  laft  to  fhew  us  that  mark  of  his  regard  ; — and  indeed,  to  do 
juftice  to  his  amiable  difpofition  and  friendly  nature,  whenever  kindnefs 
could  be  (hewn,  or  generofity  expreffed,  he  was  among  the  firft. — 
Nor  could  he  fay  adieu  to  Noota , the  name  univerfally  given  me,  both 
in  America  and  the  Sandwich  Ihands,  without  a frame  almoft  convulfed 
with  agitation,  and  tears  gufhing  down  his  cheeks.- — Nor  could  I, 
though  proceeding  to  complete  my  voyage  with  the  faireft  hopes  of 
fuccefs,  take  my  leave  of  that  worthy  man,  and  the  companions  of 
our  toilfome  enterprife,  wdthout  emotions  that  required  all  my  refolu- 
tion  to  fupprels. 

Neither  ftiould  I do  juftice  to  the  conduct  of  thofe  employed  in  this 
commercial  expedition  with  me,  if  I did  not  mention  the  alacrity  which 
was  difplayed  by  the  officers  of  every  denomination  ; — and,  indeed,  by  all 
the  inferior  people,  to  acommodate  themfelves  to  our  peculiar  circum- 
ftances.  It  was  neceflary  to  have  feveral  changes  among  the  crews  of 
both  fhips,  in  order  to  give  a proper  complement  of  officers  and  men  to 
the  North  Weft  America,  in  which  the  general  intereft  of  the  expedition 
was  alone  confidered  by  all  ; — and  I think  it  my  duty  to  record  on 
this  grateful  page,  the  fenfe  I have  of,  and  the  advantages  their  em- 
ployers received  from,  their  manly  and  accommodating  conduct  on 
the  occafion. 
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We  now  hove  up  the  anchor,  and,  with  a ftrong  wind  blowing  17  •j* 

_ c 1 Sfiri’EM  ULfL. 

from  the  North  Whir,  the  Felice  put  to  iea.  — Tne  crews  01  the 
Iphigenia  and  the  North  Weft  America  gave  us  three  cheers  at  our  de- 
parture, which  awakened  ever y echo  of  Friendly  Cove.  We  returned 
the  fame  animating  adieu  and,  before  it  was  dark,  we  had  almoft 
loft  fight  of  Nootka  Sound. 

It  may  not  be  improper  juft  to  mention,  that  the  day  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  American  veflel  at  Nootka  Sound,  the  dilcarded  boatfwain 
broke  from  his  confinement,  and  efcaped,  with  feveral  articles  he  had 
ftolen,  into  the  woods,  with  a view  to  obtain  protection  from  the 
Wafliington;  in  which,  as  we  have  fince  been  informed,  he  fucceeded. 

For  the  mafter  of  that  veflel,  with  what  propriety  I fhall  not  pretend  to 
obferve,  not  only  fent  him  provifions  to  his  hiding-place  in  the  woods, 
but,  immediately  on  the  departure  of  our  (hips,  received  him  on  board 
his  veflel,  in  which  he  did  duty  before  the  maft. 
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CHAP.  XXL 

General  Account  of  the  Nations  feen  on  the  North  Wejlern  Coajl  of  America. — 
The  Four  Nations  of  the  Country  of  Nootka.— Their  Situation , Villages , and 
Population , &c. — ’Knowledge  of  the  People  to  the  Southward  of  ^ueenhlthe, 
in  a great  Degree  conjectural. — Wicananijh , however , repeats  the  Names  of 
their  Villages. — Some  Account  of  the  American  Continent , from  Cape  Saint 
fames  to  the  Southward. — Climates. — Seafons. — Winds. — Storms. — Har- 
bours, &c. — Navigation , &c. — No  ccnfderable  Rivers  in  the  Difricl  of 
Nootha  Sound. 


TTT7E  had  now  taken  our  leave  of  the  Coaft  of  America;  and,  while 
* » the  Felice  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  purfuing  her  voyage  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  we  (hall  fill  up  the  interval  of  her  arrival  there,  with 
fuch  an  account  of  the  country  we  have  juft  quitted,  as  we  are  qualified 
to  make  from  our  own  experience,  and  fuch  obfervations  as  fuggefted 
themfelves  to  us  while  we  were  acquiring  it. 

The  commercial  adventurers  to  this  part  of  America,  who  had  been 
led  thither  for  the  furs  it  produced,  were  not  without  that  laudable  and 
patriot  curiofity  which  has  animated  others,  and  indeed  operated  in  fame 
of  them  to  add  new  countries  to  the  chart  of  the  globe  ; — but,  whatever 
zeal  they  might  poflefs,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  fpare  an  adequate 
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portion  of  their  time  from  their  more  important  objects  of  commercial 
enterprize. 

It  is  true,  that  in  purfuit  of  them  we  fell  in  with  parts  of  the  coaft 
that  Captain  Cook  had  not  vifited,  and  communicated  with  people  whom 
he  had  never  feen  ; — but  the  great  objedt  of  our  voyage  continually 
checked  any  riling  impulfe  to  purfue  the  track  of  difcovery;  and  our  par- 
ticular duty  and  interells  forced  us  back  to  thofe  parts  of  the  coaft 
■which  were  more  immediately  connected  with  the  purpofes  of  mercantile 
adventure. — Hence  it  is  that  our  account  of  this  part  of  the  American 
continent  will  be  confined  within  narrow  limits : — It  will,  however,  we 
trull,  poffefs  the  merit  which  accuracy  can  give  it,  and  affilt  thofe  who 
may  hereafter  be  employed  to  examine  this  remote  portion  of  the 
globe. 

The  parts  of  which  we  have  any  particular  knowledge,  extend  from 
the  latitude  of  450  North  to  62°  North.  The  longitude  obtained 
from  alfronomicai  obfervations,  is  from  205°  Eall,  to  237°  Ealf  of 
Greenwich.  By  this  longitude  we  mean  the  Weftern  boundary  of  the 
coall  to  the  Northern  Pacific  ocean. — This  country,  as  it  extends  to- 
wards Hudfon’s  or  Baffin’s  Bay,  is  as  yet  unexplored,  and,  of 
courfe,  unknown  ; nor  can  we  form  any  probable  conjedture  whether 
fuch  a fpace  is  occupied  by  land  or  fea,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
in  the  introdudlory  memoir  which  treats  of  the  North  Weft  Paf- 
fage,  &c. 

With  refpedt  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  extenfive  Ihore,  we  have  a 
knowledge  of  four  different  nations,  whofe  occupations  and  manners  bear 
a great  fimilitude  to  each  other. 
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From  every  information  we  could  obtain,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  nation  which  inhabits  Nootka  Sound,  and  which  extends  itfelf  both 
North  and  South  of  that  port,  is  very  numerous ; but  does  not  poflefs 
the  fame  fiercenefs  of  character  as  their  more  Northern  neighbours. 

Maquilla,  with  whom  the  reader  has  already  been  made  rather  inti- 
mately acquainted,  is  the  fovereign  of  this  territory  ; which  extends  to 
the  Northward,  as  far  as  Cape  Saint  James,  in  the  latitude  of  52*  20' 
North,  and  longitude  of  228°  30'  Eaft  of  Greenwich;  and  which  cape  forms 
the  Southern  extremity  of  the  great  groupe  of  iflands  that  bounds  the 
Northern  Archipelago  towards  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; and  to  the  Southward, 
the  dominions  of  this  chief  ftretch  away  to  the  Iflands  of  Wicananifh. 

There  are  alfo  perfons  of  conflderable  power,  though  inferior  dignity  to 
the  fovereign  chiefs : — In  this  ftation  of  honour  were  Callicum  and  Ha- 
ls apa,  who  have  already  been  particularly  mentioned  ; and  the  former  of 
whom  has  been,  we  truft,  a pleafing  companion  to  the  reader  through 
many  a page  of  this  volume. — Indeed,  as  we  had  no  opportunity  of  vi- 
fiting  the  interior  parts,  at  any  diftance  from  the  Sound,  we  can  only 
communicate  fuch  information  as  we  received  from  this  amiable  chief, 
whcfe  frank  and  open  difpofition  was  ever  obedient  to  our  enquiry  ; and 
who,  by  pofiefting  an  underftanding  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  his  country- 
men, was  qualified  to  make  thofe  communications,  on  which,  as  far  as 
they  went,  we  might  have  an  unfufpedting  reliance. 

From  him  we  learned  that  there  were  feveral  very  populous  villages  to 
the  Northward,  entrufled  to  the  government  of  the  principal  female  re- 
lations of  Maquilla  and  Callicum;  fuch  as  grandmothers,  mothers, 
aunts,  lifters,  &c. — but  the  brothers,  fons,  and  other  male  relations, 
were,  from  political  motives,  kept  near  the  perfon  of  the  chief  himfelf. — 
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It  may  Indeed  be  recollefled,  that  the  village  fuddenly  invaded  by  the  17 
enemy,  and  which  cccafioned  a war  expedition  from  Nootka  Sound,  has  Sc‘T£MBCR" 
been  mentioned  in  a former  chapter  as  being  governed  with  unlimited 
fway  by  the  grandmother  of  Maquilla,  The  mother  of  Callicum  enjoyed 
a fimilar  delegated  power  over  another  diftrict ; and  feveral  other  villages 
were  afligned  to  the  direction  of  other  relations,  all  of  which  were  ready 
to  join,  as  occahon  required,  for  the  fupport  of  their  mutual  fafety, 
and  to  yield  a ready  obedience  to  the  fummons  of  the  fovereign  chief : — 

The  whole  forming  a political  band  of  union,  not  very  unlike  to  the 
general  fyftem  of  government  in  Europe,  at  an  early  period  of  its  civili- 
zation, and  which  is  well  known  under  the  appellation  ©f  the  feudal 
fyftem. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  King  George’s  Sound  amount  to  between 
three  and  four  thoufand.  Captain  Cook  eftimates  the  village  of  Nootka 
to  contain  about  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  we  do  not  think  that  it 
had  undergone  any  change  in  its  population  when  we  were  upon  the 
coaft.  But  there  are  two  other  fubordinate  villages  in  the  Sound,  which, 
between  them,  appeared  to  us  to  contain  fifteen  hundred  people.  One 
of  them  is  fituated  at  a confiderable  diftance  up  the  Sound,  in  a diftriT 
committed  to  the  jurifdidlion  of  Hanapa. 

To  the  Northward  of  the  Sound  there  are  four  villages,  and  to 
the  Southward  of  it  there  are  an  equal  number,  of  which  Maquilla 
is  the  chief.  From  the  heft  information,  each  of  thefe  inhabited 
fpots  contain,  on  an  average,  about  eight  hundred  people  ; fo  that  the 
whole  of  Maquilla’s  fubjefts  do  not  amount  to  more  than  ten  thoufand 
people ; — a very  fmail  number  indeed  to  occupy  fo  large  a fpace  of 
country  -but  the  frequent  wars  which  harafs  thefe  little  Bates,  and 
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the  fiercenefsmf  battle  among  cannibal  nations,  are  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
us  concerning  the  ftagnant  population  of  thefe  people. 

The  diftriT  next  to  King  George’s  Sound  to  the  Southward,  is  that  of 
WicananiSh  : though  he  is  not  considered  as  equal  in  rank  to  Maquilla,  yet 
he  is  entirely  free  and  independent,  and  by  far  the  moft  potent  chief  of  this 
quarter.  In  the  fame  diftridl  refide  the  chiefs  named  Detootche  and 
Hanna,  on  two  fmall  iflands,  but  who  are  entirely  free  and  independent. 
Thefe  iflands  are  Situated  a little  to  the  Northward  of  Port  Cox,  and 
contain  each  of  them  about  fifteen  hundred  people,  and  we  did  not  un- 
derfiand  that  they  had  any  other  dependency. 

The  general  refidence  of  WicananiSh  is  in  Port  Cox,  where  he  lives 
in  a Slate  of  magnificence  much  fuperior  to  any  of  his  neighbours,  and 
both  loved  and  dreaded  by  the  other  chiefs.  His  fubjedts,  as  he  himfelf 
informed  us,  amounted  to  about  thirteen  thoufand  people,  according  to 
the  following  eftimation  :* — 

In  Port  Cox,  four  thoufand ; to  the  Southward  of  Port  Cox  to  Port 
Effingham,  and  in  that  Port,  two  thoufand;  and  in  the  other  villages 
which  are  Situated  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  of  John  de  Fuca,  on 
the  Northern  fide  there  might  be  about  feven  thoufand  people. — Here  the 
dominions  of  WicananiSh  end,  and  thofe  of  the  next  and  laid  chief 
of  the  Nootka  territory  begin,  wliofe  name  is  Tatootche. 

The  names  of  the  feveral  villages  belonging  to  WicananiSh  were 
given  us  by  himfelf,  and  are  as  follow  : — Kenoumahafat,  Uth-u- wil-ett, 
Chaiflet,  EleSait,  Qu-quaet,  Lee-cha-ett,  Equo-lett,  How-fchuc-fe-lett, 
E-lolth-it,  and  Nitta-natt.  Thefe  names  are  taken  down  in  the  manner 
they  were  pronounced  by  WicananiSh  ; and,  indeed,  as  we  pafled  along 
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the  coaft,  we  had  communication  with  feveral  of  them,  whofe  inhabitants 
came  off  to  us  at  fea,  particularly  from  Nitta-natt,  Elefoit,  and  E-lolth-it. 
Indeed,  from  the  apparent  populoufnefs  of  thefe  villages,  which  we  could 
very  well  diftinguifh,  we  rather  think  that  the  chief,  either  from  mo- 
de fty  or  ignorance,  under-rated  the  population  of  his  country. 

The  fubjedts  of  Wicananifh  are  a bold,  daring  people,  extremely  ath- 
letic, and  (uperior  in  every  refpeft  to  thofe  of  King  George’s  Sound  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  not  fo  favage  as  thofe  ofTatootche,  who  refides 
on  the  ifland  that  bears  his  name,  and  is  fituated  near  the  South 
head-land  which  forms  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  de  Fuca.  With 
thefe  people  we  had  very  little  communication,  but  from  the  crowd  of 
inhabitants  colleffed  to  view  the  (hip,  and  the  number  of  boats  filled  with 
people  which  furrounded  her,  we  (hall  not  over-rate  the  number  of  in- 
habitants on  this  ifland,  by  eftimating  them  at  five  thoufand  people. 

The  diflrifl  of  this  chief  extends  to  Queenhithe ; and  Wicananifh 
informed  us  that  it  contained  five  villages,  and  about  three  thoufand 
inhabitants.  We  faw  the  large  village  of  Queenuitett,  near  Queenhithe, 
and  alfo  feveral  other  fmaller  ones,  as  we  coafied  along  the  (hore. 

We  could  obtain  no  other  knowledge  of  any  villages  to  the  Southward 
of  Queenhithe,  but  from  the  further  information  of  Wicananifh.  He 
indeed  repeated  the  names  of  feveral,  which,  according  to  his  account, 
were  fituated  a great  way  to  the  Southward,  the  inhabitants  whereof  not 
only  fpoke  a different  language  from  the  Nootka  natives,  but  who  varied 
alfo  in  manners  and  cuftoms.  That  this  part  of  his  intelligence  was 
correT,  we  had  fufficient  proof,  when  we  were  off  Shoalwater  Bay,  as 
the  two  natives  who  then  approached  the  (hip,  fpoke  a language  which 
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Teemed  to  have  no  affinity  with  that  of  Nootka,  and  appeared,  in  the 
circumftances  of  drefs  and  the  form  of  their  canoe,  to  be  a feparate  and 
diftinCt  people  from  the  American  nations  which  we  had  vifited. 

The  following  names  of  the  villages  to  the  Southward  of  Queenhithe, 
were  taken  down,  at  the  moment,  as  Wicananifh  pronounced  them:— 
Chanutt,  Clanamutt,  Chee-mee-fett,  Lo-the-att-fheeth,  Lu-nee-chett, 
Thee-wich-e-rett,  Chee-fet,  Lino-quoit,  Nook-my-ge-mat,  Amuo-fkett, 
Nuiflet-tuc-fauk,  Quoit- fee-noit,  Na-nunc-chett,  and  Chu-a-na-Ikett. 

The  knowledge  which  Wrcananifh  poft'efted  of  the  names  of  thefe  places, 
proves  very  evidently  that  either  he  or  Tome  of  his  people  have  had  fome 
communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  them.  But  whether  this  was  a 
matter  of  defign  or  hazard,  of  an  occafional  trading  intercourfe,  or  the 
accidental  effects  of  a ftorm,  which  has  been  frequently  known  to  have 
driven  canoes  to  a great  diftance,  and  carried  the  affrighted  Indian  to  the 
hofpitality  or  the  deft ruCtion  of  a remote  coaft,  we  cannot  pretend  to  fay  ; 
as  it  was  not  always  in  our  power  to  make  ourfelves  intelligible  to  the 
favages,  or  render  them  intelligent  to  ourfelves. 

Thefe  places  are  beyond  the  limits  of  that  part  of  America  comprifed 
in  the  four  nations,  extending  from  Prince  William’s  Sound  to  Queen 
Charlotte’s  'Ifles,  and  the  Northern  Archipelago;  and  from  thence  to 
Nootka  and  Cape  Shoalwater  ; fo  that  any  hiftory  of  the  people  that  in- 
habit them,  mu  ft  be  a matter  of  mere  conjecture,  and  therefore  totally 
improper  to  interrupt  the  authentic  narrative  before  us. 

Of  the  inhabitants  refiding  up  the  Straits  of  de  Fuca,  we  could  obtain 
no  information  from  the  people  of  Nootka ; but  from  the  multitude 
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which  attacked  the  long-boat,  we  had  no  doubt  that  they  were  very 
numerous. 

The  American  continent,  in  almoft  every  part,  prefents  nothing  to 
the  eye  but  immenfe  ranges  of  mountains  or  impenetrable  forefts^— 
From  Cape  Saint  James  to  Queenhithe,  which  we  have  confidered  as 
the  diftrift  of  Nootka,  and  inhabited  by  the  fame  nations,  this  fcene 
invariably  prefents  itfelf,  and  admits  of  very  little  if  any  variety.  In  fome 
places  the  country  appears  to  be  level  on  the  coaft,  but  ftill  the  eye  foon 
finds  itfelf  checked  by  fteep  hills  and  mountains,  covered,  as  well  as 
every  part  of  the  low-land,  with  thick  woods  down  to  the  margin  of  the 
fea.  The  fummits  of  the  higher  mountains,  indeed,  were  compofed  of 
(harp  prominent  ridges  of  rocks,  which  are  clad  in  fnow  inflead  of  ver- 
dure^— and  now  and  then  we  faw  a fpot  clear  of  wood,  but  it  was 
very  rare,  and  of  fmall  extent. 

The  climate  of  this  country,  that  is  from  Cape  Saint  James  to  the 
Southward,  is  much  milder  than  the  Eaftern  coaft  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  America,  in  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  winter  generally  fets  in  with  rain  and  hard  gales  from  the 
South  Eaft,  in  the  month  of  November ; but  it  very  feldom  happens 
that  there  is  any  froft  till  January,  when  it  is  fo  flight  as  very  rarely 
to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  navigating  the  Sound  in  their  canoes. 
The  fmall  coves  and  rivulets  are  generally  frozen ; but  I could  not 
difcover  that  any  one  remembered  to  have  feen  the  Sound  covered 
with  ice. 

The  winter  extends  only  from  November  to  March,  when  the  ground 
is  covered  with  fnow,  which  difappears  from  off  the  lower  lands  in 

G g April, 


m 

178s. 

SEPTEM38&. 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


234 

1788. 

Ssj>TSMBER. 


April,  and  vegetation  is  then  found  to  have  made  a confiderable  advance. 
April  and  May  are  the  fpring  months,  and  in  June  the  wild  fruits  are 
already  ripened.  To  the  Northward  of  King  George’s  Sound  the  cold 
encreafes,  and  the  winters  are  longer ; as  to  the  Southward,  it  of  courfe 
diminifhes  ; and  we  fhould  fuppofe  that  to  the  Southward  of  450  there 
muft  be  one  of  the  mofl  pleafant  climates  in  the  world. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  often  flood  in  the  middle  of  fum- 
mer  at  70°,  particularly  in  the  coves  and  harbours  that  were  fheltered 
from  the  Northern  winds  ; but  we  very  feldom  had  it  lower  than  40  in 
the  evenings.  Fires,  however,  were  very  acceptable  both  in  May  and 
September  ; but  we  attributed  this  circumflance  in  a great  meafure  to 
the  South  Eaff  winds,  which  were  ever  attended  with  rain  and  raw 
cold.  The  North  Weflerly  winds,  on  the  contrary,  blow  clear,  but  are 
rather  cool.  ' The  winds  which  prevail  during  the  fummer  months,  are 
the  Weflerly  ones,  which  extend  their  influence  over  the  Northern 
Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  Northward  of  30°  North,  as  the  Eaflerly  winds 
blow  invariably  to  the  equator  from  this  latitude. 

Storms  from  the  Southward  are  very  frequent  in  the  winter  months, 
but  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  operate  with  fuch  a degree 
of  violence  as  to  prevent  fhips  from  navigating  the  American  coafl,  in 
any  feafon  of  the  year. 

There  are  feveral  harbours  in  the  diflriCt  of  Nootka,  which  are  ca-  " 
pable  of'  receiving,  into  perfect  fecurity,  fhipping  of  the  largefl  bur- 
then. King  George’s  Sound  is  an  abfolute  collection  of  harbours  and 
coves,  which  are  fheltered  from  the  violence  of  all  winds.  Port  Cox 
and  Port  Effingham  are  of  the  firfl  kind  for  capacioufnefs  and  fafety  ; 
and  to  the  Northward  of  Nootka  to  Cape  Saint  James,  we  may  fafely 
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conjedlure  that  there  are  founds  and  harbours  equal  to  any  which  have 
been  already  defcribed.  Befides,  this  coaft  is  by  no  means  difficult  to 
navigate,  from  its  very  deep  waters  and  bold  ffiores. 

We  cannot  but  confider  it  as  a remarkable  circumifiance,  that  during 
the  whole  length  of  our  coafting  voyage,  we  did  not  meet  with  a {ingle 
river  of  any  magnitude.  The  very  fmall  ftreams  which  emptied  them- 
felves  every  where  into  the  fea,  were  generally  fupplied  by  rains 
and  fnow  from  the  mountains.  We  found  alfd  very  few  fp rings  ; fo 
that  from  thefe  and  other  circumftances,  with  fuch  accounts  as  we  could 
get  from  the  natives,  we  had  been  frequently  difpofed  to  imagine,  that 
the  land  which  we  had  confide  red  as  the  American  coaft,  was  a chain 
of  iflands,  feparated  by  large  and  capacious  channels  from  the  con- 
tinent*. 

* This  conje&ure  will  be  confidered  in  one  of  the  Introdu&ory  Memoirs,  with  fome 
account  of  the  voyage  of  the  American  Hoop  Wafhington,  in  the  autumn  of  1789,  which 
was  not  received  till  we  were  thus  far  advanced  in  our  Narrative. 
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CHAP.  XXII, 

Account  of  the  DifriCt  of  Nootka  continued. — Vegetable  Productions. — Great 

Plenty  of  Wild  Fruits'. — Efculent  Roots , iic. — Quadrupeds Deer. — Foxes. - 

— Martens. — The  Ermine. — Squirrel,  &c. — Marine  Animals. — The  Whale,. 
Sword  Fijh,  Seals,  &c. — Particular  Account  of  the  Sea  Otter. — Various 
Kinds  of  Birds. — Aquatic  Fowls. — Fife  of  various  Kinds. — Manner  of 
taking  fome  of  them. — Reptiles. — InfeCts. — Minerals . — Conjectures  concern- 
ing Mines  in  this  Country , &c.  &c». 

THE  vegetable  productions  of  the  diftridfc  of  Nootka,  which  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  are  not  numerous,  though  we  mud:  ac- 
knowledge that  our  botanical  enquiries  were  neceffarily  very  confined. — 
We  have  no  doubt  but  that  confiderable  additions  might  be  made 
from  this  country  to  the  colledled  ftores  both  of  Zoology  and  Botany  ; 
but  we  wanted  {kill  fufficient  to  render  ourfelves  ferviceable  in  this 

pleafing  range  of  feience. We  ffiared  the  natural  lot  of  all  private 

expeditions  equipped  for  the  purpofesof  commercial  adventure,,  in  which 
a knowledge  of  thefe  branches  of  philofophy  is  not  an  efifential  qualifi- 
cation, and  where  even  every  purfuit  of  fcience  rnufi:  give  way  to  thofe 
of  mercantile  advantage. 

Among  the  trees  which  compofe  thefe  forefls,  we  obferved  the  black  and 
white  fpruce,  with  the  pine  and  cyprefs  ; and  a great  variety  with  whofe 
form  and  foliage  we  were  wholly  unacquainted ; many  of  which,  however, 
would  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  the  dock-yard.  Timbers  cut  from  fome 
of  them  proved  fo  extremely  hard,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be 
worked  into  fhape.  We  particularly  remarked  that  in  King  George’s 
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Sound,  Port  Cox,  and  Port  Effingham,  the  trees  in  general  grow  with 
great  vigour,  and  are  of  a fize  fufficient  for  marts  of  any  dimenfions. 

On  the  rocky  iflands,  and  in  the  woods,  we  found  the  wild  ftrawberry 
in  great  abundance.  There  were  alfo  currant  trees  of  the  black  kind, 
and  goofeberry  burties,  which  feemed  to  bear  fruit  only  in  certain  parts. 
There  is  a fpecies  of  ralberry  of  the  mo  ft  delicious  flavour,  and  far  fir- 
perior  to  any  fruit  of  that  kind  we  had  ever  before  tafted.  It  grows  on 
a larger  bufh  than  our  European  ralberry,  and  is  free  from  thorns  ; but 
the  fruit  itfelf  is  fo  delicate,  that  a ftiower  of  rain  walhes  it  entirely 
away.  There  is  alfo  a fmall  red  fruit,  not  unlike  in  fize,  lhapeand  tarte, 
to  our  currant,  which  grew  on  trees  of  a confiderable  fize,  in  the  greateft 
abundance.  It  is  a favourite  food  of  the  natives,  and  during  the  months  of 
July  and  Auguft,  the  chief  employment  was  to  gather  it,  and  a fpecies  of 
blackberry,  both  red  and  white,  but  very  much  fuperior  to  our  wild 
fruit  of  that  kind,  both  in  fize  and  flavour. 

The  quantities  of  berry  fruits  that  the  natives  brought  us,  proved 
their  extreme  plenty.  To  us  they  were  a very  falutary  as  well  as 
pleafant  addition  to  our  table,  and  the  failors  fat  down  every  day  to  a 
pudding  made  of  them.  We  alfo  preferved  feveral  fmall  calks  of  the 
red  fruit  with  fugar,  which  lafted  feveral  months,  and  were  very  fer- 
viceable  to  us  at  fea. 

Wild  leeks  grow  every  where  in  the  greateft  profufion  ; and  the 
efeulent  roots  are  in  great  variety,  fome  of  which  have  a tafte  fimilar  to 
the  fea  fpinnage.  When,  however,  they  could  not  be  procured,  the 
tops  of  the  young  nettle  proved  an  excellent  fuccedaneum.  Of  thefe 
the  natives  are  immoderately  fond  ; after  having  ftripped  the  younger 
plants  of  a thin  coat,  they  eat  them  in  their  raw  ftate. 
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Towards  the  water-flde  we  obferved  great  quantities  of  wild  wheat, 
or  goofe-grafs.  We  every  where  found  in  the  woods  wild  rofes  and 
fweet-briar,  which  perfumed  the  air.  We  faw  alfo  the  anthericum 
that  bears  the  orange-flower,  and  many  other  kinds  of  plants,  which 
our  ignorance  in  the  botanic  fcience  prevents  us  from  enumerating  or 
attempting  to  defcribe.  Indeed,  the  conftant  employment  which  our 
commercial  concerns  required  of  us,  was  wholly  unfavourable  to  the 
refearches  of  natural  philofophy  ; but  we  have  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  any  one  of  botanical  experience,  who  fhould  vifit  this  coaft  in 
the  fummer  feafon,  would  add  to  the  flock  of  his  knowledge  in  this 
ufeful  and  delightful  fcience. 

The  quadrupeds  which  we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  were  very 
few  ; — they  were  deer,  racoons,  martens,  fquirrels  and  foxes.  The  deer 
which  we  received  as  preients  from  the  chiefs  were  very  fmall,  but  we 
have  feen  others  in  their  pofleffion  of  the  moofe  kind,  extremely  large, 
with,  branching  horns.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  latter  were  not 
in  great  plenty:  indeed  in  all  our  excurfions  we  never  were  fo  fuccefsful 
as  to  bring  one  home,  though  we  had  feen  and  wounded  them. 

The  foxes  are  very  common,  and  differ  much  in  fize  and  colour  ; 
fome  are  yellow,  with  a long,  foft,  and  very  beautiful  fur : others  are 

of  a dirty,  red  ; and  a third  fort  of  a kind  of  afh  colour. 

The  marten  bears  a flrong  refemblance  to  that  of  Canada,  particularly 
as  to  fize  and  fhape  ; but  it  is  not  fo  black,  nor  is  its  (kin  fo  valuable  as 
thofe  brought  from  that  country.  There  is  alfo  another  fpecies  of  them 
here,  whofe  hair  is  fo  very  coarfe  as  to  be  in  little  or  no  eflimation  with 
the  natives. 
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The  ermine  is  very  fcarce  ; and  thofe  of  this  animal  which  we  faw, 
were  rather  of  a yellowifh  colour,  and  pofleffing,  in  no  degree,  that 
beautiful  whitenefs  which  makes  them  fo  eftimable  in  the  countries 
of  Europe. 

Neither  racoons  or  fquirrels  appeared  to  be  in  great  plenty  ; the 
former  are  tame  like  thofe  of  Eaftern  America,  and  the  latter  are  fmaller 
than  our  European  fquirrel,  but  not  of  fo  bright  a colour. 

During  the  time  we  remained  on  the  coafl,  we  faw  but  two  beaver 
{kins  ; but  they  were  the  richeft  fpecimens  of  that  fur  which  we  ever 
remember  to  have  feen. 

The  natives  made  frequent  mention  of  bears,  of  which  they  gave  u$ 
to  underftand  there  were  great  numbers  in  the  forefts,  of  a very  fierce 
nature,  and  with  whom  they  fometimes  had  terrible  battles ; but  we 
were  never  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  one  of  them  ; and  though  fome  of 
our  people  went  out  occafionally  a bear  hunting,  they  always  returned 
without  the  gratification  even  of  having  feen  their  game. 

Our  knowledge  did  not  extend  further  than  to  the  above  animals, 
though  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  there  are  many  other  kinds  of 
them  who  inhabit  the  foreffs  of  this  country  : — Indeed,  we  faw  (kins 
which  ferved  for  the  drefs,  ornament,  or  armour  of  the  natives,  that 
mufl  have  belonged  to  animals  which  we  had  not  feen.  Though  thefe 
might  be  got  in  bartering  with  thofe  tribes  who  may  be  fuppofed  to- 
inhabit  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 

The  mountain  fheep,  though  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  part  of 
the  coaft,  do  not  extend  themfelves  fo  far  to  the  Southward  as  the 
diftrifl  of  Nootka  ; at  lead:  we  never  faw  their  fleece  or  their  horns, 
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which  are  in  fuch  univerfal  ufe  with  the  Indians  of  Prince  William’s 
Sound  and  Cook’s  River. 

The  fea  coafts  of  this  country  abound  with  numerous  marine  ani- 
mals ; fuch  as  whales,  both  of  the  bone  and  fpermaceti  kind;  thralhers, 
grampuffes,  porpoifes,  both  black  and  white,  feals,  fea-lions,  fea-cows, 
the  .river  otter,  and  above  all,  the  fea-otter. 

During  the  fummer,  when  employed  in  navigating  the  coaft,  we  faw 
great  numbers  of  whales,  and  were  fometimes  witnefles  to  dreadful 
battles  between  them,  the  fv/ord-fifh  and  the  thrafher,  who  filled  the  air 
with  the  lioife  of  their  combats.  The  natives,  in  hunting  the  whale, 
prefer  thofe  fmall  ones  with  hunches  on  their  backs,  as  being  the  mold 
eafy  to  kill.  They  purfue  alfo  the  fea-lion  and  the  fea-cow  for  the 
fame  reafon.  The  vaft  number  of  feals  which  are  every  where  feen, 
render  them  an  eafy  prey  to  the  natives,  who  confider  them  as  delicious 
food.  Their  Ikins  are  of  a filvery  colour,  fpotted  with  black,  and 
covered  with  a coarfe  hair. 

The  flefh  of  the  fea-cow  and  fea-lion  are  efteemed  peculiar  delica- 
cies, and  are  even  preferred  to  the  whale;  but  are  very  fcarce  to 
the  Southward. — More  to  the  North  they  are  found  in  great  plenty. 

The  number  of  thefe  animals  which  are  deftroyed  by  the  natives 
for  food,  muft  be  very  confiderable  : the  grampus  and  porpoife  feem,  in 
fome  degree,  to  efcape  this  general  deftru&ion,  being  confidered  as  in- 
ferior, both  in  point  of  ufefulnefs  or  luxury.  But  abundant  as  the 
whales  may  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Nootka,  they  bear  no  comparifon 
to  the  numbers  feen  on  the  Northern  part  of  the  coaft  : indeed  the 
generality  of  thefe  huge  [marine  animals  delight  in  the  frozen  cli- 
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The  fea-otter  we  believe  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  every  part  of  the 
North  We  (tern  Coaft  of  America,  from  the  latitude  of  30°  North  to 
6o°  North.  Their  fur  is  the  fined:  in  the  world  ; it  poflefles  a jetty 
blacknefs,  and  is  of  exceeding  beauty.  The  peculiar  warmth  it  affords, 
renders  it  a mod:  valuable  clothing  in  the  colder  climates  ; but  confidered 
in  an  ornamental  view,  it  has  a rich  and  magnificent  appearance,  and, 
under  a certain  arrangement,  may  vie  even  with  the  royal  ermine. 

The  ocean  bordering  on  the  American  coaft  is  not  the  exclusive  habi- 
tation of  the  fea-otter: — that  animal  frequents  the  coaft  of  Japan  and 
that  of  China,  particularly  in  the  Yellow  Sea,  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  Corea  ; but  we  have  never  heard  that  they  are  found  farther  to  the 
Southward.  They,  indeed,  delight  in,  as  they  feemed  to  be  formed 
for,  cold  climates,  and  are  wonderfully  clad  to  refill  the  feverity  of  the 
coldefl  region.  There  are,  however,  particular  places  to  which  they 
never  fail  to  refort  in  great  numbers,  as  is  fuppofed,  on  account  of  the 
fhoals  of  fifh  which  frequent  them,  and  are  the  food  of  the  otter. 

This  animal,  like  the  rivermtter,  is  of  an  amphibious  nature  ; but 
their  peculiar  element  is  the  fea.  They  are  fometimes  feen  many  leagues 
from  land,  fleeping  on  their  backs,  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  with 
their  young  ones  reclining  on  their  bread:.  As  the  cubs  are  incapable  of 
fwimming  till  they  are  feveral  months  old,  the  mother  mufl  have  1'ome 
curious  method  of  carrying  them  out  to  fea,  and  returning  them  to  their 
hiding  places  on  fhore,  or  in  the  cavities  of  rocks  that  project  into  the 
fea:  indeed,  they  are  known  to  Deep  with  their  young  on  their  bread:, 
and  to  fwim  with  them  on  their  back  ; but  if  they  fhould  be  unfortu- 
nately overtaken  by  the  hunters,  the  dam  and  her  brood  always  die 
together  : — She  will  not  leave  her  young  ones  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
and  therefore  Ihares  their  fate. 
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From  the  formation  of  their  lungs  they  are  unable  to  remain  under 
water  longer  than  two  minutes,  when  they  are  forced  to  rife  to  the  fur- 
face  for  refpiration  ; and  it  is  this  circumftance  which  gives  their  pur- 
fuers  fuch  advantage  over  them  ; — though  the  wonderful  fwiftnefs  with 
which  they  fwim,  very  often  baffles  the  utmof:  attention  and  (kill  of  the 
hunter. 

Nature  has  furniffled  this  creature  with  powerful  weapons  of  offence 
and  deftruftion.  Its  fore-paws  are  like  thofe  of  the  river-otter,  but  of 
much  larger  fize,  and  greater  ftrength  : — its  hind-feet  are  Ikirted  with  a 
membrane,  on  which,  as  well  as  on  the  fore-feet,  there  grows  a thick 
and  coarfe  hair:  — its  mouth  contains  moft  formidable  rows  of  teeth, 
fuperior  to  any  other  marine  carnivorous  animal  except  the  (hark. 

The  fur  varies  in  beauty  according  to  the  different  gradations  of  life. — 
The  young  cubs  of  a few  months  old,  are  covered  with  a long,  coarfe, 
white  hair,  which  protects  the  fine  down  that  lies  beneath  it. — The  na- 
tives often  pluck  off  this  coarfe  hair,  when  the  lower  fur  appears  of  a 
beautiful  brown  colour  and  velvet  appearance.  As  they  encreafe  in  age 
this  long  hair  falls  off,  and  the  fur  becomes  blackiffl,  but  ftill  remains 
ihort. — When  the  animal  is  full  grown,  it  becomes  of  a jet  black,  and 
encreafes  in  beauty  ; the  fur  then  thickens,  and  is  thinly  fprinkled  with 
white  hairs. — When  they  are  paft  their  fiate  of  perfection,  and  verge  to- 
wards old  age,  their  lk in  changes  into  a dark-brown,  dingy  colour, 
and,  of  courfe,  proportionably  diminiffies  in  value. 

This  is  the  bell:  account  we  could  obtain  of  this  curious  and  valuable 
animal ; for  it  would  be  impofiible  for  us  to  defcribe,  with  any  degree  of 
fatisfattion,  the  different  kinds  of  otter  Ikins  brought  to  us  for  fale. — 
The  great  variety  of  colour,  from  a chefnut  brown  to  a jet  black,  which 
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we  obferved  in  them,  makes  it  difficult  for  us  to  afcertain  the  precife 
period  of  their  lives  when  they  have  arrived  at  perfection.  At  firft 
we  really  fuppofed  them  to  be  the  {kins  of  different  animals,  or  of  vari- 
ous fpecies  of  the  fame  animal : — but  we  afterwards  difcovered  what  we 
have  already  ftated  concerning  the  advancement  of  them  to  beauty  ; and 
perhaps  other  circumftances  may  combine  to  haften,  or  retard  the  period 
of  their  moft  perfect  ftate. — We  are  difpofed  to  imagine  that  they  undergo 
an  annual  change  in  their  fur,  either  by  fhedding  the  old,  Or  acquiring 
new  ; and  that  their  {kins  are  confiderably  affeCted  by  the  different  feafons 
of  the  year. — We  obferved  that  the  {kins  of  the  otters  killed  during  the 
winter,  were  of  a more  beautiful  black,  and,  in  every  refpeCt,  more  per- 
fed  than  thofe  which  were  taken  in  the  fummer  or  autumn. 

The  Chinefe,  who  muff  be  confidered  as  the  beft  judges  of  thefe 
fkins,  clafs  them  under  eight  or  ten  denominations,  and  affix  to  each 
a proportionate  value,  concerning  which  they  would  never  fuffer  us, 
in  our  bargains  with  them,  to  intrude  an  opinion. — As  furriers,  they 
held  us,  and  perhaps  with  fome  reafon,  in  very  low  eftimation. 

The  male  otter  is,  beyond  all  comparifon,  more  beautiful  than  the  fe- 
male, and  is  diftinguilhed  by  the  fuperior  jetty  colour,  as  well  as  velvet 
appearance  of  his  {kin  ; whereas  the  head,  throat  and  belly  of  the  female, 
is  not  only  covered  with  a fur  that  is  white,  but  which  is  alfo  of  a very 
coarfe  texture.  The  {kins  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  are  thofe  which 
have  the  belly  and  throat  plentifully  interfperfed  with  a kind  of  brilliant 
lilver  hairs,  while  the  body  is  covered  with  a thick  black  fur,  of  extreme 
finenefs,  and  a lilky  glofs.— Indeed  in  this  ftate,  the  fur  of  the  fea  otter  is, 
taken  in  all  its  circumftances,  fuperior  for  cloathing,  to  that  of  any  other 
animal  in  the  world. 
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It  is  however  faid  in  China,  that  the  (kins  of  this  animal  taken 
in  the  Corean  and  Japan  Teas,  are  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Ruffia  or  the  North 
Weftern  Coaft:  of  America. 

The  abundance  of  thefe  animals,  which  frequent  every  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  occafion  their  being  caught  without  much  difficulty  by  the 
natives ; who  not  only  owe  the  magnificence  of  their  appearance,  as  well 
as  a moft  comfortable  protection  againft  the  feverity  of  their  winters,  to 
the  fkin  of  the  fea-otter,  but  alfio  find  in  its  flefti  what  they  confider  as 
moft  delicious  food. 

It  differs  from  the  river  otter,  or  capucca,  as  called  by  the  people  of 
Nootka,  and  which  is  the  fame  as  that  of  Canada : in  its  form,  fize,  and 
fur,  it  is  far  fuperior. 

The  fpecies  of  birds  which  frequent  the  American  fhore  are  very  con- 
fined : — We  obferved  the  crow,  the  magpie,  the  thrufh,  the  wood- 
pecker, the  wren,  the  king-fifher,  the  common  land-lark,  the  plover,  the 
hawk,  and  the  white-headed  eagle.  The  wood-pigeon  was  alfo  fome* 
times,  but  very  rarely  feen. 

The  aquatic  fowls  were  far  more  numerous  ; and  confifted  of  the  com- 
mon fea-gulls  and  fhags ; many  kinds  of  ducks  and  divers  ; the  fea-parrot, 
and  many  others,  of  which  we  knew  not  the  names. 

Vaft  quantities  of  fifh  are  to  be  found,  both  on  the  coaft:  and  in  the 
founds  or  harbours. — Among  thefe  are  the  halibut,  herring,  fardine, 
filver-bream,  falmon,  trout,  cod,  elephant-fifh,  fhark,  dog-fifh,  cuttle-fifh, 
great  variety  of  rock-fifti,  &c.  All  of  which  we  have  feen  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  natives,  off  have  been  caught  by  ourfelves.  There  are,  proba- 
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bly,  a great  abundance  of  other  kinds,  which  are  not  to  be  taken  by  the 
hook,  the  only  method  of  taking  fifh  with  which  the  natives  are  ac- 
quainted, and  we  had  neither  trawls  or  nets. 

In  the  fpring,  the  herrings  as  well  as  the  fardines,  frequent  the  coaft 
in  vaft  fhoals.  The  herring  is  from  feven  to  eight  inches  long,  and, 
in  general,  fmaller  than  thofe  taken  in  the  Britifh  feas.  The  fardine 
refembles  that  of  Portugal,  and  is  very  delicious  : they  are  here 

taken  by  the  people  in  prodigious  quantities. — They  firft  drive  the  fhoals 
into  the  fmall  coves,  or  (hallow  waters,  when  a certain  number  of  men 
in  canoes,  keep  plafhing  the  water,  while  others  fink  branches  of  the 
pine  with  ftones  ; the  fifh  are  then  eafily  taken  out  with  wooden  troughs 
or  wicker  balkets.  We  have  fometimes  feen  fuch  numbers  of  them, 
that  a whole  village  has  not  been  able  to  cleanfe  them  before  they  began 
to  grow  putrid.  After  being  cleaned,  they  are  placed  on  rods,  and  hung 
in  rows,  at  a certain  diftance,  over  their  fires,  that  they  may  be  fmoked  ; 
and  when  they  are  fufficiently  dried,  they  are  carefully  packed  up  in 
mats,  and  laid  by  as  a part,  and  a very  confiderable  part,  of  their  winter’s 
provifion.  The  feafon  for  taking  thefe  fifh  is  in  the  months  of  July  and 
Auguft.  Certain  people,  at  this  time,  are  Rationed  on  particular  emi- 
nencies,  to  look  for  the  arrival  of  the  fhoals,  which  can  be  very  readily 
diflinguifhed  by  the  particular  motion  of  the  fea.  The  natives  then 
embark  in  their  canoes  to  proceed  in  their  fifhery.  The  fardine  is  pre- 
ferred by  them  to  every  other  kind  of  fifh,  except  the  falmon. 

In  the  months  of  July,  Auguft,  and  September,  falmon  are  taken, 
though  not  in  lo  great  abundance  as  the  other  fifh,  but  are  of  a very 
delicate  flavour.  They  are  fplit,  dried,  and  packed  up,  as  has  already 
been  deferibed,  and  are  confidered  as  a great  delicacy.  The  falmon 
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of  the  diftrid  of  Nootka  are  very  different  from  tbofe  found  to  the 
Northward,  which  are  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  thofe  taken  at  Kamtfchatka. 

During  our  flay  in  King  George’s  Sound,  we  faw  very  few  fharks  or 
halibut ; but  the  cod  taken  by  the  natives  were  of  the  befl  quality: — - 
they  are  alfo  prepared,  like  the  reft,  for  the  purpofe  of  winter  ftores. 

We  faw  the  red  fnapper  here,  but  it  was  very  -uncommon  ; and  we 
now  and  then  obferved  the  large  cuttle-fifh,  which  the  natives  eat  with 
great  relifh  in  its  raw  ftate. 

The  mufcles  are  of  a very  large  fize,  and  filled  with  a fmall,  feedy 
pearl,  about  the  fize  of  a pin’s  head,  very  ill-fhaped,  and  by  no  means 
tranfparent.  We  faw  alfo  fea-ears,  cockles,  limpets,  ftar-fifh,  and  many 
other  marine  produ&ions  in  great  abundance.  The  fmall  fea-crabs  have 
a very  delicate  flavour,  and  are  in  great  plenty. 

The  reptiles  of  this  country  are  confined,  at  leaft  as  far  as  our  know- 
ledge extends,  to  a fmall  brown  fnake,  about  eighteen  inches  in  length, 
which  fled  on  hearing  the  leaft  noife.  I11  our  frequent  vifits  to  the 
woods  we  faw  no  other ; fo  that  they  may  be  traverfed  without  the 
leaft  fear  of  meeting  with  thofe  dangers  from  poifonous  animals  of  the 
reptile  kind,  which  infeft  the  Eaftern  fide  of  America.  There  are  how- 
ever, great  quantities  of  mufquitoes,  which  prove  a fevere  inconvenience 
to  the  natives.  We  faw  butterflies  of  various  kinds,  and  fome  of  un- 
common fize  and  beauty.  The  bee,  common  fly,  and  various  fpecies  of 
moths,  were  in  great  numbers,  and  compofed  all  that  we  recoiled  to 
have  feen  of  the  infed  tribe  on  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America. 
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Of  the  minerals  of  this  country,  we  can  only  judge  from  the  different 
kinds  of  ore  which  we  faw  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  natives  ; and  from 
thofe  fpecimens,  we  are  difpofed  to  confider  them  of  the  moft  valuable 
kind. 

The  pure  malleable  lumps  of  copper  ore  feen  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
natives,  convince  us  that  there  are  mines  of  this  metal  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  part  of  the  Weffern  coaft.  We  once  faw  a piece  of  it,  which  appear- 
ed to  weigh  about  a pound,  through  which  an  hole  had  been  perforated 
fufficiently  large  for  an  handle  to  pals,  in  order  to  make  a kind  of  ham- 
mer. On  enquiring  of  the  man  in  whofe  pofleffion  it  was,  from  whence 
he  procured  it,  he  made  us  underftand  that  he  had  received  it  in  barter 
from  fome  of  the  native  people  who  lived  more  to  the  Northward. — 
We  had  alfo  occaflonally  feen  necklaces  and  a fort  of  bracelets  worn  on 
the  wrift,  which  were  of  the  pureff:  ore,  and  to  all  appearance  had  never 
been  in  the  pofleffion  of  an  European. 

The  natives  make  a kind  of  coarfe  red  ochre,  for  the  purpofe  of  paint- 
ing themfelves,  but  more  particularly  their  faces,  which  very  probably 
contains  metalline  particles;  we  alfo  obferved  that  they  employed  a 
black  pigment,  which  they  ufe  to  paint  their  bodies.  Over  the  latter 
they  ftrew  a glittering  fand,  which  was  very  much  efleemed  by  them  ; 
and  from  its  appearance,  our  failors,  at  firft,  took  it  for  gold.  It  was 
colle&ed  from  a bed  of  rock  of  a whitifli  colour,  at  the  bottom  of  a 
rivulet ; it  ran  in  veins,  poflefled  a fhining  quality,  and  was  of  a gold 
colour.  On  breaking  a piece  of  the  rock,  thefe  fhining  particles  vanifhed, 
and  what  remained,  was  black  and  flaky  ; which,  however,  on  being- 
reduced  to  powder,  refumed  the  brilliant  appearance  we  have  mentioned, 
and  formed  the  proudeff:  ornament  of  the  Nootkan  inhabitants.  Sir 
Francis  Drake  fpeaks  of  this  fhining  faiid  in  his  account  of  New  Albion. 

But 
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1788.  But  we  are  not  fufficiently  {killed  in  mineralogy,  to  juftify  our  offering 

September.  . r ■ • 

any  oblervations  concerning  it. 

We  alfo  faw  feveral  octangular  pieces  of  rock  chryflal,  perfectly 
trail fparent,  and  worn  by  the  natives  as  ornaments  about  their  neck. — 
They  generally  had  about  them  a fmall  piece  of  Mufcovy  glafs,  which 
they  held  in  high  eflimation. 

The  imperfeCt  knowledge  we  have  yet  obtained  of  this  country,  muft 
render  all  conjeCture  vain  as  to  its  mineral  poffeflions.  The  Spaniards, 
however,  who  have  the  keeneft  fcent  of  any  people  for  thofe  riches 
which  are  contained  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
1789,  opened  a mine  in  an  ifland,  called  Hog  Ifland,  which  is  fituated 
in  the  harbour  of  Friendly  Cove,  in  King  George’s  Sound.  Their  miners 
were  kept  conftantly  at  work,  and  no  one  but  themfelves  fuffered  to  ap  - 
proach the  ifland,  except  the  foldiers  ordered  to  guard  it. 
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The  Per  font  of  the  Inhabitants  defcribed. — The  Manner  in  which  they  treat 
their  Infant  Children . — 'Their  Averfon  to  Beards. —Dreffes,  Male  and  Fe- 
male.— Various  Kinds  of  them.*— Their  Majhs , and  the  Ufes  of  them = 
Fifpoftion  and  Temper  of  the  Natives. — An  horrid  Cufom  of  killing  a Slave 
every  Month , for  the  Purpofe  of  eating  him. — I he  Ceremonies  ufed  on  this 
Occafon. — The  Circumfance  which  led  to  the  Difcovery  of  this  cruel 
Practice , &c. 

THE  people  of  the  Nootkan  nation  are,  in  general,  robuft  and  well 
proportioned  ; — their  faces  are  large  and  full,  their  cheeks  high 
and  prominent,  with  fmall  black  eyes  ; — their  nofes  are  broad  and  flat ; 
their  lips  thick  ; and  they  have,  generally,  very  fine  teeth,  and  of  the  moll: 
brilliant  whitenefs. 

The  manner  in  which  the  children  of  Nootka  are  treated  when  young, 
is  not  more  extraordinary  from  its  ftrange,  and,  as  it  Ihould  appear, 
total  inutility,  as  from  its  agreement  with  the  cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe 
and  Tartars,  to  whom  this  pra&ice  gives  thefe  people  a confiderable 
refemblance.  The  head  of  the  infant  is  bound  bv  the  mother  with  a 

J 

kind  of  fillet  of  feveral  folds,  as  low  down  as  the  eyes,  in  order  to  give  it 
a certain  form,  which,  at  this  tender  age,  it  is  capable  of  receiving.  It 
might  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a tight  drawn  ligature  muft  caufe  confi- 
derable pain  to  the  child;  but  we  never  obferved  that  any  of  the  infants 
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1788.  in  fuch  a ffate  of  preparation  for  fugar-loaf  heads,  fuffered  any  vifible 

September. 

pain  or  inconvenience. 

Though  the  cuftom  of  compreffing  the  head  in  this  manner,  gives 
them  an  unpleafant  appearance,  by  drawing  up  the  eye-brows,  and 
fometimes  producing  the  difagreeable  effect  of  fquinting,  as  well  as  of 
flattening  the  nofe  and  diffending  the  noffrils,  they  are  by  no  means 
an  ill-looking  race  of  people.  They  have  alfo  the  cuftom,  which  is 
known  to  prevail  in  fo  many  Indian  nations,  of  plucking  out  the  beard 
by  the  roots,  on  its  firft  appearance  ; and,  as  it  continues  to  fprout,  to 
keep  it  down  by  the  fame  practice.  It  is  one  of  the  domeflic  employ- 
ments afligned  to  their  wives  to  watch  this  appearance  of  manhood,  and 
to  eradicate  the  hairs  as  they  come  forth  ; which  they  do  in  a very  dexte- 
rous manner  with  their  fingers,  and  without  giving  the  leaf!  pain  in 
the  operation. — Some  of  them,  however,  though  we  faw  but  very  few  of 
this  difpofition,  when  they  advance  in  years,  and  become  infirm,  fuffer  their 
beards  to  grow  without  interruption  — But,  notwithftanding  they  have  fo 
great  an  averfion  to  the  hair  of  their  chin,  that  of  the  head  is  an  object  of 
their  attentive  vanity. — It  is  flroug,  black  and  glofly,  grows  to  a con- 
fiderable  length,  and  is  either  tied  in  a kind  of  knot  on  the  top  of  their 
heads,  or  fuffered  to  hang  down  their  backs  in  flowing  negligence. 

In  their  exterior  form  they  have  not  the  fymmetry  or  elegance  which 
is  found  in  many  other  Indian  nations. — Their  limbs,  though  flout  and 
athletic,  are  crooked  and  ill-ffiaped;  their  skin,  when  clean  fed  of  filth 
and  ochre,  is  white,  and  we  have  feen  fome  of  the  women,  when  in  a 
ftate  of  cleanlinefs, — which,  however,  was  by  no  means  a common  fight, 
and  obtained  with  difficulty, — who  not  only  pofifefled  the  fair  complexion 
of  Europe,  but  features  that  would  have  attracted  notice  for  their  delicacy 
and  beauty,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world  where  the  qualities  of  the  human 

form 
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form  are  beft  underftood.  But  thefe  examples  of  beauty  are  by  no  means 
numerous  among;  the  women  of  Nootka,  who  are  calculated  rather  to  dif- 

u 

guft  than  to  charm  an  European  beholder.  Their  hair,  like  that  of  the 
men,  is  black  ; their  eyes  are  of  the  fame  colour  ; — and,  in  their  exterior 
appearance,  they  are  not  to  be  immediately  dittinguifhed  from  the  men. 
In  their  characters  they  are  referved  and  chafte  ; and  examples  of  loofe 
and  immodeft  conduCt  were  very  rare  among  them.  There  were  women 
in  Saint  George’s  Sound,  whom  no  offers  could  tempt  to  meretricious 
fub  millions. 

The  principal  drefs  of  the  men  is  either  compofed  of  the  skin  of  the 
fea-otter,  or  confifts  of  a kind  of  flaxen  garment,  made  by  the  women 
from  the  bark  of  a tree  and  the  filament  of  a nettle,  prepared  in  a parti- 
cular manner.  The  skin  of  the  bear,  the  racoon,  or  other  animals,  are 
fometimes  worn,  according  to  the  caprices  of  fancy,  or  the  temperature 
of  the  weather. 

The  otter  veftment  is  compofed  of  two  large  fkins  fewed  on  one  fide, 
which  form  a covering  from  the  neck  to  the  ancles  ; it  paffes  under  the 
left  arm,  and  is  tied  over  the  right  fhoulder  by  a leathern  thong  fattened 
to  the  fkins,  leaving  both  arms  entirely  free  from  any  kind  of  reftraint. 
This  garment,  in  its  form  and  folds,  is  far  from  being  ungraceful  ; and, 
when  aided  by  the  richnefs  of  the  fur,  wants  nothing  but  cleanlinefs 
to  make  it  a veftment  of  the  moft  pleafing  defcription. 

They  have  alfo  another  garment,  made  from  the  inner  bark  of  the 
pine-tree  and  the  filaments  of  the  nettle. — Thefe  are  tteeped  for  feme 
time  in  urine  ; and  having  been  well  beaten,  they  are  feparated  into 
threads,  which  is  a matter  of  no  great  fkill.  A certain  quantity  of  thefe 
threads  joined  together,  form  one  of  the  ttronger  thongs,  a number  of 
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which  are  prepared  twice  the  length  of  the  garment,  and  laid  double 
acrofs  a long  flick  ; when  they  are  readily  platted  into  the  kinds  of  mat  of 
which  this  article  of  the  Nootkan  drefs  is  made.  The  women  are  very 
expert  at  this  bufinefs,  which  is  one  of  their  principal  employments. — 
This  garment,  from  its  clofe  contexture,  is  warm,  and,  when  new  and 
clean,  is  rather  of  an  elegant  appearance,  efpecially  when  its  edges 
are  trimmed  with  a narrow  fringe  of  the  fea -otter’s  skin;  but  the 
filth  of  the  houfes,  and  the  perfonal  nattinefs  of  the  people, , almoft 
immediately  foils,  and  of  courfe  deftroys  its  beauty:  the  natives  call 
it  a cotfack , and  wear  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  dreffes  of  skin 
and  fur. 

The  cap  which  they  ufe  as  a covering  for  their  head,  is  of  a conic 
form,  made  of  matting,  and  of  fo  clofe  a texture  as  to  be  capable  of 
holding  water.  It  is  ornamented  with  painted  reprefentations  of  birds 
and  other  animals,  and  fattened  by  a leathern  thong,  tied  beneath  the 
chin.  There  is,  without  doubt,  a very  great  convenience  in  this  part  of 
their  drefs,  but  it  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  add  to  the  grace  or  fierce- 
nefs  of  their  appearance. 

Their  faces  are  generally  painted  with  a fort  of  red  ochre:  in  vifits  of 
ceremony  every  part  of  their  body  is  bedaubed  with  it,  which  makes 
them  of  a reddilh  hue,  and  difagreeable  appearance  ; and  being  mixed  with 
train-oil,  with  which  they  previoufly  anoint  themfelves,  is  accompanied 
with  a rancid  fmell.  In  this  falhion  of  painting  themfelves  they  adopt 
various  modes,  which,  as  it  appeared  to  us,  they  appropriate  to  certain 
occafions.  When  they  go  on  a war  expedition,  black  is  a prevalent 
colour,  laid  on  in  ttreaks,  on  a white  ground  ; we  have  fometimes  alfo 
feen  them  painted  entirely  white ; and,  at  other  times,  of  a bright  red, 
over  which  they  ttrewed  a fhining  fand,  which  has  been  already  deferibed. 

But 
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But  In  whatever  fafhion  they  thought  proper  to  colour  themfelves,  they 
appeared  to  us  equally  difgufting  ; it  was,  if  we  may  ufe  the  expreifion, 
when  they  were  in  defhabille,  that  they  appeared  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. 

The  ears  of  the  men  are  univerfally  perforated.  Some  of  thefe  have 
feveral  holes,  in  which  they  fix  fmall  leathern  thongs,  firung  either  with 
porcupines  quills,  fmall  pieces  of  copper,  or  any  other  ornament  they 
could  procure  from  us.  But  buttons,  when  they  could  be  obtained,  fup- 
planted  all  other  articles,  and  we  have  fometimes  feen  their  ears  drawn 
down  almoft  to  their  fhoulders  by  the  weight  of  them.  The  feptum,  or 
that  part  of  the  nofe  which  divides  the  noftrils,  is  alfo  fometimes  perfo- 
rated, from  whence  pieces  of  copper,  iron  or  tin,  fhaped  in  various  ways, 
are  fufpended. — They  wear  alfo,  round  their  wrifts,  a kind  of  bracelet, 
made  of  metal,  or  of  leather  ftrung  with  fhells,  and  fometimes  of  a 
number  of  fimple  thongs  of  leather.  They  apply  the  fame  kind  of  or- 
nament to  their  ancles  ; but  with  a greater  number  of  thongs,  and  a pro- 
portionable encreafe  in  the  fize  of  the  beads  or  other  decorations. 

Thedrefs  of  the  women  very  materially  differs  from  that  of  the  men  ; 
and  is  calculated,  with  great  modefly,  to  prevent  that  perfonal  expofure 
which  accompanies  the  drefs  of  the  other  fex.  They  are  never  buffered 
to  wear  the  fea-otter  fkin,  or  furs  of  any  kind,  as  far  as  we  could 
obferve,  — Their  dreifes  are  made  of  mats,  manufactured  by  them- 
felves, in  the  form  of  a fluff,  without  fleeves,  which  falls  down 
to  the  ancle.  A kind  of  mantle,  with  a hole  in  the  middle,  paffes 
over  their  head,  and  is  contrived  to  cover  their  arms  without  reftraining 
their  motion;  though  it  very  feldom  happens  that  in  any  of  their  em- 
ployments more  than  half  the  arm  becomes  vifible.  A cap  of  the 
fame  kind  as  that  of  the  men,  compleats  their  drefs.  Their  long 
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black  hair  hangs  down  their  back  ; but  they  are  not  allowed  to  employ 
any  other  paint  but  of  a red  colour,  which,  however,  they  ufe  in  great 
profufion.  We  obferved  very  few  of  them  who  were  adorned  with  the 
nofe  or  ear  decorations. 

But  thefe  are  the  drefles  of  peace  ; — the  people  of  Nootka  have  another 
for  war,  and  is  admirably  contrived  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  is  put  on.  It  con  lifts  of  a thick  leathern  frock  or  doublet,  made  from 
the  skin  of  the  elk,  cut  into  a fringe  at  the  fides  and  neck,  and  adorned 
on  the  other  parts  with  taftels  of  leather  : it  reaches  from  the  neck  to  the 
heels,  and  is  painted  with  various  devices.  This  garment  is  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  refit  the  arrows  or  even  the  fpears  of  their  enemies,  as  by 
hanging  loofe  it  yields  to  the  force,  and  checks  the  progrefs  both  of 
one  and  the  other.  It  may,  therefore,  be  confidered  as  a very  complete 
defenfive  armour.  This  drefs  is  accompanied  with  a mask  reprefenting 
the  head  of  fome  animal  ; it  is  made  of  wood,  with  the  eyes,  teeth,  &c. 
and  is  a work  of  conliderable  ingenuity.  Of  thefe  masks  they  have 
a great  variety,  which  are  applicable  to  certain  circumftances  and  occa- 
fions.  Thofe,  for  example,  which  reprefent  the  head  of  the  otter,  or  any 
other  marine  animals,  are  ufed  only  when  they  go  to  hunt  them. — In 
their  war  expeditions,  but  at  no  other  time,  they  cover  the  whole  of 
their  drefs  with  large  bear-skins.  They  alfo  adorn  their  heads  with 
feathers  and  the  down  of  birds, — a cuftom  which  they  rigidly  obferve 
in  their  firft  approach  to  ft  rangers. 

When  we  firft  faw  them  drefled  in  this  manner,  their  ferocious  ap- 
pearance was  rather  alarming,  but  this  fingular  mode  of  difguiling  them- 
felves,  loft  its  deformity  by  a familiar  intercourfe,  and  being  continually 
in  the  habit  of  obferving  the  chara&er  of  this  inoffenfive  people.  When 
fitting  in  their  houfes  and  converfing  with  their  families,  they  loft  all  that 
5 air 
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air  of  ferocity  which  they  derived  from  the  d refs  we  have  juft  defcribed. — 
They  were,  in  general,  courteous  to  us,  and  affable  to  each  other  ; and 
they  feemed  to  entertain  fomething  like  a very  correct  notion  of  right  and 
wrong;  being  confident  when  adting  with  reftitude,  and  diffident  when 
doing  any  thing  under  an  oppofite  influence  : for  I do  not  recoiled!  a 
Angle  inftance,  where  the  reproach  we  made  them  on  any  detection,  was 
not  attended  with  the  moft  evident  fenfe  of  fliame.  It  would  not,  per- 
haps, be  the  beft  ground  to  form  a judgment  of  their  real  character  by 
their  immediate  conduct  to  us,  as  that  might  take  its  drape  from  the  fear  of 
our  power,  or  the  hope  of  our  favour.  But  in  their  demeanour  to  each 
other,  we  frequently  faw  thofe  attentions,  and  difcovered  thofe  friendly 
difpofitions  which  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  amiable  qualities  they  pof- 
fefs.  On  the  other  hand,  their  fanguinary  appetites  and  cannibal  pro- 
penfities  were  but  too  evident ; fo  that  we  were  divided  between  our  re- 
gard and  abhorrence  of  the  Nootkan  people. 

Callicum  and  Hanapa  both  declared  their  averfion  to  the  practice  of 
eating  human  flefh  ; at  the  fame  time  they  acknowledged  it  exifted  among 
them,  and  that  Maquilla  was  fo  much  attached  to  this  deteftable  ban- 
quet, as  to  kill  a Have  every  moon,  to  gratify  his  unnatural  appetite.— 
Thefe  chiefs,  with  every  look  and  expreflion  of  abhorrence,  gave  us  the 
following  account  of  this  bloody  ceremony. 

The  number  of  Maquiila’s  (laves  were  very  confiderable,  not  only  atNoot- 
ka,  but  in  other  parts  of  his  territories.  And  when  the  fatal  day  arrived 
which  was  to  be  celebrated  by  the  feaft  of  an  human  vidlim,  a certain 
number  of  thefe  (laves  were  a (fern  bled  in  the  houfe  of  the  fovereigm 

O 

chief,  who  feledled  the  objedl  to  be  eaten  by  him  and  his  guefts,. 
in  the  following  curious  manner:— The  inferior  chiefs  who  were 
invited  to  partake  of  the  approaching  banquet,  performed  the  cere- 
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monies  which  were  appointed  to  precede  it: — thefe  confift  of  tinging 
the  war  fong,  dancing  round  the  fire,  and  fomenting  the  flames,  by 
throwing  oil  into  them.  A bandage  is  then  tied  over  the  eyes  of  Ma- 
quilla,  who  in  this  blindfold  frate  is  to  feize  a Have.  His  activity  in 
the  purfuit,  with  the  alarms  and  exertions  of  thefe  unhappy  wretches 
in  avoiding  it,  form  another  part  of  this  inhuman  bufinefs.  But  it  is 
feldom  a work  of  delay, — fome  one  of  thefe  flaves  is  foon  caught, — death 
inftantly  follows, — the  devoted  carcafe  is  immediately  cut  in  pieces, 
and  its  reeking  portions  diftributed  to  the  guefls  : when  an  univerfal 
fhout  of  thofe  who  have  efcaped,  declares  the  joy  of  their  deliverance. 

We  were  not  by  any  means  difpofed  to  give  credit  to  this  extraordinary 
action,  and  rather  imagined  that  it  was  invented  to  injure  Maquilla  in 
our  opinion  ; for  when  we  recollected  that  the  pillow  of  Callicum  was 
filled  with  human  fculls,  we  could  not  but  fufpeCt  if  the  former  was 
a cannibal,  that  the  latter  was  alfo  of  the  fame  defcription.  Our  fubfe- 
quent  enquiries,  however,  confirmed  all  that  Callicum  had  afferted; — 
and  many  of  the  natives  affured  us  that  he  was  an  honourable  exception 
to  the  general  difpofition  of  the  Nootkan  people  to  human  flefli.  The 
fculls  on  which  he  repofed  might,  indeed,  be  the  remains  of  his  ancefiors  ; 
or,  which  is  more  probable,  the  trophies  of  his  prowefs,  and  preferved 
by  him  to  record  his  valour;  as  ftandards  taken  from  an  enemy,  in  the 
wars  of  polifhed  nations,  are  hung  up  as  enfigns  of  their  glory,  in  the 
public  places  of  their  metropolitan  cities. 

A circumftance  however  took  place  very  foon  after  we  had  received 
the  information  we  have  juft  related,  which  induced  Maquilla  himfelf  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  this  cruel  hiftory,  and  to  name  even  the  very  time 
when  the  laft  fcene  of  his  tragic  gluttony  was  a&ed  by  him. 


It 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


It  fo  happened  that  the  chief,  in  afcending  the  fide  of  the  (hip,  by  fome 
untoward  accident  received  an  hurt  in  his  leg.  Orders  were  immediately 
given  to  the  furgeon  to  do  what  was  neceffary  on  the  occafion  ; and  when 
he  was  about  to  apply  a plaifter  to  the  wound,  Maquilla  abfolutely  refu- 
fed  to  fuffer  the  application,  but  fucked  himfelf  the  blood  which  flowed 
freely  from  it  : and  when  we  exprefled  our  aftonifhment  and  difguft  at 
his  condudl,  he  replied,  by  licking  his  lips,  patting  his  belly,  and  ex- 
claiming cloojh , cloojh  ; or  good,  good.  Nor  did  he  now  hefltate  to  confers 
that  he  eat  human  flefh,  and  to  exprefs  the  delight  he  took  in  banquet- 
ing on  his  fellow  creatures.  Nay,  he  not  only  avowed  the  pradlice  of 
which  he  had  been  accufed,  but  informed  us,  as  we  flood  fhuddering  at 
the  ftory,  that,  a very  fhort  time  before,  the  ceremony  of  killing  and 
eating  a flave  had  taken  place  even  in  Friendly  Cove.  We  terrified  him 
however  into  a promife,  that  no  fuch  barbarity  fhould  be  again  pradlifed 
by  himfelf,  or  any  others  in  his  territories  ; and  gave  him  to  underhand, 
with  the  moft  determined  tone  and  look  we  could  aflume,  that  he  him- 
felf fhould  not  long  furvive  another  repetition  of  it. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


Employments  of  the  Men  of  Nootka. — They  conffi,  in  general,  of  hunting 
different  Marine  and  Land  Animals . — Killing  the  Whale , &c.  dffcribed. — 
Method  of  hunting  the  Sea-Otter , the  Seal , &c. — Their  more  do  me  flic  Occu- 
pations.— Making  Implements  for  Fifing  and  War. — Their  Canoes  : — A De- 
fcription  of  them. — A particular  Manner  of  Fifing. — Employments  of  the 
Women. — Manner  of  collecting  and  preferving  the  Roes  of  Fif. — The 
Difpoftion  of  the  People  to  War. — - The  Cujlom  of  exchanging  their  Women . — 
Their  Religion , &c.  &c. 

TH  E occupations  of  the  men  on  this  coaft  were  fuch  as  arofe  from 
their  particular  fituation.  Fifhing,  and  hunting  the  land  or  larger 
marine  animals,  either  for  food  or  furs,  form  their  principal  employ- 
ments.— The  common  bufinefsof  fifhing  for  ordinary  fuftenance  is  carried 
on  by  (laves,  or  the  lower  clafs  of  people  : — While  the  more  noble  occu- 
pation of  killing  the  whale  and  hunting  the  fea-otter,  is  followed  by  none 
but  the  chiefs  and  warriors. 

Their  dexterity  in  killing  the  whale  is  not  eafily  deferibed,  and  the 
facility  with  which  they  convey  fo  huge  a creature  to  their  habitations  is 
no  lefs  remarkable.  When  it  is  determined  to  engage  in  whale-hunting, 
which  the  mod;  ftormy  weather  does  not  prevent,  the  chief  prepares  him- 
felf,  with  no  common  ceremony,  for  this  noble  diverfion. — He  is  cloathed 
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on  the  occafion  in  the  fea-otter’s  fkin  ; his  body  is  befmeared  with  oil, 
and  daubed  with  red  ochre  ; and  he  is  accompanied  by  the  mod:  brave, 
active,  and  vigorous  people  in  his  fervice. 

The  canoes  employed  on  this  occafion  are  of  a fize  between  their  war 
canoes  and  thole  they  ufie  on  ordinary  occafions  ; they  are  admirably  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofe,  and  are  capable  of  holding,  conveniently,  eighteen 
or  twenty  men. 

The  harpoons  which  they  ufe  to  fitrike  the  whale  or  any  other  fea- 
animal,  except  the  otter,  are  contrived  with  no  common  fkill.  The 
draft  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty-eight  feet  in  length  ; at  the  end  whereof 
is  fixed  a large  piece  of  bone,  cut  in  notches,  which  being  fpliced  to 
the  lhaft,  ferves  as  a fecure  hold  for  the  harpoon,  which  is  fadened  to 
it  with  thongs. — The  harpoon  is  of  an  oval  form,  and  rendered  extreme- 
ly lharp  at  the  fides  as  well  as  the  point; — it  is  made  out  of  a large 
mufcle-drell,  and  is  fixed  into  another  piece  of  bone,  about  three  inches 
long,  and  to  which  a line  is  fadened  made  of  the  linews  of  certain 
beads,  of  feveral  fathoms  in  length  ; this  is  again  attached  to  the  draft; 
fo  that  when  the  fidr  is  pierced,  the  lhaft  floats  on  the  water  by  means 
of  feal-skins  filled  with  wind,  or  the  ventilated  bladders  of  fidr,  which 
^re  fecurely  attached  to  it. 

The  chief  himfelf  is  the  principal  harpooner,  and  is  the  firft  that 
drikes  the  whale. — He  is  attended  by  feveral  canoes  of  the  fame  fize 
as  his  own,  filled  with  people  armed  with  harpoons,  to  be  employed  as  oc- 
cafion may  require.  When  the  huge  fidr  feels  the  fmart  of  the  fird  wea- 
pon, heindantly  dives,  and  carries  the  draft  with  ail  its  bladders  along  with 
him.  The  boats  immediately  follow  his  wake,  and  as  he  rifes,  continue 
to  fix  their  weapons  in  him,  till  he  finds  it  impoffible  for  him  to  fink, 
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from  the  number  of  floating  buoys  which  are  now  attached  to  his  body. 
The  whale  then  drowns,  and  is.  towed  on  flaore  with  great  noife  and 
rejoicings.  It  is  then  immediately  cut  up,  when  part  is  dedicated  to 
the  feafc  which  concludes  the  day,  and  the  remainder  divided  among 
thofe  who  have  fhared  in  the  dangers  and  glory  of  it. 

V- 

- 

The  taking  of  the  fea-otter  is  attended  with  far  greater  hazard  as  well 
as  trouble.  For  this  purpofe  two  very  fmall  canoes  are  prepared,  in 
each  of  which  are  two  expert  hunters.  The  indruments  they  em- 
ploy on  this  occahon  are  bows  and  arrows,  and  a fmall  harpoon.  The 
latter  differs,  in  fome  degree,  from  that  which  they  ufe  in  hunting  the 
whale  ; the  draft  is  much  the  fame,  and  is  pointed  with  bone  ; but  the 
harpoon  itfelf  is  of  a greater  length,  and  fo  notched  and  barbed,  that 
when  it  has  once  entered  the  flefli,  it  is  almod  impoflible  to  extricate  it. 
This  is  attached  to  the  draft  by  feveral  fathoms  of  line  of  fufficient 
drength  to  drag  the  otter  to  the  boat.  The  arrows  are  fmall,  and  pointed 
with  bone,  formed  into  a fingle  barb.  Thus  equipped,  the  hunters  pro- 
ceed among  the  rocks  in  fearclr  of  their  prey.  Sometimes  they  furprife 
him  deeping  on  his  back,  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ; and,  if  they 
can  get  near  the  animal  without  awakening  him,  which  requires  infinite 
precaution,  he  is  eafily  harpooned  and  dragged  to  the  boat,  when  a 
fierce  battle  very  often  enfues  between  the  otter  and  the  hunters, 
who  are  frequently  wounded  by  the  claws  and  teeth  of  the  ani- 
mal. The  more  common  mode,  however,  of  taking  him  is  by  pur- 
fuit,  which  is  fometimes  continued  for  feveral  hours.— As  he  cannot  re- 
main under  water  but  for  a very  fhort  time,  the  skill  in  this  chace 
confids  in  diredling  the  canoes  in  the  fame  line  that  the  otter  takes  when 
under  the  water,  at  which  time  he  fwims  with  a degree  of  celerity  that 
greatly  exceeds  that  of  his  purfuers.  They  therefore  feparate,  in  order 
to  have  the  better  chance  of  wounding  him  with  their  arrows  at  the 
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moment  he  rifes;  though  it  often  happens  that  this  wary  and  cunning 
animal  efcapes  from  the  danger  which  furrounds  him. 

It  has  been  obferved,  in  the  account  already  given  of  the  otter, 
that  when  they  are  overtaken  with  their  young  ones,  the  parental 
affection  fuperfedes  all  fenfe  of  danger;  and  both  the  male  and  female 
defend  their  offspring  with  the  mo  ft  furious  courage,  tearing  out  the 
arrows  and  harpoons  fixed  in  them  with  their  teeth,  and  oftentimes, 
even  attacking  the  canoes,  On  thefe  occafions,  however,  they  and 
their  litter  never  fail  of  yielding  to  the  power  of  the  hunters.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  taking  the  otter  might  indeed  occafion  fome  degree  of  furprife 
at  the  number  of  the  skins  which  the  natives  appear  to  have  in  ufe,  and 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade.  But  the  circumftance  may  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  conftant  exercife  of  this  advantageous  occupation  ; 
fcarce  a day  paffes,  but  numbers  are  eagerly  employed  in  the  purfuit 
of  it. 

The  feal  is  alfo  an  animal  very  difficult  to  take,  on  account  of  its. 
being  able  to  remain  under  water.  Artifices  are  therefore  made  ufe  of 
to  decoy  him  within  reach  of  the  boats  ; and  this  is  done  in  general  by 
the  means  of  mafks  of  wood  made  in  fo  exadt  a refemblance  of  nature,, 
that  the  animal  takes  it  for  one  of  his  own  fpecies,  and  falls  a prey  to 
the  deception.  On  fuch  occafions,  fome  of  the  natives  put  on  thefe. 
masks,  and  hiding  their  bodies  with  branches  of  trees  as  they  lie  among 
the  rocks,  the  feals  are  tempted  to  approach  fo  near  the  fpot,  as  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  the  natives  to  pierce  them  With  their  arrows.  Si- 
milar artifices  are  employed  againft  the  fea-cow,  &c.  The  otters,  as 
well  as  fome  of  the  land  animals,  are,  we  believe,  occaftonally  taken,  in 
the  fame  manner.. 
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The  -very  preparation  for  the  bufinefs  of  hunting  and  fifliing,  re- 
quires no  frnall  portion  of  domeftic  employment.  Their  harpoons, 
lines,  fifh-hooks,  bows  and  arrows,  and  other  implements  neceflary  in 
the  different  purfuits  of  peace  and  war,  muff  make  a very  great  demand 
upon  their  time.  Betides,  they  contrived  to  forge  the  metals  they  re- 
ceived from  us  into  various  ornaments,  after  their  fafhion,  for  their 
favourite  wives  or  miftreffes.  In  thefe  domeftic  operations  the  boys 
were  always  made  to  give  their  affiftance,  and  learn  to  form  the  mate- 
rials with  which  they  were  hereafter  to  gain  their  fuftenance  and  their 
glory. 

The  ingenuity  of  thefe  people  in  all  the  different  arts  that  is  necef- 
fary  to  their  fupport  and  their  pleafure,  is  matter  of  juft  admiration 
to  the  more  cultivated  parts  of  the  globe.  Nature,  that  fond  and 
bounteous  parent  to  her  children  of  every  kind,  has  left  none  of  them 
without  thofe  means  which  are  capable  of  producing  the  relative 
happinefs  of  all.  But  the  raoft  laborious,  as  well  as  moft  curious 
employment  in  which  we  faw  the  natives  of  Nootka  engaged,  (for  we  had 
no  opportunity  of  feeing  them  conftruCt  one  of  their  enormous  houfes,) 
was  the  making  their  canoes  ; which  was  a work  of  no  common  Ikill 
and  ability.  Thefe  boats  are,  many  of  them,  capable  of  containing  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  men,  with  eafe  and  convenience  ; and  at  the  fame  time 
are  elegantly  moulded  and  highly  finifhed  ; and  this  curious  work  is  ac- 
complilhed  with  utenfils  of  ftone  made  by  themfelves. 

They  even  manufactured  tools  from  the  iron  which  they  ob- 
tained from  us ; and  it  was  very  feldom  that  we  could  perfuade  them 
to  make  ufe  of  any  of  our  utenfils  in  preference  to  their  own,  except 
the  faw,  whofe  obvious  power  in  diminifihing  their  labour,  led  them 
to  adopt  it  without  hefitation.  In  particular,  they  contrived  to  forge 
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from  the  iron  they  procured  of  us,  a kind  of  tool,  which  anfwered  the 
purpofe  of  hollowing  out  large  trees  much  better  than  any  utenfil  we 
could  give  them.  This  bufinefs  they  accomplifhed  by  main  ftrength, 
with  a flat  ftone  by  way  of  anvil,  and  a round  one  which  ferved 
the  purpofe  of  an  hammer  ; and  with  thefe  inftruments  they  lhaped  rhe 
iron  from  the  fire  into  a tool  bearing  fome  refemblance  to  a cooper’s 
adze,  which  they  fattened  to  an  handle  of  wood  with  cords  made 
of  finews  ; and  being  fharpened  at  the  end,  was  extremely  well  adapted 
to  the  ufes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

Their  large  war  canoes  were  generally  fi nifhed  on  the  fpot  where  the 
trees  grew  of  which  they  are  made  ; and  then  dragged  to  the  water- 
fide.  We  have  feen  fome  of  them  which  were  fifty-three  feet  in  length, 
and  eight  feet  in  breadth.  The  middle  part  of  thefe  boats  is  the  broadeft, 
and  gradually  narrows  to  a point  at  each  end  ; but  their  head  or  prow  is 
generally  much  higher  than  the  ttern. 

As  their  bottoms  are  rounded  and  their  fides  flam  out,  they  have  confe- 
quently  fufficient  bearings,  and  fwim  firmly  in  the  water.  They  have  no 
feats,  but  feveral  pieces  of  wood,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  are  fixed 
acrofs  them,  to  keep  the  fides  firm,  and  preferve  them  from  being  warped. 
The  rowers  generally  fit  on  their  hams,  but  fometimes  they  make  ufe  of  a 
kind  of  fmall  ftool,  which  is  a great  relief  to  them.  In  the  a£l  of  embark- 
ing they  are  extremely  cautious,  each  man  regularly  taking  the  ftation  to 
which  he  has  been  accuflomed.  Some  of  thefe  canoes  are  polifhed  and 
painted,  or  curioufly  ttudded  with  human  teeth,  particularly  on  the 
ftern  and  the  prow.  The  fides  were  fometimes  adorned  with  the 
figure  of  a dragon  with  a long  tail,  of  much  the  fame  form  as  we  fee 
on  the  porcelain  of  China,  and  in  the  fanciful  paintings  of  our  own  coun- 
try. We  were  much  ftruck  with  this  circumftance,  and  took  fome 
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pains  to  get  at  the  hifiory  of  it  ; but  it  was  among  many  other  of  our 
enquiries  to  which  we  could  not  obtain  any  fatisfaCtory  anfwer. 

After  we  had  been  fome  time  in  King  George’s  Sound,  the  natives  began 
to  make  ufe  of  fails  made  of  mats,  in  imitation  of  ours.  We  had,  indeed, 
rigged  one  of  Hanna’s  large  canoes  for  him,  with  a pendant,  &c.  &c.  of 
which  he  was  proud  beyond  meafure;  and  he  never  approached  the  fhip 
but  he  hoifted  his  pendant,  to  the  very  great  diverfion  of  our  feamen. 

The  paddles  are  nicely  fhaped  and  well  polifhed  with  fifh-skin  : they 
are  about  five  feet  fix  inches  in  length;  and  the  blade,  which  is  about  two 
feet  long,  is  pointed  like  a leaf,  and  the  point  itfelf  is  lengthened  feveral 
inches,  and  is  about  one  broad.  At  the  end  of  the  handle  there  is  a 
tranfverfe  piece  of  wood  like  the  top  of  a crutch.  Thefe  paddles  the 
natives  ufe  in  a moft  dextrous  manner,  and  urge  on  the  canoes  with 
inconceivable  fwiftnefs. 

In  no  one  circumftance  of  their  different  occupations  do  the  natives 
of  Nootka  difeover  more  dexterity  than  in  that  of  fifhing.  They  how- 
ever always  preferred  their  own  hooks,  which  were  made  from  fhells,  or 
the  bone  of  fifh,  to  ours  ; nor  indeed  would  they  ever  make  ufe  of  the 
latter;  but  our  lines  they  confidered  as  very  fuperior  to  thofe  of  their 
own  manufacture.  Thefe  aire  made  from  the  finews  of  the  whale, 
which  furnifhes  them  with  the  materials  of  all  their  different  cordage, — 
or  from  fea-weed,  which  grows  on  the  coaft  in  great  abundance.  This 
is  fplit,  boiled,  and  dried,  when  it  forms  a very  tough  and  ftrongline. 

But  befides  the  common  pra&ice  of  angling,  they  have  a very  parti- 
cular method  of  taking  herrings,  fardines,  &c.  This  is  managed  with 
a flick  or  pole  about  eighteen  feet  long,  with  a blade  of  twelve  or  four- 
teen 
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teen  inches  broad,  and  fix  feet  long,  on  both  Tides  of  which  are  fixed  a 1788. 

number  of  lharp  pieces  or  points  of  bone,  about  three  inches  in  length.  S£PIEMEKR* 

When  the  fhoal  of  filh  appears,  they  ftrike  this  inftrument  into  the  water, 
and  feldom  fail  of  bringing  up  three  or  four  fiih  at  every  ftroke. — 

We  have  often  feen  a fmall  canoe  nearly  filled  with  herrings,  &c.  in 
a very  fhort  time,  by  this  eafy  method  of  fifhing. 

But,  although  thefe  people  are  fo  dextrous  in  their  various  employments, 
and  fo  active  when  in  a ftate  of  exertion,  they  are  naturally  of  an  indo- 
lent and  lazy  difpofition  ; and  would,  in  general,  prefer  to  idle  away 

their  time  in  the  filth  of  their  habitations,  than  go  forth  to  the  ho- 

nourable and  diftinguilhing,  as  well  as  necefl'ary,  duties  of  killing  the 
whale  and  hunting  the  otter.  We  have  oftentimes  feen  the  bufy  Cal- 
licum  obliged  to  exert  his  compulfory  power  to  call  them  from  their 
domeftic  indulgence,  to  throw  the  harpoon,  or  let  fly  the  arrow. 

The  women  have  alfo  their  appointed  occupations.  It  is  their  de- 
partment to  clean  the  fea-otter  skins,  and  ftretch  them  on  frames,  which 
they  perform  with  habitual  ingenuity.  Every  branch  of  culinary  fci- 
ence,  as  well  as  of  the  houfehold  oeconomy,  is  likewife  committed  to 
them  ; and  it  is  among  their  duties  to  keep  watch  during  the  night,  in 
order  to  alarm  the  men  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  incurfion  of  an  enemy. — 

They  not  only  drefs  the  provifions  for  the  day,  but  prepare  the  ftores 
for  winter  fuftenance. — The  garments  which  have  been  already  defcribed 
as  made  from  the  bark  of  trees,  are  of  female  manufacture.  They  alfo 
colled  the  wild  fruits  and  efculent  plants  that  are  found  in  the  woods, 
or  take  the  (hell-filh,  which  are  in  great  plenty  among  the  rocks,  or  on  the 
fea-fide.  When  the  canoes  return  from  their  little  voyages,  they  are  em- 
ployed in  unlading  them  of  their  cargoes,  hauling  them  on  the  beach,  and 
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covering  them  with  branches  of  the  pine,  as  a protection  from 
the  weather.  On  all  thefe  occafions,  however,  the  female  flaves 
take  a proportionable  fhare  of  the  labour.  They  have  alfo  their 
conjugal  and  maternal  duties  ; nor  {hall  we  be  fo  unjuft  as  not  to 
mention  that  the  women  of  Nootka  are  tender  mothers  and  affec- 
tionate wives  : indeed  we  have  beheld  inftances  of  fondnefs  for  their 
children,  and  regard  for  their  hufbands,  which  mark  the  influence  of 
thofe  fenfibilities  that  form  the  chief  honour  of  the  female  character 
among  the  moft  polifhed  nations  of  the  globe. 

The  fea  is  the  great  market  to  which  thefe  people  refort,  and  where, 
as  has  already  been  made  to  appear,  a vaft  plenty  of  fifh  of  various 
kinds  is  purchafed  by  their  labour.  According  to  the  beft  information 
we  could  obtain,  the  ice  on  this  part  of  the  coaft,  feldom  or  never  pre- 
cludes them  from  having  accefs  to  the  fea  : though  the  very  precautions 
they  ufe  in  laying  up  {lores  for  winter,  and  the  hiftory  which  Air.  Mac- 
cay  gives  of  the  diftrefs  they  fuffered  while  he  was  amongft  them,  is 
an  evident  proof  that  they  fometimes  undergo  very  great  hardfhips  from 
want  of  provifions  during  the  cold  months.  Whatever  food  is  capable  of 
being  preferved,  they  do  not  fall  to  prepare  for  the  colder  feafons  of 
the  year.  Even  the  {pawn  of  fifh  is  confidered  as  a winter  {lore, 
and  collected  in  the  following  manner.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fum- 
mer,  they  fpread  at  the  head  of  the  founds  and  bays,  a great  quan- 
tity of  the  branches  of  trees,  on  which  the  {pawn  of  the  fifh  natu- 
rally incrufts  itfelf ; when,  at  a proper  period,  it  is  {fripped  off  and 
put  carefully  into  fifh  bladders.  This  kindofcavear  the  natives  confider 
as  a delicacy  both  in  its  dry  and  raw  flate.  The  roe  of  the  falmon  is 
alfo  flored  up  in  the  fame  manner  ; but  they  collcCt  it  from  the  fifh  itfelf, 
which  is  feen  in  autumn  almoll  burfting  with  this  favourite  article  of 
winter  luxury.  They  eat  it  as  well  as  all  their  dried  fifh  with  oil,  and 
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without  any  other  preparation.  As  it  has  been  found  neceffary  to 
mention  in  other  parts  of  this  volume,  the  different  animals  thefe  people 
take  for  food, — for  indeed  they  eat  every  thing,  more  or  lefs,  which  they 
take, — we  fhall  not  add  what  might  be  elfeemed  an  unneceffary  re- 
petition. 

A ifate  of  favage  life  is  univerfally  found  to  be  a ftate  of  warfare  ; 
and  the  Nootka  nations  are  not  only  in  frequent  hoft ilities  with  the  more 
diftant  tribes,  but  even  among  themfelves  ; particularly  Wicananifh  and 
Tatootche.  Stratagem  and  furprife  form  the  offenfive  points  of  their 
military  art  ; its  defenfive  operations,  if  we  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  are 
vigilance  and  precaution.  Their  villages,  &c.  therefore,  are  generally 
built  in  fituations  not  eafily  to  be  attacked  without  danger.  But  they 
do  not  trull:  to  any  fecurity  of  fituation  ; for  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  a 
continual  watch  is  kept  during  the  night  by  women,  who,  fitting  round 
their  fires,  keep  each  other  awTake,  by  relating  the  battles  of  their  nation, 
or  recounting  the  prowefs  and  gallant  deeds  of  their  hufbands  and  their 
children.  One  man  alone  performs  the  part  of  centinel  on  the  outfide  of 
the  houfe,  where  he  is  placed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  hear  the  lea  ft  noife 
that  may  be  made  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  water.  — Indeed,  this 
continual  vigilance  is  a moft  effential  part  of  their  government ; as  among 
thefe  favage  people  an  opportunity  of  gaining  advantage  is  oftentimes 
the  fignal  for  war  ; and,  therefore,  they  can  never  be  faid  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  peace : They  muft  live  in  conftant  expedition  of  an  enemy, 
and  never  relax  from  that  continual  preparation  againft  thofe  hoftilities 
and  incurfions  which  doom  the  captives  to  flavery  or  to  death. 


The  chiefs  of  this  country  have  a cuftom  which,  as  it  appears  prin- 
cipally to  be  derived  from  the  wars  of  the  different  ftates  with  each 
other,  maybe  mentioned  with  propriety  in  this  place.  This  cuftom 
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confifls  in  yielding  lip  their  wives  to,  or  interchanging  them  with,  each 
other.  A beautiful  woman  will  fometimes  occafion  a war  in  the  defarts 
of  Nootka,  as  it  formerly  did  in  the  fields  of  Troy:  a woman  is  fome- 
times found  neceffary  to  footh  a conqueror,  or  to  purchafe  a favourable 
article  in  a treaty.  Indeed,  the  privileges  which  the  chiefs  poffefs  of 
having  as  many  wives  as  they  pleafe,  may,  perhaps,  have  arifen  from 
an  experience  of  the  political  purpofes  to  which  female  charms  may 
be  applied  in  peace  or  in  war. 

We  could  not,  however,  but  obferve,  that  in  the  whole  diftrict  of 
Nootka,  the  women  did  not  appear  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  to  the 
men.  To  the  Northw’ard,  on  the  contrary,  the  number  of  females 
greatly  preponderates  ; a circumftance  which  will  engage  fome  degree 
of  curiofity,  as  it  is  hereafter  defcribed  in  one  of  thofe  chapters  which 
contain  the  voyage  of  the  Jphigenia  from  Samboingan  to  Nootka  Sound. 

The  marriage  ceremonies  of  thefe  people  confifi:  of  nothing  more  than 
a feaft  given  by  the  friends  pf  the  parties.  With  what  rites  or  forms 
they  confign  the  dead  to  their  laft  abode,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving.  We  remember  to  have  feen  fmall  oblong  boxes,  which  contained 
the  dead  bodies  of  children  hanging  on  the  branches  of  trees  ; and 
which,  as  we  underftood,  wrere,  after  a certain  time,  taken  down  and 
buried;  but  we  rather  think  this  cuftom  was  peculiar  to  children,  as 
we  never  faw  the;  remains  of  any  perfon  of  full  growth  in  fuch  a 
fituation. 

Of  the  religion  of  thefe  people  we  have  no  very  corredt  idea  ; but  fhall 
relate  what  we  know  of  thofe  principles  which  connedt  them  with  the 
Deity,  and  their  prefent  life  with  one  that  is  to  come.  In  mod  of  their 
houfes  they  have,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  certain  huge  idols  or 
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images,  to  whom  we  never  faw  them  pay  any  mark  of  common  refpedl, 
much  lefs  of  worfhip  or  adoration.  Thefe  mifhapen  figures  occupied,  as 
it  appeared,  fomewhat  of  a diftinguifhed  and  appropriate  place,  wherever 
we  faw  them  ; but  they  feemed  to  have  no  exclufive  privilege  whatever, 
and  {hared  the  common  filth  of  thofe  who  lived  beneath  the  fame  roof 
with  them.  Indeed,  we  had  for  fome  time,  no  reafon  for  fuppofing 
that  they  had  an  idea  of  a Deity,  till  we  explained  to  them  the  caufe  of 
our  fufpenfion  from  labour  on  Sunday  ; and  we  fhould  have  quitted  Ame- 
rica in  a total  ignorance,  as  to  any  principle  of  their  faith,  if  the  fon  of 
Hanapa,  a boy  of  very  uncommon  fagacity  for  a native  of  Nootka,  had 
not  unfolded  to  us  the  following  very  concife  hiftory  of  their  religion  ; 
which,  however,  is  fufficient  to  prove  that  they  enjoy  the  common 
and  confolatory  belief  of  the  intelledtual  world  in  a future  and  better 
{date  of  exigence. 

This  difcovery  arofe  from  our  enquiries  on  a fubjedl  of  avery  different 
nature. — On  exprefiing  our  wi(h  to  be  informed  by  what  means  they  be- 
came acquainted  with  copper,  and  why  it  was  fuch  a peculiar  objedt 
of  their  admiration, — this  intelligent  young  man  told  us  all  he  knew,  and 
as  we  believe  all  that  is  known  by  his  nation  on  the  fubjedl.  Where 
words  were  wanting,  or  not  intelligible,  which  frequently  happened  in 
the  courfe  of  his  narration,  he  fupplied  the  deficiency  by  thofe  exprefiive 
adtions  which  nature  or  neceflity  feems  to  have  communicated  to  people 
whofe  language  is  confined  ; and  the  young  Mootkan  difcovered  fomuch 
{kill  in  conveying  his  ideas  by  figns  and  fymbols,  as  to  render  his  dif- 
courfe  perfedlly  intelligible  whenever  he  found  it  necefiary  to  have  re~ 
courie  to  them.  He  related  his  ftory  in  the  following  manner  : — 

He  firfl  placed  a certain  number  of  flicks  on  the  ground,  at  fmall  dis- 
tances from  each  other,  to  which  he  gave  feparate  names.  Thus  he  called 
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the  firll  his  father  and  the  next  his  grandfather  : he  then  took  what  remain- 
ed, and  threw  them  all  into  confulion  together;  as  much  as  to  lay  that  they 
were  the  general  heap  of  his  anceflors,  whom  he  could  not  individually 
reckon.  He  then,  pointing  to  this  bundle,  faid  that  when  they  lived,  an 
old  man  entered  the  Sound  in  a copper  canoe,  with  copper  paddles, 
and  every  thing  elfe  in  his  polfeflion  of  the  fame  metal  : — That  he  paddled 
along  the  fhore,  on  which  all  the  people  were  alfembled,  to  contemplate 
fo  flrange  a light  ; and  that,  having  thrown  one  of  his  copper  paddles  on 
fhore,  he  himfelf  landed.  The  extraordinary  ftranger  then  told  the  natives, 
that  he  came  from  the  fky, — to  which  the  boy  pointed  with  his  hand, — 
that  their  country  would  one  day  be  deflroyed,  when  they  would  all  be 
killed,  and  rife  again  to  live  in  the  place  from  whence  he  came.  Our 
young  interpreter  explained  this  circumftance  of  his  narrative  by  lying 
down  as  if  he  were  dead  ; and  then,  riling  up  fuddenly,  he  imitated  the 
adtion  of  foaring  through  the  air. 

He  continued  to  inform  us  that  the  people  killed  the  old  man,  and 
took  his  canoe  ; and  that  from  this  event  they  derived  their  fondnefs  for 
copper.  He  alfo  gave  us  to  underftand  that  the  images  in  their  houfes 
were  intended  to  reprefent  the  form,  and  perpetuate  the  million  of  the  old 
man  who  came  from  the  fky. 

Such  was  the  imperfedl  tradition  which  we  received  of  what  may  be 
called  the  facred  hiftory  of  this  country,  and  on  which  the  inhabitants 
refled  the  common  hope  of  the  human  mind  in  every  flate  and  form  of 
our  nature, — that  there  will  be  an  exiflence  hereafter,  beyond  the  reach 
of  fublunary  forrow. 

Thus  have  we  given  fuch  an  account  of  this  people,  country,  and  the 
cufloms  of  it,  as  occurred  to  our  obfervation.  We  had  not  time,  even  if 

we 
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we  had  pofleffed  the  ability,  to  have  purfued  the  track  of  the  philo- 
fopher  and  the  naturalift.  We  had  other  objects  before  us  ; and  all  the 
knowledge  we  have  obtained  was,  as  it  were,  accidentally  acquired  in  the 
purfuit  of  them.  Of  the  country  we  had  no  reafon  to  complain,  and 
we  left  Nootka  Sound  with  no  fmall  fhare  of  efteem  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  it. 
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The  Felice  proceeds  on  her  Voyage. — Alarmed  at  the  Appearance  of  a Leah. 
— Obliged  to  lighten  the  Ship. — Arrive  of  Owhyhee , one  of  the  Sandwich 
Jfands. — Heave  to  in  Toe-yahyah  Bay. — Receive  great  Quantities  of  Provi- 
fons. — The  prefent  State  of  that  If  and. — Prefent  in  the  Name  of  Tiannato 
the  Chief  of  it. — The  Felice  leaves  Owhyhee. — Improvement  in  falling 
Provifions. — Pafs  the  Ifiands  of  Mowee , Ranai , Morotoi  and  JVoahoo. — 
Arrive  off  Atooi ; the  political  State  of  that  Ijland. — Proceed  to  Oneeheow. 
Friendly  Reception  at  that  Place. — Large  Quantity  of  Tams  procured.— 
Leave  a Letter  with  a confidential  Native  of  this  Ijland,  for  Captain 
Douglas. — Proceed  on  the  Voyage. — Male  the  Ijland  of  Botol  T obago  Xima. 
— Round  the  Rocks  of  Ville  Rete. — Make  the  Coafi  of  China. — Anchor  in 
the  Roads  of  Macao. 

w E now  return  to  the  progrefs  of  our  voyage. — During  the  night 
after  we  left  King  George’s  Sound,  it  blew  with  great  violence, 
accompanied  by  a very  heavy,  mountainous  fea, — the  (hip  labouring  in  a 
unufual  manner;  when  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  we  were 
alarmed  with  an  account  that  there  was  four  feet  water  in  the  hold  ; 
and  by  eight  o’clock  the  water  had  not  only  gained  on  us,  but  was  got 
above  the  ground  tier  of  casks,  which  made  me  at  firft  apprehend  that 
the  (hip,  from  her  exceflive  tumbling  and  rolling,  had  fprung  a dan- 
gerous leak.  The  pumps  had  been  kept  conftantly  at  work,  but  after 
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fome  time,  they  became  fo  choaked  with,  the  fmall  ballad:,  as  to  be 
no  longer  in  a condition  to  deliver  their  water.  While  the  carpenters 
were  repairing  them,  the  crew  were  employed  in  baling  the  water  from 
all  the  hatch-ways.  We  continued,  however,  to  purfue  our  courfe 
under  clofe-reefed  top-fails  and  fore-fail,  to  the  Southward,  with  the 
wind  from  the  North  Weft,  which  now  blew  a violent  gale,  and  the 
fhip  moved  heavily  and  flowly  through  the  fea,  from  the  great  quan- 
tity of  water  in  her  hull. 

Our  alarms  were  very  much  encreafed,  when  we  found  that  at  ten 
o’clock  the  water  continued  to  baffle  all  our  endeavours.  In  this  fitu- 
ation,  orders  were  given  to  bring  the  fhip  to,  which  was  accordingly 
done  under  the  clofe-reefed  main  top-fail  on  the  larboard  tacks.  I was 
confident  as  to  the  ftate  and  ftrength  of  the  veflel,  and  therefore  gave 
orders  for  all  the  fpars  and  booms  on  the  lee-fide  of  the  deck  to  be 
launched  overboard  without  delay,  which  was  no  very  eafy  bufinefs, 
from  their  fize  and  the  rolling  and  tumbling  of  the  fhip  : however,  with 
the  affiftance  of  hatchets  and  axes,  this  fide  of  the  deck  was  effedtually 
cleared  ; when  the  fhip  was  wore  immediately  and  put  on  the  other  tack, 
and  the  fame  operation  was  performed  on  the  other  fide,  which  lafted 
till  th  ree  o’clock,  when  the  fpars  were  all  launched  overboard,  and  we 
almoft  inftantaneoufly  felt  a good  effect,  by  the  diminution  of  the  water 
from  baling,  as  the  pumps  could  not  be  immediately  repaired. 

We  now  difcovered  the  caufe  of  our  paft  danger  to  have  arifen  from 
the  great  weight  of  timber  lodged  on  the  deck,  which,  with  the  heavy 
rolling  fea,  had  opened  her  feams,  and  given  paflage  to  fo  large  a quan- 
tity of  water.  After  this  operation,  however,  fhe  became  light  and 
buoyant,  and  we  purfued  our  courfe  with  renewed  fpirits  and  con- 
fidence. 
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Thus  we  continued,  without  the  intervention  of  any  occurrence 
worth  relating,  till  the  15th  of  October,  which  brought  us  into  fine 
and  ferene  weather ; when  being  in  the  latitude  of  the  Eaft-end  of  the 
Ifland  ofOwhyhee,  we  bore  up  Weft,  to  ftrikeTthe  ifland  on  the  parallel. 
Our  longitude,  by  account,  was  at  this  time  205°  65'  Eaft  of  Green- 
wich; whereas  by  obfervation  of  the  fun  and  moon,  it  was  209°  20'. 
There  being  fuch  a material  difference,  I preferred  the  lunar  obfer- 
vation. 

On  the  1 6th,  by  frefh  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  and  moon  and 
ftars,  we  were  in  the  longitude  of  20 70  44'  Eaft,  and  at  noon  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  was  20°  11'  North;  our  diftance  being  about  thirty- 
leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Owbyhee. 

At  five  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  to  our  infinite  fatisfac- 
tion  we  difcovered  land,  bearing  from  Eaft  South  Eaft,  to  Weft  North 
Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues : but  it  was  fo  very  hazy,  that  the 
ifland  was  imperfedly  difcerned  : in  clear  weather,  the  high  land  of 
Owhyhee  can  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues. 

We  had,  indeed,  good  reafon  to  rejoice  at  the  fight  of  this  ifland,  a3 
we  were  greatly  reduced  in  the  article  of  provifions.  We  had  given 
fo  large  a portion  of  our  ftores  to  the  Iphigenia,  and  our  paflage  to  the 
iflands  not  being  fo  quick  as  we  had  expeded,  the  idea  of  that  plenty, 
and  thofe  comforts  which,  as  it  were,  waited  our  arrival  there,  filled 
every  heart  with  joy  and  gladnefs. 

As  we  approached  the  ifland  of  Owhyhee,  a perfon  who  had  never 
vifited  this  part  of  the  globe,  would  have  feen  nothing  by  which  he 
could  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  the  feat  of  luxurious  abundance. — 

The 
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'The  high,  mountainous  appearance  of  the  land,  and  the  blacknefs  caft 
over  it  from  the  fog  and  vapour,  threw  Such  a gloom  on  the  whole 
fcene,  as  to  afford  no  expectation  of  hofpitality  from  the  inhabitants,  or 
refrefhment  from  cultivation. 

It  was  too  late  in  the  evening  to  clofe  in  with  the  land  ; we  therefore 
hove  to  for  the  night,  at  about  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  from  the 
fli ore,  and  waited  with  extreme  impatience  for  the  morning. 

On  the  1 8th,  at  day-break,  we  bore  up,  and  proceeded  under  a gentle 
fail  to  clofe  in  with  the  land,  which  we  accomplished  about  nine 
o’clock;  when  the  late  barren  and  unfriendly  profpeCl  was  fucceeded 
by  a fcene  that  might  fuit  the  fablings  of  poetry  and  romantic  fidion. 
The  hazinefs  of  the  morning  did  not  obfcure  the  varied  landfcape  before 
us.  The  great  mountain,  or  Mouna  Kaah,  which  is  Situated  on  the 
North  Eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  was  cloathed  in  clouds,  which  feemed, 
as  it  were,  to  be  rolling  down  its  declivity  ; while  its  Summit  towered 
above  the  vapours,  and  prefen  ted  a Sublime  objed  of  nature  : — from  its 
bafe  to  the  Sea  was  a beautiful  amphitheatre  of  villages  and  plantations, 
while  the  fhore  was  crouded  with  people,  who,  from  the  coolnefs  of  the 
morning,  were  cloathed  in  their  party-coloured  garments.  Some  cf  them 
were  Seated  on  the  banks  to  look  at  the  fhip,  while  others  were  running 
along  the  fhore  towards  the  little  fandy  patches  where  their  canoes  are 
drawn  up,  in  order  to  come  off  to  us.  We  now  hove  to  in  the  en- 
trance of  Toe-yah-yah  Bay,  which  is  Situated  on  the  Weftern  Side  of 
the  ifland,  and  consequently  defended  from  the  violence  of  the  trade- 
winds  : nor  was  it  long  before  a confiderable  number  of  canoes  came 
off  to  the  Ship,  with  hogs, 'young  pigs,  taro-root,  plantains,  Sugar-cane,  , 
and  a few  fowls. 
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1788.  It  was  my  intention  to  draw  the  fupplies  of  pork  from  this  ifland,. 

October.  an(j  t{ien  proceed  to  Oneeheow,  to  procure  a fufficient  quantity  of  yams 
for  the  remainder  of  our  voyage.  In  confequence  of  this  determination, 
a very  briik  trade  was  carried  on  with  the  natives,  and  before  night 
upwards  of  four  hundred  hogs  were  purchafed.  The  decks  were  loaded, 
and  the  boats  filled  with  them  and  the  vegetables,  which  alfo  made  a 
part  of  our  prefent  traffic.  Indeed,  fuch  was  the  profufion  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles which  were  brought  to  us,  that  many  of  the  canoes  returned 
without  being  able  to  difpofe  of  their  cargoes. 

Among  the  multitude  which  vifited  us  on  this  occafion,  I obferved 
but  one  perfon  of  rank  : he  came  in  a double  canoe  paddled  along  by 
twelve  men,  and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  young  female  chil- 
dren. He  brought  very  large  hogs,  and  a large  quantity  of  cocoa-nuts, 
which  he  ordered  on  board  the  fhip,  and  immediately  followed  his 
prefent,  accompanying  it  with  the  moft  friendly  expreffions  and  of- 
fers of  further  fervice. — We  were  not  dilatory  in  making  him  a fuita- 
ble  return  ; and  having  thus  won  his  confidence,  I enquired  of  him  con- 
cerning the  prefent  flate  of  the  iflatid,  with  a view  to  the  advantage  of 
Tianna.  He  very  readily  informed  me  that  old  Tereeobeo  had  been 
poifoned,  and  that  his  fucceffor  was  Tianna’ s uncle.  He  alfo  added,  that 
in  confequence  of  this  revolution,  a very  fierce  war  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  Owhyhee  and  thofe  of  the  ifland  of  Mowee,  of 
which  Titeeree  was  the  reigning  fovereign. 

In  anfwer  to  his  information,  I thought  proper  to  inform  him  that 
Tianna  would  fhortly  return  to  Atooi  in  fuch  a fhip  as  mine,  and  that  I 
had  a prefent  from  him  to  the  fovereign  of  Owhyhee,  which  I defired 
the  chief  would  take  upon  himfelf  to  deliver,  as  a mark  of  Tianna’s 
attachment  to  his  uncle.  By  fuch  well-timed  a£t  of  regard,  I hoped 
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to  perform  a good  office  for  my  friend;  and  I have  fince  underftood  that 
it  produced  effefts  equal  to  my  moft  fanguine  wiffies.  But  in  order  to 
give  certainty  to  my  commiffion,  I made  my  requefc  and  delivered  the 
prefent  before  a great  number  of  the  natives,  which  was  alfo  publicly 
tabooed : this  arrangement  was  made  in  order  to  prevent  the  chief 

from  keeping  the  prefent  himfelf,  or  fubftituting  another  of  inferior 
value. 

By  funfet  we  had  purchafed  a fufficiency  of  frefh  provisions  to  la  ft  us  to 
China  ; we  therefore  prepared  to  make  fail,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Atooi 
andOneeheow  : but  the  number  of  the  natives,  and  the  women  in  par- 
ticular, were  fo  great,  not  only  covering  the  decks,  where  there  was 
any  room,  but  even  clinging  to  the  rigging,  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  bribing  them  with  prefents  of  lome  kind  or  other  to  pro- 
cure their  departure.  Some  of  the  women  took  to  their  canoes,  but  the 
greater  part  plunged  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  to  the  Shore. — The  Ship  was 
no  fooner  cleared  of  its  visitors,  than  it  began  to  blow  very  freSh,  when 
the  top-fails  were  reefed,  and  we  flood  under  an  eafy  fail  for  the 
ifland  ofMowee. 

We  now  immediately  fet  to  work  in  killing  the  hogs,  and  falting 
down  the  meat  for  fea-ftore.  We  followed  the  mode  prefer! bed  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  who  would  deferve  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  of  every 
maritime  people,  and  of  humanity  at  large,  if  his  difeoveries  had  been 
confined  even  to  thofe  improvements  he  made  in  the  interior  govern- 
ment of  Ships  and  their  crews.  According  to  his  dire&ions,  we  falted 
down  feveral  casks  of  the  fineft  pork  in  the  world,  which  I am  convinced 
would  have  kept  to  any  length  of  time  that  it  was  poffible  for  a Ship  to 
want  it.  We  however  made  fome  fmall  improvement,  which  conSifted 

in 


277 
1 788. 

October. 


2'7(3 

1788. 

October, 


Thurfday  23 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 

in  preferving  the  pork  of  a middle  fize,  with  the  bones  in  it ; but  with  the 
larger  hogs  we  did  not  find  an  equal  degree  of  fuccefs.  For  this  purpofe 
the  bone  muff  be  in  a great  meafure,  but  not  entirely,  feparated  from 
the  meat,  fo  as  to  permit  the  fait  to  penetrate  well  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
flefh  which  retnain  attached  to  the  bone.  We  alfo  found  that  fait  alone, 
placed  in  layers,  anfwered  better  than  pickle;  and  we  remarked  that  not 
only  the  heat  of  the  fun  was  unfavourable  to  this  operation,  but  that  the 
moon  poffeffes  alfo  a putrefying  influence. 

Light  winds  prevented  our  reaching  Atooi  until  the  23d  at  noon,  when 
we  anchored  in  Wymoa-bay.  As  we  paffed  by  the  other  iflands,  canoes 
continually  came  off  to  us  with  young  pigs  and  fugar-canes,  which  gave 
us  an  opportunity  of  completing  our  flock  of  the  latter.  It  was  indeed 
fortunate  that  we  had  laid  in  our  ffores  of  frefh  provifions  at  Owhyhee  ; 
as,  on  paffing  by  Movee,  Ranai,  Morotoi,  and  Woahoo,  not  one  large 
hog  was  brought  off  to  us : — In  all  probability  there  was  not  fufficient 
time  for  that' purpofe  as  the  fhip  was  paffing. — At  Woahoo,  indeed,  we 
underflood  that  the  hogs,  for  forne  reafon  or  other,  of  which  we  were 
not  informed,  were  at  that  time  under  the  taboo , — a kind  of  religious  in- 
terdidtion . 

We  had  no  fooner  call  anchor  in  Wymoa-bay  than  it  began  to  blow 
fo  very  flrong  as  to  prevent  any  canoes  from  coming  off  to  the  fhip. — 
Indeed  I had  no  other  motive  for  flopping  here  but  to  inform  Taheo, 
the  fovereign  of  it,  that  his  brother  Tianna  would  fhortly  return,  and 
to  make  him  fuch  prefents,  and  take  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  of  fervicc 
to  the  chief,  on  his  arrival  at  his  native  country,  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  in  a flate  of  diflradlion,  from  the  tyranny  of  its  prefcnt 
government 
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During  the  whole  of  this  day  not  a canoe  appeared  ; but  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th,  though  it  continued  to  blow  very  frefh,  a canoe  came 
off  with  two  men  and  a girl : they  brought  a fmall  pig  and  fome  cocoa- 
nuts  ; nor  was  I a little  furprized  when  the  two  men,  on  entering  the 
fhip,  began  to  embrace  my  knees,  and  to  cry  out  JSfoota,  Noota\  the 
name,  as  I have  already  obferved,  by  which  I was  known  in  thefe 
iflands,  as  well  as  on  the  American  ccaft.  They  then  bufft  into  tears, 
and  enquired  after  Tianna. 

From  thefe  people  1 learned  that  Taheo,  growing  infirm,  buffered 
himfelf  to  be  entirely  governed  by  Abinui,  who  has  been  already  men- 
tioned in  the  memoir  of  our  firft  voyage,  and  was  the  deadly  foe  of  Tian- 
na. Namaate-haw,  another  brother  of  Tianna’s,  and  who  was  effeemed, 
after  him,  the  braveft  warrior  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  had  fled  with 
his  brothers  wife  and  children  to  a diftant  part  of  the  ifland,  to  efcape 
from  the  cruel  power  of  Taheo  ; and  that  fome  part  of  their  force  was 
at  this  time  in  arms.  It  was,  therefore,  a very  natural  meafure  for  Taheo 
to  forbid  all  communication  between  his  fubje&s  and  us,  as  he  believed 
that  we  had  brought  back  Tianna  again  ; and  an  inhuman  profcription 
had  been  publifhed,  threatening  him  with  inflant  death,  if  he  fhould 
land  on  that  ifland.  But  notwithffanding  the  taboo , thefe  faithful 
people  had  ventured  to  come  off  to  us,  in  order  to  inform  Tianna, 
whom  they  fuppofed'to  be  on  board  our  fhip,  of  his  danger.- — Befides 
the  artlefs  manner  in  which  thefe  men  told  their  ftory,  other  circum- 
fiances  concurred  to  convunce  us  of  the  truth  of  it.  No  canoes  vifited 
us,  and  we  heard  the  conchs  refounding  from  the  diftant  hills,— a cer- 
tain prelude  of  war. 

Situated  as  we  were,  and  without  any  other  communication  with  the 
ifland  but  that  which  the  zeal  of  thefe  two  men  had  led  them  to 
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rifque  from  a principle  of  affection,  we  could  only,  by  their  means, 
inform  Tianna’s  wife  and  brother  of  the  approaching  arrival  of  that 
chief,  who  would  fhortly  return  in  a fituation  to  fupport  them  and 
himfelf  againft  the  unnatural  proceedings  of  their  tyrannic  brother, 
and  his  inhuman  minifter.  This  confolatory  and  encouraging  intelli- 
gence they  undertook  to  deliver,  with  certain  prefents,  to  Namaate-haw, 
and  the  wife  of  Tianna  ; and  having  received  fuch  as  were  provided  for 
themfelves,  they  took  an  hafty  leave,  and  paddled  fvviftly  to  the  fhore. 

Till  the  25th  at  noon,  we  remained  in  expectation  of  receiving  fome 
intelligence- from  the  ifland  ; when  not  feeing  a fingle  canoe  in  motion, 
we  weighed,  and  proceeded  to  Oneeheow,  where  we  anchored  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  nearly  in  the  fame  pofition  which  wre  had  oc- 
cupied in  the  preceding  year. 

On  arriving  off  this  ifland  we  did  not  experience  the  operations  of  any 
prohibition  againft  us  ; on  the  contrary,  we  were  furrounded  by  a crowd 
of  natives,  among  whom  were  many  of  our  old  friends,  whom  we  perfectly 
recollected,  fo  that  the  flftp  was  very  fhortly  filled  with  vifitors  of  all 
ages  and  both  fexes.  But  among  feveral  who  expreflfed  their  joy  to  fee 
us,  and  who  retained  the  remembrance  of  ourkindnefs  to  them,  was  that 
affectionate  iflander  to  whom  fome  of  our  officers  had  formerly  given  the 
well-known,  and  I may  add,  honourable  appellation  of  Friday ; and  if 
any  of  the  companions  of  my  former  voyage  fhould  perule  this  page, 
they,  I am  fure,  will  recollect  with  fomewhat  of  a grateful  remembrance, 
the  friendly  and  faithful  fervices  of  honeft  Friday.  Thofe  fervices  he  now 
repeated;  indeed,  on  the  firft  fight  of  the  ffiip,  he  fwam  off  to  make 
an  offer  of  them,  and  they  proved  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  us. 
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We  had  at  this  time  neither  bread  or  flour  on  boa'rd,  and  depended 
on  procuring  a quantity  of  yams  fufficient  to  fupply  our  wants  during 
the  remainder  of  the  voyage.  But  as  this  was  not  the  feafon  tor  them, 
and  they  were  too  young  to  be  dug  up,  we  fhould  have  found  it  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  to  have  obtained  a fufficient  quantity,  if 
our  friend  Friday  had  not  undertaken  the  important  negotiation.  We, 
therefore,  provided  him  with  fuch  articles  as  were  the  moft  likely  to 
forward  our  purpofes  ; and,  by  his  influence  and  perfeverance,  aflided 
with  the  bribes  in  his  poffefiion,  he  perfuaded  many  of  his  friends  to  dig 
up  the  larged:  yams  they  could  find,  and  bring  them  to  market ; lo  that 
we  at  length  obtained  feveral  tons  of  thefe  mod  necefiary  provifions  by 
the  morning  of  the  27th  ; and  at  noon  we  prepared  to  put  to  fea. 

1 am  really  at  a lofs  how  to  defcribe  the  very  marked  concern,  both 
in  words  and  looks,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  expreffed,  when 
they  were  informed  of  our  approaching  departure.  Friday,  however, 
remained  to  the  lad,  and  with  him  I entrufled  a letter  to  Captain  Doug- 
las, with  the  drifted  injunftion  to  deliver  it  into  his  own  hands,  when- 
ever he  fhould  arrive;  which  commiffion  he  readily  undertook,  and 
faithfully  performed,  as  will  appear  in  that  part  of  the  Iphigenia’s  voy- 
age which  relates  to  the  Sandwich  I (lands-.  The  fubjeft  of  this  letter 
was  to  inform  Captain  Douglas  of  the  political  date  of  Atooi,  and  to 
recommend  fuch  arrangements  refpefting  Tianna,  as  might  tend  to  re- 
inflate  him  in  his  rights,  or  place  him  where  he  might  be  (ecu re  from 
.the  menaced  injuries  of  his  unnatural  brother.  Nor  was  Friday  forgotten, 
whofe  fidelity  and  attachment  were  already  known  to  Captain  Douglas, 
who  was  an  officer  on  board  my  fhip  during  our  fird  voyage.  I now 
prefented  that  good  fellow  with  fuch  articles  as  I well  knew  would  afford 
him  the  fatisfaftion  he  deferved  ; when,  after  fecuring  them  in  his  maro , 
which  is  a cloth  that  thefe  people  wear  round  their  middle,  he  plunged 
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into  the  fea ; and  as  he  fwam  towards  the  fhore,  from  time  to  time 
turned  his  head  towards  us,  and  waved  one  hand,  while  he  buffetted  the 
billows  with  the  other. 

The  wind  blew  frefh  from  the  Eaft  North  Eaft,  when  we  weighed 
anchor,  and  very  foon  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Oneeheow. 

We  now  purfued  our  voyage  ; and  nothing  occurred  fufficiently  inte- 
refting  to  merit  a relation,  until  the  1 6th  of  November,  when  by  feveral 
obfervations  of  the  fun  and  moon,  and  the  moon  and  ftars,  our  longitude 
was  146°  54'  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  and  the  obferved  latitude  210  4'  North. 
— At  this  time  we  feldom  ran  lefs  than  fifty  leagues  a day,  with  very 
moderate  and  pleafant  weather. 

$ 

Our  chief  occupation,  independent  of  the  necefiary  attention  to  the 
courfe  of  the  fhip,  was  to  dry  and  air  the  skins  ; a certain  number  being 
every  day  got  up,  fpread  in  the  fun,  and  then  re*packed  in  the  casks.  In 
performing  this  bufinefs,  we  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  that  very  few  of 
thefefurs  were  damaged  ; which  fortunate  circumftance  we  attributed  to 
our  great  care  in  feeing  them  packed  in  dry  casks,  and  keeping  them  fe- 
cure  from  all  damp. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  we,  for  the  firft  time,  experienced  feme 
alteration  in  the  wind.  It  blew  ftrong  from  die  Weft ; though  it  did  not 
remain  long  in  that  quarter,  but  veered  all  round  the  compafs  ; when  it 
at  length  fettled  in  the  Weftern  quarter,  and  blew  fo  very  hard,  that 
we  were  obliged  to  lay  to.  This  gale  fplit  our  main  top-fail,  and  did 
not  fubfide  till  the  following  day,  when  it  veered  again  to  the  Eaft,  and 
we  purfued  our  courfe. 
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It  now  became  a matter  of  very  neceflary  attention  to  make  prepara- 
tion for  thofe  tempeftuous  feas  which  we  were  about  to  enter.  The  old 
fails  were  accordingly  unbent,  and  a new  fuit  brought  to  the  yards  ; for  it 
is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the 
China  feas,  that  a paffage  to  Canton  often  depends  on  the  goodnefs  of  a 
top-fail  or  a courfe.  The  change  of  the  Monfoons,  indeed,  was  over  ; 
yet  even  after  that  dangerous  period,  very  violent  gales  of  wind  prevail 
in  thefe  feas ; nor  does  the  North  Eaft  monfoon,  which  had  now  taken 
its  turn,  acquire  that  fteadinefs  which  precludes  all  danger,  till  the 
month  of  December- 

The  wind  did  not  fix  fleadily  in  the  Eaftern  quarter  till  the  21ft,  which 
alteration  I attributed  to  our  near  vicinity  to  the  Ladrone  Mauds,  which 
are  known,  at  times,  to  alter  the  current  of  the  trade-winds. 

We  continued  our  courfe,  without  any  material  occurrence,  till  the 
1 ft  of  December  ; when  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  we  made  the  iflands 
of  Botol  Tobago  Xima.  The  weather  was  very  dark,  hazy  and  un- 
pleafant ; nor  could  we  get  more  than  a glimpfe,  as  it  were,  of  thefe 
iflands,  which  however  proved  fufficient  for  us  to  afcertain  them.  By 
our  lunar  obfervations,  brought  forward,  we  were  fix  leagues  to  the 
Eaft  when  we  made  them. 

The  neceffity  of  making  thefe  iflands  has  been  mentioned  in  that 
part  of  the  voyage  which  treats  of  the  various  routes  into  the  China 
Seas  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  fight  of  them  which  we  had  ob- 
tained was,  however,  fufficient  to  juftify  our  running  during  the  night ; 
and  as  there  is  no  other  but  the  iflet,  named  Little  Botol,  to  the  Eaftward 
•of  them,  we  were  fatisfied  as  to  its  identity;  and  accordingly  bore  up 
to  clear  the  dangerous  rocks  of  Vi  lie  Rete,  which  we  eflimated  to  bear 
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South  Weft  by  Weft,  thirteen  leagues  from  this  ifland.  The  clouds 
were  uncommonly  black,  and  the  night  had  every  appearance  of  bringing 
ftorm  and  tempeft  along  with  it. 

About  eight  o’clock,  our  expectations  were  verified,  as  it  began  to 
blow  very  violent  from  the  North  Eaft,  with  heavy  rain.  We,  however, 
purfued  our  courfe,  fleering  South  Weft,  which  is  a point  more  South- 
erly than  the  rocks  bore  off  us.  Indeed,  I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  a 
fhip  in  this  fituation,  has  no  alternative  but  running  ; for  if  file  is  hove 
to,  the  violent  and  rapid  currents  might  drift  herfo  far  to  the  Southward, 
— in  addition  to  her  natural  drift,  occafioned  by  the  wind  and  fea, — that 
her  entrance  into  the  China  Seas  would  become  very  dangerous  ; and,  of 
courfe,  her  pafl'age  to  Canton  be  rendered  very  uncertain.  For  though 
it-  may  be  by  no  means  a definable  circumftance  to  run  in  a dark  and 
tempeffuous  night  through  this  narrow  channel,  yet  I do  not  hefitate 
to  advife  it  in  the  flrongefl  manner,  if  the  ifiands  of  Botol  Tobago  Xima 
have  been  feen  at  any  time  during  the  preceding  evening. 

The  form  continued,  with  unabating  violence,  till  twelve  o’clock  ; 
during  which  time,  we  purfued  our  courfe  to  the  South  Weft,  under 
clofe  reefed  top  fails  and  fore-fail,  and  hauled  our  wind  to  the  Weft  North 
Weft,  with  as  much  wind  as  the  fhip  could  well  bear  her  courfes,  having 
as  we  fuppofed,  entered  the  China  Seas.  At  one  o’clock  it  blew  with 
fuch  encreafing  violence,  that  we  could  very  ill  carry  the  fail  we  had 
aboard  ; but  let  the  confequences  have  been  what  they  might,  it  was 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  proceed  in  this  manner,  in  order  to  fee  lire  our 
pafl'age  to  Canton,  the  wind  hanging  as  it  did  fo  far  to  ihe  Northward. 

At  midnight  our  latitude,  by  eftimation,  was  2 i°  30' North,  which 
was  as  near  as  we  could,  with  any  degree  of  prudence,  round  the  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  rock  of  Ville  Rete  : and,  at  one  o’clock,  when  we  hauled  up,  we 
experienced  fuch  an  heavy  fea,  that  it  became  impoffible  for  us  to  fleer 
an  higher  courfe  to  the  Northward  than  Weft  by  North,  though  the 
wind  was  at  North  North  Eaft  : at  leaft  we  could  not  take  any  other 
courfe  which  would  not  have  prevented  the  fhip  from  going  through 
the  fea.  Befides,  as  we  had  reafon  to  fear  an  oppofing  current,  we  were 
not  without  apprehenfions  as  to  our  paftage  to  Canton. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  at  day  break,  there  was  no  appearance  of 
land. — We  had,  therefore,  every  reafon  to  believe  that  we  were  confi- 
derably  advanced  in  the  China  Sea  ; but  our  apprehenfions  of  being  driven 
to  the  leeward  of  Canton  did  not  entirely  fubfide  till  the  3d,  when  the 
weather  moderated,  and  the  wind  veered  to  the  North  Eaft.  At  noon, 
our  latitude  was  220  7'  North,  which  evidently  proved  that  we  had  not 
experienced  any  unfavourable  current.  We  now  hauled  up  North  Weft 
by  Weft,  in  order  to  make  the  coaft  of  China. 

On  the  4th,  the  long  expefted  land  of  China  appeared,  and  we  beheld 
a fight  of  the  moft  pleafing  novelty  to  us,  which  was  compofed  of  innu- 
merable fifning-boats  difperfed  over  the  fea.  We  palled  by  many  of  them  ; 
but  they  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  European  (hipping  of  the  largeft 
fize,  that  they  did  not  fufrer  their  attention  to  be  in  any  degree  interrupted 
by  fo  fmall  a veflel  as  the  Felice. 

As  the  China  coaft  is  already  fo  well  known,  I (hall  not  delay  the  con- 
cl u lion  of  my  voyage  by  any  obfervation,  but  proceed  to  relate  that  we 
purfued  our  courfe  during  the  4th  ; when,  in  the  evening,  the  Lema  Hies 
were  difcovered  at  about  the  chftance  of  four  leagues,  As  1 was  already 
acquainted  with  this  navigation,  we  continued  our  courfe  during  the 
night  between  thofe  ifles,  which  is,  beyond  all  companion,  the  beft 
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paftage  ; and  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  we  happily  anchored 
in  the  roads  of  Macao,  the  town  bearing  North  North  Weft,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues  ; when  an  exprefs  was  immediately  forwarded 
to  Canton,  to  inform  our  friends  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  Felice. 

And  here  I muft  take  leave  of  the  reader,  whofekind  attention  has  fol- 
lowed me  through  this  long  and  various  voyage  ; and  of  which,  indeed, 
as  the  two  (hips  were  obliged  to  feparate  at  Samboingan,  I may  be  faid 
only  to  have  performed  a part.  — The  ftiare  which  Captain  Douglas  had 
in  it  will  be  related  in  the  following  chapters. 


VOYAGE 


V - •• 

' . 


. - 


I 


V 


J.  WiOj^tfua  a/ic‘ 


//,/rs/r  >. 


lu/ilu/,,1  „J  ,/,'Acl  Jrrrr/,*  fy  J.lTalm-.  ,f„  bU  A, 


ill  • Sis 


■ 


NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


VOYAGE 

OF  THE 

IPHIGENIA , CAP T-  DOUGLAS, 

FROM 

SAMBOINGAN,  TO  THE  NORTH  WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 


CHAP.  XXVI. 

The  Felice  departs  from  Samboingan. — fihe  fubfequent  Conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernor to  Captain  Douglas. — Part  of  the  Crew  confined , and  the  Ship  de- 
tained by  his  Orders. — His  unwarrantable  Conduct. — The  Xphigenia 
fails  from  Samboingan. — Arrives  off  a fmall  Ifiand , now  named  Johnfionc' s 
IJland. — Communication  with  the  Natives , and  a Deficription  of  them. — 

Pawnee , a Sandwich  IJlander , on  board  the  Iphigeni  a,  falls  fick  and  dies. 

Sicknefs  of  the  Crew. — Pafis  through  the  Pelew  IJlands. — Communication 
with  the  Natives. — An  affecting  Circumfiance , unknown  to  Captain  Douglas. 

TN  the  narrative  of  the  former  voyage  it  has  been  related,  that  on  the  1788. 

February. 

^ 1 2th  of  February  the  Felice  left  the  Iphigenia  at  Samboingan,  pre-  Tuefdayi* 
paring  to  take  on  board  her  fore-mart:,  and  then  to  proceed  on  her  voy- 
age.—The  caufes  which  occafioned  the  feparation  of  the  two  (hips  have 
already  been  mentioned  ; and  the  orders  delivered  to  Captain  Douglas 
on  the  occafion,  are  inferted  in  the  Appendix,— — The  following  pages, 
therefore,  contain  the  voyage  of  the  Iphigenia  after  £he  was  left  by  her 

confort, 
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confort;  which,  we  have  reafon  to  think,  will  be  found  to  contain  fome 
important  information  relative  to  the  geography  and  commerce  of  the 
North  Weft  Coaft  of  America. 

The  Felice  was  no  fooner  failed  from  Samboingan,  than  the  governor 
of  the  place  aflumed  a very  improper  and  ungenerous  mode  of  conduft 
towards  the  fhip  that  remained.  The  divifion  of  our  force  had  encouraged 
him,  as  we  fuppofe,  to  fome  unwarrantable  proceedings,  which  fhortly 
ended  in  a rupture  on  both  fides,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  proprietors. 

The  Iphigenia  had  received  her  maft  on  board  and  was  ready  for  fea 
on  the  19th.  She  had  aifo  obtained  feveral  bags  of  rice,  a quantity  of 
vegetables,  and  fome  cattle  from  the  governor. 

As  we  had  been  informed  that  the  moft  acceptable  prefent  we  could 
make  to  the  governor  in  return  for  his  civilities  and  attentions  to  us, 
would  be  a few  bars  of  iron,  I accordingly  left  fix  bars  with  Captain 
Douglas,  defiring  him  to  add  as  many  more,  to  compofe  the  intended 
compliment,  and  to  draw  bills  on  Canton  for  the  amount  of  any  expences 
which  might  have  been  requifite  for  the  fhip  and  her  crew. 

Captain  Douglas  accordingly  waited  on  the  governor,  and  invited 
him  to  dine  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  previous  to  her  departure.  The 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  entertainment  pafled  off,  to  all  appear- 
ance, with  the  moft  perfect  fatisfaflion  to  all  parties.  In  the  evening 
the  company  adjourned,  by  the  governor’s  invitation,  to  a ball  on  fhore. 
But  under  the  guile  of  politenefs  and  hofpitality,  the  fubtle  Spaniard 
was  watching  to  take  any  advantage  in  his  powder ; and  on  dilcovcring 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  cargo  confifted  of  iron,  he  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  acquifition  of  that  valuable  metal  ; — valuable  indeed  it 

might 
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might  be  called,  for  it  purchafes  gold  at  Magindanao, — The  King  of  1788. 
Spain  has  prohibited  this  article  from  being  fold  throughout  the  Phi-  Icer'"r'‘ 
lippines  by  any  perfon  whatever,  except  his  own  commiffioners,  who 
take  care  to  make  it  a matter  of  very  coftly  purchafe  : the  governor  was, 
therefore,  determined  to  feize  the  prefent  favourable  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing it  on  the  very  advantageous  terms  he  conceived  to  be  in  his  power. 

So  that  when  an  officer  was  lent  on  ffiore  the  following  day  to  fettle  the  wednefday** 

account, — which  did  not,  we  believe,  amount  to  more  than  two  hundred 

and  fifty  dollars, — the  governor  at  once  threw  off  the  malk,  and  not 

only  declared  that  the  whole  of  his  demand  ffiould  be  paid  in  iron, 

but  that  he  would  fix  the  price,  and  arrange  the  weights  according  to  his 

own  pleafure. 

Such  was  the  anfvver  which  the  officer  was  going  to  take  back,  when 
he  and  his  boat’s  crew  were  arrefted  by  a file  of  foldiers,  and  conveyed 
to  a dungeon.  The  continuing  delay  of  this  officer’s  return,  induced 
Captain  Douglas  to  fend  another  boat  on  fhore  to  learn  the  caufeof  his 
detention  ; when  the  fecond  party  ffiared  the  fate  of  the  firff.  At  the 
fame  time  the  governor  fent  off  a large  proa,  with  fifty  men,  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  ffiip  ; and  had  not  Captain  Douglas  been  alarmed  for 
the  confequences  to  his  people  on  ffiore,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  them 
who  were  placed  in  a confpicuous  part  of  the  boat,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  funk  her ; which  might  have  been  done  without  much 
difficulty.  He,  however,  thought  it  bell;  to  let  this  armed  force  approach 
without  any  interruption,  and  to  fuffer  the  Spaniffi  foldiers  to  come 
quietly  on  board  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  ffiip. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  very  extraordinary  proceedings,  Captain  Doug- 
las went  on  ffiore  himfelf,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  them  : when  the 
governor  informed  him  that  his  foie  objedt  was  to  fee  u re  the  payment 
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of  his  bill  in  iron  ; and  that  the  fhip  fhouid  not  be  buffered  to  depart 
till  the  iron  was  landed.  It  was  in  vain  to  reprefent  that  he  had  himfelf 
engaged,  on  their  find:  arrival,  to  take  bills  for  whatever  they  might  wi(h 
to  purchafe.  It  was  fruitlefs  to  urge  the  cruelty  and  injuffice  of  invading 
the  cargo  of  a veflel  which  had  come  in  an  allured  confidence  to  his  port, 
and  by  which  the  principal  advantages  of  her  voyage  might  be  loll He 
was  too  determined  in  his  bafenefs  to  liffen  to  thefe  fuggeftions ; and 
Captain  Douglas  was  obliged  to  return  on  board,  and  order  feventy-eight 
bars  of  iron  on  Ihore,  which  was  nearly  half  his  cargo,  together  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  which  he  colledled  in  the  fhip.  But  the 
bufinefs  was  not  yet  finifhed  ; — for  the  governor  was  very  peremptory  in 
his  afi'urances  that  he  would  be  abfolutely  paid  in  nothing  but  iron. — 
To  fuch  an  exaggerated  impofition  Captain  Douglas  refufed  to  fubmit  ; 
and  threatened,  in  the  moft  ferious  manner,  if  the  governor  perfiffed  in 
his  unwarrantable  defigns,  that  he  would  throw  the  fhip  on  his  hands. 
This  refolution  brought  the  Spaniard  to  reafon,  who  confented  at  length 
to  receive  the  iron  and  the  dollars,  and  gave  orders  to  withdraw  the  fol- 
diets  from  the  fhip  : he  neverthelefs  contrived  to  retard  their  departure 
till  Captain  Douglas  had  fent  him  fome  wine,  which  he  had  previoully 
promifed  him ; and  it  was  not  before  he  had  received  this  trifling  pre- 
fent  that  he  releafed  the  people  from  their  confinement. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Samboingan  : but,  indeed,  no 
other  treatment  was  to  be  expected  ; as  it  is  well  known  by  every  com- 
mercial nation,  that  the  fubjedls  of  his  Catholic  Majeffy,  difperfed  through 
India,  are  the  refufe  of  mankind.  It  was,  therefore,  the  aadof  February 
before  the  Iphigenia  departed.  On  that  day  fhe  weighed  anchor  and 
put  to  fea,  without  expending  a grain  of  powder  to  do  honour  to  fuch 

difhonourable  people. 
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On 
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On  the  lift  of  March  the  Iphigenia  had  made  a very  inconfiderable  pro» 
grefs  on  her  voyage.  She  had  been  retarded  by  light  and  variable  winds  ; 
while  the  numerous  iflands  which  ffie  hourly  faw  and  approached,  made 
the  navigation  not  only  difficult  but  tedious,  as  ffie  was  obliged  to  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  precaution. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  ffie  fell  in  with  a very  dangerous  reef  of  rocks, 
which  extend  Eaft  and  Well;  nearly  ten  miles.  Thefe  rocks  bear  no 
place  on  any  of  the  charts  we  had  in  our  poffieffion,  and  are  out  of  the 
water  about  thefize  of  a ffiip’s  hull.  The  centre  of  them  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  40  io'  North,  and  longitude,  by  feveral  lunar  obfervations, 
of  126°  39' Eaft  of  Greenwich.  In  the  pofition  which  the  ffiip  occupied, 
there  was  a ftrong  current  fetting  to  the  South  Eaft. 

They  continued  their  courfe  amidft  this  archipelago  of  rocky  iflets 
till  the  6th  ; when  at  noon  of  that  day,  the  latitude  was  30  45'  North, 
and  the  longitude  1290  y'  Eaft.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  was 
20  15'  Weft. 

As  they  were  proceeding  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward  on  the 
9th  of  March,  a fmall  ifland  appeared  bearing  Eaft  half  North,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  ten  or  twelve  leagues.  They  continued  fleering  up 
with  it  till  nine  at  night,  when  obferving  a great  number  of  lights  on 
the  ffiore,  Captain  Douglas  imagined  that  they  were  kept  burning  in 
order  to  induce  the  ffiip  to  flop.  At  eleven  o’clock,  it  being  confidered 
as  hazardous  to  run  during  the  night,  which  was  very  dark,  the  ffiip 
was  hove  to,  but  no  foundings  could  be  obtained  with  fifty  fathoms 
of  line.— -At  break  of  day  on  the  10th,  they  made  fail  to  clofe  in  with 
the  land,  when  feveral  canoes  were  feen  approaching.  They  therefore 
again  hove  to,  in  order  to  permit  the  natives  of  the  ifland  to  come  on 
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1788.  board. — For  fome  time  they  kept  at  a certain  diftance,  holding  up 

March.  cocoa-nuts  in  their  hands  ; hut  they  no  fooner  faw  the  hatchets  which 

were  expofed  to  their  view  in  return,  than  the  Iphigenia  was  favoured 
with  an  immediate  vifit.  From  the  whole  of  their  conduit,  it  very 
evidently  appeared  that  they  had  never  before  beheld  fuch  an  ob- 
ject as  that  which  now  engroffed  all  their  regard,  as  it  called  forth  their 
utmoft  aftonifhment ; and  from  the  very  great  indifference  with  which 
they  promifcuoufly  received  every  thing  that  was  offered  to  them,  it 
feemed  as  if  the  fhip  alone  was  the  objedt  of  their  attention. 

It  was  intended  that  the  Iphigenia  fhould  remain  off  this  ifland  for 
a day,  in  order  to  get  a fupply  of  water,  of  which  they  were  informed 
by  the  natives  there  was  great  abundance.  In  the  afternoon  the  canoes 
returned  with  more  cocoa-nuts  and  taro-root,  and  the  inhabitants  feemed 
to  have  learned,  fince  their  la  ft  vifit,  the  value  of  iron  ; as  they  now 
would  take  nothing  but  Owajhee , Owafhee , which  is  their  word  for  that 
metal.  They  were  entire  ftrangers  to  fire-arms  ; for  on  one  of  them  ex- 
prefting  a wifli  to  have  a piftol.  Captain  Douglas  difcharged  it which 
alarmed  him  to  fuch  a degree,  that  when  it  was  held  towards  him,  he 
kiffed  the  barrel,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  lay  hold  of  it. 

This  ifland,  which  was  now  named  Johnftone’s  Ifland,  lies  in  the  la- 
titude of  30  1 1'  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of  13 1°  12'  Eaft.  It  confifts 
of  low  land  covered  with  verdure,  and  cocoa- trees,  and  is  about  a league 
in  circumference.  One  tree  in  particular  rifes  above  the  reft,  and  ap- 
pears at  a diftance  like  a fhip  under  fail. — What  the  ifland  produces,  be- 
fides  cocoa-nuts  and  the  taro- root,  was  not  dilcovered,  as  the  inhabitants 
brought  nothing  to  barter  but  thofe  articles. — The  natives  did  not  ap- 
pear to  exceed  the  number  of  two  hundred,  and  are  a ftout,  robuft 
people.  Their  canoes,  which  held  twelve  or  fourteen  of  them,  were 

exaftly 
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exactly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Sandwich  I (lands ; and  the  people  not 
only  dilplayed  the  fame  activity  in  the  water  as  the  Sandwich  Iflanders, 
but  made  ufe  of  feveral  expreffions  which  Tianna  readily  underftood. 
A fine  breeze  fpringing  up,  Captain  Douglas  gave  up  his  defign  of  taking 
in  water  at  this  ifiand,  and  continued  his  courfe  to  the  Eaflward. 

The  Iphigenia  proceeded  in  her  voyage  with  very  little  variation  of 
weather,  till  the  16th  ; when  Tawnee,  a Sandwich  Iflander,  from  his 
watchful  care  and  anxiety  during  Tianna’ s illnefs,  was  now  fick  himfelf. 
Several  of  the  crew  were  alfo  in  the  fame  fituation  ; and  the  firfl  officer, 
who  had  been  ill  upwards  of  a month,  was  not  yet  recovered  ; and  there 
was  every  reafon  to  fear  a general  ficknefs  throughout  the  ffiip.  Tianna 
was  now  entirely  recovered,  and  owed  the  re-eflablifflment  of  his  health 
to  the  Peruvian  bark,  which  operated  almoft  miraculoufly  upon  the  chief 
of  Atooi.  The  latitude  from  obfervation  wras  z°  o'  North,  and  the  longi- 
tude 136°  48'  Eafl. 

The  poor  amiable  Wander  at  length  baffled  all  the  care  which  was  be- 
flowed  upon  him. — A continual  bleeding  at  the  nofe  was  the  firfl  fymp- 
tom  ; and  when  that  flopped,  a fever  fucceeded,  which  feemed  for  fome 
fhort  time  to  yield  to  the  bark  ; but  the  diforder  at  length  triumphed, 
and  Tawnee  was  the  vidlim.  About  one  o’clock,  on  the  23d,  he  quitted 
this  world,  and  was  configned,  with  the  regret  of  every  one  on  board, 
to  a watery  grave. 

From  a continuance  of  light  and  variable  winds,  with  occafional  calms, 
the  Iphigenia  advanced  but  very  (lowly  on  her  voyage  : It  was  therefore 
determined  on  the  28th,  particularly  as  the  ficknefs  on  board  feemed  ra- 
ther to  increafe,  to  take  every  advantage  of  getting  to  the  Northward. 
The  lhip  was  therefore  put  on  the  other  tack,  and  though  ffie  did  not 
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make  better  than  a North  Weft,  and  fometimes  a North  Weft  by  Weft 
courfe,  ftill  it  was  better  than  continuing  under  that  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  difcouraging  circumftances.. 

On  the  29th,  they  had  light  airs  and  calms,  with  frequent  fqualls  of 
rain  ; on  the  30th  there  was  a moderate  breeze  from  the  Northward  and 
Eaftward,  accompanied  alfo  with  fqualls  and  rain,  which  continued  to 
prevail  through  feveral  fucceeding  days. 

On  the  31ft,  the  wind  varied  from  North  Eaft  to  Eaft  North  Eaft ; 
and  fometimes  North  North  Eaft  ; — and,  as  they  were  approaching  a 
groupe  of  iflands,  called  the  Carolines,  Captain  Douglas  gave  orders  to 
bend  the  beft  bower  and  ftream  cables,  and  to  keep  a very  ftridt  look- 
out, as  there  would  be  great  danger  in  fqually,  thick  weather,  and  at 
the  change  of  the  moon,  among  a heap  of  low  iflands  which  had  never 
been  accurately  furveyed.  It  was  thought  neceflary  therefore  to  run 
every  rifk  to  get  to  the  Northward,  in  order  to  obtain  variable  winds, 
and  to  get  as  foon  as  poflible  from  a vertical  fun,  and  into  more  tempe- 
rate weather. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  a frefh  breeze  fprung  tip  from  the  Northward  and 
Eaftward,  with  fqualls  and  heavy  rain  ; but  about  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  the  clouds  difperfed,  and  from  the  medium  of  feveral  very  good 
diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  the  longitude  was  1340  36'  Eaft  of 
Greenwich,  and  the  obferved  latitude  y°  23'  North. 

On  the  3d,  they  had  a fine  breeze,  with  clear  weather:  at  half  paft 
four  in  the  afternoon  faw  land  ; and  at  fun-fet  its  extremities  bore  from 
Weft  South  Weft  to  Weft  by  North,  diftant  about  feven  or  eight 
leagues.  As  the  Iphigenia  began  to  be  in  want  of  wood,  and  in  the  hope 
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of  obtaining  roots,  of  fome  kind  or  other,  as  well  as  cocoa-nuts,  Captain 
Douglas  determined  to  take  this  opportunity  of  fupplying  the  fhip.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  eight  in  the  evening,  orders  were  given  to  fhorten  fail,  and 
heave  the  main-topfail  to  the  mall. 

At  day-break  on  the  4th,  two  low  iflands  were  feen,  covered  with  trees, 
bearing  North  Weft  by  Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues. 
The  land  obferved  the  preceding  evening,  now  bore  Weft  South  Weft, 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  leagues.  As  the  latter  appeared  to  be 
high  land,  and  of  confiderable  extent,  it  was  confidered  as  the  moft  likely 
to  afford  fome  place  of  fhelter  and  fecurity  ; but  on  a nearer  approach,  it 
was  difcovered  to  con  fill  of  a clufter  of  iflands;  they  therefore  hauled 
their  wind  and  flood  for  the  two  low  iflands. 

At  feven  in  the  evening  feveral  canoes  were  feen  coming  from  them 
towards  the  fhip. — When  they  came  alongfide,  they  were  prefented  with 
a fmall  hatchet  and  two  or  three  knives,  which  they  took,  and  gave  in 
return  their  whole  cargoes,  which  confifted  of  nothing  but  two  or  three 
pieces  of  taro  and  a few  cocoa-nuts. — In  addrefling  themfelves  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  fhip,  they  appeared  to  repeat  the  words  EngliJI)  and  Moored 
which  were  naturally  fuppofea  to  allude  to  myfelf,  as  it  was  then  ima- 
gined that  I had  paffed  through  thefe  iflands,  and  in  my  paflage  had 
obtained  fome  communication  with  the  natives. 

As  there  was  no  poflibility  of  approaching  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  either 
of  thefe  iflands,  they  flood  to  the  Northward,  in  order  to  get  round  a 
reef  of  rocks,  and  to  examine  the  North  Weft  fide  of  the  largeft  of  thefe 
iflands  ; but  on  advancing  towards  it,  reef  appeared  within  reef,  and 
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from  the  maft-head,  a range  of  rocks  were  feen,  extending  to  the  North- 
ward and  Weft  ward  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. — The  rock  they  were 
endeavouring  to  weather,  was  now  about  a league  under  their  lee  ; they 
therefore  hauled  their  wind  to  the  North. 

Several  canoes  ftill  followed  the  fhip  clofe,  and,  for  a few  nails,  which 
were  lowered  over  the  ftern  in  a bafket,  a return  was  made  of  an  inconfi- 
derable  number  of  cocoa-nuts. — The  people  in  one  of  the  canoes  were  in- 
deed difpofed  to  play  the  rogue,  and  when  they  had  got  poffeffion  of  the 
nails,  refufed  to  make  any  fatis faction.  Captain  Douglas  therefore  fired  a 
mulket  over  their  heads,  when  every  one  of  them  leaped  inftantly  over- 
board, and  remained  under  the  lee  of  their  canoe  ; while  thofe  in  the  other 
canoes,  as  if  they  felt  tbemfelves  protected  by  their  innocence,  did  not 
difcover  any  figns  whatever  of  terror  or  apprehenfion. 

One  of  thefe  boats  continued  to  follow  the  Iphigeriia  for  a long  time, 
and  one  of  the  people  cried  out,  from  time  to  time,  Eeboo , Eeboo , and 
exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmofb  in  making  figns  for  them  to  go  back. — 
Indeed,  when  he  perceived  that  all  his  endeavours  were  vain  to  perfuade 
them  to  return,  his  actions  bore  the  appearance  of  a man  in  the  mofl  fran- 
tic diftrefs. — After  fome  time  they  obferved  another  canoe,  containing  at 
leaf!  twenty  men,  paddling  towards  them.  At  firff  they  imagined  that 
there  were  fome  Europeans  011  board,  and  accordingly  hove  to;  but 
when  it  was  difcovered  that  there  were  none  but  Indians,  they  immedi- 
ately made  fail,  as  the  fhip  was  drifting  faff  towards  the  rocks  under 
her  lee  : — the  canoe  however  overtook  them,  and  the  people  in  her 
difcovered  the  fame  eager  anxiety  with  the  other  natives  for  the  return 
of  the  fhip  ; but  as  fhe  was  at  this  time  in  a dangerous  fituation,  very 
little  attention  was  paid  to  the  crying  and  continued  entreaties  of  the 
iflanders. 


Captain 
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Captain  Douglas  was  now  among  the  Pelew  I (lands ; a particular 
knowledge  and  admirable  defcription  of  which,  we  owe  to  the  fenfibility 
and  talents  of  Mr.  Keate. — The  account  of  them  written  by  that  gentle- 
man, from  the  information  of  Captain  Wilfon,  and  other  perfons  be- 
longing to  the  Antelope  packet,  which  was  wrecked  on  the  rocks  that 
furround  them,  has  been  fo  generally  read,  that  I may  fpeak  of  the 
circumftances  which  connect  it  with  this  page,  as  a matter  of  univerfal 
information. — Captain  Douglas  was  ignorant  that  the  Antelope  had  been 
loft  here  ; and  that  her  crew  on  one  of  thefe  iflands  built  a veflel,  in 
which  they  returned  to  China.  He  therefore  could  not  know  that  his 
countrymen  had  received  every  aid,  comfort,  and  kindnefs  which  thefe 
hofpitable  i (landers  could  afford  ; and  that  the  fovereign  of  them  had 
entrufted  his  fon  to  the  care  of  Captain  Wilfon,  to  return  with  him 
to  England,  to  be  inftruded  in  the  arts  and  manners  of  our  country. 
Had  he  been  acquainted  with  thefe  interefting  occurrences,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  his  humanity  would  have  exerted  itfelf  to  the  utmoft,  in  or- 
der to  contrive  fome  further  communication  with  them  ; — for  who  can 
have  the  lead;  doubt  but  that  the  canoes  which  followed  the  Iphigenia 
were  fent  to  receive  Lee  Boo  ; or  at  lead:,  to  hear  fome  intelligence 
concerning  him  ; and  that  the  native  who  has  been  defcribed  as  calling 
after  the  (hip,  and  employing  the  moft  frantic  actions,  when  he  found 
that  he  called  in  vain,  was  any  other  than  Abba  Thulle,  the  father  of 
the  young  prince,  agitated  by  the  moft  poignant  fenfations  of  difappoint- 
ment  and  defpair. 

As  no  attention  whatever  had  been  then  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany to  Abba  Thulle,  for  the  kind  and  humane  treatment  afforded  by 
him  to  the  crew  of  their  (hip  the  Antelope,  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  differing,  for  too  long  a time,  the  alternate  impreftions  of  hope  and 
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fear. — It  may  therefore  be  conceived  what  his  feelings  were,  when  he 
firft  faw  the  diftant  fails  of  the  Iphigenia  whiten  in  the  fun.  It  may 
alfo  be  imagined  with  what  hafte  his  canoe  was  launched  from  the 
beach  to  bear  him  to  the  fhip,  and  how  fwiftly  /he  was  driven  on  to 
receive,  as  he  might  hope,  a fon,  who  was  returned  with  the  various 
knowledge  and  attainments  of  Europe,  to  adorn  and  improve  his  own 
country. — But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive,  as  it  would  be  impoffible  to  de- 
fcribe,  what  fuch  a mind  as  his  muft  feel,  when  the  Iphigenia  proceeded 
on  her  way,  and  the  people  on  board,  occupied  in  avoiding  the  furrounding 
dangers,  were  as  inattentive  to  his  diftrefs,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
caufe  of  it. — We  muft,  however,  be  contented  to  fy mpathize  with  the 
affliftion  of  this  amiable  chief,  as  he  returned  in  melancholy  difappoint- 
ment  to  his- ifl and,  — and  continue  to  accompany  the  Iphigenia  on  her  def- 
ined courfe. 

At  noon  they  had  a very  good  obfervation,  when  the  latitude  was 
8°  20'  North  ; the  bearings  of  the  different  iflands  were  as  follow  : the 
largeft  of  the  two  iflands,  which  Captain  Douglas  named  Moore’s  Ifl  nd, 
in  honour  of  his  friend  Mr.  Hugh  Moore,  bore  South  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft, 
diftant  about  five  or  fix  leagues ; - two  others,  that  were  low  and  fandy, 
and  which  he  named  Good  Look-out  Iflands,  bore  Weft  South  Weft, 
half  South,  diftant  three  or  four  leagues. — From  the  former  to  the  latter 
is  a reef  of  rocks,  which  runs  in  a North  Weft  direction,  to  the  diftance 
of  eleven  or  twelve  leagues,  and  extends  five  leagues  to  the  North  of  the 
other  two. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  they  founded,  and  found  that  they 
were  in  eight  fathom  water  ; as  the  current  let  them  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  they  flood  on,  being  apprehenfive,  if  they  went  on  the  other 
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tack,  that  they  fliould  risk  the  being  driven  down  on  the  reef,  which 
was  at  this  time  on  their  lee-beam  ; they  therefore  kept  the  lead  going  ; 
and  as  the  water  was  clear  to  the  bottom,  people  were  ordered  to  the 
mad-head  to  give  notice  of  any  immediate  danger,  which  might  be  eafily 
avoided,  as  the  fea  was  fmooth,  and  the  day  remarkably  clear. 

At  half  pad:  two  Moore’s  Ifland  bore  South  by  Ead,  didant  fifteen 
leagues  ; and  till  fix  in  the  evening  the  foundings  were  from  eight  to 
twenty  fathoms,  over  large  rocks.  The  lead  was  kept  going  every  half 
hour  during  the  night,  without  finding  any  bottom  ; and  in  the  morn- 
ing they  had  a deady  breeze,  having  got  clear  of  all  the  rocks  and 
fhoals  which  they  met  with  in  thofe  unknown  feas. — As  they  had  feveral 
good  obiervations  of  the  fun  and  moon  the  day  before  they  made  land, 
they  were  able  to  determine  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  Moore’s 
Ifland,  as  well  as  of  the  reefs  and  fhoals  that  extended  to  the  North™ 
ward  of  it. — At  noon,  on  the  3d,  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  8°  20'’ 
North  ; Moore’s  Ifland  then  bearing  South  by  Ead  half  Ead,  didant  five 
leagues.  Good  Look-out  Iflands  bore  at  the  fame  time  Wed  South  Wed 
half  South,  didant  three  leagues  ; fo  that  the  former  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  8°  6'  North,  and  longitude,  reduced  by  the  log,  1340  6'  Ead;  and 
the  latter  are  in  the  latitude  of  8°  13'  North,  and  the  longitude  1330  58'. 
The  great  fhoal  extends  to  the  Northward  as  far  as  8°  45' ; — to  the  Ead- 
ward  1340  13';  and  to  the  Wedward  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  from 
the  mad-head,  fhoal- water  was  vifible  ; which,  in  all  probability,  runs 
as  far  as  the  longitude  of  1330  30'  Ead. 

During  the  night  no  foundings  were  obtained  with  fifty  fathoms  of 
line.  At  eight  in  the  morning,  being  in  the  latitude  of  Los  Martines, 
they  bore  up  a couple  of  points,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  get  fight  of  it 
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by  noon ; — but  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  land,  Captain  Douglas 
hauled  his  wind,  chufing  rather  to  fubmit  to  the  inconvenience 
which  might  arife  from  the  want  of  wood,  than  risk  his  arrival  on 
the  coaft  of  America  too  late  in  the  feafon.  He  therefore  no  longer 
thought  of  looking  for  an  harbour  among  a groupe  of  iflands  where, 
perhaps,  no  harbour  of  fufficient  fhelter  and  prote&ion  was  to  be 
found. 
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CHAP.  XXVII. 

✓ 


See  the  IJland  of  Amluk.—See  Land , which  is  mifaken  for  Trinity  If  and. 

A mofl  violent  Gale.  — Defcription  of  the  Land.  — See  the  If  and  of 

Kodiak. — See  frinity  If  and. — Arrive  off  the  latter. — Lifted  by  two  Canoes. 
— Send  the  Jolly-boat  on  Shore  with  an  Officer , to  try  for  Fifh , which  re- 
turned with  a fmall  Quantity  procured  from  the  Natives See  Cape  Gre- 

ville. — Pafs  the  Barren  Ifands. — Receive  a Lift  from  a Ruffian  and  fome 
Kodiak  Hunters. — Run  up  Cook's  River. — Communication  with  the  Natives. 

• — Dif patch  the  Long-boat  up  the  River. — Inf  ructions  to  the  Officer  who 
commanded  her. — Long-boat  returns. — fhe  Iphigenia  weighs  Anchor  and 
drops  down  the  River. — Steer  to  the  South-end  of  Montagu  If  and. — Stand 
in  for  Snug-corner  Bay. — Several  Canoes  come  off  to  the  Ship. — Lif  cover 
that  the  Ship  Prince  of  Wales  had  quitted  the  Bay  ten  Days  before,  He. 

N~0  event  took  place  but  the  mere  ordering  and  courfe  of  the  fhip, 
till  the  30th  of  the  fucceeding  month,  when  (lie  was  arrived  in 
latitude  50°  29'  North,  and  longitude  1880  26'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. — 
The  weather  was  moderate  and  hazy,  and  the  wind  fettled  at  North 
Eaft.  Early  in  the  morning  they  faw  the  Ifland  of  Amluk,  bearing 
North  by  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty-four  leagues.  At  nine 
o’clock  they  wore  and  flood  in  for  the  land.  At  noon  the  weather  be- 
came clear,  and  they  faw  the  land  bearing  North  North  Eaft,  diftant 
from  twenty  to  twenty-three  leagues. 
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On  the  31ft,  they  had  light  winds  and  calms;  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  the  clouds  difperfed,  and  there  was  clear  weather  for  half  an 
hour  ; when  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  get  a number  of  diftances 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  from  a medium  of  which  the  longitude  was 
190°  19'  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  and  the  obferved  latitude  50°  58'  North. 

The  early  part  of  the  following  day  was  clear  and  moderate ; but 
the  latter  was  cloudy,  with  frefh  breezes.  The  crew  were  now  bufily 
employed  in  airing  and  mending  the  fails.  The  latitude  was  510  49' 
North,  and  the  longitude  1930  32'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 

A fteady  breeze  from  the  Weft  ward,  continued  with  hazy  weather 
through  the  whole  of  the  2d  ; and  on  the  3d  they  altered  the  courfe 
from  North  Eaft  to  North  Eaft  by  North.  The  arms  were  now 
cleaned,  and  the  arm-cheft  got  off  the  deck  into  the  cabin,  to  get 
them  out  of  the  way  both  of  the  feamen  and  the  favages  ; for  as  they 
were  approaching  the  land,  there  was  good  reafon  to  expefl  a vifit 
from  the  latter. 

On  the  5th,  at  day-light,  Trinity  Ifland  was  feen  bearing  North 
North  Weft,  diftant  feven  or  eight  leagues.  At  nine  it  bore  South 
half  Eaft,  fix  or  feven  leagues  ; and  at  noon  the  breeze  which  had 
blown  all  the  morning  to  the  North  Eaft,  encreafed  to  an  hard  gale  ; 
when  the  latitude,  from  an  indifferent  obfervation,  was  56°  29'  North, 
and  the  longitude  204°  54'  Eaft. 

At  noon  it  blew  hard,  and  the  gale  encreafed,  fo  that  they  were  obliged 
to  hand  the  fore-fail  and  clofe  reef  the  main  top-fail:  at  eight  in  the 
evening,  the  extremity  of  the  land  from  Cape  Trinity,  bore  Eaft 
North  Eaft,  to  North  Weft  by  Weft,  being  diftant  from  the  neareft 

land 
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land  fix  leagues.  At  eleven  o’clock  wore  the  fhip,  and  flood  to  the 
Southward  and  Eaftward.  At  fix  in  the  morning  Cape  Trinity  bore 
North  Nortli  Eaft,  at  the  diflance  of  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues. 
The  gale  continued  to  encreafe,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening,  the  fhip  wore 
and  flood  to  the  Northward.  No  observation  was  made  on  this  day. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  it  blew  an  hurricane, — reefed  and  handed 
the  main-fail,  and  laid  the  fhip  to  under  a balanced  try-fail,  and  got  three 
balance  tackles  on  the  gaff  to  Support  it.  At  five,  they  Saw  the  land, 
the  extremities  from  Port  Trinity  bearing  North  North  Weft,  to  Weft 
South  Weft,  and  Two  Headed  Point  Weft  North  Weft,  — diftant  from 
the  body  of  the  land  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues.  At  fix  they  wore,  and 
lay  to  on  the  larboard  tack.  It  now  blew  the  moil  tremendous  Storm 
that  had  ever  been  Seen  by  any  perfon  on  board  ; and  at  four  in  the 
afternoon  the  gale  not  being  in  the  leaft  abated,  they  got  the  top- 
gallant mails  down  on  deck,  laying  to  with  the  head  of  the  fhip  to  the 
Southward  and  Eaftward.  About  five  the  gale  abated,  but  there  was  a 
molt  dreadful  fea  frill  running.  At  nine  they  made  fail,  and  got  the  top* 
gallant  mails  and  yards  up.  On  the  8th,  the  wind  ftill  continued  to 
the  Northward  and  Eaftward,  but  rather  variable.  The  land  was  feen- 
bearing  North  Weft,  diftant  five  or  fix  leagues.  The  obferved  latitude 
was  56°  2c/  North.  Longitude  205°  36'  Eaft. 

On  the  9th,  they  had  fair  weather,  with  moderate  and  light  breezes 
from  the  Eaftward.  The  iftand  which  Captain  Douglas  took  for  Trinity 
Ifland,  as  it  is  in  the  Same  latitude  and  longitude  which  had  been  laid 
down,  lies  off  the  mouth  of  a large  bay,  furrounded  with  low  land.  The 
hills  were  covered  with  fnow,  while  the  low  lands  pofleffed  the  fin  eft  ver- 
dure, but  not  a tree  was  Seen  on  the  one  or  the  other.  In  this  bay  there 
is  a fecure  fhelter  from  the  North  Weft  winds,  which,  had  it  been  known, 
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would  have  afforded  a certain  protection  to  the  Iphigenia  in  the 
late  violent  gale  of  wind.  This  land  forms  part  of  the  coaft  between 
Foggy  Ifland  and  Trinity  Ifland,  mentioned  by  Captain  Cook,  and  has 
by  no  means  the  barren  appearance  of  that  land  which  is  to  the  North- 
ward of  Trinity  Ifland,  and  the  Southward  of  Cape  Greville.  As  the 
wind  continued  to  the  Eaftward,  they  plied  to  the  windward,  and  flood 
into  eight  fathoms  of  water,  with  a fandy  bottom. 

On  the  10th  the  w'eather  was  moderate  and  hazy.  At  fix  in  the  af- 
ternoon they  got  a fight  of  the  land,  bearing  Eafl  North  Eafl,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  ten  leagues.  This  land  forms  a cape  projecting  into 
the  bay,  which  was  now  named  Cape  Rollings.  It  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  c 12'  North,  and  the  longitude  of  207°  3'  Eafl.  During  the 
night  no  foundings  could  be  obtained  with  feventy  fathoms  of  line. — 
On  the  following  day  at  noon,  the  extremities  of  the  land  bore  from 
Weft  North  Weft  to  Eaft  by  South  ; the  Ifland  of  Kodiak  bearing  Eaft. 
The  obferved  latitude  was  then  56°  56'  North,  and  the  longitude,  by  a 
lunar  obfervation,  205°  36'  Eaft  of  Greenwich.  It  had  been  rather  calm 
through  the  day  ; but  about  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a breeze  fprung 
up  from  the  Southward  and  Eaftward,  and  drew  round  to  tire  Eaft. — 
They  worked  up  the  coaft,  and  flood  in  fhore  to  nine  fathoms  of  water 
with  a muddy  bottom,  the  current  being  very  much  againft  them. — At 
noon  of  the  12th,  Trinity  Ifland  bore  Eaft  half  South  ; the  extremities  of 
the  continent  bearing  from  Eaft  North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  to  North  half 
Weft  ; the  diftance  of  the  fhip,  from  the  neareft  land,  was  at  this  time 
feven  leagues.  The  obferved  latitude  was  56°  48'  North;  and  from  a 
mean  of  eight  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon  about  three  quarters  after 
twelve  at  noon,  the  longitude  was  205°  5'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 
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At  feven  in  the  evening,  a fine  breeze  fprung  up  from  North  North 
Weft,  as  they  were  fteering  through  the  paflage  between  Trinity  Ifland 
and  the  main,  when  they  had  regular  foundings  from  leventeen  to  feven 
fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  fine  fand. 

On  the  North  fide  of  the  ifland  towards  the  fea,  there  is  a very  fine 
bay,  where  {hips  may  run  in  with  fafety.  Copious  ftreams  of  water 
were  running  from  the  mountains,  and  great  quantities  of  drift  wood 
lying  along  the  fliore.  About  eight  a native  came  off  to  the  {hip  in  a 
fmall  canoe,  and  taking  off  the  head  of  a feal  which  he  wore  on  his  own, 
he  made  them  an  obeifance,  and  a{ked  them  how  they  did,  in  the  Ruffian 
language -.—when,  having  taken  a furvey  of  the  {hip,  he  paddled  back 
to  the  fliore.  Shortly  after,  another  canoe  with  one  man  in  it  paid  them 
a vifit  ; who,  in  return  for  a few  beads,  with  which  he  appeared  to  be 
infinitely  delighted,  offered  the  fkin  of  a grey  fox  ; but  not  being  able 
to  make  it  faft  to  the  {hip,  as  {he  was  at  this  time  making  a deal  of 
way  through  the  water,  he  took  it  back  with  him.  This  man  did  not 
fpeak  the  language  either  of  Cook’s  River  or  Nootka  Sound. 

They  had  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  light  airs  and  calms,  and 
at  ten  in  the  morning  had  cleared  the  paflage.  At  noon,  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  was  56°  45'  North  ; and  longitude,  from  the  refult  of 
feveral  obfervations  was,  paft  noon,  206°  6'  Eaft  : the  extremities  of 
Trinity  Ifland  bearing  from  South  Eaft  by  Eaft  to  South  Weft  ; and 
thofe  of  the  coaft  from  Weft  South  Weft,  to  North  North  Eaft,  at 
the  diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  was 
240  5 1'  Eaft.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  the  extremities  of  the  con- 
tinent bore  from  South  Weft  half  South,  to  North  North  Eaft.  At  nine 
they  tried  the  current,  and  found  it  running  four  fathoms  an  hour. 
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It  being  calm  and  no  fgns  of  a breeze,  and  as  they  had  no  foundings 
at  the  fhip,  which  was  four  leagues  from  the  land,  Captain  Douglas 
fent  the  jolly-boat  with  an  officer  on  (bore,  to  get  fome  fifh.  At  noon 
the  extremes  of  the  coaft  bore  from  South  Weft  to  Cape  Grevi'lle  North 
North  Eaft,  and  Trinity  Ifland  South  Weft  by  South,  at  the  diftance  of 
ten  leagues.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  56°  59'  North,  and  the 
longitude  206°  3'  Eaft.  About  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a light 
breeze  fpringing  up,  the  fhip  flood  towards  the  fhore,  and  a gun  was 

fired,  as  a fignal  for  the  boat.  At  four  fhe  returned  with  fome  hali- 

but. Mr.  Adamfon,  the  officer  who  commanded  her,  informed  Captain 
Douglas  that  they  had  met  with  fome  fiftiing  canoes,  and  that  the 

people  who  were  in  them,  parted  very  readily  with  what  fifh  they 

had,  but  requefted  fnuff  in  return,  holding  forth  their  boxes  to  be  re- 
plenifhed.  At  firft  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  were  Rufiians  ; but  on  con- 
fidering  their  drefs,  with  the  incifion  of  the  under-lip,  it  was  very  evident 
that  they  were  either  Kodiak  hunters,  or  fome  of  the  natives  of  Cook’s 
River: — Though  two  years  before,  fnuff  was  a commodity  to  which  the 
latter  di (covered  an  extreme  averfion. 

On  the  15th,  the  wind  was  from  the  Northward  arid  Eaftward,  with 
a fog.  At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a freffi  breeze  fprung  up,  but 
the  thick  hazy  weather  continued  through  the  day.  About  five  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 6th,  the  weather  cleared,  when  they  faw  Cape  Greville 
on  their  beam,  bearing  Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  nine  leagues.  They  then 
altered  their  courfe  to  North  North  Weft,  with  a fine  breeze.  At  noon 
Cape  Whitfunday  bore  Weft  half  South.  The  extremities  of  the 
land  from  the  ifland  of  Saint  Hermogenes,  bore  North  Weft  by  North 
ten  leagues,  to  South  Weft  by  Weft.  Here  they  faw  feveral  fea-otters 
fporting  in  the  water,  and  great  numbers  of  whales. — The  latitude 
at  noon  was  58°  oft  North,  and  the  longitude  207°  33'  Eaft  of 
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■Greenwich.  At  midnight  they  had  a frefh  gale  from  the  Southward,  1788. 

when  they  pa  fled  the  Barren  Iflands.  At  fix  in  the  morning  two  canoes  Tu  era  ay  17 

came  along  fide  from  Point  Bede,  and  fhortly  after  a Ruffian  from  the 

fame  place,  with  foine  Kodiak  hunters.  They  brought  a prefent  of  a 

dozen  frefh  falmon,  and  in  return  received  a fmall  quantity  of  brandy 

and  fome  tobacco.  At  noon,  the  extremes  of  the  larboard  fhore  bore 

from  South  half  Weft,  to  North  Weft  by  North  ; and  thofe  on  theftar- 

board  fide,  from  South  South  Eaft,  to  North  half  Weft  ; Cape  Douglas 

bore  Weft  half  South  ; Mount  Saint  Auguftine,  North  Weft  half 

Weft  ; Point  Bede,  South  Eaft  half  Eaft  ; and  Anchor  Point,  North  hair 

Weft  ; diftant  from  the  ftarboard  and  neareft  fhore  about  fix  or  feven 

miles. 

The  latitude  at  noon  was  590  4P  North.  They  had  light  winds  as  they 
run  up  Cook’s  River  ; and  about  two  in  the  afternoon  feven  or  eight 
canoes  came,  along-fide,  from  a few  huts  that  were  a little  way  a-head  of 
the  fhip.  All  the  natives  of  this  place  were  ticket-men,  and  immediately 
produced  their  tickets,  as  paffports  for  good  ufage  ;*  but  they  were  fo  poor 
as  not  to  produce  an  inch  of  fur  amongft  them.  About  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon the  tide  fet  fo  ftrong  againft  them,  as  well  as  in  fhore,  that  they 
were  under  the  neceftity  of  dropping  anchor  in  five  fathoms  and  an  half 
water,  about  two  miles  from  the  fhore. — The  extremities  of  the  land 
were  as  follow: — The  ftarboard  fhore,  from  South  by  Eaft,  to  North 

* Thefe  tickets  are  purchafed  by  the  Indians  from  the  Ruffian  traders  at  a very  dear  rate, 
under  a pretence  that  they  will  iecure  them  from  the  ill  treatment  of  any  {hangers  who 
may  vifit  the  coall:  ; and  as  they  tak"  care  to  exercife  great  cruelty  on  fuch  of  the  na- 
tives as  are  not  provided  with  thefe  inftruments  of  fafety,  the  poor  people  are  very  happy 
to  purchafe  them  on  any  terms. — Such  is  the  degrading  fyfcem  of  the  Ruffian  trade  in 
thefe  parts  ; and  forms  a {hiking  contrail  to  the  liberal  and  humane  fpirit  of  Britifh  com- 
merce. 
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half  Weft  : the  larboard  fhore,  from  South  South  Weft,  to  North  Weft 
by  Weft  : Cape  Douglas,  Weft  by  South  : Mount  St.  Auguftine,  Weft  : 
Anchor  Point  South  by  Eaft  half  Eaft  ; diftant  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

Captain  Douglas  now  ordered  the  boat  to  be  hoifted  out,  in  order  to  go 
on  fhore  to  look  for  the  watering-place,  and  obferve  the  behaviour  of 
the  natives. — On  landing,  they  found  a fmall  river  running  by  the  fide  of 
the  huts,  and  the  natives  very  fhy.  About  fifty  or  threefcore  of  them 
fat  basking  in  the  fun,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  who  took  no 
notice  whatever  of  the  boat’s  crew.  As  the  Iphigenia  was  in  great  want 
of  wood  and  water,  it  was  abfolutely  necefl'ary  to  remain  in  their  prefent 
fituation  till  a fufficient  fupply  was  obtained  of  thefe  eflential  articles. — 
Befides,  there  were  no  more  than  two  casks  of  beef,  and  one  of  pork,  on 
board,  to  ferve  them  the  reft  of  the  fummer,  and,  as  it  might  happen,  to 
carry  them  down  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  A fupply  of  fifh  was  therefore 
necefiary  to  enable  them  to  run  the  coaft  down  to  the  Southward,  where 
they  expected  to  find  abundance  of  furs  ; and  this  river  was  expected  to 
yield  plenty  of  falmon,  which  might  be  falted  down  for  the  remaining 
part  of  their  voyage. 

It  was  defigned,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  to  move  the  fhip 
higher  up,  fo  as  to  lie  oppofite  the  mouth  of  this  river;  but  before 
the  tide  became  favourable  fihe.  touched  the  ground  ; they  therefore  run 
out  the  kedge,  hove  up  immediately,  flipped  the  hawfer,  and  made  fail, 
when  they  found  a bank  on  the  outfide  with  only  two  fathoms  and  a half : 
it  being  at  this  time  low  water,  the  boat  was  fent  a-head  to  found  ; 
when  they  ran  up  the  river  about  eighteen  miles,  and  came  to  with  the 
ftream,  over  a fandy  bottom,  and  about  a mile  and  an  half  from  the 
fhore,  which  had  a fteep  beach.  The  boat  was  then  fent  to  find  out  the 
moft  convenient  place  for  watering. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  they  had  dropped  the  anchor,  feveral  canoes  came  from  the 
huts  which  they  faw  yefterday  : and  though  the  natives  had  nothing  to 
fell,  they  continued  near  the  fhip  till  the  evening.  Some  of  them,  in- 
deed, caught  a few  falmon,  which  were  purchafed  with  beads.  It  ap- 
peared as  if  thefe  people  were  on  the  watch  to  prevent  any  of  the  natives 
up  Cook’s  river  from  vifiting  the  fhip — The  next  day  was  employed  in 
wooding  and  watering,  clearing  the  hold,  and  brewing  fpruce  beer. 

On'  the  20th  they  had  light  winds  and  pleafant  weather. — In  the 
morning  they  lighted  the  anchor  and  moored  fhip,  when  all  hands  were 
employed  in  wooding  and  watering.  The  net  was  alfo  hauled  into  the 
mouth  of  the  river  for  falmon,  but  without  fuccefs. 

On  the  day  following  the  fame  weather  and  occupations  continued. — • 
About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  five  canoes  came  down  the  river1, 
and  the  people  in  them  called  out  Noota,  Noota , as  foon  as  they  got 
along-fide  the  (hip.  Five  ofter-skms  were  purchafed  of  thefe  favages, 
but  they  would  take  nothing  except  broad  bar-iron  ; two  feet  of  which 
were  paid  for  each  skin. 

It  appeared  as  if  they  were  at  war  with  the  Ruffians  and  Kodiak 
hunters,  each  of  them  being  armed  with  a couple  of  daggers. — They 
earneftly  entreated  Captain  Douglas  to  go  higher  up  the  river  ; and  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  it  was  from  the  report  of  his  guns,  which  he 
ordered  to  be  fired  morning  and  evening,  that  they  knew  of  his  arrival. 
They  alfo  informed  him  that  they  had  got  a confiderable  quantity  of 
Natunich ticks,  or  fea-otter  skins,  but  were  afraid  to  bring  them  down,  on 
account  of  the  Ruffians. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  22c!  it  blew  a freffi  gale,  which  railed  fo  great 
a furf  in  fliore,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  get  either  wood  or  water  to  the 
ft>ip- — All  the  casks  being  full  on  the  beach,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
leave  four  men,  with  the  fecond  officer,  011  ffiore  all  night,  to  guard 
them.  About  midnight  the  wind  ffiifted  from  South  Weft  to  Eaft,  and 
brought  fair  weather  along  with  it. 


O11  the  23d,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  with  light  winds  from  the  South- 
ward and  Eaftward.  They  now  got  the  water  on  board,  and  coiled  the 
cables  below.  The  long-boat  alfo  having  received  fome  damage,  ffie  was 
hauled  up  on  the  beach,  and  the  carpenters  and  caulkers  employed  in  re- 
pairing her  ; — they  were  likewife  fet  to  work  to  prepare  a couple  of  mafts 
and  yards  for  her,  as  it  was  intended  to  difpatch  her  up  the  river,  as 
high  as  Point  Poffeffion,  on  the  information  of  the  natives. 

The  long-boat  being  finiffied,  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  flic 
was  launched,  and  at  half  paft  ten  was  difpatched,  with  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  well  manned  and  armed,  on  her  intended  expedition  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  officer.  The  inftruclions  given  to  him  by  Cap- 
tain Douglas  were  to  the  following  purport:  — 

“ He  was  ordered  to  proceed  up  as  high  as  Point  Poffeffion  ; to  look 
into  moft  of  the  fmall  bays  or  low  lands  in  fearch  of  inhabitants,  and  to 
barter  his  iron  or  beads  for  fea  otter  skins,  black  foxes  skins  and  falinon. 
If  he  met  with  any  Ruffians,  he  was  inftrufted  to  treat  them  with  civi- 
lity, but  at  the  fame  time  to  be  upon  his  guard,  and  not  to  fuffer  either 
them  or  the  natives  to  enter  into  his  boat. — In  cafe  of  bad  weather,  or 
if  by  any  unforefeen  accident  he  ffiould  be  detained  four  or  five  days, 
Captain  Douglas  mentioned  his  defign,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  to 
follow  him,  with  the  fhip,  up  the  river,  to  Point  Poffeffion  ; and  that 

2 he 
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fie  ffiould  fire  guns  to  give  him  notice  of  his  approach.  The  officer, 
however,  was  ordered  to  do  his  utmofl  to  return  to  the  fliip  at  the  end 
of  five  days. 

The  carpenter  and  caulker  being  ordered  on  fhore  to  procure  fome 
fpars  for  oars,  which  were  very  much  wanted,  they  were  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  tracing  the  banks  of  the  river  to  a confiderable  diftance  before 
they  could  find  any  that  would  anfwer  their  purpofe.  When  thefe  peo- 
ple returned  on  board  they  declared,  that  as  the  long-boat  turned  the 
point,  they  heard  the  difcharge  of  eleven  great  guns.  Though  Cap- 
tain Douglas  was,  in  fome  degree,  alarmed  when  he  firfl  received  this 
intelligence  ; yet  as  he  had  been  informed  by  a Ruffian  who  went  on 
board  the  Iphigenia  at  Point  Bede,  that  none  of  his  countrymen  were  fo 
high  up  the  river  ; and  as  the  long-boat,  if  ffie  had  been  attacked,  would 
have  returned,  the  wind  being  fair  to  come  back  to  the  fliip,  it  was 
concluded,  as  it  afterwards  turned  out,  that  thefe  great  guns  were 
nothing  more  than  mufquets,  which  the  people  had  fired  at  fome  ducks, 
and  whofe  report  was  conveyed  by  the  wind,  which  blew  right  to  the 
place  where  the  carpenters  were  at  work. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  two  canoes  came 
down  the  river,  and  brought  a fea-otter  cut  through  the  middle,  and  other- 
wife  mangled.  It  appeared  as  if  thefe  natives  thought  that  the  fieffi  was 
wanted,  and  not  the  (kin  ; but  no  futisfa&ory  explanation  could  be  obtained, 
as  they  did  not  underhand  any  words  that  were  addreffed  to  them  ; and  in- 
deed gave  no  caufe  for  fuppofing  that  they  had  ever  traded  with  any  Eu- 
ropean people.  They  had  not  a fugle  bead  of  any  kind  in  their  poffeffion  ; 
and  the  few  which  were  now  given  them,  feemed  to  attract  that  kind 
of  admiration  which  is  awakened  by  objects  that  have  been  never, 
or  at  leaft  feldom  fee  11  before.  It  was  conjectured  that  they  were  in- 
land 
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land  natives,  who  live  up  the  country  in  the  winter,  and  had  defcended 
fome  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  Smoky  Bay,  as  that  was  the  quarter 
from  whence  they  appeared  to  come.  As  it  blew  freffi,  and  there  was  a 
large  fwell  occafioned  by  the  tide,  they  left  the  fhip,  and  went  in  towards 
the  fnore. 

The  weather  on  the  26th  was  moderate  and  pleafant,  and  about  nine 
in  the  morning  two  canoes  came  from  the  Southward,  in  one  of  which 
was  the  Ruffian  who  had  paid  the  Iphigenia  a vffit  from  Point  Bede. — 
He  brought  a prefent  of  fome  falmon,  which  was  returned  by  a fmall 
parcel  of  tobacco.  At  feven  in  the  afternoon  twelve  double  canoes 
came  along-fide  from  the  Southward  ; the  people  in  them  were  Kodiak 
hunters,  but  they  had  neither  (kins  nor  ffih  ; — though  they  promifed 
to  bring  fome  of  the  latter  in  the  morning. 

At  one  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  they  faw  the  long-boat  dropping 
down  with  the  tide:  and  at  two  came  along-f de  the  Iphigenia,  having 
obtained  nothing  but  one  very  indifferent  fea-ottei  fkin,  and  about  two 

dozen  of  fplit  falmon. The  officer,  Mr.  Adamfon,  reported,  that  as 

high  up  the  river  as  6o°  42'  North,  he  met  with  Ruffians  and  Kodiak 
hunters,  who  followed  him  from  village  to  village,  and  had  got  entire  pof- 
feffion  of  the  river.  The  boat  being  returned,  at  fix  o’clock  the  fhip  was 
unmoored  ; and  on  the  turn  of  the  tide,  they  weighed  anchor  and  drop- 
ped down  the  river.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  5(7°  58'  North. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  flood-tide  fetting  in,  thev  dropped 
anchor  juft  below  Anchor  Point,  in  feventeen  fathoms  of  water.—' The 
extremities  of  the  Weftern  fhore  bore  from  North  Weft  by  North,  to 
Weft  by  South  ; Cape  Douglas  bearing  Weft  ; Mount  Saint  Auguftine’ 
Weft  North  Weft,  half  North  ; and  Point  Bede  South  South  Eaft  ; dis- 
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tant  three  or  four  leagues.  At  nine  in  the  evening,  with  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  they  hove  up,  and  made  fail  with  alight  breeze  from  the  South- 
ward and  We  ft  ward. 

On  the  28th  at  noon,  Cape  Elizabeth  bore  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  the  Saturday  2* 
Eafternmoft  of  the  Barren  Iflands,  Eaft  South  Eaft.  At  about  five  miles 
off  fhore,  there  were  no  foundings  with  fixtv  fathoms  of  line.  No  ob- 

7 CD  J 

fervation  was  made  of  the  latitude,  but  the  longitude  was  207°  46''  Eaft. 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  the  Eafternmoft  of  the  Bar-  Sunday  2 9 
ren  Iflands  bore  South  South  Eaft,  and  Cape  Elizabeth  North  North 
Eaft,  diftant  about  five  leagues.  The  weather  being  hazy,  there  was 
no  opportunity  of  making  an  obfervation. 

They  flood  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward  till  four  in  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  with  a moderate  breeze  from  the  Northward  and  Eaftward,  Mondays* 
accompanied  by  hazy  weather  and  rain.  At  ten,  the  ifiand  of  Saint 
Hermogenes  bore  South  Weft,  diftant  feven  leagues. — No  obfervation. 

They  had  now  light  winds  and  calms,  with  a ftrong  current  fetting  JULY- 

Tuefday  i 

them  to  the  Southward  and  Weftward.  At  day-light,  the  extremities 
of  the  main  bore  from  North  Weft  to  North  Eaft  half  North,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twelve  leagues.  At  eight  the  body  of  the  Barren 
Iflands  bore  North  Weft  by  Weft,  diftant  fourteen  leagues. 

As  they  had  been  difappointed  of  the  fupply  of  falmon  which 
they  expe&ed  to  have  found  in  Cook’s  River,  and  there  being  no  more 
than  three  cafks  of  provifions  remaining,  Captain  Douglas  was  under  the 
neceftky  of  reducing  himfelf  and  officers,  as  well  as  the  feamen,  to  a 
very  fhort  allowance.  The  latitude  was  590  2'  North. 
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The  wind  continuing  at  North  Eaft,  and  Eaft  North  |Eaft,  the  very 
courfe  they  fought  to  fleer,  with  an  heavy  fwell,  the  (hip  laboured  ex- 
ceedingly, and  made  a very  flow  progrefs  along  the  coafl.  About  fix  in 

the  morning  they  flood  in  to,  within  a league  of,  the  main  land. 

At  nine  they  unbent  the  main  top-fail  to  repair,  and  bent  the  old  one. 
The  main  top-maft  flay-fail  alfo  fuffered  confiderably  from  the  fqually 
weather,  as  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  carrying  a prefs  of  fail 
to  keep  the  (hip  from  being  forced  down  by  the  current  among  the 

Barren  Iflands. The  weather  was  thick  and  hazy,  fo  that  no  ob- 

fervation  could  be  made,  nor  had  they  any  fight  of  land. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  wind  (biffed  to  the  South  Eafl, 
with  moderate  weather.  At  noon  the  extremities  of  the  continent  bore 
from  North  North  Weft,  to  Weft  by  South,  diftant  ten  leagues;  and 
the  obferved  latitude  was  590  18'  North. 

At  four  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  they  were  about  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  from  the  continent,  and  at  neon  the  extremities  of  the  land 
bore  from  North  Eaft,  to  South  Weft  half  Weft,  diftant  off  (hore  four 
leagues.  The  latitude  was  590  47'  North.  In  the  afternoon  they  had 
frefh  North  Eafterly  breezes,  with  fqualls  and  rain  ; and  in  the  evening 
the  extremities  of  the  continent  bore  from  North  North  Eaft  half 
Eaft,  to  Weft  half  South,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  eleven  leagues. 

On  the  5th,  at  noon,  the  extremities  of  the  land  bore  from  North  half 
Eaft,  to  Weft  half  South,  diftant  ten  or  eleven  leagues  The  obferved 
latitude  was  590  i / North.  In  the  evening  they  had  frefli  gales,  with 
heavy  fqualls  and  rain.  ' 
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On  the  6th,  at  noon,  the  extremities  of  Montagu  Ifland  bore  from 
North  by  Eaft,  to  North  by  Weft.  It  was  the  intention  of  Captain 
Douglas  to  keep  without  Montagu  Ifland,  from  the  number  of  funken 
rocks  which  lie  in  the  inner  paffage  ; but  finding  it  blow  fo  frelh, 
and  the  wind  being  right  in  his  teeth,  he  could  not  effect  his  pur- 
pofe.. — The  latitude,  from  an  obfervation,  was  590  36'  North.  They 
had  now  fair  weather,  with  frefh  Eafterly  breezes ; and  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  had  foundings  in  twenty-five  fathoms  water.  At  fix,  as 
the  tide  was  fetting  againft  them,  they  dropped  the  ftream  anchor  in 
eight  fathoms  water,  about  three  miles  from  the  fhore  of  Montagu 
Ifland,  the  extremities  of  which  bore  Eaft  by  South,  half  South,  to  North 
half  Eaft;  and  thofe  of  the  continent  bore  from  South  Weft  by  South,  to 
North  North  Eaft.  At  half  paft  eight  they  weighed  anchor,  and  turned 
up  that  paffage. 

On  the  yth,  at  one  in  the  morning,  dropped  anchor  about  eight  miles 
to  the  Northward,  in  twenty-feven  fathoms  water,  and  fix  miles  from 
the  fhore.  At  nine  they  weighed  again,  and  ftretched  over  to  within  a 
mile  of  the  continent,  when  there  was  no  ground  with  thirty-fix  fathoms 
of  line. — At  noon  they  were  furrounded  with  land,  except  towards  the 
paffage  by  which  they  entered,  and  which  bore  South.  The  obferved 
latitude  was  6o°  o'  North.  They  had  light  breezes  and  fair  weather  as 
they  turned  between  Montagu  Ifland  and  the  main. — At  fix  in  the  even- 
ing they  came  to  with  the  kedge  in  thirteen  fathoms  water,  about  one 
mile  and  an  half  from  the  Montagu  Ifland  fhore.  At  ten,  they  weighed 
anchor,  with  a light  breeze  at  Eaft  South  Eaft. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  they  were  in  the  mid- 
channel, between  Montagu  Ifland  and  the  Green  Iflands.  At  noon, 

R r 2 the 


3*5 
1 y38. 

Jl/LV. 

Sunday  6 


Monday  j 


»■» 


Tuefday  S 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 


3l6 

I788. 

July. 


Wednefday  9 


ThurWay  10 


the  extremes  of  the  former  bore  from  Weft  half  South,  to  North  North 
Eaft,  the  body  of  the  latter  South  by  Weft  Cape  Hinchinbroke  Eaft 
North  Eaft  ; and  an  ifland  lying  off  Snog  Corner  Cove,  North  by  Eaft  ; 
diftant  from  Montagu  Ifland  two  or  three  leagues. — Several  guns  were 
now  fired  to  acquaint  the  natives  of  our  arrival. — The  obferved  latitude 
was  6o°  23'  North.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  they  flood  over  to  the  Weft- 
ern  fhore,  with  light  winds  and  clear  pleafant  weather.  At  eight  in  the 
evening  they  wore  and  flood  in  for  the  cove,  with  light  airs  and  calms. 
At  noon,  on  the  9th,  dropped  the  ftream  anchor  in  five  fathoms  water,, 
in  Snug  Corner  Cove. — The  remainder  of  this  day  was  employed  in  un- 
bending the  fails,  hoifting  out  the  boats,  and  ether  neceflary  matters. 

On  the  10th,  fix  canoes  of  the  Chenouways  tribe  came  alongfide,  but 
had  no  more  than  one  fea-otter  skin  among  them,  which  was  purchafed, 
with  five  or  fix  feal-skins  for  the  rigging.  Kennoonock  informed  Captain 
Douglas  that  a fhip  had  been  there,  which  had  failed  only  ten  days  be- 
fore with  plenty  of  skins,  and  it  appeared  for  Cook’s  river.  This  in- 
telligence was  confirmed  by  the  party,  who  had  been  on  fhore  for  wood, 
as  they  had  feen,  inferibed  on  a couple  of  trees,  J.  Etches , of  the  Prince 
of  J Vales,  May  cjth,  17 88,  and  John  Hutchins. 
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I The  Iphigenia  fails  from  Snug  Corner  Bay. — They  pafs  Kaye's  If  and. — 
Clofe  in  with  Cape  Suckling. — Slow  Progrefs  along  the  Coaf , on  Account  of 
the  Eaferly  Winds. — Send  the  hong-boat  into  Beering's  Bay , which  returns 


great  Number  of  Sea  Otter  Skins , He.  of  the  Natives  of  Crofs  Cape. — A 
fngular  Example  of  the  Power  of  the  Women  among  them. — Steer  into  Sea- 
Otter  Bay. — Pafs  Douglas  fland. — Enter  a Bay  called  Port  Meares. — 

Pafs  Rofe  Point. — Obfervations  on  the  Coaf. — Join  the  Felice  at  Nootka 
Sound. 

ILL  the  14th,  the  people  011  board  the  Iphigenia  were  employed  in  Monday  14 


wooding,  watering,  and  repairing  the  fails.  During  that  interval 
they  had  been  vifited  by  fome  canoes,  which  brought  fifh,  two  river- 
otter  skins,  and  fome  feal-skins.  Of  this  party  there  was  a man  of  the 
Tauglekamute  tribe,  who  informed  Captain  Douglas  that  they  had 
plenty  of  skins  in  his  diftriff,  and  promifed  to  return  the  following 
morning  to  attend  the  fh ip  thither.  At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a 
light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  Weft,  they  weighed,  and  turned  out 
of  the  cove.  At  ten  in  the  evening  Cape  Hinchinbroke  bore  South  Eaft 
by  South,  half  South,  and  the  North  end  of  Montagu  Ifland,  South  half 
Eaft  ; diftant  from  the  neareft  land  four  or  five  miles. 


after  having  been  driven  out  to  Sea. — They  fee  Ifands  of  Ice. — Pur  chafe  a 


3l8 

1788. 

July. 
Tuefday  ij 


Fi'iday  1 S 


Saturday  19 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  two  canoes  of  the  Chenouways  tribe 
came  alongfide  with  fome  skins,  chiefly  of  the  otter  cubs,  which  Captain 
Douglas  told  them  they  ought  not  to  deftroy.  At  noon  the  weather 
was  calm  and  cloudy,  Cape  Hinchinbroke  bearing  South  South  Eaft, 
and  the  North  Eaft  end  of  Montagu  Ifland  bearing  South,  diftant  three 
or  four  leagues ; at  eight  in  the  evening  the  former  of  thefe  places  bore 
South  Eafl  half  South,  and  the  latter  South  ; diftant  from  the  main  land 
four  or  five  miles. 

On  the  1 8th  at  noon,  the  South  end  of  Kaye’s  Ifland  bore  North 
Eaft  by  Eaft  half  Eafl:,  diftant  ten  leagues.  The  extremities  of  the 
continent  bore  from  North  North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  to  Weft  by  North  ; 
and  Montagu  Ifland  from  Weft  half  North,  to  Weft  South  Weft.  The 
obferved  latitude  was  590  52'  North,  and  the  longitude  2140  2'  Eaft  of 
Greenwich.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a breeze  lprung  up  from 
the  Southward  and  Weftward,  they  therefore  fet  all  their  fail,  and  flood 
for  the  South  end  of  Kaye’s  Ifland,  as  they  knew  from  former  experi- 
ence that  there  was  not  any  paflage  for  a fhip  through  Comptroller’s 
Bay. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  they  were  clofe  in  with  the  Cape,  when  they 
had  ground  from  ten  to  twenty  fathoms,  over  a clayey  bottom.  At  noon 
the  wind  was  variable  ; and  Cape  Suckling  bore  Weft  by  North,  diftant 
three  or  four  leagues.  The  obferved  latitude  was  590  57' North,  and  the 
longitude  2150  51'  Eaft.  They  had  a light  breeze  from  the  South- 
ward and  Eaftward  till  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  took 
them  back,  and  blew  from  Eaft  North  Eaft  in  heavy  fqualls  with  rain. 
Being  clofe  in  with  the  low  land  off  Cape  Suckling,  and  the  current  bet- 
ting them  on  Kaye’s  Ifland,  they  carried  a prefs  of  fail  to  clear  the  South 
end  of  it. 
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At  two  in  the  morning  the  weather  was  moderate,  with  the  wind  at  1788. 
the  Eaft  : At  noon  the  body  of  Kaye’s  Ifland  bore  South  Weft ; the  ex-  sindayV 
tremities  of  the  continent  from  Cape  Suckling  bearing  Weft  by  South  to 
North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  diftant  eight  leagues.  The  obferved  latitude  was 
590  57'  North,  and  longitude  216°  14/'  Eaft.  Light  winds  from  the 
Eaftward  till  fix  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind  came  round  to  the 
North,  and  at  eight  fhifted  to  the  North  Eaft. 

At  fun- rife  Kaye’s  Ifland  bore  Weft  half  North,  diftant  fourteen  Monday  2 * 
leagues.  At  eleven  it  blew  freflh,  with  the  land  in  fight ; and  at  noon 
the  obferved  latitude  was  590  18' North,  and  the  longitude  216°  23'  Eaft. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  they  lay  to  under  the  main-fail,  with  ftrong 
gales  from  the  North  Eaft,  and  extreme  cold. 


On  the  morning  of  the  22d  they  faw  the  land,  bearing  North  North  Tuefdayzs 
Eaft,  diftant  fifteen  or  fixteen  leagues.  At  eight  the  gale  abated,  when 
they  flood  in  for  the  land,  as  they  did  not  wifti  to  pafs  unfeen  on  any 
part  of  the  coaft  where  there  was  a probability  of  inhabitants.  At  noon 
the  weather  became  moderate,  and  the  obferved  latitude  was  590  5''  North, 
longitude  2170  10'  Eaft.  Frefh  breezes  fprung  up  from  Eaft  and  Eaft  by 
North,  with  heavy  rain,  at  fix  in  the  afternoon  ; and  at  eleven  at  night 
it  blew  very  hard,  which  obliged  them  to  wear,  and  ftand  to  the  South- 
ward under  courfes  and  double  reefed  main-top-fail. 

In  this  manner,  and  with  the  fame  variable  weather,  the  Iphigenia  Wednefdayso 
proceeded  to  run  parallel  with  the  coaft,  fometimes  in  fight  of  land,  and 
at  other  times  at  too  great  a diftance  to  fee  it,  or  obftrudted  from  the 
view  of  it  by  an  hazy  atmofphere,  till  the  30th  ; when,  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  they  faw  land  ; the  extremities  of  which  bore  from  North 
Weft  half  North,  to  North  Eaft,  diftant  fix  or  eight  leagues.  From  fix 
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to  ten  they  had  a light  breeze  from  South  South  Weft,  with  which  they 
flood  into  the  bay.  At  noon  it  was  calm  and  hazy,  when  they  made  but 
an  indifferent  obfervatlon,  according  to  which  their  latitude  was  590  27' 
North,  longitude  219°  42'  Eaft. 

At  half  paft  twelve  a light  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  Weftvvard,  with 
which  they  fleered  North  till  fix  in  the  evening,  when  it  fell  calm.  Be- 
ing within  a few  leagues  of  the  low  land,  and  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  bay, 
they  obferved  the  appearance  of  fmoke,  and  accordingly  flood  towards 
it ; but  the  wind  and  tide  failing,  the  long-boat  was  at  eight  in  the 
evening  hoifted  out,  in  order  to  be  lent  to  the  head  of  the  bay  ; but  the 
appearance  of  bad  weather  occafioned  her  being  detained  till  morning. 
At  nine  they  clued  the  top-fails  up,  and  dropped  the  ftream-anchor  in 
twenty-eight  fathoms  water  over  hard  ground.  At  midnight  it  was 
perceived  that  the  fhio  had  driven  off  the  bank  into  deeper  water  ; they 
therefore  gave  her  more  cable,  as  it  was  bad  anchoring-ground;  but  as 
the  wind  and  tide  were  both  adverfe,  they  kept  the  anchor  down  till  near 
flack  tide. 

At  three  in  the  morning  they  hove  up,  and  made  fail  toward  the  low 
land,  where  they  faw  the  fmoke.  At  four  the  weather  being  moderate 
and  clear,  the  long-boat  was  difpatched,  well  manned  and  armed,  under 
the  command  of  the  chief  officer,  who  was  inftrudted  to  proceed  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  to  make  fuch  examination  of  it,  and  obtain 
fuch  communication  with  any  inhabitants  he  might  find  there,  as  would 
tend  to  the  procuring  furs,  provifions,  &c. — At  the  entrance  of  this  bay 
they  had  fifteen,  ten,  and  eleven  fathoms  water,  over  a rocky  bot- 
tom, but  higher  up  no  foundings  could  be  obtained  with  fifty  fathoms  of 
line. — At  noon  the  latitude,  by  account,  was  590  41'  North,  longitude 
2 1 90  47'  Eaft.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  having  loft  fight  of  the 

long- 
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long-boat,  and  finding  that  fhe  was  driven  out  to  fea,  they  wore  and 
ran  down  towards  her.  At  half  paid  four  they  got  fight  of  her,  and 
within  an  hour  after  came  along-fide,  when  fhe  was  found  making 
very  bad  weather,  on  account  of  the  heavy  fea  : fhe  was  immediately 
hoifted  in,  and  they  made  fail  to  the  Southward  and  Eaftward. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  i ft  of  Auguft  it  blew  ftrong  from  the 
North  Eaft,  with  heavy  rain. — At  noon,  the  latitude  by  account  was 
c;9°  io'  North,  longitude  2190  33'  Eaft.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  the 
weather  moderated,  when  they  tacked,  and  flood  to  the  Northward  and 
Eaftward. 

At  fun-rife  land  was  feen,  the  extremities  of  which  bore  North  Eaft 
half  Eaft,  to  Weft,  diftant  fix  or  feven  leagues.  At  noon  the  extremities 
of  the  land  bore  from  North  Weft,  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  diftant  ten  leagues. 
The  obferved  latitude  was  590  iff  North,  and  the  longitude  220°  if  Eaft. 
In  the  afternoon  the  clouds  cleared  up  from  over  the  land,  which  gave 
them  a fight  of  Mount  Saint  Elias,  bearing  North  Weft  by  Weft,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  leagues.  — On  feeing  fomething  floating,  which 
they  could  not  afcertain,  as  they  had  but  little  wind,  the  jolly-boat  was 
hoifted  out  to  examine  it,  when  it  proved  to  be  a dead  bird,  of  a large  fize, 
which  Captain  Douglas  has  not  thought  worthy  of  a defcription. 

1 

In  the  morning  the  jolly-boat  was  difpatched,  with  orders  to  proceed 
within  a mile  of  the  fhore,  to  examine  if  there  was  any  appearance  of 
inhabitants ; and  about  noon  fhe  returned,  in  company  with  a large  ca- 
noe, containing  about  thirty  Indians. — They  now  dropped  the  bell;  bower 
anchor  in  twenty- feven  fathoms  water,  and  purchafed  of  the  natives  fe- 
veral  cotfacks  or  dreffes  of  fea-otter  skins,  and  a pair  of  gloves  of  the 
fame.  The  extremities  of  land,  when  at  anchor,  bore  from  Weft  North 
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1788.  Weft,  to  Eaft  by  South  half  South,  diftant  four  or  five  miles.  The  ob- 

August.  r , 

lerved  latitude  was  59°  10  North,  and  the  longitude  2210  27' Eaft. 

Tuefday  5 Early  next  morning  the  people  returned,  as  the  failors  obferved, 
with  all  their  old  cloaths,  as  the  cotfacks  which  they  now  offered  for 
fale  had  been  much  worn : thefe  articles,  however,  were  purchafed, 
with  a quantity  of  falmon  ; and  at  nine  o’clock  they  weighed  anchor  and 
proceeded  along  the  fhore. — At  noon  the  extremities  of  the  land  bore 
from  Weft  by  North  to  Eaft ; the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  590  T North* 
longitude  22 1°  33'  Eaft.  The  place  where  the  fbip  lay  was  called  Ti- 
anna’s  Bay,  in  honour  of  that  chief;  he  was  indeed  very  much  diflatis- 
fied  with  the  prefent  climate,  againft  the  cold  of  which  he  could  not 
protect  himfelf,  though  he  had  as  much  cloathing  on  him  as  he  could 
well  carry, — and  was  become  very  impatient  to  return  to  Owhyhee. 

Wednefday  6 At  fun-rife  on  the  6th  it  fell  calm,  and  continued  fo  till  eleven  o’clock*. 

when  a light  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  South  Weft. — At  noon  Cape- 
Fair  Weather  bore  North  Eaft  by  North,  and  Crofs  Cape  South  Eaft  by 
Eaft,  diftant  from  the  neareft  land  four  miles,  running  in  for  Crofs 
Sound. — The  latitude  by  account  was  58°  io'  North,  and  longitude 
22 30  15'  Eaft. — At  three  in  the  afternoon,  being  pretty  high  up  the 
Sound,  and  furrounded  with  what  appeared  to  be  iflands,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  the  jolly-boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  fent  to  difcover  if 
they  were  rocks  or  iflands  of  ice. — On  her  return,  the  account  of  the 
officer  was,  that  the  ifland  he  touched  at  was  ice,  as  well  as  two  or  three 
other  fmaller  ones  which  he  had  paffcd  : concluding  therefore  that  the 
iflands  on  the  outfide  of  them  might  be  ice  alfo,  they  hauled  clofe  in 
with  the  fhore,  and  fent  the  boat  a head  to  found. 
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At  fix  in  the  evening  a canoe  from  Crofs  Cape  arrived  along-fide  the 
fillip  with  one  man,  who  came  on  board  quite  naked.  On  being  prefented 
with  a jacket,  a pair  of  trowfers,  and  an  hat,  he  appeared  to  be  very 
much  delighted,  and  requeued  them  to  go  in  clofe  with  the  (hip,  when 
he  would  fhew  them  the  village  of  which  he  was  an  inhabitant.  He 
accordingly  went  a-head  in  his  canoe,  and  led  them  in  among  a parcel 
of  rocks,  with  only  three  or  four  fathoms  water,  fo  that  Captain  Dou- 
glas thought  it  neceflary  to  take  the  pilotage  of  the  veffel  upon  himfelf ; 
and  as  it  was  dark  and  hazy,  he  found  it  a matter  of  fome  difficulty  to  ex- 
tricate himfelf  from  his  very  unpleafant  fituation.  However,  at  half  paffc 
ten  at  night,  they  came  to  in  feventeen  fathoms  water,  over  a rocky 
bottom. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  five  canoes  came  along-fide,  when  forty  Thurfday i 
fca-otter  skins  and  feveral  cotfacks  were  purchafed  ; but  the  natives 
here  feemed  to  underfland  the  value  of  their  merchandize,  and  Captain 
Douglas  was  obliged  to  give  them  the  price  they  demanded.  By  eight 
o’clock  they  had  quitted  the  fhip  : — But  it  is  impofiible  to  take  leave 
of  them  without  mentioning  a circumftance,  which  appears  to  be  pecu- 
liar to  this  tribe  of  Indians ; among  whom  the  women  poffefs  a predo- 
minant influence,  and  acknowledged  fuperiority  over  the  other  fex — of 
this  they  gave  a very  ffriking  example. 

One  of  the  chiefs  having  unintentionally  interrupted  a canoe,  in 
which  was  a woman,  from  coming  clofe  to  the  fhip,  fhe  feized  a 
paddle,  and  flruck  him  fo  violently  with  it  on  the  head,  that  he 
was  almoff  difabled  from  employing  a fimilar  inffrument,  to  ward  off 
the  blows  which  followed.  In  this  manner  they  continued  their 
conteff,  fhe  ill  ffriking,  and  he  in  defending  himfelf,  for  near  half  an 
hour;  when  Captain  Douglas,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  Angular 
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fray,  fired  a mufquet  over  their  heads,  with  concomitant  figns  of  his 
difpleafure,  but  without  effect.  For  the  woman  now  depped  into  the 
canoe  of  the  man,  who  appeared  to  be  in  a ffate  of  complete  humiliation, 
and  pulling  out  a knife  from  fome  part  of  her  drefs,  {he  fpoke  for 
fome  time,  and  then  cut  him  acrofs  the  thigh.  Though  the  blood 
gullied  in  dreams  from  the  wound,  {he  was  about  to  repeat  her  violence, 
when  Captain  Douglas  interfered  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  oblige  this 
vengeful  dame  £0  return  to  her  own  boat,  and  give  the  bleeding  objedt 
of  her  vengeance  an  opportunity  to  paddle  away  to  the  Ihore.  During 
the  whole  of  this  engagement,  if  it  may  deferve  that  name,  not  one 
of  the  men  dared  to  interfere  ; nay  it  appeared  that  they  were  in  fuch 
an  entire  date  of  fubmiffion  to  female  controul,  that  they  could  not 
difpofe  of  a skin  till  the  women  had  granted  them  the  neceflary 
permiffion. 

As  thefe  people  had  difpofed  of  all  their  skins,  at  noon  Captain 
Douglas  made  fail  to  the  South  Ead,  with  the  wind  from  the  North 
Wed.  The  obferved  latitude  was  5S0  02'  North,  and  longitude 
2230  26'  Ead.  The  weather  was  now  moderate  and  fair,  and  they  kept 
a good  look  out  at  the  mad-head  for  canoes  or  fmoke.  At  feven  in 
the  evening  a canoe  was  feen  approaching  the  flaip,  which  foon  after 
arrived  with  two  large  otters  and  one  fmall  one,  jud  killed,  which  were 
purchafed.  The  man  on  board  the  canoe  gave  them  alfo  to  underdand 
that  more  skins  would  be  brought  in  the  morning.  They,  therefore, 
at  eight  o’clock,  ran  into  twenty-three  fathoms  of  water,  and  dropped 
the  bed  bower;  bottom,  fand  and  {hells. 

At  fun-rife  eight  canoes  came  along-fide,  when  fifty-fix  fea-otter 
{kins  were  purchafed,  fome  of  which  were  already  formed  into  dreffes.  At 
eleven  o’clock  they  weighed  anchor  and  made  fail,  running  along  the 
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fhore,  to  the  South  Eaft.  The  extremities  of  the  land  bore  from  Weft 
South  Weft,  to  South  Eaft  by  South,  off  fhore  about  three  or  four  miles. 
At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  570  3T  North,  longitude  2240  15' 
Eaft.  The  weather  continued  moderate,  with  the  wind  from  the  North 
Weft.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  they  faw  a large  bay,  but  being  clofe 
in  with  the  land,  and  there  being  no  appearance  of  inhabitants,  they 
tacked  and  flood  out.  At  ten  it  fell  calm,  and  continued  fo  till  noon 
the  next  day,  when  it  was  fo  hazy  as  to  preclude  making  an  accurate 
obfervation.  The  bay  they  left  the  preceding  evening  bore  North 
North  Eaft,  off  fhore  about  two  leagues.  At  three  in  the  afternoon 
a frefh  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  Weftward,  and  perceiving  a bay 
which  bore  Eaft  off  the  fhip,  they  hauled  in,  to  fee  if  there  were  any 
inhabitants,  but  not  difcovering  the  leaft  figns  of  any,  they  hauled  out 
again,  and  fhortened  fail  for  the  night,  not  wifhing  to  run  on,  leaft 
they  fhould  pafs  any  of  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  coaft,  and  of  courfe 
lofe  the  advantage  of  trading  with  the  natives. 

In  the  morning  they  made  fail,  and  got  on  deck  all  their  bread 
to  dry.  At  noon  Mount  Edgecombe  bore  North  Weft  by  Weft  half 
Weft  ; the  extremities  of  the  land  alfo  bearing  Tom  North  Weft  half 
Weft,  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  diftant  off  fhore  four  miles.  The  obferved 
latitude  was  590  19'  North.  From  a medium  of  feveral  diftances  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  the  longitude  was  2240  50'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. — At  eight 
in  the  evening,  it  blowing  frefh,  they  reefed  the  top-fails  and  fhortened 
fail  for  the  night,  two  fmall  iflaiids  bearing  from  the  fhip  South  by 
Eaft  half  Eaft.  The  extremities  of  the  land  bore  from  North  Weft  by 
Weft  half  Weft,  to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  diftant  from  the  fhore  five 
leagues. 


325 

1788. 

August, 


Saturday  9 


Sunday  1 ® 


Early 


3 26 
1 78B. 

August. 
.Monday  1 1 


■Juefday  12 


VOYAGES  TO  THE 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  nth  they  made  fail  for  the  land,  and 
at  noon  it  was  diflant  about  eight  or  nine  leagues.  The  obferved  lati- 
tude was  55°  2 1'  North,  and  the  longitude  2250  5/  Eafl.  A brifk  gale 
fpringing  up  from  the  Northward  and  Weflward,  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  they  ran  acrofs  the  mouth  of  a large  bay  which  forms  two 
.capes.  The  fouthern  one  was  called  Cape  Adamfon,  and  is  high,  bluff 
land,  lying  in  the  latitude  of  550  28'  North,  longitude  226°  21'  Eafl. 
The  other  to  the  North  was  named  Cape  Barnett.  It  is  low  towards  the 
fea,  but  rifes  gradually  within  land  to  a confiderable  height,  and  is  in  the 
latitude  of  550  39'  North,  longitude  226°  04"  Eafl. 

Having  run  a confiderable  way  up  the  bay,  they  entered  the  mouth  of 
2 flrait  paffage,  not  more  than  half  a mile  acrofs  from  fhore  to  fhore, 
fleering  North  : by  the  number  of  whales  which  were  blowing  a long 
way  within  the  paffage,  it  was  evident  that  there  was  plenty  of  water 
for  the  fhip.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  they  dropped  the  befl 
hower  in  feventeen  fathoms,  with  a fandy  bottom,  about  half  a mile 
from  the  fhore.  The  fhip  was  now  entirely  land-locked,  except  at  the 
entrance;  and  her  prefent  fituation  was  named  Sea-otter  Harbour,  from 
the  great  number  of  thofe  animals  which  were  in  the  water.  They  were 
as  thick  as  a flock  of  ducks ; and  the  man  at  the  mafl-head  taking  them 
for  rocks,  and  calling  out  accordingly,  occafioned  a confiderable  impedi- 
ment in  the  courfe  of  the  fhip. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  jolly-boat  was  difpatched  to 
found,  and  the  long-boat  to  look  out  for  a watering  place.  At  nine  the 
latter  returned  without  having  made  the  expelled  difcovery.  A very 
plentiful,  as  well  as  convenient  run  of  water,  was,  however,  foon  after 
found  by  Captain  Douglas  on  the  oppofite  fhore.  He  alfo  faw  many 
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places  where  there  had  been  fires,  but  no  other  traces  of  inhabitants. — 1788. 

In  pulling  up  the  bay  he  difcovered  a paflage  out  to  fea,  and  that  it 
was  an  ifland  where  the  fhip  lay : he  is  alfo  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  land 
which  formed  the  ftraits  to  the  Northward  mufl  confift  of  iflands. — All 
hands  were  now  employed  in  cutting  wood,  getting  in  water,  or  over- 
hauling the  rigging.  Captain  Douglas,  therefore,  took  this  opportunity 
of  taking  out  the  jolly-boat  to  explore  the  head  of  the  ftraits  ; when, 
after  pulling  three  or  four  hours,  he  faw  two  arms,  one  ftretching  to- 
wards the  North,  and  the  other  about  Eaft  South  Eaft.  By  the  number 
©f  whales  which  he  faw  blowing  in  thefe  different  branches,  he  con- 
cluded there  mufl  be  paflages  out  to  fea  through  both  of  them.  He  landed 
at  feveral  places,  and  faw  fpots  where  fires  had  been  made,  as  well  as 
boards  for  canoes;  but  no  other  figns  whatever  of  inhabitants.  At  feven 
in  the  evening  he  returned  on  board,  and  gave  orders  to  get  under 
way.  At  eight  they  fleered  through  the  mouth  of  the  flraits ; Cape 
Barnett  bearing  South  Well  by  Weft;  half  Weft,  and  Cape  Adamfoii:. 

South  by  Weft  half  Weft.- 


They  had  light  winds  from  the  Northward  till  nine  in  the  morning,  Wednefdgyi3 
when  it  frefhened  up.  At  noon  the  former  Cape  bore  North  Weft;  by 
Weft,  and  the  latter  North  Weft.  The  appearance  of  a large  bay  bore 
North  by  Weft  half  Weft  ; a fmall  ifland,  about  two  miles  in  circum- 
ference, South  South  Eaft,  diftant  feven  or  eight  miles.  It  was  now 
named  Douglas  Ifland  ; and  there  are  two  or  three  fmall,  . low  and  rocky 
iflands  lying  off  its  North  and  South  ends.  It  is  very  high,  and  covered 
with  verdure,  and  may  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  fixteen  or  feventeen 
leagues.  It  lies  ten  leagues  from  the  main  land,  in  the  latitude  of  54°58/ 

North,  and  longitude  226°  43'  Eaft.  Between  this  ifland  and  the  main 
there  is  another  of  lefier  extent,  which  is  rocky,  barren,  and  almoft 
level  with  the  water.  Between  thefe  two  iflands  they  fleered  their  courfe 
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by  compafs,  Eaft  South  Eaft,  but  could  get  no  foundings  with  fifty 
fathoms  of  line.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  they  had  a fteady  breeze  from 
the  Weftward,.  with  clear  weather,  when  they  paffed  Douglas  Ifland  ; 
but  as  they  were  fleering  in  for  a bay  which  bore  North  Eaft  by  North, 
there  came  on  4 very  thick  fog.  At  half  paft  four,  they  were  vifited  by 
two  canoes,  who  appeared  to  have  come  out  of  the  bay  for  which  the 
Iphigenia  was  fteering.  Twenty-fix  fea-otter  fkins  made  in  dreffes,  and 
fome  birds,  were  now  purchafed  of  their  vifitors,  who  were  fond  of 
iron  and  beads,  and  were  fatisfied  with  any  quantity  that  was  offered  to 
them. 

At  one  in  the  morning  it  blew  a ftiff  gale,  with  thick  and  foggy  wea- 
ther ; and  they  flood  off  South  South  Weft  till  four,  when  they  hove 
to.  At  nine  the  fog  diminifhed,  and  they  made  fail  in  fhore.  At  ten 
they  got  fight  of  Douglas  Ifland,  Weft  by  North  half  North.  At  noon 
the  main  land  extended  from  Eaft  by  North,  to  North  Weft  by  North, 
diftant  four  leagues  off  fhore.  The  obferved  latitude  was  now  540  43' 
North,  and  the  longitude,  as  reduced  from  the  laft  lunar  obfervations, 
227°  37'  Eaft.  They  continued  fteering  in  for  the  bay  which  was  feen 
the  preceding  evening,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  they  got  within  a 
fmall  ifland  that  lies  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  main  land.  Here  it 
fell  calm  ; and  a chief,  with  two  large  canoes,  each  containing  between 
thirty  and  forty  people,  came  along-fide,  finging  a general  chorus  of  no 
unpleafing  effedt.  As  the  tide  was  adverfe,  the  fhip  was  driving  down 
very  fall  towards  the  ifland  which  was  under  her  lee.  The  chief  was 
therefore  defired  to  lay  hold  of  a rope,  and  tow  the  fhip  higher  up  the 
the  bay,  which  was  immediately  done  ; the  natives  in  the  canoes  con- 
tinuing their  foil g as  they  proceeded.  At  three  they  dropped  anchor  in 
twenty-three  fathoms  of  water,  with  a bottom  of  fand  and  fhells. 
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The  Weftern  point  of  land  which  forms  the  bay,  bore  Eaft  South  1788. 
Eaft,  and  the  Eaftern  point,  Eaft  North  Eaft  ; fo  that  a fhip  lying  there  August“ 
is  only  expofed  to  four  points  of  the  compafs ; — that  is,  between  Eaft 
South  Eaft  and  Eaft  North  Eaft  : fhe  will  be  land-locked  every  other 
way  about  a mile  from  the  Weftern  fhore. — It  was  now  named  Port 
Meares.  The  latitude  of  the  fhip  at  anchor  was,  by  feveral  obfervations, 

540  51'  North,  and  longitude,  according  to  the  refult  of  feveral  diftances 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  2270  54'  Eaft  of  Greenwich. 

In  Port  Meares  there  are  two  large  arms  or  branches  of  the  fea  ; the 
one  turns  North  North  Eaft,  and  the  other  about  North  North  Weft, 
which  Captain  Douglas  fuppofes  to  have  a communication  with  Sea 
Otter  Sound.  During  this  and  the  two  following  days,  they  purchafed  Friday  1$ 

^ fc.  7 ’ y r Saturday  1$ 

feveral  fea-otter  skins  or  nickees,  as  the  natives  called  them.  They 
obtained  upwards  of  fixty  cotfacks  from  this  tribe,  which  Captain  Doug- 
las reprefents  as  the  moft  liberal,  unfufpicious  and  honeft  Indians  he 
had  ever  known. 

They  had  now  light  winds  from  the  Weftward,  with  very  pleafant  Sunday  if 
weather.  In  the  evening  of  the  17th  the  natives  of  the  Northern  or 
North  North  Eaftern  branch  of  the  fea,  made  a large  fire  to  give  notice 
of  their  approach  ; and  at  one  in  the  morning  they  came  along-fide,  Monday  i* 
finging  in  their  ufual  manner  as  they  approached  the  fhip. — Of  thefe 
people  they  purchafed  between  fifty  and  fixty  skins  made  into  dreffes, 
and  the  beft  they  had  yet  feen. 

On  the  20th  having  invited  three  of  the  chiefs  to  dinner,  they  made  Wednefdaya© 
Captain  Douglas  underftand  that  they  had  difpofed  of  all  their  nickees  ; 
but  that  if  he  would  return  with  plenty  of  beads  and  iron,  they  would 
be  prepared  with  a frefh  quantity  fufficient  for  his  demands.  They 
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then  took  him  on  deck,  and  pointing  out  to  fea,  made  figns  that  the 
nickees  came  from  thence.  Though  there  was  no  land  to  be  feen,  as  the 
coaft  took  an  Eafterly  direction  from  Port  Meares,  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon they  weighed  and  made  fail,  {leering  out  to  fea  South  Eafl,  with 
a frefh  breeze  from  the  Weft  ward.  After  running  fix  leagues,  they  faw 
land,  bearing  from  Eaft  South  Eaft,  to  South  Weft,  diftant  about 
twelve  leagues. — At  nine  it  came  on  thick  and  hazy  weather,  when  they 
hove  the  (hip  to,  with  her  head  to  the  Northward  and  Weft  ward. — 
During  the  night  they  had  foundings  from  fixty  to  eighty  fathoms, 
with  a fandy  bottom. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  it  cleared  up  on  the  oppofite 
fhore,  fo  that  they  had  a fight  of  the  land  which  forms  Port  Meares, 
bearing  North  North  Weft,  diftant  nine  or  ten  leagues.  They  then 
wore  and  made  fail  to  the  South  Eaft.  At  noon  they  were  clofe  in  with 
the  land,  which  extended  Eaft  by  North  half  North,  to  Weft  by  South. 
The  obferved  latitude  was  540  06'  North,  and  the  longitude  228°  04' 
Eaft.  They  now  run  along  the  fhore,  with  a fteady  breeze  from  the 
Weftward,  towards  a bay  to  which  the  natives  bad  pointed.  At  two 
they  faw  a thick  fmoke  at  the  bottom  of  it,  when  they  run  into  eleven 
and  nine  fathoms  of  water. — At  half  paft  two  a thick  fog  coming  on, 
and  land  feen  from  the  maft-head,  trending  due  North,  it  was  determined 
to  difcover  if  there  was  any  paflage,  or  if  the  land  that  was  feen  joined 
the  main.  At  a quarter  before  three  o’clock,  as  no  canoes  came  off, 
they  fet  a prefs  of  fail,  and  fleered  for  the  bluff  high  land  that  bore 
North.  At  five  it  cleared  up,  fo  that  they  had  a fight  of  both  fides,  as 
well  as  of  a fandy  fpit,  level  with  the  water,  which  ran  to  the  North- 
ward, as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  from  the  maft-head.  At  {even 
they  had  a ftiff  gale,  and  faw  the  end  of  the  low  fpit  of  find.  At  eight 
they  hauled  round  the  point,  when  it  was  difcovered  that  the  land  did 
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not  join  the  main,  but  formed  a large  illand,  which  took  a Southerly 
dire&ion. — After  rounding  the  fandy  level,  they  came  to  regular  found- 
ings of  ten,  eight  and  feven  fathoms  of  water,  about  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  illand,  the  extremes  of  which  bore  from  North  by  Weft, 
to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft  half  Eaft. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  feeing  no  appearance  of  inhabi- 
tants, they  weighed  anchor  and  made  fail,  ftanding  to  the  South  Eaft, 
having  land  on  both  fides.  The  fandy  point  that  was  paffed  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  was  named  Point  Rofe.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  540  18* 
North,  and  in  the  longitude  of  228°  39'  Eaft. — It  was  now  difcovered 
that  this  was  a large  ftrait,  and  an  illand  of  great  extent,  where  the  an- 
chorage is  good,  and  which,  to  all  appearance,  affords  feveral  harbours 
on  the  Northern  and  Eaftern  fides-  On  the  former  there  is  a certainty 
of  meeting  with  inhabitants  ; and,  in  all  probability,  with  abundance 
of  furs.  The  centre  of  the  illand  lies  in  the  latitude  of  530  58'  North, 
and  in  the  longitude  of  228®  54'  Eaft. 

At  noon  they  had  light  winds  and  calms,  with  clear  weather,  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  illand  bearing  from  North  North  Weft,  to  South  half 
Eaft,  and  thole  of  the  continent  from  Eaft  by  South,  to  North  North 
Eaft  ; diftance  of  the  coaft  nine  leagues,  and  from  the  illand  about  eight 
or  nine  leagues.  The  latitude,  by  obfervation  was  53°  55'  North,  and 
the  longitude  229°  30'  Eaft. — The  variation,  per  medium  of  fix  azimuths, 
if  43'  Eaft;  per  amplitude,  17°  59'. 

At  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  longitude,  from  the  medium 
©f  feveral  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  was  230°  16 ' Eaft  of  Green- 
wich.— From  nine  till  noon  the  weather  was  calm  and  clear,  when  the 
hearings  of  the  land  were  as  follows  : — The  extremities  of  the  continent 
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bore  North  Weft  by  North,  half  North,  to  Eaft  by  South  ; a Email  blufF 
ifland,  lying  off  the  main,  bearing  North  by  Weft,  diftant-  ten  leagues, 
and  the  extremities  of  Charlotte  Ifland  from  Weft  to  South. 

I fliall  here  take  the  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  Chips  which  arrive 
early  on  the  coaft,when  they  muft  expeCt  to  meet  with  heavy  gales  of  wind, 
will  find  it  their  advantage  to  make  the  South  end  of  this  ifland,  and  to 
enter  the  ftraits  in  the  latitude  of  52%  and  the  longitude  of  2290  30', 
when  they  will  find  Ihelter  either  in  the  ifland  or  on  the  continent. — It 
may  be  alfo  added,  that  as  Chips  which  are  returning  from  the  North  at 
a late  period  of  the  feafon,  are  liable  to  be  blown  off  the  coaft,  it  would 
be  advifable  for  them  to  make  Douglas  Ifland,  and  enter  the  ftraits  in  the 
latitude  of  540  30',  and  longitude  226°  30',  when  they  will  find  good  an- 
chorage, as  well  as  inhabitants,  on  the  North  fide  of  the  ifland. — On 
the  continent  they  will  alfo  have  the  advantage  of  Port  Meares  and  Sea 
Otter  Sound,  belides  feveral  other  bays  which  have  not  yet  been  ex- 
plored, between  56  and  54  degrees  of  North  latitude. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  they  had  loft  fight  of  land,  and,  as  the 
change  of  the  moon  was  approaching,  when  a gale  of  wind  might  be  ex- 
pected, which,  perhaps,  would  have  obliged  them  to  run  immediately 
to  the  Sandwich  Iflands  for  a fupply  of  provifions,  it  was  refolved  to  fleer 
at  once  for  Nootka  Sound,  without  encountering  the  land  again,  in  order 
to  add  to  their  flock  of  furs. 

On  tire  26th,  at  half  paft  nine,  their  longitude,  from  a medium  of 
feveral  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  was  1320  38'  Eaft  of  Greenwich, 
with  a ftrong  gale,  fleering  Eaft  North  Eaft ; and  at  noon  their  latitude 
was,  by  obfervation,  490  42'  North. 
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At  eight  in  the  evening  they  were  clofe  in  with  the  entrance  of  1788, 
Nootka  Sound,  when  it  fell  calm,  and  the  tide  fetting  out,  they  drop-  AtauSTa 
ped  the  be  ft  bower  anchor  in  twenty-three  fathoms  water. 

At  feven  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  a light  breeze  fpringing  up  ThurfdayaS 
from  the  Weftward,  they  got  under  way,  and  ftood  in  for  the  Sound  ; 
and  before  noon  the  Iphigenia,  with  her  crew  in  good  health  and  fpirits*., 
joined  the  Felice  in  Friendly  Cove. 
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The  Iphigenia,  in  Company  with  the  North  West  America  Schoonert 
leaves  Nootka  Sound. — Scarcity  of  Provifions  on  board. — Arrive  off  Mowee , 
one  of  the  Sandwich  IJlands. — Supplied  with  Plenty  cf  Provifons.  — Pi  anna 

receives  his  Brother  on  board : their  affectionate  Meeting Arrive  off 

Owhyhee. — A Vifit  from  the  King , and  his  Joy  at  feeing  Tianna. — Anchor  in 
Karakakooa  Bay. — Great  Abundance  of  Provifions  fent  on  board. — Ceremony 
of  receiving  Captain  Douglas  on  Shore. — The  King  and  3>ueen  of  Owhyhee 
Jleep  on  board  the  Iphigenia. — The  North  West  America  parts  from 
her  Cable. — Ttanna  goes  on  Shore  to  get  Pertniffion  for  the  King's  Divers  to 
affiff  in  recovering  the  Cable. — The  Ceremony  previous  to  their  entering  the 
Water. — The  Length  of  Lime  they  remain  under  it. — The  Iphigenia  parts 
from  her  Cable. — Sufpedl  the  Natives  of  this  Act  of  Treachery. — The  Divers 
again  employed,  and  recover  the  Cable,  isc. — Tianna  leaves  the  Ship , with 
all  his  Treafures,  to  fettle  in  Owhyhee. — An  Account  of  the  late  Change  in 
the  Government  of  that  Iff  and,  &c. 

THE  Iphigenia  remained  in  Friendly  Cove  after  the  departure  of  the 
Felice,  till  the  27th  of  October,  the  interval  of  which  was  em- 
ployed in  fitting  the  North  Weft  America  for  fea,  and  making  fuch  other 
preparations  as  their  approaching  voyage  rendered  neceflary. — At  1100a 
on  that  day  they  quitted  Nootka  Sound,  and  proceeded  on  their  way  to 
the  Sandwich  Iflands ; — and,  as  nothing  particular  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  but  a fcarcity  of  provifions,  which  occafioned  a very  fliort 
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allowance,  we  fhall  at  once  fuppofe  the  Iphigenia  and  her  confort  to  be 
in  light  of  Owhyhee  ; which  welcome  objed  prefented  itfelf  to  the  crews 
of  both  veffels  at  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  December  : — 
the  Weft  end  of  chat  ifland  then  bore  South  South  Weft,  three  quarters 
Weft,  diftant  nine  or  ten  leagues  ; and  the  Ifland  of  Mo  wee  bore  Weft, 
diftant  feven  leagues. — The  wind  having  drawn  round  to  South  South 
Weft,  occalioned  them  to  run  over  to  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  Mowee. 

Tianna,  whofe  impatience  fince  the  Iphigenia  left  Samboingan,  had 
fometimes  broke  forth  into  the  violence  of  anger,  and  might  have  been 
expeded,  on  approaching  his  native  country,  to  have  affumed  the  fhape  of 
the  moft  violent  joy,  became  grave  and  thoughtful  ; and  any  occafional 
eagernefs  which  animated  his  looks  and  adions,  when  they  drew  nigh  to 
the  Sandwich  Iflands,  rather  implied  the  anxiety  of  expedation,  than  fen- 
fations  of  pleafure. — He  knew  enough  of  the  fituation  of  his  country  to 
caufe  a very  powerful  conteft  between  hope  and  fear  in  his  bofom  ; and 
thofe  apprehenfions  of  danger  which  weighed  nothing  with  him  when 
failing  over  diftant  leas,  feemed,  in  fome  degree,  to  opprefs  his  fpirits,, 
when  he  was  about  to  encounter  it. — It  was  certainly  a period  of  the 
moft  painful  fufpenfe,  as  he  was  uncertain  whether  the  treafures  he  pof- 
fefled  would  be  employed  to  elevate  him  into  confequence,  or  to  pur- 
chafe  his  fafety  ; — whether  they  would  be  allowed  to  enrich  himfelf,  or 
feized,  to  form  the  wealth  of  others. — He  had  left  his  ifland  in  a ftate 
of  peace,  but  he  had  every  reafon  to  fear  that  he  (hould  find  it  in  a ftate 
of  war ; or  at  leaft  under  the  government  of  an  ufurped  power,  which  he 
could  not  for  a moment  fuppofe  would  be  friendly  to  him. — Such  appeared 
to  be  the  ftate  of  Tianna’ s mind  on  arriving  among  his  native  iflands. 

We  had  no  fooner  appeared  off  Mowee  than  a great  number  of  canoes 
came  off  with  hogs,  yams  and  plantains. — On  this  fide  of  the  ifland 
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there  is  a large  town,  the  refidence  of  Titeeree,  the  fovereign  of  Mowee, 
who  was  at  this  time  on  a vifit  to  Taheo,  king  of  Atooi,  in  whofe 
abfence  the  government  was  left  to  the  care  of  Harwallenee,  brother-in- 
law  to  Tianna,  of  whofe  arrival  he  was  no  fooner  informed,  than  he 
ordered  a prefent  of  hogs  for  the  thip  ; but  before  it  arrived  Tianna  had 
obferved  his  brother  on  fhore,  and  having  dreffed  himfelf  in  his  bed;  ap- 
parel, defired  that  meflage  a might  be  fent  to  invite  him  on  board. — On 
his  arrival  they  met  as  brothers  fhould  do  after  a long  feparation  ; the 
whole  of  their  conduct  to  each  other  was  afFeflionate ; — they  melted  into 
tears,  and  almoft  drew  the  fame  from  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  beheld  them. 
After  their  firft  emotions  had  fubfided,  the  chief  requeued  Captain  Dou- 
glas to  remain  with  him  for  a few  days,  and  engaged  to  fupply  him  with 
any  quantity  of  provifions  that  might  be  demanded ; but  as  he  faw 
no  place  where  they  could  come  to  an  anchor  in  fafety,  the  furf  at  the 
fame  time  beating  with  great  violence,  and  an  heavy  fwell  with  the  wind 
blowing  in  fliore,  Captain  Douglas  was  under  the  neceffity  of  declining 
the  invitation. 

Tianna  being  extremely  anxious  to  vifit  Gwhyhee,  they  wore,  and 
hood  at  noon  for  the  North  Weft  point  of  that  ifland. 

At  noon  on  the  7th,  a canoe  from  Owhyhee  came  along-fide,  with 
a friend  of  Tianna,  who  had  heard  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  from 
Mowee,  of  his  arrival. — In  the  afternoon  feveral  relations  of  Abinui 
came  on  board,  and  in  the  evening  Tianna  difpatched  a friend  to  Tome- 
homy-haw,  to  give  him  notice  of  their  approach. 

On  the  following  morning  a great  number  of  canoes  came  off  from 
Toe-yah-yah  Bay,  with  hogs,  fowls,  and  taro-root. — The  winds  were 
light  and  variable,  and  the  latitude,  by  obfervation,  20°  iT  North.  At 
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fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  bore  from  North  to  South  by  North, 
diftance  off  fhore  three  leagues. 

At  two  in  the  morning  there  was  heavy  rain,  with  thunder  and  figlit- 
iving.  At  day-light  they  had  loft  fight  of  the  North  Weft  America  ; but 
at  nine  fawher  clofe  in  fhore.  At  eleven  they  hove  to  till  the  fchooner 
came  up.  At  noon  they  were  only  four  miles  off  fhore,  and  the  obferved 
latitude  was  190  44/  North.  In  the  afternoon  feveral  of  Tianna’s  re- 
lations came  on  board  ; and  fo  liberal  was  he  difpofed  to  be  to  them  all, 
that  if  he  had  not  been  checked  in  his  generofity,  the  whole  of  his  trea- 
fure  would  have  been  at  once  divided  among  them.  The  King  alfo  fent  a 
prefent  to  Captain  Douglas,  accompanied  with  a mefiage  that  he  would 
pay  him  a vifit  as  foon  as  he  had  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay. 

The  current  having  fet  them  a confiderable  way  to  the  Northward,  at 
day-light  they  made  Tail  for  the  bay  ; and  at  noon  the  latitude,  by  obler- 
vation,  was  190  35'  North.  Tianna  now  difpatched  orre  of  the  chiefs 
who  had  come  to  welcome  his  arrival,  to  invite  the  King  to  come  on 
board  ; and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  he  made  his  appearance  in  a large 
double  canoe,  attended  by  twelve  others  of  the  fame  fize,  beautifully 
adorned  with  feathers.  As  foon  as  he  came  on  board,  Captain  Douglas 
faluted  him  with  feven  guns.  After  crying  over  Tianna  for  a confiderable 
time,  the  King  prefented  Captain  Douglas  with  a moft  beautiful  fan, 
and  two  long- feathered  cloaks.  The  light  winds  and  number  of  canoes 
hanging  on  the  fh ip,  prevented  her  from  making  any  way  through  the 
water : fo  that  it  became  a matter  of  neceffity  to  requeft  his  Majefty  to 
taboo  the  fhip,  with  which  he  readily  complied,  defiring  permiftion,  at 
the  fame  time,  for  himfelf  and  feveral  of  the  chiefs  to  fieep  on  board. 
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They  continued  working  into  the  bay  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; 
when  they  dropped  anchor  in  twenty-one  fathoms  water,  at  the  diftance 
of  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  fhore.  The  King  profefied  the  warmeft 
friend  (hip  for  the  Captain  of  the  Iphigenia, — declared  that  the  ifland 
fhould  belong  to  him  while  he  remained  there, — and,  to  prove  the  fin- 
ceritv  of  his  regard,  exchanged  names  with  him.  But  however  flattering 
all  thefe  attentions  might  be,  Captain  Douglas  thought  it  not  impoffible 
but  that  fome  attempt  might  be  made  to  feize  the  fchooner,  as  floe  ap- 
peared to  he  fmall,  and  her  crew  few  in  number;  he  therefore,  in  the 
evening,  carried  the  King  on  hoard  the  North  Weft  America,  when 
by  faluting  him  with  all  her  guns,  and  other  explanations  concerning  the 
pofiibility  of  defending  her,  when  attacked,  by  retiring  to  clcfe  quarters, 
the  difficulty  of  getting  pofleffion  of  her  muft  have  appeared  very  evident 
to  the  royal  vifitor.  When,  however,  Tianna  explained  to  him  the 
manner  and  time  in  which  ffie  was  built,  he  intreated  that  a carpenter 
might  be  left  at  Owhyhee  to  affift  Tianna  in  forming  fuch  another  ; and,, 
indeed,  fo  earned  were  the  requefts  of  them  both  on  this  fubjeT,  that  it 
was  necefiary  to  make  fomething  of  a conditional  promife,  at  leaft, 
for  their  prefent  fa tis faction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  Captains  of  both  fhips  accompanied 
the  King  and  Tianna  in  the  jolly-boat,  on  fhore.  They  were  met  on 
the  beach  by  three  priefts,  who  chaunted  a kind  of  fong,  and  prcfented  a 
fmall  hog  and  cocoa-nut  ; the  former  of  which  was  given  by  the  King  to 
Captain  Douglas. — This  ceremony  continued  about  ten  minutes,  after 
which  they  were  introduced  into  a large  houfe  fpread  with  mats,  and  a 
kind  of  party-coloured  cloth,  when,  after  the  repetition  of  thefe  cere- 
monies, and  the  prieft  had  chaunted  a third  fong,  two  baked  hogs  were 
brought  in,  of  which  the  Engliffi  gentlemen  alone  eat,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  to  take  a walk)  in  which  they  were  not  interrupted  by  a (ingle 
peiTon,  as  all  the  natives  were  tabooed  on  the  occafion,  and,  of  courfe,  con- 
fined  to  their  houfes. 

Nothing  was  feen  in  this  little  excurfion  worth  a repetition,  but  a clump 
of  cocoa-nut  trees,  whofe  trunks  were  pierced  by  the  balls  of  the  Rcfo- 
lution  and  the  Difcovery.  It  being  extremely  hot,  they  returned  and 
dined  with  the  King,  on  frefli  fifh  and  potatoes. — The  other  chiefs  fat  at 
fome  diftance  during  dinner,  and  then  made  their  meal  on  roafted  dogs, 
taro-roots  and  potatoes  ; as  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  even  the  chiefs  are 
forbidden  to  eat  hogs  and  fowls,  from  the  King  down  to  the  lowed;  Eree. 
In  the  evening  the  King  and  Queen  returned  with  Captain  Douglas  on 
board  the  Iphigenia,  as  they  confidered  it  to  be  a luxury  of  no  common 
defcription  to  deep  in  his  cot. 

This  day  was  chiefly  employed  in  killing  and  faking  down  the  hogs ; 
but  as  the  coppers  on  board  for  heating  the  water  were  very  fmall,  they 
made  but  flow  progrefs  in  this  neceffary  occupation. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  fchooner  came  under  the 
kern  of  the  Jphigenia,  when  Captain  Funter  gave  the  very  difagreeable 
information  that  fhe  had  parted  her  cable. — After  having  moored  her  to 
the  Iphigenia,  Tianna  was  requefted  to  go  on  fhore,  and  entreat  the  King 
to  fend  oft  his  divers,  in  order  to  recover  the  anchor  ; and  at  eight  o’clock 
he  came  off  with  them. — The  fchooner  having  lain  in  thirty  fathoms 
water,  and  not  having  loft  more  than  three  or  four  fathoms  of  cable,  a 
very  great  depth  muft  have  remained  for  the  natives  to  have  explored,  in 
order  to  fucceed  in  the  bufinefs  about  which  they  were  to  be  employed. 
The  following  ceremony,  however,  was  to  be  performed,  before  they 
entered  upon  their  fearch -When  their  canoes  were  arrived  at  the  place 
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where  the  anchor  lav,  feveral  calabafhes  with  taro- root  were  prefented  by 
a chief  to  fix  men,  who  employed  about  half  an  hour  at  the  repaft ; 
when  one  of  the  chiefs  who  accompanied  them  gave  three  loud  yells, 
and  waved  a piece  of  white  cloth  over  his  head  ; at  this  fignal  the  fix 
men  plunged  into  the  fea,  and  difappeared  in  a moment. — Four  of  the 
fix  remained  beneath  the  water  about  five  minutes;  the  fifth  continued 
about  a minute  longer,  and  when  he  came  up  was  ahnoft  exhaufted; 
two  men  immediately  feized  and  dragged  him  to  the  boat : — In  the 
mean  time  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  fixth,  who  was  confidered  as 
loft,  when  he  was  feen  near  the  furface  of  the  water,  but  finking  down 
again  ; three  of  the  divers,  however,  plunged  inflantiy  after  him,  and 
brought  him  up,  but  in  a fenfeiefs  ftate,  and  with  fireams  of  blood  if- 
fuing  from  his  mouth  and  noftrils. — It  was  fome  time  before  he  was  fuffici- 
ently  recovered  to  inform  them  that  he  had  not  only  got  hold  of  the  cable, 
but  had  cleared  it.  This  man,  according  to  the  account  of  Captain  F unter  of 
the  North  Weft  America,  was  beneath  the  wrater  the  fpace  of  feven  mi- 
nutes and  an  half.  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  anchor  was  in 
too  great  a depth  of  water  to  afford  any  profpeft  of  its  being  recovered. — 
Thefe  people  were  amply  rewarded  for  their  exertions. 

Captain  Douglas  having  given  orders  to  right  the  anchor,  thought  it 
prudent  to  move  further  in  towards  the  village  of  Kowrowa,  and  drop- 
ped anchor  in  twenty  fathoms  water,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
the  fhore  ; — but,  finding  it  to  be  bad  ground,  a warp  was  run  out,  and 
the  fhip  hauled  into  fourteen  fathoms  water. 

At  day-light  the  jolly-boat  was  fent  to  found,  when,  on  its  being 
difeovered  that  the  ground  was  by  no  means  clear  of  the  coral  rock,  on 
the  Kowrowa  fide,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  warped  the  fhip  oppofite 
Sandy  Bay.  on  the  Karakakooa  fide,  where  they  dropped  the  bower  an- 
chor in  twenty  fathoms  water,  with  a bottom  of  grey  fandj  the  two  points 
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which  foim  the  bay,  bearing  Weft  half  North,  to  South  one  quarter 
Weft,  diftant  off  fhore  about  one  mile.  The  evening  was  employed  in 
killing  and  halting  provifions. 

Tianna  had  now  determined  to  remain  at  Ovvhyhee,  as  Tome-homy  - 
haw  had  given  him  a large  tract  of  land  in  that  ifland,  where  he  would 
live  in  a ftate  of  honour  and  fecurity,  which  the  reigning  diftradions  and 
jealoulies  of  the  government  of  Atooi  would  have  denied  him  ; befides,  it 
was  a matter  of  no  great  difficulty  to  get  his  wife  and  the  reft  of  his  fa- 
mily from  thence  to  his  new  fettlement. 

The  weather  having  been  very  fqually  to  the  Weftward  for  home  days 
paft,  Captain  Douglas  was  apprehenfive  of  a gale  of  wind  blowing  from, 
the  fca  ; he  was  therefore  determined  to  get  under  way,  and  go  in  fearch 
of  fome  place,  among  the  other  iflands,  where  the  veflels  -might  lie  in 
fafety. — In  the  morning,  therefore,  they  unmoored  the  fhip,  but  in- 
heaving  the  fmall  bower  they  found  the  cable  had  parted. — On  the  very 
inftant  this  difcovery  was  made,  the  King  and  his  chiefs  fecretly  quitted 

the  fhip  and  paddled  haflilv  to  the  fhore As  the  clinch  was  cut,  to  all 

appearance  by  defign,  there  was  little  doubt  on  whom  to  fix  the  miff 
chief : Tianna,  therefore,  was  fent  to  inform  the  King  of  the  circum- 

ftance,  as  well  as  the  fufpicions  connected  with  it,  and  that  if  the  an- 
chor was  not  found,  his  town  fhould  be  blown  about  his  ears.— This 
threat  had  the  defined  effedt,  for  in  a Ihort  time  Tianna  returned, 
with  a party  of  divers,  who,  after  a repetition  of  the  ceremonies, 
already  defcribed,  leaped  into  the  water  and  difappeared. — The  long- 
eft  period  which  any  of  them  remained  under  water  was  four  minutes,, 
but  no  anchor  was  to  be  leen. — They  were  fent  down  a fecond  time 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. — At  length  the  buoy-rope  was  hooked  with, 
a fmall  grapnel,  fo  that  the  divers  had  now  no  excufe  whatever  as  to, 
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the  uncertainty  where  the  anchor  lay  ; accordingly  two  of  them  went 
down  with  a three  and  half  inch  rope,  and  bent  it  in  twenty  fathoms, 
as  well  as  if  they  had  been  on  fhore,  fo  that  this  important  objefl  was 
fortunately  recovered  ; the  lofs  of  which  would  have  been  very  diftreffing, 
as  they  had  only  one  bower  left,  and  an  heavy  fheet-anchor,  but  without 
any  cable  of  fufficient  drength  to  bring  the  latter  to  the  bows. 

In  the  morning  they  had  light  breezes  from  the  land,  and  as  they 
were  heaving  up  the  anchor,  in  order  to  get  an  offing,  an  heavy  fquall 
appearing  to  be  brewing  from  the  Weft  ward,  the  King,  accompanied 
by  Tianna  and  feveral  chiefs,  came  on  board  ; but  the  former,  when  he 
found  that  we  fhot  out  from  the  bay,  thought  it  time  to  depart,  and  ac- 
cordingly left  the  fhip,  attended  by  upwards  of  an  hundred  canoes. 

As  foon  as  they  had  got  an  offing  they  hove  to,  and  the  fquall  clear- 
ing away,  Tianna’s  treafures  were  ordered  to  be  brought  upon  deck. — 
They  confided  of  faws  of  different  kinds,  gimbhts,  hatchets,  adzes, 
knives  and  choppers,  cloth  of  various  fabrics,  carpets  of  feveral  colours, 
a confiderable  quantity  of  China-ware,  and  ten  bars  of  iron. — Thcfe 
riches,  for  fuch  they  may  be  truly  denominated  to  the  owner  of  them, 
were  not  to  be  truded  in  one  bottom;  and  as  there  yet  remained  about 
the  fhip  feveral  double  canoes  that  carried  each  from  forty  to  fifty  men, 
his  trunk  was  handed  into  one  of  them,  the  bars  of  non  imo  anothei, 
and  fo  on,  till  he  had  no  lefs  than  fi\e  canoes  cnaig^d  v ith  ms  tieafuie, 
which  was  fecurely  lafhed  to  them.— — i lanna,  after  entieatmg  Captain 
Douglas  again  and  again  to  bring  his  family  from  Atooi  to  O why  bee, 
took  a mod  affe&ionate  leave  of  him  and  the  whole  crew,  who  had  fo 
long  been  his  condant  companions  and  friends  ; nor  were  the  latter  with- 
out their  emotions  of  regard,  when  they  faw  the  chief,  whole  amiable 
-difpofition  and  fuperior  qualities  had  won  their  fincere  edeem  through 
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the  connection  of  a long  and  dangerous  voyage,  about  to  be  feparated 
from  them. — As  Tianna  left  the  fnlp,  accompanied  by  a numerous 
train  of  his  relations  in  their  refpedlive  canoes,  Captain  Douglas  ordered 
a falute  of  feven  guns,  as  a mark  of  efteem  to  that  refpeftable  chief,  and 
immediately  made  fail  to  th.e  North  Weft. 

Though  feveral  European  veffels  have  been  off  the  ifland,  yet  as  the 
Iphigenia  alone  had  anchored  in  Karakakooa-bay,  and  Captain  Douglas 
and  liis  people  were  the  only  Europeans  who  have  ventured  on  fhore  at 
Owhyhee  fince  the  unfortunate  death  of  Captain  Cook,  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  ifland  fmce  that  lamentable  event,  as  far  as 
they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Douglas,  may  be  coniidered,  per- 
haps, as  a matter  of  fufficient  curiofity  to  jufiify  a curfory  mention  of 
them. 

Many  of  the  chiefs  whom  Captain  King  thought  proper  to  particu- 
larize, are  no  more  ; and  among  them  the  friendly  Kaireekeea  and  the 
treacherous  Koah  : — but  Eappo,  the  faithful  Eappo,  who  may  be  remem- 
bered as  having  brought  the  bones  of  the  illuftrious  navigator  to  Captain 
Clerke,  and  who  had  married  Tianna’s  fifter,  was  now  on  board  the 
Iphigenia,  where  he  had  lived  ever  fince  her  arrival  off  the  ifland.  As  to 
the  revolution  in  the  government,  the  moffc  accurate  account,  in  the 
opinion  of  Captain  Douglas,  was  as  follows 

About  three  years  afrer  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  Maiba  Maiha, — for 
that  was  the  name  which  Tome-homy-haw  then  bore, — bad  occafion  to 
fend  a meflage  to  the  King  Terreeoboo,  who,  for  fome  reafon  which  did 
net  appear,  thought  proper  to  put  the  mefienger  to  death. — But  Maiha 
M.uha  being  a very  powerful  chief,  and  polfeffing  a very  bold  and  active 
difpofition,  contrived  to  unite  the  greater  part  of  thofe  of  his  own 
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rank  to  join  with  him  in  forwarding  his  revenge.  He,  therefore,  went 
immediately  to  the  King,  who  became  fo  irritated  by  his  provoking  ac- 
cufations,  as  to  refent  the  infult  by  a blow.  On  this  act,  which  we  muff 
fuppofe  to  have  been  confidered  as  in  the  higheft  degree  criminal  in  the 
King  himfelf,  the  Chiefs  of  the  ifland  fat  in  judgment  during  three 
days,  when  it  was  determined  by  their  councils,  that  Terreeoboo  fhould 
fuffer  death.  A cup  of  poifon,  therefore,  was  inftantly  prepared,  and 
being  given  to  Maiha  Maiha,  was  prefented  by  him  to  the  King,  who 
refufed  it  twice  ; when  being  informed  that  another  and  more  difho- 
nourable  mode  of  punishment  was  at  hand,  and  obfeiving  that  an  execu- 
tioner flood  by  his  fide,  in  a ftate  of  preparation  to  knock  out  his 
brains,  the  wretched  fovereign,  in  an  agony  of  defpair,  drank  off  the 
deadly  draught,  and  in  a few  moments  fell  from  his  feat  and  expired. 

The  fame  power  which  doomed  Terreeoboo  to  death,  deprived  his 
Son  of  the  royal  fucceffion,  and  Maiha  Maiha  was  proclaimed  King,  by 
the  name  of  Tome-homy-haw. — Such  was  the  moft  probable  hiftory  of 
this  revolution; — though  the  King  himfelf  took  no  common  pains  to 
perfuade  Captain  Douglas  that  Terreeoboo  was  poifoned  for  having 
encouraged  the  natives  to  the  murder  of  Captain  Cook. 

Tome-homy-haw,  however,  appeared  to  be  rather  an  object  of  fear 
than  love  among  his  fubjefts. — As  far  as  could  be  obferved,  he  was  of  2 
tyrannic  difpofition,  and  pofteffed  few  of  thofe  qualities  which  gain 
a fovereign  the  fir  ft  of  all  titles, — the  Father  of  his  people.  Captain 
Douglas  mentions  a circumftance  which  proves  at  leaft,  that  if  a blow 
from  the  hand  or  a weapon  was  confidered  at  Owhyhee  as  a capital 
offence  even  in  the  King,  the  fame  violence  from  the  foot  was,  by  no 
means,  confidered  as  partaking  of  the  fame  criminal  nature. — Some 
of  the  chiefs  propofing,  on  feeing  Captain  Douglas  fhave  himfelf, 
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that  the  King  fhould  undergo  the  fame  operation,  his  Majefty  thought 
proper  to  kick  them  all,  one  after  the  other,  not  only  without  fear,  but 
without  mercy. 

On  the  2 1 ft  the  fhips  made  fail  for  Mowee,  with  the  wind  from  the 
South.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  20°  36"  North,  diftant  from 
Mowee  four  miles.  A frefh  gale  fpringing  up  from  the  Southward,  they 
ran  up  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  had  regular  foundings  from  thirteen  to 
five  fathoms  of  water  over  coral-rock,  with  fome  fpots  of  fand,  where 
they  might  have  anchored  with  fafety  to  their  cables,  if  the  wind  had 
not  blown  fo  frefh  on  fhore.  They,  therefore,  hauled  out  of  the  bay, 
and  fleered  for  the  Weft  point  of  the  ifland.  At  fix  in  the  evening, 
they  dropped  the  fmall  bower  anchor  in  five  fathoms  and  an  half  of 
water,  over  fand  and  fhells,  and  moored  with  the  ftream  anchor,  half 
a cable  each  way. 
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Arrive  off  JVoahoo. — Reception  given  by  Titeeree , King  of  //,  to  Captain  Dou- 
glas.— ’The  Anchors  of  both  Veffels  hove  up  by  the  Natives. — Negotiation 
with  the  King  for  the  Ref  oration  of  them. — Sfit  JVoahoo , and  proceed  to 
Atooi. — Anchor  in  JVyrnoa  Bay. — Taheo , the  Sovereign , retires  up  the 
Country , from  an  Apprehenfon  of  Tianna  s Arrival.  — He  returns , 
and  his  Alarms  fubfdc. — Vifts  the  Iphigenia.  — The  Dearnefs  of  Pro - 
vlfons. — The  fuppofed  Caufes  of  it. — Captain  Douglas  cautioned  of  fecrci 
Defgns  agalnf  him. — His  Conduct  thereon. — Ship  and  Rigging  repaired. 
— Proceed  towards  Oneeheow. — Forced  by  contrary  Gales  to  JVoahoo. — 
Arrive  in  Tiroway  Bay  in  Owhyhee.  — Friendly  Condudl  of  Tianna 
and  the  King. — Alliance  entered  into  by  the  Princes  of  the  neighbouring 
Iflands , in  Favour  oj  the  Son  of  Terreeoboo.—The  AJJifance  given  by 
Captain  Douglas  to  the  Sovereign  of  Owhyhee , and  Tianna. — Defcription  of 
Tiroway  Bay.— Large  Quantity  of  Provifons  fent  by  Order  of  Tomehomy- 
haw . — Sjuit  Owhyhee. — Difpute  among  the  Seamen  at  JVyrnoa  Bay , — Proceed 
to  Oneeheow  for  Tams. — £>uit  the  Sandwich  Ifands , to  return  to  the  North 
JVef  Coaf  of  America. 

NO  material  occurrence  took  place  from  the  21ft,  but  an  attempt  of 
the  natives  to  cut  the  cable  while  the  Iphigenia  was  at  anchor  off  the 
Ifland  of  Mowee,  for  which  one  of  them  received  a very  fevere  correc- 
tion.  They  had  continued,  for  feveral  days,  to  beat  about  in  fearch 

of  a good  anchoring  place  ; and  on  the  30th,  they  worked  round  the 
South  Eafl  end  of  the  Ifland  of  Woahoo,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening  were 
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clofe  in  with  a large  bay.— The  following  day  at  noon,  on  finding  that 
the  current  fet  them  down  towards  a fhoal,  which  the  fea  broke  over 
with  great  force,  they  made  fail  and  pufhed  out  from  the  land,  when  they 
had  five,  four,  and  three  and  an  half  fathoms  of  water,  about  four 
miles  from  the  fhore.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  they  tacked  and  flood 
in,  to  try  for  anchorage;  but  the  wind  blowing  too  frefh  on  land,  and 
a number  of  fhoals  and  banks  being  under  their  lee,  they  were  obliged 
to  put  about. 

Having  flood  off  till  four  in  the  morning,  the  wind  drew  round  to 
the  Eaflward,  and  brought  clear,  moderate  weather.  They  were  now  in- 
formed by  the  natives  that  Titeeree,  the  King,  lived  on  the  Eafl-fide  of 
the  bay. — The  jolly-boat  was,  therefore,  feat  to  found  oppofite  a fandy 
bay,  while  the  Iphigenia  flood  off  under  an  eafy  fail.  At  noon  the 
jolly-boat  made  fignal  for  anchorage,  when  they  accordingly  run  in  and 
dropped  the  l'lream  anchor  in  eleven  fathoms  of  water,  over  fand  and 
fhells,  at  the  diflance  of  about  three  miles  from  a village,  and  two  front 
an  high  bluff  land  on  the  Eaflern  fide  of  the  bay.  The  two  extreme 
points  which  form  this  large  bay,  bearing  from  Weft  half  North,  to 
Eafl  South  Eafl.  It  is  called  by  the  natives  Witetee,  and  the  only 
good  anchorage  appears  to  be  on  the  Eaflern  fide  : while  the  trade-wind 
blows,  a vefifel  may  ride  in  fafety  ; but  if  the  wind  varies  to  the  South 
Eafl  or  Wefl,  it  then  becomes  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
fhoals  and  banks  which  it  contains. 

After  they  had  dropped  anchor.  Captain  Douglas  difpatched  a pre- 
fent  to  the  King,  accompanied  with  an  invitation  to  fee  him  on  board, 
and'  at  four  in  the  afternoon  he  paid  a vifit  to  the  Iphigenia.'  The  fo« 
vereign  of  Woahoo  was  faluted  with  the  difcharge  of  five  guns  on  his 
arrival  on  board,  and  a fecond  prefent  of  adzes,  choppers  and  knives  was 
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offered  to  him  ; when  he  readily  promifed  that  the  taboo  fhould  be 
taken  off  the  hogs,  as  far  as  it  related  to  them,  and  that  they  fhould 
be  plentifully  fupplied  from  the  iflands  of  Mo  wee,  Ranai,  Morotoi 
and  Woahoo. 

In  the  morning  the  King  repeated  his  vifit,  bringing  a prefent  of  hogs, . 
taro-root  and  potatoes,  with  a turtle,  and  fome  fifh  of  the  trout  kind. — 
Early  in  the  afternoon  he  went  on  fhore,  and  foon  after  Captain  Douglas 
followed  him  in  the  jolly-boat.  He  was  received  very  cordially  by  Titeeree, 
who  took  him  round  the  village,  fhewed  him  feveral  plantations,  and 

eondu&ed  him  to  fome  large  ponds,  which  appeared:  to  be  full  of  filh 

He  mentioned  alfo  fome  others  where  he  had  a quantity  of  turtle,  and 
promifed  to  bring  one  on  board  the  next  day- 

The  next  morning  Titeeree  viftted  the  fhip,  with  a prefent  of  a turtle 
and  fome  hogs. — About  ten  o’clock  a double  canoe,  fchooner  rigged, 
came  round  the  Eaft  point  of  the  bay.  The  natives  were  deceived  as 
well  as  the  people  in  the  fhip  ; for  they  all  imagined  it  to  be  the  North 
Weft  America,  which  had  not  been  feen  for  fome  days,  till  the  canoe  came 
within  a fhort  diftance.  She  had  got  jib,  main-fail  and  fore-fail  as  well 
as  thofe.  of  the  fchooner. 

On  the  10th  they  were  joined  by  Captain  Funter,  who  had  been  beat- 
ing off  the  Weft  point  of  the  ifland  for  feveral  days  paft,  without  being 
able  to  join  the  Iphigenia. 

Nothing  of  material  occurrence  took  place  during  the  time  which 
the  veffels  remained  at  Woahoo,  except  the  lofs  of  both  their  anchors  ; 
which  Titeeree,  who,  in  every  other  refpedt,  behaved  with  the  greateft 
kindnefs,  contrived,  though  it  blew  a gale  of  wind,  to  heave  up  and 
J get 
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get  a-fhore,  with  their  cables.  As  this  was  a lofs  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence,  and,  lituated  as  they  were,  would  have  prevented  their  future 
progrefs,  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  to  be  very  ferious  in  their  en- 
deavours to  recover  them.  The  King  did  not  attempt  to  hide  the  theft  ; 
and  the  people  whom  Captain  Douglas  fent  to  him  to  demand  the 
reftoration  of  the  anchors  and  cables,  faw  them  lying  in  his  houfe.— - 
Indeed,  they  feem  to  have  been  taken  with  no  other  view  than  to  com- 
pel Captain  Douglas  to  leave  fome  of  his  armourers  at  Woahoo,  as  the 
condition  of  their  being  reftored.  However,  the  anchors,  &c.  were  re- 
gained, on  pile  fen  ting  the  King  with  a piftol,  a mufquet,  and  a fmall 
quantity  of  ammunition  ; accompanied  alio  with  lome  very  neceffary 
menaces,  that  if  he  did  not  reftore  the  articles  he  bad  taken,  his  town 
fhould  be  laid  in  afhes. 

After  having  laid  in  fuch  a flock  ofprovifions  as  it  was  in  their  power 
to  purchafe,  and  having  filled  fome  calks  with  water,  at  half  pafl  five 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  the  two  veffels  got  under  way,  and  flood 
out  of  the  bay.  At  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  ohferved  latitude 
was  21°  23'  North  ; and  the  extremities  of  Woahoo  bore  from  Baft  by 
South,  to  North  Weft  by  North,  diftant  fromihore  about  four  miles.- - 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  they  faw  the  ifland  of  Atcoi, 
bearing  Weft  by  North  half  North  ; and  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  had 
aftrong  current  fetting  againft  them,  with  the  wind  from  the  Weftward. 
At  noon  of  the  29th,  they  dropped  anchor  in  Wymoa  Bay,  in  twenty- 
three  fathoms  of  water,  over  a muddy  bottom: — The  two  extreme  points 
which  form  the  bay,  bearing  from  Eaft  South  Baft,  to  Weft  North 
Weft..  The  Morai  on  fhore,  bore  North  Eaft  half  North. 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  Iphigenia  and  the  North  Weft  America  off  the 
ifland,  Taheo,  the  King,  and  all  the  chiefs,  had  gone  to  a confiderable 
diftance  up  the  country,  dreading  the  effefts  of  Tianna’s  anger,  who, 
they  had  been  informed,  was  on  board  one  of  the  veflels,  and  had  tabooed 
every  thing  on  ftiore  : but  as  it  was  underftood  that  the  chief,  whofe 
vengeance  was  fo  much  dreaded,  had  been  left  at  Owhyhee,  meflengers 
were  immediately  fent  after  Taheo,  who  in  confequence  of  this  infor- 
mation, returned  in  about  three  days  to  Wymoa ; and  on  his  arrival, 
feveral  canoes  were  fent  off  with  hogs,  potatoes  and  yams,  for  which  a 
moft  exorbitant  price  was  demanded.  A couple  of  hatchets,  or  eighteen 
inches  of  bar  iron,  was  expe&ed  even  for  an  hog  but  of  a middle  fize. 
This  exorbitant  difpofition  arofe  principally  from  the  fuggeftions  of  a 
boy,  whofe  name  was  Samuel  Hitchcock,  who  had  run  away  from  Cap- 
tain Colnett,  and  was  become  a great  favourite  with  Taheo  himfelf. — 
Indeed,  fo  great  was  his  influence  with  the  King,  that  one  of  the  na- 
tives having  ftolen  from  him  a fmall  piece  of  cloth  which  he  wore  round 
his  middle,  Taheo  ordered  the  culprit  to  be  purfued  to  the  mountains, 
whither  he  had  fled,  and  when  the  wretched  creature  was  taken,  both 
his  eyes  were  torn  from  their  fockets,  a pahoo  was  then  driven  through 
his  heart,  and  his  flefti  ftripped  from  the  bones,  as  a bait  for  ftiarks. 

But  though  Taheo  returned  to  Wymoa,  he  was  by  no  means  without 
apprehenfions  as  to  his  fafety;  nor  would  he  accept  of  Captain  Douglas’s 
invitation  to  come  on  board  the  Iphigenia  ; feigning,  as  an  excufe,  that 
he  had  been  ill  ufed  by  the  crew  of  a (hip  fome  time  before.  This  alarm, 
indeed,  in  a ftiort  time  fubflded,  and  he  paid  his  occafional  vifits  to  the 
fhip,  and  a friendly  communication,  at  leaft  to  all  appearance,  took 
place  between  the  natives  and  their  European  vifitors. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time,  it  was  hinted  to  Captain  Douglas  to  be  continually 
on  his  guard  againft  the  defigns  of  the  King,  and  of  Abinui  his  minifter; 
and  he  was  alfo  informed  of  a poifonous  root  well  known  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  when  ground  to  powder,  might 
be  eafily  fcattered  about  the  fhip,  or  thrown  upon  their  cloaths,  without 
being  obferved,  and  whofe  power  is  of  fuch  a deadly  nature,  that  if  the 
fmalleft  quantity  of  it  fhould  be  inhaled  by  the  mouth  or  the  noftrils, 
the  confequence  is  immediate  death.  Captain  Douglas,  therefore,  though 
he  did  not  very  much  fufpeCt  any  murderous  intention  in  Taheo,  or  his 
people,  thought  it  a prudent  precaution,  at  all  events,  to  make  known 
.his  intention,  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  poifon  any  of  the  provifions 
fold  to  them,  that  he  would  not  leave  a native  alive  whom  he  fhould 
find  within  his  reach. 

But  though  the  quantity  of  hogs  and  roots  which  they  could  obtain 
at  Atooi,  were  by  no  means  equal  to  their  expectations,  or  fometimes 
even  to  their  immediate  neceffities,  opportunities  were  taken  of  doing 
confiderable  fervice,  by  making  fuch  repairs  in  the  fails,  cordage,  and 
other  articles,  which  were  effentially  neceffary  to  the  condition  of  botk 
the  veflels.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  proceed  to  Oneeheow  ; and 
as  Namitahaw,  with  fix  of  his  relations,  and  four  women,  expre fled  their 
wifhes  to  accompany  Tianna’s  wife  and  child  to  Owhyhee,  he  took  them 
all  on  board,  in  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  of  very  great  fervice 
to  him  in  procuring  fuch  provifions  as  he  wanted,  in  the  ifland  he  was 
proceeding  to  vifit. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  of  Wednefday,  the  1 8th  of  February,  both 
veflels  got  under  way;  and  at  fun-fetting,  Wymoa  Bay  bore  North  Eaft. 
At  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  South  Weft  end  of  Oneeheow  bore 
Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  one  mile.  But  ftrong  gales  coming  on  from 
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the  North  Weft,  and  finding  that  "they  drove  a confiderable  way  to  the 
Southward  and  Eaftward  of  Oneeheow  and  Atooi,  and  there  being  every 
appearance  that  the  wind  would  continue  to  the  Weftward,  Captain 
Douglas  determined  to  run  over  toWoahoo,  in  order  to  get  a frefh  fupply 
of  provifions,  as  they  had  killed  their  laft  hog.  xAccordingly  on  Saturday 
the  2 1 ft,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  a frefh  gale  fpringing  up  from  North 
North  Weft,  they  bore  away  for  Woahoo.  At  noon  on  the  following 
day,  they  paft  the  Weftern  point  of  Witetee  Bay,  the  foundings  being 
from  fourteen  to  three  fathoms  of  water,  and  diftant  five  or  fix  miles 
from  the  fhore.  Captain  Douglas  obferves  that  this  fhoal  runs  out 
further  than  any  he  had  encountered  among  thefe  iflands,  and  that  it 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  2i°  22'  North,  and  the  longitude  of  202°  1 5'  Enft 
of  Greenwich, 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d,’  they  came  to  their  former  anchoring 
ground  ; and  at  nine,  Titeeree  came  on  board,  and  fome  of  the  paflen- 
gers  having  informed  him  of  the  price  paid  for  provifions  at  Atooi,  he 
was  difpofed  to  imitate  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  neighbouring 
ifland  ; and  no  inconfiderable  quantity  of  powder  and  fhot,  for  thofe  were 
now  become  the  favourite  articles,  was  demanded  for  a fingle  hog  ; fo 
that  very  peremptory  methods  were  obliged  to  be  employed  in  order  to 
procure. the  neceflary  fupplies. 

A frefh  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  Weftward  about  noon,  on  the 
24th,  Captain  Douglas  embraced  the  favourable  occafion  to  get  over 
to  Owhyhee,  where  he  hoped  to  find  greater  plenty,  and  more  rea- 
fonable  demands. 

At  noon  on  the  2d  of  March,  Owhyhee  bore  from  North  half  Weft# 
to  South  Eaft  by  South,  diftant  from  the  fhore  about  two  leagues  ; and 

very 
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very  fhortly  after  Tianna  came  on  board  from  a part  of  the  ifland 
called  Toee-Hye, — and  when  he  had  indulged  himfelf  for  fome  time  in 
the  oppreffive  joy  of  yearning  nature  at  the  light  of  his  wife  and  child, 
he  conducted  the  fhip  into  a bay  called  by  the  natives  Tiroway ; 
and  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  anchored  in  fixteen  fathoms  of  water, 
over  a fine  fand,  the  two  extreme  points  bearing  from  South  South 
Eafl  half  Eaft,  diftant  from  the  fhore  about  a mile  and  an  half.  In 
the  evening,  by  the  provident  care  of  Tianna,  they  received  a conli- 
derable  quantity  of  refrefhments.  Early  in  the  morning  the  jolly-boat 
was  fent  to  found  the  bay,  when  good  ground  was  found  all  acrofs 
it,  from  fourteen  to  twenty-two  fathoms  of  water,  over  a fine  brown 
fand. 

The  King  having  been  on  a filling  party,  he  did  not  arrive  till  four  in 
the  afternoon ; when  he  came,  accompanied  by  his  Queen  and  daughter, 
in  two  difpatch  boats,  having  quitted  his  heavy  canoes  and  attendants. 
He  appeared  to  be  overjoyed  at  their  return, — expreffed  his  hopes  that 
Tianna  had  paid  them  all  proper  attention  in  his  abfence,  and  allured  them 
that  his  power  in  the  ifland,  and  all  he  himfelf  poffelfed  in  it,  was  at 
their  command.  Indeed,  the  quantity  of  provifions  with  which  he 
caufed  them  to  be  furnifhed,  and  his  anxious  endeavours  to  forward  the 
wilhes  of  Captain  Douglas  in  every  thing,  proved,  beyond  a doubt,  the 
fincerity  of  his  profeffions. 

The  next  day  at  an  early  hour,  Tome-homy-haw,  Tianna,  and  feveral 
other  chiefs,  came  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  and  foon  after  the  whole  com- 
pany were  difmifTed  by  the  King,  except  Tianna  ; and  having  thrown  a 
feathered  cloak  over  Captain  Douglas,  the  chief,  in  the  name  of  the  fove- 
reign  and  himfelf,  began  to  unfold  the  fecrets  of  their  political  fituation. 
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He  ftated  that  Taheo,  king  of  Atooi,  and  Titeeree,  the  fovereign  of 
Mowee,  Ranai,  Morotoi,  and  Woahoo,  had  entered  into  a compadt  with 
Terreemoweeree,  the  furviving  fon  of  Terreeoboo,  who  lived  on  the 
weather-fide  of  the  ifland,  to  difpoffefs  Tome-homy-haw  of  his  rank 
and  power,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  he  had  permitted  Tianna  to 
fix  his  fettlement  at  Owhyhee: — That  Taheo  had  been  furnifhed  by 
the  Captains  Portlock,  Dixon,  &c.  with  a quantity  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, on  an  exprefs  condition  that  he  would  not  afford  any  Rip- 
plies.  whatever  to  Captain  Meares  and  his  affociates  ; — for  the  truth 
of  which  information,  lie  appealed  to  the  reception  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  lately  found  on  putting  into  the  ifland  of  Atooi,  where 
he  could  not  obtain  any  refrefhment  of  any  kind  : — And  Tianna,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  and  the  mofl  affedlingexprefiions,  declared  his  apprehen- 
lions  of  the  diftrefs  which  Captain  Meares  and  his  crew  muft  have  fuf- 
fered  from  the  want  of  provifions  before  he  reached  Macao,  if  he  fhould 
have  been  able,  by  any  means,  to  have  compleated  his  voyage  to  China. 
The  fpeech,  which  was  of  confiderable  length,  concluded  with  entreat- 
ing Captain  Douglas  to  leave  two  of  his  men  behind  him,  till  his 
return  from  America,  together  with  a fwivel  gun,  his  own  fowling- 
piece,  and  whatever  other  arms  and  ammunition  could  be  fpared  by 
him. 

The  preparations  which  Captain  Douglas  had  feen  at  the  other  iflands, 
and  the  great  demand  he  had  experienced  for  powder,  fhot  and  mul- 
quets,  induced  him  to  give  fome  credit  to  the  fcheme  which  Tianna 
had  juft  mentioned  : he,  therefore,  complied  with  that  part  of  the  requeft 
which  related  to  the  fire-arms,  and  immediately  ordered  the  carpenter 
on  fhore,  to  form  a ftage  on  one  of  the  largeft  double  canoes,  to  receive 
the  fwiveh 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  the  carpenter  having  finifhed 
the  canoe,  fhe  was  brought  along-fide  the  Iphigenia,  when  the  gun 
was  mounted  ; but  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  King  could  pre- 
vail on  his  people  to  keep  their  paddles  in  their  hands  while  he  difcharged 
the  piece. 

At  fix  in  the  morning,  the  wind  being  from  the  Southward  and  Eaft- 
ward,  a fignal  was  made  for  the  King  to  come  on  board,  when  they  got 
under  way,  fleering  for  the  bay  of  Toee-Hye.  The  King  was  accompa- 
nied by  his  Queen,  Tianna  and  other  principal  chiefs,  while  thofe  of  an 
inferior  rank  attended  the  fhip  in  a fleet  of  thirty  canoes.  Tiroway- 
Bay,  which  they  now  quitted,  is  fuperior  in  many  refpedts  to  that  of 
Karakakooa,  the  ground  being  extremely  good,  with  not  a fpot  of 
coral  rock  in  any  part  of  it : befides,  veffels  may  lie  at  fuch  a diffance 
from  the  fhore,  that  if  the  wind  blows,  they  can  clear  the  land  with 
fafety.  The  latitude  of  the  fhip  at  anchor  was  190  4'  North.  At  half 
pafl:  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  belt  bower  anchor  was  dropped  in  ten 
fathoms  of  water,  oppofite  the  village  of  Toee-Hye,  the  two  extreme 
points  of  this  large  bay  bearing  from  South  Well:  by  South,  to  North 
Weft  by  North,  diftant  from  the  fhore  three  miles. 

In  the  evening,  the  King  and  his  company  went  on  fhore  ; and  on  the 
following  morning  fent  off  a prefen t of  thirty  hogs,  a quantity  of  fait, 
cocoa-nuts,  potatoes,  and  taro.  As  the  trade-wind  was  now  blowing 
frefh,  Captain  Douglas  requeued  that  he  might,  if  poffible,  be  favoured 
with  immediate  fupplies,  as  he  was  in  hafte  to  fail  for  America. — • 
Tome-homy-haw,  therefore,  difpatched  meffengers  up  the  country,  with 
orders  for  every  one  who  had  an  hog  to  bring  it  immediately  to  the  vil- 
lage, on  pain  of  death  : and  at  ten  the  next  morning,  he  himfelf  came 
off  with  a prefent  of  fifty  hogs,  fome  of  which  weighed  fifteen  ftone.-— 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  day  other  neceffary  articles  were  fen t on  board  ; 
and  amongft  other  things  were  twelve  geefe.  It  may  be  a matter  of 
curiofity  to  mention  that,  at  the  fame  time,  a boat  came  into  the  bay 
with  a cock  and  hen  turkey.  Thefe  animals  were  going  round  to  breed 
at  the  village  of  Wipeeo.  The  hen,  we  were  told,  had  already  fat 
twice,  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  reared  her  broods  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty  ; fo  that  in  a few  years  there  will  be  a great  abundance  of 
that  fpecies  of  fowl  in  thefe  iflands. 

In  the  evening  Captain  Douglas,  after  prefenting  fome  fire-arms  and 
ammunition  to  the  King  and  Tianna,  took  his  leave  of  them  ; and  at 
midnight  they  got  under  way.  Their  latitude  at  noon,  on  the  next 
day,  was  30°  21'  North.  They  now  proceeded  to  Woahoo,  where  having- 
got  a confiderable  quantity  of  wood,  and  made  fome  addition  to  the 
flock  of  taro  and  fugar-cane,  they  continued  their  courfe  to  Atooi  ; and 
in  the  evening  of  the  12th  came  to  an  anchor  about  two  miles  to  the 
Eafhvard  of  the  anchoring-ground.  At  day-light  on  the  13th,  they 
got  the  boats  out,  and  towed  the  fhip  into  her  former  birth.  Taheo 
and  the  other  principal  chiefs  were  gone  to  Punna,  and  Abinui  was  the 
only  perfon  of  confequence  remaining  at  Wymoa,  who  fent  a prefent 
of  an  hog  on  board,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  accompany  it. 

In  the  morning,  the  long-boat  was  fent  on  fhore  for  water,  when  the 
men  on  duty  got  to  quarrelling  with  fo  much  violence,  as  to  draw  their 
knives  againft  each  other  ; and  when  Mr.  Viana  attempted  to  part  them, 
a feaman,  of  the  name  of  Jones,  threatened  to  knock  him  down.  As 
fuch  a difturbance,  if  not  checked  in  time,  might  have  been  attended 
with  confequences  that  would  prove  fatal  to  the  voyage,  Captain  Doug- 
las ordered  Jones  to  immediate  punifhment ; to  which,  with  the  moft 
horrid  execrations,  he  refufed  to  fubmit,  and  run  for  the  fore-top,  in  ex- 
pedition 
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pedation  of  meeting  with  the  blunderbuffes  which  were  generally  kept 
there  primed  and  loaded,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  from  the  natives,  but  was 
prevented  from  gaining  his  objed  by  Captain  Douglas,  who  fired  a piftol 
over  his  head,  and  threatened  him  with  a fecond  difcharge  if  he  pro- 
ceeded another  ftep.  But  as  it  was  very  evident  that  feveral  of  the 
(hip’s  crew  were  difpofed  to  fupport  him,  he  was  ordered  either  to 
deliver  himfelf  up  to  puniftiment,  or  inftantly  to  leave  the  (hip  ; which 
he  did  without  the  lead  hefitation,  and  tranquillity  was  immediately 
reftored. 

Having  compleated  their  watering,  at  five  in  the  afternoon  they  got 
under  way  for  Oneeheow,  in  order  to  obtain  a fupply  of  yams.  But 
being  prevented  by  adverfe  winds,  and  a current  running  ftrong  from 
the  Northward,  to  make  Yam  Bay,  they  were  forced,  to  avoid  being 
driven  to  the  leeward,  to  bear  up  for  the  other  bay  ; and  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  following  day,  they  dropped  anchor  in  thirteen  fathoms  of  water  ; 
the  bearings  of  the  two  points  being  from  South  by  Eaft,  to  North  by 
Eaft;  the  fmall  ifland  of  Tahoora  bore  at ' the  fame  time,  South  South 
Weft  half  Weft,  diftant  from  the  (hore  one  mile  and  an  half.  In  the 
evening,  Captain  Douglas  being  informed  of  a defign  agitated  by  feveral 
of  the  feamen  to  go  off  with  the  jolly-boat,  gave  orders  to  the  officers 
to  keep  a ft  rid  watch;  neverthelefs,  during  the  night,  the  quarter- 
mafter  and  two  of  the  failors  had  got  on  (hore  in  fome  of  the  canoes 
that  were  along-fide.  They  had  formed  a plan  to  get  off  with  the  boat, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  fet  fire  to  the  (hip;  but  being  prevented  in 
their  diabolical  enterprife,  they  had  taken  an  opportunity  toefcape  to  the 
ifland.  Two  of  them,  however,  by  the  adive  zeal  of  honeft  Friday,  a 
native  of  Oneeheow,  who  has  already  been  mentioned  in  thefe  pages 
with  the  efteem  he  fo  well  deferves,  were  (hortly  brought  back  to  the 
(hip  ; but  the  quarter-mafter,  who  was  the  ringleader  in  the  mifchief, 
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could  not  be  brought  off  on  account  of  the  furf,  and  was  therefore  left 
behind  : for  fuch  was  the  fituation  of  both  veffels,  being  in  want  of  many 
neceffary  articles, — the  North  Weft  America  having  alfo  loft  her  an- 
chor,— that  though,  according  to  his  inftrudlions,  Captain  Douglas 
was  to  have  proceeded  to  the  Northward,  he  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  difobeying  them,  and  proceeding  immediately  to  the  Coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, where  he  had  every  reafon  to  hope  he  ftiould  meet  with  a fhip 
from  China. 

The  Iphigenia  and  the  Schooner  had  now  been  near  four  months 
among  thefe  iilands  ; and  it  is  to  the  honour  of  Captain  Douglas,  that  he 
conducted  himfelf  with  that  prudent  attention  to  circumftances,  as  to 
have  avoided  any  ferious  difpute  with  the  natives  of  any  of  them. 


CHAP. 
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1 They  leave  Oneeheovu , and  proceed  on  their  Return  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of 
America. — Rafts  Bird  IJland. — P articular  Circumftance  refpe cling  the  Com- 
pafts. — The  Arrival  oft  the  Iphigenia  and  the  North  West  America  at 
Nootka  Sound. — The  latter  diftpatched  on  a Trading  Voyage , and  the  Reaftons 
oft  it. — The  Arrival  oft  a Spanijh  Ship. — The  Conduct  of  the  Spaniftle  Com- 
mander.— Seizure  oft  the  Iphigenia,  &c. — She  is  obliged  to  leave  Nootka 
Sound , and  proceeds  to  the  Northward. — Wade  with  the  Natives  oft  the 
Coaft. — Anchor  off  a Village  named  Fort  Pitt. — Deftcription  of  Buccleugh's 
Sound. — Anchor  in  Haines's  Cove. — A War  threatened  between  two  Tribes 
eft  Natives. — The  Means  employed  to  prevent  it. — An  Account  of  Mac 
Intire's  Bay. —Examine  Cox's  Channel. — A Dcftgn  formed  by  the  Natives' 
to  get  Poffeffon  oft  the  Ship. — Diftcovered  to  Captain  Douglas  by  the  Women. 

— Friendly  Conduct  of  a Chief  named  Blakow. — All  the  Bar-Iron  ex- 
pended.— Pafts  Cox's  Channel.  — Trade  with  the  Natives  oft  Tatanee.— 
ifuit  the  _ Coaft  of  America. — Return  to  the  Sandwich  Iftlands. — Fortu- 
nate Eftcape  from  a Deftgn  of  the  King  and  Chiefs  of  Owhyhee  on 
Captain  Douglas  and  his  People , &c. — Touch  at  the  different  Iftlands 
for  Provifions , &c.  — Proceed  on  their  Voyage  to  China.  — Arrive  oft 
Macao , &,c. 

JT  ^ A V I N G got  about  a month’s  ftore  of  yams,  the  two  veflels 
fet  fail ; and  having  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Oneeheow  on  the 
18th,  they  proceeded  in  company  to  the  North  Weft,  with  the  wind  Wednefdayis 
from  North  North  Eaft.  At  three  the  next  morning,  land  was  feen 
a-head  ; and  at  four,  being  almoft  clofe  up  with  it,  they  hove  to  till 
day-light. 


This 
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17S9.  1 his  iflandor  rock,  bears  the  form  of  a faddle,  high  at  each  end,  and 

low  in  the  middle.  To  the  South  it  is  covered  with  verdure  ; but 
on  the  Noith,  Weft  and  Eaft  fide s , it  is  a barren  rock,  perpendicu- 
larly fteep,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  acceffible  but  to  the  feathered 
race,  with  which  it  abounds.  It  was  therefore  named  Bird  Ifland.  It 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  230  07'  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of  198°  10' 
Eaft,  by  a medium  of  feveral  obferved  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon. 

Nothing  very  material  took  place  during  the  voyage  of  the  Iphi- 
genia  and  North  Weft  America  back  to  Nootka  Sound.  They  both 
fuffered  thofe  inconveniencies  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the 
fcanty  ftore  of  many  articles  neceflary  for  the  comfort  and  navigation  of 
a fliip. — It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  mention,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  for  two  or  three  days  together,  it  became  impoffible  to  fteer  the  fliip, 
the  compafles  flying  about  each  way  four  or  five  points  in  a moment. — 
Captain  Douglas  remarks,  that  he  experienced  the  fame  phaenomenon 
laft  year  about  the  fame  latitude.  The  latitude  at  this  time  was  from 
36°  19'  to  36°  io'  North,  and  the  longitude  from  208°  15'  to  210°  13'. 

The  whole  trail  factions  concerning  the  Iphigenia,  after  her  arrival  at 
Nootka  Sound,  with  the  conduft  of  the  Spanifti  commander,  which  have 
formed  a fubjeft  of  difpute  between  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  are  ftated  at  large  in  the  Memorial  prefented  by  me  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ; — I muft  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  Appendix  of 
this  volume,  where  he  will  find  the  Memorial,  with  various  other 
papers,  explanatory  of  the  mercantile  plans  and  operations  of  the 
Aflociated  Company  for  carrying  011  a Trade  between  China  and  the 
North  Weft  Coaft  of  America. 
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The  Iphigenia  being  permitted  by  the  Spanifh  commodore  to  depart, 
they  quitted  Friendly  Cove,  as  is  feen  in  the  Memorial,  and  continued 
their  courfe  to  the  Northward,  with  the  wind  at  South  Eaft. — At  fun- 
fet  on  the  4th,  the  Southern  extremity  of  Charlotte’s  lllands  bore 
from  Weft  North  Weft,  to  Weft  by  South,  diftanf  two  leagues. — At 
noon  the  neXt  day  the  weather  was  thick  and  foggy.— -The  latitude  by 
account  was  520  33'  North  ; longitude  228°  2/  Eaft. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  there  were  a great 
number  of  fea-otters  playing  round  the  fhip. — At  eleven  they  faw  a 
fmall  barren  ifland. — At  noon  the  latitude  by  account  was  540  7'  North, 
and  the  longitude  2290  9'  Eaft.- — At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  current 
•having  fet  them  to  leeward,  and  out  of  fight  of  the  ifland,  and  being 
fturrounded  with  a number  of  fmall  iflets  and  rocks,  they  bore  up  to  look 
out  for  fome  place  of  Ihelter  before  night. — At  five  they  pafled  between 
a low  ifland  and  the  main  land. — At  ten  it  fell  calm,  and  the  current 
fet  them  down  to  a fmall  ifland,  and  no  foundings  to  be  obtained  with 
eighty  fathoms  of  line;  the  boats  were  therefore  hoifted  out,  and  the  fhip 
towed  clear  of  the  ifland,  into  26  fathoms  water,  when  they  dropped  the 
ftream  anchor  over  a muddy  ground. 


At  break  of  day  it  was  low  water,  when  a ledge  of  rocks  was  feen 
above  water,  within  lefs  than  a cable’s  length  of  the  fhip  : a breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  they  weighed  anchor  and  worked  out  of  the  found.  At  eleven- 
the  wind  dying  away,  the  ftream  anchor  was  dropped  in  fifty- five  fa- 
thoms water,  at  the  entrance  of  the  found.  At  noon  a breeze  fprung  up 
from  the  South  Eaft,  when  they  weighed  and  flood  to  the  South  Weft. 
The  latitude  by  obfervation  was  540  45' North,  and  the  longitude  2290  15' 
Eaft. 
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1789.  The  weather  was  now  become  fair  and  moderate;  and  the  early  part 

June.  _ J r 

of  the  afternoon,  on  obferving  a canoe  paddling  towards  the  fhip,  they 
fhortened  fail,  and  purchafed  three  cotfacks  of  the  fea-otter’s  fkin. — The 
natives  made  Captain  Douglas  underftand  that  there  were  more  nickees  at 
a village  to  which  they  pointed. — He  therefore  wore,  and  flood  to  the 
North  Eaft,  in  company  with  the  canoe  ; and  at  fix  dropped  the  ftream 
anchor  in  thirty-five  fathoms  water,  oppofite  a village  which  (lands  upon 
an  high  rock,  and  has  the  appearance  of  a fort.  This  place,  which  is  in  the 
latitude  of  540  58',  longitude  2290  43'  Eaft,  Captain  Douglas  named  Fort 
Pitt.  They  bought  feveral  otter- fkins  of  the  natives  ; but  in  the  morn* 
Monday  s ing,  there  being  no  figns  of  any  further  traffic,  they  weighed  anchor 
and  flood  to  the  Weft  ward. — At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  54°  4t'> 
and  the  longitude  2290  12'  Eaft. 

In  this  large  found,  which  was  now  named  Buccleugh’s  Sound,  there 
are  feveral  arms  and  branches,  fome  of  which  take  an  Eaflerly  direction, 
and  run  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ; one  or  two  others  took  a Norther- 
ly diredtion,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Captain  Douglas,  communicate 
with  Port  Meares  and  Sea  Otter  Sound. — The  two  capes,  which  form 
Buccleugh’s  Sound,  were  named  Cape  Farmer  and  Cape  Murray.— The 
former,  which  is  the  Southernmoft,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  540  35'  North, 
longitude  2290  16'  Eaft  ; and  the  latitude  of  the  latter  is  540  43'  North, 
and  its  longitude  228°  1 o' Eaft. — A low  ill  and,  covered  with  trees,  about 
three  leagues  in  circumference,  which  they  palled  the  day  before,  and 
lies  off  Cape  Farmer,  was  named  Petries  Ifland. — It  is  in  the  latitude  of 
540  42',  and  in  the  longitude  of  2290  20'. — An  high  mountain  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  found,  where  they  perceived  the  appearance  of  a village 
with  their  glaffes,  was  called  Mount  Saint  Lazaro. — It  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  540  52'  North;  longitude  2:8°  56'  Eaft.  At  eleven  at  night  they 
made  fail  to  clear  a fmall  rocky  ifland  that  lies  off  Cape  Murray. 
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At  noon  the  next  da_y  the  entrance  of  Port  Meares  bore  Weft  by  North, 
but  having  only  the  nine  inch  cable  which  was  got  from  the  Spaniards, 
Captain  Douglas  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  bring  up  there,  on  account 
of  its  expofure  to  the  South  Eaft  winds  ; but  having,  at  this  time  a lead- 
ing breeze,  they  fleered  right  up  the  found,  pafting  feven  or  eight  iflands 
which  lie  in  the  middle  of  it. — In  the  afternoon  the  long-boat  was  ordered 
out,  and  an  officer  fent  to  found  and  difcover  fome  place  of  fhelter. — In 


June. 
Tuefday  9 


■about  three  hours  he  returned,  having  found  out  a fine  cove,  about  four 
miles  higher  up  the  found  ; and  at  feven  in  the  evening  they  dropped 
the  bower  anchor  in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  over  fand  and  fhells,  about 
half  a mile  from  the  larboard  Ihore,  and  at  twice  that  diftance  from  the 
{larboard  fhore. 

Captain  Douglas  reprefents  this  harbour  as  by  much  the  beft  he  had 
feen  on  the  coaft  of  America. — The  entrance  of  it  is  not  more  than  half 
a mile  from  fliore  to  fhore,  off  which  an  ifland  is  fituated  of  about  a mile 
in  circumference ; fo  that  a vefl'el  may  lay  there  in  a ftate  of  fecurity 
from  all  winds. — At  the  bottom  of  this  cove,  which  is  about  two  miles 
from  the  entrance,  there  is  a very  fine  beach,  and  in  the  middle  of  it 
there  is  alfo  a fmall  ifland,  round  which  the  tide  flows  : — It  was  named 
Haines’s  Cove,  and  is  in  the  latitude  of  540  57'  North,  and  longitude  FUday  13 


228°  3'  Eaft. 


Several  fucceeding  days  were  employed  in  purchafing  furs,  fifh,  and 
■oil,  and  making  fome  neceffary  repairs  to  the  fhip  and  rigging : — Nor 


did  any  thing  material  happen  till  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  when  the  w.duefikyi? 


chiefs  of  the  two  villages,  on  different  fides  of  the  cove,  having  had 
fome  difagreement,  they  prepared  for  war,  and  a very  bloody  confliff,  to 
all  appearance,  was  prevented,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  women,  which, 
after  a very  loud  and  angry  debate,  that  lafted  upwards  of  an  hour,  pro- 
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duced  a reconciliation  betweeen  the  hoftile  parties. — One  of  the  chiefs, 
attended  by  his  canoes,  paddled  round  the  Iphigenia,  and  chaunted  a fong 
as  an  acknowledgment  to  Captain  Douglas,  that  he  had  not  taken  part 
in  the  difpute;  while  the  other  party  were  received  at  the  village  of  their 
tribe,  by  the  women  and  children,  with  the  tuneful  acclamations  of  wel- 
come or  of  triumph. 

At  eight  o’clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  a breeze  fpringing  up 
from  the  South  Wed,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  made  fail  out  of  the 
cove. — At  noon,  the  extremes  of  the  land,  from  Cape  Murray,  which 
forms  Port  Meares,  bore  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  an  high  bluff,  which 
was  now  named  Cape  Irving  : — The  latter  lies  in  the  latitude  of  540  49' 
North,  and  the  longitude  2270  43'  Eaft. — The  two  capes,  bearing  about 
Eaft  and  Weft  from  each  other. — The  North  Weft  p’o'int  of  Charlotte’s 
Iflands  alfo  bore  South  by  Weft  half  Weft,  diftant  twelve  or  fourteen 
leagues. 

The  weather  was  moderate  and  cloudy,  with  the  wind  from  the  South 
Weft. — At  fun-fet,  there  being  the  appearance  of  an  inlet,  which  bore 
South  South  Weft,  they  flood  acrofs  a deep  bay,  when  they  had  irregu- 
lar foundings,  from  twenty-fix  to  eleven  fathoms  water,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  fhore  ; — the  wind  dying  away  they  dropped  the 
ftream- anchor,  the  two  points  which  form  the  bay,  bearing  from  Weft, 
one  quarter  North,  to  North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  diftant  from  the  fliore  four 
miles.  It  was  now  named  M‘  Intire’s  Bay,  and  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
530  58'  North,  and  longitude  228°  6'  Eaft. 

In  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  long-boat  was  difpatched  to  the 
head  of  the  bay,  to  difcover  if  there  was  any  paffage  up  the  inlet;  — 
and  the  account  received  on  her  return  was,  that  toward  the  head  of  the 
2 ba/ 
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bay  a bar  run  acrofs,  on  which  the  long-boat  got  a-ground  ; but  that 
within  it  there  was  the  appearance  of  a large  found.  Several  canoes 
now  came  along-fide  the  fhip,  and  having  purchafed  their  Hock  of  furs, 
Captain  Douglas  got  under  way  to  look  into  an  inlet  which  he  had 
obferved  the  preceding  year. — At  noon  it  was  exceeding  hazy,  and  no 
obfervation  was  made. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  long-boat  was  fent,  well  manned  and  armed, 
to  examine  the  inlet  and  found  for  anchorage ; and  foon  after,  twelve 
canoes  being  feen  making  their  way  towards  her,  while  feveral  others 
were  coming  off  to  the  fhip,  Captain  Douglas  made  fail  after  the  long-boat> 
which  had  already  made  a fignal  for  anchorage. — At  five  o’clock  they 
dropped  the  bower  anchor  in  twenty-five  fathoms  water,  about  four 
miles  from  the  fhore,  and  two  from  a fmall  barren,  rocky  ifland,  which 
happened  to  prove  the  refidence  of  a chief,  named  Blakow-Coneehaw, 
whom  Captain  Douglas  had  feen  on  the  coaft  in  his  laft  voyage.— rHe 
came  immediately  on  board,  and  welcomed  the  arrival  of  the  fhip  with  a 
fong,  to  which  two  hundred  of  his  people  formed  a chorus  of  the  moft 
pleafing  melody — When  the  voices  ceafed,  he  paid  Captain  Douglas  the 
compliment  of  exchanging  names  with  him,  after  the  manner  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

At  feven  in  the  morning  they  Hood  up  the  inlet,  and  at  nine  came 
to  in  eighteen  fathoms  water,  when  they  moored  the  fhip  with,  the 
ftream-anchor.  Through  this  channel,  which  is  formed  by  Charlotte’s 
Iflands,  and  an  ifland  that  lies  off  the  Weft  end  of  it,  the  tide  was 
found  to  run  very  rapid.  The  paffage  takes  its  courfe  Eaft  and  Weft, 
about  ten  or  twelve  miles,  and  forms  a communication  with  the  open 
fea. — It  was  now  named  Cox’s  Channel. — Very  foon  after  the  fhip  was 
moored,  the  long-boat  was  fent  to  found  in  the  mid-channel,  but  no 
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foundings  could  be  obtained  with  eighty  fathoms  of  line  ; but  near  the 
rocks,  on  the  {larboard  fhore,  they  had  twenty  and  thirty  fathoms 
water. 

Having  been  vifited  the  preceding  night  by  two  canoes,  which  lay  on 
their  paddles,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  as  wTas  fuppofed,  inex- 
peflation  of  finding  us  all  afleep,  they  were  defired  to  keep  off7,  and 
finding  themfelves  difcovered  they  made  hafiily  for  the  fhore.  As  no 
orders  had  been  given  to  fire  at  any  boat,  however  fufpicious  its  appear- 
ance might  be,  thefe  people  were  buffered  to  retreat  without  being  inter- 
rupted.— This  night,  however,  there  happened  to  be  feveral  women  on 
board,  and  they  gave  Captain  Douglas  to  underftand,  that  if  he  or  his 
crew  fihould  fall  afleep,  all  their  heads  would  be  cut  off,  as  a plan  had 
been  formed  by  a confiderable  number  of  the  natives,  as  foon  as  the  lights 
were  out,  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  fhip. — The  gunner  therefore  re- 
ceived his  inftruclions,  in  confequence  of  this  information,  and  foon  after 
the  lights  were  extinguifhed,  on  feeing  a canoe  coming  out  from  among 
the  rocks,  he  gave  the  alarm,  and  fired  a gun  over  her,  which  was  accom- 
panied by  the  difcharge  of  feveral  mufkets,  which  drove  her  back  again 
with  the  utmofl  precipation. 

In  the  morning  the  old  chief,  Blakow  Coneehaw,  made  a long  fpeech 
from  the  beach;  and  the  long-boat  going  on  fhore  for  wood,  there  were 
upwards  of  forty  men  iffued  from  behind  a rock,  and  held  up  a thimble 
and  fome  other  trifling  things,  which  they  had  flolen  from  the  ihip  ; — 
but  when  they  found  that  the  party  did  not  intend  to  moldl  them,  they 
gave  a very  ready  and  aflive  affiflance  in  cutting  wood,  and  bringing 
the  water-caflcs  down  to  the  boat. — Some  time  after  the  chief  came  on 
board,  arrayed,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  in  a fafhion  of  extraordinary  cere- 
mony, having  four  (kins  of  the  ermine  hanging  from  each  ear,  and  one 

3 from 
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from  his  nofe  ; when,  after  Captain  Douglas  had  explained  to  him  the 
reafon  of  their  firing  the  preceding  night,  he  firft  made  a long  fpeech  to 
his  own  people,  and  then  aflured  him  that  the  attempt  which  had  been 
made,  was  by  fame  of  the  tribe  who  inhabited  the  oppofite  fhore;  and 
entreated,  if  they  fhould  repeat  their  nocturnal  vifit,  that  they  might  be 
killed  as  they  deferved. — He  added,  that  he  had  left  his  houfe,  in  order 
to  live  along-fide  the  fhip,  for  the  purpofe  of  its  protection,  and  that  he 
himfelf  had  commanded  the  women  to  give  that  information  which  they 
had  communicated. — This  old  man  exercifed  the  moft  friendly  fervices 
in  his  power  to  Captain  Douglas,  and  pofl'efled  a degree  of  authority 
over  his  tribe,  very  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  chief  whom  they  had 
feen  on  the  Coaft  of  America. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Douglas  took  the  long-boat  and  ran  acrofs 
the  channel,  to  an  ifland  which  lay  between  the  fhip  and  the  village  of 
Tatanee,  and  invited  the  chief  to  be  of  the  party;  who,  having  feen 
him  pull  up  the  wild  parfley  and  eat  it,  he  was  fo  attentive  as  to  order  a 
large  quantity  of  it,  with  fome  falmon,  to  be  fent  on  board  every 
morning. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23J,  finding  the  ground  to  be  bad, 
they  ran  acrofs  the  channel  to  a fmall  harbour,  which  is  named  Beal’s 
Harbour,  on  the  Tartanee  fide  ; and  at  ten  dropped  anchor  in  nineteen 
fathoms  water,  about  half  a cable’s  length  from  the  fhore  ; the  land 
locked  all  round,  and  the  great  wooden  images  of  Tartanee  bore  Eaft, 
one  quarter  North ; the  village  on  the  oppofite  fhore  bearing  South  half 
Weft. — This  harbour  is  in  the  latitude  of  540  18'  North,  and  longitude 
227°  6'  Eaft. — It  was  high  water  there  at  the  change,  twenty  minutes 
paft  midnight;  and  the  tide  flows  from  the  Weftward,  fix  teen  feet  per- 
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pendicular.—The  night  tides  were  higher,  by  two  feet,  than  thofe  of 
the  day. 

The  three  following  days  were  employed  in  purchafing  fkins,  and  pre- 
paring to  depart;  but  as  all  the  flock  of  iron  was  expanded  they  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  cutting  up  the  hatch-bars  and  chain  plates. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  as  foon  as  the  chief  returned,  who  had 
gone  on  fhore  the  preceding  evening,  to  get  a frefh  fupply  of  provifions, 
Captain  Douglas  gave  orders  to  unmoor,  and  a breeze  fpringing  up,  at 
half  paft  nine  they  got  under  way,  and  fleered  through  Cox’s  channel, 
with  feveral  canoes  in  tow. — At  eleven,  having  got  out  of  the  flrengch 
of  the  tide,  which  run  very  rapid,  they  hove  to,  and  a brifk  trade  com- 
menced with  the  natives,  who  bartered  their  fkins  for  coats,  jackets, 
trowfers,  pots,  kettles,  frying-pans,  wafh-hand  bafons,  and  whatever 
articles  of  a fimilar  nature  could  be  procured,  either  from  the  officers  or 
the  men  ; but  they  refufed  to  take  any  more  of  the  chain-plates,  as  the 
iron  of  which  they  were  made  proved  fo  brittle  that  it  broke  in  their  ma- 
nufacturing of  it. — 1 he  lofs  of  the  iron  and  other  articles  of  trade, 
which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  fhip  by  the  Spaniards,  was  now  very 
feverely  felt,  as  the  natives  carried  back  no  fmall  quantity  of  furs,  which 
Captain  Douglas  had  not  the  means  of  purchafing. 

This  tribe  is  very  numerous  ; and  the  village  of  Tartanee  flands  on  a 
very  fine  fpot  of  ground,  round  which  was  fome  appearance  of  cultiva- 
tion; and  in  one  place  in  particular  it  was  evident  that  leed  had  been 
lately  fown. — In  all  probability  Captain  Gray,  in  the  floop  Wafhington, 
had  fallen  in  with  this  tribe,  and  employed  his  confiderate  friendlhip  in 
forming  this  garden;  but  this  is  mere  matter  of  conjecture,  as  the  real 
fa&  could  not  be  learned  from  the  natives.  From  the  fame  benevolent 

fpirit 
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{pint  Captain  Douglas  himfelf  planted  fome  beans,  and  gave  the  natives 
a quantity  for  the  fame  ufeful  purpofe  ; and  there  is  little  doubt  but 
that  excellent  and  wholefome  vegetable,  at  this  time,  forms  an  article 
of  luxury  in  the  village  of  Tatanee.  This  people,  indeed,  were  fo  fond 
of  the  cookery  pradlifed  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  that  they  very  frequently 
refufed  to  traffic  with  their  fkins,  till  they  had  been  taken  down  to  the 
cabin,  and  regaled  with  a previous  entertainment. 

The  weather  had  been  fo  thick  and  hazy,  fince  they  had  quitted  Noot- 
ka  Sound,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  get  a fight  of  the  moon  or  ftars  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  an  obfervation  ; Captain  Douglas,  therefore,  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  reducing  the  longitude  of  the  different  places  which 

r 

he  vifited,  from  the  obfervations  he  had  made  during  his  voyage  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  Iphigenia  now  proceeded  on  her  way  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 
and  without  the  intervention  of  any  occurrence  that  merits  a particular 
relation  ; — and  it  appeared  on  the  iSth-of  July,  by  a medium  of  feveral 
obfervations,  that  fhe  was  in  the  longitude  of  206°  20'.  And  at  fun-rife  of 
the  20th,  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  bore  from  North  Eafl  by  North,  to 
South  half  Eaff,  two  leagues  off  fiiore. 

The  fecond  vifit  of  Captain  Douglas  to  thefe  iflands  had  well  nigh 
completed  the  misfortunes  of  his  voyage  ; — as  a plan  had  been  formed  by 
the  chiefs  of  Owhyhee  to  cut  him  off  with  his  crew,  and  then  to  rob  and 
deftroy  the  (hip. — Indeed  it  was  in  a great  meafure  owing  to  the  manly 
and  prudent  conduct  of  Captain  Douglas  that  this  fcheme,  which  was 
regularly  formed  and  adjufted,  proved  abortive. — This  defign  was  to  have 
been  executed  on  board  the  Iphigenia  ; and  the  treacherous  chiefs,  who 
were  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  the  bufinefs,  had  already  introduced  them- 
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1789,  felves  into  the  fhip. — One  of  them  had  got  a piflol,  others  held  daggers  In 
their  hands  ; and,  as  it  maybe  fuppofed,  all  were,  in  fome  way  or  other, 
fecretly  armed,  becaufe,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  each  had  his  allotted  part 
to  perform  in  the  intended  maffacre.  The  king’s  elder  brother  and  Aropee 
had  engaged  to  kill  Captain  Douglas  ; — Pareeonow  was  appointed  to  flab 
Mr.  Adamfon,  the  principal  officer  ; — Terreametee,  the  younger  brother 
of  the  king,  was  to  perform  the  fame  inhuman  office  for  the  boatfwain, 
and  the  other  chiefs  had  each  his  murderous  work  afligned  him  ; which 
being  compleated,  a fignal  was  to  have  been  given  for  the  natives,  who 
lay  in  their  canoes,  to  get  on  board,  and  to  throw  all  that  remained  alive 
into  the  Tea. — The  veflfel  was  then  to  have  been  pulled  in  pieces,  and 
carried  up  into  the  mountains,  in  order  to  prevent  any  fufpicions  of  what 
had  happened  from  alarming  fuch  ftrangers  as  might  viht  the  ifland  at 
any  future  period. 

Such  was  the  account  which  Tianna  gave  to  Captain  Douglas, 
with  tears  and  lamentations,  of  the  intended  tragedy,  in  which,  though 
he  could  not  prevent  the  defign,  he  refufed  to  co-operate,  and  had  em- 
ployed his  fervant  to  give  notice  of  it  ; but  the  man  had  been  fo  clofely 
watched  by  fome  or  other  of  the  chiefs,  that  he  had  not  found  an  op- 
portunity to  make  the  purpofed  communication. 

When,  however,  Captain  Douglas  faw  the  chiefs  armed,  and  found 
that  the  queen  had  been  fecretly  conveyed  away  from  the  flop  : he 
began  to  fufpect  milchief  and  adled  accordingly.  He  took  care,  i^i 
the  firft  place,  not  to  betray  any  figns  of  apprehenfion  or  alarm  ; and 
very  properly  conceiving  that  if  he  fhould  call  his  people  up  to  prevent 
the  apparent  danger,  it  n ight  drive  the  infidious  people  to  fome  aft  of 
deipair  that  might  produce  very  fatal  confequences  to  the  fh ip, — he 
determined  to  try  a more  tranquil  method  ; and,  under  various  pre- 
tences, 
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fences,  got  a piftol  from  one  of  the  chiefs,  and  a dagger  from 
another-  and  being  armed  himfelf,  he  waited  with  impatience  for  the  ar- 
rival of  Tianna,  who  was  on  fhore,  to  determine  in  what  manner  he  fhould 
finally  proceed.  In  a very  fhort  time  that  chief  came  on  board,  and 
Captain  Douglas  taking  him  alone  into  his  cabin  and  bolting  the  door, 
he  infilled  upon  being  informed  concerning  the  intentions  of.  the  king 
and  his  people,  when  Tianna  threw  himfelf  upon  the  floor,  in  an  agony 
of  diftrefs,  and  unfolded  what  has  been  already  related, —laid  the  whole 
blame  on  the  king,  and  recommended  that  he  fhould  be  infhntly  put 
to  death.  Captain  Douglas  immediately  jumped  on  deck,  with  a 
loaded  piftol  in  each  hand,  which  had  fuch  an  effed  on  the  chiefs,  who 
were  aftbmbled  there,  that  they  quitted  the  Ihip  in  an  inftant,  and 
drove  their  canoe  fwiftly  to  the  fhore. 

j.  ■ 

Such  an  hoftile  and  treacherous  condud  in  the  king  and  his  attend- 
ants, as  we  have  juft  related,  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  broken  off  all 
intercourfe  between  the  Ihip  and  the  natives  ; but  as  it  was-  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  procure  provifions  for  the  future  part  of  the  voyage,  an 
humiliating  apology  was  received  from  Tome-homy-haw,  for  what 
had  patfed,  who  laid  all  the  blame  on  his  chiefs;  and  a communication 
was  renewed  with  the  natives,  which  produced  great  plenty  of  hogs- 
&nd  fruit,  as  well  as  bafs-rope,  the  latter  article  being  provided  on  ac- 
count of  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  cordage,  &c.  on  board  the  Ihip. 

On  the  2^-th,  Captain  Douglas,  after  having  left  letters  for  myfelf 
and  Captain  Funter,  in  cafe  either  of  us  fhould  touch  at  Owhyhee, 
quitted  the  ifland. — Tome-homy-haw,  to  the  laft,  intreated  forgivenefs, 
and  exprefled  the  deepeft  concern  for  the  alarm  which  he  and  his  chiefs 
had  occafioned  ; and  Tianna,  with  all  the  fenfibility  of  an  honeft  and  in- 
genuous mind,  continued  to  lament  it.— Indeed,  fuch  was  their  condud 
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and  behavionr  when  the  moment  approached  for  the  Iphigenia  to  depart, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Britifh  {hips  will  hereafter  find  in 
this  ifland,  all  the  comfort,  protection,  and  friendfhip,  which  Tome- 
homy-haw  and  Tianna  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  them. 

On  the  following  day  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  Witetee  Bay,  in  the 
Ifland  of  Woahoo ; but  every  article  of  trade  being  now  expended,  the 
armourers  were  ordered  to  cut  up  the  rudder  chains,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  the  provifions  with  which  feveral  canoes  had  come  laden  from 
the  fhore. 

After  touching  at  the  other  iflands  for  water,  yams,  &c.  on  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  they  quitted  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  made  fail  to  the 
Weft  ward. 

On  the  4th  of  O&ober,  without  having  met  with  any  intervening 
occurrence  of  particular  curiofity,  apprehenfion,  or  good  fortune,  that 
would  juftify  a defcription,  they  faw  the  Coaft  of  China  ; and,  on  the 
following  day,  the  Iphigenia,  after  her  long  and  various  voyages,  and  all 
the  dangers  as  well  as  interruptions  encountered  in  them,  arrived  fafe, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  roads  of  Macao. 


THE  END. 
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Route  of  the  Felice,  ^Variation  of  Compass,  Meteorological 

Observations,  during  the  Voyage. 

N.B.  In  thefe  Tables,  the  Situation  of  the  Ship,  at  Noon,  is  in  general  fet  down  ; and 
the  Variation  as  obferved  fome  Time  of  the  fame  Day. 


TABLE  I. 

From  CANTON  in  China,  to  the  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


Time. 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

Forth. 

Eaft. 

Eaft. 

1788. 

Deg.  Mm. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Wind,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

3° 

Feb.  1 


20  54 

18  *54 

18  o 

17  5 

16  20 

l6  l6 

15  52 

>5  *9 

13  45 
59 

12  36 

10  53 

10  36 

8 51 


22 

8 

58 


114  24 

115  8 

1 17  1 

1 1 3 o 
119  12 


122  28 


South  Eaft,  light  breezes,  and  at  times  extremely  foggy. 
f Variable;  light  breezes,  with  frelh  gales:  cloudy,  hazy,  and  at 
1 times  extre 


extremely  foggy. 

f Variable;  fquaHy  with  hard  rain : frefli  breezes,  with  a great  fea 
1 from  N.  E. 

{E.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  by  E.  gloomy  and  unpleafant,  with  a heavy 
fea. 

f N.  E.  by  N.  and  N.  E.  flxong  gales  : during  the  night  it  blew  ex- 
1 tremely  hard,  with  a great  hollow  fea. 

| Variable  ; a very  high  fea  from  the  N.E.  great  quantities  of  rock- 
*•  weed  and  drift-wood. 

{N.  E.  and  N.  by  E.  frefli  breezes  and  cloudy  firft  part,  after- 
wards moderate  and  fine.  LuconiaN.  N.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  12  oy 
14  leagues. 

{Variable;  moderate  breezes  and  fine  weather.  Luconia  N.  N.E. 
to  S.  S.  W.  6 leagues. 

I Variable  ; and  fine  weather.  Land  N.  by  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  6 
f leagues. 

{Variable  ; frefh  breezes  and  fine.  Goat  Ifland  N.  E.  by  N.  6 
leagues.  Luconia  N.  by  W.  to  S.  E.  14  leagues.  The  Lu- 
ban  I lies. 

J Variable;  frefli  breezes  and  fair:  the  night  tempefiuous,  and  a 
l high  fea.  Between  Mindoro  and  the  Calamines. 

{Variable;  moderate  and  pleafant ; the  night  tempefiuous.  Under 
the  fliores  of  Mindoro. 

N.  E.  Weather  moderate.  Panay  N-  E.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  9 leagues. 
Variable;  moderate  breezes  and  fine.  Panay  4 miles. 

Variable  ; frefh  breezes  and  clear, 
f N.  E.  and  variable  ; pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  Magindanao  E. 
\ 7 or  8 leagues. 

f N.N.W.  and  variable;  moderate  breezes  and  fine.  Bafilan  S.S.W. 
L 9 leagues.  Gn  the  Magindanao  Shore, 
f Variable;  light  airs.  At  anchor  at  Fort  Caldera,  at  Samboingan, 
c in  Magindanao. 
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Route  of  the  Felice  from  Samboingan  to  Nookta,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  N.  W. 

Coast  of  America. 


Latitude. 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaf. 

Eaf. 

Time. 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


1788. 
Feb.  1 2 

Deg. 

6 

Min. 

34 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

1 

N.  N.W.  frefli  gales;  Bafdan  S.  W.  by  S.  to  W.  N.W.  4 leagues. 

and  two  fmall  iflands,  named  Felice’s  Iflands,  N.  by  E.  4 miles. 

*3 

6 

48 

124  50 

I 

10  1 

Light  and  variable  winds  ; fultry  and  cloudy;  in  the  night  heavy 
rain  off  Magindanao. 

I4 

A 

\ 

Variable  light  airs  ; hot  and  fultry  : hard  rain  during  the  night. 

Magindanao  E.  halfN.  8 leagues. 

E.  N.  E.  light  breezes  and  cloudy ; during  the  night  windy  ; two 

53 

126 

36 

fmall  iflands  S.  S.  E.  5 leagues.  Magindanao  N.  13  leagues. 

4 

> 

and  feveral  other  fmall  iflands  ; and  one  almofl:  ievel  with  the 
water,  half  a mile,  which  we  called  Providence  Ifland. 

16 

32 

I 27 

53 

N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  fine;  patted  between  two  fmall  iflands. 

3 

The  Talour  Iflands  N.  N.  E.  Sanguir  Ifland  W. 

N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  ftrong  breezes  and  fair.  Land  E.  12  leagues. 
Land  at  S.S.  W.  North  Cape  E.  14  leagues.  Morintay  N.  E, 
L by  E.  half  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  6 leagues. 

i7 

40 

I 28 

10 

2 

18 

35 

N.  E.  flrong  wind  and  fquaily  ; patted  between  Riou  and  Jelolo  ; 

Morintay  in  fight. 

r N.  E.  by  N.  and  N.  moderate  breezes,  with  flying  fhowers  of  rain  ; 

1 9 

1 

47 

patted  a number  of  fmall  iflands,  between  Morintay  and  Jelolo- 

Riou  S.W.  by  W.  to  S.W.  half  S.  9 leagues.  Jelolo  S.  S.W.  to 
S.  E.  1 1 leagues. 

N.  E.  light  airs  and  fine  weather.  Morintay  S.  by  W.  half  W. 
to  W.  by  N.. halfN.  16  leagues.  Jelolo  S.byW.  to  S.  W.  14 

20 

1 

56 

1 

21 

1 

leagues. 

N.  E.  light  breezes  and  fine.  Morintay  N.  W.  to  W.  14  leagues. 

9 

22 

22 

131 

10 

N.  E.  light  breezes  and  cloudy.  Land  feen  E.  S.  E.  to  W.by  N. 

9 leagues.  Wagiew  S.  E.  by  E.  to  W.  6 leagues. 

23 

n 

20 

l3  1 

■ Variable,  and  N.  W.  fquaily  with  rain.  Wagiew  S.  E.  half  E.to 

3 1 

S W.  by  W.  4 leagues  ; two  fmall  iflands  in  the  N.  E.  quarter. 

24 

0 

26 

132 

J9 

2 

O 

W.  N.  W.  light  breezes,  fquaily  with  rain.  The  Tattee  Iflands 
. in  fight. 

25 

2 

133 

' W.  S.  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  light  breezes  and  fultry.  Near  the 

So 

L Tatce  Iflands. 

26 

*35 

38 

[ W.  N.W.  plcafant  breezes  and  fine  weather,  with  a large  fwell 

1 from  the  N.  E.  and  very  fultry.  Patted  the  Tattee  Iflands. 

27 

28 

0 

56 

55 

136 

!37 

35 

38 

I 

O 

[ Variable;  clofe  and  fultry ; thunder  and  lightning;  fquallsof  rain. 
1 Patted  the  Freewill  Iflands. 

r Variable;  light  winds,  fultry  and  fquaily,  with  much  rain,  thua 

1^  dcr  and  lightning. — Near  the  Freewill  HJands, 

A P P E 


N 


D I X, 


TABLE  II.  continued . 


Route  of  the  Felice  from  Samboingan  ^Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  N.  W, 

Coast  of  America. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaft. 

1788. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Feb . 29 

I 

7 

<37  10 

March  1 

I 

40 

136  56 

2 

2 

52 

i36  37 

3 

3 

5 

<37  9 

4 

3 

— 

i37  59 

5 

3 

14 

>38  58 

6 

3 

J4 

1 39  58 

7 

2 

58 

141  18 

8 

2 

55 

142  47 

9 

3 

17 

142  25 

10 

3 

22 

1 1 

3 

5° 

!42  55 

1 2 

3 

J5 

<44  25 

13 

2 

45 

H5  37 

J4 

'2 

27 

^6  35 

15 

2 

4i 

145  1 5 

17 

3 

25 

146  30 

18 

4 

3 4 

147  58 

*9 

5 

12 

H7  9 

20 

6 

37 

146  3 

21 

8 

22 

146  4 

22 

9 

48 

145  18 

23 

1 1 

18 

144  45 

24 

12 

36 

!43  58 

25 

14 

' — 

142  58 

26 

15 

26 

142  26 

27 

L 

2 

1 41  45 

28 

18 

7 

141  12 

29 

19 

29 

140  25 

3° 

2 1 

2 

139  48 

3 1 

21 

53 

140  26 

April  1 
2 

22 

26 

1 39  38 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min, 


— { 

2 30 
2 30 


2 18 


26 

I 2 

6 

1 o 
5° 
36 


4 24 
4 24 


S.  E.  light  airs,  with  frequent  fqualls  of  rain;  near  the  Freewill 
Iflands, 

Variable;  fromN.E.  toE.  N.E.  thick  cloudy  weather,  very  fultry, 
and  heavy  fqualls  of  rain. 

N.  E.  moderate  breezes,  cloudy,  fqually,  and  heavy  rain. 

N.  Eaflerly,  extremely  tempefluous,  and  very  heavy  rains, 

N.  E.  very  fqually,  great  rains,  and  much  fea. 

N.  E.  moderate,  cloudy;  a great  fwell  from  N.  E. 

Variable,  light  breezes,  fqualls  of  rain. 

N.  Eaflerly,  fqually,  with  fhowets  of  rain, 
r N.  Eaflerly,  fqualls,  much  thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain  ; 
(_  after,  light  breezes  and  fultry. 

Variable,  light  winds,  flying  fhowers. 

Variable,  light  airs,  clofe  and  fultry. 

N.  Eaflerly,  fqually,  hard  rain,  clofe  and  fultry. 

N.  N.  E.  fqually,  hard  rain. 

Variable;  moderate  breeze,  cloudy,  very  fultry. 

N.  N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  fine  weather. 

Variable,  light  airs,  extremely  fultry. 

N.  Eaflerly,  moderate  breezes,  fine,  and  extremely  fultry. 

E.  N.  E.  light  breezes  and  fine  weather. 

N.  E.  moderate.breezes  and  fine  weather. 

Variable  light  breezes  and  fine  weather  ; a large  fwell  from  N.  E, 
N.  E.  pleafant  breeze,  cloudy  ; a large  fwell. 

Variable;  frefli  breezes,  flying  fliowers  of  rain  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  fqualls  of  rain. 

N Eaflerly,.  pleafant  breezes  and  fine  weather. 

N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  fine  weather. 

N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  fine  weather. 
f N.  E.  frefli  breezes,  fine  weather ; numbers  of  birds  feen  about 
\ the  flfip. 

N.  E.  cloudy,  fqualls  of  rain. 

N.  E.  frefh  breezes,  much  fwell,  a heavy  and  confufed  fea. 

N.  E.  light  breezes,  hazy.  ' 

E,  by  S.  and  S.  E.  light  airs  and  hazy. 
r Variable;  clouds  black  and  heavy,  thunder  and  lightning;  nume. 
rous  flocks  of  birds. 

r Variable;  frefh  breezes,  cloudy,  thunder  and  lightning,  with  a 
| very  heavy  fea  and  fome  rain,  with  a terrible  whirlwind. 
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TABLE  II.  continued . 


Route  of  the  Felice  from  Samboincan  to  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  N.  W. 

Coast  of  America. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaft. 

V ariat. 
Eafi. 

1788. 

Deg,  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg . Min, 

April  3 

24  56 

J43  39 

{ 

4 

24  44 

145  41 

f 

5 

— 

146  12 

— i 

6 

27  30 

148  37 

3 20 

7 

28  14 

*5*  Sb 

— 

8 

28  58 

154  19 

2 24 

9 

29  50 

*57  4 

2_  { 

10 

3°  5 

158  48 

1 1 

31  22 

i59  3* 6 * 

12 

33  18 

4 24  { 

— { 

14 

36  20 

167  — 

{ 

1 5 

36  49 

168  48 

6 52 

16 

38  40 

171  26 

— { 

17 

3s  51 

175  10 

9 2°j 

18 

39  21 

*78  3 

J9 

40  20 

10  23  { 

20 

40  38 

182  9 

10  23 

21 

41  14 

182  29 

11  26 

22 

41  44 

CO 

OO 

T“« 

12  52  { 

2 3 

41  35 

189  25 

J 

1 

24 

{ 

25 

43  — 

I96  28 

Winds,  TVeather,  and  Remark t. 


N.  W.  violent  gales,  with  thunder,  lightning  and  rain,  and  a 

mountainous  fea. 

N.  E.  ftrong  breezes  and  clear;  land  feen  E.  N.  E.  diftance 

8 leagues. 

S.  E.  frefh  breezes,  fome  rain,  thick  andhazy.  Two  fmall  iflands 
abreaft,  5 or  6 miles;  we  named  them  the  Grampus  Ides. 

N.  W.  ftrong  breezes,  a heavy  rain,  fteady  gales  and  clear. 

W.  N.  W.  ftrong  gales,  a heavy  fea,  wreather  clear,  and  very  cold. 

N.  W.  frefh  breezes  and  clear  weather : and  very  cold. 

N.  N.  W.  ftrong  breezes  and  fair  weather:  faw  a rock  at  E.  N.  E. 
half  N.  1 league;  we  named  it  Lot’s  Wife:  Rock-weed  and 
flocks  of  birds  feen. 

N.  N.  W.  pleafant  breezes,  and  fine. 

Variable,  light  breezes ; cloudy,  but  pleafant. 

South;  frefh  breezes  and  fine  weather;  rock-weed,  flocks  of  birds, 
a piece  of  a canoe  and  a piece  of  timber  feen. 

S.  S.  E.  a ftrong  gale,  gloomy  and  overcaft,  fmall  rain  and  thick 
weather,  and  a great  fea;  faw  rock-weed  and  a reddifh  fpawn. 

N.  W.  hard  gales  and  a heavy  rain,  and  a very  confufed  fea;  paffed 
more  weed. 

South  ; light  airs  and  clear  weather. 

S.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  drizzling  rain,  ftrong  breezes  and  hard 
rain. 

E.  S.  E.  hard  gales,  much  rain  and  a heavy  fea  ; pafled  a large 
turtle,  large  flocks  of  birds  and  rock-weed;  clear,  and  extremely 
cold. 

Variable;  ftronggales  and  a large  fea. 

S.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  ftrong  gales,  with  fqtialls  of  rain  ; thick  and 
hazy,  and  a heavy  fea. 

Variable;  fqually  and  conftant  rain;  paflTcd  a piece  of  drift  wood. 

Eafterly  ; light  airs,  cloudy,  and  very  cold. 

Variable  ; light  breezes,  cloudy,  hard  gales,  with  fqtialls  of  fnow 
and  fleet,  and  extremely  cold;  paffed  a large  log  of  wood. 

W.  N.  W.  ftrong  gales,  fqually,  a high  fea  with  hail  and  fnow  ; 
flocks  of  birds  and  rock-weed  feen,  and  the  trunk  of  a large 
tree. 

W.  N.  W.  and  S.  by  E.  very  hard  gales  ; a hard  rain,  and  an  ex 
feeding  great  fea. 

W.  N.  W.  very  hard  gales,  with  rain,  and  an  immenfe  high  fea. 
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TABLE  II.  continued. 


Route  of  the  Felice/Ww  Samboingan  to  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  N.  W. 

Coast  of  America. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eafi. 

Time. 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks 


May 


Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Mn. 

6 

43 

35 

200 

*3 

7 

43 

5° 

204 

3 6 

8 

44 

33 

209 

36 

9 

45 

19 

204 

2 

0 

45 

46 

207 

45 

1 

46 

5 

212 

5 

2 

46 

44 

217 

1 

3 

47 

45 

219 

9 

4 

48 

10 

223 

22 

5 

48 

59 

226 

57 

6 

49 

28 

229 

22 

7 

49 

28 

22  3 

22 

8 

49 

28 

9 

49 

3° 

10 

49 

32 

230 

52 

1 1 

49 

35 

12 

49 

26 

— 

ir  * 

Deg.  Min. 


21  li 


21  1 8 


H{ 
— { 


S.  and  S.W.  by  W.  ftrong  gales,  fqually,  and  a great  hollow  fea, 

S.  W.  ftrong  gales,  fqually,  with  rain. 

S.  ftrong  gales,  hazy,  and  a heavy  fea. 

S.  S.  W.  ftrong  breezes,  foggy,  and  much  fea. 
f W.  N.  W.  fqually,  with  fhowers  of  rain  and  fleet ; pafTed  a fecond 
I fpar. 

IW.  N.  W.  and  S.  ftrong  breezes,  fleet  and  fmall  rain  ; moderate 
and  cloudy. 

{S.  S.  E.  ftrong  breezes,  with  rain  ; faw  a fmall  piece  of  drift  wood 
and  birds. 

E.  N.  E.  light  breezes,  fqually,  and  fome  rain 
S.  S.  W.  fqually,  thick  and  hazy,  with  rain. 

S.  S.  W.  frefh  breezes  and  foggy;  faw  a whale. 

W.  N.W.  cloudy,  fmall  rain,  frefh  breezes,  foggy;  faw  fea- fw  al- 
lows and  fheer-waters. 

W.  by  N.  fqually,  with  rain. 

W.  by  S.  fqually  with  fnow  and  hail;  faw  a fea-parrot  and  a 
piece  of  drift  wood. 

S.  Wefterly;  fqualls  of  fnow  and  hail. 

Variable;  fqually,  with  fnow  and  hail. 

S.  Wefterly;  very  heavy  fqualls,  with  fnow  and  hail;  faw  land 
E.  by  S.  t3  leagues. 

S.  E.  bv  E.  very  heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  and  much 
fea.  Nootka  Sound  N.  E.  12  leagues;  faw  a veflel  off  the 
Sound. 

f S.  by  E.  ftrong  gales,  fnow  and  hail.  Entered  Friendly  Cove,  in. 
1 King  George’s  Sound,  abreaft  the  village  of  Nootka. 
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TABLE  III. 


Route  o/  the  Felice  from  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  along  the  N.  W.  Coast  of 

America,  and  back  to  Nootka. 


'Time. 

1788.  ' 
June  1 1 
1 2 

*3 

20 

29 

3° 

July  1 

2 

o 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

20 

21 


22 

23 

24 

25 
Jug.  8 


9 

10 

24 


Latitude 

Longitude 

V ariat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eajl. 

.Dig.  Min. 

49  22 


4S  39 


47  46 
47  — 
47  1 

46  10 

45  12 

45  10 

46  34 

47  49 

48  45 

48  41 

48  45 

47  5° 

48  36 

49  40 

49  3^ 

49  2 5 


Dcp.  Min. 


2-35  34 


Dig.  M/n. 
21 


— { 


— { 

28  8 { 


16  10 


18  30 


— { 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


Variable;  light  winds  and  clear.  Breaker’s  Point  N.  W.  half  W. 
Half-way  Point  E.  3 leagues. 

S.Eafterly;  ftrong  gales,  heavy  rain  and  much  fea ; offfhore  6 leag. 

E.  Northerly  ; ftrong  gales,  thick  weather  and  conftant  rains;  en- 
tered Wicananilh  Port ; remained  till  the  20th;  weather  ftormy. 

In  Port  Cox,  where  we  remained  till  the  2Sth. 

W.  Northerly;  pleafant  and  moderate ; off  theiflandsof  Barclay 
Sound,  and  entered  the  ftraits  of  John  de  Fuca. 

Wefterly;  moderate  and  fine;  Cape  Flattery  S.  E.  half  E.  6 
leagues ; paffed  the  ifland  of  T atootche. 

S.  Wefterly;  ftrong  gales,  hazy  and  rain;  Cape  Flattery  N.  N.  W. 
off  the  ftiore  of  Queenhithe.  The  ifte  of  Deftrudtion  1 mile. 

S.  Wefterly;  heavy  rain  ; thick  fog;  heavy  fea.  Paffed  Saddle  Hill. 

S. Wefterly;  frefti  breezes,  conftant  rain,  thick  weather,  and  a 
great  fwell  from  the  Weft  ward. 

S.  W.  moderate,  clear  weather;  faw  Mount  Olympus. 

S.  E.  light  breezes,  clear  weather;  Mount  Olympus  N.N.E,  7 leag. 
Paffed  Low  Point  and  Shoal  Water  Bay,  and  Cape  Shoal  Water. 

Northerly;  ftrong  gales,  a great  fea.  Paffed  Cape  Difappointment, 
into  Deception  Bay,  and  hauled  out  again,  and  paffed  Qiiiek- 
fand  Bay,  Cape  Grenville,  and  Cape  Look-out. 

N. Wefterly;  ftrong  breezes  & cloudy.  C.  Look-outE.byS.i  2 lea. 

N.  Wefterly;  light  breezes,  fair. 

S.  Wefterly;  fqually,  with  rain. 

N.  Wefterly;  fqually,  with  rain.  Cape  Beal  N.  by  E.  10  leagues. 

Southerly;  light  breezes  and  pleafant.  Entered  Port  Effingham, 
where  we  remained  till  the  20th. 

S.  E.  light  breezes;  left  Port  Effingham. 

N.  Wefterly;  frefti  breezes;  Port  Effingham  N.  W.  by  N.  5 miles. 

W.  N.  W.  pleafant  breezes;  Breaker’s  Point  N.  W. ; the  Sugar 
Loaf,  or  Port  Cox,  W.  N.  W.  15  or  16  leagues. 

Variable ; light  breezes;  fmall  rain. 

S.Eafterly;  thick  and  hazy ; fmall  rain. 

S.Eafterly;  thick  and  foggy ; KingGcorge’sSoundE.N.E.filcag. 

Sailed  out  of  Friendly  Cove. 

E.  Southerly;  frefti  breezes;  thick  and  foggy.  Spoke  to  the 
Princefs  Royal  of  London,  Captain  Duncan. 

E.  by  S.  At  Port  Cox,  where  we  remained  till  the  20th. 

Returned  to  Nootka,  where  we  remained  till  the  23  d September. 


A 


N D 


X. 


TABLE  IV. 


Route  of  the  Felice  from  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  to  the  Sandtviqk 

Islands. 


Time. 


Latitude  { Longitude 

R oriat. 

North.  ] Eaf. 
) 

Eaf. 

Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


8. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

23 

47 

33 

24 

45 

3° 

Z3I  27 

2 5 

43 

44 

228  31 

26 

42 

2 

225  l6 

27 

40 

1 

222  52 

28 

33 

42 

221  48 

29 

1 

£ 

37 

48 

220  39 

36 

23 

219  — 

3 

35 

12 

2l8  30 

4 

34 

25{ 

218:7  per  Ac- 
221  39  perOb. 

5 

33 

53 

220  49 

6 

31 

44 

220  32 

7 

29 

36 

2l8  22 

8 

28 

1 

217  23 

9 

26 

40 

217  18 

10 

26 

9 

217  46  30 

1 1 

24 

5° 

2l6  30  40 

12 

22 

41 

214  34 

J3 

20 

54 

212  12 

14 

20 

15 

209  42 

i5 

20 

6 

209  20 

16 

20 

XI 

207  44 

*7 

20 

*3 

IS 

Deg.  Min. 


20  I 6 


I 2 


12 


IO 


{Northerly;  a frefh  breeze  ; failed  out  of  Friendly  Cove  ; a frefh 
gale,  with  much  fea.  Breaker’s  Point  E.  S.  E.  Entrance  of 
Friendly  Cove  N.  half  Weft. 

N.  Wefterly;  frefh  breezes. 

N.  by  W.  pleafant  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  Wefterly,  pleafant  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  W.  and  N.  N.  E.  moderate  breezes  : fqually  with  fmall  rain. 
N.  N.  E.  light  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  flying  fqualls  of  rain. 
Variable ; light  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  light  flying  fqualls  of  rain. 
Variable;  light  airs  ; frequent  fqualls,  with  fmall  ra  n. 

Variable  ; frequent  fqualls  and  cloudy. 

Variable  ; frequent  fqualls,  with  heavy  rain. 


9 55 
9 ^ 

9 — ■ 
9 22 

_!J5 

8 36 


N.  Eafterly;  light  breezs  and  clear. 

Variable;  light  airs  and  clear. 

Variable  ; ftrong  gales,  fqually,  with  much  fea. 

N.  Wefterly;  frequent  fqualls;  fliowers  of  rain,  and  much  fea. 
N.  by  W.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear. 

S.  Wefterly;  pleafant  breezes  and  clear. 

Variable  ; light  airs  and  clear. 

' N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  light  airs,  the  breeze  iflcreafmg:  a Iarg« 
fwell  from  the  N.  E. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  trade-wind  and  clear  weather, 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  trade  and  cloudy. 

E.  by  N.  pleafant  trade  and  cloudy. 

E.  by  N.  light  trade  and  dear. 

E.  byN.  light  trade  and  clear,  intermixed  with  fqualls. 

Variable  ; fqually,  with  heavy  rain,  and  hazy.  Saw  land  frone 
E.  S.  E.  to  W.  N.  W.  diftant  6 leagues. 

In  Toe-yah-yah  Bayr,  at  the  ifland  ofOwhvhee, 
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TABLE  V. 


Route  of  the  Felice  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  from  thence  to  Cum \. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Lcno'itude 

Eaji. 

^3 

oc 

cc 

Deg. 

Mm.  1 

Deg.  Min. 

October  19 

20 

36 

20 

20 

46 

21 

21 

11 

22 

21 

3* 

23 

21 

55 

— 

24 

21 

59 

25 

21 

56 



26 

21 

56 

27 

21 

50 

199  45 

28 

23 

5 

196  44 

29 

23 

28 

193  42 

3° 

23 

41 

lgo  40 

3* 1 

24 

3 

187  45 

Nov.  1 

20 

6 

185  15 

2 

23 

47 

182  18 

3 

23 

33 

182  50 

4 

22 

52 

179  55 

5 

22 

24 

177  2 

6 

21 

4s 

171  o5 

7 

! 21 

48 

168  9 

8 

21 

48 

164  50 

9 

21 

49 

166  54 

10 

21 

• 42 

163  15 

1 1 

21 

33 

i55  5 1 

1 2 

21 

25 

153  10 

13 

21 

10 

15°  37 

21 

10 

Variat. 

Eaji. 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 


{S.  W.  and  N.  E.  at  fun-rife  extremes  of  Mowee  bore  from 
W.  N.  W.  toE.  N.  E.  diflant  3 miles. 

{N.E.  and  variable;  light  airs  and  fine;  hot  and  fultry.  Off 
Mowee. 

{Variable;  light  airs  and  fultry.  Morotoi  fromN.  W.  by  W.  to 
the  Ifiand  of  Ranai,  W.  by  N.  4 miles.  At  noon  Morotoi  E. 
10  leagues. 

Variable;  pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  Palfed  Woahoo. 
f N.  Eaflerly ; light  breezes.  At  noon  Atooi  fromE.  by  S.  to 
l W.  by  N,  Oneeheow  W.  by  N.  10  leagues. 

N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  fqually.  At  Wymoa  Bay. 
f N.  E.  ftrong  gales.  Steering  for  Oneeheow,  where  we  arrived  a j 

l about  6 o’clock  in  the  evening. 

E.  N.  E.  moderate  and  fair.  At  Oneeheow. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  fair.  Left  the  Ifland  of  Oneeheow, 

N.  E.  frefh  trade  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  pleafant  trade,  and  feme  fmall  rain. 

N.  Eaflerly;  pleafant  trade,  with  feme  fqualls  and  fmall  rain. 

{N.  Eaflerly  ; fqually,  with  feme  rain  at  noon  ; pleafant  trade  and 
fair.  Many  birds  about  the  fhip. 

{E.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  fqually  with  rain.  Several  birds  about  the 
fhip. 

Variable  ; fqually  with  hard  rain ; at  noon  pleafant  trade  and  fair. 

{E.  S.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  pleafant  trade  and  fair;  at  noon  fqually 
with  rain. 

E.  N.  E.  fqually,  with  frequent  fhowersof  rain  ; at  noon  pleafant 
breeze  and  fair. 

E.  N.  E.  fqually,  with  hard  fhowers  of  rain;  at  noon  pleafant 
trade. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  trade  and  pleafant ; the  night  fqually  with  rain ; at 
noon  fine  and  pleafant. 

E.  N.  E. — N.  E.  and  E.  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  trade  and  fqually,  with  rain. 

E.  by  S. — E.  andE.  N.  E.  pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

E.  by  S.  and  E.  N.  E.  frefh  trade  and  pleafant. 

N.  E.  nearly  ; frefh  breezes  and  fqually. 

E.  N.  E.  light  breezes;  hot  and  fultry. 

E.  N.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  light  breezes  and  clear  weather, 

E.  S.  E.  and  E,  by  N.  light  breezes  and  fair. 


A P P E 
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TABLE  V.  continued. 


Route  of  the  Felice  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  from  thence  to  China. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

1788. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min 

Nov.  15 

20 

48 

I46  3 

16 

21 

4 

146  54 

17 

21 

10 

142  l8 

18 

2 I 

42 

I39  28 

23 

3 

*39  3 

r 

13918  perAc 

20 

21 

2i 

145  53perOb. 

22 

20 

40 

141  20 

23 

20 

13 

1 39  20 

24 

20 

2 

137  0 

25 

20 

S8 

136  0 

26 

20 

40 

133  51 

27 

21 

2 

130  54 

28 

21 

27 

127  46 

29 

22 

2 8 

I24  54 

30 

21 

49 

122  20 

Dec.  1 

22  id  per  Ac. 

I 21  20 

2 

21 

38 

IJ9  55 

3 

22 

7 

117  22 

4 

5 


Variat. 

Eaji. 

Deg.  Min. 

6 16 
5 57 
5 39 


13  36 
3 38 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Between  E.by  S.  and  E.  by  N.  light  trade  and  fine  weather. 

E.  light  breezes;  hot  and  fultry. 

E.  light  breezes  and  clear  ; at  times  cloudy. 

Variable  ; ft  long  gales,  with  a great  fea. 

S.  Wefterly  ; ftrong  gales,  with  much  rain. 

From  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  W.  light  breezes  and  cloudy. 

From  N.  W.  to  E.  by  S.  fqually,  with  frequent  (bowers. 

N.  E.  light  airs,  rain,  much  lightning,  and  a large  fwell  from 
the  N.  E. 

Variable  from  E.  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  fqually,  with  rain. 

S.  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  fqually;  with  rain. 

Variable;  light  breezes. 

N.  E.  light  breezes ; heavy  fqualls  of  rain,  with  a heavy  fwell 
from  the  N.  E. 

N.  E.  frefh  gales  and  cloudy,  with  fmall  rain, 

N.  E.  frefli  gales  ; fqually  with  rain. 

N.  Eafterlv,  pleafant  breezes  and  cloudy. 

E.  by  N.  ftrong  gales  and  fqually,  with  rain  at  times. 

N.  Eafterly  ; light  breezes;  conftant  rain,  and  very  thick  weather. 
Saw  feveral  land  birds. 

N.  E.  dark  cloudy  weather;  hard  fqualls,  and  conftant  rain,  with 
a great  fea.  Saw  Botol  Tobago  Xima. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  gales;  fqually;  fwell  of  the  fea  decreafing. 

Saw  the  Coaft  of  China- 
Anchored  in  the  roads  of  Macao. 


TABLE  VI. 


I 
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D I X.  _ 


TABLE  VI. 

Route  of  the  Tphigenia  from  Sambo  ing  an  to  Cook’s  River,  on  the  N.W.Co  ast  ^"America. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North* 

Eaji. 

Eaji . 

Time. 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


1788. 
Teb.  2.2 

23 

2 f 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

March  1 


Z)r»'.  A/in  Deg.  Min 


6 57 


6 41 

6 2 1 

5 58 

6 9 

6 5 

5 54 
5 35 

4 i>8 


Deg. Min. 


123  38 

124  33 

126  21 


31 

1 26  4 

O 

126  49 

49 

127  21 

20 

1 28  9 

45 

129  7 

35 

129  48 

10 

13°  34 

5 

131  4 

[ 


15  w 

o w 


Moderate  breezes  and  fair;  at  night  fonie  rain.  Left  Samboin- 
gan  ; Ifland  of  Baffelan  from  S.E.  by  E.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  ; San- 
ta  Cruz  E.  S.  E.  half  S.  and  another  ifland  E.  S.  E.  being  in 
^ mid  channel  ; feveral  other  iflands  in  fight  to  the  S.  E. 
r N.  Weflerly  ; light  breezes  ; fair  weather.  Baffelan,  at  noon. 
| bore  from  W.  S.  W.  to  W.  N.  W.  10  league  s 
/■  Light  airs  and  calms.  At  noon  the  Eaftend  of  Bafilan  N.W.byW. 
"1  and  an  ifland  S.  W.  half  W.  20  leagues. 
r Variable ; light  airs.  At  fun-fet  Bafilan  bore  N.  W,  and  an  ifland 
{_  N.  N.  W.  halfW.  23  leagues. 

r Light  airs  and  calms.  An  ifland  from  N.  N.  W.  to  E.  by  N.  6 or 
L 7 leagues, 

r Light  breezes  and  fultry,  hot  weather.  Land  from  N.  to  E.  off 
\ fliore  3 or  4 leagues. 

r S.  Weflerly”;  moderate  breezes  with  calms.  At  noon  Maginda* 
| nao  from  N.  W.  halfW.  to  E.  half  N.  off  fliore  3 leagues, 
f Light  airs  and  calms.  At  noon  Magindanao  bore  from  N.W.  byW, 
[ to  S.  E.  by  E.  off  fliore  4 or  5 leagues. 

f N.  E.  moderate  breezes  with  fqualls,  and  a heavy  rain-.  At  day- 
I light  3 iflands  in  fight,  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.N.  E.  E.  S.  E.. 

^ and  S.E.  by  E.  6 leagues.  At  noon  Morotay'S.  by  E.  the 

Southernmoft  of  the  Kabuangs  S.  S.  W,  halfW.  5 or  6 leagues. 
N,  Eaflerly;  moderate  breezes  with  fqualls  of  rain.  At  fun-fet 
faw  8 or  1 o iflands,  with  dangerous  breakers,  from  S.  S.  E. 
to  N.  by  W.  diftant  from  the  body  of  them  2 miles.  At  noon 
the  ifland  we  faw  yeflerday  bore  W.  N.  W.  9 leagues. 

Light  breezes  and  fair  weather. 

f Variable;  light  winds;  cloudy  with  fqualls  of  rain.  At  noon 

I took  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  an  ifland,  which  was  called 

| Morotay;  it  lies  in  20  jS'N.  and  1270  33'E.  by  a number 
^ of  obfervations. 

I Variable;  frefh  breezes;  cloudy  and  fqually.  Saw  land  at  fun- 
rife,  bearing  S.  8 or  9 leagues. 

North  ; a fleady  breeze. 

N.  Eaflerly  ; pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

N.  Eaflerly;  pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

{Ditto  wind  and  weather.  At  3 P.  M.faw  a finall  iflanJ  bracing 
E,  half  N;  diftant  10  or  12  leagues. 
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TABLE  VI.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  Samboing  an  to  Cook’s  River,  on  the  N.W.  Coast  of  America. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Taft. 

Eaji. 

Time. 


Winch , Weather,  and  Remarks. 


I 788. 

Min. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg. 

March  i o 

3 

IO 

*3* 

I 

1 1 

2 

39 

132 

*5 

12 

>33 

2 1 

J3 

2 

14 

i34 

41 

14 

1 

56 

i35 

26 

15 

1 

44 

i35 

40 

16 

2 

0 

136 

4^ 

^co 

*7 

2 

7 

*37 

25 

18 

2 

18 

13'7 

56 

J9 

2 

46 

138 

24 

20 

2 

46 

138 

57 

21 

2 

41 

139 

43 

22 

2 

34 

140 

1 

23 

140  40 

1 35  *4  by  Ob. 

24 

2 

29 

140 

40 

25 

141 

0 

26 

3 

7 

141 

8 

27 

3 

23 

14 1 

28  . 

28 

n 

O 

33 

136 

25 

29 

3 

53 

136 

28 

30 

4 

26 

I36 

28 

31 

136 

4 

April  1 

6 

7 

135 

34 

2 

7 

25 

*34 

36 

3 

8 

20 

4 

9 

3° 

J33 

25 

5 

10 

47 

132 

43 

6 

1 1 

53 

132 

49 

7 

12 

49 

132 

5l 

Min.  Deg. 


i 37  w. 


{ 


4 6E  perAm. 

6 52  E.perAz 

2 32  perAmp.  J 

3 46E.perAm, 


2 45  E. 


30  E.pe:  Az. 


3 38 


6 2Q 


N.  Eaftcrly  ; pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  Off  the  illand  we  fcolt 
yefterday,  which  was  called;  Johnlton’s.Ifiand,  itlies  m30  1 1 ' N, 
ar.d  1 3 1 " 12'  E. 

N,  Eafterly  ; moderate  breezes  and  cloudy. 

Northerly  ; frelh  breezes  and  fqually. 

N.  E.  frelh  breezes  and  cloudy. 

Variable  ; light  airs. 

Light  airs  and  calm  ; cloudy  with  rain. 

E.  moderate  breezes  and  cloudy. 

Variable ; light  breezes  and  fair. 

From  N.  N.  W.  to  N.  E.  light  airs  and  Calm0 
N.  W.  light  winds. 

W.  S.  W.  light  airs  with  calms,  and  feme  rain. 

Moderate  breeze;  cloudy  with  rain. 

Variable  to  N.  W.  by  W.  fqually  with  rain. 

N.  andN.  N.  E.  frequent  fqualls. 

Calm  ; hot  and  fultry. 

Variable  ; light  airs  with  hard  rain. 

Variable,  with  light  airs  and  calms,  and  fome  rain. 

Variable  ; light  winds,  fqually  with  rain, 

N„  E.  calms,  with  light  winds. 

N.  N W.  toN.  E.  light  airs,  calms,  with  fqualls  of  rain, 

N.  E.  moderate  breeze  with  fqualls  of  rain. 

N.  E.  to  E.  N,  E.  fqually  and  cloudy,  with  rain. 

Squally  with  (howers  of  rain. 

N,.  E.  frelh  breezes , with  fqualls  and  heavy  rain; 
f A fine  breeze  with  clear  weather.  At  day-light  faw  two  low- 
j illands  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  7 or  8 leagues,  which  were 
; named  Good  Look  out  Illands.  At  noon  they  bore  W.  S.  W, 
half  S.  3 ora  leagues. 

( N.  E.  remarkably  clear,  and  a fmooth  fea.  Near  a dangerous 
r reef  of  rocks,  which  firetched  as  far  as  Moore’s  Ifiand.  Among  11 
I the  Pelew  illands 
A frelh  breeze  with  fqualls  of  rain, 

N.  Eafierly,  moderate  breezes  whh  fair  weather, 

N.  Ealterly  ; hazy . 
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TABLE  VI.  continued. 


Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  Samboingan,  to  Cook’s  River,  on  the  N.  W.  Coast 

of  America. 


“Time. 

Latitude  j 
North,  j 

Longitude 

Eafl. 

1788. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

April  8 

13 

5° 

I32  27 

9 

14 

51 

I32  9 

10 

15 

26 

131  58 

1 1 

1 6 

27 

131  l8 

12 

17 

33 

131  12 

*3 

18 

3° 

130  4I 

14 

*9 

25 

130  6 

15 

20 

27 

130  11 

16 

129  20 

M 

21 

46 

129  28 

18 

22 

40 

129  28I 

19 

22 

57 

130  9 

20 

24 

6 

129  53 

21 

25 

28 

i3°  57 

22 

26 

42 

132  3 

23 

27 

15 

i33  32 

24 

27 

9 

*34  25 

25 

27 

41 

x34  54{ 

26 

28 

53 

135  i53o 

27 

29 

29 

1 3 7 2 

28 

29 

47 

138  24 

29 

30 

0 

139  12 

3° 

3° 

21 

i4I  J3 

May  1 

3° 

19 

' M3  30 

2 

30 

50 

144  17 

3 

31 

26 

145  24 

4 

M7  35 

TVinds , TVeather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 


1 54 


2 30 


2 o 


I 3 per  Az. 

1 12  per  Am. 

1 5 per  Am. 


18  per  Az. 
22  per  Am. 


3 43  per  Az. 


Moderate  and  cloudy  with  rain, 

E.  N.  E.  pleafant  weather. 

N.  E.  light  breezes,  fair  weather  with  a heavy  fwell. 

E.  N.  E.  a fteady  breeze. 

A moderate  breeze  and  fair  weather. 

N.  andE.  light  winds. 

N.  and  E.  a frefh  breeze,  with  fqualls  of  rain  and  a heavy  fea. 
Pleafant  weather. 

Light  winds  with  rain.  A number  of  boobies  flying  about  the  ftiip. 
f Variable  and  light  winds  j a freth  breeze  at  N.E.  Several  birds 
l about  the  /hip. 

} Light  winds  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  moderate  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  and  E a frefh  breeze.  A fmallland  bird  about  the  (hip. 

Frefh  Eafterly  breezes  and  hazy. 

S.  a Heady  breeze. 

W.  S.  W.  to  N.  by  E.  a fine  breeze;  fqually  at  times. 

Northerly ; pleafant  weather, 
t 

J-  E.  N.  E.  pleafant  weather.  Pafled  a great  quantity  of  fea- weed. 
S.  E.  moderate  and  fair. 

Moderate  and  hazy.  Saw  a great  quantity  of  land-birds  and  weed. 

{Eafterly;  frefh  breezes;  hazy,  with  fome  rain.  Several  fwallows 
flying  about  the  fhip,  and  a linnet,  which  had  remained  with 
us  fome  days. 

[ S.  W.  moderate  breezes  and  hazy.  A number  of  birds  about  the 

l toip- 

r Eafterly ; frefh  breezes  and  hazy.  A number  of  land-birds,  tro- 
[ pic-birds,  and  boobies  flying  about  the  ftiip,  and  fea-weed  feen. 
J Eafterly;  frefh  breezes  and  hazy.  A number  of  birds  of  diflfer- 
[ ent  fpecies  flying  about  the  fhip. 

r Light  winds.  A number  of  birds  ‘■dill  about  the  fhip,  and  quanti- 
\ ties  of  fea-weed. 

f S.  W.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear ; at  times  calm.  A number  of 
l birds  as  ufual. 

Firft  part  clear  weather;  middle  and  latter  frefh  gales,  and  thick 
hazy  weather.  A great  number  of  barnacles  about  the  ftiip. 
Palfed  a half  cufk  ftigar  tub. 
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TABLE  VI.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  Samboingan  to  Cook’s  River,  on  the  N.W.  Coast  of  America. 


1 Latitude 

Longitude 

V arial. 

North. 

Eaft. 

Eaji. 

Tit 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


1788. 
May  5 

6 
' 7 
8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

H 

*5 

16 

*17 

18 


20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 
2 5 

26 

27 

28 

29 


3i 

June  1 

2 

3 
,4 


I DeS- 

Min. 

32 

28 

3 2 

1 1 

32 

51 

33 

36 

— 

— 

35 

38 

35 

5 

36 

J5 

37 

29 

33 

7 

39 

4 

41 

34 

42 

27 

43 

46 

45 

10 

47 

25 

48 

41 

5° 

26 

SO 

29 

53 

- 0 

5° 

51 

49 

54 

32 

Deg.  Min 

149  2 

150  34 
150  28 

150  38 

151  29 

152  6 
154  41 
156  19 
160  30 

162  18 

163  44 
l65  35 

165  49 
168  14 

i7°  57 

1 72  56 
174  26 

177  3 

173  51 

178  51 


Deg.  Min. 


I8l 

183 

135 


3 

5 

*3 


187  23 

1 S 8 2 

188  26 
190  19 

193  32 
1 97  23 
20 1 7 

232  29 


- f 


9 8 per  Am. 


- { 


S.  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  and  a heavy  gale.  PatTed  a quantity  of  fea- 
weed,  and  a number  of  birds  about  the  (hip. 

Northward  ; ftrong'  breezes,  clear  weather. 

Northerly;  ftrong gales  in  fqualls. 

Light  breezes  and  dear  pleafant  weather.  Saw  a fnake  and  two 
curlews. 

Light  winds  and  hazy.  Saw  feveral  pair  of  wild  ducks. 

E.  and  S.  frelh  breeze  and  hazy. 

S.  andE.  ftrong  gales  with  heavy  fqualls. 

Northward;  moderate  clear  weather. 

Ditto. 

Moderate  and  fair. 

S.  S.  E.  frefti  breeze  and  cloudy. 

S.  W.  frefti  breeze  and  hazy. 

W.  by  S.  moderate,  cloudy. 

S.  E.  blowing  hard;  thick  weather,  rain. 

S.  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  ftrong  gales,  hard  fqualls,  a heavy  fwell.  Pafled 
a number  of  (hags. 

S.  W.  hard  gales. 

S.  W.  and  S.  E.  moderate,  frefti  gales. 

S.  E.  and  N.W.  frefti  gales,  heavy  fqualls,  rain.  At  9 A.  M. 
paflfed  a 'argc  tree. 

N.  W.  toS.  W.  moderate;  a heavy,  tumbling  fea. 

N.  E.  thick  rainy  weather. 

N.  W.  frefti  breeze  with  rain. 

N.  W.  frefti  gales,  fair  weather. 


Eafterly  ; frefti  breezes,  hazy,  rain, 
f N.  E.  by  E.  a frefti  breeze,  fqually.  A number  of  different  birds 
1 dying  about,  and  fettling  on  the  water. 

{N.  E.  moderate  and  hazy.  At  4 A.  M.  faw  the  Illandof  Amluck, 
bearing  N.byE.  diftance  about  24  leagues.  At  noon  clear) 
faw  the  land,  bearing  N.  N.  E.  diftanc  20  or  23  leagues. 

N.  Wefterly;  light  winds  and  calms. 

Firft  part  moderate  and  clear;  latter,  frefti  breezes  and  cloudy. 
Wefterly;  a fteady  breeze,  hazy  weather. 

Wefterly;  a fteady  breeze,  hazy  weather, 
r Wefterly;  a moderate  breeze  till  midnight,  afterwards  a moderate 
| breeze  fromE.  S.  E. 

d 
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TABLE  VI.  continued. 

]R.oute  of  the  Ip  HI  GEN  i A from  Sambo  ing  an  to  Cook’s  RiveRjOk  the  N.W.Co  ast  «/Americ  a.. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

V ariat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

"Time. 


Winds , Weather,  and  Remarks. 


1788. 

June  5 

6 


20 

11 

22 

*3 

14 

15 

26 


Deg.M:>i. 

56  29 


56  26 


56  56 

56  48 

5 6 45 
56  59 


58  1 

59  41 


Deg.  Min. 

204  54 

206  12 

206  

205  36 

206  17 
20$  I 36 

2 05  5 

206  6j 

206  3 

206  40 

207  33 


Z)rg.  ikfiw. 


22  46  per  Az. 


{E.  Northerly ; a f re  fit  breeze;  at  noon  a hard  gale.  At  day- 
light faw  Trinity  lfland,  bearing  N.  N.  W.  diftant  7 or  8 leag. 

{The  gale  increafing.  At  8 P.  M.  the  extremities  of  the  land 
from  Cape  Trinity,  E.  N.  E.  to  N.  W by  W.  the  nearefl  land 
diftant  6 leagues.  At  6 A.  M.  Cape  Trinity  bore  N.  E.  about 
12  or  13  leagues. 

f The  gale  ftill  encreafing  to  an  Hurricane.  At  5 A.  M.  faw  land, 
the  extremities  bearingfrom  Point  Trinity  N.N.W.  to  W.S.W.. 
Two-headed  Point  W.  N.  W.  diftant  from  the  body  of  the  land 
1 2 or  1 4 leagues. 

("The  hurricane  ftill  continued,  with  a molt  dreadful  fea  ; the  wind 
| N.  Eafterly  but  variable;  about  5 A.  M.  the  gale  abated,  but 

S a dreadful  fea  continued.  Saw  Trinity  lfland  bearing  N.  W. 

^ diftant  5 or  6 leagues. 

f Eafterly;  light  breezes  and  fair  weather.  The  ifland  which  I 
L took  for  Trinity  Ifland  lies  off  the  mouth  of  a large  bay. 

{Moderate  and  hazy.  At  6 P.M.  faw  Cape  Hollings  in  570  12'N. 
latitude,  and  207 0 3'E.  longitude.  At  noon  the  extremes  of 
land  from  W.  N.  W.  to  E.by  S^the  Ifland  of  Kodiack  boreE. 
rS.  and  E.  at  noon  calm  ; about  5 P.  M.  a breeze  fprung  up.  At 
noon  Cook’s  1 rinity  Ifland  bore  E.  half  S.  the  extremities  of  the 
Continent  from  E.  N.  E half  E.  to  N.  half  W.  diftant  from  the 
^ neareft  land  7 leagues. 

TVariable  ; light  winds  and  pleafant.  At  8 P.  M.  the  extremities 
I of  I rinity  Ifland  bore  from  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  half  E.  the 


2451  per  Az 


23  16  per  Am."j  extremities  of  the  coaft  from  N.  by  W.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  diftant 
from  the  neareft  land  4 or  5 leagues 
CFirfl:  part  fair  weather  and  clear  ; latter  part  light  airs  and  calms. 

I At  noon  the  extremities  of  the  coaft  bore  from  S.  W.  to  Cape 
"5  GrevilleN.  N.  E.  Trinity  Ifland  S.W,  by  S.  diftant  10  leagues. 
Sent  the  jolly-boat  on  fliore. 

A light  breeze.  The.  jolly  boat  returned, 
f S.W.  a frefli  breeze  with  a fog.  At  5 A.  M.  faw  Cape  Greville 
<j  bearing  W.  9 leagues.  At  noon  Cape  Whitfunday  bore  W. 

| half  S.  and  the  extremities  to  the  land  from  the  Ifland  of  St.. 
Hermogcnes. 

f Southward ; a frefli  gale.  Palled  the  Barren  Iflands  into  Cook’s. 
L River,  where  we  remained  till  the  29th. 


A P P E N 

TABLE 


D I X. 


VII. 


Route  of  the  Iphigenta  from  Cook’s  River  to  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the 

N.  W.  Coast  of  America. 


’Time. 

Latitude  1 
Eorth.  1 

oc 

CO 

)eg.  Min. 

June  29 

3° 

• 

July  1 

2 

59  2 

3 

59  18 

4 

59  47 

5 

59  *7 

6 

59  3* * 5 6 * 

7 

60  c 

8 

60  23 

9 

14 

i5 

16 

59  53 

17 

59  58 

Longitude 

Eaft. 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 


Deg.  Min. 


2*3  35  ~ 


21 ! 


{Frefh  breeze;  hazy,  with  rain.  At  n A.  M.  the  Eafternmoft: 

of  the  Barren  Iflands  bore  S.  S.  E.  and  Cape  Elizabeth  N.N.E. 

5 leagues. 

r N.  Eaft  ward ; moderate  breeze;  hazy  and  rain.  At  io  A.  M. 

[ thellland  of  St.  Hermogenes  bore  S.  W.  diftant  ^ leagues, 
f Light  winds  and  calms.  At  8 A.  M.  the  body  of  the  Barren 
l Iflands  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  diftant  14  leagues, 
f N.  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes;  fqually  and  rain,  with  an 
*•  heavy  fwell. 

{Variable,  with  heavy  fqualls  and  calms.  At  5 A M.  wind  S.  E. 
with  moderate  weather.  Extremities  of  the  continent  from 
N.  N.  W.  toW.  by  S.  diftant  10  leagues. 

{N.  Eafterly;  with  fqualls  and  rain.  The  extremities  of  land  bore 
from  N.  E to  S.  W.  half  W.  off  fhore  4 leagues. 

{N.  Eafterly;  frefh  breezes;  fqually  and  rain.  At  noon  the  ex- 
tremities of  land  bore  from  N.  half  E.  to  W.  half  S.  diftant  10 
or  1 1 leagues. 

{Eafterly  breezes  and  fair  weather.  At  noon  the  extremities  of 
Montague  Iflandbore  from  N.  by  E.  toN.  by  W. 

{N.  Eafterly;  frefh  breezes  and  fair.  At  noon  furrounded  with 
land,  except  towards  the  paffage  by  which  we  entered,  which 
boreS. 

r E.  S.  E.  light  breezes.  Pafled  between  Montague  I Hand  and  the 
| Green  ; Hands. 

{Light  winds,  with  clear  weather.  At  anchor  in  Snug  Corner 
Cove,  where  we  remained  till  the  14th. 

Light  airs  and  hazy. 

{Weftward;  a i ght  breeze;  at  noon  calm  and  cloudy.  Cape  Hin- 
chinbroke  bore  S.  S.  E.  and  the  N.  E.  end  of  Montague  ifland 
S.  diftant  , or  4 leagues. 

{E.  N.  E.  th  ck  and  cloudy  weather.  At  noon  the  extremes  of 
Montague  Ifland  bore  from  S.  W.  half  W.  to  Vs  . by  N.  Cape 
Hinchinbroke  N.  W.  by  W . 8 or  g leagues. 

E.  moderate  breeze  and  dear.  At  noon  the  extremities  of  the 
land  bore  from  W.  N.  W.  to.  N.  E.  by  N.  The  bedy  of  Mon- 
's tague  Ifland  W.  N.  W,  diftant  from  the  main  land  5 or  6, 
| leagues. 


A P 
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TABLE  VII.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  Cook’s  River  to  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the 

N.W.  Coast  of  America. 


Time. 


Latitude  Longitude  Variat. 
North.  I Eaf.  . Eaf. 

) I 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


1788. 

Deg. 

Mm. 

Deg.  Min. 

CO 

Vi 

59 

52 

214 

2 

*9 

59 

57 

21  S 

5* 1 

I 

2°  I 

59 

57 

2l6 

H 

21 

59 

1 8 

2l6 

23 

22 

59 

5 

217 

10 

23 

59 

27 

2 >5‘ 

38 

24 

59 

14 

2l6 

47 

25 

59 

0 

2l6 

3° 

26 

59 

5 

2l6 

18 

27 

59 

9 

2I7 

J3 

28 

59 

23 

217 

54 

29 

59  26  per  Ac 

2 I 9 

20 

3° 

59 

27 

2 I 9 

42 

3i 

59 

41 

2 » 9 

47 

Jug.  1 

59  10  per  Ac 

2 1 9 

33 

2 

59 

16 

22 

1 1 

Deg.  Min. 


- { 


fN,  and  E.  light  winds  and  calm.  At  4 P.  M.  Kay’s  Ifland  bore 
I N.  E.  half  E.  diftant  13  or  14  leagues.  At  noon  the  S.  end  of 
ditto  bore  N.  E.  by  E.  half  E.  diftant  xo  leagues;  the  extremes 
^ of  the  continent  fromN.  N.  E-  half  E.  to  W.  by  N. 

{Variable;  at  times  a light  breeze,  at  others  heavy  fqualls  with 
rain.  At  midnight  palled  the  S.  end  of  Kaye’s  Itland.  At 
noon  Cape  Suckling  bore  W.  by  N.  diftant  3 or  4 leagues, 
f S.  and  E.  light  breezes ; at  3 P.  M.  E.  N.  E.  heavy  fqualls,  with 
! rain.  At  noon  the  body  of  Kaye’s  Ifland  bore  S.  W.  the  ex- 

"h  tremities  of  the  continent  from  Cape  Suckling  W.  by  S.  toN.  E. 

^ halfE.  diftant  S leagues. 

N.  E.  hazy  weather.  No  land  in  fight. 

{Frefli  gales,  with  rain.  At  3 P.  M.  blowing  very'  hard.  At  7 
a heavy  fea,  with  the  gale  increafing  from  the  N.  E.  and  ex- 
tremely cold. 

j E.  and  E.  by  N.  frefli  breezes.  At  1 1 P.  M.  it  blowed  very  hard 
l and  a heavy  fea. 

C E.  N.  E.  cloudy  and  hazy  weather.  About  3 A.  M.  the  wind 
| fliifted  to  tlie  N.  ftrong gales,  heavy  fqualls,  and  thick  weather. 

At  1 P.  M.  faw  Kaye’s  Ifland,  the  S.  end  bearing  N.W.  by  N. 
^ diftant  1 o leagues. 

N.  E.  ftrong  gales,  with  heavy  fqualls. 

N.  E.  light  airs  with  calms.  In  the  morning  the  wind  S.  W. 
thick  hazy  weather  and  rain, 
r S.  E.  light  airs.  At  10  P.  M.  wind  N E.  and  to  E.  At  5 A.M. 
| Southward  and  Eaftward.  At  noon  light  winds  from  E.  S E. 
r Light  airs  and  calm.  At  6 A.  M.  faw  land,  the  extremities  from 

i N.  N.  E.  half  E.  to  N.  W,  diftant  oft  ftiorc  about  14  leagues, 
r Southward  and  Weftward  ; a light  breeze.  Steering  in  for  the 
land  to  the  Northward  of  Bcering’s  Bay 
Variable,  with  light  airs.  At  noon  calm  and  hazy. 

Weftward  ; a light  breeze.  Sent  the  long-boat  on  fliorc. 

N.  E.  blew  ftrong,  with  heavy  rain.  Hoifted  in  the  long-boat. 

S.  E.  At  fun-rife  E.  and  E.  by  N.  At  noon  light  winds;  tlie  ex- 
tremities of  tlie  land  from  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E,  diftant  from  fltore 
10  leagues. 


A P P E N D X X. 


TABLE  VII.  continued. 


Route  of  ffoIpHiGENiA,/r(3?M  Cook’s  River  to  Nootka  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  tht 

N.  W.  Coast  of  America. 


'Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

CO 

CO 

Deg.  Aim. 

dug.  3 

59  10 

4 

59  1 

5 

58  10  per  Ac. 

6 

58  2 

7 

57  38 

8 

£715  per  Ac. 

9 

56  i9{ 

10 

55  21 

11 

12 

J3 

H 

54  43 

Longitude 

Eaji: 


Variat. 

Eaji. 


Deg.  Alin. 


Deg.  Alin. 


221  27 


221  33 
233  K 

223  26 

224  15 


224  3 

22;  7 per  Ac. 
224  50  per  Ob. 

225  57 


V 


J 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Calm  at  noon.  At  3 P.  M.  a light  breeze  from  the  N.  Weft- 
ward.  Saw  Mount  St.  Elias  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  about  20 
leagues.  Sent  the  jolly-boat  for  a very  large  bird  onthewater. 
At  6 A.  M.  faw  a fmoak ; ordered  the  jolly-boat  to  proceed 
within  a mile  of  the  fhore,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  appearance  of 
inhabitants,  and  dropped  anchor.  The  boat  returned. 

The  place  where  the  fhip  lay  called  Tianna’s  Roads. 

W.  S.  W.  pleafant  weather;  at  noon  cloudy.  The  extremities  of 
the  land  from  W.  S.W.  to  S.  E.  half  E.  Cape  Fair  Weather 
N E.  by  N.and  Crofs  Cape  S.E.  by  E.  diftant  from  the  neareft 
land  4 miles. 

Light  breeze  from  the  S.  W.  cloudy.  Saw  iflands  of  ice  in  running 
in  for  Crofs  Sound. 

Moderate  and  fair.  In  the  afternoon  running  along  the  Ihore 
to  the  Eaftward  ; the  extremities  of  the  land  from  W.  S.  W.  to 
S.  E-  by  S.  off  fhore  3 or  4 miles. 

N.  W.  moderate  weather.  At  2 P;  M.  faw  the  appearance  of  a 
large  bay.  At  noon  hazy.  The  bay  we  left  in  the  evening  bearing 
N.  N.  E.  off  fhore  2 leagues. 

Weftward ; a frelh  breeze  and  fair  weather.  At  noon  Mount 
Edgecombe  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  'half  W.  and  the  extremities  of 
the  land  frem  N.W.  half  W.  to  E.S.E.  diftant  off  fhore  4 miles. 

Weftward  ; a brifk  gale.  At  2 P,  M.  faw  the  appearance  of  a bay 
bearing  N.  N.  E.  At  noon  the  extremities  of  the  land  bore  from 
N.  N W.  half  W.  to  E.S.E.  diftant  about  8 or  9 leagues. 

Northward  and  Weftward  ; a brifk  gale.  At  3 P.  M.  faw  Cape 
Adamfon,  which  lies  in  550  28'  N.  and  226°  4'Eaft;  and 
Cape  Barnett,  which  is  in  55 0 39'  N.  and  22 .6°  4'  E,  At  an= 
chor  in  Sea  Otter  Harbour. 


227  37 


Hazy,  with  rain.  Cutting  wood  and  watering. 
f Exploring  the  head  of  the  ftraits.  At  8 P.  M.  fleered  through  the 

I mouth  of  the  ftraits  ; Cape  Barnet  bearing  S.W,  by  W.  half  W; 

and  Cape  Adamfon  S.  by  W.  halfW.  At  noon  Cape  Adam- 
| foil  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  and  Cape  Barnett  N.  W,  Faffed  an 

j ifland  which  was  named  Douglas  Ifiand,  lying  in.54°3g'N. 

and  226°  43'  E. 

~ W,  a fteady  breeze;  clear  weather.  At  1 A.  M.  a ftiff  gale- 
thick  foggy  weather.  At  9 A.  M.  Douglas  Ifland  bore  W. 
j by  N.  half  N.  At  noon  land  bore  from  E.  by  N.  to  N.  W» 
^ by  N.  Off  fhore  4 leagues. 


e 


APPENDIX. 

TABLE  VII.  continued. 

■Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  Cook’s  River  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the 

N.W.  Coast  of  America. 


'Time. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

V ariat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks . 


1788. 

Deg.  Min, 

A?*1 5 

54  51 

21 

54  6 

22 

53  55 

23 

— 

24 

5 1 46  perAc, 

25 

26 

49  42 

Deg.  Min. 


227  54 


228  4 


229  30 


230  2 1 


232  38 


Deg,  Min. 


17  43  per  Az.  < 
17  59  per  Am. 


N.  W.  firft  part  a brilk  gale.  At  3 P.  M.  dropt  anchor  in  Port 
Meares.  Latitude  of  the  (hips  at  anchor  540  5 1 'and  by  fevcral 
obfervations  of  the  fun  and  moon  the  longitude  was  2270  54'. 
Remained  in  Meares’s  Bay  till  the  2 1 (t. 

At  3 P.  M.  weighed  anchor  and  flood  to  fea,  at  S.  E.  with  a 
frefh  breeze  from  the  Wellward.  At  noon  the  extremes  of 
land  bore  from  E.  by  N.  half  N.  to  W.  by  S. 

Wellward  ; a Heady  breeze.  At  8 P.  M.  failed  round  a low  point 
of  land,  which  was  named  Point  Rofs,  lying  in  54"  18'  N.  la- 
titude, and  in  228s  39'  E.  longitude.  At  9 P.  M.  dropt  an- 
chor 3 or  4 miles  from  the  ifland;  the  extremes  of  which  bore 
from  N.  by  W.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  half  E.  At  6 A.  M.  w eighed 
anchor.  At  noon  light  winds,  calm,  and  clear;  the  extremes 
of  the  ifland  bore  from  N.  N.  W.  to  S.  half  E.  diftant  8 or  9 
leagues;  the  continent  from  E.  by  S.  to  N.  N.  E.  diftant  9 
leagues. 

Variable;  light  winds.  At  9 A.  M.  by  5 obferved  diltances  of 
the  fun  and  moon,  the  longitude  was  23.00  16'E.  the  extremes 
of  the  continent  bore  from  N.W.  by  N.  half  N.  to  E.  by  S. 

N.  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  At  midnight  a thick  fog,  with  rain. 

Weftward  ; thick  and  foggy.  At  noon  winds,  with  a thick  fog. 

Light  winds.  At  8 P.  M.  wind  fhifted  to  W.  andclear  weather. 
At  fun-rife  law  land,  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.  diftant  10  leagues. 
At  10  A.  M.  wind  N.  W.  and  encreafed  to  a ftronggalc.  At 
half  paft  9 A.  M.  got  feveral  ditlancesof  the  fun  and  moon, 
which  made  the  longitude  232"  38 'E.  At  noon  a ftrong  gale, 
(leering  E.  N.  E. 

N.  W.  a ftrong  gale.  At  7 A.  M.  Captain  Meares  came  off  in  a 
canoe,  with  fome  of  the  natives,  and  piloted  11s  into  Friendly 
Cove,  where  we  remained  till  the  27  th  October. 


TABLE 


A P P . E N 


D I X, 


TABLE  VIII. 


Route  of  the  Iphigenia  and  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  Nootk  a,  or  Kinc  George’s 

Sound,  to  the  Sandwich-Islands. 


1 Time . 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

V oriat. 
Eaji. 

1788. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min 

Deg.  Min 

Oct.  27 

28 

49  3 

232  26 

29 

43  1 3 

231  28 

3° 

47  39 

23°  J3 

31 

4-5  38 

229  28 



Nov.  1 

45  50  per  Ac. 

229  36 

2 

46  8 

229  48 

3 

45  8 

228  44 

— 

4 

44  23  per  Ac. 

229  4 

— 

5 

43  51 

229  33 

— 

6 

42  51 

23°  34 

7 

4l  57 

231  1 

8 

40  51 

229  50 

9 

40  6 

228  50 

— 

10 

39  2 9 

227  45 

— 

1 1 

38  49 

226  51 

15  2 per  Am 

12 

37  55 

225  37 

13 

36  50 

222  32 

— 

14 

35  22 

220  35 

*5 

33  51  per  Ac. 

218  42 

— 

16 

33  15 

217  38 

— 

17 

32  46 

216  39 



{ 

1 

{ 


{ 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


Eaftward  ; a light  breeze.  At  noon  made  a fignal  for  the  N.  W. 
America  to  get  under  way.  We  were  towed  out  of  Friendly 
Cove,  to  proceed  on  our  way  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

E.andN.  E.  by  E.  At  4 P.  M.  fqually,  with  hail.  Mod  of  the 
night  winds  light  and  variable.  In  the  morning  wind  S.  E. 
with  fqualls  of  hail  and  rain. 

Eaftward;  ftrong  gales  and  fqualls.  At  7 A.  M.  a heavy  fea. 

E.S.E.  m )derate  wind,  with  a heavy  fwell.  At  3 P.  M.  wind  S. 
At  6 A.  M.  wind  N.  Weftward.  At  noon  N.  W.  a fteady 
gale. 

N.  W.  frefti  gales  and  cloudy.  At  1 1 A.  M.  wind  S.  E. 

Southward;  ftrong  ga'es.  At  2 A.  M.  heavy  fqualls. 

W.  S.  W.  ftrong  gales.  At  9 A.  M.  wind  S.  E.  and  moderate 
weather. 

S.  E.  moderate  weather.  At  8 P.  M.  wind  N.  W.  with  a fine 
fteady  breeze. 

S.  W.  by  W.  cloudy.  At  8 P.  M.  wind  S.  and  fqually.  At  10 
wind  W.  S.  W.  ; afterwards  variable. 

W.  ftrong  gales,  and  violent  fqualls. 

S.  W.  ftrong  gales,  and  heavy  fqualls. 

S.  W.  moderate  and  fair.  At  6 A.  M.  wind  S.  At  8 windS.W. 

Variable;  light  winds,  with  rain.  At  10  P.  M.  wind  Northward; 
frelh  gales  and  clear  weather. 

N.  W.  moderate  and  fair.  At  midnight  wind  S.  W. 

S.  E.  light  winds  and  pleafant  weather. 

S.  E.  to  N.  E.  pleafant. 

N.  and  Eaftward;  moderate  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  a fteady  breeze.  At  S P.  M.  got  feveral  diftances  of  the  ftar 
Aldebaran,  and  the  moon,  which  made  the  ftiip  in  224®  25'  E. 

Eaftward  ; frefti  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  flying  fqualls  of  rain. 

Eaftward ; frefh  breezes  and  fqually. 

From  S.  E.  to  S.  W.  and  N.E.  Firft  and  latter  parts  frefti  breezes 
and  cloudy ; middle  part  light  winds,  and  flying  fliowers  of 
rain. 

' N.  E.  toW.  moderate  and  cloudy.  At  9 P.  M.  fqually.  At  S 
A.  M.  calm.  At  1 1 A.  M.  a light  breeze  from  the  South- 
ward. 


APPENDIX. 
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Route  of  the  Iphigeni  a WN,  W.  America  Schooner,  /rcwNooTK  A,  or  King  George’s 

Sound,  to  the  Sandwich-Islands, 


Tv. 


ime. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eajl. 

1788. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Nov.  18 

31 

41 

21 5 

8 

19 

30 

25 

213 

39 

10 

29 

24 

213 

9 

21 

29 

6 

212 

18 

22 

28 

4i 

210 

42 

a3 

28 

26 

209 

40 

24 

28 

28 

209 

21 

25 

27 

56 

210 

3 

26 

27 

37 

209 

23 

27 

26 

36 

CO 

O 

04 

20 

28 

25 

38 

207 

12 

29 

24 

57 

206 

10 

3° 

2 5 

17 

207 

3° 

Dec,  1 

2 5 

13 

CO 

0 

c* 

48{ 

2 

25 

0 

208 

28 

3 

24 

21 

208 

16 

4 

22 

57 

207 

36 

5 

21 

59 

205 

3b 

ii2i  per  Am. 
n 20  per  Am. 


{ 


8 20  per  Az.  -i 
o 24  per  Am.  J 


9 54  per  Az. 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Southward  ; light  winds,  with  rain.  At  midnight  variable,  with 
heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain.  At  2 A.  M.  wind  N.  N.W.  a 
f re  ill  gale,  with  lightning.  At  noon  fair. 

Northward  ; a fteady  breeze  and  cloudy. 

Southward  and  E aft  ward ; moderate  and  cloudy. 

S.  S.  E.  pleafant. 

S.  S.  E.  moderate  and  fair; 

S.  S.  E.  frefh  breezes  ; fqually,  with  rain.  Saw  feveral  gulls 
and  a grampus. 

S.  Baft  ward;  frefh  gales;  fqually,  with  rain.  At  8.  A.M.  wind 
S.  S.  W. 

S.  W.  frefh,  with  fqualls.  In  the  morning  moderate  and  calm. 
A number  of  boobies  flying  about  the  fliip. 

Southward;  moderate  and  fair.  In  the  morning  wind  S.  E. 
and  fqually. 

S.  E.  moderate  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  and  S.  E.  by  S.  frefh  breezes  and  fqually. 

Wind  and  weather  as  yeflerday. 

S.  S.  E.  and  5.  by  E.  At  midnight  it  blew  a frefh  gale. 

S.  and  S.  by  E.  moderate  and  cloudy. 

Southward ; light  winds  and  cloudy. 

S.  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  light  winds,  and  pleafant  weather. 

E.  and  E.  S.  E.  frefh  breezes. 

E.  S.  E.  frefh  breezes. 

Frefh  gales  and  cloudy.  At  midnight  rain.  At  1 A.  M.  fqually. 
At  day-light  faw  Owhyhee,  the  W.  end  bearing  S.  S.  W.  three 
quarters  W.  diflant  9 or  10  leagues.  Mowee  W.  diftant  7 
leagues.  At  1 o A.  M,  off  the  ifland  oft'  Mowee. 


table 


END 
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TABLE  IX. 


Route  of  the  Iphigenia  end  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich-Islands. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

EaJl. 

EaJl. 

Deg.  Min . 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Time. 


Winds , Weather,  and  Remarks. 


1788. 
Dec.  7 


9 

10 

20 

21 


22 


23 

24 

25 

26 


20  21 

19  44 

19  35 


20  36 


27  20  48 


28 


{Variable;  light  winds  and  rain.  At  noon  light  winds.  The  ex- 
tremes of  Owhyhee  from  S.  E.  by  E.  to  W.  S.  W.  diftant  off 
fli ore  3 leagues. 

r Variable  ; light  winds,  with  cloudy  weather.  A great  number  of 
1_  canoes  came  off  from  Toe-yah-yah  Bay. 

{Light  winds  off  the  land.  At  2 A.  M.  a heavy  rain,  with 
thunder  and  lightning.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee 
bore  from  S.  S.  E.  to  N.  by  E,  Off  fhore  4 miles, 
j Light  winds.  Off  Owhyhee.  At  2 A.  M.  dropt  anchorin  Ka- 
[ rakakooa-bay,  where  we  remained  till  the  20th. 

{Light  breezes  from  the  land.  Weighed  anchor  and  flood  for  an 
offing,  when  a heavy  fquall  came  on  from  the  Weftward;  af- 
terwards moderate  weather. 

~S.  W,  moderate  and  fair  weather.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of 
Owhyhee  bore  S.  E.  by  S.  to  N.  N.  E.  3 or  4 leagues.  At 
. noon  a frefli  gale  at  S.  W.  Mowee  bore  S.  E.  half  E.  to  N. W. 

I by  N. ; the  body  of  Tahoorowa  S.  W.  half  S.  ; Morokenne 

I W.S.W. ; Ranai  W.  half  S,  ; and  Morotoi  W.  N.  W.  half  N. 
L diftant  from  Mowee  4 miles. 

Southward;  a frefli  gale.  Stood  for  the  W.  end  of  Mowee. 
Dropt  anchor  in  5 fathoms  and  a half.  The  extremes  of  Mowee 
,/  bore  S.  E.  by  E.  toW.  half  S.  off  Ihore  2 miles;  Morokenne 
j S.  E.  1 quarters,;  [the  body  of  Tahoorowa  S.  by  E.  and 
Ranai  W.  by  S. 

Variable ; with  fqualls  of  rain.  Receiving  water  on  board  the  ffn'p 
Variable;  light  airs  and  calm.  Receiving  ditto. 

Calm.  At  4 P.  M.  light  breeze  from  the  land.  Receiving  ditto 
r Variable  ; light  airs.  Weighed  anchor.  At  noon  light  winds, 
4 Mowee  bore  W,  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.  Off  fhore  4 or  5 miles. 

{Calm;  light  airs.  At  noon  in  mid- channel,  between  Mowee  and 
Ranai. 

S.  E.  a frefh  breeze.  At  3 P.  M.  made  fail.  At  fun-fet  the 
extremes  of  Mowee  bore  E.  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E. ; the  body  of 
Tahoorowa  S.  E, ; Morotoi  N.  E.  by  E.  to  N.  W.  by  W.;  Ra- 
nai S.  1 quarter  W.  to  W.  by  N.  Diftant  from  Ranai  2 miles, 
^ ftanding  between  Ranai  and  Morotoi.  At  8 A.  M.  a heavy 
gale.  Woahoo  bore  N.  by  W.  toW.  by  N.  off  fhore  4 leagues. 
At  noon  heavy  rain,  with  thunder  and  lightning',  and  violenj 
fqualls  of  wind  from  the  Southward. 
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TABLE  IX.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigeni  a and  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich-Island?. 


‘Time. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Fariat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

liajt. 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


1788. 

Dec.  29 

30 


3i 

1789. 
fan.  1 

2 

3 

12 


13 

H 

*5 


16 


*5 


Deg.  Min. 

21  14 

21  22 


Deg.  Min. 


21  23 


Deg.  Min, 


— { 


(Moderate.  At  6 P.  M.  Body  of  Woahoo  N.  N.  W, ; Morotoi 
E.  N.  E.  Off  a fine  bay  on  the  N.  fide  of  Morotoi,  where  we 
had  8,  7,  6,  and  5 fathoms,  1 mile  off  fhore. 

“ Moderate  weather.  Made  fail  for  Woahoo.  At  fun-fet  the  ex- 
tremes of  Woahoo  bore  W.  by  S.  to  W.N.W. ; Morotoi  S.  E. 

\half  E.  to  E.  half  N.  At  8 A.M.  fpoke  with  Captain  Funter. 
At  9 A.  M.  failed  for  Woahoo.  At  nooa  Woahoo  bore  W. 
to  N.  W.  by  N.  2 miles  ; Morotoi  E.  S.  E. 

(Moderate  and  fair.  Working  round  the  S.  E.  fide  of  Woahoo. 
At  midnight  a fironggale.  At  day-light  Woahoo  boreN.byW. 
to  W.  by  N. off  fhore  4 miles.  At  9 A.M.  clofe  in  with  the  fhore. 
r Southward  and  Weftward  ; frefh  breezes,  with  rain.  At  4 A.M. 
I wind  Eafhvard,  and  clear,  moderate  weather.  At  noon  dropt 
> anchor  3 miles  from  a village,  and  about  2 from  a bay,  which 
the  natives  call  Witetee  Bay,  on  the  S.  E.  fide  of  Woahoo. 
InWitetee  Bay. 

In  ditto,  where  we  remained  till  theioth,  when  Captain  Funter 
joined  us,  and  we  both  continued  till  the  1 ith. 

{Southerly  ; cloudy,  with  rain.  At  4 P.  M.  we  both  weighed,  and 
flood  off  between  Morotoi  and  Woahoo.  At  noon  Morotoi 
bore  E.  half  N.  to  S.  W.  half  W.  off  fhore  4 miles. 

{The  gale  continued  till  8 P.  1VL  when  the.  wind  fluffed  to  the 
Northward,  and  brought  moderate  weather,  with  heavy  rain. 
At  noon  dropt  anchor  in  Witetee  Bay. 

In  ditto. 

p Wind  from  the  land  ; very  heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain.  Stood 
I out  to  fea.  At  1 in  the  morning  in  mid-channel,,  between 
'x  Morotoi  and  Woahoo.  At  fun -rife  the  body  of  Morotoi  bore 
N.  N.  E.  and  Ranai  E. 

r At  fun-rife  the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  half  W. 
to  W.  by  S.  off  fhore  4 or  5 leagues.  At  noon  faw  the 
fchooner,  W.  half  S.  diflant  4 miles.  Kept  off  and  on  the 
Ifland  of  Woahoo  till  the  25th,  during  which  time  the  an- 
chors  were  cut  away. 

, S.  W.  at  4 P.  M.  with  an  appearance  of  a gale  from  that  quarter. 
I At  5 P.  M.  weighed  and  flood  out  of  Witetee  Bay.  At  day- 

j light  dill  within  the  point.  The  extremes  of  Woahoo  E.  by  S. 

V.  to  N.  W.  by  W.  off  fhore  4 miles. 
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TABLE  IX.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  and  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands, 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

1789. 

Deg.  Min. 

fan.  26 

27 

28 

21  30. 

2 9 

Feb.  19 

20 

2L 

2.2 

23 

20  51 

26 

I9  56 

27 

| 

28 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 


Deg.  Min. 


< 


r Light  airs  and  calms.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  land  bore  E,  by  S, 
\ to  N.  half  W,  Off  Ihore  3 miles. 

{S.  E.  a breeze.  At  2 P.  M.  Atooi  bore  W.  by  N.  half  N.  At 
day-light  it  bore  W.  by  N.  to  N.  W,  by  N.  half  N.  5 or  6 
leagues.  At  noon  cloudy.  The  S.E.  point  of  Atooi  bore 
W.  by  N.  4 or  5 leagues. 

f Variable  ; fqually  with  rain.  At  noon  Atooi  bore  N.  E.  by  E. 
I half  E.  to  N.  W.  half  Oneeheow  W.  half  S. 
f Moderate  and  fair.  Dropt  anchor  in  Wymoa  Bay  at  noon,  where 
L we  remained  till  the  18  th  of  February. 

f A light  breeze.  At  2 P.  M.  got  under  way.  At  fun-fet  Wy- 
moa Bay  bore  N.  E.  During  the  night  the  wind  was  variable, 
with  light  airs.  At  noon  the  N,  W.  end  of  Oneeheow  bore 
W.  diftant  1 mile. 

r N.  Weftward  ; frefh  breezes,  with  heavy  fqualls.  At  noon  the 
< high  bluff  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  Oneeheow  bore  W.  diftant 
l 6 or  7 miles. 

N.  W.  ftrong  gales.  At  1 1 P.  M.  heavy  fqualls.  At  8 A.M. 
more  moderate.  At  9 fpoke  with  the  fchooner.  At  noon  Atoof 
bore  N.  E.  by  N.  to  N.  by  W,  diftant  7 leagues, 
r Light  gales.  At  4 P.  M.  a frefh  gale  from  the  N.  N.  W.  In  the 
•!  morning  the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from  E.N.E.  to  N.N.E. 

I diftant  6 or  7 leagues.  Atnoon  palled  theW.  point  of  WiteteeBay, . 
f Variable;  light  winds.  At  7 P.  M,  dropped  anchor  in  Witetee 
l Bay,  where  we  ftaid  till  the  24th. 

f Weftward  ; a frefh  breeze.  At  fun-fet  got  under  way,  in  com- 
pany with  the  fchooner.  At  day-light  the  S.  W.  end  of  Ranai 
bore  E.  by  S.  ; body  of  Morotoi  N.  E.  ; Woahoo  N.  W.  dif- 
| tant  8 or  9 leagues.  At  neon  Ranai  bore  from  N.  by  E.  half  E. 
to  E.  byN.  half  N.  diftant  5 leagues. 

W.S.W.  firft  and  middle  part  a fine  breeze  ; the  latter  part  calm. 
At  day-light  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.  by  N. 
to  S.  E.  by  E.  di  ftant  7 or  S leagues, 
j-  Light  airs  and  calms.  At  fun-fetthebody  of  Mowee  bore  N.half  W. 

J At  noon  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  from  N.E.  byN.  toS.E.byE. 
t diftant  7 or  8 leagues 

j"  Light  airs  and  calms.  At  noon  Karakakooa  Bay  bore  S.  E..half  S3. 
L diftant  8 or  9 leagues. 


A 


N D 


TABLE  IX.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  aud  N..W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Ilands, 


'Time. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


17S9. 


March 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

*5 

16 

*7 


20 


20  31 


< 


P Variable  ; light  airs  and  calms  at  times.  At  fun-rife  Owhyhee 
I bore  from  N.  N.  E,  half  E.  to  S.  S.  E.  off  (hore  6 leagues.  At 


— i 

- { 

- f 

- ( 
— r 

= { 


noon  the  current  had  fet  us  to  the  Weftward,  about  10  leagues 
p from  the  Owhyhee  fhore, 

Firfl  part  light  airs  and  calm;  latter,  a pleafant  breeze,  and  clear 
weather.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  half  W.  to  S.E.  by  S. 
diflant  from  tire  fhore  2 leagues. 

At  4 P.  M.  dropt  anchor  in  TirowaBay,  where  we  remained  till 
the  9th.  The  latitude  of  the  (hip  at  anchor  was  1 9“  41 ' N. 

A breeze  off  land.  At  midnight  got  under  way  ; and  at  noon  the 
E.  end  of  Mowee  bore  N.  E.  by  E,  half  E. ; Tahoorowa  from 
N.  by  E.  to  N.  W.  half  N. 

A frefh  trade  wind.  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  by  E. 
to  N.  W.  half  W.  At  6 A.  M.  wind  variable  ; heavy  rain. 
At  1 1 dropt  anchor  off  Witetee  Bay. 

Light  airs  and  variable.  Off  ditto. 

Frefh  breezes,  with  cloudy  weather  and  rain.  At  1 A.  M.  made 
fail  for  Atooi.  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from  E.  by  N.  to 
N.  N.  W.  half  W.  diflant  3 leagues. 

N.  E,  a frefh  gale.  At  midnight  dropt  anchor  2 miles  E.  of  the 
anchoring  ground,  off  Atooi. 

Light  winds,  and  variable.  Off  Atooi. 

Wind  off  the  land.  At  5 P.  M.  got  under  way  for  Oneeheow. 
At  noon  the  extremes  of  Oneeheow  bore  from  N.  half  E.  to  S. 
Off  fhore  4 miles. 

Frefh  breezes  offiand.  Off  Oneeheow. 

Off  Oneeheow. 


TABLE 
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TABLE  X. 


Route  of  the  Iphigeni  a and  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  the  Sandwich-Islands,  U 

Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eafl. 

1789. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

March  18 

22 

3 1 

198  54 

19 

20 

23 

37 

197  16 

21 

24 

49 

197  16 

22 

26 

8 

197  1 6 

23 

27 

5 

196  51 

24 

27 

55 

196  7 

25 

28 

i96  37 

26 

29 

54 

197  49 

27 

31 

8 

199  34 

28 

31 

56 

200  27 

29 

32 

58 

200  58| 

3° 

33 

23 

20 1 19 

3i 

33 

41 

201  47 

April  1 

34 

31 

202  40 

2 

35 

21 

204  10 

n 

0 

36  9 per  Ac 

205  56 

4 

36 

19 

208  1 5 

5 

36 

10 

210  13 

6 

37 

14 

213  *3 

7 

38 

3l 

215  41 

8 

39 

56 

218  22 

9 

41  36  per  Ac 

I 220  13 

Variat. 

Eaji. 


JVinds,  IVeather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 

r N.  E.  At  fun-fet  made  fail ; the  extremes  of  Oneeheow  bore  from 
\ E-  half  N.  to  N.N.  E.  diftant  3 1 eagues. 

{Moderate  and  fair.  At  3 A.  M,  faw  land.  At  4 pretty  clofe up 
with  it.  At  day -light  this  ifland  or  rock,  which  bears  the 
form  of  a faddle,  was  named  Bird  Illand;  it  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  230  1'  N.  and  19S0  10'E. 

N.  N.  E.  pleafant  weather. 

8 34  per  Az.  Frelh  trade  winds,  with  fqualls  of  rain, 

Cloudy,  with  rain,  and  much  lightning. 

Pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

— — N.  N.  E.  a heady  trade  wind. 

{Moderate  and  cloudy  weather.  At  midnight  the  wind  drew  round 
to  E.  by  S. 

E.  moderate,  and  cloudy  weather. 

S.  E.  moderate,  and  hazy  weather. 

r E.  light  winds,  and  fair  weather.  Several  gulls  flying  about 
\ the  fliip. 

n 46  per  A z.  t Eaftward  ; light  winds  and  pleafant  weather. 

11  18  perAm.  1 

Light  airs  and  calms. 

r Variable;  light  winds.  At  10P.  M.  wind  N.  E.  A number 
~ ~ \ of  birds  flying  about  the  fhip. 

r N.  E.  moderate  and  cloudy  weather.  In  the  night,  wind  variable, 
with  fqualls  of  rain. 

Squally,  with  rain. 

{Firfl  and  middle  parts  moderate  and  cloudy.  Latter  part  wind 
S.  S.W.  a frefli  gale. 

j Weflward  ; a frefli  gale.  At  half  pafl  2 P.M.  got  feveral  fets  of  lu- 
[ nar  obfervations  ; by  their  medium  the  (hip  was  in  206°  4'  E. 

Northward;  flrong  gales  with  heavy  fqualls.  Numbers  of  birds 
3 flying  about.  Saw  fome  rock  w’eed. 

Northward  and  Weflward  ; flrong  gales,  with  heavy  fqualls. 

C Found  the  current  had  fet  us  20'  by  D.  R.  to  the  Northward  of 
1 our  latitude  by  obfervation. 

, Frefli  gales  and  fqually,  with  rain.  Thefe  24  hours  our  reckon- 
j ing  differed  20  miles  from  our  obfervation, 

S.  frefli  breezes  and  cloudy. 
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TABLE  X.  continued: 

Route  c/AIphigenia  aWN.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  the  Sand  wick-Islands 
»Nootka,  or  King  Gegrge’s  Sound. 


Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Raft. 

Variai. 

Eajl. 

1789. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Mm. 

Deg.  Min. 

April  10 

42  t6  per  Ac. 

222  3 

— { 

11 

41  42 

222  34 

— 

12 

4i  35 

223  59 

— 

J3 

43  0 

22  5 13 

14 

44  15 

226  42 

15 

46  5 per  Ac. 

228  6 

16 

47  53 

228  4 

| 

17 

49  7 

230  0 

17  4per  At. 

18 

49  44 

231  23 

— ! 

19 

49  37 

-{ 

20 

— — ■ 

f 

l 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Variable,  with  rainy,  hazy  weather.  At  10  A.  M,  wind  N.  with 
a heavy  gale. 

Strong  gales,  with  hazy  weather. 

W.  N.  W.  heavy  fqualls  At  5 A.  M.  a perfedt  hurricane. 

At  6 P.  M.  moderate. 

S.  Welbvard;  moderate  and  hazy. 

Firlt  part  light  winds.  Middle  and  latter,  a frefh  breeze,  with 
fog  and  rain. 

Strong  gales*  with  hazy  weather,  rain  and  hail.  At  7 A.  M.  got 
one  didance  of  the  fun  and  moon.  Longitude  228*  4'. 

S.  E.  moderate  and  hazy. 

Variable;  with  frequent  lhowers  of  hail.  Saw  the  Coad  of  Ame- 
rica, extending  from  N.  half  E.  to  E.  N.  E.  didant  20  leagues. 

Light  winds  and  variable,  with  cloudy  weather.  At  fun-fet  the 
extremes  of  land  bore  from  N.  W.  by  N.  to  E.  half  N.  didant 
10  leagues.  At  noon  calm  ; Land  from  N.  \V.  by  W.  to 
E.  half  S.;  the  entrance  of  Nootka  N.  7 5 "E.  didant  S leagues. 

At  1 1 A.  M.  dropt  anchor  in  Friendly  Cove,  where  we  were  de~ 
tained  till  the  id  of  June. 


A B L 


XI. 


Route  of  the  Iphigeni  a from  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  a fecond  lime,  to  tis, 

Sandwich  Islands. 


1789. 

June  1 


3 

4 


Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

50  42 

230  29 

5i  33 

229  37 

Deg.  Min 

r Northward.  At  fun-fet  Nootka  Sound  bore  N.  half  \V.  diflant- 
[ 7 or  8 leagues. 

r At  neon  thick  hazy  weather.  Nootka.  Sound  bore  N.  E.  half  E. 
diflant  14  leagues. 

S.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  hazy.  At  fun-fet  Woody  Point  bore  N . \V • 
agues;  and  the  Weflernmofl  of  Lance's  Illands 
5 leagues. 

S.  W.  light  winds,  fair  weather.  At  7 P.  M.  the  Wedernmod 

| of  Lance’s  I (land  bore  E.  by  S.  At  noon  Cape  St.  James  bore 

W.  by  N.  didant  16  or  17  leagues. 


L umam  w 

{S.  E.  frefh  breezes  ai 
by  N.  diflant  2 leaf 
N.  by  E.  didant  5 


A P P E 
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TABLE  XI.  continued. 


Route  of  the  Iphigeni  a from  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  a fecond  Time,  to  the 

Sandwich-Islands. 


Time. 


Latitude 

North. 


Longitude 

Eaf. 

Variat. 

Eaf. 

Deg.  Min, 

Deg.  Min. 

r 

228  27 

— { 

229  O 

{ 

229  15 

- { 

229  12 

1 

1 

L 

( 

l 

— r 

Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


1789. 

June  5 

6 

7 


so 

1,9 

20 

21 

22 


Deg.  Min. 


52  33  per  Ac. 


54  7 per  Ac. 


54  45 


54  46 


28  | <4 


226  39  1 — 


S.  W.  firft  part  fair  weather.  At  fun-fetthe  Southern  extremity 
of  Prince  William’s  Ifland  bore  W.  half  N.  12  leagues.  At 
fun-rife  the  extremes  of  Charlotte’s  Ifland  bore  from  W.  N.  W, 
to  W.  by  S.  diftant  2 leagues.  At  noon  thick  fog  and  rain. 

S.  E.  ftrong  gales,  thick  fog,  and  heavy  rain.  At  6 A.  M.  faw 
a number  of  fea-otters.  At  1 1 ditto  faw  a fmall  barren  ifland. 

S.  E.  frefh  breezes,  hazy.  At  3 P.  M.  out  of  fight  of  the ifland, 
and  furrounded  with  a number  of  fmall  iflets  and  rocks.  At 
noon  wind  S.  E. 

Moderate  and  fair.  At  6 P.  M.  dropped  anchor  abreaft  of  Fort 
Pitt,  in  54"  58' N. latitude  and  2290  43  longitude  E. ; Cape 
Farmer  in  540  35',  2290  16';  Cape  Murray  540  43',  228°  10 
Petrie’s  Ifland  54*  42',  2290  20';  and  Mount  St.  Lazaro 
in  540  52'  and  280°  56'  E. 

. W.  a thick  fog.  At  6 A.  M.  the  extremes  of  land  bore  from 
N.  E.  to  W.  S.  W. ; Queen  Charlotte’s  Ifles  from  S.  S.  E. 
to  S.  S.  W.  diftant  1 2 leagues.  At  noon  hazy.  Port  Meares 
bore  W.  by  N. 

loudy  and  rain.  At  7 P.M.  dropt  anchor  in  Haines’s  Cove  ; in 
latitude, 54°  57',  longitude  228°  3', where  we  ftaid  till  theigth. 
f S.  W.  cloudy,  hazy  weather.  At  half  paft  8 A M.  weighed  an- 
chor. At  noon  the  land  from  Cape  Murray  bore  from  N.  E. 
by  E.  to  a high  bluff  land  named  Cape  Irving,  which,  with  Cape 
Murray,  forms  the  entrance  of  Port  Meares.  Cape  Irving 
N.  W.  half  W. ; Cape  Irving  lies  in  540  49  'N.  and  227  1 43'E.; 
the  N.  W.  point  of  Q^_Charlotte's  Ifland  bore  S.  by  W.  halfW. 

12  or  13  leagues. 

S.  W.  moderate  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  Charlotte's  Ifland  bore 
from  N.  E.  half  N.  to  W.  by  N.  At  10  P.  M.  dropt  anchor 
off  M‘Intire’s  Bay,  which  lies  in  53’  58' N.  and  in  228’  6'£. 

S.  E.  moderate  and  cloudy.  At  7 A.  M.  weighed  anchor;  paf- 
fed  Cox’s  Channel,  between  Q^Charlotte’s  Ifland  and  an  iflan. 
off  the  N.  W.  end  of  it. 

Weftward  ; moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  Sent  forne  men  on  fhored 

{Moderate  and  cloudy.  At  6 A.  M.  weighed  and  flood  acrofs  the 
channel  of  Beal’s  Harbour,  At  1 o dropped  anchor  in  Beale's 
Harbour,  which  lies  in  540  jS'N.  and  in  227 0 6'  E.  where 
we  ftaid  till  the  27  th. 

N.  E.  light  winds.  At  4 P.  M.  made  fail,  and  fleered  through 
Cox’s  Channel.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  the  ifland  bore  from 
N.  N.  E.  toE.  S.  E.  half  E,  diftant  7 or  8 leagues, 


1 


l 


{ 
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TABLE  XI.  continued. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia/towz  Mootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  a fecond  Time,  tothe 

Sandwich  Islands.. 


Time. 


Latitude  Longitude 
North.  I Eaji. 


Lariat. 

Eaji. 


Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


1789. 
June  29 
3° 

July  1 

2 

o 

O 

4 

5 

6 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


19 


20 


28 


29 


Deg.  Min. 

53  16 


5* 

5i 

5o 

48 

48 

44 

42 

40 

08 

36 

34 

33 

31 

29 

27 

26 

24 

23 


26 

10 


43 

28 

35 

36 


40 

26 

5° 

7 

22 

26 

31 

2 

26 

16 


20  52 


/Jrg-.  Mi«. 

225  30 
2 25  46 

225  53 

22  C.  41 

225  54 
224  17 
222  50 
221  25 

220  8 


2I9  23 

2l8  12 

2 16  47 

215  23 
214  I 

216  36 

212  44 
209  II 

208  13 
207  10 


Deg.  Min. 


21  5 


S.  E.  light  winds,  with  hazy,  cloudy  weather.  At  fun-rife  Char- 
lotte’s Ifland  boar  N.  E.by  N.  diHant  17  or  iS  leagues. 

S.  S,  E.  to  S.W.  moderate  and  cloudy. 

Variable,  with  hazy,  rainy,  fqually  weather. 

S.  W.  frefh  breezes  and  hazy. 

S.  W.  hazy  weather.  Latter  part  fqually,  with  a frefh  breeze. 
Frefh  breeze,  with  a thick  fog.  Latter  part  clear. 

N.  N.  W.  a Heady  breeze,  with  fair  weather. 

Wind  and  weather  as  yefterday. 

N.  W.  frefh  breezes.  Part  a quantity  of  rock- weed.  Saw  feveral 
birds  on  the  wing,  of  the  plover  kind,  fome  whales,  and  a 
number  of  black  ducks. 

r S.  W.  and  W.  S.  W.  light  w'inds  and  cloudy  weather.  Saw 
large  quantities  of  rock-weed,  and  a number  of  birds. 

N.  W.  frefh  breezes,  and  fqually. 

Moderate  weather  and  cloudy  . 

N.  E.  a Heady  trade-wind,  and  cloudy. 

A Heady  trade-wind,  and  cloudy. 

Ditto. 

{A  Heady  breeze  end  clear.  In  the  morning  got  feveral  fets  of 
diHances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  the  mean  of  which  was  2120  5s'. 
Pleafant  trade  wind,  with  clear  weather. 

Light  winds  and  clear  weather. 

Ditto. 

r E.  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  light  winds.  At  half  pad  9 A.  M.  by  feve- 
\ ral  fets  of  obfervations,  the  longitude  was  206°  20'. 

{Moderate  breezes,  with  flying  fqualls  of  rain.  At  day-light 
Mowee  bore  S.W.  half  W.  diliant  23  leagues;  Owhyhee 
S.  W.  by  W.  *8  leagues  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee 
bore  from  S.  by  E.to  S.W.  diHant  16  leagues.  Mowee  W.  by  S. 

{Pleafant  breezes,  with  fair  weather.  At  fun-rife  the  extremes  of 
Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.  half  E.  off  fhore  1 
leagues;  where  we  flaid  till  the  27th. 

{Variable,  light  winds.  Middle  and  latter  part  frefh  trade.  At 
noon  the  extremes  of  Wordioo  bore  from  W.  bv  N.  to  N.N.W. 
diHant  4 or  5 leagues. 

E.  N.  E.  a Heady  breeze.  At  4 P M.  dropt  anchor  in  Witetee 
Bay,  in  which,  and  amongH  the  other  Sandwicli  1 (lands,  we 
flaid  till  the  12th  of  Augufl. 


A P P E N D I X, 


TABLE  XII. 

Route  of  the  Iphigenia  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  China. 


Time . 


Lutltude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

A orth. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks . 


17S9.  i 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Jug-  12 

21 

49 

195  21 

*3 

22 

6 

1 93  2 

14 

22 

16 

191  31 

15 

22 

19 

190  «8 

16 

21 

5 2 

18a  57 

*7 

21 

33 

187  30 

18 

21 

8 

00 

o, 

-p 

0 

19 

20 

44 

183  40 

20 

20 

21 

181  44 

21 

19 

33 

x8o  4 

22 

19 

41 

178  36 

23 

19 

28 

177  26 

24 

19 

32 

177  3 

25 

I9 

53 

U6  35 

26 

20 

26 

*75  38 

27 

21 

0 

J73  55 

28 

21 

2,1 

*72  15 

s9 

2 I 

35 

167  50 

3° 

21 

36 

166  31 

3l 

2.1 

44 

163  18. 

Sept.  1 

— 

164  41 

2 

21 

40 

163  36 

3 

21 

22 

162  4 

4 

21 

24 

160  12 

5 

21 

25 

138  6 

Dig,  Mitt. 


E.  N.  E.  a frefli  trade  wind. 

A fteady  trade  wind,  and  clear. 

Light  winds,  and  pleafant  weather. 

Ditto,  and  hot,  fultry  weather. 

Light  winds. 

Varying  from  S.  E.  to  N.  E, 

{Pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  At  midnight  lightning  all  round  the, 
compafs.  At  to  A.  M.  faw  the  appearance  of  land  in  the  S.  E, 
quarter  ; fhortly  after  faw  large  flocks  of  birds. 

Cloudy  lightning  as  Iaft  night.  In  the  morning  clear. 

A fteady  trade-wind.  In  the  night  heavy  ftiowers  of  rain. 

Pleafant  breezes,  and  fair,. 

Light  breezes,  and  fair. 

Light  airs,  with  hot,  fultry  weather. 

Ditto,  and  calms. 

Variable ; light  airs,  with  flying  ftiowers. 

Ditto,  with  calms,  and  light  airs. 

Pleafant  breezes,  and  fair. 

Moderate  breezes  ; hot  and  fultry. 

{Light  winds.  At  3 P.  M.  got  a fet  of  aftronoraical  obfervations, 
which  made  the  (hip  in  169*  of  longitude,  being  upwards 
of  30  a-head  of  account..  At  6 P.  M.  faw  numbers  of  birdsin. 
flocks. 

{Light  winds,,  and  clbudy.  In' the  morning  wind  S.  by  E.  with 
flying  fqualls  of  rain. 

S.  S.  E.  cloudy,  with  heavy  fhowers  of  rain. 

[7  Variable  ; light  winds.  At  7 P.  M.  obferved  the  diftance  of  the? 
I moon  from  the  (far  Antares,  weft  of  her ; which  made  the  fhip 
1 in  longitude  165°  12'.  At  the  fame  time  obferved  the  diltance 
of  the  ftar  Pegafus  from  the  moon’s  remote  limb,  E.  of  her,, 
which  made  the  (hip  in  longitude  1 65®  . o'  E. 
r,  Light  winds,  and  fair.  In  the  night  heavy  rain,  with  much 
"I  thunder  and  lightning. 

Squally,  with  thunder,  lightning,,  and  heavy  rain, 

{Heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  with  peals  of  thunder,  and  much* 
lightning.  At  10  A.  M.  faw  hundreds  of  birds  flying  about.- 
Frefli  breezes,  fqually,  and  cloudy. 

k 


N D I X. 


ZTime. 

1789. 

Sept . 6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


11 


is 


*3 

14 


*5 


16 

17 

18 

*9 

20 

21 
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TABLE  XII.  continued. 

1 ! ‘ _ v * 


Route  of  the  IpHiGENiA/rcwz  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  China, 


Latitude  j 
North. 

1 

Longitude 

Eaf. 

Variat . 
Eaji. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Mm. 

Deg.  Min. 

21  17 

156  18 

— { 

21  5 

*54  36 

f 

21  1 perAc, 

152  I7 

{ 

20  49 

150  2 

20  12 

147  13 

- { 

20  6 

146  8 

< 

20  12 

*43  53 

b 

-( 

20  6 

141  8 

20  l6 

138  26 

~~  f 

j 

1 *3 

21  2i  perAc. 

135  9 

a*  33 

*34  35 

23  19  per  Ac. 

133  57 

22  48 

i34  25 



21  47 

134  20 

21  32 

*34  3 

— { 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Firft  and  middle  part  fqually.  Latter,  a fteady  breeze  from 
the  S.  E. 

Variable  firfl:  part.  Middle  and  latter,  fqually,  with  rain. 

Frefh  breezes,  cloudv,  and  fqually.  At  4 F.  M.  faw  numbers 
of  men  of  war  birds,  and  thoufands  of  boobies. 

A frefh  trade  wind,  with  heavy  fqualls.  At  10  A.  M.  faw  a 
flock  of  geefe  to  the  Weftward.  Saw  likewife  a grampus. 

Eaftward  ; a fteady -trade-wind.  At  4 A.  M.  obferved  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  ftar  Aldebaran  from  the  moon’s  neareft  limb,  which 
made  the  fhip  in  longitude  1470  54'. 

Frefh  breezes,  and  clear.  At  midnight  faw  the  Volcano  Grande, 
bearing  S.W.  by  W.  diftant  8 or  9 leagues.  At  day-light  made 
fail  for  the  3 Iflands  of  Urac,  which  bore  W.  by  N.  diftant  t 
leagues.  At  1 o A.  M.  got  feveral  fets  of  lunar  obfervations, 
by  the  mean  of  wh  ich  the  fhip  was  in  1 46  ’ 8 ' longitude  : at 
which  time  the  body  of  the  3 iflands  bore  W.  half  N.  diftant 
2 leagues.  At  noon  the  centre  of  the  3 iflands  was  in  20"  19'N. 
latitude,  and  146°  2'E.  longitude;  and  theVolcano  in  190  50'N. 

■ and  in  146°  23'  E. 

Moderate  and  clear.  At  0 P.  M.  faw  a barren  rock,  which  we 
■ called  Guy’s  Rock;  it  lies  in  20°  30'N.  lat.  and  1450  32' E, 
longitude. 

Strong  gales,  fqually,  with  rain. 

S.  E.  ftrong  gales,  with  heavy  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain. 

S.  and  S.  S.  E.  frefh  gales  and  heavy  fqualls.  At  10  A.  M.  got 
feveral  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  by  the  means  of  which 
the  fhip  wasin  136°  13'E.  longitude.  At  half  paft  10  faw  a 
reef  of  rocks  under  our  lee,  extending  about  5 miles,  in  a 
W.  N.  W.  and  E.  S.  E.  direction  ; they  lie  in  20’  37'  N. 
latitude,  and  136°  10 ' E.  longitude,  and  are  extremely  dan- 
gerous. 

S.  W.  ftrong  gales,  with  rain. 

S.  W.  ftrong  gales,  and  heavy  fqualls. 

Wind  and  weather  as  yefterday. 

S.  W.  Firfl  part  fqually,  with  rain.  Middle  and  latter  part  clear. 

S.  W.  moderate  breezes. 

Light  winds  and  calms.  For  the  laft  24  hours  a number  of  land- 
bird*  about  the  fhip. 
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TABLE  XII.  continued. 


Route  of  the  Iphigeni  \from  the  Sandwich-Islands  to  China. 


Time. 

Latitude 
■ North. 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

1789. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Sept.  22 

21 

28 

I32  50 

2 3 

21 

3° 

131  27 

24 

21 

2g 

13°  5 49 

25 

21 

32 

129  l8 

26 

21 

25 

128  9 

27 

21 

12 

126  52 

28 

21 

24 

I25  12 

29 

22 

22 

122  23 

33 

21 

53 

.0(3.  1 

21 

49 

2 

21 

52 

— 

3 

No  obfervat. 

4 

/ 

5 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min. 


f Variable  ; a heavy  rain.  Middle  ,and  latter  parts  a fteady  breeze 
L from  the  Eaftward,., with  fair  weather. 

Squally,  with  rain. 

S.  S.  W,  light  winds,  and  pleafant. 

Ditto. 

/ Firfl  and  latter  parts  light  airs.  Middle,  a fine  breeze  from  tha 
L Eaftward, 

A moderate  breeze,  and  clear. 

N.  N.  E.  a fteady  breeze,  and  pleafant. 

{N.  N.  E.  a fteady  breeze  and  clear.  At  half  pad  7 P.  M.  by  a 
number  of  obfervations  of  the  ftar  Antares,  W.  of  the  moon, 
by  the  mean  of  which  the  (hip  was  in  1 24."  1 1 'E. latitude ; Botol 
Tobago  Xima  bearing  S.  750  W.  diftant  17  leagues. 

{Moderate,  and  clear  weather.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Formofa 
bore  from  W.  by  N.  half  N.  to  N.  W.  byN.  diftant  9 leagues  j 
Botol  Tobago  Xima  N.  E.  diftant  7 leagues. 

/■Pleafant  breezes,  and  fair.  At  fun-fet  Formofa  bore  from 
J N.  W.  by  N.  to  N.  by  E.  diftant  3 leagues  ; the  rocks  of  Vele 
Rete  S.  S.  W.  diftant  3 miles;  Botol  Tobago  Xima  E. by  N, 
half  N.  diftant  15  leagues. 

Light  breezes  and  fair. 

r Frefti  gales;  thick  hazy  weather,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
l hard  rain. 

{ Strong  gales  and  hard  fqualls.  At  1 1 A.  M.  got  fight  of  the 
Grand  Lenta,  bearing  N.  W.  diftant  3 leagues.  At  noon 
the  Grand  Lema  bore  W.  half  S.  diftant  3 leagues. 

{Frefh  gales;  thick  and  hazy  from  the  Eaftward.  At  $ P.  M. 
came  to  in  Macao  Road, 
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TABLE  XIII. 


Roote  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  /otNootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound  tothe 

Sankwich-Islands. 


Time. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eajl. 

Eaji. 

©o 

CO 

Deg.  Min. 

Oft.  27 

49 

3 6 

28 

49 

18 

29  1 

48 

24 

3° 

47 

43 

31 

46 

4 

Not.1.  1 

2 

46 

9 

3 

45 

6 

4 

5 

43 

48 

6 

42 

48 

7 

41 

57 

8 

40 

54 

9 

40 

7 

10 

39 

33 

1 1 

12 

*3 

36 

49 

*4 

35 

24 

15 

16 

— 

*7 

49 

18 

1 

1 

40 

*9 

j 30 

28 

20 

29 

30 

ai 

29 

3 

22 

28 

40 

*3 

28 

3° 

24 

28 

31 

*5 

28 

3 

^6 

27 

4» 

Deg.  Min. 


9 3° 


{ 

{ 


{ 

! 

{ 

{ 


{ 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remark r. 


E,  S.  E.  fqually,  with  rain  and  hail.  Left  Nootka  Sound. 

Ditto,  witli  hard  gales,  rain,  and  heavy  fea. 

S.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  fqually,  with  rain,  and  light  breezes. 

N.  Wellerly  ; fqually,  with  rain,  and  a high  fea. 

Variable;  fqually,  and  rain. 

S.  Eafterly;  ftrong  gales,  fqually,  with  rain. 

Wind  and  weather  as  yefterday. 

Variable;  light  breezes,  with  finall  rain. 

Variable;  frefh  breezes,  fqually,  and  fome  rain. 

S.  Wellerly;  fqually,  frefh  gales,  and  an  high  fea. 

S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  W.  cloudy,  with  drizzly  rain,  and  fqtralls. 
S.  Wellerly  ; moderate  breezes,  with  a heavy  fwell. 

S.  and  N.  W.  by  W.  light  airs,  cloudy,  and  a heavy  fea  ; frelh 
breezes  and  clear. 

From  W,  N.  W.  to  E.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear. 

E.  S.  E.  and  S.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  light  airs,  and  cloudy. 

S.  E.  and  N.  E.  light  breezes  and  fair;  pleafant  breezes  and 
cloudy. 

N.  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

N.E.  pleafant  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

E.  fqually,  with  rain. 

S.  E.  fqually,  with  rain. 

Variable;  fiefh  breezes,  thick  and  hazy,  with  hard  rain,  and. 
heavy  fwell. 

Variable;  moderate  breezes,  with  hard  rain,  and  a heavy  fwell; 
light  airs,  and  cloudy. 

From  S.  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  fqualls  and  rain  with  much  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  a high  fea. 

N.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  and  cloudy,  with  feme  rain.  Saw  atro. 

pic  bird,  a fea  pidgean,  and  Portugal  men  of  war. 

Variable  ; frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

S.  Eafterly;  pleafant  breezes,  and  fair. 

S.  S.  E.  and  ditto. 

S.  S.  E.  and  S.  E.byS.  frefh  breezes,  fqually,  and  rain 
S.  Wefterly;  frefh  breezes,  flrong  gales,  cloudy,  and  a heavy 
fea. 

S.  Weflerly;  fqually  with  rain,  pleafant  breezes^ 

S,  Eafterly  j frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 
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TABLE  XIII.  continued. 

Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  Nootka,  orKiNG  George’s  Sound  to  the 

Sandwich-Islands. 


'Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

-J 

CO 

00 

Deg.  Min. 

Nov.  2 7 

26  26 

28 

25  34 

29 

26  57 

30 

25  12 

Dec.  1 

25  8 

2 

25  0 

3 

24  1 8 

4 

23  2 

5 

21  32 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


At  the 


20 


*9  34 


Deg.  M n.  Deg.  Min, 


Sandwich 


Iflands. 


S,  Eafterly;  frefh  breezes,  with  fqualls  of  rain. 

S.  E.  and  S,  E.  by  E.  frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy, 
r S.  E.by  E.  and  S.  E.  by  S.  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  light* 
\ ning,  and  fqualls  of  rain. 

S.  S.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  a heavy  fea. 

Variable  ; frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy. 

S.  S.  E.  and  S.  by  E.  light  winds,  and  cloudy. 

Variable  and  S.  Fafterly  ; light  airs  and  cloudy. 

E.  S.  E.  pleafant  breezes,  and  clear. 

S.  Eafterly;  frefh  breezes,  and  fome  fqualls  of  rain. 

{E.  S.  E.  flrong  breezes  and  cloudy.  Mowee  bore  W.  S.  W.  dis- 
tant io  leagues;  Owhyhee  S.  E.  diftant  i 8 leagues 
f Light  breezes,  and  cloudy  ; off  Mowee.  At  fun-fet  Mowee  bore 
j from  S.  W.  by  W.  to  N.  W.  by  N ; Owhyhee  S.  E.  diftant 
io  leagues..  At  fun-rife  Mowee  bore  N.  W.  and  W.  by  N. 
diftant  4 or  5 leagues.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  S.  E.  and 
L W.  S.  W.  diftant  4 or  5 leagues. 

pLiglit  airs  ; hot  and  ful try.  At  fun-fet  Mowee  bore  from  N.  W. 

! byN.  to  W.  S.  W.  ; Owhyhee  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  diftant 
3 leagues.  At  day-light  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.; 
Mowee  N.  V/.  by  N.  to  W.  N,  W. ; Tahoorowa  W.  by  N. 
diftant  3 leagues.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  S.  half  E. 
to  N.E.  Off  Toe-yah-yah  Bay.  Mowee  bore  from  N.  by  W. 
to  N.  W.  by  N. 

r Squally,  with  rain,  and  much  thunder  and  lightning,  and  foggy, 
i At  fun  -fet  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  by  W.  diftanE 
3 leagues.  Standing  into  Karakakooa  Bay, 
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Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the 

Sandwich-Island 

‘Time. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

V ariat. 

North. 

Taft. 

Taft. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  'Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


1788. 


Dec.  10 


1 x 


21 


22 


»9  35 


20  39 


27 


20  50 


28 


< 


f Variable;  light  airs,  clear,  hot  and  fultry.  At  fun-fetOwhyhee 
bore  from  S.  half  W.  to  N.  W.  by  N.  diflant  2 leagues  ; 

^ Mo  wee  N.  W, ; Tahoorowa  N.  W.  by  W.  At  fun-rife 
Owhyhee  bore  from  S.  by  E.  to  N.  diflant  4 or  5 miles.  At 
noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  N.  E.  to  S.  by  S.  diflant  4 miles. 

{Light  breezes  and  fair.  In  Karakakooa  Bay,  where  we  remained 
till  the  20th.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  bore  from 
S.  by  E.  half  E.  to  N.  N.  W.  half  W. ; Karakakooa  Bay 
E.  by  S.  diflant  4 leagues. 

S.  fqualls  and  rain.  At  noon  the  extremities  of  Mowee  bore 
from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  oft'  fhore  3 leagues  ; the  ifland  of 
J Ranai  W,  N.  W.  to  W.  by  S. ; the  ifland  of  Morotoi  W.  diflant 

I 1 league  ; Tahoorowa  from  S.  S.W.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  diflant 

[_  3 leagues. 

Frefli  breeze  from  the  S.  and  W.  and  cloudy.  Came  to  an  an- 
chor off  the  ifland  of  Mowee,  1 league  from  fhore  ; the  extre- 
mities of  Ranai  bore  from  W.  by  N.  half  N.  to  S.  W.  by  W.; 
Morokenne  S.  E.  half  E. ; the  W.  point  of  Owhyhee  E.  half  S.; 
the  ifland  of  Tahoorowa  from  S.  to  S.  E.  by  S. ; the  ifland  of 
Mowee  from  S.  E.  by  S.  half  E.  to  W.  N.  W.  We  remained 
at  anchor  till  the  26th. 

S.  W.  light  airs  and  calms.  At  fun-fet  the  ifland  of  Mowee 
bore  from  E.  by  S.  to  N.  W.  halt  W.  10  leagues  ; Ranai 
from  W.  byS.  to  W.  N.W.  diflant  4 leagues ; the  extremities  of 
Tahoorowa  S.  and  S.  E,  diflant  5 leagues.  ; Owhyhee  from 
S.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  diflant  15  leagues.  At  noon  Mowee  bore  from 
E.  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  by  W.  diflant  3 leagues  ; Morotoi  N.  W.  ; 
the  extremes  of  Ranai  from  W.  N.  W.  to  W.  by  S.  diflant  4 
leagues  ; the  extremes  of  Tahoorowa  from  S by  W to  S.  S.  E. 
diflant  7 leagues  ; the  body  ot  the  rock  Morokenne,  S.E.  by  S. 
diflant  8 leagues. 

S.  E. — S.  and  W.  S.  W.  frefli  breezes,  cloudy,  with  fqualls  and 
rain,  thunder  and  lightning.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Mowee 
bore  from  E.  S.  E.  half  E.  to  N;  by  E.  diflant  4 leagues; 
the  body  of  Morotoi  N.  W.  by  N.  diflant  5 leagues;  Ranai 
S.  by  W.  and  W.  N W.  diflant  4 miles;  Tahoorowa  from 
S.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  diflant  9 leagues  ; Owhyhee  juft  light, 
S.  E.  by  S.  diflant  20  leagues.  At  fun-rife  the  extremes  of 
Woahoo  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  diflant  8 leagues;  the  extremes 
of  Morotoi  N.  E.  by  N.  and  E.  diflant  6 leagues. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued . 

Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands, 


’Time. 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Lariat. 

North. 

Eajl. 

Eaji. 

GO 

CO 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Alin- 

Deg.  Min. 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


Dec.  29 


3l 

1789. 
Jan.  1 


4 

5 

.6 


21  17 


21  26 


21  26 


21  22 


21  15 


21  4 

21  2 

21  13 


«< 


fet  the  extremes  of  Woahoo bore  from  N.  N.  W.  to  W.  diftant 
5 leagues.  At  fun-rife  the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  N.  W.  and 
N.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues  ; Morotoifrom  S.  E.  halfE.  to  S.  byE. 
diftant  6 leagues.  At  noon  light  airs,  and  clear  weather  ; the 
extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from  S.W.by  W.  to  W.  by  N.  diftant 
5 leagues  ; Morotoi  S.  E.  by  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  diftant  7 leagues. 
~W.  S.  W.  pleafant,  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  Woahoo  bore 
N.  W.  by  W.  and  W.  by  S.  diftant  4 or  5 leagues;  Morotoi 
E.  by  N.  and  S.  E.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues.  At  day-light  Wo- 
ahoo bore  from  S.  W.  by  S.  to  W.  N.  W.  diftant  3 leagues; 
Morotoi  E.  S.  E and  E.  byN.  diftant  8 or  9 leagues.  At  noon 
Woahoo  bore  from  N.  by  W.  to  W.  diftant  3 leagues  ; Moro- 
toi from  E.  by  N.  to  S.E.  by  E.  diftant  6 leagues. 

S.  frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy,  with  fome  fqualls  of  rain.  At  noon 
the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E.  dif- 
tant, off  fhore,  2 or  3 leagues. 

S.  and  5.  by  W.  frefh  breezes,  and  cloudy.  At  noon  e ex- 
tremes of  Woahoo  bore  fromN.  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E.  diftant  off 
fhore,  2 or  3 leagues. 

f Light  airs  and  variable.  At  2 A.  M.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear. 

I At  fun-rife  the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  N.  E. 

1 

to  E.  by  N.  diftant  10  or  1 1 leagues.  At  noon  the  S.  point  of 
Woahoo  bore  from  E.  by  N.  to  N.  diftant  8 leagues;  Morotoi 
E.  S.  E.  diftant  15  leagues. 

S.  by  E.  pleafant  breezes,  and  clear.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of 
Woahoo  bore  from  N.  by  W.  to  E.  by  S.  off  fhore  3 leagues. 
At  2 A.M.  light  airs,  and  variable.  At  fun-rife  the  extremes 
of  Woahoo  bore  fromN.  N.W.  to  E.  S.  E.  off  fhore  6 leagues. 
At  10  A.  M.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear.  At  noon  the  extremes 
of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  by  W.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  off  fhore 
1 o leagues. 

Variable  ; frefh  breezes  and  clear ; light  airs  and  clear.  At  noon 
] frefh  breezes  and  clear  — Still  off  Woahoo. 

Variable  ; pleafant  breezes  and  clear.  Still  off  Woahoo. 

, E.  by  N.  pleafant  breezes  and  clear.  At  noon  the  S.  point  of 
| Woahoo  bore  E.  by  N.  diftant  4 leagues. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued. 


Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


’Time. 

Latitude  1 

Longitude  1 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaf. 

Eajl. 

1789. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Jan.  7 

8 

9 

io  y ii 

IX  & 12 

13 


H 


*5 


16 


2 1 12 


20  51 


22  7 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Variable;  pleafant  breezes  and  clear.  At  noon  the  extremes  of 
Woalioo  bore  from  N.  W.  to  E.  N.  E.  diflant  3 leagues. 

N.  E. — N.  E.  by  N.  and  N.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes,  cloudy  and 
fqually.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Morotoi  bore  from 
N.  E.  to  E.  by  N.  diflant  S or  9 leagues.  At  noon  the  S.  E» 
point  ofWoahoo  bore  N.  byW.  diflant  7 or  S leagues. 

N.  N.  E.  and  variable;  frefh  breezes  and  clear.  At  fun-rife 
the  extremes  of  Morotoi  bore  from  E.  to  E-  by  S.  diftant  1 2 
or  13  leagues  ; the  extremes  of  Woahoo  from  N.  W.  by  W.  to 
N.  E.  by  N.  diflant  3 leagues.  At  noon  Woahoo  bore  from 
N.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  diflant  4 or  5 leagues. 

Variable;  light  airs.  Came  to  anchor  off  Woahoo,  diflant  1 mile. 

S and  E.  and  S.  light  breezes,  frefh  gales  and  fqually.  At  5 
P.  M.  weighed  anchor,  in  company  with  the  Iphigenia.  At 
noon  the  E.  end  of  Morotoi  bore  from  S.  W.  to  E.  by  N.  dif- 
tant 4 leagues. 

E.  N.  E.  to  S.  S.  E.  fqually  and  rain.  At  2 A.M.  the  N.  E. 
extremity  of  Morotoi  bore  E.  S.  E. ; flood  between  Mowee  and 
Morotoi.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Morotoi  bore  from  N.  E. 
to  W.  N.  W.  diflant  4 leagues;  the  S.  E.  point  of  Woahoo 
W.  by  N.  diflant  7 leagues. 

N.  E.  to  N.  N.  W. — E.  S.  E,  and  S.  S.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  rain. 
At  fun-fet  Morotoi  bore  from  E.  half  N.  to  N.  N.  E.  diflant 
5 or  6 miles;  Ranai  S.  E.  by  E.  ; Mowee  E.  by  S.  ; the 
S. W.  part  ofWoahoo  N.  W,  by  N.  diflant  7 leagues.  At 
fun-rife  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  W.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  dillant  2 
leagues  ; Morotoi  E. ; Ranai  S.  E.  by  E.  diflant  7 or  S leagues. 
At  noon  hauled  round  the  S.  W.  point  of  Woahoo,  and  an- 
chored in  10  fathoms,  2 miles  offfliore. 

S.  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  flrong  gales  and  fqualls,  and  a 
heavy  fea.  At  12  P.M.  weighed  and  flood  to  fea,  the  gale 
flill  encreafing.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from 
W.  by  S.  to  N.  W.  diflant  2 leagues;  Morotoi  from  E.  S,  E. 
to  E.  by  N.  diflant  7 or  8 leagues. 

• W.  S.  W.  and  variable ; frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet 
the  E.  end  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  half  W.  to  N.  N.  W.  dif- 
tant 5 or  6 leagues  ; Morotoi  N.  E.  by  E.  dillant  8 or  9 leagues. 
At  day-light  the  E.  fide  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  N.E.  to 
W.  N.  W.  diflant  2 or  3 leagues.  At  noon  the  extremes  of 
Woalioo  bore  from  E.  by  N,  to  W.  Off  Wytetce  Bay  1 league. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued. 

Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich-Islands. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eajl. 

Eaf. 

Time. 


IVindsy  Weather , and  Remarks. 


1789.  Deg.  Alin.' Deg.  Alin. 
Jan.  1 7 


Deg.  Alin. 


19 


20 


21 


2 1 24 


21 


22 


23 

24 


25 


L 


f S.  W.  by  W.  frefli  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-rife  ftrong  gales 
and  a heavy  feaj  Woahoo  bore  from  W.  half  N.  to  N.  N.  W. 

J diftant  4 or  5 leagues.  At  noon  wind  at  S.  with  fqualls  and 

j rain  ; the  extremes  of  Woahoo  bore  from  W.  by  N.  to  N.  W. 

by  N.  diftant  3 leagues. 

S.  W.  ftrong  gales  and  hazy.  At  day-light  the  extremes  of  Mo- 
rotoi bore  from S.  E.  by  E.  to  S.  W.  by  S.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues-, 
frefli  breezes  and  clear.  At  noon  the  extremes  of  Morotoi  bore 
from  S.  E.  to  S.  W.  by  W.  diftant  2 leagues  ; the  N.  W.  end  of 
Movvee  E.  S.  E.  diftant  4 leagues. 

S. — S.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  frefli  breezes  and  fqually,  with  ftrong 
gufts  off  the  land.  At  day-light  the  body  of  Morotoi  bore 
S.  S.  E.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues.  At  noon  Morotoi  bore  from 
S.  W.  to  S.  by  E.  diftant  7 leagues. 

Variable;  cloudy,  and  a conftant,  hard  rain.  At  fun-fet  Morotoi 
bore  from  S.  S.  W.  to  S.  E.  byE.  diftant  4 or  5 leagues.  At 
10  A.  M.  Morotoi  bore  S.  S.  E.  diftant  3 or  4 leagues. 

Variable  ; frefli  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  Woahoo  bore 
from  S.  E.  to  W.  by  N. ‘diftant  5 or  6 leagues.  Cloudy,  and 
rain  ; at  fun  rife  Morotoi  bore  from  S.  by  E.to  E.by  S.  diftant 
8 or  9 leagues.  Light  breezes  and  rain.  At  noon  Woahoo 
bore  from  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  W.  by  W.  ; Morotoi  from  E: 
half  S.  to  S.  E.  by  S:  diftant  6 or  7 leagues. 

Variable  ; light  breezes,  hazy,  drizzling  rain.  At  fun-fet  Mo- 
rotoi bore  from  S.  E.  by  E.  to  E.  ; Woahoo  from  N.  W. 
to  S.  W,  by  W.  halfW.  diftant  2 or  3 leagues.  At  day-light 
cloudy  and  drizzling  rain  ; Woahoo  bore  from  W.  half  N. 
toN.by  E. ; Morotoi  from  E.  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.  ; Ranai 
E.  N.  E.  diftant  9 leagues.  At  noon  hauled  round  the  S.  W, 
point  Woahoo  intoWitetee  Bay. 

Wefterly  ; light  breezes  and  hot.  In  Witetee  Bay. 

S.  E.  light  airs.  In  ditto. 

("S.  a moderate  breeze.  At  5 P.  M.  got  under  fail.  At  fun-rife 
Woahoo  bore  from  W.  to  N.  E.  byE.  ; Witetee  Bay  N.  N.W. 
diftant  3 leagues.  At  noon  Ranai  bore  E.  by  S.  ; Mowee  E,; 
Morotoi  E.  by  N.  half  N.  ; Woahoo  from  N.  E.  by  E.  to  W. 
by  S.  diftant,  off  fhore,  5 miles;  and  Witetee  Bay  W,  by  N, 
diftant  7 miles. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued. 

Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Time. 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


1789. 


Jan . 26 


27 


28 


29 


21  14 


21 


21  14 


3° 


21  27 


21  30 


L 


f S.  S.  W.  light  airs  and  calms.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Woahoo 
j bore  from  N.  N.  W.  to  W.  off  fhore  2 leagues.  At  noon  a 

J light  breeze  from  the  S.;  the  Ifland  of  Ranai  bore  from  E.  by  S. 

to  E. ; Mowec  E.  half  N.  to  E.  N.  E,  half  E. ; Morotoi 
E.  N.  E.  quarter  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  diftant  5 leagues  ; Woa- 
L hoo  from  N.  N.  W.  to  W.  by  N.  diftant  4 leagues. 

S.  pleafant  breezes,  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  Woahoo  bore  from 
W.  by  N.  to  N.  W.  off  fhore  3 leagues  ; Ranai  E,  S.  E,  ; Mo- 
rotoi E.  N.  E.  and  the  body  of  Mowee  E.  diftant  12  leagues. 
Light  breezes  and  fair  at  fun- rife,  Woahoo  from  N.  W.  by  N. 
to  W.  by  S.  off  fhore  2 leagues, 
f E.  cloudy.  At  fun-fetWoahoo  bore  fromW.N.W.  halfW.to  N.E. 

I half  E.  off  fhore  2 leagues.  Conftant drizzling  rain  ; at  fun-rife, 
Woahoo  bore  from  N.  N.  W.  to  N.  E.  off  fhore  4 league.  . At 
noon  frefh  breezes  and  fqually  ; Woahoo  bore  from  N.W.  by  N. 
to  N.  E.  by  E off  fhore  6 leagues, 
r Variable  j frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  a heavy  fwell.  At  fun- 
fet  Woahoo  S.  W.  point  E. ; Witetee  bav  E.  by  N.  At 
fun-rife  Woahoo  N.  W.  point  N.  N.  W.  theW.  point  N.  E. 
by  E.  and  the  S.  W.  point  E.  bv  S.  off  fhore  2 leagues.  Light 
airs  and  calms  ; at  noon  Woahoo  bore  from  N.W.  byN.  to  E. 
off  fhore  3 leagues. 

'Variable;  light  airs,  and  pleafant.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Wo- 
ahoo theN.SV;  point  N.  byW.  halfW.  to  the  S.  W.  point,  E. 
off  fhore  2 leagues.  At  fun-rifeWoahoo  bore  from  N.E.  by  E.  to 
S.W.by  S.offfhore5  leagues.  At  noon  theN.W. point  of  Woa- 
hoo bore  from  N.  by  E,  to  the  S.  W.  point  S,  E.  by  E.  half  E. 
off  fhore  2 leagues. 

^-N.  variable,  and  N.  N.  E.  moderate  breezes  and  fair.  At  fun- 
fet  the  N.  W.  point  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  by  E.  to  E.  N.  E. 
off  fhore  1 league.  At  fun-rife  the  N.  point  of  Woahoo  bore 
from  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  off  fhore  7 or  8 leagues;  Atooi  in  fight, 
bearing  from  W.  by  N.  to  W.  by  S.  diftant  16  or  17  leagues. 
At  noon  Woahoo  bore  from  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  off  fhore 
2 or  3 leagues. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued. 


Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


Time. 

Latitude 

Lgu 

litude 

Variat. 

Forth. 

£ 

aji. 

Eaft. 

■<! 

CO 

VO 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg. 

Min. 

'’Deg.  Min. 

Feb.  i 


21  44 


21  29 

21  32 

21  36 

21  12 

21  19 


( 


20 


21  52 


21 


21  25 


22 


21  14 


Winds , Weather,  and  Remarks. 


N.E.  by  E. variable,  and  E,,by  S.  frefh  breezes  and  fair.  At  fun-fee 
Woalioo  bore  from  N.  E.  byE.to  S.  E.  by  E.  diftant  from  the 
N.  W.  point  about  4 miles.  At  day-light  the  N.  point  of  Woa- 
hoo  bore  E.  N.E.;  the  N.  W.  point  S.  E.  half  E.  off  fhore  2 
miles.  At  noon  the  N.  point  of  Woahoo  bore  from  N.  E. 
half  E.  to  the  N.  W.  point  S.  off  fhore  4 miles. 

W.  N.  W,  light  airs  and  cloudy.  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from 
N.  by  W.  to  E.  by  N.  off  fhore  3 leagues.  At  noon  Woahoo 
bore  from  N . N.E.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  off  fhore  3 leagues, 

Eaflward  ; alight  breeze.  Off  fhore  at  W oahoo. 

W.  light  airs  and  pleafant.  Off  ditto. 

N.  E.  by  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  fair.  Off  ditto. 

Pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  At  8 A.  M.  bore  away  for  Atooi.  At 
noon  Woahoo  bore  from  E.  S.  E.  to  N.  by  W.  off  fhore  1 
league. 

Light  breezes  and  fair.  At  10  A.  M.fhw  the  Iphigenia  offWy- 
moa  Bay,  At  noon  dropt  anchor  1 cable’s  length  from  the 
Iphigenia,  where  we  remained  till  the  19th. 

S.  E.  and  variable ; light  breezes  and  conflant  rain.  Weighed 
and  made  fail.  At  fun-fet  Atooi  bore  from  E.  by  N.  to  N.  W. 
by  N.  ; Wymoa  Town  N.  by  E.  diftant  7 or  8 miles;  the  E. 
end  of  Oneheeow  from  W.  by  N.  to  W.  by  S.  diftant  6 or  7 
leagues.  At  noon  the  E.  end  of  Oneheeow  bore  from  N.  by  E. 
to  W,  by  N.  diftant  4 miles  ; Tahoorowa  N.  W.  by  N.  diftant 
4 leagues. 

N.  N.  E.  ftrong  gales  and  fqually.  At  fun-rife  the  E.  end  of 
Oneeheow  bore  from  N.  by  E.  to  N.  W.  by  W.  diftant  6 or  7 
leagues.  At  noon  Oneheeow  bore  from  S.  W.  to  N.  W by  W. 
diftant  4 or  5 leagues. 

• N.  W.  ftrong  gales  and  fqually.  At  fun-rife  the  N.  extremity  of 
Oneeheow  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues.  At  nooa 
Atooi  bore  from  N.  N.  E.  to  N.  W.  by  N.  diftant  5 or  6 leagues  4 
Oneeheow  N.  W.  diftant  1 o or  12  leagues. 

" N.  N.  W.  moderate  breezes.  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from 
E.  by  N.  to  N.  E.  by  N.  diftant  9 or  1 o leagues.  At  noon-. 
Witetee  Bay  E.  by  S„  and  the  Northern  extremity  N.  W.  by 

' off  fhore  2 miles. 
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E XIV.  continued 

Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  at  the  Sandwich-Islands. 

Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaft. 

Variat. 

Eaji. 

Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 

1789. 
Feb.  23 
24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


March  1 


Deg.  Min. 


Deg.  Min. 


20  26 


19  34 


19  24 


I9  23 


20  19 


19  46 


£Vg.  Min. 


< 


Pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  At  8 P.  M.  came  too  in  Witetee  Bay. 
Pleafant  breezes  from  the  Weft  ward.  In  ditto. 

W.  N.  W.  pleafant  breezes.  Athalfpaft  5 P.  M.  weighed,  and 
ftood  for  Owhyhee.  At  fun  rife  the  body  of  Woahoo  bore 
N.  W.  diftant  6 or  7 leagues;  the  E.  end  of  Morotoi  from 
N.  by  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  diftant  3 leagues  ; the  E.  end  of  Ra- 
nai  from  E.  by  N.  to  E.  diftant  4 or  5 leagues.  At  noon  Wo- 
ahoo bore  N.  W.  by  N. ; the  W.  end  of  Morotoi  N.  W.  by  . 
the  Eaftern  extremity  of  Ranai  E.  by  N.  ; diftant  3 leagues; 
the  S.W.  extremity  of  MoweeE.  by  S.;  and  TahoorowaE.  S.  E. 
W.  N.  W.  pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  At  fun-fet  Ranai  bore  from 
N.  W.  by  N.  to  N.  diftant  4 leagues  ; Mowee  from  N.  by  E. 
to  N.  E.  by  E.  ; Tahoorowa  S.  by  E.  At  fun. rife  Owhyhee 
bore  from  S.  E;  by  E.  to  N.  E.by  E.  diftant  5 or  6 leagues  ; 
Mowee  N.  by  E.  half  E. ; Tahoorowa  N.  halfW.  ; Ranai 
N.  N.  W.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  E.  S.  E.  to  N.  E. 
by  E.  diftant  4 or  5 leagues;  the  Snowy  Mountains  E.  by  S. 
and  E.  by  N. ; Mowee  from  N.  by  E.  to  N.  N.  W.  diftant 
7 or  leagues. 

S.  light  airs  and  fair.  At  fun-fet  Owhyhee  bore  from  S.  E. 
to  N.  E.  ; Mowee  N.  N.  W.  diftant  7 or  8 leagues.  At  fun- 
rife  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  diftant  4 or  5 
leagues.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.by  N.  to  S.  E. 
quarter  E.  diftant  5 leagues  ; Mowee  N.  diftant  8 or  9 leagues. 

{N.  W.  light  breezes  and  fair.  At  fun-fet  Ow  hyhee  bore  from 
S.  E.  to  N.  E.  diftant  4 leagues.  At  day  light  Owhyhee  bore 
from  S.  E.  half  E.  to  N.  E.  diftant  2 leagues;  Mowee  N. 
to  N.  by  W. 

f W.  S.  W.  light  airs,  hot  and  fultry  At  fun-rife  Owhyhee  bore 
I from  N.  N.  E.  to  S.  S.  E. ; Karakakooa  Bay  S.  E.  diftant  5 
leagues.  At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  half 

S.  diftant  6 or  7 leagues  ; Mowee  from  N.  by  E.  to  N.  by  W.; 

Ranai  N.  W.  by  N. ; Tahoorowa  N.  N.  W. 

N.  W.  light  airs  and  variable.  At  fun-fet  Owhyhee  bore  from 
S.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  half  E.  diftant  8 or  9 leagues  ; Mowee  N. 
to  N.  by  E.  half  E. ; Ranai  N.  N.  W.  ; Tahoorowa  N.  by  W. 
At  fun-rife  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  E.  half  N.  to  S.  1' . half  S. 
diftant  5 leagues;  Mowee  N.  N.  W.  diftant  10  leagues. 

At  noon  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  N.  E.  to  S.  by  E.  half  E.  ; 

Karakakooa  Bay  S.E.  diftant  17  miles. 
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TABLE  XIV.  continued '. 


Route 

of  the  N.  W.  Ame 

Time. 

Latitude  j 

Longitude 

V ariat. 

North.  j 
) 

Eajh 

Eaji. 

CO 

VO 

Beg.  Min.  ] 

Dir.  Min. 

O 

Deg.  Min , 

Winds,  Weather,  and  Remarks. 


March  r 

O’ 

4- 

5 


S&?9 


10 


ri 


12 


2 1 7 


21  23 


fw.s.  W.  pleafant  and  fair.  At  4 P.  M.  faw  the  Iphigenia 


< 


< 


coming  into  a bay,  about-  3 leagues  to  the  Northward  ot  Kara- 
kakooa  Bay.  At  half  pad  4 P.  M,  came  to  in  20  fathoms,  off 
fhore  2 miles  ; the  extremes  of  the  land  from  S.  E.  by  S. ; the 
| N,  E.  end  of  Karakakooa  S.  E. ; and  the  neareft  extreme 
L W.  N.  W.  diftant  4 miles. 

J Variable  ; light  breezes  and  fair.  Off  Owhyhee,  near  Karaka- 
l kooa  Bay,  where  we  (laid  till  the  6th. 

f Moderate  fea  breezes,  and  cloudy.  Latter  part  pleafant  land- 
L breezes,  and  fair, 

{S.  and  E.  light  breezes  and  clear.  At  6 A.  M.  weighed  anchor. 
At  noon  the  extremes  of  Owhyhee  bore  from  N.  to  S.  by  E.  ; 
off  Toe-yah-yah  Bay  about  5 leagues.  At  7 P.  M.  came  to  in 
the  Bay. 

r Firfl  and  middle  parts  pleafant  fea-breezes  and  cloudy.  Latter 
\ pleafant  land  breezes.  Off  Owhyhee. 

pFirft  part  frefh  land  breezes.  Middle  and  latter  moderate  fea- 
j breezes  and  cloudy.  At  1 1 P.  M.  weighed  anchor,  with  the 
^ Iphigenia,  for  Woahoo.  At  noon  Mowee  bore  from  N.  E. 

j by  N.  to  N.  N.  W. ■;  Tahoorowa  N.  W.  by  N.  to  W.  N.  W.  ; .. 

Owhyhee  E.  by  N.  to  E.  S.  E.  diftant  12  leagues. 

E.  a frefh  trade  wind,  and  fair.  At  fun-fet  the  extremes  of  Ta- 
hoorowa bore  from  E.  by  S.  to  E.  half  N. ; the  E.  point  of 
Mowee  E.  by  N. ; Ranai  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  N.  N.  W.  dif- 
tant  3 leagues;  the  N.  W.  point  of  Morotoi  N.  W.  by  N.  ; 
Woahoo  N.  W.  by  N.  diftant  1 2 leagues.  At  day-  light  Woa- 
hoo bore  from  N,  by  W.  to  N.W.  by  W.  diftant  8 leagues  ; the 
N.  W.  point  of  Morotoi  N.  E.  half  N.  At  noon  Woahoo  bore 
from  N.  by  W.  to  W.  by  N.  diftant  6 or  7 leagues  ; Morotoi 
from  E N.  E.  to  E.  half  S. ; Ranai  E.  S.  E.  diftant  5 leagues. 

(Light  breezes  and  variable.  At  fun-fet  Woahoo  bore  from 
N.  E.  by  N.  to  W.  by  S.  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from 
E.  N.  E.  to  W.  N.  W.  off  Witetee  Bay  2 leagues.  At  9 A.  M. 
came  to,  in  11  fathoms,  in  Witetee  Bay,  diftant  1 mile. 

{Squally  and  rain.  Weighed  and  made  fail  for  Atooi,  with  the 
Iphigenia..  At  day-light  Woahoo  bore  from  E.  N.  E.  £0 
W.  N,  W.  off  fhore  3 leagues, 
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Route  of  the  N.  W.  A meri 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Variai. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaji. 

Time 


1789. 

March  1 3 

14 

*5 


Deg.  Min. 


21  51 


jDrg.  MiVz 


Winds,  Weather , and  Remarks. 


Deg.  Min, 


N.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  fqual’y.  At  6 P.  M.  faw  Atooi 
bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  diftant  6 or  7 leagues.  At  day-light 
was  towed  into  Wymoa  Bay  by  the  natives. 

{Moderate  fea-breeze  and  cloudy.  At  5 P.  M.  weighed,  and  flood 
for  Oneeheow.  At  fun-fet  Atooi  bore  from  E.  to  N.  W.  by  N. 
off  fliore  2 leagues;  Oneeheow  from  W.  S.  W.  to  W.  half  S.; 
Orehua  W.  by  N. 

I"  Moderate  fea-breeze  and  cloudy.  At  day-light  Oneeheow  bore 
from  E.  to  N.  E.  diftant  3 leagues.  At  noon  Oneeheow  bore 
from  N.  half  W.  to  S.  by  E.  half  E.  off  fliore  2 miles.  At  5 
P.  M.  came  to,  in  17  fathoms,  abreaft  of  a fmall  village,  called 
Rotair;  the  E.  end  of  Oneeheow  bore  from  S.  S.  E.  half  E. 
toN.  half  W. ; Tahoorowa  S.  W.  diftant  5 leagues. 
f Frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  half  part  midnight  made  fail,  and 
flood  to  the  Weftward.  At  day -light  Oneeheow  bore  from 
E.  to  N.  N.  E. ; Tahoorowa  S.  W.  by  S.;  the  Iphigenia  3 
leagues  to  Windward.  At  noon  Oneeheow  bore  from  N.  E. 
to  S.  E.  half  E,  oft'  fhore  3 leagues. 
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TABLE 


XV. 


Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  the  Sandwich-Islands  to  the  N.  W.  Coast 

of  America. 


Time. 

Latitude 

Longitude 

V irlat. 

North. 

Eafi. 

Eafi, 

17S9. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

LPinds,  Weather , and  Remarks 


March  1 7 


l8 

22 

27 

l9 

23 

2 

IO 

23 

37 

21 

24 

49 

22 

26 

6 

23 

27 

8 

24 

?7 

57 

2 5 

28 

5* I * * * 5 6 * 8 

26 

29 

56 

27 

31 

5 

28 

3 1 

54 

29 

33 

0 

3° 

33 

22 

3l 

33 

43 

April  1 

34 

34 

2 

35 

1 9 

3 

4 

36 

n 

5 

35 

59 

6 

36 

59 

7 

37 

47 

8 

39 

J9 

Variable;  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  Oneeheow bore 

I from  N.  N.  E.  to  E,  S.  E.  off  fhore  z leagues.  At  day-light 
Oneeheow  bore  from  N.  E.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  by  S.  off  (hore  z 
leagues.  At  7 A.  M.  fawthe  Iphigenia.  At  8 fpoke  to  her. 

{Variable  ; frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  6 P.  M.  Oneeheow  bore 
from  N.  by  E,  to  E.  N.  E.  diftant  3 leagues.  At  noon  plea- 
fant  breezes  and  clear. 

{N.  N.  E.  pleafant  and  clear.  At  4 P.  M.  faw  a fmall  ifiand 
bearing  W.  N.  W.  diftant  4 leagues.  At  fun-rife  ditto  N.  W. 

by  W.  diftant  2 leagues.  At  noon  it  bore  N.  by  W.  diftant 

5 miles. 

{Variable  ; pleafant  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  fun-fet  the  ifiand  bore 
E.  by  N.  diftant  5 or  6 leagues.  At  noon  moderate  breezes, 
and  fine,  pleafant  weather. 

E.  N.  E.  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy. 

E.  by  N.  pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

E.  by  N.  toN.  E.  light  breezes  and  cloudy. 

N.  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  S.  E.  ditto,  and  cloudy. 

E.  S.  E.  pleafant  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  noon  hazy, 

S.  E.  by  S.  ditto,  and  hazy. 

S.  E.  by  E.  light  breezes  and  hazy. 

Eafterly  ; pleafant  breezes  and  fair. 

Variable  ; light  airs,  inclinable  to  calm. 

N.  by  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E.  light  breezes  and  pleafant. 
f E.  N.  E.  light  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  1 A.  M.  E.  by  S.  light 
L breezes  and  fqually,  with  rain.  At  noon  pleafant. 

S.  E. — S.  S.  E.  and  S.  E.  by  E.  fqually,  with  rain. 

S.  to  S.  W.  and  W.  light  breezes  and  cloudy,,  with  fmall  rain. 

W.  andN.  N.  W.  frefh  breezes  and  fqually. 
f N.  and  E.  N.  E.  ftrong  breezes,  with  hard  fqualls  of  wind  and 
L rain. 

N.  W.  frefh  breezes,  fqually,  with  rain. 

N.  Wefterly,  and  ditto. 

W.  and  ditto. 

S.  W.  ftrong  breezes  and  clear,  with  a high,  following  fea.  At 

8 P.  M.  fqually,  with  rain.  At  S A.  M.  conftunt  rain.  At 
noon  light  airs,  and  conftant  rain. 
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TABLE  XV.  concluded. 


Route  of  the  N.  W.  America  Schooner,  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  N.  W,  Coast 

of  America. 


'Time. 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat. 

North. 

Eaji. 

Eaf. 

1789. 

Deg.  Min. 

Deg.  Min. 

Dep.  Min. 

O 

April  10 

j i 
12 


J3 

14 

*5 

16 

*7 

18 

19 

20 

21 


40  7 

41  17 

42  36 

44  2 


23 


24 


47  4S 

48  28 

47  53 

48  14 

48  40 

49  J5 

49  34 


- { 


Winds , Weather , and  Remarks. 


Variable  ; frefh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  rain. 

N.  Eafterly  ; ftrong  gales,  with  rain,  and  a high  fea. 

W.  N.  W.  and  variable  ; hard  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain.  Saw 
feveral  fmall  birds. 

W.  N.  W.  moderate,  fqually,  with  a high  fea  from  the  N.  W. 
At  10  A.  M.  faw  a fea-lion  and  a fea-gull.  Several  birds 
flying  about  the  fltip. 

From  W.  to  S.  pleafant  breezes  ; hazy,  with  fmall  rain. 

From  S.  byE.  to  S.  W.  cloudy, 'with  fmall  rain.  Atnoon  frefh 
breezes  and  hazy. 

From  W.  by  S.  to  W.  by  N.  pleafant  breezes  and  fqually.  Puf- 
fing fqualls  of  rain,  hail  and  fnow. 

From  W.  N.  W.  to  N.  byE.  frefh  breezes,  with  hard  fqualls, 
and  fleet. 

Variable;  light  breezes  and  clear  ; fqually,  with  ain. 

Variable;  light  breezes,  and  fmall,  drizzling  rain. 

Variable  ; light  airs,  pleafant  breezes  and  fair.  Wild-geefe, 
fliags,  fea  gulls,  and  gannets  feen. 

N.  Wefterly;  frefh  breezes  and  clear.  Parted  fome  drift-wood, 
and  fea  weed,  and  faw  feveral  whales. 

S.  W.  fair,  and  pleafant.  At  noon  the  extremities  of  the  coafi  bore 
from  W.  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.;  Nootka  Sound  E.  N.  E.  diftant 
9 or  10  leagues. 

■ S.  E.  by  E.  light  winds  and  clear.  At  fiin-fet  the  extremes  of 
land  bore  from  E.  by  S.  to  W.  N.  W.  off  fliore  3 leagues.  ; 
Nootka  Sound  E.  by  N.  diflant  6 or  7 leagues.  At  10  A_M. 

' Nootka  Sound  bore  E.  by  N.  diftant  7 or  S leagues. 

E.  S.  E.  to  W,  S.  W.  ftrong  gales,  and  hard  rain.  At  4 A.  M. 
Nootka  Sound  bore  E.  N.  E.  diftant  0 or  7 leagues.  At  noon 
rounded  Hog  Ifland,  and  anchored  in  Friendly  Cove. 
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N°  I. 

INSTRUCTIONS  of  the  MERCHANTS  PROPRIETORS. 


To  John  Meares,  Efq.  commanding  the  Felice  and  Iphigenia. 
s I R, 

AS  the  profecution  of  Voyages  to  diftant  countries  muft  redound  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  who  undertake  them,  by  elucidating  the  obfcurities  of  Geography,  and 
opening  new  channels  for  Commerce;  and  whereas  it  appears  that  a very  beneficial  trade 
may  be  carried  on  between  China  and  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  part  of  which 
was  difeovered  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1579;  and  confidering  that 
the  fituation  of  China,  both  for  the  outfit  of  veftels  for  the  fur  trade,  as  well  as  for  the 
difpofal  of  cargoes,  is  fuch,  as  muft  fiiortly  deftroy  all  competition,  and  give  us  the 
exclufive  poffeftion  of  this  valuable  branch  of  trade,  much  to  the  advantage  of  our 
country  : from  thefe  confiderations  we  have  fitted  out  and  equipped  two  good  and  fuffici- 
ent  veftels,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  this  branch  of  trade,  viz.  the  Felice  and 
Iphigenia. 

And  you  are  hereby  required  and  diredled  to  proceed  with  both  veftels,  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch,  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America.  The  moft  expeditious  route,  we 
conceive,  will  be  to  proceed  through  the  China  Seas  to  the  Southward,  between  Mindoro 
and  Pelawan,  and  to  the  Southward  of  Magindanao ; touching,  if  neceflary,  at  Sooloo; 
and  pafting  round  the  Northern  extremity  of  New  Guinea,  get  as  far  to  the  Eaftward  as 
the  winds  will  admit,  or  you  may  judge  neceffary  ; Handing  then  to  the  Northward  of 
the  Tropick,  to  obtain  variable  winds  to  carry  you  to  America.  As  this  is  a navigation 
of  great  extent  and  duration,  it  is  neceftary  you  ihould  provide  yourfelf  with  a fufficient 
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flock  of  water,  as  nothing  fo  effectually  checks  the  advance  and  progrefs  of  the  Scurvy 
as  a plentiful  allowance  of  that  article. 

As  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage,  in  a great  meafure,  depends  on  your  early  arrival  at 
Nootka  ; we  defire,  that,  if  you  find  yourfelf  detained  by  the  bad  failing  of  the  Iphigenia, 
that  you  feparate  from  her,  and  proceed  fingly  to  America. 

You  will  give  inftrudtions  to  Captain  William  Douglafs  to  proceed,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  to  Cook’s  River,  and  remain  there  as  long  as  he  may  judge  expedient ; and 
from  thence  to  proceed  to  Prince  William’s  Sound  ; and  after  remaining  there  until  the 
trade  fiackens,  to  proceed  to  the  Southward,  to  Crofs  Sound  (which  is  fuppofed  to  com-, 
municate  with  the  bay  to  the  Northward  of  Cape  Edgcombe)  and  along  the  coaft  to  the 
Southward,  as  far  as  Nootka;  examining  the  feveral  bays  and  iflands,  and  making  fuch 
flay  in  each  as  may  be  deemed  expedient ; endeavouring  to  arrive  in  Nootka  Sound  by 
the  ill  of  September,  1788;  where  he  will  await  your  arrival  till  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber ; — And  in  cafe  of  your  not  appearing  in  that  time,  you  will  direCt  him  to  proceed  to 
China  with  fuch  a cargo  as  he  may  be  able  to  procure;  and  to  leave  a letter  with  one  of 
the  chiefs,  communicating  only  his  arrival  and  departure. 

The  inhabitants  of  Nootka  Sound  being  in  expectation  of  arrivals,  will,  doubtlefs, 
provide  a cargo  of  Ikins,  which  will  become  the  prize  of  the  firft  fhip  that  arrives  there. 
We,  therefore,  recommend  to  you,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence 
in  arriving  there.  During  your  ftay  at  that  place, — which  you  will  extend  as  long  as  you 
judge  proper, — we  recommend  to  you  to  difpatch  your  long-boat,  well  armed,  under  the 
command  of  a prudent  officer,  to  Wicananifh,  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  to  the  South- 
ward of  Nootka,  where,  we  underftand,  many  fine  Ikins  may  be  procured.  We  recom- 
mend to  you,  afterwards,  to  proceed  to.  Barclay’s  Sound,  and  accurately  examine  the 
coaft  to  the  Southward,  as  far  as  the  Spanifh  Settlements,.  Should  the  profpeCt  of  trade 
be  encouraging,  you  will  then  return  to  the  Northward,  examining  the  different  bays  and 
harbours  to  the  Northward  of  Nootka,  particularly  the  coafts  of  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Iflands,  as  far  as  55°  North  ; or  execute  as  much  of  this  part  of  your  InftruCtions  as  is 
confident  with  your  arrival  at  Nootka  by  the  1ft  of  September,  178-8. 

Should  you,  on  your  return  to  Nootka,  find  there  the  Iphigenia,  you  will,  in  fuch 
cafe,  difpatch  her  to  China  with  all  the  furs  collected:  and,  as  we  propofe  returning 
her  to  you  as  early  as  poffible  after  her  arrival  here,  you  will  appoint  with  Captain 
Douglafs  a time  and  place  of  rendezvous,  that  you  may  receive  the  inftruCtions  and  re- 
frcfhments  we  may  fend  you  next  feafon.  We  leave  it  to  your  diferetion  to  winter  upon 
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the  coaft  of  America,  or  at  the  Sandwich  Illands ; though,  confidering  the  feverity  of 
the  climate,  as  well  as  the  health  of  your  people,  and  that  little  advantage  in  the  way  of 
trade  is  to  be  derived  from  the  former,  during  the  winter  feafon,  we  conceive  it  will  be 
more  eligible  for  you  to  winter  at  the  Sandwich  Illands,  and  return  to  the  coaft  early  in 
March  ; of  which  you  will  take  care  to  inform  the  Indians  at  Nootka,  that  they  may  ex- 
pedt  your  return. 

Although  you  are  abundantly  provided  with  copper,  iron,  and  other  articles  of  trade, 
we  muft  recommend  to  you  the  ftridteft  oeconomy  in  the  application  of  them  ; as  it  ap» 
pears  that  the  natives  are  fuch  intelligent  traders,  that,  fhould  you  be  in  the  leaft  degree 
lavifh,  or  inattentive  in  forming  bargains,  they  will  fo  enhance  the  value  of  their  furs, 
as  not  only  to  exhauft  your  prefent  flock,  but  alfo  to  injure,  if  not  ruin,  any  future 
adventure. 

As  every  perfon  on  board  you  is  bound  by  the  articles  of  agreement  not  to  trade, — 
even  for  the  moft  trifling  articles, — we  expedi  the  fulleft  compliance  with  this  condition  ; 
and  we  ftsall  moft  afluredly  avail  ourfelves  of  the  penalty  a breach  of  it  will  incur.  But 
as,  notwithftanding,  the  feamen  may  have  laid  in  iron  and  other  articles  for  trade — think- 
ing to  efcape  your  notice  and  vigilance, — we  diredt,  that,  at  a proper  time,  before  you 
make  the  land  of  America,  you  fearch  the  veflel  carefully,  and  take  into  your  pofleflion 
every  article  that  can  ferve  for  trade ; — allowing  the  owner  its  full  value. 

As  other  furs  bear  no  proportion,  in  value,  to  thofe  of  the  fea-otter,  thefe  are  to  be,  of 
courfe,  the  principal  objedt  of  your  trade. — Beavers  and  foxes,  particularly  the  black 
fkins,  are  of  confiderable  value  in  China.  Marten  fkins  will  not  bring  more  than  one 
dollar  each. 

We  recommend  to  you  alfo,  as  an  objedt  very  deferving  of  your  attention,  the  procur- 
ing as  much  whale-oil  and  whale-bone  as  poflible  j for  which  you  are  provided  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  cafks. 

Ginfeng  and  Snake-root  are  faid  to  be  produced  on  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America  : 
you  will  colledt  as  much  of  both  thefe  articles  as  poflible ; and  you  will  bring  with  you 
famples  of  the  different  ochres  and  minerals  which  the  natives  ufe  as  paints. 

Mufcle-pearls  are  faid  to  be  in  great  abundance  on  the  North  Coaft  of  America 
Coral  is  alfo  an  article  on  the  coaft.  You  will  bring  as  much  of  both  as  poflible. 
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Spars,  of  every  denomination,  are  conftantly  in  demand  here  :—Bring  as  many  of 
thofe  as  you  can  conveniently  flow. 

Hurd  or  Nourfe-lkins  are  to  be  procured  in  abundance  : — Their  value  here  is  twenty 
Spaniffi  dollars  per  hundred. 

As  it  appears  that  the  natives  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  take  advantage  of  weaknefs  or 
negligence,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  always  on  your  guard,  and  to  exert,  at  all  times,  the 
utmod  vigilance  and  caution.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  we  recommend,  in  the 
Pronged  terms,  the  utmoft  forbearance  with  them  in  every  circumftance  where  it  may 
lower  you  in  their  opinion,  or  endanger  your  fafety.  Humanity  and  your  own  intereft 
demand  it. 

You  will  endeavour  to  propagate  at  Nootka,  and  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  breed  of 
your  poultry  of  every  kind  : alfo  of  hogs,  goats,  and  fheep.  On  your  arrival,  you  will 
land  Comekela,  who  is  a native  of  the  Sound,  giving  him  fuch  prefents  as  you  may  think 
proper.' 

On  your  return  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  you  will  land  Tianna  at  Atooi,  or  any  of  the 
iflands  he  may  defire.  You  will  alfo  give  him  fuch  prefents  as  you  think  ufeful  or  ac- 
ceptable; and,  if  poffible,  you  will  referve  fome  of  your  fheep  and  goats  as  a prefent  to 
this  chief:  as,  by  leaving  them  in  his  pofieffion,  there  is  a better  chance  of  their  being 
taken  care  of,  and  increafing ; and  thus  rendering  thefe  iflands  the  bed  place  of  refrefh- 
ment  in  the  world. 

We  particularly  diredt,  that  you  do  not  bring  away  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  America, 
or  the  Sandwich  Idands ; as  there  is  no  certainty  that  there  will  be  any  opportunity  of 
returning  them  to  their  own  country. 

Should  you,  in  the  courfe  of  your  voyage,  meet  with  any  Ruffian,  Englifh,  or  Spa- 
nifh  veffels,  you  will  treat  them  with  civility  and  friendfhip;  and  allow  them,  if  autho- 
rized, to  examine  your  papers,  which  will  dievv  the  objedt  of  your  voyage : — But  you 
mud,  at  the  fame  time,  guard  againd  furprize.  Should  they  attempt  to  feize  you,  or 
even  carry  you  out  of  your  way,  you  will  prevent  it  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and 
repel  force  by  force.  You  will,  on  your  arrival  in  the  firffc  port,  proted  before  a proper 
officer  againd  fuch  illegal  procedure ; and  afcertain,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  value  of 
your  veffel  and  cargo ; fending  fuch  proted,  with  a full  account  of  the  tranfadtion,  to 
us  at  China. 
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Should  you,  in  fuch  conflict,  have  the  fuperiority, — you  will  then  take  poffieffian  of 
the  vefiel  that  attacked  you,  as  alfo  her  cargo;  and  bring  both,  with  the  officers  and 
crew,  to  China,  that  they  may  be  condemned  as  legal  prizes,  and  their  crews  puniffied 
as  pirates. 

Recommending  to  you  unanimity  with  your  officers,  and  the  ftridteft  difcipline  towards 
your  {hip’s  company,  and  wiffiing  you  a fuccefsful  voyage. 

We  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  fervants, 

(Signed),  The  Merchant  Proprietors, 

China,  December  24,  1787. 


N°  II. 

ORDERS  TO  CAPTAIN  DOUGLASS. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Meares,  to  Capt.  William  Douglass,  com- 
mand! fig  the  Iphigenia. 

S I R, 

AS  foon  as  I have  made  the  fignal  for  reparation,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  put  the  following  Inftrudtions  into  execution;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  I beg  leave 
to  point  out  the  neceffity  of  your  ftri&ly  adhering  to  the  time  and  place  that  I have  ap- 
pointed you  to  meet  me;  as  on  thefe,  in  a great  meafure,  depend  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage  you  are  engaged  in. 

I have  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  will  be  allowed  one  per  cent,  on  the  cargoes  of  the 
Iphigenia  and  Felice,  which  will  be  paid  after  the  fale  of  the  furs.  I need  not  remark 
how  advantageous  this  may  turn  out  to  you ; nor  are  you  to  imagine  that  it  is  done  as  an 
incitement  to  the  performance  of  your  duty  to  your  employers ; for  if  they  had  an  idea  that 
any  inducement  was  wanting,  they  would  not  have  conferred  on  you  the  prefent  com- 
mand. 
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mand,  nor  have  committed  to  your  care  the  trull  they  have  done;  but  they  were  fenfible, 
that  when  the  Iphigenia  was  entrufled  to  you,  and  fuch  unlimited  confidence  repofed  in 
your  honour,  that  nothing  further  was  requifite  to  impel  you  to  promote  their  interefl. 
This  is  only  to  remind  you  of  the  confidence  repofed  in  you,  and  to  caution  you  to  be  on 
your  guard,  and  to  keep  a good  look  out  that  your  officers  and  crew  punctually  obey  the 
articles  they  have  figned ; and  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  trade  or  traffic  with  the 
natives  for  furs,  or  any  other  valuable  article:  and  it  is  my  particular  defire,  that  not  even 
a curiofity  be  purchafed  on  the  coaft  of  America,  and  as  few  as  poffible  at  the  Sandwich 
Hies: — fuch  an  intercourfe  only  tending  to  gratify  an  idle  and  vain  whim,  at  the  expence 
of  the  infant  commerce  now  about  to  be  eflablifhed. 

Should  any  illicit  commerce  be  difcovered  to  you,  or  by  you,  you  will  note  the  fame  in 
the  log-book,  mentioning  the  time  and  place  of  fuch  detection,  the  articles  purchafed,  and 
the  names  of  the  perfons  concerned;  fo  that  the  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juflice. 
You  will  take  the  articles  fo  purchafed  into  your  own  poffeffion,  to  be  depofited  amongfl 
the  cargo:  and  if  any  perfon  on  board  your  fhip  fhould  have  imprudently  fhipped 
any  articles  of  commerce,  you  will  feize  the  fame  for  the  benefit  of  your  employers, — 
noting  all  the  particular  circumflances  in  the  log  book. 

You  will  keep  a regifler  of  all  the  furs  you  purchafe,  their  quality,  number,  and  prices 
given,  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpofe;  fo  that  your  employers  may  be  a judge  of  your 
economy  in  the  trade  committed  to  your  care.  I need  not  point  out  the  neceffity  there  is 
of  hufbanding  it,  and  taking  every  precaution  that  your  iron  and  blue-beads  do  not  be- 
come a drug  amongfl  the  nations  you  may  chance  to  trade  with. 

Your  furs,  when  claffed,  are  to  be  packed  in  chefls.  Let  them  be  fmoaked  and  care- 
fully put  in,  with  heavy  weights  over  them;  fo  that  when  they  are  produced  at  market, 
they  may  bear  fuch  an  appearance  as  will  enhance  their  value. 

In  your  commerce  with  the  Indians,  I defire  you  totally  to  rejecfl  the  fkins  of  the  cub 
otters,  as  they  are  of  no  value  ; and  their  purchafe  only  induces  the  natives  to  deal  de- 
flrudlion  amongfl  them ; when,  at  a future  period,  they  would  be  more  valuable. 

Otters  tails  are  valuable;  you  will,  therefore,  purchafe  all  you  can:  but  by  no  means 
encourage  them  to  bring  fmall  pieces  of  otter-fkin,  or  old  fkins,  they  being  of  little  value; 
and  it  likewife  encourages  the  natives  to  be  remifs  in  hunting  the  more  valuable  otter. 

The  cutting  of  fkins  fhould  be  difcouraged;  and  by  this  means  the  trade  would  be 
much  mended. 
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Black  fox-fkins  are  very  valuable  ; you  will  therefore  purchafe  all  you  can  get.  The 
river-otters,  and  inferior  furs,  I leave  entirely  to  your  own  judgment  to  purchafe  or  not  : 
but  I beg  leave  to  remark,  that  by  directing  the  purfuits  of  the  natives  entirely  to  the 
fea-otter,  it  may  be  the  means  of  encreafing  their  flock  of  that  valuable  fur. 

The  beaver,  if  black,  will  bring  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars;  the  river-otter  from  four 
to  five: — Marten  fkins,  if  black,  are  valuable;  but  thofe  that  are  brown,  are  in  little 
ellimation. 

The  fmall  hurfl-fkins  are  valuable,  and  are  an  objedl  of  commerce,  being  worth  from 
ten  to  fifteen  dollars  per  hundred. 

As  there  are  confiderable  quantities  of  ginfeng  to  the  northward,  I recommend  your 
procuring  as  much  as  poflible;  giving  the  natives  to  underftand  that  their  women  and  chil- 
dren fhould  be  employed:  and  if  you  were  to  buy  it  only  from  them,  it  may  be  the  means 
of  turning  their  induftry  to  valuable  account. 

During  the  time  you  remain  in  port,  your  carpenters  may  be  employed  in  cutting  down 
fpars,  and  fawing  plank;  particularly  boat’s  knees  and  timbers, — all  which  bear  a good 
price  in  China.. 

The  procuring  oil  is  an  object  worthy  your  attention: — It  is  worth,  in  China,  forty- 
five  pounds  fterling  per  ton;  and  whale-bone,  likewife,  is  very  valuable. 

You  will  preferve  famples  of  all  minerals.  And  I beg  you  to  be  particular  in  your  en- 
quiries from  what  parts  the  natives  of  the  North  procure  their  copper.. 

When  you  return  to  China,  as  you  will  touch  at  the  Sandwich  Ifiands,  I recommend  to 
you  to  fill  all  your  calks  with  fait  pork;  which  will  fell  well  at  China,  or  ferve  for  fea 
flore  for  the  next  equipment  of  veflels  in  your  employers’  fervice  for  thecoaft  of  America. 

In  fhort,  I recommend  to  your  particular  attention  and  ftudy  to  lade  on  board  your 
veffel  all  fuch  articles  as  you  may  judge  will  turn  to  account  in  China. 

Should  you  have  any  favourable  opportunity,  I recommend  your  faking  filh,  viz.  cod 
and  herring,  of  which  there  are  fuch  abundance  to  the  Northward.  In  all  thefe  particu- 
lars, you  will  be  regulated  by  time:  I have  pointed  out  the  refpedlive  value  of  thofe  arti- 
cles your  own  prudence  will  do  the  reft.  As  you  have  a crew  fufficient  for  every  pur- 
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pofe,  and  their  wages  are  high,  fo,  in  my  opinion,  their  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  their 
employers  fhould  be  proportionably  ftrenuous. 

From  experience  we  know,  that  mod  excellent  rope  may  be  made  at  the  Sandwich 
Idles.  You  will  prohibit  all  fifhing-lines  being  purchafed  by  individuals,  and  let  them  be 
bought  on  account  of  the  fhip,  made  into  cordage,  and  the  overplus  carefully  put  by,  that 
it  may  be  returned  into  (lore. 

Induftry  and  adlivity  are  the  forerunners  of  good  order  and  difcipline.  By  keeping  your 
people  thus  employed,  I trufl  you  will  be  enabled  to  render  a good  and  profitable  account 
to  your  employers. 

You  will  take  care  to  have  a fair  log-book  kept  for  the  concern.  It  is  to  contain  every 
minute  tranfadtion  of  your  voyage,  from  day  to  day.  You  will  therefore  mention  therein 
all  purchafes  you  make  of  articles  of  commerce.  You  will  alio  note  down  the  good  or 
bad  behaviour  of  your  officers  and  crew;  and  thus  afford  to  their  employers  a medium  to 
diftinguifh  merit  from  worthleffnefs.  This  log-book  is  to  be  figned  by  yourfelf. 

On  your  return  to  China  you  will  feal  up  your  log-book,  charts,  plans.  See.  &c.  and 
forward  them  to  Daniel  Beale,  Efq.  Canton,  who  is  the  oftenfible  Agent  for  the  concern: 
and  you  have  the  moft  particular  injundtions,  not  to  communicate,  or  give  copies  of  any 
charts  or  plans  that  you  may  make;  as  your  employers  aflert  a right  to  all  of  them, — and, 
as  fuch,  will  claim  them. 

Should  you,  in  the  courfe  of  your  voyage,  meet  with  the  veffels  of  any  other  nation, 
you  will  have  as  little  communication  with  them  as  poffible.  If  they  be  of  fuperior  force, 
and  defire  to  fee  your  papers,  you  will  fhew  them.  You  will,  however,  be  on  your  guard 
againft  furprize.  Should  they  be  either  Ruffian,  Engliffi,  Spaniffi,  or  any  other  civilized 
nation,  and  are  authorifed  to  examine  ypur  papers,  you  will  permit  them,  and  treat  them 
with  civility  and  friendfhip;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  you  muft  be  on  your  guard.  Should 
they  attempt  to  feize  you,  or  even  carry  you  out  of  your  way,  you  will  prevent  it  by 
every  means  in  your  power,  and  repel  force  by  force. 

When  I make  the  fignal  to  feparate,  or  in  cafe  we  fhould  lofe  company,  you  will  pur- 
fue,  without  lofs  of  time,  your  way  to  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  America,  either  to  Cook’s 
River,  or  Prince  William’s  Sound,  whichever  place,  in  your  judgment,  fhould  be  firft 
touched  at.  The  moftexpeditious  route,  I fhould  imagine,  will  be,  to  proceed  to  the 
Southward  of  the  ifland  of  Magindanao,  between  Mindoro  and  Pelawan;  touching,  if  ne- 
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ceflary,  at  Sooloo,  and  paffing  round  the  Northern  extremity  of  New  Guinea,  get  as  far 
to  the  Eaftward  as  the  winds  will  permit,  or  you  may  judge  neceflary;  Handing  then  to 
the  Northward  of  the  Tropick,  to  obtain  variable  winds  to  carry  you  to  America.  And 
as  this  is  a navigation  of  great  extent  and  duration,  I recommend  the  moft  particular 
care  of  your  water,  and  that  your  crew  have  a plentiful  allowance  of  it. 

You  will  remain  as  long  in  Cook’s  River  and  Prince  William’s  Sound  as  you  think 
eligible.  I think  it  will  be  more  advifable  to  feek  new  places,  than  to  wait  the  daily, 
but  precarious  fupplies,  that  may  be  brought  you. 

As  I mean  to  proceed  diredt  for  Nootka  Sound,  and  from  thence  purfue  my  courfe  to 
the  Southward;  you  will,  therefore,  knowing  this  determination,  make  your  difpofi- 
tions  accordingly;  exploring  every  place  between  Cook’s  River  and  Nootka,  particu- 
larly Crofs  Sound,  (which  is  fuppofed  to  communicate  with  the  bay  to  the  Northward  of 
Cape  Edgcombe)  and  all  along  the  coad  to  the  Southward  ; examining  the  feveral  bays 
and  iflands,  and  making  fuch  Hay  in  each  as  may  be  deemed  expedient;  endeavouring 
to  arrive  at  Nootka  by  the  HrH  day  of  September,  i 788,  where  you  will  await  my  arri- 
val in  Friendly  Cove, — a plan  of  which  I enclofe  you.  You  will  wait  for  me  till  the  fir  ft 
day  of  November;  when,  on  feeing  nothing  of  me,  on  that  day  you  will  make  the  bed  of 
your  way  to  the  Sandwich  IHands,  and  anchor  in  Wymeo  Bay,  in  the  iHand  of  Atooi; 
remaining  there  twelve  days ; when,  if  I do  not  arrive  during  that  interval,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  China,  and  follow  the  directions  I have  given  you; — leaving  a letter  with  Taheo, 
or  Abinui,  communicating  only  your  arrival  and  departure.  But  as  nothing  but  fome  ac- 
cident fhall  prevent  my  arrival  in  Nootka  by  the  time  appointed,  you  may  faithfully  ex- 
pert to  fee  me  there,  to  fettle  our  future  operations. 

As  one  of  the  veflels  is  to  remain,  and  the  other  return  to  China,  you  will  fee  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  thus  meeting,  in  order  that  one  veffel  may  put  her  cargo  on  board  of  that 
which  returns. 

In  your  examining  the  Northern  coaH,  you  will  recoiled!  Queen  Charlotte’s  IHands, 
in  550  North  latitude.  In  executing  this,  you  will  do  it  as  far  as  is  confident  with  your 
arrival  at  Nootka  by  the  firfl  of  September. 

I have  mentioned  before,  that  every  one  is  bound  by  the  articles  of  agreement,  not 
to  trade  for  the  mofl  trifling  article.  The  fulled  compliance  with  this  condition  is  expedted 
by  your  employers,  who  will  undoubtedly  avail  themfelves  of  the  penalty  a breach  of 
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it  will  incur.  But  as,  notwithftanding,  the  feamen  may  have  laid  in  iron  and  other 
articles  for  trade, — thinking  to  efcape  your  notice  and  vigilance, — I dired,  that,  at  a 
proper  time,  before  you  make  the  coaft  of  America,  you  fearch  the  veffel  carefully,  and 
take  into  your  poffeffion  every  article  that  can  ferve  for  trade, — allowing  the  owner  the  full 
value  for  it. 

In  addition  to  the  other  articles  of  commerce  mentioned,  you  will  bring  a fample  of  the 
different  ochres  the  natives  ufe  as  paint. 

Mufcle-pearl  is  in  great  abundance  to  the  Northward,  and  coral ; you  will  procure  as 
much  of  thefe  articles  as  you  can. 

As  it  appears  that  the  natives  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  take  advantage  of  weaknefs  or 
negligence,  it  is  neceffary  always  to  be  on  your  guard,  and  exert,  at  all  times,  the  utmoft 
vigilance  and  caution.  At  the  lame  time  I recommend  the  utmoft  forbearance,  where  it 
may  not  lower  you  in  their  opinion,  and  endanger  your  own  fafety.  Humanity  and  your 
own  intereft  demand  it. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  preferve  a breed  of  the  various  animals  put  on  board 
you  for  the  Sandwich  Hands. 

On  no  account  are  you  to  bring  away  any  of  the  natives  of  America  or  the  Sandwich 
Illands,  or  any  other  illands  you  may  difeover;  except  your  realons  are  fo  cogent  and 
ftrong,  as  will  enfure  you  the  countenance  of  your  employers. 

The  introdudion  of  woollens  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  could  it  be  done  amongft 
the  people  of  America: — at  all  times  ufe  your  endeavours  to  barter  with  them  for  fuch  as 
you  have  on  board.  The  great  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  your  country,  as  well  as 
credit  to  yourfelf,  will  make  you  attentive  to  this  point. 

As  there  is  a quantity  of  fpruce  on  board  your  fhip,  you  will,  when  you  fee  cccafion, 
make  it  into  beer,  and  ferve  it  out  to  your  crew;  which  will  be  a confiderable  faving  of 
your  fpirits; — as  thofe  two  articles  will  not  be  allowed  your  Hi  ip’s  company  together. 

Permit  me  to  add, — that  as  you  will  be  intitled  to  whatever  praife  may  be  due  to  your 
condud,  fo  you  will  alfo  bear  any  blame  which  may  arife  from  want  of  attention  to  your 
employers’  intereft.  And  you  will  protnife,  in  my  name,  that  thofe  who  diftinguifh  them- 
fdvesby  good  order,  fobriety,  and  exertion,  as  well  as  by  obedience  to  your  commands, 
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jhall  meet  with  an  adequate  reward*  either  by  promotion  in  their  prefent  employ,  or  by 
protection  and  recommendation,  fhould  they  leave  it. 

Recommending  unanimity  with  your  officers,  and  the  flriCteft  difcipline  towards  your 
lhip’s  company,— 

I remain.  Sir, 

Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  MEARES. 

Felice,  at  Sea,  February  2,  1788. 


N°  III. 

INSTRUCTIONS  to  explore  the  STRAITS  of  JOHN  DE  FUCA. 

To  Mr.  Robert  Duffin,  Firjl  Officer  of  the  Felice. 

S I R, 

YOU  will  proceed  with  the  long-boat  to  the  Southward  of  this 
port,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  natives  for  furs  ; for  which  purpofe  I have  put  under 
your  charge  fufficient  articles  of  commerce.  You  are  now  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  a trip  of  this  kind,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  give  you  any  inflruCtions  for 
the  conduCt  you  are  to  purfue. 

Trufling  intirely  to  your  difcretion,  I have  confiderable  hopes  that  you  will  prove 
fuccefsful,  as  you  vifit  the  numerous  villages  feated  along  the  fhore  leading  to  the  Straits 
of  John  De  Fuca.  You  will  enter  this  ftrait  as  far  as  you  find  any  inhabitants,  or  prof- 
peCt  of  furs ; and  as  we  had  an  hint  of  a diftant  nation  refiding  up  this  fea,  the  exploring 
of  it,  fo  as  not  to  retard  materially  your  courfe  to  the  Southward,  may  be  of  confequence; 
particularly  if  you  fhould  be  fortunate  enough  to  find  a harbour. 
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When  you  leave  this  ftraif,  you  will  touch  at  Tatootche’s  Ifland,  and  at  the  villages 
featcd  along  the  fhores  to  the  Southward. — I think  it  will  be  advifable  to  avoid 
Queenhithe. 

If  the  winds  and  weather  fhould  be  tolerable,  fo  as  to  permit  you  to  purfue  your  courfe 
to  the  bay  which  we  named  Shoal-water  Bay,  it  will  be  a particular  fatisfadtion,  if  only 
to  afcertain  the  exiftence  of  another  nation,  diftindt  from  that  of  Nootka  ; much  more  fo 
if  that  bay,  or  places  adjoining,  are  capable  of  receiving  flapping. 

As  it  is  impoffible  to  provide  againft  contingent  circumftances,  I therefore  leave  every 
other  matter  to  your  own  prudence. 

I recommend  to  you,  particularly,  to  be  conftantly  on  your  guard;  to  keep  your  arms 
dry  and  in  good  order,  and  at  nights  to  avoid  anchoring  in  the  vicinity  of  any  large  vil- 
lage or  populous  place  : — and,  I intreat  you,  above  all  things,  to  avoid  any  warfare  with 
the  natives  ; but  to  let  that  humanity,  good  faith,  and  fteady  line  of  conduct  which  has 
hitherto  guided  our  adtions,  be  the  leading  principles  of  your  mind  in  all  your  proceed- 
ings. Your  own  goodnefs  of  heart  will  not,  I truft,  permit  you  to  fandtion  any  depre- 
dations on  the  defencelefs  favage  nations  with  whom  you  may  have  intercourfe,,  by  any 
perfon  under  your  orders. 

You  will  take  poffeffion  of  this  ftrait,  and  the  lands  adjoining,  in  the  name  of  the 
King  and  Crown  of  Britain  ; and  inftill  into  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  that  you  will 
return  fhortly  to  fulfill  any  treaties  of  commerce  or  amity  that  you  may  make  with  them, 
and  for  which  you  have  my  authority. 

I beg  that  you  will  keep  a memorandum  of  your  proceedings,  take  fketches  of  the 
land,  and  make  other  proper  remarks. 

I propofe  waiting  in  this  port  until  your  return.  Should  any  unforefeen  accident, 
however,  oblige  me  to  leave  it,  you  will  proceed  to  Nootka,  and  join  me  there. 

Wifhin  g you  fuccefs, 

I remain.  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ME  A RES. 


Felice,  Port  Effingham,  July  13th,  1788. 
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N°  IV. 

COPY  of  Mr.  DUFFIN’s  JOURNAL. 

ON  the  13  th  of  July,  1788,  left  the  fhip,  with  the  long-boat, 
manned  and  armed,  bound  to  the  Southward,  to  trade  for  furs  and  explore  the  coaft.  At 
eight  A.  M.  came  to,  in  a-  fandy  bay,  at  a fmall  didance  from  the  fhip,  to  put  the  boat  to 
rights.  At  11  A.  M.  left  this  bay,  after  having  got  fome  victuals  cooked.  This  day,  or 
log,  contains  12  hours,  and  ends  at  noon. 

14 th. — Wind  from  the  South  Eaft  with  conftant  rains.  At  five  o’clock  came  to  In  a fandy 
bay  oppofite  to  the  village  of  Attah.  Came  along-fide,  a number  of  canoes  j but  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  furs  : — Bought  from  them  fome  hurft-fkins  and  a few  fifty,  for  beads. 
Thefe  people  behaved  very  civilly,  not  offering  to  commit  any  depredations  1 fired  a 
mnfketoon  at  fun-fet,  as  a fignal  for  the  natives  not  to  approach  the  boat  in  the  night. — • 
A.  M.  the  wind  Wefterly,  and  cloudy  weather  : at  five  o’clock  weighed,  and  run  to  the 
village,  and  lay  on  our  oars  till  8 o’clock.  Not  feeing  a (ingle  fkin,  thought  it  advifable 
to  proceed  to  the  Sound,  having  a favourable  wind.  Steered  Eaft  and  Eafl:  North  Eaft 
along  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a mile.  This  coaft,  in  general,  to  a 
village  called  Nittee  Natt/affords  a very  pleafant  profpedt : — is  moftly  a fandy  beach,  but 
no  foundings  with  20  fathoms,  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  fhore.  There  are  alfo  a 
number  of  water-falls,  and  the  furf  breaks  very  high  all  along  the  coaft,  which  lies  Eaft 
and  Weft,  per  compafs.  At  noon  a pleafant  breeze  and  cloudy  weather.  The  point  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  John  De  Fuca’s  fea,  which  I call  Point  Entrance,  Eaft  by  South  j 
Tatootche’s  Ifland  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  off  the  former  four  leagues,  and  from  the  latter 
ten  leagues — latitude  obferved  48°  3s1 * * * * * 7  North. 

1 $th — Pleafant  breezes  from  the  Weftward,  and  clear  weather.  At  half  paft  one  P.  M. 
run  into  a fmall  fandy  bay,  feeing  two  or  three  houfes  there,  and  came  to ; upon  which 

all  the  natives  quitted  the  place,  they  being  only  fifliermen,  taking  their  fifh  with  them. 

Seeing  no  probability  of  getting  any  furs  here,  I weighed  and  ran  out  again,  and  came 

to  off  the  village  of  Nittee  Natt,  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  fhore  ; attempted  to  enter  a 

rivulet  there,  but  found  too  great  a furf  on  the  bar  to  approach,  fo  ran  out  and  came  to 

anchor  in  10  fathoms,  fand  ; Point  Entrance  bearing  South  by  Eaft — the  village  now  off 

half  a mile  ; came  along-fide  the  chief,  named  Kiffan  5 latitude  at  noon  48°  34'  North. 
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16 tb — Pleafant  weather,  wind  Northerly,  at  fix  P.  M.  weighed,  having  purchafed 
feveral  fkins,  ran  into  a fandy  bay,  or  rather  cove,  where  there  was  a village,  two  canoes 
in  company  decoying  us  in,  when,  immediately  on  our  approaching  the  fhore,  the  na- 
tives aftembled  on  the  beach  with  fpears,  bludgeons,  bows  and  arrows,  &c.  making  at 
the  fame  time  a difmal  howling,  ufing  threatening  poftures,  which  I thought  was  to 
prevent  us  from  landing,  but  I was  mistaken,  for  I had  a fhower  of  arrows  thrown  roun^ 
the  boat,  from  a rock  at  a fmall  diftance  from  us,  but  luckily  none  hurt  us;  fevera  1 
fell  on  the  boat’s  awning,  but  did  not  penetrate  through,  upon  which  I found  myfelf 
under  the  necefiity  of  firing  at  them,  but  was  at  too  great  a diftance  to  do  execution. 
They  then  began  to  launch  feveral  large  canoes,  with  a number  of  fpears,  See.  oil 
which,  I difehargea  a muiketoon  at  one  of  them,  but,  I believe,  did  not  wound  any 
one.  However,  they  immediately  left  her,  and  ran  howling  into  the  woods;  I then 
faw  a man  come  running  down  to  the  beach  with  a half-pike,  which  they  had  found 
means  to  take  out  of  the  boat,  unknown  to  us  ; I then  perceived  that  was  the  reafon  of 
their  committing  hoftilities,  being  defirous  cf  retaining  what  they  had  ftolen.  Upon  my 
receiving  the  half-pike  hoftilities  ceafed.  I hope  there  arc  none  of  them  killed,  though, 
at  the  fame  time,  they  very  richly  deferved  it.  Weighed  and  run  out,  feeing  no  likeli- 
hood of  getting  any  furs.  Steered  Eaft  along  the  coaft,  and  palled  Point  Entrance  at  the 
diftance  of  half  a mile.  At  half  paft  feven  o’clock,  feveral  rocks  lying  off,  and  the  furf 
beating  very  high,  at  ten  P.  M.  came  to  in  eleven  fathoms;  coral  rocks.  Calm  all  the- 
night  ; the  water  very  fmooth.  At  day-light  we  found  ourfelves  a-breaft  a fmall  village: 
feveral  canoes  came  off,  but  no  appearance  of  any  furs.  The  people  faid  they  were  all 
fubjedt  to  Wicananifh  ; — behaved  very  civilly  : — bought  from  them  fome  fifh.  At  feven 
o’clock  weighed,  and  rowed  to  the  Eaft  up  the  ftraits,  it  being  calm.  At  nine  o’clock, 
fprung  up  a light  breeze  from  the  Southward.  This  coaft  lies  due  Eaft  and  Weft,  per 
compafs. — Coafted  along  fhorc  at  the  diftance  of  half  a mile  : foundings  eleven  fathoms ; 
feveral  places  no  ground  at  twenty  fathoms. — This  coaft  is  entirely  a bed  of  rocks.  At 
half  paft  eleven  A.  M.  faw  the  entrance  of  a deep  bay  ; entered  ditto  at  noon,  it  pro- 
ofing very  fair  for  a harbour. — Latitude  obferved,  4S0  2 North. 

jy th. At  two  P.  Ad.  came  to  in  a fmall  cove  in  three  and  three  quarters  fathoms,  clofe 

to  the  rocks.  Regular  foundings  along  the  bay,  from  fifteen  to  four  fathoms,  half  a 
mile  from  the  fhore.  This  is  an  excellent  harbour  for  veffels  of  about  100  or  150  tons  ; 
but  not  water  enough  over  the  bar  for  a larger  one,  there  being  only  two  fathoms  at  high 
water,  and  the  tide  flows  eighteen  feet.  The  bay  is  a very  fafe  place  for  a fhip  to  ride  in 
the  fummer  months:— no  wind  can  hurt  her  except  at  South  Eaft,  and  then  the  bay  being 
very  deep,  there  cannot  be  much  fea.  It  is  alfo  good  holding  ground,  being  a muddy 
and  fandy  bottom.  The  people  here  all  claim  Tatootche  for  their  chief.  They  appear- 
ed, to  us,  to  be  a bold,  daring  fet  of  fellows ; but  not  being  near  any  of  their  villages, 

c I was 


APPENDIX. 

I was  under  no  apprehenfions.  At  feven  A.  M.  came  along-ude  the  boat  feveral  canoe1?, 
with  a great  number  of  men  in  each.  Several  of  the  people  attempted  to  come  into  the 
boat ; I,  at  the  fame  time,  defiring  them  to  keep  out,  not  permitting  any  of  them  to 
come  in;  neither  did  any  of  the  people  in  the  boat  fay,  or  offer  to  do  any  thing  to  them. 
One  of  the  canoes  put  off  a little  from  the  boat ; when  one  of  the  lavages  in  her  took  up 
a fpear  pointed  with  mufcle-fhell,  and  fixed  it  to  a ftaff  with  a cord  made  fail  to  it,  at  the 
fame  time  putting  himfelf  in  a poilure  of  throwing  it,  and  lignifying,  by  his  gehures, 
that  he  would  kill  me  : I,  at  that  time,  took  no  notice  of  him,  not  thinking  him  lerious. 
Upon  infpedting,  however,  their  canoes,  I found  them  all  armed  with  fpears,  bludgeons, 
and  bows  and  arrows;  I alfo  perceived  a number  of  armed  people  amongft  the  trees  on  fhore, 
oppofite  the  boat:  I then  found  they  meant  to  take  the  boat;  upon  which,  I ordered  the  peo- 
ple to  get  their  arms  ready,  and  be  on  their  guard,  and  narrowly  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
man  with  the  fpear,  and  if  he  attempted  to  heave  it,  to  fhoot  him.  The  words  were  fcarce 
uttered,  when  I fawthe  fpear  juft  coming  out  of  his  hand  at  Robert  Davidfon,  quarter-maf- 
ter  and  cockfwain  ; on  which  I ordered  them  to  fire, — which  one  perfon  did,  and  killed  the 
man  with  the  fpear  on  the  fpot,  the  ball  going  through  his  head.  The  reft  of  the  people 
jumped  overboard, and  all  the  other  canoes  paddled  away.  We  in  handy  had  a fhower  of 
arrows  poured  on  us  from  the  fhore  ; upon  which  a conftant  fire  was  kept  on  them,  but  with 
no  effedl,  they  flackering  themfelves  behind  large  trees.  I was  wounded  in  the  head  with 
an  arrow  immediately  as  the  man  fell.  We  weighed  anchor,  and  pulled  out  with  two  oars, 
keeping  the  reft  of  the  people  at  the  arms..  We  found  the  fhore  on  both  fides  lined  with 
people,  armed  with  fpears,  (tones,  & c.  fo  that  it  appeared  plainly  their  intent  was  to  take  the 
boat.  A great  quantity  of  arrows  and  Hones  came  into  the  boat,  but  fortunately  none 
were  wounded  mortally-  Peter  Salatrafs,  an  Italian,  had  an  arrow  flic  kins:  in  his  leo-  all 
the  time  till  we  got  clear  of  them,  not  being  able  to  pull  it  out  without  laying  open  tire 
leg,  the  arrow  being  bearded,  and  with  two  prongs  ; I was  obliged  lo  cut  his  leg  opera  ts 
get  it  out,  as  it  had  penetrated  three  inches.  The  Chinaman  was  alfo  wounded  in  the 
fide,  and  another  feaman  received  an  arrow  near  his  heart.  As  foo'n  as  we  got  clear  of 
them,  we  made  fail,  and  turned  out  of  the  bay. — Soundings  as  regular  as- coming  in: — 
the  wind  Wefterly.  Stood  over  to  the  other  fhore,  meaning  immediately  to  return  to 
the  {hip,  as  I found  the  natives  intircly  bent  on  mifehief,  and  that  we  could  not, proceed 
along  the  coall  with  fafety  and  without  endangering  our  lives  r — X alfo.  found  my  head 
very  fore,  the  arrow  having  penetrated  into  my  fkull,.  and  would  certainly  have-killed 
me,  had  it  not  been  for  my  hat,  which  broke  its  force.  At  noon,  pleafant  breezes  and 
clear  weather;  Tatootche’s  Eland  South  Well.  This  place  obtained  the  name  of  Port 
Hawkefbury,  and  the  other  bay  I called  Hoftiliry  Bay., 
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i3 th. — Pleafant  weather j wind  South  South  Weft.  At  four  P.  M.  tacked  off  the 
South  fhore,  four  miles,  and  flood  over  to  the  North  fhore  of  the  Straits.  At  feven 
o’clock  tacked  again  off  fhore,  half  a mile:  at  fun-fet  the  entrance  of  Port  Hawkefbury 
North  by  Eaft,  Tatootche’s  Ifland  South  ; Point  Entrance  Weft  South  Weft,  off  the 
latter  eight  leagues,  and  from  the  former  three  leagues.  Steered  during  the  night  North 
.Weft  by  Weft,  and  Weft  North  Weft,  with  a pleafant  breeze  and  foggy  weather,  and 
returned  to  the  fhip . 


(Copy)  ROBERT  DUFFIN. 


N°  V. 

Mr.  MEARES’s  INSTRUCTIONS  to  Capt.  DOUGLASS,  on  leaving  the 

AMERICAN  COAST. 

To  Capt.  William  Douglass,  commanding  the  Iphigenia. 

s i R, 

AS  I mean  to  proceed,  immediately  on  the  launch  of  the  North- 
Weft  America,  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  from  thence  to  China, — the  whole  charge 
of  the  Iphigenia  and  North-Weft  America,  will  confequently  devolve  on  you. 

Though  I entertain  the  higheft  opinion  of  your  capacity  to  conduct  fo  weighty  a 
charge,  yet,  neverthelefs,  I think  it  neceffary  to  point  out  the  route  you  are  to  purfue 
after  I feparate  from  you.  I have  no  doubt  of  your  ability  to  put  into  execution  any 
meafure  or  plan  for  the  benefit  of  your  employers : and  as  you  have  already  given  a con- 
vincing proof  of  this  in  your  late  voyage,  fo  in  the  adtive  feene  that  I am  about  to  lay 
before  you,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  your  diligence  and  caution  will  be  redoubled,  to 
bring  your  future  voyage  to  a happy  conclufion.  I take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  this, 
as  it  will  require  yourutmoft  attention,  your  utmoft  application  and  perfeverance,  to  put 
into  execution  fuch  plans  as  I fhall  lay  down  for  the  benefit  of  your  employers.  As  I 
place  before  you  an  extenfive  field  to  employ  your  abilities  in,  I am  well  allured  thir 
you  will  take  advantage  of  this  circumftance,  and  fhew  the  world,  that  in  my  opinion  of 
you,  I have  not  been  miftaken. 
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In  order  to  put  every  means  in  your  power  that  I can  to  enfure  fuccefs,  I have  fun- 
plied  you  with  every  fpecies  of  ftores  on  board  the  Felice:—- Yet,  neverthelefs,  from  the 
fcantinefs  of  the  fupply, — though  all  I am  enabled  to  give  you,— you  will  have  difficul- 
ties to  conquer,  which  I forefee  will  require  all  your  vigilance  to  provide  againft.  The 
material  fupplies  which  I have  given  you  of  flower  and  bread,  will,  I flatter  mvfelf,  be 
of  eflential  confequences,  when  added  to  thofe  that  you  will  receive  at  the  Sandwich 
Iflands.  You  will  there  fait  down  your  pork;  in  performing  which,  I recommend  to 
you  to  be  particularly  careful,  following  the  method  which  Captain  Cook  directs;  as  by 
not  obferving  this.  Captain  Colnett,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  loft  the  greateft  part  of  his 
provifions  before  he  reached  the  latitude  of  30°  North,  on  his  proceeding  to  the  coaft 
of  America.  For  this  purpofe  I have  given  you  every  cafk  in  my  fhip,  except  the 
ground  tier.  The  next  objedtof  your  attention  will  be  vegetables,  particularly  the  yam; 
of  thofe  you  will  obtain  fuch  a quantity,  as  I truft  will  prove  a great  refrefhment,  even 
on  the  American  Coaft.  During  the  time  you  are  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  I recommend 
your  ferving  no  bread;  as  the  abundance  and  variety  of  vegetables  will  render  it  need- 
lefs ; and  fuch  a faving,  in  your  prefent  ftate,  will  tend  materially  to  the  fuccefs  of  your 
voyage.  I recommend  the  fame  precaution  in  refpedt  to  your  flower. 

As  your  flock  of  liquors  is  entirely  exhaufted,  and  having  none  to  fupply  you  with,  in 
lieu  thereof  I have  fent  you  all  the  eflence  of  fpruce  in  my  poffeffion,  as  alfo  melafles, 
in  order  to  make  beer.  You  will  ufe  this  fupply  at  your  pleafure;  and  as  there  will  not 
be  melafles  fufficient,  I recommend  to  you  trying  at  the  iflands  the  experiment  of  boil- 
ing down  fugar-cane;  of  which.  Captain  Cook  made  a pleafant  and  agreeable  beer  for 
his  crew:  but  if  you  can  effedt  making  a fyrup,  it  muff  be  particularly  grateful  to  your 
people  with  tea,  as  I have  no  fugar  to  fupply  you  with,  and  your  own  is  entirely  gone. 
You  will  try  the  poffibility  of  diftilling  rum;  for  which  purpofe  I fend  you  a Hill  and 
copper.  If  thefe  points  are  happily  effedled,  you  will  find  yourfelf  poflefled  of  the  re- 
fources  to  put  into  execution  the  plan  that  I place  before  you.  At  all  events,  I have  the 
flrongefl  reliance  on  your  being  able  to  conquer  every  difficulty. 

From  the  information  which  I have  received  from  the  Princefs  Royal,  I think  it  necef- 
fary  to  warn  you  of  the  dangers  attending  your  flay  at  thofe  iflands;  where  a crew,  immerfed 
in  pleafure,  may  become  but  too  eafy  a prey  to  fo  daring  and  refolute  a fet  of  people. — ■ 
Your  judgment  will  point  out  to  you  to  draw  your  principal  refources  of  provifions  from 
Owyhee,  the  windward  ifle.  The  danger  of  anchoring  here,  from  the  multitude  of  peo- 
ple, is  but  too  evident.  With  the  bay  of  Mowee  you  are  acquainted  : — Here  I would  re- 
commend you  to  anchor,  if  a fpot  free  from  coral  rocks  can  be  found.  For  though 
Titerree  is  fovereign  of  Mowee,  Morotoi,  and  the  adjacent  illes,  yet  the  fadtions  fub- 
fifting  between  the  lefler  chiefs,  will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  their  combining  to 
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commit  hoftilities  on  you.  The  diftance  alfo  you  lie  from  the  ftiore  of  this  ifland,  will, 
in  feme  meafure,  tend  to  your  fecurity ; and  amongft  the  whole  group  of  thofe  iflands, 
I know  no  place  fo  eligible,  provided  good  anchoring-ground  can  be  found.  When  the 
trade-wind  blows,  it  comes  down  in  refrefhing  breezes  from  the  fummits  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  meliorates  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun, — every  where  fo  pernicious.  If  the 
trade-wind  ceafes,  and  the  North-Weft  winds  blow,  you  have  feveral  large  and  capacious 
channels  to  put  to  lea  through,  and  the  danger  of  a lee-lhore  is  removed: — and  permit 
me  to  obferve,  that  this  is  the  only  ftation  you  can  occupy  amongft  thefe  iflands,  where 
this  danger  is  to  be  avoided;  and  it  is  a danger  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  I muft  entreat 
you,  the  moment  you  fee  it  blacken  in  the  North-Weft,  to  put  inftantly  to  fea,  as  the 
only  means  of  fafety. 

The  favage  fiercenefs  of  the  people  of  Wahoo,  will,  I fhould  fuppofe,  render  your 
ftay  at  that  ifland  very  fhort.  The  populoufnefs  of  Atooi  may  deter  you  from  making 
any  long  ftay  in  Wymeo  Bay: — You  will  therefore  finally  clofe  your  route  at  Onehow, 
where  I truft  you  will  guard  carefully  againft  the  art  and  cunning  of  Taheo  and  Abinui, 
for  I think  them  dreadful,  mercenary,  artful  villains.  As  they  attempted  to  poifon  the 
crews  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Princefs  Royal,  you  will  guard  againft  fuch  a diabolical 
defign,  by  infpedting  the  cocoa-nuts,  yams,  water,  &c.  making  the  feller  tafte  each* 
From  Tianna  we  have  a full  knowledge  of  the  extreme  fubtilty  of  a poifon  in  their  pof- 
feffion,  which  operates  inftantaneoufiy  on  the  vital  powers.  Should  you  difeover  fuch 
an  attempt,  I recommend  to  you  to  feize  thofe  concerned ; and  as  a tranfadlion  of  thi* 
nature  cannot  take  place  without  the  knowledge  of  Taheo  and  Abinui,  fuch  wickednefs 
ought  to  be  made  an  example  of.  The  commerce  that  the  natives  of  Atooi  have  had 
with  Europeans,  has  operated  fo  much  on  their  natures,  that  too  much  caution  or  vigi- 
lance cannot  be  exerted. 

On  no  account  fufifer  more  than  one  or  two  on  your  decks  at  a time.  Keep  people 
conftantly  in  your  tops,  with  arms  ready,  your  guns  loaded  and  primed;,  and  never  per- 
mit the  natives  to  fwim  about  the  fhip;  or,  moft  afturedly,  you  will  have  your  ca- 
bles cut. 

Itruft  that  you  will  procure  a good  fupply  of  cordage;  and  I fliould  imagine  that  the 
mats,  cloth,  &c.  might  be  held  in  as  much  requeft  on  the  Northern  ftation  of  America, 
as  they  are  on  the  Southern; — you  wi-11  therefore  purchafe  as  many  as  you  think  proper 
for  the  American  market. 

I have  great  hopes  that  Tianna  will  be  of  confiderable  fervice  to  you. — To  this  chief 
I recommend  you  to  be  particularly  attentive.  The  placing  him  agreeable  to  his  wiflies., 
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cither  on  Owyhee,  with  his  relation  Tome  Tomy  Haw,  the  fovereign  of  that  ifland 
and  Atooi,  or  with  his  brother  Nawmity  Haw  and  family,  on  the  latter  ifland,  is  a point 
that  I feel  myfelf  extremely  interefted  in.  Whatever  Tianna’s  ambition  may  be  on 
feeing  himfelf  fo  powerfully  fupported,  yet  we  mull  not  lofe  fight  of  prudence  in  fet* 
ding  our  friend;  and  we  fhall  prove  his  trueft  and  moll  faithful  one’s,  in  placing  him 
exactly  in  the  ftation  we  took  him  from.  We  mull  therefore  not  let  his  ambition  ftimu- 
late  us  on  the  one  hand,  nor  our  own  defires  on  the  other,  to  raife  our  friend  to  a ftation 
ever  envied  amongft  mankind.  Through  the  generofity  of  Mr.  Cox,  he  returns  un- 
boundedly rich  to  the  circle  of  his  friends.  Though  greatly  deferving  in  himfelf,  yet 
the  line  of  prudence  mull  not  be  paffed;  and  the  example  of  Omai  fhews  us  the  danger 
attending  the  fmiles  of  fortune,  even  amongft  favage  tribes.  Independent  of  any  other 
confideration,  a fruitlefs  conteft  might,  be  entered  into,  which  might  eventually,  be 
extremely  detrimental.  You  will  therefore  difmifs  him  with  fuch  prefents,  in  addition 
to  what  he  has,  as  you  may  think  proper  to  confer  on  him;  and  as  you  know  his  lan- 
guage fo  well,  I entreat  you  to  meet  his  ideas  of  happinefs  as  far  as  prudence  permits, 
or  circumftances  put  it  in  your  power. 

The  ifland  of  Onehow  furnifties  the  pearl-oyfter.  You  will  endeavour  to  make  Tianna 
fenfible  of  the  treafures  they  contain,  and  the  importance  of  them  to  us;  and  I have  hopes, 
that  during  your  ftay  you  willfully  afcertain  this  point. 

If  you  think  proper  to  feek  the  new  difcovered  ifland,  faid  to  lie  to  the  North  Weft  of 
Atooi,  you  will  in  this,  as  in  every  other  point,  be  guided  by  your  judgment. 

As  foon  as  the  America  is  launched,  I ftiall  proceed  on  my  voyage  to  China,  when  you 
will  take  on  you  the  direction  of  future  operations.  As  you  have  now  fo  fcanty  a fupply 
of  fait  provifions  on  board,  and  the  obtaining  fifh  being  very  precarious,  I recommend  to 
you  to  make  the  belt  of  your  way  to  the  Sandwich  Illands,  as  foon  as  the  America  is  ready 
for  fea: — but  in  this  you  will  be  directed  by  your  judgment,  and  the  fupplies  of  fifli. 
Should  you  procure  enough  of  this  article  to  permit  you  to  remain  on  the  coaft  till  the 
end  of  October, — to  employ  this  time  to  advantage,  I recommend  to  you  to  fteer  to  the 
latitude  46°  North,  and  trace  as  much  of  the  coaft  between  46°  and  40°  as  you  can ; as  this 
month  is  efteemed  tolerably  good.  You  mav  fortunately,  by  exploring  this  part  of  the 
coaft,  light  on  fome  new  tribes,  which  I have  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  imagine  inhabit  thefe 
parts.  I have  a knowledge  that  the  Spaniards  obtained  a prodigious  number  of  otter- 
fkins,  which  were  brought  to  Manilla  in  the  Galleons,  and  from  thence  to  China,  where  I 
faw  them.  Iam  morally  certain  that  they  were  not  procured  to  the  Northward  of  46°, 
as  no  where  did  I meet  with  an  atom  of  the  manufactures  of  Spain,  either  iron  or  copper. 
This  portion  of  America  is  now  all  that  remains  to  be  known  to  us;  and  fo  fortunate  a 
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moment  may  be  feized  to  acquire  a competent  knowledge  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  as  will 
either  determine  us  in  future  to  give  up  this  Southern  portion  of  the  continent,  as  unpro- 
ductive of  mercantile  advantages,  or  feek  the  fea-otter  in  thefe  parts.  It  becomes  a 
queftion,  where  did  the  Spaniards  procure  thefe  {kins  ? And  this  point  I hope  you  will  be 
able  to  clear  up,  fo  as,  next  year,  to  enable  us  to  take  advantage  of  any  difcovery  you  may 
make.  I ever  meant,  at  fome  future  period,  to  trace  this  part  of  the  coaft.  The  necef- 
fity,  however,  of  my  immediately  proceeding  to  China,  will  prevent  any  expedition  of 
this  kind  on  my  part;  and  your  having  the  North  Weft  America  to  affift  you,  will,  I truft, 
enable  you  to  perform  it  effectually,  Ihould  you  determine  to  fpend  the  month  of  October 
on  the  coaft: — But  I leave  this  point  to  be  determined  by  your  own  judgment  and  con- 
current circumftances. 

The  knowledge  we  have  now  obtained  of  the  coaft  of  America,  and  of  the  periodical 
winds  and  leafons,  gives  us  an  advantage  over  all  competitors.  The  years  1790  and 
1791  bid  fair  to  be  the  moft  productive  that  we  may  ever  meet  with.  Having  thefe  flat- 
tering profpe&s  before  us,  our  exertions  muft  be  redoubled,  effectually  to  fweep  the  coaft 
before  any  veflel  can  arrive  from  England.  In  order  to  accomplifli  this,  you  will  leave  the 
Sandwich  Iflands  as  early  as  poflible  in  the  year  1789;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  for  fear  of 
accidents,  or  reparation,  give  your  orders  to  Mr.  Funter,  that  he  may  proceed,  and  put 
his  part  of  the  plan  of  operations  into  execution. 

The  Northern  diftrid  of  the  continent,  I leave  to  you  and  the  America;  the  Southern 
flation  1 ftiall  occupy  myfelf, from  China;  and  lam  not  without  hopes,  that  by  the  firft  of 
May,  1789,  I ftiall  reach  the  coaft.  I then  fliall  proceed  as  circumftances  arife: — but  let 
me  range  which  way  I will  to  the  Southward,  I {hall  not  attempt  to  go  to  the  Northward 
of  Nootka.  On  your  parr,  I have  no  doubt  of  your  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  America  fome 
time  about  the  firft  of  April,  17S9.  By  this  time  the  monfoon  will  be  fet  in,  which,  ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  blows  clofe  home  to  the  American  fhore.  Therefore,  to  embrace 
the  advantages  which  the  monfoon  offers,  inftead  of  going  immediately  to  Prince 
William’s  Sound,  as  others  have  done,  I recommend  you  to  make  the  coaft  to  the  South- 
ward : and  as  you  have  the  credit  of  difeovering  the  Great  Ifland,  the  North-weft  fide  of 
which,  comprehending  nearly  four  degrees  of  latitude,  is  entirely  undifeovered;  I there- 
fore recommend  your  making  Cape  Saint  James,  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  Great 
Ifland,  as  the  firft  point  on  the  continent  ot  America. 

Should  you  find  yourfelf  retarded  by  the  North  Weft  America’s  being  a bad  failer,  you 
will  proceed  fingly'to  the  coaff,  leaving  her  to  follow  at  leifure,  to  put  into  execution 
your  inftru&ions;  but  this  being  a very  unlikely  circumftance,  as  you  will  probably  find 
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her  a prime  failer, — in  that  cafe,  \ on  . ill  , roceed  in  company  to  the  Coaft,  until  you  make 
Cape  Saint  James ; when  fhe  wili  immediately  feparate  from  you. 

As  you  fleer  along  the  North-weft  fide  of  the  Great  Ifland,  you  will  explore  it  minute- 
ly, to  the  height  of  540  North;  where  refides  a chief,  whofe  diftridt  is  large,  and  where 
Captain  Dixon  procured,  in  a few  hours,  two  hundred  cloaks,  or  fix  hundred  fkins.  Be- 
tween this  Chief’s  refidence  and  Cape  Saint  James,  is  a track  of  coaft  unexplored  ; and  we 
may  not,  perhaps,  vainly  flatter  ourfelves,  if  we  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch  an  extent  of  country 
there  refide  many  chiefs  and  numerous  inhabitants.  The  monfoon  will  gradually  blow 
you  along  this  coaft;  and  as  you  will  have  time  and  the  feafon  before  you,  you  will  ex- 
plore it  thoroughly.  Having  performed  this  point,  from  which  great  advantages  may  be 
expedited,  you  will,  of  courfe,  proceed  to  Otter  Sound,  and  the  bay  to  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  give  my  name.  From  hence  you  will  proceed  gradually  to  Prince 
William’s  Sound,  vifiting  the  various  places  on  the  coaft  where  you  have  already  been, 
and  with  which  you  are  now  fo  well  acquainted,  particularly  Crofs  Sound,  which  appears 
to  be  of  fuperior  importance.  In  purfuing  this  track, 'I  recommend  your  arriving  there 
by  the  twentieth  of  May;  where  I think  you  ought  to  remain  till  thefirft  of  June,  in  order 
to  draw',  if  poffible,  fomething  from  Cook’s  River;  to  which  place  I would  by  no  means 
have  you  go,  as  it  is  now  totally  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Ruffians : proceeding  there 
would  only  be  a wafte  of  valuable  time.  On  the  firft  of  June,  therefore,  you  will  leave 
the  Sound,  and  again  proceed  to  the  Southward,  retracing  your  old  ftations,  (colledting 
the  furs  as  they  are  procured),  until  you  arrive  at  the  place  you  have  appointed  to  meet 
the  America.  That  period,  I beg  may  not  be  later  than  the  firft  of  Auguft,  r/89. 

As  there  isfufficient  fcope  to  employ  the  N.  W.  America  between  the  latitudes  of  50° 
and  450  30'  North,  fo  in  this  ftation  muft  fhe  be  occupied.  Therefore  let  your  orders  to 
Mr.  Funter  be  clear  and  explicit.  When  you  feparate  at  Cape  Saint  James,  he  will  pro- 
ceed into  the  Great  Channel,  and  fleer  up  the  North-eaft  fide  of  the  Great  Ifland,  as  hio-fi 
as  540  30'  North;  and  be  employed  alternately  between  the  ifland  and  the  main-land  of 
America;  a plan  of  which  is  now  in  your  pofleflion,  as  well  as  information  of  the  various 
chiefs,  and  their  places  of  refidence  : — the  paper  of  intelligence  refpedling  this,  which  I 
fortunately  procured,  accompanies  thefe  inftrudtions ; a copy  of  which  you  will  give  Mr. 
Funter,  with  a ftridt  charge  not  to  proceed  to  the  North  Weft  fide  of  the  Great  Ifiand, ex- 
cept in  your  progrefs  you  fee  occafion  to  diredt  him.  The  N.  W.  America  is  fo  admirablv 
adapted  for  this  ftation,  that  we  cannot  but  congratulate  ourfelves  on  building  fuch  a 
veflel.  When  the  winds  blow  hard  from  the  Great  Ifland,  fhe  has  but  to  leek  flielter  on 
the  American  fhore,  amongft  the  many  bays  and  harbours  that  are  there,  where  refide 
numerous  inhabitants.  When  he  is  driven  from  this  ftation  by  ftrong  winds,  the  Eaftern 
ftiores  of  the  Great  Ifland  afford  a certain  afylum, — particularly  the  harbour  of  Port 
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Royal.  Thus  will  {he  be  employed  until  the  period  that  you  appoint  for  the  rendezvous 
arrives;  which,  I truft,  will  be  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft.  By  this  time  lhe  wall 
have  traverfed  repeatedly  the  head  of  the  Great  Ifland, — the  North-eaftern  fhore  of  the 
fame, — and  all  the  main  continent  from  50*  30'  North,  to  540  30'  North.  Thus  every 
inch  of  ground  between  Prince  William’s  Sound  and  Nootka  will  be  occupied  and  repeat- 
edly traverfed,  except  the  North  Weft  fide  of  the  Great  Ifland ; and  as  here  again  you  may 
expeCt  a further  fupply  fince  you  left  it,  I leave  it  entirely  to  your  option  and  diferetion  to 
permit  the  N.  W.  America  to  run  down  this  ftation,  on  her  way  to  join  me  at  Nootka. 

When  you  meet  at  the  time  appointed,  you  will  write  me  fully  of  your  proceedings; 
and  you  will  proceed  with  the  Iphigenia,  with  all  difpatch,  to  Mednoi,  or  Copper  Ifland; 
where  I truft  you  will  arrive  by  the  tenth  of  September,  or  at  lead  before  the  North-wefters 
fet  in. 

In  performing  this  part  of  your  inftrudtions,  I leave  you  to  a<ft  at  diferetion,  and  as  cir- 
cumftances  arife.  You  may  meet  with,  or  hear  of  other  {hips  being  on  your  ftation,  with 
■whom  you  will  have  to  contend;  or  other  material  circumftances,  which  may  make  a 
deviation  from  thefe  orders  neceflfary.  I therefore  here  leave  you  entirely  free;  as  I muft 
repeat,  I do  alfo  in  every  other  refpedt.  I have  pointed  out  the  objedt  of  Copper  Ifland ; and 
no  feafon  appears  fo  favourable  to  put  a vifit  to  it  in  execution  as  the  month  of  Auguft;  by 
which  period,  I truft,  both  you  and  the  N.  W.  America  will  have  fwept  the  Northern 
ftation  effedtually;  at  leaft,  what  remains  to  be  done,  you  will  order  Mr.  Funter  to  per- 
forin previous  to  his  joining  me  at  Nootka;  at  which  place  I fihall  await  his  arrival  until 
the  20th  day  of  November,  1789;  when  feeing  nothing  of  him,  on  that  day  I {hall  pro- 
ceed to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  wait  your  and  his  arrival  in  Wymeo  Bay,  on  the  ifland 
of  Atooi;  or  at  the  anchoring-ground,  the  ifland  of  Onehow,  until  the  fir.ft  day  of 
January,  1790;  when,  neither  you  nor  the  N.  W.  America  arriving,  I {hall  conclude  that 
fome  fatal  accident  has  happened,  and  make  the  beft  of  my  way  to  China.  This  period 
leaves  fufficient  time  for  the  completion  of  all  operations ; yet  1 hope  that  the  Iphigenia  and 
N.  W.  America  will  reach  the  iflands  by  the  firft  of  December,  1789. 

I here  leave  difcretional  powers  with  you;  fearful  of  circumftances  nrifing  which 
no  human  forefight  can  guard  againft.  You  will  perceive  how  much  I rely  on  your 
judgment  and  abilities. 

Favourable  winds  may  permit  you  to  reach  Copperlfland  by  the  1 ft  of  September;  when 
you  will  explore  the  ifland,  and  endeavour  to  find  a place  of  fhelier  againft  ti  e approach- 
ing equinoctial, — ever  to  be  dreaded  in  high  Northern  latitudes.  If  the  copper-ore  is  in 
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huge  mafles,  you  muft  blow  them  up  with  powder,  and  lade  on  board  as  much  as  you 
can,  with  fafety  to  yourlhip;  and  alfo  of  fandel-wood,  or  of  any  other  fweet-fcented 
wood  that  you  may  find.  Having  performed  this,  you  will  embrace  the  Northerly  winds, 
which  by  this  time  will  be  fet  in,  and  proceed  dired  to  join  me  at  the  Sandwich  Ifles, 
as  before  inftru&ed; — when  the  future  operations  will  be  adjufted  for  the  returning  Ihip 
to  proceed  to  China- 

Wifhing  you  health  and  fuccefs*. 


Felice,  Friendly  Cave,  in  King  George's  Sound, 
September  20,  1788. 


I remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

J.  M E A R E S. 
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COPY  OF  THE  MEMORIAL 

Frefented  to  The  House  of  Commons,  May  13,  1790: — Containing  every 

Particular  refpehilng  the  Capture  of  the  VeJJels  In  Nootka  Soun  d. 

fT'HE  Memorial  of  John  Meares,  Lieutenant  in  his  Majefty’s  Navy,  mod  humbly 
fheweth, — That  early  in  the  year  1786,  certain  merchants  refiding  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  and  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  Company,  defirous  of  opening  a trade 
with  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America,  for  fupplying  the  Chinefe  market  with  furs  and 
glnfeng,  communicated  fuch  defign  to  Sir  John  Macpherfon,  the  governor-general  of 
India,  who  not  only  approved  of  the  plan,  but  joined  in  the  fubfcription  for  its  execu- 
tion; and  two  veffels  were  accordingly  purchafed,  and  placed  under  the  orders  and  com- 
mand of  your  Memorialift. 

That  in  the  month  of  March  your  Memorialift  difpatehed  one  of  the  faid  veffels, 
which  he  named  The  Sea  Otter,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Tipping,  to  Prince  Wil- 
liam’s Sound,  and  followed  her  in  the  other  Ihip,  which  he  named  The  Nootka. 

That  on  your  Memorialift’s  arrival  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, he  found  the  Sea  Otter  had  left  that  place  a few  days  before  ; and,  from  intel- 
ligence he  has  fince  received,  the  fhip  was  foon  after  unfortunately  loft  off  the  coaft  of 
Kamtfchatka. 

That  your  Memorialift  remained  in  Prince  William’s  Sound  the  whole  of  the  winter ; 
in  the  courfe  of  which  time  he  opened  an  extenfive  trade  with  the  natives;  and  having 
collected  a cargo  of  furs,  he  proceeded  to  China,  in  the  autumn  of  1787. 

That  in  the  month  of  January  1788,  your  Memorialift  having  difpofed  of  the  Nootka, 
he,  in  conjunction  with  feveral  Britifh  merchants  refiding  in  India,  purchafed  and  fitted 
out  two  other  veffels,  named  the  Felice  and  Iphigenia;  the  former  your  M morialift 
commanded,  and  the  latter  he  put  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  Douglals.  That 
your  Memorialift  proceeded  from  China  to  the  Port  of  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound, 
which  he  reached  in  the  month  of  May,  and  the  Iphigenia  arrived  in  Cook’s  River  in  the 
month  of  June. 

That  your  Memorialift,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Nootka  Sound,  purchafed  from 
Maquilla,  the  chief  of  the  diftriCt  contiguous  to,  and  furrounding  that  place,  a fpot  of 
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ground*  whereon  he  built  a houfe  for  his  occafional  refidence,  as  well  as  for  the  more  con- 
venient purfuit  of  his  trade  with  the  natives,  and  hoifted  the  Britifh  colours  thereon  ; 
th  it  he  alfo  eredted  a bteaft-work,  which  furrounded  the  houfe,  and  mounted  one  three- 
pounder  in  front;  that  havingfo  done,  your  Memorialift  proceeded  to  trade  on  the  coaft, 
the  Felice  taking  her  route  to  the  Southward,  and  the  Iphigenia  to  the  Northward,  con- 
fining themfelves  within  the  limits  of  60®  and  450  30'  North,  and  returned  to  Nootka 
Sound  in  the  month  of  September;  that  on  your  Memorialift’s  arrival  there,  his  people, 
whom  he  had  left  behind,  had  nearly  compleated  a veflel,  which,  previous  to  his  depar- 
ture, he  had  laid  down;  and  that  the  faid  veflel  was  foon  after  launched  by  your  Memo* 
rialift,  and  called  the  North-Weft  America,  meafuring  about  forty  tons,  and  was  equip- 
ped with  all  expedition  to  aflift  him  in  his  enterprizes. 

That,  during  the  abfence  of  your  Memorialift  from  Nootka  Sound,  he  obtained  from 
Wicananilh,  the  chief  of  the  diftridt  furrounding  Port  Cox  and  Port  Effingham,  fituated 
in  the  latitudes  48°  and  49®,  in  confequence  of  confiderable  prefents,  the  promife  of  a 
free  and  exclufive  trade  with  the  natives  of  the  di/iricl,  and  alfo  his  permiflion  to  build  any  ftore- 
houfes,  or  other  edifices,  which  he  might  judge  neceffary;  that  he  alfo  acquired  the  fame 
privilege  of  exclufive  trade  from  Tatootche,  the  chief  of  the  country  bordering  on  the 
Straits  of  John  De  Fuca,  and  purchafed  from  him  a trail  of  land  within  the  faid  ftrait, 
which  one  of  your  Memorialift’s  officers  took  poffefiion  of  in  the  King’s  name,  calling  the 
fame  Tatootche,  in  honour  of  the  chief. 

That  the  Iphigenia,  in  her  progrefs  to  the  Southward,  alfo  vifited  feveral  ports,  and  in 
confequence  of  prefen'cs  to  the  chiefs  of  the  country,  her  commander  had  affurances 
given  to  him  of  not  only  a free  accefs,  but  of  an  exclufive  trade  upon  that  coaft,  no  other 
European  veflel  having  been  there  before  her. 

That  your  Memorialift,  on  the  23d  of  September,  having  colledled  a cargo  of  furs, 
proceeded  in  the  Felice  to  China,  leaving  the  Iphigenia  and  the  North-Weft  America  in 
Nootka  Sound,  with  orders  to  winter  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  to  return  to  the  coaft 
in  the  Spring.  That  your  Memorialift  arrived  in  China  early  in  the  month  of  December, 
where  he  fold  his  cargo,  and  alfo  the  fhip  Felice. 

That  a few  days  after  your  Memorialift’s  arrival  in  China,  the  Ihips  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Princefs  Royal,  fitted  out  from  the  Port  of  London  by  Meffrs.  John  and  Cadman 
Etches  and  Co.  came  to  Canton  from  a trading  voyage  on  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  Ame- 
rica; and  your  Memorialift  finding  that  they  had  embarked  in  this  commerce  under 
licences  granted  to  them  by  the  Eaft  India  and  South  Sea  Companies,  which  would  not 
expire  until  the  year  1790,  and  apprehending  at  the  fame  time  that  the  trade  would  fuf- 
fer  by  a competition,  he  and  his  partners  affociated  themfelves  with  the  faid  Meffrs. 
Etches  and  Co.  and  a formal  agreement  was  executed  in  confequence  between  your  Me- 
tnorialift  and  Mr.  John  Etches,  then  fupracargo  of  the  two  Ihips,  making  a joint  flock 
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•f  all  the  veffels  and  property  employed  in  that  trade ; and  under  that  firm  they  puf- 
chafed  a fhip,  which  had  been  built  at  Calcutta,  and  called  her  the  Argonaut. 

That  the  Prince  of  Wales  having  been  chartered  to  load  teas  for  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, foon  after  returned  to  England  j and  the  Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut  were  ordered 
by'your  Memorialift  to  fail  for  the  coaft  of  America,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  James 
Colnett,  to  whom  the  charge  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  company  on  the  coaft  had  been 
committed. 

Mr.  Colnett  was  directed  to  fix  his  refidence  at  Nootka  Sound,  and,  with  that  view, 
to  eredt  a lubftantial  houfe  on  the  fpot  which  your  Memorialift  had  purchafed  in  the  pre- 
ceding year;  as  will  appear  by  a copy  of  his  inftruftions  hereunto  annexed. 

That  the  Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut,  loaded  with  ftores  and  provifions  of  all 
deferiptions,  with  articles  eftimated  to  be  fufficient  for  the  trade  for  three  years,  and  a 
veffel  on  board  in  frame,  of  about  thirty  tons  burthen,  left  China  accordingly  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  1789.  They  had  alfo  on  board,  in  addition  to  their  crews, 
feveral  artificers  of  different  profeffions,  and  near  feventy  Chinefe,  who  intended  to  be- 
come fettlers  on  the  American  coaft,  in  the  fervice,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  af- 
fociated  company. 

That  on  the  24th  of  April,  17S9,  the  Iphigenia  returned  to  Nootka  Sound;  and  that 
the  North-Weft  America  reached  that  place  a few  days  after:  that  they  found,  on  their 
arrival  in  that  port,  two  American  veffels,  which  had  wintered  there ; one  of  them  was 
called  the  Columbia,  the  other  the  Wafhington  : that  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  North-Weft  America  was  difpatched  to  the  Northward  to  trade,  and  alfo  to  explore 
the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus. 

That  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  Iphigenia  being  then  at  anchor  in  Nootka  Sound,  a 
Spanifh  fhip  of  war,  called  the  Princeffa,  commanded  by  Don  Stephen  Joleph  Martinez, 
mounting  twenty-fix  guns,  which  had  failed  from  the  Port  of  San  Bias,  in  the  Province 
of  Mexico,  anchored  in  Nootka  Sound,  and  was  joined  on  the  13th  by  a Spanifh  fnow  of 
fixteen  guns,  called  the  San  Carlos,  which  veffel  had  alfo  failed  from  San  Bias,  loaded 
with  cannon  and  other  warlike  ftores. 

That  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Princeffa  until  the  14th  of  May,  mutual  civi- 
lities paffed  between  Captain  Douglas  and  the  Spanifh  officers,  and  even  fupplies  were 
obtained  from  Don  Martinez  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip ; but  on  that  day  he.  Captain. 
Douglas,  was  ordered  on  board  the  Princeffa,  and,  to  his  great  furprize,  was  informed 
by  Don  Martinez,  that  he  had  the  King’s  orders  to  feize  all  fhips  and  veffels  he  might 
find  upon  that  coaft,  and  that  he,  the  Commander  of  the  Iphigenia,  was  then  his  pri- 
foner  : that  Don  Martinez  thereupon  inftruifted  his  officers  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  Iphi- 
genia, which  they  accordingly  did,  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  the  officers 
and  crew  of  that  fhip  were  immediately  .0  . eyed  as  prifoners  on  board  the  Spanifh  fhips, 
where  they  were  put  in  irons,  and  were  otherwife  ill  treated. 
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That  as  foon  as  the  Iphigenia  had  been  feized,  Don  Martinez  took  pofTeftion  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  your  Memorialift,  on  which  his  temporary  habitation  before  mentioned 
had  been  erected,  holding  thereon  the  ftandard  of  Spain,  and  performing  fuch  ceremo- 
nies as  your  Memorialift  underftands  are  ufual  on  fuch  occafions ; declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  all  the  lands  comprized  between  Cape  Horn  and  the  fixtieth  degree  of  North 
latitude  did  belong  to  his  Catholic  Majefty ; he  then  proceeded  to  build  batteries,  ftore- 
houfes,  &c.  in  the  execution  of  which  he  forcibly  employed  fome  of  the  crew  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  many  of  them  who  attempted  to  refill  were  very  feverely  punifhed. 

That  during  the  time  the  commander  of  the  Iphigenia  remained  in  captivity,  he  had 
frequently  been  urged  by  Don  Martinez  to  fign  an  inftrument,  purporting,  as  he  was  in- 
formed, (not  underftanding  himfelf  the  Spanifh  language)  that  Don  Martinez  had  found 
him  at  anchor  in  Nootka  Sound  ; that  he  was  at  that  time  in  great  diftrefs  ; that  he  had 
furnifhed  him  with  every  thing  neceflary  for  his  paflfage  to  the  Sandwich  Hands  ; and  that 
his  navigation  had  in  no  refpedt  been  molefted  or  interrupted  : but  which  paper,  on  in- 
fpedtion  of  a copy  thereof,  delivered  to  Mr.  Douglas,  and  hereunto  annexed,  (No.  II.) 
appears  to  be  an  obligation  from  him  and  Mr.  Viana,  the  fecond  captain,  on  the  part 
of  their  owners,  to  pay  on  demand  the  valuation  of  that  veffel,  her  cargo,  &c.  in  cafe 
the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain  fhould  adjudge  her  to  be  lawful  prize,  for  entering  the  Port  of 
Nootka  without  the  permiffion  of  his  Catholic  Majefiy:  that  Captain  Douglas,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  port  of  Nootka  did  not  belong  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  did  frequently  refufe 
to  accede  to  this  propofal ; but  that  Don  Martinez,  partly  by  threats,  and  partly  by  pro- 
mifes  of  reftoring  him  to  his  command,  and  of  furnifhing  him  with  fuch  fupplies  of 
{lores  and  provifions  as  he  might  Hand  in  need  of,  ultimately  carried  his  point;  and  hav- 
ing fo  done,  he,  on  the  26th  of  the  fame  month,  was  reftored  to  the  command  of  the 
Iphigenia,  but  reftrained  from  proceeding  to  fea,  until  the  return  of  the  North-Weft 
America ; infilling  that  he  fhould  then  difpofe  of  her  for  400  dollars,  the  price  which  one 
of  the  American  captains  had  fet  upon  her. 

That  during  the  time  the  Spaniards  held  pofleflion  of  the  Iphigenia,  {he  was  dripped 
of  all  the  merchandize  which  had  been  provided  for  trading,  as  alfo  of  her  {lores,  pro- 
vifions, nautical  inftruments,  charts,  &c.  and,  in  fhort,  every  other  article  (excepting 
twelve  bars  of  iron)  which  they  could  conveniently  carry  away,  even  to  the  extent  of  the 
mailer’s  watch,  and  articles  of  cloathing. 

That  the  commander  of  the  Iphigenia,  finding  himfelf  thus  diftrefted,  applied  for  re- 
lief, and  after  much  folicitation  obtained  a trifling  fupply  of  ilores  and  provifions,  for 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  give  bills  on  his  owners.  The  articles  fo  fupplied  were 
charged  at  a raoft  exorbitant  price,  and  very  unequal  in  quality  or  quantity  to  thofe 
which  had  been  taken  from  him. 

That  notwithftanding  what  had  been  infilled  on  by  Don  Martinez,  refpediing  the  fide 
of  the  North  Weft  America,  he  had  eonftantly  refu.ed  to  difpofe  of  that  veflel  on  any 
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ground,  alleging  that,  as  floe  did  not  belong  to  him,  he  had  no-  right  to  difpofe  of  her  ; 
that  the  North-Weft  America  not  returning  fofoon  as  was  expedfed,  he,  Capt.  Douglas, 
was  told  by  Don  Martinez,  that  on  his  ordering  that  veflel  to  be  delivered  to  him  for 
the  ufe  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  he  fhould  have  liberty  to  depart  with  the  Iphigenia; 
that  he  accordingly,  on  the  firft  of  June,  wrote  a letter  to  the  mailer  of  the  North-Weft 
America,  but  cautioufly  avoided  any  diredions  to  the  effed  defired,  (vide  Iphigenia’s 
Journal)  and  availing  himfelf  of  Don  Martinez’s  ignorance  of  the  Englifh  language,  he 
inftantly  failed  from  Nootka  Sound,  though  in  a very  unfit  condition  to  proceed  on  fuch  a 
voyage,  leaving  behind  him  the  two  American  veflels  which  had  been  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue there  unmolefted  by  the  Spaniards,  from  the  time  of  their  firft  arrival  ; that  the 
Iphigenia  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  after  obtaining  there  fuch 
fupplies  as  they  were  enabled  to  procure  with  the  iron  before  mentioned,  returned  to 
China,  and  anchored  there  in  the  month  of  Odober,  i 789. 

Your  Memorialift  thinks  it  neceffary  upon  this  occafion  to  explain,  that  in  order  to 
evade  the  excelfive  high  port  charges  demanded  by  the  Chinefe  from  all  other  European 
nations,  excepting  the  Portuguefe,  that  he  and  his  aflbciates  had  obtained  the  name  of 
Juan  Cawalho  to  their  firm,  though  he  had  no  adual  concern  in  their  ftock ; that  Cawalho, 
though  by  birth  a Portuguefe,  had  been  naturalized  at  Bombay,,  and  had  refided  there 
for  many  years,  under  the  protection  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  had  carried  on  an 
extenfive  trade  from  thence  to  their  feveral  fettlements  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

That  the  intimacy  fubfifting  between  Cawalho  and  the  governor  of  Macao  had  been  the 
principal  caufe  of  their  forming  this  nominal  connection;  and  that  Cawalho  had  in  con- 
fequence  obtained  his  permiflion  that  the  two  flfips  above  mentioned,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be 
found  convenient  fo  to  do,  fhould  be  allowed  to  navigate  under,  o-r  claim  any  advantages 
granted  to  the  Portuguefe  flag. 

That  this  permiflion  had  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  your  Memorialift,  fo  far  as  refpeded 
the  port  charges  of  the  Chinefe,  until  the  return  of  the  Iphigenia;  but  the  Portuguefe 
Governor  dying  foon  after  her  departure,  and  Cawalho  becoming  a bankrupt,  his  cre- 
ditors demanded  his  intereft  in  that  Ihip;  that  your  Memorialift  having  refilled  their 
claim,  an  application  was  made  by  them  to  the  fucceeding  governor  for  pofleflion  of  the 
fhip ; that  the  governor  had,  in  confequence,  inveftigafed  the  tranfadioit;  and  finding 
that  Cawalho  had  no  adual  concern  or  intereft  in  the  property,  obliged  her  to  quit  the 
port;  that  this  proceeding  had  fubjeded  the  Iphigenia  at  once  to  the  increa fed  port 
charges,  which  were  inftantly  demanded  by,  and  paid  to,  the  Chinefe. 

Your  Memorialift  has  ftated  this  tranfadion  thus  fully,  in  order  to  Ihew  that  the  Iphi- 
genia and  her  cargo  were  a dually  and  bond  fide  Britilh  property,  as  well  as  to  explain  the 
occafion  of  the  orders  which  were  given  to  her  commander,  extrads  of  which  accompany 
this,  and  are  referred  to  in  the  journal  of  that  fhip,  having  been  under  the  inlpedion  of 
Don  Martinez. 
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Your  Memorialift  further  begs  leave  to  ftate,  that  after  the  departure  of  the  Iphigenia, 
Don  Martinez  became  apprized  of  the  purport  of  the  letter  with  which  he  had  been  fur* 
nifhed ; and  that,  on  the  return  of  the  North-Weft  America  off  the  port  of  Nootka,  on 
the  gth  of  June,  fhe  was  boarded  and  feized  by  boats  manned  and  equipped  for  war, 
commanded  by  Don  Martinez ; that  he  did  tow  and  convey  the  faid  veffel  into  the  Sound, 
and  anchoring  her  clofe  to  the  Spanifh  {hips  of  war,  did  then  take  pofleffion  of  her  in  the 
name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  good  and  lawful  prize  ; that  the  above  mentioned  veffel 
was  foon  after  Jfauled  alongfide  of  the  Spanifh  frigate  ; and  that  the  officers  and  men,  to- 
gether with  the  fkins  which  had  been  collected,  amounting  to  215,  of  the  beft  quality, 
and  alfo  her  ftores,  tackle,  and  furniture,  articles  of  trade,  &c.  were  removed  on  board 
the  Spanifh  frigate  j that  the  commander  of  the  North-Weft  America,  his  officers  and 
men,  were  accordingly  made  prifoners,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Barnett,  one  of  the  officers  of 
that  veffel,  and  fome  of  her  men  were,  as  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  William  Graham, 
one  of  the  fearnen  belonging  to  that  veffel,  hereunto  annexed,  (No.  IV.)  afterwards  put 
in  irons. 

That  the  Princefs  Royal  arriving  a few  days  after  the  feizure  of  the  North-Weft  Ame- 
rica, and  being  allowed  by  Don  Martinez  to  depart,  the  fkins  collected  by  the  l'aft  men- 
tioned veffel  (excepting  twelve  of  the  beft  quality,  which  Don  Martinez  thought  fit  to 
detain)  were  returned  to  the  rnafter,  and,  with  the  permiffion  of  Don  Martinez,  were, 
{hipped  on  board  the  Princefs  Royal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners ; and  that  ffiip,  as 
appears  by  her  Journal,  put  to  fea  on  the  ad  of  July,  to  purfue  the  trade  upon  the  coaft. 

That  Don  Martinez,  after  feizing  the  North-Weft  America  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  circumftances  above  ftated,  employed  her  on  a trading  voyage,  from  which  fire  re- 
turned after  an  abfence  of  about  twenty  days,  with  feventy  -five  fkins,  obtained  by  Britifh 
merchandize,  which  had  either  been  found  in  that  veffel  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  or 
had  been  taken  from  the  Iphigenia ; and  that  the  value  of  the  furs  fo  collected  cannot, 
upon  a moderate  calculation,  be  eftimated  at  tefs  than  7,500  dollars,  and  which  Don 
Martinez  had  applied  to  his  own  advantage. 

That  the  Argonaut  arrived  off  the  Port  of  Nootka  on  or  about  the  3d  of  July,  1789. 
That  Don  Martinez,  on  obferving  her  in  the  offing,  boarded  her  in  his  launch,  and  with 
expreftlons  of  civility,  promifed  Mr.  Colnett,  her  commander,  every  affiftance  in  his 
power;  that  before  the  Argonaut  entered  the  Sound,  Mr.  Thomas  Barnett  (who  had  be- 
longed to  the  North-Weft  America,  and  who  was  then  a prifoner)  came  off  in  a canoe, 
and  informed  Mr.  Colnett  of  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place,  and  of  the  danger 
to  which  he  was  expofed ; but  that,  under  the  affurances  given  by  Don  Martinez,  that 
the  Argonaut  fhould  remain  unmolefted,  and  being  in  want  of  refrefliments  for  the  crew, 
Mr.  Colnett  proceeded  into  Nootka  Sound. 

That,  notwithftanding  the  affurances  given  by  Don  Martinez,  he,  on  the  next  day, 
fent  the  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Princeffa,  with  a military  force,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
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Argonaut  5 and  that  fhip  was  accordingly  feized  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  the 
Britilh  flag  was  hauled  down,  and  the  Spanilh  flag  hoifted  in  its  Head. 

That  on  the  feizure  of  the  Argonaut,  her  officers  and  men  were  made  priforers;  and 
Mr.  Colnett  was  threatened  to  be  hanged  at  the  yard- arm,  in  cafe  of  his  refufing  com- 
pliance with  any  directions  which  might  be  given  to  him. 

That  on  the  13th  of  July,  the  Princefs  Royal,  as  is  dated  in  her  Journal,  again  ap- 
peared off  the  Port  of  Nootka  ; that  her  commander  approaching  the  Sound  in  his  boat, 
in  expedition  of  finding  there  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  (from  whom  he  was 
defirous  of  receiving  inftrudtions  for  his  future  proceedings)  was  feized  and  made  prifoner 
by  Don  Martinez,  and  under  threats  of  hanging  him  at  the  yard-arm,  forced  him  to 
fend  orders  to  his  officers  to  deliver  up  the  Princefs  Royal  without  conteft. 

That  a Spanifh  officer  was  difpatched  into  the  offing  with  thefe  orders;  and  that  the 
veflel  w'as  accordingly  feized  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  brought  into  port; 
that  her  crew  were  in  confequence  made  prifoners  ; and  that  her  cargo,  confifting  of  473 
fkins,  including  203  which  had  been  put  on  board  her  from  the  North-Weft  America,  as 
appears  by  the  inclofed  receipt,  (No.  V.)  w'as  feized. 

That  Mr.  Colnett,  from  the  circumftances  of  his  capture,  became  fo  deranged,  that 
he  attempted  frequently  to  deftroy  himfelf;  and  that,  according  to  the  laft  accounts  re- 
ceived, the  ftate  of  his  mind  was  fuch  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  management  of  any 
bufinefs  which  might  have  been  entrufted  to  his  care  ; that  in  this  melancholy  fituation, 
however,  Don  Martinez,  notwithftanding  the  veflel  and  cargo  had  before  been  formally 
feized,  attempted  to  procure  from  him  the  fale  of  the  copper,  of  which  a principal  part 
of  the  cargo  of  the  Princefs  Royal  had  been  compofed;  and  that  fuch  fale  would  actually 
have  taken  place,  had  not  the  other  officers  of  that  veflel,  feeing  Colnett’s  infanity,  pre- 
vented it. 

Your  Memorialift  farther  begs  leave  to  reprefent,  that  the  American  lhip  Columbia 
intending  to  proceed  to  China,  the  crew  of  the  North-Weft  America  were  ordered  by 
Don  Martinez  on  board  her ; principally,  as  your  Memorialift  underftands,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  aflifting  her  in  her  navigation  to  China,  the  greateft  part  of  her  own  crew,  as  w’ell 
as  of  her  provifions,  having  been  prcvioufly  put  on  board  the  Wafhington,  in  order  that 
fire  might  be  enabled  to  continue  on  the  coaft. 

That  the  Columbia  having  reduced  her  provifions  confiderably  from  the  fupplies  {he 
had  fpared  to  her  confort,  was  furnifhed  from  the  Argonaut,  by  order  of  Don  Martinez, 
with  what  was  neceflary  for  her  voyage,  faid  to  be  intended,  however,  for  the  fupply  of 
the  North-Weft  America  ; that  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Columbia,  ninety-fix 
fkins  were  alfo  put  on  board  her,  as  appears  by  the  paper  hereunto  annexed,  (No. VI.)  to 
defray  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  North-Weft  America,  under  a fup- 
pofition  that  their  late  employers  would  be  unable  to  liquidate  their  demands ; firft  de- 
ducing, 
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dudting,  however,  thirty  per  cent,  from  the  Tales,  which  Don  Martinez  had  agreed  fhould 
be  paid  for  the  freight  on  the  faid  Ikins  to  the  American  commanders. 

That  the  Columbia,  thus  fupplied,  left  Nootka  Sound  accordingly,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Southward  5 that  a few  days  after  fhe  entered  Port  Cox,  where  ffie  was  joined  by  her 
confort  the  Wafhington,  from  whom  fhe  received  a confiderable  number  of  fkins,  con- 
ceived to  be  the  whole,  excepting  the  ninety-fix  before  mentioned,  which  had  been  col- 
lected by  the  Americans  and  Spaniards,  as  well  as  by  the  Britifh  traders;  and  with  which, 
after  fparing  a further  quantity  of  provifions  to  the  Wafhington,  the  Columbia  proceeded 
to  China,  where  fhe  arrived  on  the  2d  of  November,  and  landed  the  crew  of  the  North- 
Weft  America. 

That  the  crew  of  the  North-Weft;  America,  previous  to  their  leaving  Nootka  Sound 
in  the  Columbia,  faw  the  Argonaut  proceed,  as  a prize,  to  San  Bias;  and  that  her  of- 
ficers and  men,  who  were  Europeans,  were  put  on  board  her  as  priloners;  and  that  the 
Princefs  Royal  was  fhortly  to  follow,  with  her  crew  in  confinement  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  Wafhington,  on  joining  the  Columbia  in  Port  Cox,  gave  information  that  the  Prin- 
cefs  Royal  had  alfo  failed  for  San  Bias. 

That  Don  Martinez  had  thought  fit,  however,  to  detain  the  Chinefe,  and  had  com- 
pelled them  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  Spain;  and  that,  on  the  departure  of  the  Colum- 
bia, they  were  employed  in  the  mines,  which  had  then  been  opened  on  the  lands  which 
your  Memorialift  had  purchafed. 

Your  Memorialift  begs  leave  to  annex  a depofition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
North  Weft  America,  together  with  an  extradt  of  the  Journal  of  the  Iphigenia,  and  alfo 
fome  letters  which  he  has  received  from  Mr.  Duffin,  fecond  officer  of  the  Argonaut  ; 
which  papers  will  ferve  to  throw  confiderable  light  on  the  feveral  tranfadtions  alluded  to 
in  this  Memorial  : He  alfo  has  fubjoined  a ftatement  of  the  adtual  as  well  as  the  probable 
Ioffes  w'hich  he  and  his  affociates  have  fuftained  from  the  unwarrantable  and  unjuftifiable 
proceedings  of  Don  Martinez,  in  open  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  fubfifting  between 
this  country  and  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  at  times  and  in  fituations  where,  according  to 
the  common  laws  of  hofpitality,  they  might  have  expedted  a different  conduit. 

Your  Memorialift  therefore  moft  humbly  begs  leave  to  fubmit  the  cafe  of  himfelf  and 
his  affociates  to  the  confideration  of  Government,  in  full  confidence  that  the  proper  and 
neceffary  meafures  will  be  taken  to  obtain  that  redrefs,  which  he  and  his  affociates  have, 
as  Biitifh  fubjedts,  a right  to  expedt. 

(Signed')  JOHN  M E A R E S. 

London,  %oth  of  April , 1790. 

Your  Memorialift  alfo  begs  leave  to  annex  an  acknowledgment 
given  by  Don  Martinez,  of  his  having  obtained  poffeffion  of 
the  North-Weft  America.  (No.  XI.)  J.  M* 
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N°  II. 

COPY  of  a LETTER  from  Mu.  MEARES  to  Captain  COLNETT, 

dated  ijth  April,  1789. 

u*  Mr.  Mearcs’s  Memorial  of  30 th  Jpril , 1790.  No.  I ] 

Macao,  17th  April,  1789, 

SIR, 

SO  foon  as  the  Argonaut  is  ready  for  fea,  you  will  proceed  on 
your  voyage,  and  put  into  execution  the  feveral  plans  vve  have  laid  down,  and  with  which 
you  are  fo  thoroughly  acquainted;  you  are  alfo  lb  perfectly  informed  of  the  balls  they 
are  founded  on,  that  any  recapitulation  here  would  be  needlefs.  We  place  the  flrongeft 
reliance  on  your  perfeverance,  temper  and  prudence,  and  are  convinced  that  our  hopes 
can  only  be  matured  but  through  an  exertion  of  thofe  difpofitions.  We  ftrenuoilly  recom- 
mend a moderate  ufe  of  the  powers  you  are  inverted  with,  not  only  in  your  tranfadlions 
with  (hips  of  foreign  nations, — who  mull  be  treated  with  that  good  faith  and  generofity 
which  form  the  charadterirtic  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  which  muft  turn  ultimately  to  the 
honour  and  credit  of  your  employers, — but  to  all  lhips  of  our  own  nation,  to  whom  we 
defire  you  to  be  particularly  attentive  in  cafes  of  diftrefs,or  any  other  calamitous  fituation 
they  may  be  thrown  into.  We  imprefs  on  your  mind  this  point,  not  only  for  the  honour 
and  credit  refulting  to  us  from  fuch  a liberal  line  of  condudt,  but  from  the  abfolute 
necelfity  of  avoiding  all  fubjedt  of  difpute  with  foreign  powers:  we  hope  that  no  motive 
whatever  will  induce  you  to  deviate  from  this  point;  as  we  allure  you,  that  a commerce 
that  is  not  carried  on  with  honour  and  refpedtability,  as  well  as  humanity,  would  be 
entirely  repugnant  to  our  feelings  as  men,  and  charadlers  as  Britilh  merchants, — a charac- 
ter, which  appears  to  us  in  fo  refpedlable  a light,  that  no  emolument,  no  advantage  what- 
ever, would  perfuade  us  to  countenance  the  fmalleft  deviation  from  it  in  the  perfons  and 
adls  of  thofe  we  employ. 

Reports  having  been  fpread  of  great  adls  of  cruelty  and  inhumanity  being  committed 
by  the  crews  of  various  veffels  on  the  coalt  of  America,  in  their  commerce  with  the 
natives,  we  now  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  exprefling  our  utter  abhorrence  of 
fuch  hoftile  adls:  we  fincerely  hope  that  no  perfon  or  perfons  in  our  employ,  will  have 
caufe  to  be  reproached  with  any  thing  of  this  kind — adls,  which  we  never  wrill  countenance 
or  protedl;  on  the  contrary,  we  lhall  ufe  every  means  in  our  power  to  have  the  perpetrator* 
punilhed.  We  therefore  molt  particularly  order,  that  if,  in  the  courfe  of  your  command, 
any  perfon  or  perfons  whatever,  in  our  employ,  fhall  commit  any  murder  on  the  natives  of 
c America, 
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America,  or  on  others,  that  you  feize  the  offenders,  and  put  them  in  irons,  and  fend  them 
to  the  agents  in  China,  in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment;  we  are 
here  neceffitated  to  dwell  on  this  fubjedt,  from  the  ftrong  reports  of  fuch  atrocious  adts 
being  committed,  which  are  at  once  not  only  deftru&ive  of  the  commerce,  but  of  every  fen- 
timent  of  humanity;  we  recommend  a fteady  purfuance  of  a mildcondudt,  as  the  only  means 
to  cultivate  the  good-will  of  the  natives,  and  draw  them  within  the  verges  of  civilized  life. 

We  recommend  to  you,  if  poffible,  to  form  a treaty  with  the  various  chiefs,  particularly 
near  Nootka.  If  you  happily  accomplifh  this,  you  at  once  become  poffeffed  of  the  furs 
of  a great  diftridt  with  honour  and  credit,  and  without  incurring  a ftigrna;  and,  if  there  is 
a poflibility  of  conquering  our  competitors,  we  beg  it  may  be  in  a mode  honourable  to 
ourfelves,  and  condudted  with  as  much  generofity  and  humanity  as  a ftridt  attention  to  our 
bufinefs  will  admit. 

On  the  ftrength  of  a treaty  we  form  confiderable  hopes;  for,  although  at  the  moment 
it  may  not  be  produdtive,  yet  in  time  it  will  be  found  the  moll;  liable  way  of  accomplifh- 
ing  our  wifhes,  and  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  chiefs,  who  are  known  to  manage  the 
commerce  of  their  fubjedts:  for  this  purpofe  we  have  fupplied  you  abundantly  with  every 
article  known  to  be  had  in  ellimation  among  them;  and  fo  anxious  are  we  to  have  a good 
underftanding,  and  the  perfedling  a treaty,  that  we  authorife  you  to  take  under  your  pro- 
tection all  our  allies,  and  protedl  them  from  infult  from  all  perfons  whatever.  Our  len- 
timents  on  this  head  you  will  make  known  to  all  perfons  whom  it  may  concern,  in  order 
that  they  may  govern  themfelves  accordingly. 

You  will  keep  a diary  of  your  proceedings,  in  which  every  minute  occurrence  is  to  be 
recorded  ; and  you  will  forward  this  account  of  your  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  by 
all  opportunities* 

In  planning  a factory  on  the  coaft  of  America,  we  look  to  a folid  eftablifhment,  and  not 
one  that  is  to  be  abandoned  at  pleafure.  We  authorife  you  to  fix  it  at  the  moll  conve- 
nient flation,  only  to  place  your  colony  in  peace  and  fecurity,  and  fully  protedted  from 
the  fear  of  the  fmalleft  finifter  accident.  The  obiedt  of  a port  of  this  kind,  is  to  draw  the 
Indians  to  it,  to  lay  up  the  fmall  veflels  in  the  winter  feafon,  to  build,  and  for  other  com- 
mercial purpofes.  When  this  point  is  effedled,  different  trading  houfes  will  be  eftablifhed 
at  ftations,  that  your  knowledge  of  the  coaft  and  its  commerce  point  out  to  be  the  moft 
advantageous. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  we  recommend  your  leaving  fingle  perfons  to  refide  with 
fome  of  your  friends,  the  chiefs  of  the  Charlotte  Ifles,  in  order  to  collect  the  furs;  the 
natives,  in  full  perfuafion  of  your  returning  to  them,  would  keep  back  from  our  compe- 
titors; and  here  at  once  you  will  perceive  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  conciliating 
their  confidence  and  good-will.  To  fuch  people  who  are  prone  to  ferve  their  employ- 
ers, rewards  fhould  be  given,  which  fhould  be  agreeable  to  their  fuccefs. 

You  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  American  commerce,  that  it  would  be  needlefs 
to  dwell  on  the  neceffity  of  hufbanding  your  articles  of  trade,  of  guarding  againft  the 
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impofitions  of  die  native  merchants,  and  of  imprefling  them  with  an  idea  of  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  your  merehandife,  &c.  &c.  The  tide  of  fancy  of  t'hofe  people  may  be  turned; 
the  ficklenefs  of  their  difpofition  is  well  known  to  you,  as  well  as  your  ingenuity  to  us  in 
combating  thofe  difficulties.  On  the  fall  of  the  year  we  wifh  all  the  fmall  craft  to  be  laid 
up  at  the  fadtory,.  which  you  will  name  Fort  Pitt. 

You  will  inveft  Mr.  R.  Duffin  with  the  fuperintendance  of  this  flation,  and  ftrenuoufly 
recommend  him  to  keep  good  order  and  harmony  therein;  to  build  dorehoufes  for  the 
reception  of  the  tackle  and  furniture  of  the  fhipping  that  you  may  order  to  be  laid  up  ; 
and,  above  all,  to  recommend  to  him  to  ufe  every  precaution  againft  the  fcurvy,  by  exer- 
cife  and  the  unremitting  ufe  of  the  decodtion  of  pine  tops. 

You  will,  in  the  winter  feafon,  fend  what  veflels  you  judge  proper  to  the  Sandwich 
Xflands  for  provifions,  & c.  In  their  return,  we  imagine  that  fome  of  the  natives  of  thofe 
ifles,  both  men  and  women,  may  be  embarked  and  tranlplanted  to  America,  and  made 
ufeful  in  our  employ;  this  mud  be  done  with  their  own  confents,  and  with  every  precau- 
tion with  regard  to  their  health  as  well  as  happinefs. 

We  defire  the  Argonaut  may  be  returned  to  China  the  end  of  this  feafon  with  the  furs. 
You  will  deliver  her  to  Captain  William  Douglafs,  and  receive  from  him  the  Iphigeniaand 
America,  drifting  the  crews,  &c.  &c.  You  will  alfo  receive  his  furplus  trade,  and  all 
other  (lores  of  that  nature,  and  in  return  fupply  him  with  refrefhments  to  carry  him  to  the 
i (lands,  where  he  can  procure  a fupply. 

The  furs  you  fend  to  China,  we  defire  may  be  well  cleaned,  and  otherwife  deeded, 
claffed,  and  put  into  eheds;  famples  of  each  quality  mud  be  put  into  a feparate  box; 
every  (kin,  piece,  and  tail,  mud  be  numbered,  and  a regider  kept  of  the  whole,  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  us,  with  your  other  difpatches,  by  Captain  Douglas : in  thefe  you  will  be  very 
particular  in  advifing  us  of  all  articles  wanted  for  the  year  1790. 

We  recommend  to  your  attention  the  date  of  the  markets  in  China;  the  vad  difference 
between  good  and  bad  (kins-,  as  a guidance  to  your  purchafeson  the  coad;  as  100  prime 
Ikins  are  mod  aduredly  worth  500  bad,  independent  of  leflening  the  value  of  your  articles 
of  commerce.  All  collections  of  furs,  to  the  lated  period,  you  will  fend  home  in  the 
Argonaut. 

Sea-otters  tails  and  feal  (kins  now  become  an  objedt,  from  the  price  they  bear. — It  will 
be  entirely  needlefs  to  diredt  you  in  the  purchafes  of  furs,  where  you  are  fo  well  ac- 
quainted; this  we  leave  entirely  to  yourfelf;  but  we  cannot  avoid  reminding  you,  and 
to  defire  a dridt  attention  is  paid,  that  no  illicit  commerce  is  carried  on  by  any  perfons 
in  our  employ:  on  any  circumdances  of  this  kind,  the  offenders  may  depend  on' our 
exadting,  in  the  dridted  manner,  the  penalties  which  a breach  of  articles  may  incur.  The 
pay  of  officers  of  every  defcription  is  extremely  liberal ; and  we  flrall  edeem  it  the  duty 
of  every  individual  to  make  known  fuch  circumdances  of  illicit  commerce  as  may  come 
' within  their  knowledge,  as  in  our  eyes  it  is  equally  criminal,  and  (hews  a great  neglcdl 
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of  their  employers’  intereft,  to  either  hide  orftifle  fuch  difcovery;  and  you  have  our  moU 
pofitive  orders,  on  fuch  points  coming  to  your  knowledge,  inftantly  to  difmifs  fuch  per- 
Ions,  and  thofe  concerned,  from  our  fervice;  nor  will  we  permit  any  deviation  from  this 
point,  except  your  reafons  are  ftrong  and  fufftcient  for  purfuing  a different  line  of 
condudt. 

We  alfo  authorife  you  to  difmifs  from  your  fervice  all  perfons  who  {hall  refufe  to  obey 
your  orders,  when  they  are  for  our  benefit ; and,  in  this  cafe,  we  give  you  to  underftand, 
the  Princefs  Royal,  America,  and  other  fmall  craft,  are  always  to  continue  on  the  coaft 
of  America;  their  officers  and  people,  when  the  time  of  their  fervice  is  up,  muft  be  em- 
barked on  the  returning  {hip  to  China;  and  on  no  account  whatever  will  we  fuffer  a devi* 
ation  from  thofe  orders. 

Should  you  meet  with  any  of  the  {hips  of  MelTrs.  Etches  and  Co.  on  the  coaft,  you 
will  of  courfe  afford  them  every  afliftance  in  your  power;  but  as  we  {hall  have  no  intereft 
in  thofe  {hips,  if  you  can  induce  the  commanders  to  trade  on  our  joint  account,  it  will 
be  rnoft agreeable  to  us;  but  no  trading  connexions  whatever  muft  be,  except  on  account 
of  the  prefent  company.  To  the  perfon  entrufted  with  the  command  of  thofe  fhips,  you 
will  make  known  the  nature  of  our  connexions  with  Mr.  Etches:  you  will  in  confequence 
make  a demand  of  all  their  furplus  ftores,  or  articles  of  commerce,  &c.  they  have 
to  difpofe  of,  in  order  that  they  may  be  left  in  the  fadtory;  and  a particular  account 
muft  be  taken  of  all  that  are  delivered,  as  they  muft  be  accounted  for  to  Mr.  Etches  by 
the  Company.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that  your  requifition  will  be  complied  with,  as  it 
ultimately  tends  to  the  good  of  their  employers. 

The  number  of  competitors  you  will  meet  with  on  the  coaft,  will,  we  fear,  fomewhat 
diminiftt  your  colledfion  of  furs,  as  well  as  enhance  their  price , we  have  no  doubt  of  your 
adlivity  and  perfeverance,  as  well  as  add  refs,  in  your  negotiations.  We  place  the  ftrongeft 
reliance  on  your  vigilance  and  caution;  and  as  we  have  conferred  on  you  the  moll  ample 
powers,  in  return  we  look  for  confiderable  refponfibility,  and  a happy  completion  of  our 
plans.  In  a full  perfuafion  of  this,  we  {hall  take  our  leave,  with  a ftrong  recommenda- 
tion of  unanimity  amongft  your  officers,  and  the  ftridteft  difeipline  over  your  people.— ~ 
We  wifn  you  health  and  a profperous  voyage. 


For  Mejjrs , Etches , Cox,  and  Co , 


And  remain,  &c. 

J.  M E A R E S. 


E a 
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N°  III. 

EXTRACTS  of  a LETTER  from  Mr.  MEARES  to  CAPTAIN  COLNETT, 

dated  Macao,  i$th  April,  1789. 

^ / ' 

[/«  Air.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  the  3 oth  April , 1790.  To  accompany  Inclofure  No.  I.] 

“ WE  have  well-founded  information,  that  Mr.  Jaques,  Mate  of  the  Princefs 
Royal,  gave  copies  of  his  own  and  Captain  Hudfon’s  journals  and  charts  to  Captain  Met- 
calf, who  commanded  an  American  fhip,  when  he  was  in  China.  This  adt  of  Mr. 
Jaques  we  efteem  to  militate  fo  extremely  againft  himfelf  and  our  fervice,  that  we  defire 
you  to  return  him  to  China. 

li  As  it  is  probable,  that  in  autumn,  1790,  you  may  meet  with  a ftore  fliip  from 
England,  on  the  company’s  account,  we  have  the  ftrongeft  hopes,  that  fliould  that  event 
happen,  that  from  her  you  will  form  the  entire  eftablifliment  of  the  coaft  on  fuch  reafon- 
able  terms  under  the  prefent,  that  will  meet  our  fatisfadfion,  and  enable  the  Company, 
through  the  medium  of  oeconomy,  to  deftroy  all  competition.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  all  thofe  engagements  may  be  fettled  in  England  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  ftore- 
fliip:  in  this  cafe  you  will  refign  the  charge  of  your  concerns  to  thofe  wdio  are  appointed  to 
manage  the  fame,  and  return,  with  the  officers  and  people  who  are  imprefled  from  China, 
in  the  ftore-fliip,  or  the  Argonaut,  whichever  you  think  mod:  eligible j but  we  rather 
apprehend  that,  by  the  above  period,  you  will  have  fo  much  tonnage  on  the  coaft,' that 
it  will  be  needlefs  detaining  the  Argonaut,  more  particularly  as  we  ftiall  want  her  in  iJ9r, 
to  return  her  again  to  the  coaft.  We  have  nothing  more  to  repeat  in  addition  to  the 
former  orders.” 


N°  IV. 

OBLIGATION  TO  RESTORE  THE  SHIP  IPHIGENIA  TO  HIS  CATHOLIC 
MAJESTY  IF  DEEMED  A LAWFUL  PRIZE. 

[/*  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  the  ppth  April , 1790.  No  II.] 

ON  board  His  Majefty’s  Frigate,  called  Our  Lady  of  the  Rofary,  alias  the 
Princefs,  25th  May,  of  faid  year;  I,  E>n  Francis  Jofeph  Viana,  and  Don  William 
Douglas,  the  firft  Captain,  and  the  fecond  Supracargo  of  the  Packet-boat  Iphigenia 

Nubiana, 
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Nubiana,  at  anchor  in  this  Port  of  St.  Lawrence  of  Nootka,  being  empowered  by  Da 

declare  bind 

John  Cawalho,  inhabitant  of  and  trader  at  Macao;  We  fay  that  we  oblige  ourfelves  (in 
name  of  faid  Cawalho,  to  whom  belongs  faid  Packet-boat)  to  fatisfy  whomfoever  fhall 
prefent  to  us  the  import  of  valuation  by  experienced  perfons  of  faid  velfel,  with  lading 
and  other  appurtenances  on  board;  and  in  order  the  better  to  certify  in  the  antecedent 
inventory,  in  cafe  that  H.  E.  the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain  may  judge  the  faid  packet-boat, 
the  Iphigenia,  to  be  a prize,  on  account  of  having  found  us  at  anchor  in  faid  Port  of 
Nootka,  without  having  a paffport,  permiffion,  or  particular  from 

His  Catholic  Majefty  for  fo  doing,  that  is,  for  navigating  or  anchoring  in  feas  or  ports 

bind 

. belonging  to  his  dominions.  For  all  which  we  oblige  ourfelves  to  the  faid  Dn  John 

bind 

Cawalho,  as  lawful  owner  of  faid  packet,  and  we  oblige  ourfelves  in  his  name,  in  all 
lawful  form,  with  our  perfons  and  effects,  prefent  and  future,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the 

value 

quantity  of  contents  of  faid  inventory,  mails,  (lores,  cargo,  &c.  contained  in  faid  in- 
ventory; fubjedting  ourfelves,  as  we  do  fubjedl  ourfelves,  to  the  laws,  pragmatic  fanc- 
tions,  and  ordinances  of  faid  Sovereign;  and  renouncing,  as  we  do  renounce,  all  laws, 
liberties,  and  privileges,  which  might  favour  us,  without  it  being  neceffary  in  the  exhi- 

value 

bition  of  the  faid  quantity,  in  which  we  may  be  condemned,  to  have  recourfe  to  law-fuit  j 

undamped 

for  although  this  obligation  be  made  upon  Ample  paper,  we  give  it  as  much  force  and 
value  as  if  it  were  a writing  made  before  a royal  or  public  notary,  and  for  its  force  we 
fign  three  of  one  tenor,  one  being  fulfilled,  the  others’  to  be  of  no  value,  which  we  have 
figned  with  our  hand  and  fignature,  and  authorized  by  the  Commandant  Dn  Stephen 
Jofeph  and  by  the  proper  Notary,  Raphael  de  Canizares,  on 

faid  day,  month,  and  year,  being  witnefles  thereto  Dn  John  Kendrick,  Commander  of 
the  Bolton  frigate,  named  the  Columbia,  and  Dn  Jofeph  Ingraham,  fecond  captain  and 
fir  It  pilot  of  faid  frigate;  and  of  this  I give  faith — Francis  Jofeph  Viana — William 
Douglas — John  Kendrick — Jofeph  Ingraham — Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez — Raphael  de 
Canizares. 

This  is  a literal  copy  of  the  Obligation,  of  which  triplicates  were  figned  at 
the  foot  of  the  inventory  made  of  the  faid  packet-boat  of  Macao,  whereof 
I certify.  Qn  board  the  Princefs  frigate,  26th  May,  1789. 

RAPHAEL  DE  CANIZARES. 


No  V. 


A P P E N D I X. 


N°  V. 

EXTRACT  of  a LETTER  from  Mr.  MEARES  to  Capt.  WILLIAM  DOUGLAS, 

Commanding  the  IPHIGENIA;  dated  at  Sea,  i d February,  1788. 

[/«  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  the  $otb  April,  1790.  No  III.] 

O N vour  return  to  Macao  you  will  feal  up  your  log-book,  charts,  plans,  he. 
he.  he.  and  forward  them  to  Daniel  Beale,  Efquire,  Canton,  who  is  the  oftenfible  agent 
for  the  concern j and  you  have  the  mod  particular  injunctions  not  to  communicate,  or 
give  copies  of  any  charts  or  plans  that  you  may  make,  as  your  employers  affert  a right  to 
all  of  them,  and  as  fuch  will  claim  them. 

Should  you,  in  the  courfe  of  your  voyage,  meet  with  the  veffels  of  any  other  nation, 
you  will  have  as  little  communication  with  them  as  poffible;.  fhould  they  be  of  fuperior 
force,  and  delire  to  fee  your  papers,  you  will  Ihew  them.  You  will  be  on  your  guard 
againft  furprize.  Should  they  be  either  Ruffian,  Englilh,  Spanilh,  or  any  other  civilized 
nation,  and  be  authorized  to  examine  your  papers,  you  will  permit  them,  and  treat  them 
with  civility  and  friendlhip;  but  at  the  fame  time  you  mull  be  on  your  guard.  Should 
they  attempt  to  feize  you,  or  even  carry  you  out  of  your  way,  you  will  prevent  it  by 
every  means  in  your  power,  and  repel  force  by  force;  you  will  on  your  arriyal  proteft 
publickly,  before  a proper  officer,  againft  fuch  illegal  procedure,  and  afeertain,  as  near 
as  you  can,  the  value  of  your  cargo  and  veffel,  and  fend  fuch  proteft,  with  a full  account 
of  the  tranfaCtion,  to  us  at  China. 

Should  you,  in  fuch  conflict,  have  the  fuperiority,  you  will  then  take  pofleffion  of  the 
veffel  that  attacked  you,  as  alfo  her  cargo,  and  bring  both,  with  the  officers  and  crew,  to 
China,  that  they  may  be  condemned,  and  their  crews  punilhed  as  pirates. 


N°  VI. 

EXTRACT  of  a LETTER  from  Mr.  MEARES  to  Mr.  R.  FUN  TER,  Second  Officer  of  the 
FElICE,  commanding  the  AMERICA ; dated  Friendly  Cove,  Nootha  Sound,  1 ofh  Sept.  1788. 

[/«  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  the  geth  April,  1790.  To  accompany  Inclofure  No  III.] 

YOU  are,  on  no  account,  to  hoift  any  colours  until  fuch  time  as  your  employers 
give  you  orders  for  this  purpofe,  except  on  taking  pofleffion  of  any  new  difeovered  land ; 
you  will  then  do  it,  with  the  ufual  formality,  for  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 


No  VII. 
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N°  VII. 

THE  INFORMATION  OF  WILLIAM  GRAHAM, 

[In  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  the  %otb  April,  1790.  No  IV.] 

Middlefex , I The  Information  of  William  Graham,  of  Grub  Street,  Mariner,  taken 
to  wit . j before  me  Sir  Sampfon  Wright,  Knight,  one  of  His  Majefty’s 

Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  County  of  Middlefex,  this  5th 
Day  of  May,  1790. 

W HO,  being  on  oath,  fays,  That  on  or  about  the  month  of  September,  1788, 
he  entered  himfelf  on  board  the  veffel  called  the  North-Weft  America,  then  lying  in 
King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of  America,  belonging  to  Mr.  John 
Meares,  a merchant  trading  in  thofe  parts : And  further  fays.  That  he  faw  faid  veffel 
launched  in  faid  harbour  under  Britilh  colours,  and  navigated  under  the  Britifh  flag,  and 
that  file  was  commanded  by  Robert  Funter,  who  is  a Britilh  fubjedt. 

And  this  Informant  further  fays,  That  faid  fhip  was  trading  on  account  of  faid  John 
Meares  on  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of  America,  between  the  latitudes  of  6o°  and  450  North, 
for  furs,,  a large  number  of  which  they  had  purchafed  and  got  onboard;  and  that  being 
in  want  of  provifions,  they  failed  from  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  where  they  had 
been  fo  trading  as  aforefaid,  and  returned  to  King  George’s  Sound  for  a frelh  fupply  of 
provifions,  at  which  time  the  natives  were  bringing  great  quantities  of  furs  for  fale. 

And  this  Informant  further  fays,  That  when  the  faid  veffel  arrived  in  the  Offing  of 
faid  King  George’s  Sound,  a number  of  boats  came  out  of  faid  Sound,  and  feized  faid 
veffel,  and  conducted  her  into  faid  Sound;  that  one  of  faid  boats  had  a gun  in  her  bow, 
and  all  the  people  on  board  the  boats  were  Spaniards,  and  were  armed  with  cutlafies, 
piftols,  and  mufquets  ; that  they  took  pofleflion  of  faid  veffel  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  made  this  Informant  and  the  reft  of  the  crew  prifoners.. 

That  on  entering  faid  Sound  in  manner  aforefaid,  he,  this-  Informant,,  faw  two  Spanilh 
men  of  war  lying  there,  one  carrying  twenty-fix  guns,  called  the  Princefla,  and  the  other 
twenty-four  guns,  called  the  St.  Carlos,,  with  feveral  hundred  men  on  board,  and  carry- 
ing the  Spanilh  flag. 

That  the  Spaniards  who  had' boarded  faid  veffel  as  aforefaid,  brought  her  to  an  anchor 
clofe  to  faid  frigates,  and  put  the  captain  and  crew  of  faid  veffel  on  board  faid  frigates  ; 
that  they  then  took  out  of  faid  veffel  all.  the  furs  and  other  merchandize,  and  put  the 
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fame  alfo  on  board  faid  frigates,  and  then  hoifted  the  Spanifh  flag  on  board  the  veflel 
they  had  fo  captured. 

That  the  Spaniards  entreated  this  Informant,  and  the  reft  of  the  crew  of  faid  veflel, 
to  enter  themfelves  as  feamen  on  board  faid  frigates,  which  they  all  refufed  to  do;  that 
faid  Spaniards  then  put  the  crew  of  faid  veflel  in  irons,  and  fed  them  with  horfe-beans 
and  water  for  the  fpace  of  about  three  weeks,  and  beat  and  otherwife  ill  treated  feveral 
of  them. 

And  this  Informant  further  fays.  That  he  was  informed  that  the  name  of  the  officer  who 
commanded  faid  frigates  is  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez ; and  he  alfo  further  fays,  that  if 
faid  veflel  could  have  continued  longer  in  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  from  whence 
fhe  was  obliged  to  return  to  King  George’s  Sound  through  want  of  provifion,  or  if  fhe 
had  got  a fupply  of  provifions  at  faid  Sound,  and  gone  back  to  the  Archipelago  (from 
which  flie  was  prevented  by  being  captured  as  aforefaid)  he  is  well  allured  that  they 
fliould  have  collected  a large  quantity  of  furs  and  other  merchandize,  and  that  the  voy- 
age would  have  been  very  advantageous  to  the  parties  interefted  therein. 

That  foon  after  the  capture  of  faid  veflel  as  aforefaid,  fhe  was  fitted  out,  and  fent  on  a 
trading  voyage,  by  faid  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez,  manned  with  Spaniards,  bearing  the 
Spanifh  flag,  and  having  alfo  on  board  one  David  Coolidge,  mate  of  the  floop  Wafbing- 
ton,  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  which  was  then  lying  in  faid  Sound  ; and 
in  the  month  of  July  following,  faid  veflel  returned  to  faid  Sound,  having  on  board  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  otter-fkins,  which  he,  this  Informant,  favv  taken  out  of  faid 
veflel,  and  put  on  board  faid  frigates. 

That  on  the  14th  day  of  the  month  of  June,  i 7S9,  the  Princefs  Royal  merchant  fhip 
of  London,  belonging  to  faid  Mr.  Meares  and  others,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  William 
Hudfon,  came  into  faid  Sound  with  Britifli  colours  flying,  and  anchored  near  the  faid 
frigates  ; that  faid  veflel,  Princefs  Royal,  lay  in  faid  Sound  a few  days,  and  then  failed 
(having  firft  obtained  the  permiffion  of  faid  Martinez  fo  to  do)  without  any  other  inter- 
ruption or  moleftation  whatever. 

That  on  or  about  the  3d  of  July,  the  Argonaut,  a merchant  fhip  appeared  in  the  Offing 
of  laid  King  George’s  Sound,  commanded  by  James  Colnett ; that  faid  Martinez  equipped 
a launch  with  twenty  men  and  upwards,  and  went  with  the  fame  himfelf,  accompanied  by 
Richard  Howe,  an  American,  and  fupracargo  of  the  fhips  Columbia  and  Wafhington,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  then  lying  in  faid  found)  on  board  faid 
Argonaut ; that  faid  Argonaut  failed  into,  and  anchored  in,  faid  Sound  with  Britifli  co- 
lours flying;  that  the  next  morning  the  Argonaut  wanting  to  put  to  fea,  was  prevented  by 
faid  Martinez,  who  feized  faid  veflel  with  an  armed  force,  took  the  captain  and  crew  on 
board  faid  frigates,  and  put  them  in  irons  ; that  faid  Martinez  ordered  the  Britifli  colours 
on  board  the  Argonaut  to  be  hauled  down,  and  the  Spanifh  colours  to  be  hoifted,  and 
fired  a gun  on  board  the  Argonaut,  and  took  pofleftion  of  the  veflel  in  the  name  of  His 
5 Catholic 


APPENDIX. 


Catholic  Majefty;  that  faid  Martinez  then  ordered  all  the  property  on  board  faid  Argo- 
naut to  be  removed  on  board  faid  frigates;  that  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  the  before- 
mentioned  veflel  the  Princefs  Royal  appeared  in  the  Offing  of  faid  King  George’s  Sound, 
and  that  Robert  Hudfon,  Matter  of  faid  veflel,  came  into  faid  Sound  in  his  boat;  that 
faid  Martinez  immediately  feized  faid  boat,  together  with  faid  Hudfon  and  the  boat’s 
crew,  on  whom  feveral  Spanifh  foldiers,  who  were  on  board  the  Argonaut  and  the  Prin- 
cefla  (one  of  faid  frigates)  fired  with  ball ; that  when  faid  Hudfon  came  alongfide  faid 
frigate  in  his  boat,  the  crew  belonging  to  faid  frigate  beat  faid  Hudfon  and  his  men,  and 
threw  faid  Hudfon  down  the  after  hatchway  of  faid  frigate,  faying,  “ Get  down,  you 
Englifh  dog,”  and  afterwards  put  him  in  the  cabin  under  a guard  of  foldiers ; that  the 
Spaniards  then  launched  two  boats,  armed  with  cutlafles,  &c.  which  went  on  board  the 
Princefs  Royal,  and  brought  her  into  the  Sound  ; that  they  then  fired  a gun  on  board  her, 
hauled  down  the  Englifh  and  hoifted  Spanifh  colours  on  board  her,  and  put  the  crew,  ail 
the  merchandize,  and  other  property  that  was  in  her,  on  board  one  of  faid  frigates,  and 
took  polieflion  of  faid  Princefs  Royal  in  the  name  of  HisCatholic  Majefty ; that  at  this  time 
he,  this  Informant,  faw  two  Spanifh  batteries  which  were  eredted  on  Ihore  in  faid  Sound, 
the  one  mounted  fixteen  guns,  and  the  other  feven  guns,  with  the  Spanifh  flag  flying 
thereon. 

And  this  Informant  further  fays,  that  he  remained  in  confinement  on  board  one  of  faid 
Spanifh  frigates  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  and  was  then  put  on  board  the  aforefaid 
American  veflel  the  Columbia,  in  order  to  return  to  China  ; that  before  faid  veflel  failed, 
he,  this  Informant,  was  feveral  times  on  board  the  Argonaut,  where  he  faw  Captain 
Colnett  and  his  officers  confined  in  the  cabin,  and  the  crew  in  the  fore-hatchway  in  irons. 

And  this  Informant  further  lays,  that  he  failed  from  China  on  board  the  Felice,  and 
arrived  in  faid  King  George’s  Sound  in  the  month  of  May,  1788;  that  in  about  a fort- 
night or  three  weeks  after  their  arrival  he  faw  Mr.  Meares  deliver  fome  articles  of  mer- 
chandize to  Maquilla,  the  fovereign  prince  of  the  faid  Sound,  which  he  then  underftood 
and  believed  were  given  as  a confederation  for  lands  which  the  faid  Mr.  Meares  had  re- 
quired for  an  eftablilhment  on  fhore ; that  faid  Mr.  Meares  did  eredt  a building  and  other 
conveniencies  on  faid  land,  and  that  the  fame  were  taken  pofleffion  of  by  faid  Martinez, 
who  raifed  a battery  of  two  guns,  and  hoifted  the  Spanifh  flag  thereon. 

And  this  Informant  fays,  that  there  were  a number  of  men,  natives  of  China,  at  faid 
Sound,  who  had  been  taken  thither  by  faid  Mr.  Meares ; and  that  faid  Martinez  refufed 
to  let  them  return  to  China,  and  employed  them  in  eredting  batteries  and  other  works, 
and,  as  he  hath  been  informed,  in  digging  in  the  mines. 

That  while  he  was  on  his  paflage  in  the  Columbia  to  China,  he  faw  a quantity  of  furs 
put  on  board  Arid  veflel  from  faid  Princefla,  and  that  the  name  Martinez  was  ftamped  or 
marked  thereon;  that  in  Port  Cofe,  in  their  way  to  China,  (and  where  the  Wafhington 
and  Columbia  met)  he  alfo  faw  a number  of  furs  put  on  board  the  Columbia  from  the 
Waihington. 
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And  this  Informant  hereby  acknowledges,  That  he  has  received  from  faid  Mr.  Meares 
all  the  wages  due  to  him  from  the  time  of  his  embarking  on  board  the  Felice  as  afore- 
faid,  to  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  China  on  board  the  Columbia ; and  fays,  that  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  of  his  coming  to  Europe  was  to  give  information  of  the  before-mentioned 
tranfaftions. 

That  when  he  was  at  Port  Cofe,  in  the  Columbia  as  aforefaid,  Captain  Kendrick,  who 
commanded  faid  veflel,  told  this  Informant  that  if  he  would  not  fign  articles  to  aflifl:  in 
navigating  her  to  China,  he  would  turn  him  afhore  among  the  Indians;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  faid  threats,  be  figned  faid  articles;  and  he,  this  Informant,  is  of  opinion, 
that  if  he  and  others  under  the  like  circumflances  had  not  given  fuch  afudance,  they 
could  not  have  carried  faid  veflel  to  China;  but  he  did  not  receive  any  recompence  for 
fuch  fervice. 

WILLIAM  GRAHAM* 

Sworn  before  me  the  day  and 
year  above  written, 

SAMPSON  WRIGHT. 


N°  VIII. 

T.  HUDSON’S  RECEIPT  FOR  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  THREE 

SEA-OTTER  SKINS. 

[/«  Mr.  Mearcs’s  Memorial  of  30 th  u4pril,  1790.  No.  V ] 

July  2 d,  1789,  in  Friendly  Cove,  Nootka  Sound. 

RECEIVED  from  Robert  Funter,  two  hundred  and  three  fea-otter  ikins,  num- 
bered 1 to  215,  in  good  order  and  well  conditio  red,  of  which  numbers,  twelve  are 
wanting,  viz.  No.  96,  17 c,  179,  180,  163,  197,  199,  202,  203,  204,  205,  and  208,  which 
I promife  to  deliver  in  the  like  good  order  and  condition  at  Macao,  Canton,  or  any  other 
port  where  they  may  be  ordered  by  the  eftablifhed  Company  of  Merchants  trading  from 
the  above  ports  to  this  coaft. 

Witnefs  my  hand  this  2d  day  of  July,  1789, 

T.  HUDSON. 

203  fkins. 

No.  IX. 
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N°  IX. 

CERTIFICATE  of  NINETY-SIX  SKINS  being  flipped  on  board  the  COLUMBIA. 

[In  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  3 otb  April,  1790.  No.  VI.] 

OF  the  ninety-fix  fkins,  which  I have  permitted  to  be  embarked  on  board  the  Co- 
lumbia, to  Captain  Robert  Funter,  and  Pilot  Thomas  Barnet,  on  their  account,  they 
fhall  pay  to  the  Captain  of  faid  frigate,  John  Kendrick,  the  correfponding  freight  for 
faid  fkins,  as  alfo  the  fupport  of  the  crew,  and  payment  of  faid  individuals  ; becaufe  that 
they  might  not  lofe  their  labour  and  pain,  I have  given  this  permiffion,  leaving  to  the 
faid  captain  and  pilot  their  right,  apart,  to  demand  of  Don  John  Cawalho,  in  whofe 
fervice  they  were,  of  the  London  Company  of  Free  Trade,  as  this  has  fatisfied  the  expences 
incurred  by  faid  Cawalho  in  his  veffels  by  means  of  the  purchafe. 

On  board  this  frigate  under  my  command,  in 
the  Port  of  St.  Lawrence  of  Nootka,  14th 
July,  1789. 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  JOS.  MARTINEZ. 

This  is  original  copy  of  an  order,  which  they  fay  Don  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez,  Cap. 
tain  of  the  Spanifh  frigate,  gave. 

Canton,  2d  December,  1789. 

Manuel  Netgole,  Firft  Supercargo 

Witnefs,  of  the  Philippine  Company* 

Henry  Hopman,  Third  Supercargo. 


N°  X. 

DEPOSITION  of  the  OFFICERS  and  MEN  of  the  Schooner  NORTH-WEST  AMERICA* 
[ In  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  7,0th  April,  1790.  No.  VII.] 

WE,  the  undermentioned  Captain  and  Seamen  of  the  North-Weft  America,  a 
veflel  of  forty  tons  burthen,  or  thereabouts^  built  in  King  George’s  Sound,  on  the  North 
Weft  Coaft  of  America,  by  Captain  John  Meares,  agent  for  the  Society  of  Britiih  Mer- 
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chants  trading  to  thofe  parts,  and  launched  under  the  colours  of  Great  Britain,  make 
oath  before  the  Chief  Supercargo  of  the  Honourable  Eaft  India  Company  refident  at 
Canton  : 

That  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  178S,  the  carpenters  of  the 
faid  John  Meares  did,  with  the  afliftance  of  divers  natives  of  America,  build,  launch, 
and  equip  a fchooner  of  forty  tons,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  found  or  port  difcovered  by 
the  late  Captain  James  Cook,  and  named  by  him  King  George’s  Sound,  in  honour  of 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign  ; that  the  faid  John  Meares  did  name  the  faid  veflel  the 
North-Weft  America,  as  the  firft  veflel  ever  built  in  that  part  of  the  world  ; that  fhe  was 
equipped  at  a great  and  heavy  expence  of  ftores,  tackle,  and  furniture,  particularly 
iron,  the  moft  valuable  commodity  in  thofe  parts  ; that  all  thofe  ftores,  iron,  &c.  were 
conveyed  to  the  American  coaft,  with  infinite  labour,  coft,  charge,  and'  expences,  on 
the  {hip  Iphigenia,  as  appears  by  her  books  of  outfit  and  equipment;  that  the  faid  John 
Meares  did  appoint  Mr.  Robert  Funter  mafter  of  the  North-Weft  America,  deeming 
him  a full  and  fufficient  perfon  to  conduct  her  commerce  and  guidance,  and  did  alio  ap- 
point Peter  Henry,  Robert  Davidfon,  and  John  Eaft,  quarter-mafters  of  the  faid 
fchooner,  as  w'dl  as  Thomas  Thiftlewood,  William  Graham,  and  John  Clarke,  ma- 
riners, all  fubjedls  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  alfo  aflifting,  a native  of  China,  a 
carpenter,  and  Aflee  and  Aehaw,  mariners  of  the  fame  country,  to  compofe  her  crew, 
to  trade  along  the  North-Weft  coaft  of  America,  on  account  and  for  the  benefit  of  tire 
aflociated  merchants  of  Great  Britain  trading  to  thofe  parts;  and  that  we,  the  above- 
mentioned  people,  have  been  paid  our  full  and  juft  wages  agreeable  to  juftice,  from  the 
time  of  our  firftftailing  from  China  until  the  time  of  our  return,  as  the  books  of  outfit 
will  fhew,  and  agreeable  to  our  receipts. 

That  on  the  9th  of  June,  1789,  being  returned  to  King  George’s  Sound  from  a trad- 
ing expedition  amongft  the  Charlotte’s  Ifles,  unfufpedting  enemies  or  other  hoftile  at- 
tacks, there  did  come  from  thence  boats  manned  and’  equipped  for  war,  commanded  by 
Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  commander  of  two  fhips  of  war  of  His  Catholic  Majefty 
then  in  King  George’s  Sound,  and  did  tow  or  convey  the  faid  North-Weft  America,  her 
crew,  tackle,  cargo,  and  furniture,  into  the  faid  Sound,  and  did  anchor  her  clofe  to  the 
Spanifh  fhips  of  war,  and  then  did  take  pofleflion  of  the  fchooner,  her  tackle,  cargo, 
furniture,  goods  and  chatties  of  the  aflociated  merchants,  in  the  name  of  His  Catholic 
Majefty,  and  as  a good  and  lawful  prize. 

That  the  faid  fchooner  North-Weft  America  did  barter  and  trade  with  the  natives  of 
the  North-Weft  coaft  of  America,  for  two  hundred  and  fifteen  fea-otter  {kins  of  good  and 
prime  quality;  that  the  faid  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  fea-otter  (kins  were  put 
on  board  of  the  floop  Princefs  Royal,  of  London,  belonging  to  the  aflociated  merchants, 
for  their  ufe  and  advantages. 
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That  the  faid  Robert  Funter  and  his  crew  were  removed  prifoners  on  board  the  faid 
Spanifh  fhips  of  war,  to  their  vexation,  detriment,  and  lofs ; and  that  the  faid  fchoon  er 
North-Weft  America  was  taken  out  of  his  care,  and  given  up  to  the  plunder  of  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  ; that  the  colours  of  Spain  were  hoifted  on  board  the  faid' 
North-Weft  America;  that  every  formality  was  ufed  by  the  Spaniards,  by  fprinkling 
holy-water,  &c.  on  the  above  veftel,  in  order  to  cover  their  unjuft  and  cruel  pro- 
ceedings. 

That  the  quantity  of  trade  and  commerce  on  board  the  North-Weft  America,  when- 
taken  by  the  Spaniards,  was  great  and  conftderable  ; and  that  being  in  want  of  provifions* 
fhe  returned  to  King  George’s  Sound,  in  the  foie  hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  of  the 
fhips  of  the  aftbciated  merchants,  to  receive  from  them  the  fupplies  wanted;  that  num- 
bers of  fkins  were  left  behind  amongft  the  Charlotte’s  Ifles;  and  we  do  aver,  to  the  belt 
of  our  belief,  that  had  there  been  fufficient  provifions  on  board  the  fchooner,  fo  as  to 
have  permitted  her  further  flay,  that  one  thoufand  fea-otter  fkins  would  have  been  col- 
lected, in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  fifteen  above-mentioned:  and  we  further 
make  oath,  That  the  detention  in  King  George’s  Sound,  by  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Mar* 
tinez,  was  to  the  ruin  of  the  voyage,  and  the  irreparable  lofs  of  the  aftbciated  mer“ 
chants. 

Th  ac  the  faid  North  Weft  America  was  immediately  equipped  and  manned  by  Don 
Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  with  Spanifh  officers  and  feamen,  with  Mr.  David  Coolidge, 
firft  mate  of  the  floop  Wafhington,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a pilot;  that  fhe 
failed  from  King  George’s  Sound  under  the  Spanifh  flag  on  a trading  voyage;  that  in  the 
month  of  July  fhe  returned  to  the  faid  Sound  with  a cargo  of  feventy-five  fea-otter  fkins^, 
or  upwards,  to  the  heavy  lofs  of  the  aftbciated  merchants. 

That  we  do  further  make  oath.  That  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  offer  to  Mr. 
Robert  Funter  to  go  as  pilot  to  the  fchooner,  to  ffiew  the  different  harbours  where  fkins 
were  to  be  collected,  and  to  trade  along  the  coaft;  and  as  an  inducement  to  accept  of 
this  ftation,  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen.  Martinez  did  offer  unto  the  faid  Mr.  Robert 
Funter  the  half  of  all  furs  or  valuables  collected  during  the  voyage;  and  the  faid  Mr. 
Robert.  Funter  having  acquired  a conftderable  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  the  North-Weft 
coaft  of  America,  was  preffed  by  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  to  discover  the  nature  of 
the  commerce,  and  to  enter  into  their  fervice.  And  we  do  further  make  oath,  That 
thole  offers  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  were  rejected  with  indignation,  as  incom- 
patible with  our  being  in  the  fervice  of  the  aftbciated  merchants. 

That  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  make  ufe  of  all  manner  of  threats 
and  other  unlawful  endeavours  of  punifhments  and  imprifonments,  See.  &c.  &c.  to  in- 
duce the  faid  Robert. Funter  to  make  fome  inftrument  of  writing,  whereby  the  right  and 
title  of  faid  fchooner  North-Weft  America,  ftiould  be  conveyed  to  the  above  Don  Jofeph 
Stephen  Martinez;  that  all  thofe  efforts  and  threats  were  fuftained  without  giving  fuch 
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an  inftrument  in  writing  : And  do  further  make  oath.  That  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  fea-otter  fkins  collected  on  board  the  North-Weft  America,  twelve  were  either 
loft  or  ftolen  on  board  the  Spanifh  fhip  Princefla,  which  reduced  the  above  number  of 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  to  two  hundred  and  three  fkins,  which  were  put  on  board  the 
Princefs  Royal. 

That  on  or  about  the  14th  of  July,  the  Princefs  Royal  of  London,  being  in  want  of 
wood  and  water,  and  othervvife  much  diftreffed,  did  fail  into  King  George’s  Sound,  and 
did  anchor  near  to  the  Ships  commanded  by  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez;  and 
that  Mr.  William  Hudfon,  matter  of  the  above  veflel,  finding  the  fchooner  North  Weft 
America,  belonging  to  the  atfociatcd  merchants,  with  cargo  and  tackle,  &c.  feized  by 
■the  Spaniards,  did  receive  on  board  the  faid  floop  Princefs  Royal,  with  the  leave  and 
licence  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  three  primi 
fea-otter  fkins,  on  account  of  the  aftbciated  merchants;  the  faid  Don  Joieph  Stephen 
Martinez  having  determined  to  capture  the  hull  and  tackle  of  the  North  Weft  America, 
but  liberate  the  cargo  of  the  above  number  of  two  hundred  and  three  fea-otter  fkins. 

That  the  above  floop  Princefs  Royal,  William  Hudfon,  matter,  did  put  to  fea  out  of 
Nootka  Sound,  having  on  board  the  above  cargo  of  the  aflbciated  merchants,  and 
after  having  figned  a receipt  for  the  above  fkins,  which  receipt  is  attached  to  this 
affidavit. 

And  we  do  further  make  oath,  that  the  receipt  attached  to  this  affidavit,  is  the  true 
and  juft  receipt  received  from  William  Hudfon,  matter  of  the  Princefs  Royal. 

And  we  do  make  oath,  that  the  fhip  Argonaut,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  James 
Colnett,  of  his  Majefty’s  navy,  and  belonging  to  the  aflbciated  merchants,  did  arrive 
off  King  George’s  Sound,  on  or  about  the  3d  of  July  1789;  and  that  Don  Jofeph  Stephen 
Martinez  perceiving  the  faid  veflel  in  the  offing,  did  man  and  equip  a launch  w ith  feventy 
men  and  upwards,  and  went  himfelf,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Richard  Howe,  an  American, 
and  fupercargo  of  the  fbips  Columba  and  Wafhington,  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  then  in  King  George’s  Sound,  and  went  on  board  the  faid  fhip  Argonaut, 
ivhere  he  was  received  with  every  friendfhip  and  civility;  that  the  Argonaut  being  come 
off  along  voyage,  and  otherwife  much  diftreffed,  was  enticed  and  decoyed  into  the  faid 
Sound  by  the  affurances,  and  refting  on  the  faith  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  who 
promifed  him  every  affiftance  and  friendfhip;  and  that  the  fhip  Argonaut  having  in 
confequence  of  this,  entered  King  George’s  Sound,  was  boarded  by  armed  boats  equipped 
from  the  Spanifh  fhips,  and  feized  and  made  a prize  of,  her  officers,  crew,  and  cargo,  in 
the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  by  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez;  and  that  the  officers 
and  crew  were  immediately  removed  on  board  the  Spanifh  fhips,  and  the  Biitifh  fhip 
Argonaut  was  given  up  by  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  to  plunder,  not  only  the 
goods,  <kc.  of  the  aflbciated  merchants,  but  the  private  moveables  and  valuables  of 
the.  officers  and  crew. 
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That  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  with  priefts  and  all  due  formalities,  hoifled  the 
flag  of  Spain  on  the  Brit: fh.  fhip  Argonaut,  and  did  threaten  Captain  James  Colnett, 
that  if  he  did  not  comply  with  all  orders,  injunctions,  and  other  demands,  that  they 
would  immediately  hang  the  laid  Captain  James  Colnett  at  the  yard  arm,  which  preffed 
fo  forcibly  on  the  mind  of  the  faid  Colnett,  that  it  deprived  him  of  his  fenfesj  that  he 
made  repeated  attempts  to  deftroy  himfelf,  and  did  once  jump  out  of  the  cabin  window 
into  the  fea,  and  was  with  difficulty  faved. 

That  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  fhip  Argonaut, 
did  take  out  of  her  the  greateft  part  of  her  copper  trade,  arms*  great  guns,  ammunition, 
provifions,  tar,  pitch,  canvas,  and  other  naval  ftores,  with  all  the  charts,  inflruments,  &c. 
of  the  officers. 

We  do  further  make  oath,  that  the  journal  of  the  flrip  Argonaut  was  true  and  faith- 
fully delivered  by  Mr.  Robert  Duffin,  firft  officer  of  the  faid  fhip,  to  Mr.  Robert  Funter, 
nrafter  of  the  N.  W.  America,  as  well  as  the  letters  figned  Robert  Duffin,  and  addrelfed 
to  John  Meares,  agent  for  the  affociated  Britilh  merchants  trading  to  the  North  Weft 
coafl:  of  America,  which  journals  or  letters  are  attached  to  this  affidavit. 

And  we  do  make  oath,  that  on  the  13th  of  July  the  floop  Princefs  Royal  of  London 
was  out  at  fea,  in  the  offing  of  King  George's  Sound,  and  that  Mr.  Robert  Hudfon, 
mafterof  the  faid  floop,  did  take  his  boat  and  row  into  the  faid  Sound,  and  that  himfelf, 
boat  and  crew,  were  feized  by  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  who  made  prifoners  of 
them;  and  did  by  force  apd  threats  of  hanging  him  at  the  yard  arm,  get  the  laid  Wil- 
liam Hudfon  to  write  a letter  on  board  the  Prin  :efs  Royal,  then  lying  off  at  fea,  to 
deliver  up  without  contefl:  the  above  floop ; and  that  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did 
order  his  fecond  Lieutenant,  named  Montefare,  to  take  armed  boats,  equipped  for  war, 
and  go  on  board  the  Princefs  Royal,  and  deliver  the  faid  written  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer  on  board  ; and  that  thofe  boats  did  accordingly  go  to  the  Princefs  Royal,,, 
and  did  feize  her,  and  with  force  confined  the  crew'  below  the  d.ck,  and  did  carrv  her 
into  King  George’s  Sound,  when  Don  Joieph  Stephen  Martinez  did  order  the  Spanifh 
colours  to  be  hoifled  on  the  Princeis  Royal,  and  captured  her  officers,  crew,  cargo,  tackle,, 
and  furniture,  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majtfly. 

That  to  the  befl  of  our  know  ledge  and  belief,  the  faid  Princefs  Royal  had  on  bo  rd 
two  hundred  and  feventy  prime  fea  otter  fkins  belonging  to  the  affociated  merchants, 
as  w'ell  as  two  hundred  and  three  prime  fea  otter  fkins  received  from  Mr.  Robert  Funter, 
matter  of  the  N.  W.  America,  making  in  all  four  hundred  and  feventy  three  prime  lea- 
otter  fkins,  all  which  were  feized  by  the  faid  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  in  the  name  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty. 

That  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  take  poffeffion,  with  all  due  form; 
&c*  &c.  of  the  Princefs  Royal  of  London.  And  we  do  further  make  oath,  that  Don 
Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  give  us,  the  above-mentioned  Mr.  Robert  Funter  and  fea- 
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men,  leave  and  licence  to  return  to  China  in  the  American  fhip  Columbia  ; and  that  wc 
did  embark  on  board  the  fame  fh i p , and  did  return  to  China  on  the  2n  1 of  November, 
1789;  and  that  previous  to  our  leaving  King  George’s  Sound,  and  the  North-Weft  coaft 
of  America,  we  did  fee  fail  out  of  the  faid  port,  the  Britifh  fhip  Argonaut  under  the  Spa- 
niih  flag,  a prize  to  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez,  having  on  board  Captain  James 
Colnett,  Mr.  Robert  Duffin,  and  the  greater  part  of  her  crew,  with  a guard  of  fifty  Spa- 
nifh feamen,  bound  to  the  Spanilh  port  of  St.  Bias,  in  the  latitude  of  210  or  thereabouts, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez;  and  that  Jofeph  Tobar,  firft 
Lieutenant  of  the  Spanilh  fhip  Princefla,  was  in  command  of  the  Argonaut  on  her  leaving 
King  George’s  Sound  ; and  that  the  Columbia,  and  the  American  fioop  Wafhington  did 
depart  from  King  George’s  Sound  together,  unmolefted  in  any  meafure  by  the  Spaniards, 
but  on  the  contrary  in  full  friendfhip  and  alliance,  leaving  in  that  Sound  Don  Jofeph 
Stephen  Martinez,  with  his  two  Chips,  and  the  fioop  Princefs  Royal  and  the  N.  W Ame- 
rica as  prizes.  That  the  Columbia  and  Wafhington  did  fleer  to  a harbour  to  the  South- 
ward of  King  George’s  Sound,  where  they  feparated,  the  Columbia  returning  to  China, 
and  the  Wafhington  remaining  on  the  coaft. 

That  we  do  further  make  oath,  that  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  order  a certain 
number  of  fea-otter  fkins  (the  number  of  which  we  cannot  afeertain)  to  be  put  on  board 
the  American  fhip  Columbia,  previous  to  her  and  the  Wafhington’s  leaving  King  George’s 
Sound,  and  that  the  fame  fhip  Columbia  did  go  to  fea  with  thofe  fkins  on  board;  and  on 
the  arrival  of  the  two  American  fhips  at  the  port  above-mentioned  to  the  Southward,  Mr. 
John  Kendrick,  matter  of  the  fir  ip  Columbia,  did  leave  the  faid  fhip,  and  go  on  board 
the  fioop  Wafhington,  taking  the  above-mentioned  Spanifh  fkins  with  him;  and  Mr. 
Robert  Grey,  matter  of  the  fioop  Wafhington,  did  go  on  board  the  fhip  Columbia,  and 
took  charge  of  the  faid  fhip,  quitted  the  coaft  of  America,  and  returned  to  China  as 
above-mentioned,  leaving  the  fioop  WTafhington  in  the  above-mentioned  harbour  to  the 
Southward. 

And  we  do  further  make  oath,  that  the  provifions  agreeable  to  the  receipt  attached  to 
this  affidavit,  were  put  on  board  the  fhip  Columbia,  by  order  of  Don  Jofeph  Stephen 
Martinez,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  victual  us,  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  N.  W.  Ame- 
rica; but  that,  inftead  of  being  appropriated  to  this  ufe,  part  thereof  were  put  on  board 
the  fioop  Wafhington,  then  commanded  by  Mr.  Kendrick,  in  order  that  fire  might  con- 
tinue out  a longer  trading  voyage  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

That  the  faid  Don  Jofeph  Stephen  Martinez  did  order  to  be  fhipped  on  board  the  fhip 
Columbia,  commanded  by  the  faid  Mr.  Grey,  the  number  of  ninety-fix  fea  otter  fkins, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fulfilling  the  contents  of  a Spanifh  paper  attached  to  this  affidavit,  duly 
authenticated  by  the  chief  of  the  Spanifh  Eaft  India  Company  at  Canton. 

And  we  do  further  make  oath,  that  the  fhip  Columbia,  on  quitting  the  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, was  fo  weakly  manned,  that  we  do  verily  believe  that  fhe  would  not  have  been  able 
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to  have  returned  to  China,  had  it  not  been  for  the  exertions  of  us,  the  matter  and  Teamen 
of  the  N.  W.  America ; that  the  reafon  of  this  weaknefs  on  board  the  Columbia  was  their 
fending  the  greater  part  of  their  crew  on  board  the  (loop  Wafhington,  in  order  that  fhe 
might  be  manned,  and  made  more  competent  to  continue  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

Sworn  at  Canton,  before  the  Honourable  Eaft  India  Company’s  chief  Supra-cargo, 
this  fifth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  : 

(Signed) 

Robert  Funter,  Matter  of  the  N.  W.  America. 
Robert  Davidson,  Quarter-matter. 

Peter  Henry,  Quarter-matter. 

John  East,  Quarter-matter. 

William  Graham, 

Thomas  Littlewood, 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Canton  in  China,  this  fifth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

(Signed) 

JOHN  HARRISON  jun.  Chief  Supra-cargo. 


N°  XI. 

JOHN  KENDRICK’s  Receipt  for  Provifions,  8cc,  on  board  the  Ship  COLUMBIA. 
[In  Mr.  Meare's  Memorial  of  the  30 ih  April,  1790.  To  accompany  Inclofure,  No.  y.] 


13th  July,  1789. 

■p  ECEIV'ED  from  on  board  the  Snow  Argonaut,  on  board  the  fhip  Columbia,  the  un- 
der-mentioned  articles  ; viz. 


12  Squares  of  fhoe  leather. 
2 Small  cafks  of  vinegar. 


5 Calks  of  fait  provifions. 

20  Pickles  of  rice. 

2 Small  calks  of  vinegar. 

Per  JOHN  KENDRICK. 

The  above  is  a true  copy  of  the  original,  figned  as  above,  See. 

Per  ROBERT  DUFFIN. 
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NO.  XII. 

EXTRACT  of  the  JOURNAL  of  the  IPHIGENIA. 

[In  Mr.  Mcare  s Afemorial  of  $cth  April,  1790.  No.  8.] 

REMARKS,  tsfc.  on  Board  the  IPHIGENIA  NUBIANA. 

April  20th,  1789.  AT  one  P.  M.  a breeze  fprung  up  from  the  N.  Wj  flood  in  for 
the  Sound.  At  feven  P.  M.  the  tide  and  wind  failing,  dropped  the  ftream  anchor  in  fifty 
fathoms  water,  one  mile  from  the  Ihore,  and  two  miles  from  Friendly  Cove.  At  10  A.  M. 
weighed  with  a Southerly  wind  Ihortly  afterwards  came  along-fide  Captain  Kendrick  and 
officers;  they  had  wintered  in  Friendly  Cove,  and  had  only  removed  a few  days  with  their 
fhip  up  to  Moweena,  about  eight  miles  higher  up  the  Sound.  At  eleven  A.  M.  dropped 
anchor  in  the  Cove,  and  moored  with  the  pieces  of  junk.;  employed  unbending  fails  and 
getting  the  top-gallant  mails  and  yards  down  on  deck: — This  log  at  midnight. 

21/?. — Light  winds  and  variable:  the  limbers  being  all  choaked  with  the  fand- 
ballaft,  fo  that  the  water  could  not  find  its  way  into  the  pump  well,  fet  all  hands  to  work, 
in  the  morning  to  clear  the  hold  : departed  this  life  Acchon  Aching,  a feaman  ; he  was 
delirious  from  the  time  of  his  fall  from  the  crofs  trees  till  he  died:  interred  the  corpfa 
on  fhore. 

22 d. — The  wind  from  the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  with  fair  weather;  fent  fome  fails  on 
fhore,  and  eredled  a tent  to  put  our  empty  calks  in;  employed  in  the  hold,  the  cooper 
overhauling  the  provifions  and  putting  frefh  pickle  in  the  calks. 

i^d.~ -Firft  part  light  winds  and  variable;  employed  heaving  out  ballafl;  in  the 
morning  moved  the  tank  to  get  to  the  limbers.  At  10  A.  M.  arrived  the  Hoop  Waflvng- 
ton  from  the  Southward;  f found  that  they  had  been  out  fix  weeks,  and  had  procured 
about  300  fea  otter  fkins. 

24 th. — Strong  gales  and  hazy  weather,  with  rain;  employed  moving  the  great 
guns  in  the  hold,  which  we  found  a very  laborious  piece  of  work;  every  rope  we  had  in 
the  Chip  gave  way,  fo  that  we  were  oblig'd  to  borrow  a fall  from  the  American  Hoop. 
Having  intelligence  that  a fail  was  in  the  offing,  difpatched  the  long-boat  to  her  affifi- 
ance ; tound  her  to  be  our  confort  the  N.  W.  America;  at  noon  Are  anchored  in  the  Cove. 
Sailed  out  of  the  Cove  the  (loop  Walhington  for  Moweena. 

25 th. — Frefh  gales  and  cloudy  weather,  with  the  wind  from  the  S.  W.  Having 
intelligence  that  the  American  Hoop  was  bound  to  the  Northward  as  foon  as  they  could 
get  trade  wrought  up,  I gave  orders  for  the  fchooner  not  to  unbend  her  fails,  but  to  be 
hauled  on  Ihorc  immediately,  to  flop  her  leaks.  At  fix  P.  M.  having  flopped  her  leaks 
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as  well  as  we  could,  by  nailing  lead  over  them,  (for  we  had  neither  pitch  or  tar  on  board) 
and  fcrubbed  her  bottom,  at  ten  hauled  her  oft'  the  ways, 

26/G — In  the  morning  hauled  the  fchooner  along-fide,  and  ftruck  her  guns  and  other 
•{lores  in;  fent  like  wife  on  board  her  the  following  articles,  viz.  all  the  canvas  I had  got, 
one  puncheon  of  bread,  one  calk  of  yams,  one  of  pork,  two  of  my  beft  men,  and  fecond 
officer,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  part  of  the  coaft  I intended  to  fend  her;  1 fent 
on  board  her  as  trade,  fifty  bars  of  iron,  thirty  cut  up,  two  hundred  choppers,  three  dozen 
of  adzes,  one  dozen  of  wood  axes,  and  a quantity  of  large  blue  beads. 

28 th. — Moderate  and  clear  weather,  with  the  wind  from  N.  E.  At  day-light  towed 
the  fchooner  out  of  the  Cove,  the  long-boat  attending  her  out  to  fea  about  two  leagues. 

May  6th. — Moderate  and  fair  weather;  having  intelligence  from  the  natives,  that  a vefiel 
was  in  the  offing,  in  the  morning  I ordered  the  long-boat  to  go  off  with  the  chief  officers, 
(being  unwell  myfelf);  about  ten  I was  acquainted  by  my  people,  that  the  veffel  appear- 
-ed  to  be  a {hip,  and  not  like  the  Felice;  at  eleven  fne  dropped  anchor,  and  faluted  me 
with  nine  guns,  which  I returned*  my  boat  came  on  board,  and  acquainted  me  fhe  was.  a 
Spanifh  fhip  of  war,  commanded  by  Commodore  Don  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez,  on  dif- 
covery;  that  there  were  two  others,  a fhip  and  a fnow,  that  had  parted  company  about 
fourteen  days  ago:  the  Commodore  fent  his  compliments  to  me,  and  requefted  my  com- 
pany on  board  the  Princeffa  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  fhip)  to  dinner;  I went  on 
board,  and  carried  him  a prefent  of  a long  feathered  cloak  and  cap;  he  told  me,  on  my 
going  on  board,  he  came  from  Gonalafhka,— -that  he  had  been  in  Prince  William’s  Sound 
and  Cook’s  River,*— and  fhewed  me  a copy  of  a letter  I wrote  in  anfwer  to  one  I received 
from  Mr,  Ifmyloff,  on  the  25th  day  of  June,  1788.  At  the  time  I wrote  this  letter  I was 
in  Cook’s  River;  he  was  at  anchor  then  off  Montagu  Ifiand;  how  we  came  to  pafs  one 
another,  he  failing  from  the  Sound  to  Cook’s  River,  and  I failing  from  Cook’s  River  to 
the  Sound,  I am  at  a lofs  to  know.  He  fell  in  with  the  Wafhington  to  the  Northward, 
and  fupplied  her  with  feveral  things  fhe  was  in  want  of.  I acquainted  him  with  my  dif 
treffed  fituation,— that  the  veffel  had  like  to  have  foundered  before  we  made  the  port, 
for  want  of  pitch  and  tar  to  flop  her  leaks,— that  I expe&ed  my  confort  from  China  every- 
day; if  fhe  did  not  arrive,  I mu  ft  beg  his  all fiance,  which  he  promifed  me.  Captain 
Kendrick  arriving  from  Moweena,  after  dinner  we  went  on  Chore,  accompanied  by  Don 
jofeph,  and  three  padries  that  were  to  make  ail  the  Indians  Chriftians:  I thought  they 
had  taken  a hard  talk  in  hand. 

Foggy  weather;  people  employed  in  cutting  up  fire  wood, 

Sth — Moderate  breezes  and  fair  weather;  compleated  our  fire  wood;  waiting  with  great 
impatience  for  the  arrival  of  the  Felice, 

^—•"Moderate  weather,  In  the  morning  I,  accompanied  the  Commodore,  the  padries, 
and  his  officers  to  Moweena,  to  dine  with  Captain  Kendricks  In  the  evening  we  returned. 
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20 ih. — Pleafant  land  and  fea  breezes.  This  day  Captain  Kendrick  and  officers,  the 
Spanifh  Commodore,  and  the  padries  dined  on  board  the  Iphigenia;  having  one  Sand- 
wich Ifland  hog  left,  and  a few  yams,  I fent  the  hog  on  board  the  Spanifh  fhip,  and  had 
it  dreffed  after  their  own  fafhion ; they  added  two  or  three  other  difhes,  fo  that  we  made 
it  out  pretty  well. 

nth. — Cloudy  weather  and  heavy  rain.  In  the  morning  the  Spanifh  Commodore 
Went  up  to  Moweena,  taking  his  cot  and  bedding  along  with  him.  He  promifed  to  let 
me  have  the  articles  I was  in  want  of  at  his  return.  In  the  evening  we  had  intelligence 
by  the  natives  of  a veffel  being  in  the  offing. 

i ith. — Moderate  and  cloudy  weather.  In  the  morning,  having  got  fome  pitch  and 
tar  from  the  Princeffa,  hauled  the  long  boat  afhore,  and  fet  the  carpenter  and  caulker  to 
work  to  caulk  her  bottom.  At  three  P.  M.  having  finifhed  the  long  boat,  I intended  to 
fend  him  down  to  Wiccananifh.  At  five  P.  M.  Mr.  Adamfon  acquainted  me  that  Captain 
Meares  was  in  the  offing,  and  that  the  natives  had  fold  him  fome  fifh ; (having  been  un- 
well for  fome  time  pad,  and  now  confined  to  my  bed,)  I ordered  him  to  go  off  with  the 
long  boat  to  his  affiftance.  At  fix  ditto  I was  acquainted  fhe  dropped  anchor  one  mile  to 
the  Northward  of  the  port  and  hoifled  Spanifh  colours. 

ig th. — Moderate  and  cloudy  weather.  At  ten  A.  M.  came  in  and  dropped  anchor  in 
the  cove,  the  Spanifh  fnow  St.  Carlos,  commanded  by  Captain  Arrow.  He  lent  his  com- 
pliments to  me,  and  requeued  my  company  to  dinner;  being  unwell  I declined  his  invi- 
tation. In  the  afternoon  he  paid  me  a vifit;  and  in  the  evening  the  Commodore  came 
down  from  Moweena,  accompanied  by  Captain  Kendrick,  and  fome  of  his  officers. 

i^lh. — At  nine  in  the  morning  the  Spanifh  commodore  fent  for  me  and  Mr.  Viana  on 
board  the  Princeffa.  As  foon  as  I was  on  board  he  took  out  a paper,  and  told  me,  that 
was  the  King  of  Spain’s  orders  to  take  all  the  veffels  he  met  with  on  the  coafl  of  America ; 
that  I was  now  his  prifoner.  I urged  the  diflrefs  we  were  in  before  we  reached  the  har- 
bour; the  veffel  without  cables ; no  pitch  nor  tar  on  board  to  flop  her  leaks;  no  bread 
on  board,  nor  any  thing  to  live -on  but  fait  pork  ; that  if  I had  fleered  for  any  port  in 
South  America,  the  Spaniards  would  not  have  feized  my  veffel,  but  fupplied  me  with  the 
neceffaries  I was  in  want  of,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  nations  ; to  take  me  a prifoner  in  a 
foreign  port  that  the  King  of  Spain  had  never  laid  claim  to,  was  a piece  of  injuftice  that 
no  nation  had  ever  attempted  before  : but  that,  fooner  than  be  detained  as  a prifoner,  (al- 
though the  veffel  had  like  to  have  foundered  before  we  got  into  the  harbour,)  if  he  would 
give  me  permiffion,  I would  inftantly  leave  the  port.  This  was  denied.  Forty  or  fifty 
men,  with  fome  officers,  w-ent  on  board,  hoifled  the  Spanifh  colours,  and  took  poffeffion 
of  the  Iphigenia.  The  keys  of  my  cheft  were  demanded;  my  charts,  journals,  papers, 
and  in  fhort,  every  thing  that  was  in  the  veffel,  they  took  poffeffion  of.  I was  not  fo 
ynuch  as  allowed  to  go  on  board.  I enquired  the  caufe  of  his  not  taking  the  Wafhing- 
ton  floop,  as  he  had  orders  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  take  every  veffel  he  met  with  on 
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this  coaft.  He  gave  me  no  fatisfa&ory  anfwer;  but  told  me  my  papers  were  bad  ; that 
they  mentioned  I was  to  take  all  Engliffi,  Ruffian  and  Spaniffi  veffels  that  were  of  inferior 
force  to  the  Iphigenia,  and  fend  or  carry  their  crews  to  Macao,  there  to  be  tried  for  their 
lives  as  pirates.  I told  him  they  had  not  interpreted  the  papers  right;  that  though  I did 
not  underhand  Portuguefe,  I had  feen  a copy  of  them  in  Engliffi  at  Macao,  which  men- 
tioned, if  I was  attacked  by  any  of  thofe  three  nations,  to  defend  myielf,  and  if  I had 
the  fupcricrity,  to  fend  the  captain  and  crew  to  Macao  to  aofwQr  for  the  infult  they  offered. 
The  padries  and  the  clerk  read  the  papers  over,  and  faid  they  had  interpreted  the  papers 
right. 

In  the  evening  of  the  15th,  Captain  Kendrick  came  down  from  Moweena;  having  been 
informed  Captain  Kendrick  was  privy  to  my  being  taken  prifoner,  and  that  it  was  lettled 
when  the  Spaniffi  Commodore  was  laft  at  Moweena,  when  he  came  on  board  the  Iphige- 
nia I refufed  to  fee  him.  This  being  reported  to  the  Spanifh  Commodore,  I was  ordered, 
at  ten  o’clock  at  night  (although  I was  very  unwell)  to  turn  out,  and  carry  my  bed  on 
board  the  Spanilh  fnow,  it  both  raining  and  blowing  at  the  time.  Here  I remained  for 
fome  time  without  a foul  to  fpeak  to.  My  fervant,  who  was  a Manilla  man,  and  fpoke 
the  language  very  well,  was  not  permitted  to  come  near  me,  fpr  fear  of  his  difcovering 
fome  of  their  proceedings  that  was  carrying  on.  In  ffiort,  they  dole  a number  of  things, 
and  afterwards  laid  the  blame  on  my  fervant.  My  people  were  divided  between  the  two 
veffels,  and  every  method  made  ufe  of  to  entice  them  to  enter.  The  fails  were  bent, 
and  fome  new  running  rigging  wove.  A captain  was  appointed,  and  officers,  to  carry  me 
to  St.  Bias.  My  officers  were  to  be  detained,  and  one  half  of  my  people  on  board  the 
two  Spaniffi  ffiips,  and  I was  requelted  to  choofe  the  quieted:  of  mv  men  to  go  along  with 
me.  A lift  of  them  I was  delired  to  give  to  the  commodore,  as  we  were  10  fail  in  a few 
days.  This  I would  not  comply  with,  but  told  him,  he  might  fend  home  if  he  thought 
proper;  that  the  Iphigenia  was  not  fit  to  go  to  fea  till  ffie  was  caulked,  and  her  leaks 
Hopped.  This  they  immediately  let  about.  After  taking  every  thing  out  of  her,  cop- 
per, iron,  trade  of  every  kind,  and  all  my  Sandwich  Ifland  pork,  they  fill  d the  after- 
hold with  fand  ballad:,  that  we  had  been  at  fo  much  pains  to  get  out.  The  f hooner 
North-Wed:  America,  and  the  Felice,  being  daily  expedited  in,  none  of  us  were  permit- 
ted to  fpeak  to  the  natives,  although  I found  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  Maquilla,  and 
the  other  chiefs,  as  did  Mr.  Ingraham,  chief  officer  of  the  Columbia.  We  requ  lied 
them  to  have  boats'ready  to  go  off  to  Captain  Meares  and  Captain  Funter,  and  acquaint 
them  not  to  come  in  to  Nootka  : that  1 was  cap  chetled , that  is,  taken;  they  told 
us  they  underftood.  They  wanted  to  know  if  I was  now  a colt,  that  is,  a d ive,— — 
that  if  I would  go  with  them,  they  would  fend  boats  to  watch  for  an  opportunitv  to  car- 
ry me  off.  They  inftantly  fhifted  their  village  about  four qniles  to  the  Northward,  fo 
that  I am  in  great  hopes  both  Captains  Meares  and  Funter  will  have  intelligence  of  my 
being  captured.  One  of  my  people  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  the  fervant,  was  bargaining 
a with 
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.-with  the  natives  for  fome  fiffi  they  had  in  their  boat,-  the  Spaniards,  not  underftanding 
•what  was  faid,  ordered  him  on'  board  the  Commodore’s  fhip,  and  put  him  into  the 
flocks,  where  he  was  ftridtly  examined,  and  threatened  feverely,  if  he  did  not  tell  whe- 
ther he  had  mentioned  to  the  natives  for  them  to  go  and  tell  Captains  Meares  and  Funter 
not  to  come  into  Nootka.  When  they  found  he  had  not  mentioned  any  thing  about  the 
other  veflels,  they  wanted  to  know  if  the  natives  had  not  told  him  they  had  feen  a veffel 
-in  the  offing:  he  told  them  they  had  not.  He  was  after  this  fet  at  liberty,  but  ordered 
•-never  to  converfe  with  the  Indians,  nor  fpeak  to  them  in  future.  I afterwards  had  a 
conference  with  Captain  Kendrick,  he  denied  being  accefTary  to  my  being  taken;  that 
the  Spanifh  Commodore  had  mentioned  to  him  he  would  take  Captain  Meares  prifoner  as 
foon  as  he  arrived  in  the  harbour;  that  he  had  faid  every  thing,  and  had  made  ufe  of  all 
-his  intereft-to  prevent  my  being  taken  prifoner  : how  far  this  is  true,  I fhall  leave  it  for 
■him  to  difeover. 

On  the  2 2d  the  irons  arrived  from  Moweena,  which  were  made  by  Captain  Kendrick’s 
armourer.  We  were  now  to  proceed  inftantly  to  St.  Bias,  and  I was  once  more  requefted 
-to  choofe  one  half  of  my  men,  as  the  other  half  was  to  remain  with  my  officers.  Finding 
not  one  of  them  would  enter,  or  defert  me,  I declined  giving  the  preference  to  any.  Be- 
fore we  failed,  I requefted  my  own  private  papers  might  be  delivered  up,  likewife  a copy 
of  my  fhip  papers,  which  was  promifed  me.  The  interpreter,  when  he  came  to  that 
part  which  mentions  my  defending  myfelf  in  cafe  I was  attacked,  and,  if  I had  the  fupe- 
riority,  to  carry  the  aggreflors  to  Macoa  to  be  tried  for  the  infult,  mentioned  to  the  Com 
modore,  in  my  prefence,  that  he  thought  the  papers  very  good.  I told  him  if  that  was 
■the  only  caufe  he  had  to  alledge  againft  me,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  me  to  caft  him 
in  any  court  of  juftice  in  Europe.  He  had  now  got  e\ery  thing  out  of  her  that  he  took 
a liking  to;  and  what  things  I had  belonging  to  myfelf,  he  robbed  me  of  in  as  gentle  a 
manner  as  he  poflibly  could,  by  letting  me  know  he  muft  have  my  gold  watch,  my  fec- 
tant,  my  ftove,  and  all  my  charts;  likewife  all  my  long  feathers,  cloaks  and  caps,  that 
Tianna  and  his  relations  prefented  me  with;  even  my  fhoes  and  boots,  and  very  bed 
cloaths  went;  as  a reafon  for  fo  doing,  he  told  me  fome  of  thofe  things  could  be  got  at 
Mexico.  He  now  propofed  to  return  the  veffel,  and  fupply  me  with  provifions  to  carry 
me  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  if  I would  fign  a paper  that  was  already  prepared  and  pre- 
fented me.  This  I refufed  to  comply  with  till  I had  witneffes,  and  knew  the  contents  of 
the  paper : Mr.  How,  fupercargo  of  the  Columbia,  was  requefted  to  write  a letter  to 
Captain  Kendrick  and  Mr.  Ingraham,  to  corne  down  from  Moweena,  to  be  witneffes  to 
the  papers  I was  to  fign. 

On  the  24th  they  arrived;  the  papers  were  interpreted  to  me,  which  mentioned  he  ar- 
rived on  fuch  a day,  and  found  me  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  Nootka  j that  I was  in 
diftrefs,  and  in  want  of  every  thing ; that  he  had  not  flopped  my  navigation,  but  fup- 
plied  me  with  every  neceffary  I was  in  want  of  to  carry  me  to  the  Sandwich  Ifiandi. 
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This  paper  I refufed  figning,  for  two  reafons ; one  was,  he  had  not:  only  flopped  mem 
my  navigation,  but  had  taken  poffeflion  of  the  fhip,  and  every  thing  that  belonged  to  her; 
another  was,  the  Spaniards  could  lay  no  claim  to  a port  they  had  never  before  feen,  nor 
had  any  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  veffels  ever  entered.  The  Commodore  faid,  in  the  year 
1775  he  was  fecond  officer*  on  board  a king’s  frigate  that  was  on -difcovery,  that  faw  the 
port,  and  named  it  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence.  I told  him,  having  the  chart  of  that  voy- 
age by  me,  I begged  leave  to  differ  in  opinion  from  him.  If  I uid  not  chufe  to  flgn  the 
papers,  he  told  me  he  would  keep  the  veffel  and  fend  her  along  the  coaft  as  a privateer 
to  tr  :de  Mth  the  natives.  The  papers  were  inftantly  laid  afide,  and  Captain  Kendrick 
went  up  to  Moweena.  The  fame  evening  he  told  me  his  orders  were  to  take  Captain 
Kendrick  if  he  fhould  fall  in  with  him  any  where  in  thofe  feas ; and  mentioned  it  as  a. 
great  fecret  that  he  would  take  both  him  and  the  {loop  Wafhington  as  boon  as  fhe  arrived 
in  port. 

The  24th  and  25th,  a heavy  gale  blew  from  the  South  Weft,  the  Spanifh  veffels  had 
each  four  anchors  a-head  ; the  Commodore  requefted  I would  go  on  board  the  Iphigenia 
with  my  officers  and  people,  and  tecure  her;  having  nothing  on  board  to  fecure  her  with, 
I declined  having  anv  thing  to  do  with  her;  he  was  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of  fend- 
ing two  eight-inch  hawfers,  and  making  her  faft  to  Hog  Ifland.  As  I was  not  permitted 
to  go  on  ftiore,  I did  not  know  much  of  what  was  carrying  forward  there;  they  were 
bufy  in  erecting  forts  on  Hog  Ifland,  and,  by  what  I learned,  they  were  cutting  down 
large  trees  to  build  houfes.  The  Commodore  acquainted  me,  that  laft  year,-  when  he 
was  at  Oonalafhka,  Mr.  Ifmyloff  told  him  he  expedited  three  veffels  from  Kamtfchatka 
with  a number  of  men;  that  on  their  arrival  at  Oonalafhka,  he  was.  to  take  the  command, 
and  condudl  them  to  Nootka  Sound,  where  they  were  to  form  a fettlement ; that  he  ex- 
pedited to  arrive  at  Nootka  by  the  middle  of  July,  or  ill  of  Auguft,  1789;  that  two 
Ruffian  frigates  were  to  fail  from  Peterfburgh  by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  join  them 
in  Nootka  Sound  with  ftores  and  other  neceflaries  that  they  might  want.  On  his  arrival 
at  St.  Bias  laft  year  he  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  Viceroy,  who  ordered  him  to  fail  imme- 
diately for  Nootka,,  and  erect  forts  to  keep  the  Ruffians  out.  He  likewife  acquainted- 
me,  that  in  the  year  1786,  two  Englifh  veffels  were  call  away,  one  was  drove  afhore  at 
her,  anchors  on  the  ifland  Maidenoi  Oftroff;  that  all  the  hands  perifhed  except  three  men-, 
that- happened  to  be  on  fhore;  they  were  fent  over  land  to  Peterfburgh.  The  officers  of 
the  other  veffel, being  on  fhore,  they  put  to  fea,  and  as  there  was  no  perfon  on  board  that 
could  nav:gate  the  veffel,  fine  was  never  afterwards  feen  or  heard  of.  As  they  now  had 
got  poffeflion  of  my  charts  and  journals,  the  Spanifh  Commodore  intended  to  lend  the 
St.  Carlos,  Captain  Arrow,  to  the  Northward  as-foon  as  they  could  get  her  bottom  clean- 
ed and  her  fides  caulked.  Captain  Kendrick  was  likewife  ready  for  lea,  and  he  was  go- 
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ing  to  pulli  to  the  Northward.  My  people  were  after  me  every  hour  of  the  day,  re- 
queuing that  I would  fign  the  papers,  that  they  might  get  on  board  their  own  veffel. 
Although  the  Commodore  had  promifed  to  fupply  me  with  what  he  thought  would  be 
neceffary  to  carry  me  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  and  made  this  promife  before  Mr.  How 
and  Mr.  Ingraham,  (till  there  was  no  dependance  to  be  put  on  his  word;  however,  on  the 
26th  this  paper  was  once  more  produced,  and  I was  under  the  neceffity  of  figning  it. 

At  eleven  o’clock  on  the  26th,  I carried  my  people  on  board,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
the  Iphigenia ; I was  not  above  half  an  hour  on  board  when  a meffage  came  that  I was 
wanted  on  board  the  Princeffa.  When  I went  on  board,  I was  told  by  Don  Jofeph  Ste- 
phen Martinez  (in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Ingraham)  that,  although  he  had  given  me  back 
the  Iphigenia,  he  would  not  permit  me  to  fail  till  the  arrival  of  thefchooner  North-Weft 
America,  and  that  I muft  fell  her  to  him  for  the  price  that  Captain  Kendrick  and  his 
officers  fhould  fet  on  her.  I told  him  the  fchooner  did  not  belong  to  me  ; that  I had 
no  power  to  fell  her ; and  that  he  might  aft  as  he  thought  proper  on  the  occafion.  In  the 
afternoon  the  Spaniards  left  the  fhip,  each  carrying  off  what  he  could  lay  his  hands  on. 

May  2 ~jth — Cloudy  weather,  with  the  wind  from  the  Weft;  loofed  the  fails  to  dry; 
^employed  heaving  out  the  fand  ballaft.  In  the  evening  the  Commodore  acquainted  me 
he  had  intelligence  from  the  natives  that  the  fchooner  was  in  a port  a little  way  to  the 
Northward.  He  got  out  fome  ink  and  paper,  and  requefted  I would  write  a letter  to 
■Captain  Funter  to  come  into  Nootka  Sound.  This  I would  not  comply  with,  fo  that  he 
xefufed  to  fend  my  ftores,  or  any  of  his  own  on  board  me. 

28 th. — Frefh  breezes  and  fair  weather;  employed  fitting  the  rigging  in  its  old  places. 

29 th. — I made  out  a lift  of  what  articles  I was  in  want  of ; my  chief  demand  was  a ca- 
ble of  eleven  inch,  bread,  fome  pitch  and  tar,  together  with  forty  fathoms  of  four-inch 
■rope  for  top-fail  fheets,  and  the  rope  that  was  woven  when  the  veffel  was  in  their  pof- 
feffion. The  Commodore  fent  me  word  he  would  let  me  have  what  things  he  thought 
neceffary,  and  what  he  could  beft  fpare,  fo  that  I received  on  board  the  following  articles , 
viz.  one  calk  of  beef  for  three  cafks  of  Sandwich  Ifland  pork  that  was  kept;  four  bags, 
weighing  each  2olb.  one  box  of  bread,  weighing  about  1501b.  two  bags  of  rice,  four  of 
beans  ; eight  bags  of  flour  ; one  cbeft  of  pitch  ; one  bladder  of  tar  ; and  one  eighteen- 
gallon  keg  of  Spanifh  Brandy;  rope  of  three  inch,  eighteen  fathoms;  one  coil  of  one 
and  an  half  inch,  containing  fifty  fathoms;  and  thirty  fathoms  of  two  inch.  The  reft 
of  the  cordage  and  other  things  were  wove  and  fent  on  board  when  I was  a prifoner. 

30 th. — Employed  rigging  the  top  gallant  malls.  In  the  afternoon  an  account  of  the 
articles  we  had  received  was  brought  on  board,  charging  five  times  the  quantity,  and 
live  times  the  fum  they  coft;  in  fhort,  I was  going  to  return  rnoft  of  them,  but  I found 
if  I returned  any  I muft  return  the  whole.  As  I had  made  no  charge  again  ft  him  of  my 
pork,  iron,  copper,  watch,  ftove,  feftant,  cloaks,  caps,  and  charts  which  he  had  de- 
prived me. of;  on  this  account  I granted  him  the  bills  he  requefted.  There  was  another 
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thing  I was  obliged  to  comply  with  ; viz.  by  great  promifes  he  got  my  fervant,  who  was 
a Manilla  man,  to  enter  on  board  rhe  Princeffa; — I was  therefore  under  the  neceffity  of 
difcharging  him,  and  paying  his  wages  up  to  the  day  he  was  difmiffed. 

31 Jt. — As  I was  determined  to  be  detained  no  longer,  I went  on  board  in  the  morning 
of  the  31ft,  and  acquainted  Don  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez  that  the  moment  the  wind  fa- 
voured me,  I would  fail  for  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  I found  there  were  objections  made: 
the  Commodore  acquainted  me  he  had  information  that  I intended  to  go  to  the  North- 
ward.  As  I had  taken  great  care  not  to  give  the  lead  hint  to  any  perfon  of  my  future 
intentions,  I mentioned,  that  whoever  he  was  that  told  him  fo,  could  not  be  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  date  of  my  veflel  as  he  was  himfelf ; that  by  his  own  calculation  I had 
not  above  fix  weeks  provifions ; that  he  had  only  left  me  ten  or  twelve  bars  of  iron, 
which  would  only  purchafe  me  as  many  fea  otter  fkins,  and  if  I was  even  to  difpofe  of 
them,  the  confequence  would  be  but  fmall ; we  {hould  only  be  darved  before  we  got  to 
Macao,  as  he  had  left  us  nothing  elfe  to  purchafe  our  hogs  with  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands; 
befides  he  had  not  left  a chart  to  carry  me  to  China,  let  alone  along  the  coads  of  Ame- 
rica. My  people,  I told  him,  were  on  high  wages,  and  that  it  was  necedary  for  me  to 
make  the  bed  of  my  way  to  Macao,  having  no  other  profpefl  but  to  leflen  the  expences 
of  the  voyage  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power. 

June  ijt. — I gave  orders  to  unmoor,  and  requeded  he  would  let  me  have  my  great 
guns,  fmall  arms,  and  ammunition  ; which  he  complied  with.  Captain  Kendrick  and 
officers  having  come  down  from  Moweena,  they  acquainted  me  the  Columbia  would  fail 
the  day  following  to  the  Northward.  Another  paper  was  produced,  which  the  Commo- 
dore requeded  I would  fign,  and  be  witneded  by  Captain  Kendrick  and  Mr.  Ingraham  ; 
the  contents  of  this  paper,  they  told  me,  was,  if  my  papers  were  bad,  the  vedel  was  to 
be  delivered  up  at  Macao.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  through  thofe  artifices.  I figned  the  paper, 
and  requeded  a copy,  but  this  was  not  complied  with.  A dinner  being  provided  on 
board  the  Princeffa,  every  method  was  made  ufe  of  by  Captain  Kendrick  and  others  to 
find  out  if  I intended  to  touch  to  the  Northward.  I gave  them  the  fame  anfwers  as  be- 
fore, telling  them  I had  no  intention  to  throw  away  the  lives  of  my  people.'  On  this 
day  they  drank  my  health,  wifhing  me  a good  voyage  to  Macao,  and  accompanied  it 
with  thirteen  guns.  As  foon  as  dinner  was  over  I went  on  board,  accompanied  by  Captain 
Kendrick  and  officers,  and  the  Spanifia  Commodore.  A light  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
the  Northward,  I gave  orders  to  get  under  u'ay.  The  Commodore  told  me  I mull  leave 
a letter  for  Captain  Funter,  if  hefhould  arrive  in  Nootka  Sound,  to  fell  the  fchooner.  I 
acquainted  him,  neither  Captain  Funter  nor  myfelf  had  power  or  authority  to  fell  the 
fchooner  _;  that  I would  write  a letter,  and  leave  it  with  him,  to  be  delivered  in  cafe  of  his 
returning  to  Nootka  Sound.  I fhall  here  infert  a copy  of  the  letter  I left. 


H 


To 
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So  Capt.  Robert  Funtek,  Commander  of  the  Schooner  North-West  America. 

"SIR, 

“ON  the  6th  of  May,  a Spanifh  ftiip  of  war  arrived  in  Friendly 
ee  Cove,  Nootka  Sound,  commanded  by  Commodore  Don  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez  j 
“ on  the  13th  the  fnow  St.  Carlos  arrived;  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  Iphigenia 
te  was  feized,  and  we  were  made  prifoners,  it  being  alleged  our  papers  were  not  good. 
“ This  being  cleared  up,  I am  now  permitted  to  fail  to  Macao,  being  fupplied  with 
e(  ftores  and  provifions  to  carry  me  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  As  there  is  no  account  of 
“ Captain  Meares,  I am  afraid  fome  accident  has  happened  to  him  between  the  Sandwich 
(t  Iflands  and  China;  if  that  is  the  cafe,  you  will  be  but  poorly  off  for  provifions.  My 
“ own  fituation  prevents  me  from  giving  you  any  affiftance  ; I mud  therefore  leave  you 
“ to  your  own  good  conduit,  being  as  much  at  a lofs  how  to  aft  as  you  can  be.  All  that 
t(  I have  to  fay  is,  you  will  aft  to  the  belt  of  your  judgment  for  the  benefit  of  your 
f(  employers. 

<c  I am,  he. 

6t  Iphigenia,  Friendly  Cove , Nootka 

“ Sound,  ijljune,  1789.  “ Wm.  DOUGLAS.” 

\ 

The  moment  I had  finiflied  my  letter  I gave  orders  to  flip  the  hawfer,  and  made  fail 
out  of  the  Cove,  the  fort  on  Little  Hog  Ifland  faluting  me  with  five  guns,  which  I begged 
to  be  excufed.  returning.  At  three  P.  M.  the  Spanifti  Commodore  and  Captain  Kendrick 
left  me  and  went  on  fhore.  As  the  wind  was  from  the  Northward,  I flood  to  the  South- 
ward under  all  fail ; at  fun-fet  Nootka  Sound  bore  North  half  Weft,  diftance  feven  or 
eight  leagues. 

June  id. — Having  got  out  of  the  hands  of  my  enemies,  I was  now  at  liberty  to  judge 
for  myfelf,  knowing  it  would  be  a length  of  time  before  the  Spaniards  could  have  their 
i'now  ready  which  they  intended  to  fend  to  the  Northward,  and  being  of  opinion  they 
would  not  permit  Captain  Kendrick  to  fail  before  fhe  was  ready,  the  interval  was  there- 
fore mine.  I had  no  idea  of  running  for  Macao  with  only  between  fixty  and  feventy  fea- 
otter  fkins  which  I had  on  board.  My  people  had  been  accuftomed  to  fhort  allowance  ; I 
therefore  gave  orders,  at  midnight  to  put  the  fliip  on  the  other  tack,  and  ftand  away  to 
the  Northward.  I was  in  great  hopes  I fliould  fall  in  with  Captain  Funter;  and  I was 
fully  refolved,  if  I did,  to  take  the  people  and  cargo  out  of  her,  and  fet  her  on  fire,  if  I 
found  I could  not  carry  her  along  with  me.  At  noon  we  had  hazy  weather;  Nootka 
Sound  bore  North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  diftance  fourteen  leagues. 

a 
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N°  XIII. 

COPIES  of  LETTERS  from  Mr.  DU  F FIN  to  Mr.  ME  ARES. 


[/«  Mr.  Meares’s  Memorial  of  30 th  April,  1790.  No.  IX.] 

\ 

Noolka  Sound , July  12th , 1789. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I BEG  to  inform  you,  per  favour  of  Mr.  Barnett,  with  our 
fafe  arrival  in  Nootka  Sound,  after  a pleafant  paffage  of  nine  weeks  and  four  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  nothing  material  happened.  We  lived  in  the  greateft  harmony  and  good 
friendllrip  during  the  time  we  have  been  together,  and  every  thing  promifed  fair  for  a 
continuation  of  the  fame;  every  officer  on  board  feeming  ftrenuous  for  their  employers5 
intereft.  We  made  the  coaft  of  America  July  3d,  at  Woody  Point,  and  flood  along 
fhore  under  an  eafy  fail  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  feveral  natives  came  off,  with  the 
reft  Comekela  (that  was  brought  by  you  from  Macao  to  Nootka);  from  him  we  learnt 
there  were  five  veffels  in  Friendly  Cove,  but  could  not  learn  of  what  nation  they  were; 
however  he  informed  us  they  had  captured  the  North-Weft  American  fchooner,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Funter.  We  immediately  conjectured  that  the  veffels  were  fome  belong- 
ing to  Mr,  Etches,  and  the  American  fhip  and  floop.  We  made  all  the  fail  we  could, 
intending  to  get  in  that  night  if  poffible.  On  our  nearing  the  Sound  we  faw  a floop 
coming  out,  which  we  were  informed  was  the  Princefs  Royal,  belonging  to  our  concern. 
We  then  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  there  were  fome  of  Mr.  Etches’  veffels  in  the  Cove. 
When  we  were  about  two  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  Sound,  we  faw  a boat  coming 
towards  us ; it  was  then  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  fo  that  we  could  not  difcern  of 
what  country  they  were.  They  hailed  us  in  Spanilh,  and  afked  if  they  might  be  permit- 
ted to  come  on  board.  They  were  anfvvered  in  the  affirmative;  on  which  they  came 
alongfide,  and  the  officer  with  feveral  other  gentlemen  ftepped  up.  We  found  the  for- 
mer to  be  the  Spkniflr  Commodore  ; thofe  who  accompanied  him  were  of  his  fhip.  After 
having  welcomed  them  on  board,  Captain  Coinett  afked  them  down  into  the  great  cabin; 
what  their  converfation  was  there  I am  unacquainted  with;  but  Captain  Coinett  foon  told 
me  his  intention  was  to  go  into  Friendly  Cove,  and  the  Spanifh  launch  took  us  in  tow 
accordingly.  About  ten  minutes  after  this,  Mr.  Barnett  came  on  board,  whom  I diredfly 
introduced  to  Captain  Coinett,  who  informed  him  that  there  was  a Spanifh  frigate  of 
twenty-fix  guns,  and  a fnow  of  fixteen  lying  in  the  Cove,  as  alfo  the  American  fhip  and 
floop ; that  the  former  had  eredled  a fort  on  Hog  Ifland,  on  which  fixteen  guns  were 
mounted,  and  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  Sound  in  the  name  of  his  molt  Catholic  Majefty 

H 2 Carolus 
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Carolus  III.  King  of  Spain ; that  they  had  captured  the  fchooner,  and  plundered  the 
Iphigenia,  but  had  permitted  Captain  Hudfon  to  proceed  without  any  moleftation.  As 
the  Commodore  heard  this  intelligence,  he  immediately  gave  Captain  Colnett  his  word 
and  honour  that  he  would  not  offer  to  detain  him,  but  give  him  every  affiftance  in  his 
power,  in  doing  which,  he  only  complied  with  the  King  of  Spain’s  orders.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  and  depending  on  his  honour.  Captain  Colnett  entered  the  Cove,  and 
brought  up  between  the  frigate  and  fnow;  though  I muft  add,  that  Mr.  Barnett,  with 
others  of  our  well-wifhers,  advifed  us  to  anchor  without  fide  the  Cove,  that  we  might 
take  a view  of  the  furrounding  objects  in  the  morning.  Every  thing  that  night  and  the 
next  morning  feemed  to  wear  a favourable  afpecft,  no  obftacle  arifing  that  might  flop  our 
departure. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Colnett  went  on  board  the  Commodore’s  fhip,  and  requefted 
his  permiflion  to  go  to  fea  immediately,  which  at  firft  was  granted,  but  on  fecond  confi. 
deration,  the  Commodore  defircd  to  fee  his  papers.  Captain  Colnett  left  the  Commodore, 
and  came  on  board  his  own  veffel ; when,  after  having  put  on  the  Company’s  uniform, 
and  his  hanger,  he  took  his  papers  on  board  the  Commodore  : he  was  then  informed  by 
that  gentleman,  that  he  could  not  fail  that  day  j on  which  fome  high  words  enfued  be- 
tween them,  and  Captain  Colnett  infilled  on  going  out  immediately,  which  he  faid  he 
would  do  unlefs  the  Commodore  fired  a fhot  at  him  ; if  fo,  he  would  then  haul  down  his 
colours,  and  deliver  himfelf  up  a prifoner:  hardly  had  he  uttered  this,  but  he  was  put 
under  an  arreft,  and  his  fword  taken  from  him,  the  veffel  feized,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  taken  out,  and  fent  prifoners,  fome  on  board  the  fhip,  and  the  reft  on  board  the 
fnow;  but  what  is  moft  particular,  he  defired  Captain  Kendrick  to  load  his  guns  with 
fhot,  to  take  a veffel  that  had  only  two  fwivels  mounted  ; fo  that  it  wras  impoffible  to  make 
any  refiflance  againft  fuch  fuperiority;  indeed  it  would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  at- 
tempted it.  The  Commodore’s  paffion  now  began  to  abate  a little,  and  he  fent  for  me 
from  the  St.  Carlos,  where  I was  imprifoned  : when  I came  to  him,  he  feemed  to  profefs 
a very  great  friendfhip  for  me,  and  appeared  to  be  exceedingly  forrv  for  what,  he  faid, 
his  officers  compelled  him  to  do.  He  declared  to  me,  that  he  had  given  Captain  Col- 
nett permiffion  to  depart,  and  would  have  affifled  him  all  in  his  power,  but  that  Captain 
Colnett  infilled  on  erecting  a fort  onpofite  his  5 faid  he  reprefented  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  he  came  to  take  poffeffion  in  his  Britannick  Majefty’s  name.  The  Spa- 
niard quoted  the  fame,  and  faid  he  was  reprefentative  of  his  moft  Catholic  Majefty  the 
King  of  Spain:  but  1 have  every  reafon  to  fufpedt  there  was  a mifunderftnnding  between 
the  two  parties,  for  the  linguift  fpoke  Englifh  very  imperfectly,  and  in  all  likelihood  in- 
terpreted as  many  words  wrong  as  right.  This  is  as  particular  and  impartial  an  account 
of  the  above  tranfaftion  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  relate  ; but  as  this  will  be  accompanied  by 
Meffrs.  Funter  and  Barnett,  who  are  permitted  to  take  their  paflage  in  the  American  fhip, 
and  who  were  eye-witneffes  of  every  tranfaClion,  it  will  enable  them  to  explain  every  par- 
ticular concerning  it  more  explicitly  than  I am  able  to  do  in  writing. 


Since 
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Since  our  being  captured,  Captain  Colnett  has  been  in  a high  date  of  infanity  ; forne- 
times  he  flarts,  at  others  he  afks  how  long  he  has  to  live  ? who  is  to  be  his  executioner  ? 
what  death  he  is  to  be  put  to?  with  all  fuch  delirious  expreffions,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  Ample  adtions,  which  induces  me,  and  every  other  perfon  who  fees  him,  to 
believe  his  brain  is  turned,  owing  to  the  great  charge  that  was  under  his  care;  and  I am 
forry  to  add,  that  he  has  not  fortitude  enough,  in  this  critical  and  difagreeable  fituation, 
to  fupport  this  unexpected  ftroke.  He  has  delivered  me  his  inftrudtions  and  the  South. 
Sea  Company’s  grant,  and  requefts  I will  adt  in  his  name.  I have  endeavoured  to  convince 
the  Spaniards,  had  we  known  this  place  had  been  taken  pofleffion  of  by  the  King  of  Spain, 
we  would  not,  on  any  confideration,  have  come  near  it  : I have  likewife  wifhed  to  per* 
fuade  him  to  perufe  the  South  Sea  Company’s  grant  and  our  inftrudtions ; which  he  re- 
fufes,  and  tells  me  it  would  avail  nothing  now  to  do  it,  as  his  officers  infill  on  his  going 
on  with  what  he  acknowledges  he  too  ralhly  and  haltily  began,  and  without  deliberating 
what  might  hereafter  be  the  confequence.  He  defired  me  toinclofe  the  grant  and  our  in- 
ftrudtions  in  his  prefence;  he  took  and  put  a final!  note  with  them,  and  afterwards  fealed. 
it  with  his  own  fignet  : he  then  put  it  under  my  care,  defiring  that  I would  deliver  it  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico.  The  veffel  is  going  to  St.  Bias,  a fettlement  they  have  in  the  latitude 
of  2i°  30^  North,  on  the  coal!  of  California,  where  we  are  going,  to  determine  whether  we 
are  a prize  to  the  King  of  Spain  or  not ; if  we  are  not,  as  we  have  every  reafon  to  expedt, 
file  will  be  delivered  up  with  every  thing  in  her,  and  be  anfwerable  for  all  damages  re* 
ceived  or  ftores  deficient,  fince  his  making  a prize  of  us ; but  this  undoubtedly  will  be 
fettled  between  the  two  crowns. 

Captain  Colnett,  myfelf,  Mr.  Temple,  and  Reid  the  carpenter,  are  permitted  to  re= 
main  on  board  the  Argonaut ; Mr.  Hanfon  on  board  the  Commodore’s  fhip ; and  Mefirs. 
Gibfon  and  Ludlow  on  board  the  Spanifh  fnow. 

From  what  I can  learn  at  prefent,  all  the  Engliflimen  are  to  be  fent  in  the  Argonaut  to 
St.  Bias,  and  preparations  are  now  making  to  accommodate  us  in  that  veflel : they  have 
alfo  built  cabins  between  decks  for  the  feamen,  where  they  are  to  be  confined  in  irons 
during  the  night,  but  fuffered  to  walk  out  in  the  day  ; the  officers,  I believe,  are  alfo  to  be 
ufed  in  like  manner.  I am  at  prefent  in  pofleffion  of  my  cabin,  as  are  alfo  the  reft  of  us„ 
and  the  commodore  behaves  with  great  civility,  by  obliging  us  in  every  liberty  that  can 
be  expedted  as  prifoners.  Whatever  deficiency  may  be  left  concerning  our  prefent  tranf- 
adtions,  will  be  explained  to  you  in  its  true  light  by  Mr.  Funter  or  Mr.  Barnett;  for  I con- 
fefs  that  I am  very  unhappy,  unfettled,  uneafy,  and  in  ftiort,  feel  every  anxiety  that  is 
the  companion  of  a perfon  involved  in  fo  difagreeable  a fituation  as  I am. 

I am. 

Dear  Sir, 

YouFs  mod  obediently, 

B.  DUFFIN. 

P.  Sir 


(Signed) 
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P.  S.  I am  forry  to  inform  you  that  the  Spaniards  have  taken  the  chief  part  of  our 
copper,  all  our  guns,  fhot  and  powder,  with  the  fpare  canvafs,  &c.  The  former  he 
means  to  trade  with,  as  I am  informed  he  fends  his  furs  to  Macao  by  Captain  Kendrick, 
who  alfo  trades  for  him  on  (hares. 

To  Captain  John  Meares. 

Nootka  Sound,  July  i yh,  1789. 

DEAR  SIR, 

CAPTAIN  COLNETT  has  been  in  fuch  a (late  of  infanity  ever 
fmce  the  veffel  has  been  captured  by  the  Spaniards,  that  we  are  obliged  to  confine  him  to 
his  cabin  ; yefterday  morning  he  jumped  out  of  the  cabin  window,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  his  life  was  faved ; his  conftant  cry  is,  that  he  is  condemned  to  be  hanged.  I 
lincerely  hope  for  his  fpeedy  recovery,  but  am  apprehenfive  he  never  will  recover  his  for- 
mer fenfes  again  : I underhand  from  the  boy  Ruflel  that  it  is  a family  diforder,  and  that 
they  all  have  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  more  or  lefs.  I have  written  the  whole  tr  an  faction 
concerning  our  being  captured,  &c.  previously  to  this,  as  minutely  as  prefent  circum- 
(tances  will  permit,  for  I am  apprehenfive,  if  I am  feen  writing,  they  will  take  my  book, 
paper,  pens,  ink,  &c.  from  me,  fo  that  whatever  I have  written  is  by  health;  but  Mr. 
Barnett  has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  affih  me  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power  to  do  it.  Gib- 
fon  was  feen  writing  one  day,  and  they  immediately  took  the  paper  and  ink  from  him, 
and  told  him  prifoners  had  no  bufinefs  to  write.  We  are  to-morrow  to  fail  for  St.  Bias, 
with  all  our  officers  and  feamen  both  Englifh  and  Portuguefe,  except  thafe  that  have  en- 
tered with  the  Spaniards.  They  have  taken  of  our  hores  to  themfelves,  all  our  pitch, 
tar,  canvas,  twine,  fome  provifions  of  all  kinds,  guns,  ammunition,  the  chief  of  our 
copper,  and  many  other  articles  that  we  were  not  acquainted  with.  All  the  officers  be- 
ing  prifoners,  fome  on  board  one  veffel,  and  fome  on  board  the  other,  we  have  great 
expectations  that  the  veffel  will  be  delivered  up  at  St.  Bias.  The  Commodore  promifes 
me  if  (lie  is,  every  thing  that  he  has  taken  to  himfelf  (hall  be  replaced  at  that  port;  but 
there  has  been  a number  of  things  taken  out  of  the  veffel  by  theft,  that  he  knows  nothing 
of;  neverthelefs,  if  any,  and  the  veffel  is  returned,  they  muft  undoubtedly  make  it  good: 
but  you,  Sir,  and  the  reft  of  our  employers  muft  be  great  fufferers,  as  it  has  fruftrated  all 
our  expectations:  had  we  not  met  with  this  misfortune,  there  were  ftrong  appearances  of 
our  procuring  a great  quantity  of  furs,  as  the  Americans  have  no  copper  to  purchafe 
with,  fo  that  the  natives  referve  all  their  prime  (kins  expeCting  a copper  (hip. 

If  our  veffel  is  delivered  up  to  us,  our  (tores,  trade,  &c.  returned,  you  may  reft  affured 
I will  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  for  the  benefit  of  my  employers,  and  the  Captain  re- 
mains in  this  date  of  infanity ; if  he  recovers,  he  will  undoubtedly  do  the  fame.  I can 
fay  nothing  more,  but  beg  you  will  prefent  my  compliments  to  all  enquiring  friends,  and 

remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Your’s  mod  obediently, 

(Signed)  B.  D U F F I N. 

To  Captain  John  Meares f 


APPENDIX. 


DEAR  SIR, 


Nootka  Sound , July  14,  1 7 S 9. 


YESTERDAY  at  two  P.  M.  a fail  was  feen  in  the  offing, 
coming  round  Breaker’s  Point  from  the  Southward,  Handing  into  the  Sound;  as  fire  near- 
ed the  ffiore  we  perceived  her  to  be  the  Hoop  Princefs  Royal,  Captain  Hudfon:  at  feven 
Hie  came  to  an  anchor  about  two  or  three  miles  from  the  Cove,  and  Captain  Hudfon  him- 
felf  came  into  the  Cove  in  his  boat,  with  four  of  his  people;  when  inftantly  as  he  made 
his  appearance  in  the  Cove,  the  Spanife  boat  boarded  him,  and  took  him  and  his  people 
on  board  the  Commodore  as  prifoners.  His  motive  for  coming  in,  from  what  I could 
learn  from  himfelf,  was  to  fee  if  Captain  Colnett  was  there,  in  order  to  receive  his  orders 
how  he  was  to  proceed  in  future.  Whether  Captain  Hudfon’s  condudt  in  this  proceeding 
was  blameable  or  not,  I leave  to  your  fuperior  judgment. 

We  are  now  out  of  the  Cove  in  the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  and  are  pofitively  to  fail  to- 
morrow morning  for  St.  Bias.  The  Hoop  is  towed  into  the  Cove  within  all  the  fhipping; 
and  the  Spaniards,  from  every  appearance,  have  finally  captured  her. 

Captain  Hudfon  feems  very  much  hurt  at  his  misfortune,  and  candidly  declares  that  it 
is  entirely  from  his  own  fimplicity,  and  being  too  credulous  of  the  Spaniard’s  hoftouiy 
that  has  brought  him  into  this  difagreeable  dilemma. 

Captain  Colnett  is  much  better  to-day,  and  in  general  difeourfes  very  rationally : I have 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  draw  out  every  particular  concerning  our  being  captured, 
to  fend  to  his  employers,  which  he  tefufes : his  objection  is,  that  he  has  involved  himfelf 
and  every  one  elfe  in  difficulties  that  he  is  not  able  to  extricate  himfelf  from,  and  therefore 
declares  to  me,  that  he  will  have  no  more  concern  with  the  charge  of  the  veflel,  but  leaves 
every  thing  entirely  to  me,  which  I have,  but  mod  reluctantly,  complied  with,  knowing 
that  I cannot  acquit  myfelf  with  fatisfaCtion  to  myfelf,  nor  undoubtedly  more  fo  to  my 
employers.  Neverthelefs,  if  the  veflel  is  delivered  up  at  St.  Bias,  as  the  Commodore 
gives  me  every  reafon  to  hope  that  Hie  will,  I will  endeavour,  to  the  utmoft  in  my  power, 
to  do  every  thing  that  may  be  any  ways  beneficial  to  my  employers. 

The  Commodore  wanted  Captain  Colnett  to  fell  all  his  copper  to  him,  and  he  would 
give  him  bill's  for  fame,  as  he  valued  it;  which  Captain  Colnett  had  complied  with,  but 
I objeded,  as  I thought  if  his  orders  tolerated  him  to  capture  the  veflel,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly tolerate  him  to  capture  the  cargo  likewife.  We  are  deficient  in  a great  deal 
of  copper,  as  I mentioned  in  my  former;  but  Mr.  Barnett  will  be  able  to  inform  you,  I 
imagine,  where  it  goes  to. 

Accompanying  this,  I fend,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Barnett,  a copy  of  my  journal  from 
Macao,  wherein  you  will  find  the  principal  occurrences  that  have  happened  to  us  fince 
our  departure.  I have  nothing  more  to  add;  neither  have  I opportunity  to  do  it,  the 
veflel  being  continually  crowded  with  people  from  different  flfips;  fo  beg  you  will  pre- 
fent  my  compliments  to  Mr.  MTntire,  and  every  other  gentleman  in  Macao;  and  remain. 


DEAR  SIR, 

Moll  obediently  your’s, 

B.  DUFFIN. 


To  Captain  John  Meares . 


APPENDIX, 


A STATEMENT  of  the  ACTUAL  and  PROBABLE  LOSSES  fujla'tned  by  the  Associated 
Merchants  of  London  and  India,  by  the  Capture  of  their  Ships. 


ACTUAL  LOSSES.  Sp.  Doll. 

To  cafli  paid  tiie  crew  of  the  Iphigenia,  on  their 
return  to  China,  being  near  two  years  wages, 
and  other  incidental  expences  incurred,  for 
which  vouchers  have  been  obtained  - i5>53-4 

To  cafh  paid  the  crew  of  the  N.  W,  America,  be- 
ing near  two  years  wages,  on  their  return  to 
China;  for  which  vouchers  have  been  obtained  3,719 
To  the  equipment  of  the  ftiip  Argonaut;  for 

which  vouchers  have  been  obtained  - 39,816 

To  the  equipment  of  the  Princefs  Royal;  for 
which  vouchers  are  ready  to  be  produced 
To  473  lea  otter  (kins,  feized  on  board  the  Prin, 

cefs  Royal,  at  100  dollars  per  (kin  - ■ 47,300 

To  3 2 fea  otter  (kins  detained  for  the  particular 

ufe  of  Mr.  Martinez,  at  the  fame  valuation  1,200 

To  the  agent’s  expences  in  returning  to  England  2,000 
To  infurance  on  the  principal  (lock,  at  20  per 

cent,  the  ufual  premium  - - 23,864 

To  the  lofs  of  the  officers’  charts,  joiirnafsRfrau- 
. tical  inflruments,  cloathing,  private  goods,  Me. 
the  amount  of  which  cannot  now  be  afeertai  neA 
To  the  amount  of  wages  due  to  all  the  fervantsof 
the  affociated  merchants  now  in  captivity,  from 
the  time  of  their  failing  to  the  time  of  their  return 
To  the  value  of  the  North  Weft  America,  on  the 

coaft  of  America  - 20,000 

Spaniffi  dollars,  153,433 


PROBABLE  LOSSES.  Sp.  Doll. 

To  the  value  of  the  cargo  which  probably  would 
have  been  collefled  by  the  Iphigenia,  1000  fea 
otters  (kins,  at  too  dollars  per  Ikin  - ioo,oco 
To  the  value  of  the  cargo  which  would  probably 
have  been  obtained  by  the  North  Weft  Ame- 
rica, 1 000  fea  otter  (kins,  at  100  dollars  per 
(kin  - - 100,000 

To  the  value  of  the  cargo  which  would  probably 
have  been  obtained  by  the  Princefs  Royal,  1 000 
fea  otters  (kins,  at  100  dollars  per  (kin  - 100,000 

To  the  value  of  the  cargo  which  would  probably  ' 
have  been  obtained  by  the  Argonaut,  2000 
(kins,  at  100  dollars  per  (kin  - - 200,000 

To  the  lofs  and  deftrudlion  of  the  commerce  of 
the  Alfociated  Merchants 
To  the  particular  lofs  of  the  veftel  of  30  tons,  in 
frame,  on  board  the  Argonaut,  and  of  the  furs 
fhe  would  probably  have  obtained 


Spanifti  dollars,  500,000 


INVENTORY  of  the  Goleta,  the  Property  o/Don  Juan  Cawallo  and  Company,  j/Macao; 
taken  by  Order  of  the  Commandant  Don  Stephen  Joseph  Martinez. 


HER  hull  rotten,  eaten  through  by  the  worm,  as  appears 
by  the  furvev  made  by  the  mafter  carpenter  and  caulker, 
Ferdinand  Campufano  and  Francis  Jofeph  de  Caflro. 

Her  main-maft,  forc-maft,  and  boltfprit,  without  top- mails 
or  poles. 

Two  hooks  for  fore-mad  and  main  mad. 

The  tackle  for  both  mads;  which,  being  of  hemp,  can 
only  ferve  for  oakum  or  tow,  being  l'otten. 

Her  rudder,  or  helm;  (erviceable. 

Her  binnacle,  with  a compafs. 

A fmall  iron  anchor. 

Two  pieces  of  cable,  from  40  braces  long,  for  cables 
(-braces)  of  middle  dimenlions. 

Two  larger  ones. 

Two  fore- fails,  one  round-fail,  one  top-fail,  one  toguc. 

Some  pieces  of  old  cable. 

Six  iron  guns,  caliber  2. 

Six  gun  carriages,  20  balls  of  2,  and  20  ditto  fmaller. 

Three  copper  l'wivel  guns,  with  their  keys  ; one  ditto, 
without  key. 

Five  mufquets  with  bayonets,  and  300  balls,  and  6 pidols. 

Haifa  cunctc  of  fine  gunpowder,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
weigh  an  arroba  * ; and  another  ditto  of  common  gunpowder. 

•One  hundred  and  fixty  (hort  iron  fvvords. 

Ten  coopers  hatchets;  ar.d  20  carpenters  ditto. 

Ten  (bps  (or  ingots)  of  the  iron  called  platina,  w hich  are 
computed  to  weigh  two  quintals. 

Seventy  eight  (hort  pieces  of  iron,  computed  to  weigh  one 
quintal. 


Three  large  iron  bars,  computed  to  weigh  699'^. 

Thirteen  fmall  water  calks;  and  1 ditto  for  a provlfion  of 
water. 

One  barrel  of  pork. 

Two  ditto  empty,  all  in  pieces. 

Eight  old  fmall  pewter  difhes,  fome  of  them  broken. 

One  pot  of  cad  iron,  frying-pan  and  (lew-pan  of  ditto. 

On  board  tl-.e  veil'd  at  anchor  in  the  river  of  this  port  of 

St.  Lawrence  of  Nooika,  nth  June,  1789. Signed 

Jof.  Tovar  and  Tamariz,  Rob.  Funter,  Thos.  Barnet, 
Raphael  de  Canizares. 

This  is  a copy  of  the  original,  triplicates  whereof  were 
figned  by  the  above-mentioned  perfons,  and  which  is  left  in 
my  care  to  tranfmit  to  II.  E.  the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  for 
his  fupericr  determination.  Dated  as  above, 

Raphael  de  Canizares. 

I,  Don  Stephen  Jofeph  Martinez,  endgn  of  the  flrip  be- 
longing to  tire  Royal  Navy,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
veflels  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  upon  this  coad,  and  in  the  port 
of  St.  Lawrence  at  Nootka,  do  declare,  That  I have  received 
from  Captain  Dn.  Robert  Funter,  and  pilot  Dn  Thomas 
Barnet,  every  article  contained  in  the  preceding  inventory,  as 
being  the  property  of  Dn.  John  Cawallo  and  Co.  of  Macao, 
until  the  determination  of  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  of  New 
Spain,  to  w hom  I have  given  an  account  by  this  date  for  his 
fuperior  orders;  and,  at  the  requed  of  the  (aid  concerned,  L 
gave  the  prefent  receipt  on  board  this  frigate,  the  Princefs, 
under  my  command,  in  the  port  of  St.  Lawrence  of  Nootka, 
13th  July,  1789. 


* About  twenty -eight pounds. 


Stephen  Joseph  Martinez. 
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